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The Cape York Marines

18 64 18 67

First to Land and Last to Leave

byANCudeJF

\,Yhen Sir George Bowen arrived at the Moreton Bay settlement aboard HMS Cordelia in
1859, settlers had been pressing north for some 2A years, with ihe first sale jn the
Gladstone area taking plac.e in 1854. The flow of shipping through the Torres Straits,
especially afler the French had established a colony and a naval station at I'Iew Caledonia
had increased, which together wlth the numl-rer of Royal Navy ships now being driven by
steam power caused the Goyernor to stress for the need for a settlement in the extreme
north of the state of Queensland.

In a dispatch to the Colonial Secretary in London dated 9th December 1961, he comrnerrted
that part of such a settiement could be set aside as a refu6e for shipwrecked rnariners
and a coaling station for the Royal Navy.

In response to an Arlmiralty instruction of the 21si March 1862, Commodore Burnett, tire
officer commanding the Australian Station embarked with S:ir George Bowen in HMS .PiDneer*

arrd on 27th August proceeded to Cape York f,rr the pr:rpose of selecting a suitable site'
Thirteen days later they arrived at Booby island (so named by Cook), his last ]anding on
the Australian coast) where they deposited an iron chest for letters tr.l be left by passing
ships.

The site finally chosen for the settlement was in the Albarry Passage, between the north-
east tip of Cape York and Albany Island (l{hat a cr:jncjdenre - Yor.k & Albany - re,:alling
the first Cerps Comnrsnder) The name glven to this settlement was Somerset after the First
Lord of the Admiralty, the Duke of Somerset.

In his report ,:f the voyage to the Colorriai Secretary, Sir f;eorge wrote:

'l had provided myself x,ith a number af hatchefs. &-nrves, fishhooJr-s and other useful
presenfs for fhern the aborglnals ,>f the area) They daj/.y came off t,t the ship in
therr own caroes, bartering fish, turfles and fr:rfojse shell viz f,tr biscuits and
tobaccr:, and were vjs:fed by us -in fllejr car)rps on siiore- l'[e were ab]e to communixate
with them by the hetp af fhe exr--eJlent vorabulary of fheir dra/ect p;-inted in the
appendix fo 'The Yoyage of HM Surrrey Shrp Rattlesnake.

Commod<tre Bur-neff ag"rees with the opitzion fhaf a party of 2A marines, a suba/fern
offirer an,l an assjsfanf naval surgeln #he wh,tle t* be borne on the boo.(-s of an HM

Ship an fie sfat-rr:n.) will be amply su{fici.ent fc>r the protection af ihe new
seff.lemenf-'
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An extract from Ccmmo'Jore Burrrett's repilrt to the Admiralty dated 22nd September, Sives
greiiter thought to detail:

'With refer-en.e lp fhe ilncludjrlr pardgrdph of their Lordsfiipls /sffer 'M',tf fhe f/s*
March 1,362, d.s fo -qu.ft rneaslire,q as f.he f urther r-eporfs nlay pl:itl!, oLtt, / ha ye f he
honc:ur to sulsm.it the f ollow.irrg: sug6:esf rDns crr-]ne.f€i1 ilrifh f fte ireaifh an,l ef ficiency
af the rJ,:fi:cnmenf of Soyal Marine Light Infantry proposed to b* sEnt tD Cape York,

Ihe rJefarimenf fo be all*we,3 fur the {irst firo ,rredr.s, a whale b,sat 30ft l--ng,
of the lrg'hfesf ,lraft and otherstse canrfrlefe-
..{ Serne nef s.rrd fishrng f*ckle.
AJfernafe ,Jaily r-atians *rf crrrpressed vegetables and linre jur'ce.
A seama.n's lrirr-ary f,sr a Firsf Eafe-
Filfers sufllicienl {or the numbe}' o{ m*n ,Suring f,he rarny *ce6son-
Annus/ suppiies' of usefuJ l,.{rg'el*bJes arrd ses,Js,
One rircul,sr' *enf r:omplete, ,::f fhe ordiri.*;- si.re r-s:uE,l L:y the War Dcpar-tnrenf,
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The settlement was establistred orr the ?lst August 1864 when HMS Salamander arri.ved at
Somerset with the detachment.The surrriving correspondence between the Queensland
Gi:vernment, the Colonial Office and the Admiralty, concerning the relief or the replacement
of the detachrnent shows that beaurocratic procrastination is no new phenomerra but was at
much the norm then as it is today, and commences rrrith a letter from the Admiralty to the
Col,:nial Under-Secretary dated tTth December 1866:

Sir,

I am ,:ommanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty fo *ransmjf a

cammunicatian dafed fhe 24th September lasf, AIo 144, from Cammadore Sjr William
Wisemann with a JEffer from Comnander l"lares of fhe Salamander, su6:g:esfin6: that the
detechment af Royal Marines sf Somerset, QueensIsnd, should Irc replaced lry EJacir'
Troops, and with reference to previous rorrespondence My Lords would be glad ta
receive fhe vjews r:f fhe Ear] o{ Carnarvan on the subiect-

The detatJ:menf of froyai Marines having been nearly three years jn f}re Colrsny
will be required to be relieved or en*irely sithdrawn tn Juty next, ar:rJ as fhe
Governor of QueeasJand in J:is Jeffer of Sepfember Jasf has sfefed tAat fJ:e
continuance of Royal .Ifgrines .fn fhe se*fJemenf js mare an Imperial than a Coloniai
quesfion, some definite and early arre.ntefient appears to be necessary r;n fhe part of
fhis departrnent with reference *o the Marines, and they would sug'g:esf Black Troaps
-cirouJd ta&e fjreir place.

! am etc etc
W G Romaine

The following reply was received:

Drrwn.inE Sfreef,
9th Janrv, 1857.

Sir,
I am djrected by the EarI of Cernarvon to acknowledge receipt ,tf your letter of

the 17th ultima, stating that the ,Jetachment *f Royal Marines sfafroned af Somersef,
QueensJanr/ will iave fo be relieved or rifhdrawn in July next, and requesting: to be
informed *'hefher in H:-s Lordships opinion a i"orce of fhis nature should be emplayed
fhere, or rhefJ:er lhey be replaced by Black Traops, as sug:tested by Commander rllsres.
in his Jeffer you encJcse.

Lord Car-narvon desired fie fo sfafe fhaf he }las no nfsh fo press an fl:e.ir
Lardships ffie refen#on at Somersei of the Marjnes nor sfafioned *here, and Jearres if
enfireJy f'tr ffieir lordships to deci,le rJ:effter fhe sdvantag'e derived frorn that
seffJemenf in affording surcour to shipwrecked sai/ors, iusfffies the msinfenance of
fhe present forte fj:ere far any Jonger period or any confri&u*isr: frorn fhe ddrn-freJty
fu*ds fo fhe cosf of -r*s defence.

ff fl:af force js withdrawn it will resf trith fi:e loral government to defermjne
w.hether f!:e seffJement shall be msin*ained and i/n so what farce shall be enplayed
f*r the proferfion o{ f he sefflers- lf tJ:e Jocal 6'o1'tsrnrrert should decjde tJ:is
guestion in the aff.irmative, it is very tikely that they may be determined on
enploying e Jlfaffve FoJice. Lhaf eppears lo Lord Carnarvorr to be e maffer for thers to
determine-

Il' ftolyever the lords Commissioners of fi:e Adrajra/fy shou/d consjder *}te p':sf fo
be importanf jn an lnperial paint *l' view and yet desire to withdraw the Marines,
Lord Carnaryiln js of the opinion fial a consrderable propor#un af aJJ evenfs o{ the
cost attending *he mainterlance af a FoJice or ot}er Forte will be char6eable upon
irunds af fhe d"fsp*sa} of their lordships, in r+JricJr c-ase firejr lordships would have a
claim fo be consulted by fhe Jocai aufftorifies as to fhe neture an,J exfenf a{ the
for-ce f,: be main*a.ined ffiere.

/* js only {urther l?eressary t,t observe fhat tfte sef*Ienrerf -rs nof rj*houf i*s
ya,lue *o the crerr,s of wrecked ve.ssels, as shown by Sir George Bawen's d.ispatxh Na 54
*f ffie "tEth Septemher, encJosed in ruy Jeffer of the Srd December.

His Lordship requests to be informsd of fheir Lordships decision in fjme lcr
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enabje him t,t cr:rnnrunicafe tjre resul* fo flre Governor by the nail o{ fhe l9*fi .insf.
i am elc efc
Fredk l?odg:ers

The reply from the Admir-alty to this letter clearly shows that the quesetion was not, who
was to provi"de what, but who has to pay for it.

Adniralty
lTth Janv 1857

CiF

J ilaye rerelyed and laid be{,sre my Lor,3s C':mmis.fr:ners o{ the edmiralty yaur
Ieffer af the ?th inst respectrng: the protection ta be afforded ttr fhe seff/enrenf sf
Cape ?',srk, and I am to requesf you *ili sfa*e fo the Earl o{ Carnarvon that my Lor,3s
har.e *aken the sarne -rnto *Jreir consrderatii:n.

From Comnander trIar-es letter a{ 15th Ausg:usf Jasf it €ppears that *h* Rayal
Mar:'nes are entirely unicrf B.s 6 E:uard ag.srnsf the atta,:ks of lrosffle naffves. (Note -
This refers to their serious decline irr health)

My Lor'ls rv-rll fhere{ore carry out their prevjous arrenE:er}ents f'tr fhe removai
c'f the defacJ:menf noiv sfafroned fftere. This *i]l probably take place about fjre msn*l:
of July next. As there may be some difficulty in replating: fhe Marin*s with a Ida*ive
Force, ]fiy Lor,ls witl direc* Commodore lvf*gu-ire to consu/f as far as pr:ss,flrle fie
corrrenienre of His g.rceJlency the Governor of QueensJand ss fc'l fhe precise date of
flrerr renoyal. lt appears xlear to my L'trds, fron the informati,tn fiey J:ave rereived,
that *he place is of g:resf ald lncreesrrg' vaJue as a place af refug:e for fire
shiprrerked crerys of vesseJs navig:afing' the Torres Sfra.ifs, and thaf jfs majnfenanc€
rs of impartance to the Mercantile Marine, bath ,sf Great Eritain and fl're AusfraJian
Cr:Jonies.

My Lords regref that it is ,tut of fhejr potner to provide any funds *ut of the
IIayaJ Vote for the suppart of fhjs seffJement. They will however, if it be desired lry
Lord Carnar'1/*n, give direrff,:ns fi:af if shall be v-lsrfed as before, twice in each year
by Dne of HM 'Ships, snd *hejr Cammanding officers shall be rnsfruc*ed on ffiese
occasions t* carry l-.:u* sucJ: suppljes {ar the settlement as f/:ey may be requesfed fo
do by His Exrellency the Governcsr-'

W G R,smaine
This was foliowed by another letter to Sir Frederjl:k Rodgers, the Under-Secretary to the
Colonial 0ffir-:e.

