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Unit 2: History of world affairs since 1789 

Senior 5 

Term 3 

Topic 7: The Creation of Sierra Leone and Liberia 
 
Competency: The learner analyses the role of Britain and America in the resettlement of 
freed slaves by examining the creation of Sierra Leone and Liberia to appreciate the quest 
for identity and freedom in Africa. 
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 The reasons why Sierra Leone and Liberia were selected as settlement areas for ex-slaves 

Sierra Leone and Liberia were chosen as settlement areas for freed and formerly enslaved 
Africans due to a mix of humanitarian, strategic, and ideological motivations by European 
and American actors in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Here's a breakdown of the 
key reasons: 

Why Sierra Leone Was Chosen 

1. British Humanitarian and Abolitionist Goals: British abolitionists sought a place to 
resettle Black Loyalists and freed slaves from London, Nova Scotia, and Jamaica who 
faced poverty and discrimination. Sierra Leone was seen as a way to offer these 
individuals a fresh start while promoting Christianity and Western values. 

2. Strategic Anti-Slavery Base: After Britain abolished the slave trade in 1807, Sierra Leone 
became a naval base for intercepting slave ships. Freed captives, known as recaptives, 
were resettled in Freetown, making it a hub for anti-slavery efforts. 

3. Economic and Colonial Interests: The Sierra Leone Company, backed by British 
philanthropists, hoped to create a profitable colony using the labor and skills of freed 
Africans. The colony also served as a foothold for British influence in West Africa. 

Why Liberia Was Chosen 

1. American Colonization Society (ACS) Initiative: The ACS, founded in 1816, aimed to 
resettle freed African Americans in Africa to escape racism and segregation in the U.S.. 
Liberia was chosen as a symbolic “land of liberty” where freed Blacks could build a new 
society. 

2. Ideological and Racial Motivations: Some white Americans supported colonization to 
reduce the Black population in the U.S., while others saw it as a moral duty to help freed 
slaves. Liberia offered a place where African Americans could govern themselves and 
escape systemic discrimination. 

3. Geographic and Diplomatic Feasibility: Liberia’s coastal location made it accessible for 
ships and trade. Local leaders were persuaded (sometimes under pressure) to cede land 
for settlement, starting with Cape Mesurado in 1822. 

Shared Themes 

Theme Sierra Leone Liberia 

Colonizing Power Britain United States (via ACS) 

Purpose Resettle freed slaves and 

recaptives 

Resettle freed African Americans 

Symbolism Anti-slavery and Christian 

mission 

Freedom and self-governance 

Challenges Disease, local resistance, 

financial strain 

Harsh conditions, cultural clashes, 

survival struggles 
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Both nations were born from the hope of freedom—but also from the complexities of race, 
empire, and post-slavery politics.  

The challenges faced during the resettlement freed slaves in Sierra Leone  

The resettlement of freed slaves in Sierra Leone, particularly in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries, was a bold humanitarian experiment—but it faced severe and complex 
challenges that undermined its early success. Here's a breakdown of the major difficulties: 

1. Harsh Climate: Many settlers arrived during the rainy season, with no shelter or 

infrastructure in place. 

2. Disease: Tropical diseases like malaria and yellow fever spread rapidly. In the first wave 

of settlers in 1787, nearly a quarter died during the voyage, and many more perished 

shortly after arrival. The lack of medical knowledge and supplies made survival 

extremely difficult. 

3. Conflict with Indigenous Communities:  Settlers, many of whom had adopted Western 

customs and Christianity, clashed with local populations over land, culture, and 

governance. Some Indigenous groups resisted the imposition of foreign rule and 

religious conversion, leading to violent confrontations. 

4. Broken Promises and Poor Planning:  Settlers were promised land, protection, and 

support—but many of these promises were not fulfilled. The colony was poorly 

managed by the Sierra Leone Company, and corruption was rampant. Supplies were 

inadequate, and settlers often faced starvation and homelessness upon arrival. 

5. Social Fragmentation among settlers: The resettled population included diverse groups: 

Black Loyalists from Nova Scotia, Jamaican Maroons, and Liberated Africans from 

intercepted slave ships. These groups had different backgrounds, languages, and 

expectations, leading to internal tensions and competition for resources and status. 

6. Cultural Disconnection: Many freed slaves had lived in the Americas or Europe for 

generations and had no direct connection to Africa. They struggled to adapt to 

unfamiliar customs, landscapes, and social norms, creating a sense of alienation and 

identity crisis. 

7. Security and Governance Issues: The colony lacked a stable government and effective 

law enforcement. Early settlers were vulnerable to raids, theft, and violence, both from 

within and outside the settlement. 

The dream of Sierra Leone as a “Province of Freedom” was noble, but the reality was far 
more turbulent. These early struggles laid the foundation for a complex national identity 
and a legacy of resilience. 
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The challenges faced during the resettlement freed slaves in Liberia 

The resettlement of freed slaves in Liberia, beginning in the early 19th century, was a bold 
and complex endeavor led by the American Colonization Society (ACS). While it offered 
hope for a new beginning, the settlers—mostly freed African Americans—faced a host of 
harsh and unexpected challenges that shaped Liberia’s early development and long-term 
social dynamics. 