Adniralty
t?nd FebrY, t867

5ir,
With referenre fo my Jefler of fhe lTth Jernr.r, / anr commanded by ny Lards of

the Adniralty ta send you herewith for the information af the Earl af Carr:arvon a

copy r:f a Jeffer fronr Capfr Sir Willian lfljseman dafed the t?tlt -insf, reporfing: on fhe
setflemenf af Sorners*f af Llape York and rec,smwen'Jing that fhe *oyal .Marines shou/d
be rifidrarvr: ffterefr*m artd ire repfared with .fl/affve F,:If,:e-

It appears to f hetr Lordships to be ess--nfial that the lfarunes should be
with,lrawn as so*n os fhe nec€ssary arranE:errer:fs csrr lre nrade. as iJle mer: remainr*g:
al Sr':mersef are suffer-ing' from tJ:e tlimate-

J am efi ef;
H il Foma-lne
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The following week saw this reply received at the Admlralty"

Downirtg -efreef
23th Feb, 1897

S: r,
I am directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to acknowle,lge receipf of your letter,sf

the 22nd inst, harring reference to tlre withdrawal of the detaxhment,:f Royal Marines
from the seffJemenf of Somerset at Cape York-

Lard Carna!'van desjres me to state in reply l',:r fie informatit>n of the Ltsrds
Comrrissroners ,tf the A,Tniralty that it wili ;-esf with theJr Lordships t,t ,Jeternine

make such provisian as if may be neces.sary fo l-eep up the settlenent after their
withdrawal.

C,:pies of fhe previous clrrespondence har"e a}ready been s+:nf fo flre Governor
for ,l:js infr:rmetron an,l copies of ycrur Jeff*r now acknowledged and of fhis answer
will likewise be senf fo him by the ma}l of the lst March-

I am etc etc
FredK Fodgers 8[

Arders for the withdrawal o{ fhe Merunes wer* senf ta the Officer Commanding the
Australia* Sfatj,:n-

A,Tm.iralty
.7[fi lfavqfi ]$$z

Sir,
With refererrrre to my letter of the lst insf, N,t 37, forwarding a torrespondence

between this department an'J the Colonial Off.ice reJafjve to fhe renroval of the Roya|
/vfarines from Somersef, Queen sland, I am commanded by my Lor,ts Commisioners of the
A,lniralty fr: acquarrt yau that, as soor as you have arrange,l with the Gavernar,tf
Queens/and -rr: regard to tbe Polite to {:e sen* to that Settlefient, you are to order
fhe detachment of Marines to be entbarke,J from Cap,.- l'ork anrl ta be cortveyed t,t
Spifhead in HMS Salamander-

The Salamander fs fo proreed rrriffiout awaiting ffie arri,*ai ,:{ the Virago (rh-rrh
ship had been or,lere,J ta ,Ausfralia fo relieve the Salamander) thraugh the T,trres
5frajfs to Simon's Bay, calling at Safavia for coal. Shou],J any of the Marines rvisfi *o
purchase fhe:r dischar-6:e. thejr Lordships authorise yau ftr grant fft-i's reguesf, and
herer+ifi yr:u will reteive, ft> enable ,vou fo fal-e fhe necesssry sfeps, a nr--nin.rJ Jisf
of the NC Officers and men serzing af .Somersef, Queens/an,l, with a sfafemert af their
length of servire, an'J the amounts to be paid f*r flrejr nis,:harge by Furchase.

I remain, Sir,
)'our obedier:f serrar:f

W G Romaine
Commodore ltfa6:uire
Ausfrajia

I'lominal list ,>f RMLI at Somerset, Queensland

Name Rank Ser vi.:e Frice

David DEhIT
Thomas RICE
James BOSWORTH
John SMITH
Richard WHELE
J,:rhnathon LA.WSOI'I
Charies JARVIS
Edgar BAXTER

Sergeant
Pri vate
F rivate
Private
F'rivate
Pri vate
Pri uate
Pri vate

1 1 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
I years

1 3 years

343 days
?51 days
I 09 days
96 days
76 days

210 rJays
134 days
63 days

f 8-o-0
f ?0-o-o
f 20-0-0
t e0-0-0
f 20-n-0
f- 20-o-a
f 15-0-0
Time Expired
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SAmUet wtLllIl\tblt\l rrlYare
{elias Sam Frank
WILKINSOhI, alias
Sam SMITH)
Itrilliam O'REAGAN Private
Joseph BLAKE Private
George TIjCKER Private
Edward WALLACE Private
William YOUNG Private

Y years ddD flays t 15-U-U

Time Expired
Time Expired
Free
f 1a-0-0
fe0-0-0

The withdrawal of the detachment shi:uld have been the end of the story, horrever as late
as 187 l, a letter in the Queensland arcl:ives show that the problems of the Settlement at
Somerset conr:erning the Admiraity, the Colonial Office and the Queensland Government was

still keeping heaurocrats busy.

CoJon.ial Secrefary's Affice
Brisbane

9th Marrh 1871

Jtt,

I have fhe Jronou,- to bring under the notice o{ Yosr Exrel}ency fhe presenf
in*cJeguate srrsn6:ern€nts made by the Admiralty far the conveyanre of supplies and
p':hce reguired for ffie majnfenance af fhe SetfJemenf af Somersef.

It ytill be hardly necessary fo reca]] to yaur ExceJlency's recollections, fire
reasons that led fo the formation of f}js seft/emenf by fhe ipint ecfions of fhe
Imperial and Queenslan,J Gcvernments, and f}e suirsequerrf removal af the detachment af
r$oyal Mar.ines sfaHoned fhere by the Adnir*lty.

A complefe history of *he esfab/.ishmenf -r* Crpe l'ork, from its faundation itt
1864 to July 1869, wi.ll be found in a comrnunicaffon of the ,9tJr July af fJlaf year
addressed t* the Iafe Goyernar Blackall by Modgsan, at that time Calanial Secrefary.

Ihe operatir:ns a{ the Sefflemenf during ffie above period are g.frren :n detai},
and the impartance of ils mainferance fo fire Mercantile Marin*, both of Great Britain
an,l the ne.ig:ftbour.i.r:6: Ausfraffan Colonies, is c.learly sfionn jn f}le Iefter referred to,
as erel] 6s fJ:e sfro.ng: rl*irrs of fJ:e Seff/emenl upor-r the Inperial Governrrre.nf frr
asstsiance-

It wilt be renrembered tiaf f,he Serrefary of Sfafe {or the CoJonies in
conrmunft-rafing: tr: fJre Governor o:f QueensJand in l:rs disp.:tch defed 25th June 1867,

the dec.ision ar-rive,J at by the Lor,Js Comm-rssroner of fhe Admirai*y fo remove fhe
detachment of .Rttyal Marin*s fhen s*affoned at Samerset, ad,led that the Lar,Js r:f tJre

Ad*iralty rere Hr-iJJing to consuif f?re cr:nvenieace of the QueeasJend tlovernme.nf and
that if i4/€s des.ired fheir Lordships v,:ru.ld give *he drrecfions that fhe SetfJernenf

sht:uld be uisjfed fwjce in eaci: year &y one *f Hltf Sfifps, csrry;ng: such suppJies as

t&e Gorer:rrnenf might considsr necessary.
,4nd in an "$xecu*jve jbf:'.nufe of the Fth June, 1867, or *l:e subJ'erf of *,his

decision af the Adniralty frsns,rjfted lsy Governor ,9jr George Borye.n r.jfh hrs dispafch
o{ Tttz June .:f *Jre .ssrre yedr to fJ:e Sec.r-efary of State for the Coi*:n-ies, one of fJ:e

rc,ndihors on ryh-icir flr-rs Colony expressed ifs willingness fo scn*inue *o cir-L)pera*e
mifA ihe Imperial Governmenf ln fhe tra.i.ntenance ,;lf f he SettJemenl $ras fJrat fhe
necessarr'v rei/ef of men, sfr:res snd supphes efc whith might be canveyed by ,:ne of
tle HM Slips vjsifing: fhe sfafion af Jeasf twice a y€sr free r:f e.xpens€ fo ftre
CoJonial Governrrenf.

13 years
12 years
l9 years
6 years
2 years

191 days
1 56 days
212 rlays
179 days
362 days
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But alth,zugh the stipulation on ffie part ,:f fl:e QueensJand Goyernrten* eyas

agree,l t.o, practixaliy tire p*ri*dical visifs of f{M Sh-lps ta .Somersef haye heen
attended with very little a,Svantage fo fhis Government wh* haye been ,:ompelled at a

cor:siderabJe cusf, to sen,i by ordi nary sarihng r,essei'-s fhe suppJies axd po?rre
neces.eary {or keeping up fhe estabJishment.

?fi'e arrounf pajd ./'c,r- freight dnd FassaE:e fram 31st Augusf 1869 to fhe lst
F*bruary 1971 is f45ca-2s*6,1, as -r* sr: happerred that the supplies an,l r*iiefs ,sf men

t{rere ur8:ently required ,st a fime vrhen ,sne af t'{b{ Ships !oag- rof avai/able.
Twelve rrorf}ls has elapse,l sjnce ffMS Blanche left Brisbart* wittt sfores fcr

,Sr:mersef an,l ,oll thaf oxcasia;t she was unable ar utwilling to pror.irJe fhe
arcon modatian for t.he w.ives an,l fanilies ,zf the Water Pol.ice sent fo t.he seff/ement.

At fhe presenf time horses ai-e urgently required for the purpose of looking
aff*rr the her,J ,tf tattle on which the establ."ishment has rhief ly to rely f or the
supply of fresft meat,. but fhese r:ar..r"lcf be conveye,) fo ,Sonrersef yithaut a ressel
be.ing,:/:arfered expressJ,v for the purpese as I am assure,l l:y Captairt Chal.lis that
HMS Rosario, nolv sbout iti proteed flere has rtr arcommodat.ian .:tr; board for horses,
anLJ no rrt,tm to sf,:rr fhenr on der-k.

I trust thlre{Dre fhat under fhese arumsfances l'our Excellentlt will see the
rtecess-rfy that exfsfs for better arrangements being: made for keeping up the
comnrunicatian lsetween Erisbane artd 5':nre.r-sef" an,J the ronveyarrre of supplies for fhe
naintenance of a sfat-rr>n, wh.i.ch however valuable it nay be as a place o{ reduge for
the crers of vesse,ls nrecJted in the nar;igation o{ I:ru-es Straits and tJle
neighboui:ing' sees, is of little practical intporfance fo Queens/and itsell".