1. Environmental and Health Challenges 

 Unfamiliar Climate and Terrain: Settlers were unprepared for Liberia’s tropical 
climate, dense forests, and unfamiliar agricultural conditions. 

 Disease Outbreaks: Malaria, yellow fever, and other tropical diseases devastated the 
population. Many settlers died within months of arrival due to lack of immunity and 
medical care. 

2. Tensions with Indigenous Communities 

 Cultural Disconnect: The Americo-Liberians—freed slaves from the U.S.—often 
viewed themselves as culturally superior to Indigenous Liberians. 

 Land Conflicts: Settlers acquired land through treaties or coercion, leading to 
disputes and resistance from local ethnic groups. 

3. Social Stratification: A rigid hierarchy emerged, with Americo-Liberians dominating 

politics and economics, marginalizing Indigenous populations. 

4. Economic Hardship 

 Resource Scarcity: Early settlers lacked tools, seeds, and infrastructure to build 
sustainable communities. 

 Dependency on Foreign Aid: Liberia relied heavily on support from the ACS and 
American donors, which was inconsistent and politically motivated. 

 Agricultural Struggles: Attempts to replicate plantation-style farming from the 
American South failed due to poor soil and lack of labor. 

5. Governance and Identity Issues 

 Imported Political Systems: Liberia’s constitution was modeled after the U.S., but it 
didn’t reflect Indigenous governance traditions. 

 Exclusionary Politics: Americo-Liberians controlled the government, creating a 
system that excluded native Liberians from meaningful participation. 

 Identity Crisis: Many settlers struggled to reconcile their American upbringing with 
African heritage, leading to cultural alienation. 
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6. Legacy of Division 

 The early divide between settlers and Indigenous peoples laid the groundwork for 
long-term social and political tensions. 

 These divisions contributed to civil unrest and conflict in later decades, including 
Liberia’s devastating civil wars in the late 20th century. 

Liberia’s founding was a story of hope shadowed by hardship. The challenges faced by freed 
slaves during resettlement reveal the complexities of building a nation from trauma, 
displacement, and cultural collision. 

7.2 The Significance of the Creation of Sierra Leone and Liberia to the History of West 

Africa 

The impact of the creation of Sierra Leone 

The creation of Sierra Leone in the late 18th century had profound and multifaceted 
impacts—locally, regionally, and globally. Established as a settlement for freed slaves, it 
became a symbol of humanitarian ambition, colonial experimentation, and African 
resilience. Here's a breakdown of its key impacts: 

1. Humanitarian and Anti-Slavery Legacy: Sierra Leone was founded in 1787 by British 

abolitionists as a refuge for freed slaves from Britain, North America, and the Caribbean. 

The colony became a center for anti-slavery efforts, especially after Britain abolished 

the slave trade in 1807. Freetown served as a base for the British Royal Navy to intercept 

slave ships and resettle Liberated Africans. This positioned Sierra Leone as a moral and 

strategic outpost in the global fight against slavery. 

 

2. Birth of the Creole (Krio) Identity: The diverse groups of freed slaves—including Black 

Loyalists, Nova Scotians, Jamaican Maroons, and recaptives—formed a unique cultural 

identity known as the Krio people. The Krio developed a distinct language, religion, and 

Western-style education system, becoming influential in Sierra Leone’s political and 

social life. 

 

3. Colonial Expansion and Resistance: Sierra Leone became a British Crown Colony in 

1808, and later a Protectorate in 1896, expanding British influence in West Africa. The 

imposition of colonial rule led to armed resistance, most notably the Hut Tax War of 

1898, where local chiefs and communities rebelled against British taxation and control. 

 

4. Educational and Missionary Hub: Freetown became a centre for missionary activity and 

Western education, producing some of the earliest African scholars, clergy, and 

professionals. Institutions like Fourah Bay College (founded in 1827) attracted students 

from across West Africa and helped spread literacy and Christian teachings. 
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5. Influence on Pan-Africanism and African Nationalism:  Sierra Leone played a key role in 

the rise of African political consciousness. Educated elites from Freetown contributed to 

early Pan-African thought and anti-colonial movements. The colony’s history of 

resettlement and resistance inspired broader struggles for liberation and self-

determination across the continent. 

 

6. Long-Term Social and Political Effects: The divide between the Krio settlers and 

Indigenous populations created lasting social tensions, influencing politics and identity. 

Sierra Leone’s colonial legacy shaped its post-independence trajectory, including 

challenges in governance, unity, and development. 

Sierra Leone’s creation was more than a historical event—it was a living experiment in 
freedom, coexistence, and colonial complexity. Its legacy continues to echo in debates 
about identity, justice, and African sovereignty. 

The impact of the creation of Liberia 

The creation of Liberia in the early 19th century was a landmark event in African and African 
diaspora history. Established as a settlement for freed African Americans, Liberia became 
the first independent republic in Africa, symbolizing both hope and complexity. Its impact 
spans humanitarian ideals, political innovation, and deep social challenges. 

1. Symbol of Freedom and Self-Determination: Liberia was founded in 1822 by the 

American Colonization Society (ACS) to resettle freed slaves and freeborn African 

Americans. Its independence in 1847 made it a beacon of Black sovereignty and a 

powerful symbol of resistance to colonial domination. The nation’s founding 

represented a triumph over slavery, offering African Americans a chance to build a 

society rooted in liberty and justice. 

 

2. Political and Constitutional Legacy: Liberia adopted a constitution modeled after the 

United States, with a presidential system and separation of powers. Joseph Jenkins 

Roberts, a freeborn African American, became the first president, marking a historic 

moment for Black leadership in Africa. This political structure influenced governance 

models across West Africa and contributed to early Pan-African thought. 

 

3. Social Stratification and Identity Conflict: The Americo-Liberians—descendants of freed 

slaves—dominated politics and economics, often marginalizing Indigenous populations. 

This created a dual society, with deep divisions based on origin, culture, and access to 

power. The exclusion of native Liberians from governance led to long-term tensions and 

contributed to later civil conflicts. 
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4. Cultural and Educational Influence:  Liberia became a hub for Western education, 

Christianity, and English language promotion, shaping its cultural identity. Institutions 

like the University of Liberia helped educate future African leaders and intellectuals. 

 

5. Pan-African and Diaspora Connections:  Liberia’s founding inspired Pan-African 

movements, linking African Americans to the continent and promoting solidarity across 

the diaspora. It served as a model for African independence and self-rule, especially 

during the colonial era. 

6. Enduring Challenges and Legacy: The early social divisions between settlers and 

Indigenous peoples laid the groundwork for political instability and civil war in the late 

20th century. Despite its unique origin, Liberia has faced challenges in building inclusive 

governance and national unity. 

Liberia’s creation was a bold experiment in freedom, shaped by hope, resilience, and 
contradiction. It remains a powerful chapter in the global story of liberation and identity.  

Comparison of the historical humanitarian efforts that led to the establishment of Sierra 
Leone and Liberia with current humanitarian initiatives in Africa 

The historical humanitarian efforts that led to the establishment of Sierra Leone and Liberia 
were groundbreaking for their time, rooted in the abolitionist movement and the desire to 
resettle freed slaves. Today, humanitarian initiatives in Africa have evolved dramatically, 
focusing on complex, multi-sectoral challenges such as conflict recovery, health crises, 
education, and climate resilience. Here's a comparative analysis: 

Historical Humanitarian Efforts: Sierra Leone & Liberia 

Sierra Leone (Founded 1787–1808) 

 Initiated by British abolitionists to resettle freed slaves from Britain, North America, 
and the Caribbean. 

 Freetown became a haven for Liberated Africans rescued from intercepted slave 
ships. 

 Aimed to promote Christianity, Western education, and moral upliftment. 
 Backed by philanthropic organizations like the Sierra Leone Company. 

Liberia (Founded 1822, Independent in 1847) 

 Established by the American Colonization Society (ACS) to resettle freed African 
Americans. 

 Intended to offer freedom and self-governance to formerly enslaved people. 
 Modeled politically after the U.S., with a constitution and elected leadership. 
 Seen as a moral solution to racial tensions in America, though also motivated by 

segregationist ideologies. 
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Current Humanitarian Initiatives in Africa 

Scope and Focus 

 Address conflict recovery, healthcare, education, gender equality, and climate 
resilience. 

 Led by international organizations like the UN, Médecins Sans Frontières, UNICEF, 
and Africa Humanitarian Action (AHA). 

 Target millions of vulnerable people across West, Central, and East Africa. 

Health and Emergency Response 

 Mobile clinics, vaccine distribution, and epidemic control (e.g., Ebola, COVID-19). 
 Programs combat malnutrition, maternal mortality, and lack of clean water. 

Education and Empowerment 

 Focus on girls’ education, literacy, and vocational training. 
 Scholarships and school-building initiatives in countries like Malawi and Kenya. 

Economic Development 

 Microfinance and entrepreneurship support through organizations like Kiva and the 
African Development Bank. 

 Women's cooperatives and youth employment programs are transforming local 
economies. 

Key Differences and Lessons 

Aspect Historical Efforts Modern Initiatives 

Motivation Abolitionist and resettlement ideals Human rights, development, and 

crisis response 

Scope Focused on freed slaves Broad, multi-sectoral and continent-

wide 

Leadership Driven by Western philanthropists and 

governments 

Led by NGOs, UN agencies, and 

African civil society 

Challenges Disease, cultural conflict, poor 

planning 

Funding gaps, conflict zones, climate 

change 

Legacy Created two African republics Strengthening resilience and equity 

across Africa 
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What We Learn 

 Humanitarianism has evolved from moral rescue missions to strategic, inclusive 
development. 

 The founding of Sierra Leone and Liberia reminds us that intentions matter, but so 
do execution, equity, and sustainability. 
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