In repJy f,: }'our Excellency's enqu,iries as f,: ffie sfores which fhrs G,:r,erntfient
will now r'equjre fr: far*ard t* Scrmei'sef by HlfS Rosari,r, I beg t,t *qfafe fhsf in
cDnsequenre *f the irreg:uJ*rif,v which l:es hitherto rJharacferised the visjf of Hbf
Shtps, ffiis Government {r€s rompelled to forward near/y a}l the supplies lv*nfed by the
srhooner 'Early Dawn' in Januat-y /asf an,J there is little rnore than a medicine ciest
and few sundries to be forwarded"

I have efc efc
A H Palmer

Co!onial Secretary
Fhs Exce.l,lenn:y
The Adminlsfrator of the G'tvernment
Brisbsne-

The removal of the Royal Mar:ines from the Somerset Settlenrent at Cepe York was i.rr itself
trot a very notable occu..rence except that they nere the last garrison of Imperial trr:ops
to serve on the Australian continent so that again the Ccrps was 'The First To Land and
the L-ast To Leave'-

Maritime Memories and Mementoes

Davjrj Sauntjers has been contmrssioned fo wrife a book {ln ti:e 'Ivlaritime lrferaol-res and
Mementoes of Greaf Britain'. I.his w.ill be published by Patrick Sfep.hens Ltd about fhe end
of 1994.7o suppJement the inf*rmatian he lras collected oyer fhe past flffeen yedrs he fs
asking whether members of the RMHS can add to his list b1, sendin6: defoils of maritime
memorjsJs for jnclusion.fn the boo.[-. Inforntation p/aase ta David Saunders, Woosurrg,
Pointfields, Hakin, Milford Ha./en, Fembrok-eshire, SA73 3EB (0646 692316)
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lf you haye eyer been ta Portsmouth, arst! parfir--u.Iar-ly i{ yau l:ave ever had anyttting to
do with the Navy, you nay haye fieard r;f *fte ght>stly Drummet'Eoy of the Eoyal FIar;lrres.
fteputed to appear in rn"id l,finefeenfh Century uniform or.r fft* ramparts tt{ the ,tl,l Fortort
Bgri.;rcks af G*sporf, iris ar-r:ivaJ ls always, asrt'trdi.ng to legend, f,he preiude to a

violent deafh in the Jacs/ify

A Drummer Boy for Christmas

by Lir:uteu6nt Cornmander Peter Shapter (RAHS)

iTl'tis sl:':rf sfory was utt'itteln- in 1950 when /:e rr*s a yrung Marine)

As we all know there were tvtro branches of the Royal Marj.rres r:ntil 1923, the Red
and the Blue, The Blue ldarines w.rre a bl,-re unifr:rm and ]ive,l et Eastney under lhe
tj tle of the R':yal lr{ar' j nE Artiller-y. Acr':ss tlie water at Fr-rr-ton Barracks were tire
Royal lr{arin*s L.i ght infarrtr-y, klr-rwn as Red l"lar.ines fronr ttreir scarlet turr.ics.

Economies af ter the f i rst WcrlrJ War resr-rlted in tlre Lw,: l-'ranr:hes bei ng amal6amated
irrto ttre ni'eserrt Corps of'FLoyal Marjnes with Fortsmouth Divisiorral Headquarters at
Eastrre;v. Frtrton Barrac!:s was turnr.d over to the Navy and js rrow HMS -qt [./i6r;3pf1 ,6
train.i ng school for l-roy seamer).

About this ti.me the Drummer Boy's ghost apparently rroticed that the famiilar Marine
rrrriforms had disappeare,l- F,lr some 7D years his bc.dy had lairr pea,:efuliy in the
barrac!; cenretery after 'Jy.irrg of {ever, and his ghost had been content witLr the
cr:rr.star-rt sight and s,rund of old c,rmrarles and their suc.essors.

Eut rrow his beioved regimerrt B,as gone and the restless ghost set c'ut t<r search for
thenr. His tspperararr.:es at Forton r,rrer€ ir:frequeut, but adequate enough to start the
legerr,J. I fear- s rrurnber o{ Bc,y Seamen rnust }:ave been jeered dt, arrd everi a,luiL
senLr-ies punished for repor-ting a gi:rost, but several su'bseqrrent an,j niysteriou=,leaths
ser'ved to sLr-engti'ren the Ieg*nd.

In September I $4? at L.he terr,:Jrr- age of 13 pcirrt ir,rl:tr.ing I was r:{rnscri ptEd in t}re
Royal lrlarines, arrd *fter the usr-ral lengttry recrr:jt trair-ring i ft:und niyself in the duty
s'1uad at Eastrrey +ver Christrnas 1948. Apart fr',:m tht f,rrty odd 19 year olds in the
duty =quad arrd a handful of permar-rent st.aff, this huge l,:rarrachs wirs empty r:ver the
)e,*ve peri,:,-1.

My ,:,wn job wa: t,:r be tlte sentr,v ai a point i.;ri,:wn as the West Gate, where I dicl three
four-hour spells iri 34 ll.:urs in accordance with n,--rmal navai watchkeepir-rg routirie, The
West Gate was at the r:nd of a narroilr r,radway leading past firoup Headquarters, tl're
parade 6roun,l, officer"s rness, ir.rfir"ruary anrJ play-ing fiel,Js to the East Gate ei:out a

mi.le away, C)n oner side of tLre r,:ad ai iny r:n,J were ,:{ficer'::' vegetab}e gardens orr or}e
si,Je and the WesL F',:r'|2 irn the otl'rer. i s}:ould s.ly the remains c,f the West Fort
because it c,rnsisterl of tLr* ;^ulls -{ ^ +r;,qq-r-r':-,w}r lJeo,:legrric: F':rt, Iiow useC 6S a

fusps fr.)y' the officers' p,rultry.

.1 . .{* th* iSti,.ls Hl'{S "sf }li.nceni ;rlir:.}r?E'5f '+,'in.enf Sc"hoci, t-;Dvt ii Sf.";fi Forr,r f*,i.1'ege and
{-e;:'sure Cenfre

e- This -rs Fasfney For'f .Ersi. iehich J*ter hecasre fhe ljv ouf> Cirrlrriander"s gir.der?
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Frrr c,:rmpany i i'iad a wcoderr sentry-hox, a teieph,:ne lirre t,:r niy 'oppo' at the East Gate
and another to the guar'3ro,:m. I was supplrsed to l:e armed witl-r an entr"enching to':l
hel ve and isgued with a p,rwerf ul lorch. In cust,rmary service f ashi,:rr rreittrer was
a vailable.

'l'h.[s was 1948 w]ren fo,:rd was stjll r"ationed arrd poultry lvas sh<;rt. As Christmas was
approachirrg I was expecte,l to '#ander intcl tlre \,Yest F,:rt now aud again dnd see that no
black mark-et r€iders were whipping away with the offjcers' Christmas dirri:rer',

Dn Christrnas Eve I was down for tire middle watch, that is io say the por-rltry and I

were scfreduled to see Christmss in tr:sether fr,lm rnldniglrt ta fr:ur in ttre mornirrg. It
was a .:old, clear ni gl"ri with little moon arrd i s,:on f ound an excusE t,) ring up Bill
I'{arrison, who was my 'opp€}' ori the East Gate.

"How's your luck, Bill?"

"8.....". coldl Ftol] r)r] death, I've had err,:ugh of this caperl H,:pe tlrat flamirrg Drummer'
tsoy doesn't ,Je,:ide to walk tonighi."
"Well that stroulrJ wirm yoLr up if you s€e him. Sleep *rell sweettreart, see you at
[rreakf ast."

llesumed my solitary watcrh,,:herishin6 rro.-rnri:,it.i orls t{:} walk through the West F,:rrt's
vast creaking gates lo see if the poul[ry were enjoying the sleep of tire just. The
atrnosphere of the place arid the fact. that it'#as now Ctrristmas rnorni.rig were amply
conducive to brooding sl--)out ghr:sts. There was rio sourid br"rt for tht gentle wa'ves
rollirrg up on the nearby shirrgle beach. An occasional patroi would cycle f rorn the
guar-drc.rom al,:ng t"he coast road inspecting the stationary cars. They were lc,,:king for
Lrlack market raiders, but this explarration did n,f,t cut much ice with tl-re courting
couples so vulgariy disturbed.

It was about 2,30 am wherr a vo:i.ce murmured "\Alhere are ttrey?"

I qvhipped round with a gasp,rf alarm, thinl:irrg the expecLe,l raiders had come. Ther'e
was noLrody there.

It wa$ some minutes l:efore my shakerr nerves calmed dowrr agairr. Then I lar:gherJ at
myself f,:'r imaEir-iing thir-igs and i blame,J rny shc,ck +n the solitude. S,rrne t-err minutes
later, to my irrtense horrt,r I heard a sound rBhir:tr I rec':grrised irnrnediatei5l, and k.rrew
it cr:ul,l only be r-rrre thing. It. was the muffled b*ating of a drurn.

I traced it to the Fort, ancl then raising my eyes to the mourrd of earttr, grass arrd
rul:i:j.sh whicir rose f:-om its inter-i':r, r:ollapsed +n the roadrrsay in a,lead fair-it. There
orr the mound stood the Drummer Boy, outlined fronr the top,:f his tall hat t,.: the

boots beneath his long thigh-length leg6:ir:6s in a pale lurninanr:e, As I passed,rut, my
]ast consci,:us sight was of the drum-sticks r1sing arrd fall'.rrg as he move,j Irr a slr:w
march towards tire East Gate"

I recovered consciousness tc' find rnyseif still orr the r,:adway, soaked irr a colcl sweat,
and sem1-paralysed with fear" It tor:k ttre rest,rf rny watrh ta re6ain anytLring lik-e a

]eve} headerJ state of mind, *rrd wherr my relief turned rrp at 4am I retur'ne,j to the
6uardro,:m in haste arrd silence.

There I received a cup 'rf 'ky"', the marvellous Navy crrco6, which wi]l trir'rr ylrur
stomach at the sight rsf it by d.y, hut j s e li f e-saver i n the sii l] watcites r:f the
rright- While drinL;ing it I rJecide,l t,: sa;r n':thing tci the ottrers *br:ut the drummer. Irr
the more normal surroundings I,:on,:lurled I inust have dozed off in my sentry box arrd
ha,l a mornentary nightmare.

Finishing the 'kye', I was ab,:iut to l.ie d,:wrillrr orla of the g'.rartiro,:nr beds, wherr in
walked Anderson" the East Gale relief.
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"\*/hat the Hell are you rJ,ring here?" exploded Hardy, the Corporal of the Guard"

"Why l:evel't you relieved Harris'ln?"
,,Can't fin,J him Corporal," replie,i An,lerson, visii:ly shakerr, "not anywhere- He's not at

the Gate and I've looked all al,:ng the road."

"My God, the Drummer,"l whisPered.

"tYirat did you say?" shr:uted fhs f,r:rporal, twisting tourards me'

,'l i thought I saw the dead ,Jrurnmer tonight, Corporal," I faltered, "at the $Iest

Gat.e""

To my srrrpr.ise Corporal Hardy,6 man with 18 years service, werrt white"

"Then he has crossed the riyer at last," he muttered. Then recoveri:lg himself, "Turn
out the guard. Light these storm lanterns and come with nre."

I;nder the Corporal's orders $re all poured out to the Eaet Gate, and, by the airJ of Lhe

Ianterns, searched the roadway and playing fields for Harrison' Even so, it was gone

5am before we found him. He was lying in a field on his l:ack, his eyes wide and

stari,rrg and a look of awesome terror on his rigid features' He was quite dead'

There was an enquiry of course, arr Christmas Day. C,:rp,rral Hardy r"emembered t'r ask

Andersorr why he had not phoned ttre guardroom instead of coming back wherr he could

not find Harrison. His reply that he he,J trie,l but could not get thror:gh was c':nfirmed
when :it was found that the ]ine from the East Gate had unaccountably come adrift from

one of its supporting P,:les.

The lrlaval Surgeon and Police Doctor, who examined Harr-ison, agreed he had died of
heart failure follr:wirrt severe shock due to ur:known causes. And there it rrras left' I

sjuppose for', as far a1 I kncw, the Portsmouth Police rrever did s,:lve the mystery of
his deat,h.

In Jenuary 1949, sixteen of my squad, including myself, were drafted to the cruiser
HMS Sirjus and left for Gibraltar sh,:rtly after. \tle never returned to Eastney and

heard no more about the case.

But sometirnes I shall w6n,Jer: Did the Drumlner Boy in fact cross the trarbour to

Eastney g-rat Ci:rristmas Eve? And was it his ghostly materialisation from the dark that
frightened poor Harris*n to death?

Maybe he realisecl at ]ast that the Marines ha,J gone frorn Forton fr:r eYer, and so

s6ught his comrades ,:f the Sea Regirnerrt at that other great barracks where the beat

of ,Jrums and the sweet notes on the bugles could still be heard"

t ,Jo not know the answer. What do you think?

I

I

L

I t is jnf eresting: ta note fhaf the
appearerl in The Globe & Laurel the f irsf
and *tre second *wo rncn*fts later-

f,rra srtirles foI l oring
in fhe Narch 1948 issue

i
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March 1948

A Legend of Forton Barracks

While remaving an old pirture fron its frarre. a reJaffne of ltlr L A Graffham, o:f
Mudfard, Yeovil, discovered I r.opy of "Fullman's Weekly /Vers" dafed lst February
1898- It confained flis story, Nr Graffhatv, an ex-Eoyef &as senf it to us and .he

rould like fo hr:ar if any at.her fac*s ;rre kroryn abost *jre heuntin6' af Forton
Barracks.

A mysterious story of a sentry and fl supposed ghost has just come to light at the
Royal Marlnes Light Infantry Barracks, Forton-

On Friday night, Private Herbert Harris, a young l*Iarine, sas orr sentry at the
battery, rhich occupies a lonely situation behind the barracks, close to a burying
ground in which French prisoners of rar rr€re once interred. The burying ground is
now disused, but it has a great reputation as the haunt of disembodied spirlts.
Many stories of ghostly visitations around the spot are told, and some of them are
vouched for on high authority. One spirit is said to appear in the forrn of a French
officer, a prisoner af rar, $ho shen he died left a letter to the effect that his
betrothed and he had pledged themselves to meet at his graveside.

Harrig's story, horever, is a little more circurnstantial tharr any of these. Early ot
Saturday morning, it seerns, he several times challenged a mysterious persorrage and,
receiving no reply, he finally closed rith him-

A severe stru6gle ensued ryhich ended in the sentry being left insensible sith the
loss of a portion of the forefinger of his right hand, the finger apparently beirrg
cut off rith a knife.
Since the occurence Harr:is has been confined to the infirmary and has made rambling
statements as to his essailant having been a black man, with heavy rhiskers and a
long bleck coat - a masquerade to rhich ghostly visitants at Forton seems to be
rather partial"

Harris horever, has not yet sufficiently recovered to give any ratiorral accourrt of
the occurence.

A peculiar feature of the case is that, although the report of a shot ras heard,
none o:F [he ten rounds of ammunition uith which Harris was served out before going
on sentry had been expended. No traces of the assailant can be discovered, and it is
therefore generally supposed that he can be none r:ther than one of the Forton
ghosts.

May 1948
Nore Facfs crn an OId Yarn

By Chandos E Hi I I

l{ith reference to the yarn irr The GIobe & I-aureI of I'Iarch, about the ghost that
haunted the vicinity of the 6urr battery at Forton, its reputation was very much
alive rhen I joined the Portsmouth Division in 1903.

The post ras most unpopular ri.th young saldiers, es the episode of the attack on
the sentry wfis comparatively recent and the locality ras lonely and depressing.
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The beat extended round the old gun battery, which sas a reproduction of a line of
batgeship minus its masts; r'ound the swi$ming pool, uhich wa$ surrounded by a trigh
wooden paling; and last, but not least, tro derelict graveyards, in one of which

IiyerI the Commandsnt's donkey, wtrich is suspected on one occasion of impersonating
the deceased French officer.

On tryo sides the post ras bourrded hy malo,Jorous creeks along whose banks giant
rats scampered-

The sentry ras visited punctually at 10.55 pm by the Subaltern of the Day" Indeed,
jt would have been a serious breach of military etiquette to have gone the rounds
any earlier or later. True, a fer 'Field Officers of the l#eek' tried to break this
ipon custom, but ryithin a few days the old routine sas re-established-

Ceremonial Vis:it

'l-he procer3ure in '.risiting the senLry on the Gun Battery was a ceremonial

occasign. The Subalterrr of the Day having turned out the Guard, inspected ttre drunks

in the Gr:ard Detentior:r Room and aske'l them if they had any complaints' Tirey always

proteste,J that they were perfectly sober and demanded to be released- They krrew

they coul,l rrot tre, but the formula had to be observed'

The officer, accompanied tiy the Corporal of the Guard, therr visited the sentry on

ilre pay Offjce. There $/as a ghost here, tr:o, l:ut the suLralterns'quarters were above

the pay Office arrd the occupants usually made such a rroise that the poor ghost had

few oportunities of manifesting itself.

The little party of two then procee,Jed to the Gun Battery. Here it resolved itself
jnto'Visiting Rounds'.

Before leaving the Guarcl Room the Corporai had provided hirnself with a piece of
paper on whjch was wrjtten the 'Passwor,-i for the Night'- This important piece of
'information had also been imparted verbally to the sentry orr the Gun Battery'

Ghost Watch Routine

The sentry coul,J always be fourrd orr the e:<treme br:undary of tr.is post, as far as

possible fr,:m the graveyar,is, Er-r:J'Visiti.ng Rounds'knew exactly where to find him'

Out of the darkness woulc1 l,:om a dark figure, and a nerrrous voice would hail "Haltl

\ilho goes there?"

,visiting Rourrds' promptiy haited, as it was quite possible the sentry had loaded his

rifle to tlefer,l hin:seii against the Frerrchman. The Corporai then replied "Visiting
Rounds".

Back fpom the sentry came' "Stand, Visiting Rounds' Advarrce one to give the

c,>uintersign"" The Corporal then unfr>l,le,J his s.rap i){ paper and by the }ight ':f the

lantern ,liscc,vere,l the magic word, approached the sentry, whn pointed his bayonet at

the pit of the CorPoral's 5l6Pn6r:h-

The Corp,rrai therr wh.i spered the magic counterslgn ancl the serrtry shouted "Advance,

Visiling Rounds. AIi's well." The sui:alt-errr theri joinerJ the Corporal and the sPrttry,

hear,l the latter ga6ble through his orr3ers, and left h:im to Ltie ghost arrd rats'

I wolr,Jer if the Nav;+ marrage,C io lay the ghr:st, and, if ever the Rr:yal5 13]44 r-:veF

F,:rtr:n once mr)re, whether their own special ghost wi ll re-appear' to lighten the

monotony of the 'Sentry on Lhe Gr-rrr Battery''
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The Origin of the Gr een Beret

by Captai.n Derek Oakley MBE {Rl,lH$}

In the summer .:f 1942, tlo 1 Comrnan,So, first forme,l in the sumorer cf 1940, c{ere

stationed :lrr Ayrshire, Scotland. They had recently taken part irr a raid .lrr the Le
Touquet area ,:f Fran,:e, t'lear Boulogne. There were six Tr-o,:ps in all, billetted in
private houses between Irvine and Kilwinn:irg. Orre day the Command:i.rrg Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Wjll Glendinning of the Welch Eeginrent, as was his wont, was

conducting a 'lour d'horizorr' of the Cornmandos future employment with his Second-irr-
Command, Major Tom Trev,:r, also fr,ern the Welch Regiment, and his Adjutant, Captain B

G B 'Puggie' Pugh of the Royal Vtlelsh Fusiliers. The questiorr of a commorr tread-dress
was raised.

The problem arose from the fact that no tess tttan 79 d.iffer'ent regimerrts and corps
of the British Army were represented in the Comnrando and Lhat each was wearing the
head-dress peculiar to his parent unit- Thus a motley cr:llectiorr of caps, tam-o-
shanters, b,>rrnets, f,:rage caps, caps ':Fore and aft', i:ei-ets, peaked KD caps, etc,
appeared on ttre Cornmando parades, the forest being a veritable RSM's n:ightrnarel

This problem, of course, ran through all other Commando units at the time, but some,

Nos I and I Commandos in particular, had resolved it by adopting as a common head-
dress the cap TOS (tam-a-shanter). For a variety ,:f reasr:ns, one being that No I
Commancl,r was predominsntly Welsh in character, a head-dress with a Scottish flavour
was r"rot c,:nsidered appropriate or desirable! It was therefore decided that a beret
was a l:etter answer as it was dif ficult to wear improperly, vras tight and easily
disposet3 of in a pccket if necessary.

As to colour, the two already in service, Black was wrlrn by the Rr:ya} Tank Regiment
and Red (rnaroon) by the Parachute Regiment and so had to }:e av*:ided. Luckily a

range of i.deal colours was to hand in the shoulder insignia of No 1 Commarrd,], a

salamander going through fire - the salamander bein6 treen and the flames yellow
(gold) and red (crimson). This insignia wes orginally designed by the Richmond Heraid
at the College of Arnis.

It did not take a genius to decide that, of the three colour cli,:ice, Eretsrl was far
and away the first and obvious choice. Arrd so it was to be.

The type, style and colour having been settled,'Fuggie'Pugh !flas detailed to
investigate how and where it could I:e pr,rduced. Luckily there eras a factory clr:se by
at Ardrossarr specialisirrg in the manufacture of Scottish bonrrets, etc. A visit there
solicite,J the inforrnation that they also had a ltYD (War Department) contract to
makeblack berets for the RTR. Samples of these were produced; an Officers' pattern
and an Dther Ranks' pattern, the only difference heing that the }:eadbend of the
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The shouldelflash of Ho I Commando depicting the
green salamender going lhrough fir.e. Thcse
illuctration; ere taken froo 'Coumaados & Bangers
of tdorld lAiar 2' by Jamee Ladd, and 'ltorld Army
B*dges & Insignia since 1939' by Suido Rosignoli.

forrner was of s.iik and the latter of leatherl Colour samples were matched up to the

6i-een of the salamander- Pugh recalls thet the originai sample wtss of a 'Particularly
nauseatjng desigrr, the crown being the ideal Sreen bu! it was surmounted by a red

bobble with red and white dicing round the ban,j". As a result of negotiatir>ns tsto

sample ,lesigrrs were pro'luced for the CO's inspectiorr and were aFproYed with

instructi.ons to Set some actual 6reen berets rrade. lYithjn a fortnight the firm had

completed the order to every onets satisfaclion.

The ne>lt phase of the 'operation' was the CO's decision to seek the approval of the

Cr-rmmander 6f the Special Service Brigade, Brigadier BoLr Laycock, {or No I Commarrdo

to take into usE Lhe Sreen beret. By return of post, preceded by a phone call

presunlably, Bob Laycock said that for some time he ha,J been considerin6 a commort

head-dress for the syhole l:ri6ade and hE fel{:, subject to No I Commando's agreemellt,

that the green beret would be i.deal. t'Iaturally agreernent lvas f orthcomirrg' As a

gesture, the Briga,Jier decreed that as stocks became available, No 1 Commando would

be issued with them first. And so lt was that the greerr beret was taken into use by

N,: I C,rmmanrlo prior to ther-n emlrarkin8 for Operation Tar,:h, the landings irr North
Africa irr }.Iovember 1942-

As far as tlie Royal Marines t6ere concerned it:is clairned that 41(FtM) Commando was

the first to wear the treret" Ljeutensr-it Cr:lonel B J D'Bertie'Lumsden was 'r.i-sitinE
5S Briga,Je's HQ arrd saw one o{ the first green l:erets; arrd taking ari immeriiate

Iikirrg t,: it, he was allowed to te}.-e r:ne away with hi rn. He decide,-l to prrt his f,ull
,lress c{illar badge .into it in place of a normal cap Lradge, a ct'rstom adop:ted anly t>y

the of f icers of 4 1{RM) CornmanrJ,:. This beret is on display in tire Roy'*i MiErines

Muserlm, along with the C.rmmando fighting l:rrife.

This art.itJe js &ase,-J on s short nemarandunt by Cspf,+in llater C*lonel) B fi B Pugh
defed eJ Jaruar;v tg?6. i{e says f,haf lle J:ad ror-rDa'r*t€fed *Jre sfl:>r"y wit?t Colonei
Gierrdi;:r:fr:g:, Colttnel Trevar, Maior Griff-Hunt, th* A,Jrnir:s*r-atrve Off-tcer *{ N,s I
Com*at,Jc, antj Orrjer'ly R**m €HS Herrry 9town, ffI?L-) r'i?ri JV* .l Crrlr,*an,J,:'s Or,Je"r',r3r r?oom

thraughaut the war.
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The Diary of

Captain David James Ballingall RM

by Alexander Craig

A letter of instruction ,lated ZTth January 1841

From J Wilson, Acting Adjutant Genera/-
To Col .Ianes Royal Marines Forfsnrorrfh

Ilend a Captain ar:d a Second Ueufenant to proceed t* fhe Lakes o{ Canada, via Pac.kef
*o ss,rl from Liverpo'tl to Bosfon sn frrurt} of February 184 1- The A{ficers fo proreed
to ffin6:sfon and report to tfie Senior "it/aval Offixer" F.S. Advised the regulate,l
Gavernment contract price for passage to Boston is Thirty Five Pound.

Signed lhos C. Ilwyer
Lieut & Adjt

This order set in motion the hasty departure from Pr:rtsmouth of Captain D J Ballilrgell
RM and Second Lieutenant J C Symonds RM. The Captairr's diary recorded the coach trip
to Lond,>n of his wife Dorcas and himself. His meeti.ng via e letter of intro,iuction
ryith the Mr Cunard of the Cunard Steamship Line (see Note l)- Captain Ballingall's
early call found the gentieman still "Abed", hnwever l,1r Cunsrd invited the Captain to
trr eakfast with him. Ttre irrvitation was accepted and the journal records the
conversation pertairring to Cunard's "r?ecenf award of ti:e mail cont.ract by IIM
Gavernmen*, fo deliver the mail *o ,ltlorf}r Ameruca by Sleamship and his payment of Sixfy
thousand pounds per annurr- for campletir:n o{ same."

It was about this time that Dorcas Balligall requested that her husbarrd keep a jonrrral
of all the interesting heppenings during his p,>stirrg to upper Canada. The Captain
agreed and his journal was begun. Ttre book itself is a leather bound ve-rlume errtitled
"Fjlteen Months on L*efte Ontsri{, , Upper Canada in fle lears 184 I *o 1849." The
Captain's attention to detail and extensive use of lan6uage show him to be an
articulate, well educated* intelligent i rrrJividuai with a yery keen perception and
r.rrrderstancling of a variety of subjects, rrot the least of whictr rrere tris observations
of li.fe, people and events, Captain Ballingall has gi.ven Canadians a unique insighi:
irrto the life and times of Kingston wherr it was capital of the Canadas. This is a
period of history on which there is only very scant material existing. The journal
begins with a letter writterr to his wife upon its com;rletiorr:

My Dear Mrs Ballingsll,

AgreeabJy fo your requesf on my ieaving Engtand that I sfiorrld keep a recard af
any interesting sr:b.y'ecfs that might fall benest} my natice during the period of ny
ber*6: sfaffoned on tfte ls"kes *>f Canada, That suci recreaffon *rouJd open fJre mind to
refJecffon, add to my c}:eerfuJness and tend to calm and eJeyste fhe sou/-

In tf:e ':ompi/af.ion of fJ:e fallowing papers / iave used my best endeayours fo
acrTuiesce in yaur n:'shes, in touching an ffte lakes and cataracts of the great river
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St- La*:r-ence, the mann*rs anrj rusf*ms of th* v*rjous tribes o{ ln,Siarts w.lt* J:arre
{r{}fl?f} unrjer my abse}'vafjon,

.4 i.imite,J rrdfi.€ ,s{ * p*rtion *{ th* ar*itha}ogy and emigrafinrr of the country
with an infer-spersion of a fertt;rnecrio*es as irrirJent to the suh;'ecf.

Shauld the.ir p*rusa| .in flre J*as* r:ontribute t* your' arnusemelf and infttrmati*rt
then hss my objert lreen {ul}y eccornp/rslrecJ a.r:d wi }l aff crd me d vEry fieart f*lt
p/easu.r"'e-

)'DUt ver! f.sith{ul and aff€ctionate
FJusband

D G Ballingall

After this letter, is an in,je:< of lhe 355 pages, showing such diverse subjects as the
cli mate of Carrada, tlie lakes o{ the thcusand islands, f alls of Niagara, the Indian
widow, maple sugar, the great northern diver or lr:on, delirium tremens and I{MS I{rsg'ara.
Irr all there are forty nine different headings with the relevant page numLrers.

Since ttre diary was written for l'ris rgife Dorcas, it descril:'es daily life in gerreral,
there is however s,)me l.im.ited m:ilitary irrformati':n, mainly pertainirrg to the 11fe and
conditiorrs 'iri i{MS filiag'ara and tlre t}-rreat of the ever expanding nati.on to the South.

The two officers Ballingali and Symonds were transported from Liverpool to Bostorr orr
board tl're Britannia "A sfeamship of 1,400 fols." (see Note 2) Owing to the late
bookir:g of his passage hjs f irst night was spent irr an "After Cabirt" r'ather than the
"State Roont". he occupied f,:r the remainder of the stormy voyage. He ,lescribes his
state roclm "Eeing ankJe tleep in pster at times." He alsr-r refers to the "84 pec.k-ages
an,J six fhousar:d letters bein6'serrt /n the nail-" and the ships coal capacity of "6
hundred f,rns-"

Cln arrival irr the IJSA, Captain Ballingall g.ives a description of each town he passed
thror:gh, beginning with E':ston to M,:ntreal arrd lhen to Prescott and Kingston. The
rnode of trarrsport was a horse drawn sleigh, a beautiful sketch,:f the sleigh with four
horses and driver is sh')wn.i.n the l:ool;, with tlie following descripLi,:n:

"lt r:'.rnts.frred two fited seafs a* erfJrer end eaclr tapable rsf xontairt.in6 fhree
pei's{rr}s srh,: with fhe Euffalo robes end l:Iar:J<et;osfs fin'J themseives pretty well
squee.eed, with or"r/;,' s.r'x per-s$ns irne fi*ds lhemselves pretty x,:tmfortaL.]e but shi,uJd
f/:e Coachman pici. up ai Jrassen6:er- on fhe road thase unlucky per''s,lns already itt
p.rssessior] ,lre uttforturtafe enoug'-h *o /:ave a slriffing benrft put somewhaf as.l,ew f,:r
f}:ese aclditional p6ssell6:ers ,r,io rsst ffuerr back.s ag'ainst fhe brnad bend whicl: .hooA-s

across Aij fhrls +ne ri6y bear unt.il dnotiier Weary Heiglrt .is found
on t/:e .road whs rran*s t,t ,*ide wiren a second shiftrng s*af antJ strap is frf fed
d.ross. Ih*rr;"',:>r-r }:iaye fhe pleasure ,sf being squeez,ed witt: tweive p*j-s,:jfis insj,Je a
csr'r-ia6:e sa"id oniy fr-r r'r;:fain h.alf that number

l".he rr;arrlrrar:'s seaf ls on a srr;*Jl b*nrh c*r..slde;-abJ.y low*r fLran f he ho;'ses, *.nd
fle;-r" t'eing rrc: pafilrefs tfie reins dangle lLlos* an,l afiord no xammand of t.bem, but
ihey a;'e s,) *,*i:ir-ab/y br*k*rt tttat al*iro firre "hrgh sp.irif*d ar:imels filey;-e6-uJafe
tfreir pa,:e rrrsfantly at his call-"

Eac}t nres driv*es *en o;^ f:'Ife*r; miie sfages and w'hs'f mu.sf rrurprjse trve.rv.Errg/isl:r:rarr
pulls Ltp E.".€ry f,.rui* or* five miles ar:rJ gives his horse.s .tn *,jl;bif uin r}c,stl ,:f watei' -

Th* coa,:ltrilen sre pdid by fh* propl'ief+rs af fhe r,Efe i;f fwe:lve d,sllars per
ntottth, an,J r-er:eiye r.i':? f,:e f;*om passer:S:ers and f.his ls trre .r*uJe a/sc rvrfh all pubi.ir-'
sei-'rarl*s .in Am*r":,:a, as .in ilofeis. Sfeaml-rosfs slrrl EaiJw,:ys,"
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Orr arrival at the smail towli cf Prescott br,:i:h o{'ficer-s irisperte,J ttre Battlefiel,:l si};e

of t438.

"f,rn fhe rn1rnjng,S g1yt:{a,{ w* passed t.ltrougb P.r-esr:oft w!!,lre we ha,l art oppottunity
to y-resy lhe posifior: or:*liied by tlte E*beJs j:: lvo"erll:er 1838, wl',i,:l-t i:onsisfs of a

Win,lnitl and silrre atljacertt }c,uses built of sf+rre fr*nt *rh*nce they c;;ultl rtttt be

disltttlged. {See A/ofe i.)

This b*,1y sf rebels cf,as,lsieLJ ,s{ 40A mett wh,s cafie ,Jtswrt tr; ;r sfetrrer- fi'+ol SacAets

Harbour., with t'he intention ta.Jest;'oy fhe trtwn ,s{ liing;1,:tt. lt,3irl}Ear^s thet th,:y
alf*:r-e,J fhe-rr p/an af*erwar,7s, and ma'Je {or tlt*t towri ,-tf Fi'esc,:ft, btit .l:*r* they missed
th* whart a;rd drifi.e,-j ,Jowp info {:he Wi;idmi}i, wl-tith fliei' o.',-irpted with l:wc pieces iri
canftor, an,l alsp sttm* *,J-iarenf iruses. iler* f.he-tr naa/e a stand.rS'*lrrsi th*: atta,:k *{
Captain $,rrJo*i wif,h an ar'ored sfe.snrer- Lieut Fsrk*i- i;{ the E,-:;-',ll Mariites with i'? r'f
his m*ri an'l srtme searnell ?i*re wourt,Tt'l, ,;rrte Marine *;ille'J

In fhe i:ours e o{ the ,3ay Cctlottej Dun,Jr+s arri v*,J *ith 4 ConS;arti€s r-rf jri,' ReE intenf
fr.om !{irtgst,:rt. Considering tbe bui}dings fon sfrorg fr"r be re,Juce,l with*ut Cattr'on
the,v r3rurre ffi* Eebels fron the hcuses within fhe Windrnill frorn r,vhence lhe,v

attenpte'it*esl:apetyconrea'l'ingtheilselvesem-lilgthelsrusl;wtod'tttttalllvet-P
r:apfure-;. |he r-emernrJer rn the Wirt,lmill ,lisplay*'J e i*l:it:e {iag and surren,ler*C at
,Jiscref.larr. The whrrie ;runllrsr' of ptis*ners i{as 39C'

The rl.sp,edran lvtiiitja Bfiang whom sonrf luke wartnless lta,J been suspecfeJ sh,:*ve'-J th*
utm,:st zeal, an,J rrustere,--l f': fh* exfenf ,:tf 5400-

ir: I(irr6:sfon eyery perso,t talkeC of the galla*t art'J dashing iorldu.t cf C;sptalrr P*r&er
erd lrjs han,Tfui of Mariries in fhls Jilfie afiair where i am proud to say, a-q Lisuisl

the Corps d.isplaye,J all that gallantry for which they .sre at all tirnes C,:t'rsi':jct.ious-"

The rrext ,lay beirrg the 24tfljay f rom Errgland and the 28th day of Februar y the
off.icers arrived in Xingstcrr. Ori lst Merch 1841 Ceptai::r Baliiugall rep()rted fl)I'rJuty.
What follows ar"e his impress.i ons of HMS !l.iagara, ttre numbers an,l disp,:sii-iori c,f

seanlelr and marines Lake Pay atd I'iaval Estimat,es'

"Th* Isf of Mar-cfi rep,trte'7 myself to Captairt
I'lava! Esfab/isftmenf Dn tlre Canadian Lakes,
Majesty's 5iip I'Iiagara, *it,:gether an imaginary
4t

8,r,. tl:e Treaty of 1814 witf' the Lr*.it*d S*afes, Gr*at Br,rlfajr:r is prevenf*,J {r'*tn having
Eny arm*d ye*ose/s on f he ial:es, whith csused *he ir:,Ju.-:f-ron ,sf L'rr: Dor-A-;';;161

.Fsfsblishff ent at fir-rs place* sn,J n,rf unf r / f he &raa"L ir:g ,sut r:f th* lat* Rebelli,Lvt i rt

1837,ild ffe cgnsjder a ft{aval Establ;shinel:t agdln ri€{:essar'y. Capfa.in Ssr:dorn !t/as

senf ouf in t83S fr-- form a rVaval F$r{:e Drr lake Cnfa:io. This ft-rr-ce af presenf
t:onsisfs Ltf 390 Sesmen ant] g0 Maritres h'* r,ing tw,: .*maJi yessels Dn ffi is laji-e ,:lrrJ
tw:n *rs Lake Erie. 53'fle freaf,v wifh fhe Sfaies these sfea,rlel-s a;'e ttot allowe,l t,t
cirri-j1 g-un-r i:r fo he a.rmed as vesseis of war. Tr'-, he tl.r -sorn€ state a{ prepsrafl'oll
howeuer flre/r' I'tJrr,c ar'e distrounfed an,l kept in the hr:),1-

During fhe nrlrifer sea.s{?ri while these steamers are frozet"i in al.ottgsi,Je of tlt* whart"s

tf t?te,3o,:l:yard the t:rews ocl:upy a h,*ndsome sfi-..ne l:uiiding on* nf'fAs sf,Jr'* h*llses
of the ,Sockyarcl, which r.s' ,livide,J {rom f he r"=.sf tf fJ're rrsfaL:l.i-ehra*nf by '; ltigl"t
w,j,t,Jen Stic*;etirtg, alt urithin fi:.i-< space js calJed FIer.lfaJe.sty's Shilt I'lia6ara-

The Ltuitding itself ctrr.-sjsts etf a basenrelf at;,J three sfLlries. ?-fie Easr:ntent t,.L*tains
i:,:o.ft.ing Irlaces ;f1rr-' fhe Aff.icet's ar,J n:et:- rifJ: J.;ifcfrens, Sfri-i,ng' Eoom, P:-,isc'r'i snL-l

cell+ behin,l is a got--,J y"ar'1, where *I:e nren an]us* fhe*tsel.-es ,rf .sA-jffIes, ,Tirojfs ,rlr'-/

ot,her 8:ajre's' {rt the t-eetr- '-rr this yard are f;';e vtbarf's anr-^l sli;r-s for fis E';afs' wl:ele
f-fue rnerr cart wazlt tl-ieir ciather i n th* wat*rs af the lake.

Sarttlom R*yel Navy,,:*ntmandinE the
w-bo-.e pendenf f/.ies r)n boarcl Her
ship, ,:ertainiy a i'roo-su.,h. i'See nofe
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The First flaar is enf*red ,nr,rrr,' the yard in front of the principal d*orway fr'snt
whence a.:irrujar steiri.+se dirrides the buil,ling {rom tap ttt bottom. I/re Aparfmer:f
an the ri ght as you er;fe'r .is 85 feet l,zng an,J hav.ing a width of 3A feet, artd
sp;;cious height sv&irft is fiffed up a.s the L*wer' -Deck of a Line af Eattle Ship, with
mens Tai:/es, Ki,ls x'nd Tubs, tltis is called th* Dining Eoont. or LawerDeck'

The Apartnrenf c,n fJre Ie f of ti:e sfairs rs fftfed as a bedroom havi.ng {tsut' rors of
tt*o,len be,l places, A.rze rsver the *th*r', like f-hose i.n a cabin oi a Fassage YesseJ-

Cver ffue /??erls rl-rn/r:g rDOfit is the Messruoo; artd Cabins for- *]re Officers. t}re

Apartmertt uver- lhe be,Jra*m .is ferarer-J Lhe lQuarter D*r:.k, orie si,Je of wltJcfu is aJso

fiffed up with Cahins far the l.lal'es" Ihere alt c$mqlai]\ts al'e made and all
pur"-.ishirenf o;re,c fed.

The Two Aparflre;:rf s {)ver this are fitte,t as a Sjc}: Eay, Armaury, Te.ilors an,l
Shr:ernak*r's Shop ,End lsl:-r;:s for the Warranf Ori'ficers-

The Estsblishment at Present Coasr;i[Q-fi

Post Captain Sandom

Commander Duffil
Lier:t Harper
Lieut C C Fc,well
" C Beer
" D Elliot
" G \rYestern 3/6
" M Rowlatt 3/6

tlaptain Marines D Ballingall
1 Lieut L,:wder'
2rrd Lieut SYmonds

Surgeon Alex Macleroy
" Ed Newman

Purser J,:s Marsh
Znd Purser Chas Asmer
Assist Surgeon Johi: Forbes

, rr Thos Str-atton
Lawrerr Martin

r':' 
::'

Mates

Per Diem7/6
q/-

/ 1oth3/6
3i6
3/6
-f/u

|vt1 fvlr-ryle
" Dyett
" Reeve
" Duncan
" Willoughb5r
" Hubert
" Sandom
" LapethiLier

Znd Master
Mr Emery

/ 1$th

i loth
/ lOVz

/ lOt,i
/ lOt/"
I l?ti
/ 10t,k

/ lot,

,t 1 nla

5/ t)

/ lOtE
/ 1 t)tb

3/6

3/6
3/6
', /0
1 ln

1/O

First and 2n,J Cl,:ss Petty Officers

Able Seamen an':l Private Marines

16/18 Per Month

12/ 1A

f-h e 
-Qr 

y!]-Qffrcel=---ne rc!-Ier-d--Q-..q44-$|,issl9 n'

Mr Marks Clerk in Charge f35tl"0"ll
" Haywoo,J Acting in Chai Se I-ake Erie 200"0"0
" Tayl+r MastEr of I'liagara in Ad'litiolr 1t10"0"0

Allowance to Clerk in Charge for House E{-1"0"0

-Do- For A':tg Clr'rk in Charge Lake Erie 36)"Ct"0

Allowance to Clerk in Chsrge for Stationary 2e"0"0

Traveling Charges, Fostages, Advertisements
enc,-qlilqr.:rnel!-t=!elss:--- - 300"0"0

From the l.laval Esti rnetes of 164 i f, 1 059"0"0

Gove;-prnept l-rave 6r"arrtecl this allowance t,: the men enrployed on I-eke Service f1-1 pqllrJer

their pay arrd situatiol in everir respe,:t equiv.ri*rrt to that cf the Anrer"icar: Seatnet't

- .r'et n,:twithstanr3irrg t-iris libererlity eirvinag,i lry thr: British Grrrrerliment Desertion
g{}es on ti-r a}} alarming exterrt."



As Officer Conrmandirrg E,:yal Marirres orr ttre Greet Lakes, Captairr Ballingall had to have
a firm grasp of the events of the previt:us war^ with the United States. He devcles
three pages of his journal stating the sliips, r-rumbers of guns and informatiorl regardiltg
British losses in actir>n dr:ring the ,rar r:f 18i3

THF FC'Lj.0WIJ',IG IS A STATEFTEIIT OF THE ENGLISH

AND AMER{CAN NAVAL FD]?CEs Bff I'HE LAI{ES II'I 1814.

Stetemenf o{ English
ldaval F,:rces {)x Lake
Anfuri'L Lfl.l 4

Irlanres of S/rips
.$l larvr'ence
Prir:ce .Eegenf
Prinress Charloffe
Marttreal
trIiag'*r'a
Star{bri g}
Charwell
Ma g n et {sr}oolrl er-.i
J\IefJey

Gun Eoats
Cle,spatra
Lars
Min*w
MelJy
fie6:*nf
l-hundsrer
Wellirtgt*rt
EefaUailon
SJack Sn.r}'e
Prescoff
Dr-eadnaugh*

Sfafenenf *ir flre
Amer'iran Fcrri-e on .Lske

Onteria lA14

LSe ofNo *{ Guns
lAE
58
+4
24
i-1 I
16
!5

10

i.lor*es *{ Ships
Sr-iper*ior
Mohawk
Pike
Maddisnrr
.Tefferson
In,Jependen,:e
Styph
Or:eida
Lady a{ the Lake
F.:ur sll,a.ll rraft
Ten Gun Boals

Gur:s
6A
44
dt)
33
28
ca
L*

18
a
i3

1U

Tota]

1

1

I
I
I
I

1

1

.t

I

sit Total 2Sj

Sfafemenf o{ ths 5n6:J:si
trIaval ForcE on LaJ<*
Eirie JB I-3

i'lame of S/:ips
Detrait
Quee;: Charlatte
lady Fr*o""*osf
6'eneral Hunfe.r
Eire
Liftle BeJ*
Chippawa I l.nch Howitzer

T*'tal

5fefemenf of the American
llava] Force ,tn Lake Erie
1813

l{o of Guns
cn

ta
6

4L
d

R9

Nane tf Shlps
lsr.t^ence
JVragara
Caledonia
Ariel
,5umrt;ers
Ptrrcuprr:*
7i6'ress
,5corpion
Teippe

No r:f Guns
ah

EU
a

J

+,!
I
I

I
I

4,,Total

IlE. Ihis Squadr+-.n lra,s r:ap*ured €rld rJesfr':yed fLre sam* y*ar' &.,rr a- _srlperi*J* .4.,??erii'6.n
force, althiugh the Engliih sJrrps e.rrceecled *rle Americgns itt the l€o L>f Guns yef- fhe-
Cajjbre r:n fh! srde of-*he laffer ras .sr] r-rurh larger fiaf Li3: esfjrtdffnS: tlre rtleiS:fi* of
m*tal thre:wn lsy one broadsid* from each Squadlon, ffie AneriL'.ar7 w;s talhe English as
3,ts lo P. The-nu,trtrer of ruel? {}r} br:rarrj ffie Amer-iran $r;?s nearJyjn a sjnl.iijar proporfj,}il}'
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Sfafen:enf o{ the Eng}ish
.I.Iarrai .Fr:,-ces an Lake
Champlairt Augt 1374

I'Isrnes r:f ,SJ:ips
Co*fi danc:*
Iinnel' (Brig)
Cltub {Sloop)
Fln,:.h {5lo,sp)
lricle (Sla,sp)

Gun Eoats
,Sir-Iarrres fec:
Sir Georg:e Frevi;st
Lord Wellington
Gereral Simc,:e
Marshafl Eeresfsrd
Sir Home Pophanr
Gen*rai Br*ck
Tecirrrsef h
Lord C,>,.:hrane
Canarja
Elurher
Sit" Sydney Be,:kworth

T*tal
This Flaatilla sic) r+as rapfured
Flatsburg.

Sfsfemerif 't{ the Americart
Forr:es $/ar.al) on lake
Charnplairt Augt t 81 4

Na ,sf

1E

JJ
tL
4

Guns

C

c
a:,

I

1

I

I

I

c

1

91

anr-J destroyed

Na *f Gutts
28
otLU
oeUL
11

I
EA

Names of S/:ips
5ar-ag:c,ta
A Brig
Ticonder*ga
Comr*DdLare Frebble
lul,sntgomery
Ten Gutt Eoafs

Tata]

by the American Flaatilla be{or*
116

Captair: Balli.ugall further tlelilrerates on the state of prePare,Jness of kroth the
An-rerican arrd Brit:ish Fleets orr the Lak-es with the f,rll,rwing observati,)ns:

"As a v.ital station to fhe ArreriL-afi port of Sac.k*f-. Flarb,:ur ,:rn fh:ls Lake, Navy Bay

is entitted to every rolsi,Je.raf"it:* as Jr:ng: as jf becomes an ob;r'ecf ft: majnfairr a

I'Ieva/ superiarity on the Lake- I/'re g:reafesf aftention nusf be paid tr: *rii-"
esfat,Jishment, partirular.Iy wien rt rvas ':bserved w:ith what tare osr r-iva.ls
conplefed thejr. shr'ps began during the war qtf iEl4, an,l aJso fl're rreasures they ar*
gener-ally d,lopting fo be able fo conferid againsf us shoul,l sur.ll a calam.ity ar'-ise in
any,Lutbreak hereafter, ryrfJ: numer-nra/ sfrength it't their favaur, and in facf f}:e
nrefh*,:Js fhe;r persue 6re well ,:alcu/ated fo ,tbtdin t/:e *bjecf fhey sf*adJ/y *eep in
view.

The c,:rncluxt ,:{ afi enf'=-,rprrsing' enefty sh,:uld a}ways b* narrowly o&served anrJ a
counferyailirtg pawer he prepar-ed corn;'nensur-.rfe to the r?ledns o{ agSr'essi*n. The
An:er'rlcans buit,J fheir ship'r5 fasler thart we di,l *rt firis si,Je *f fhe /s.[e, and for
this reasor:, sf;-ength is the chief object with th*m, and if thaf tre obtetin*d t-hey

car'e lrut t,i.ttl* abouf bea*f,v of ma,Jel ,:r ele6:*r:rce +f finis.fotng:, in fart they
leceiyed n{-r rffhpl- p,>lish than wl',at was given by the A.r;e ard A,lze, wiirh or1 fhe
trfirer hand ** etltpl'-r;,.e,:l a,s rnu,:h lime upon or:r- sl'rps as we sh*ui,J.irr fhs Oor*v'ar,J
*t home.

They we.r-* as sfro.rr6' es fJ:e Am*r'-irens, Han,Jsr.r*rer errd rnrich beffer finis}led, buf fhe,v

nere far more Expeni-ive, and,lid nat enLlure so Jong: a periad. C*-rrs as I have
a.lrear:;, sfa*ed after ,:runihJ.ing to pieces, irave lreen brol<en Llp, som€ ro7;l 35 r:r.ltJ

tjmLters,,e-ntj of/:ers sunJ< nlri]e fhtrse of the Amerl'r*ns are sfrJ/ tr- f&e ictre, attd
rvrih (Beffer.: ir*fje Exp*nse be .rtiode svai/ohje f*r service-"



As; t}e Jor,irr:al pr'o6r{isses, faptairr Beiilingall conrmertts ori l}ra,lome5ti,:: scerle withirl Hl'15

lJiagar"a, witl'r the foll,-,i,vit'rg rbsel'Eatiotrs of lris fellow officers irr pi'eparat,ions f,rr" the
'.ui rrter thaw.

"20th i4arc,-h / have fDUfid the Cf{it:*rs ali busy fhese twa or- tlrre* morrings Ttast i.n

prepar'.r'trg' a i:ompr-rsitiot-. af Jlrdi.r F,-rbl:et s.r:J ff*Jfrd Taliow {ar Lhe pur'pose of
greas.ing Boots a*d Shtes. Freparat,sry t* i}l* f}reil dtid flc:ting' r:,f the srlow, a v*ry
re.e.sser-Jr' p; ecaufic:n ,tg:ainsf ry*f feef durirtg fne sicpp.r tveather whit!; takes plsce
*t f,his s€;rsorr .in this xli.niat*, the Ees*ipf is as fo/Jows- '"'"rs

M*lt ,tne poun,l af Tallaw in an {rar, Kett!r edd i'r'on foLtt- i.,:r sl.r ur-1.irL-€s c{ itttlia
F:vbb"r which set {ire t,: by the iigl't,Lf'* tan,lle, f}r*r; fuol,J the Burriittg Rubber, s,s

that it may clrrsp r-rfo tire tistf/e €nntaiIlitl1 il,'e L,r-riling T'allow antil it is perfe,.-tly
mi.t:ed, it will then be fit for $reas.ing Boots an,J 1hoes, a.rt'J wil.l ren'.ler th*m
Perfe,:tly Impervious fo Water", though ir; iL ai day- .f,ruling lile;rrep,;r'atiat1 of fhe
ri1;,;ture, it w1ll bc'j.! up'in Foanz, arid senrJ ,.>{f Ct>pious Frtn6e.ltL iumes but tltis ,loes

rtot injure -if - Llne Iserrljefh part of Sees !fla;< impr'sves it * O1,l worn aut India
Fluboer Shoes B?ay be ussd irr f.he manufa,:ture.

Much more /';ij,- fueen ssj,J ,:f the -house ahout preparing fhe ,Shoof-rlrg ,5hoes ss tl.}e
.lst S*ptember approacJres wh*n a g'reat fuss faLes pla,:e arnongst aur Errg:lish
Sporfsrnert in which ihey are pleased to t:all L:r'easing arrd Rendering l'ie Shoes linp
- }ut I have seen nofhin; a{ all t* ;ompare to this Amer'.ican R.ece.ipt, {,:r at the
sanre frline ihaf if reri,Jers this;, it Desfroys that 'tnpleasant hardtress ithrch fhe
Si:o*s acguir-e ,J*ring *he ^Sunlc:er Seasort the Leath*r i.rnnt*d.iately bercnes soft and
linp, whici renders the we'ar lrle:rpress-ibiiy Agreeable"

How often 'J* we see y''-ing' Gerttl*men trantp'ing 4fuout in tbte mu'J an'J lrars/r lv"tfh

Iittle tight hatf E,r,:rfs, jusl'.at,r-;i,e fhe anA'1e, Soake,J through an'J tltrough, an,J witen

fle,t,;-efurn h,::are, s-if d,rwn by the f!re art,J parnit their {eet tt>,Ct.y with,tLtt
rhang-ing Stol:kfng and Sh,:res. Can we w*n,/er'then at the *oug/tittg'artd hat'king anc!

8fteur*aiisr* and lnflamat.ion which enebles f}le Dr:,:tors .?s f}le )'ank-ees have it "To
Ric/e -rn t'herr Carridges". { have alwa3rs iound w*t feet to pro'3uc'e a{flixtian of
the T?r-<saf end Lurrgs and when suih disease hsve ,:lnce takerl p:dcre" "Th* Hr'use is orl
Fir*", Danger,is ,r:,:f far off, fheref,;r'e ^l*t nre enfreaf you to guard against wet

feef, b,v us-r.nE' f,his /rrdi"i Rub!>er p.reparatiort-"

As l-he Captain's jou;:tral prc6re5ses he lenrjs t,: leave the Mili.tari.'osp*,:ts }:ehinri and
pow prcvi,Jes a mi)re general view of life in and ar.ound Xingst';n, He descrj.Lres the
tr:wn of 70f30 persons as containi.ng h,ruses "well bL-tiit of [-jnest,trtE, (]r- brick painted
re,l gener,l/Jy, o.ne Dr twi',sflr-res ir.ig:h." Poirrt Frederic, on which the Dockyar,J stor:d,
was j,:irre.J l;y "A lottg, Fi*avy - Builf, ug'/y, decaying fo,:tl:t-idg*." Ballingall ,Jescribes
ttre "Courr*.r,r, [#omer:" returnirrg fr',:rn mar-ket with r-rrrso]d produr'e- Hapless rnale and
female lebels ,of 1837 - 38 hor-rsed jn l(irrgsl,:n penitentiary. it:,3ians l::amped r:rr the Lrerri.s

of the Cataraqui Fiiver and other- fascirrating scerles"

Several ctrapters ar.e,lev,lterl lo a descrjpti,rrr of his trip to i.ire Niagal^a Fali:r a;-ea

thus giving a comprehensive view of social life of a R,:iyai Marines Officer serving r:n

the Great I-,akes- Fetes, picnics, sleigh rj,Jes,'sugaring - off'1;arties,:nd mo,rtrlight
cr'ujses on "The 1a1as pf a Thousand Isiarrds" a]1 of whiclr wer* popular errtertairrmerrts
available to Mili.tary an,3 I'Ia.ral Officsrs ir-r l]-re 19th Llentr-rry Catrada West.

Cn Cana'-liarr settlers he writes "Th* f/ass ']f per-sDn who besf sucr:eed d** Farn'Iers
afiorlgst the tol,tt'tisfs are fhtrsl: wha h.sye he.en br,:tt;Ehtt.tP to r*u.r"*/ erttpil)ytr.enfe {';rttit
ihejr chi.l'Jhood an,l tthl bec,:me,:c*upie;'s r:rf e./trrafj*rr befw*en fhe.il T*tetttizt?t an,j
Thirtieth Year', Pr,ife;sir:g 6 EilclL? slt,tw oi healt:h artti sti'ength, a Stout filu,r5'rlircrir'*;r frrr'
.l wif+ 6,:rr:sfonred fo f,or-rr:fry /ifr, r:Dr,versa.rrt with f.he D;ir-,r,'*.nd Pastura6'e, a few
chiltJren sc fJref lh*r Fa;rs n'*1't !s*5in to han'lle {ire A-re ai lll 'rl-:'J ttlti'-h will nake i'ltent

abl* fi: hjiow fheir.F*fir.,- i:':f* fhe F,:re:-t i,j. the titte ti;ey sre l4 }'e.:r',s ,:f .+gg"



The Diary notes the followirrg anecdote on di^ess amons Indians:

'?ress eorongsf *ertaln {ndians sr--arc€Jy djffers }efween *J:e sexes, The Ur^suiine
trJun*c, having Educated a Huron Gir^], presented Jrer', on her Marraige to one of "her
rcu:r*r,ufiien, r{lifh a c+:rnp,lef* irsndsome suit r:f c/o*hes in fhe Farisian sfyJe- They
rere mucfi surpr.lsed some days after to see the husband, who had ungenerously
sejzed fhe rht:Je of Jrjs brides af*ir* and arranged irimself in it, paroding back and
forward in {ront ,sf the Convent an,1 betra}ing: every symptorw *{ the most
exfrarag'ent exhaltati*n- I/ris r*as further herg:h*ened when 5e obseryed the Jadjes
crow,Jing fr: tlrE winrlow f* see h.im and a Urjversal Snile spread over -hjs
cr:unfet:ance- "

'lhese extracts give us sorne idea of the humour', scope end versatility of Captain
Ballingall's writirrg. It is also of interest to nr-rte orr the last page.:f the journel the
{ollr.rwing statemErrt is written in handwriting other tharr the Captain's (l suspect it is
a relative wrl.ting at a much more advanced age-)

"This is fhe J*urnal i:f fter most Eeloved ffus&snd fravid James Ballingall wh,> died at
hjs house I'Io lfi Hen:psiri.re Terrace,9ouffises or *Jr* 31st March 1864. Davicl Jarnes
tsaJ/ingaIJ was fj:re eJder sr:n of David Ballingall who Fet{red a Gener-a/ upwards ef
21 years- David James Balling,sli R-M- Died a retire'J Conmandanf of *i:e Woalwich
Dii,.ision Gf Eoyal l*trarines at 66 years o{ age."

After reading the journal I checked the records of the l,rcal Kirrgston I'lewspaper of the
day 'The !{ingstr:n Chr',rriicle and Gazette, and I fourrd ttre name Ballirrgall irr the Society
,:olumns no less t.han five times. Tr: rny surprise the l5th January 1842 paper
describes "Ivlajor Ballirrgall of the R.M. attending Sir Charles Bagot's levee-" On 19th
March in a long column ori ttre St Patricks Society celebration "Col Ballingall R.M.
retur-rred lhanks to several t*:asts and solo sirrgers, who inciderrtly included Captairr
Sandom RN who sang'Hearts of Dak'." In the same paper on the same dsy was this
announcement "Admiralty Office, February 12,1842 Corps of Eoyal Marines Evt. Major J J
Ballingall to be Lieut. Colonel, vjce M,:Calium, Promoted. The prom,:tion of this
l4erit,>rjous and Distinguished Offj.cer has given great satisfactiorr to this commurrity
generally."

His promolir:n explajns Baliingali's rather short stay in K.ingston. His replace-merrt was
Captai.n Collis R.M. who with Lt Sym,:nds and Lt S l.I Lowder R-M. attended a "Drawing
Room" held by Lady Mary Bagot at Governrnent hr>use as reported irr the Hirrgston
Clironicle and Gazette of 24th August 1842.

When reading Captain Baliingall's diary i was amazed to th.ink of the great number of
ptsges diligently written out, prol:ably by the light of a candle ,rr lamp, with not a

sin6le blot in the entire book. A 6reat number of sketches l:y ertists C D Shanly and
Lady Alexander also lerrd a great deal to this volume. It is qui.te literaiiy a time
capsule from 184 I - 42,.

I owe a great deal to Queen's Llrriversity *rctrives where the Bailirrgall Dlary is locat*C,
an,J to the Staff and irr particular Dr Shi.rley C Spragge, Queen's lJniversity Arcl'rivist
for her" kind permission to quote from the Ballirrgail D.iary. Last but rr,:t least, many
tharrks to Mr Dennis Carter'-Edwards, Research historien for Cana,fa Parks, fr:t- iirst
informing me of the existance of Captain Ballingall's journal, Alexander Craig.

Nota l. The hllr Cunard" wee Sir Samuel Cunard (1787 - 1865), he sas born in Nova Scolia of a llelsh
fanily and he became a merchant and a shipownar. He arived in Ergland in 1638 to start The North
American Packet Service and became the chief partner in the Eritish and Norllr American Pnyai ilail
Steam Prckel Co. ryhich began regular service ia 1860r He wes made a Baronet in 1859,
Hate 2, The "Britannia" was Lhe first liner of Cunard'g,1evr company, it accomraodated i15 paseenger=
and !0rl tans of cargo, Ils maiden lroyaga accross the Atlrntic Laok 14 day:8 hourE froar Liverpooi [o
Boston. $he was a paddle steamer 2O7 feeL )ong eiLh engines developing 740 |rp'
l.lole 3. i very full account af this battle ia ta be {our:d in Sheet Anchor Vol XII Number I' it i: by
lhe eame author Alexander Cra.ig.
Hote d. HltS Hiagera was buill as a llaval Slore ia 182t1, eonverted tr, a Service Establisharenl in 1837

end uscd as ruch lhrou6h l.he 'Trenl Affai:-'.' U 5 Civil Ular' and 'Fenian Eaids'. in 1876 tire First
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Aqaba Interlude

by Capr;;rin J,>hrr Goorl iITlfH,S-)

Ja-7y-t Go*d s*r".v*,J in 42 C*mmartd* ft',:rn !94.7 t':i {950. i* December 1948 the unif was

sfafior:ei/ in.Shar:clu;- Canp, netsr i.he Bitter L,:Aes o.n f/re Sut:: |;nal i.rt th* EritJsl:
nlilitaris*d sone,tf Egypt.Here h* re,:alls at'i urtLlsual anij ltJth*rl', i.t.;'.i;-*r:trrle'd *p.is,:,1e.

Sholtly after Cl-rr.i stmas I948 a party' v/as f rrrme'J to unrlertake a sperial missian. I

knew nlthirrg about or:r task until the detachmerrt, one capt*.irr (R J McGarel-Groves,t,
one lj.eutenant (me) an,l abc,ut twenty olher- ranks entba:-l<ed itr tw,: LCTs, nranned hy tlie
Royai Army Ser,vice C,orps fronr the Arrny port south of Suez. Ttre LfTs wei'e loelled with
amnrur:jtion consigner3 to the Arab Legion, the I(ing,)f J,-)r',iarr's British trairre,l and led

armyr an,l we wer'e to esr:o1t it tir Anrrran.i n.J*r"darr by way r-rf Aqsira'

I was glad that I kncw somethir:g about l-CTs jn whicir wE tra relle,l. My Combined

Operatians experierrce was usef u1. (-c,nditions were extremely crarnped, aLrrrut tetr marirres
plus the s[ip's crew, anrl a f u1] cargo ,rf ammunition in the tauk ,Je':k 'Jid rrot 1.:r,:vi,ie
the best of comfort. The services werE defin.itely overwork"ed, l:ut as rrsual orr these
gccasions, we stlon a,rlrn,:! a I'role tr-: br-rnk 'lr:wl: irr. Tire otl-rer LCT left a few l:t:urs
befole r-rs. TLre FIASC Captairr wa$ srirprised to find h* had a watchkeeper'ern.rn85t liis
passengers; I ct.,uld never keep a fr:l1 watch berause I was nct a rrtember of the,:r"ew,
but I,liil si.,errrl the,:rJtJ hour or] the Lrridge wherr L1're serr was so r:lear" ttrat the
watchkeepers could at,tend to lrtLrer' ,-lr-rli.es- StaniJi rrs oI-r !h: l:r'i,Jge alolle wittr two

Faxman ,l.iesels throbbi n6 r-Inrler my feet Lrrougtrt l-rack happy memor'ies. i really en j,:yecl

the two,la). voyage t,: Aqaba whare we ieft the L.CT, ur-rlo"i,Jed tlte amrnut'riLir:rn anrj sel r]p
camp ashc,re.

Aqal:a was then deserted. It had beerr a Fritish cainp dr-rrirrg the warand it $ias

resuscitated a few mLrnths iater when 45 Cornmando were :-"ent lhers-. The:'e was nothing
on the other sicJe of the Gr:1f, a mile distarrt, which Lrelcr,ged tr: Islael arrcl whrer-e the
resort,rf Elet now stan,Js. Our str:i-et were t,r l:e transp,-:r'l.e,J t1:1 Arnmall in ts'ro,j';g1-16;1,1

cDlLvoys, The first haif departed aL once ieavirig ffie and at,out terr mar.i rres ort i:rur bdra
patch of send with a large pile r:f amrnunitjon" Ttre colrvL)i'of ab,rr-rt twet-:ty or thirty
vehicles was orgarrised and run by the RAF who had beerr irr operatic,rral contr,rl of Ltre

regiorr for the past Lwenty five years arrd knew lhe deser-t well. We were irr good
han,ls.

I f elt j sr-'lated wtren tLre corrvoy left; there wes no ol:ie I cotii,l tul'rr io for jmmetliate

help if anytiring happaned, my llesrest frierlJs were sc?F-:r"al hurr,Jre,Js of nriies away in
Egypt arrd we vJere co'-npletely alr:ne- H,)welrer in a day or- so help was at trarrd lind I

felt less riak:-,1 when a ,Jestr,:yer, Hl4S Verulan'r (Crfmrn*ndBr Viscuulr{- Roden Rl'l)' arrive,]
a6,l arrchore'J a couple,:f hundred ya;^ds off shore. I believr: tlrt pr1ve21-s irr th* Canirl

Canadian l,lilitary College was slarted under i,lajar ilater Lt Cel) Edward Oabornc Hesett RE who was ihe
son ol Colonel John Hewett RH who as a LieuLenanl fought in the Har +f 1812 and lrad be.-n stationed ir,
I{ingston. He wes mentioned in daspatches for gallanLry at lhe attack orr Oswego in 1814, he was lhe
officer who took down the US Flag whilst under fire.
The building is now referred Lo as "The Stone Frigate" end in 1876 it became lhe iadels dormitory and

is still uE*d as such today. In 1965 the original iimestone face vag replaceci owing to corrosion
(acid rair, etc, )

The Royai }lilitary College has pro.luced offirers far thc Canadian Army (and Sritish Army) sir,ca 1879

.an<i iL now produceq ot-ficers fon ali Lranchea of ihe Canadian Forces
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Zone realiEed that our smell detachment was r'ether' elrposed and deferrr:eless, so sBnt
the desLrc.ryer. l,Ve were invited stloard for showe:rsr snd fi-rcd and for Lhe ltext four days
everyone had hot shDwe{'s arrd hot meal$. The Capteir: i:rrushed asicle my Epologies for'
havin6 nothing $marter to wear to ilirrner than battledress. ihev werE'at readilre$s'
too.

I know we were iri Aqaba on Sunday 6th Jsnuary 1949, the day we lieard the news from
LonrJon that Tomrny Handley of ITMA fame had died. Tornnry Handley had heen the leader
of THE radio show during the war which everyclne listened to. His death caused quite a

stir as he l-rad kept us laughin6 even when the news was ver)r tlad.

As the first cunvoy $f enrpty RAF vehjcles returrred to Aqaha four,lays later our
f riend Verulam left orr cu€. I was glad to shed th+: responsibiljty f or so much
ammurr.ition, it was expl{)si ve both poiitically and lit-erally. We loaded the vehicies irr
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the e'rerring arlJ irft for' Amr*arr at daybreak. The journey to Amman riorrnally trol.; two
days, Orr tlre fi.r'st day our^ ,jestinatj,:n was only Ei:<ty miles au,ray at Ma'an ,:n lhe trip
oi a 4,OflA f,-;+t jebel- The Lra,:-k fr'onr Aitral:a t,: thre'brrtlc:m !f i-he lress was her,-l sarrrl
and preserite,j n,,-r pr.'rl:Ienis, thetr a rnetalleL.l rr:ad wr-rr.lt:d t.:rtuously r:p lh,: jeb-'I, a long
r-rlimt, irr i:eav,ily 1e,len vr:hicies, ir, i:oltonr gear near'l1r aii the wdy.At the top there
r,vas t,inre fui'a m.ritrlerra:rce Lrr'eal.; anrJ lt,:r'us t,: have a 1'rot nieal l:efr:re we rrarnp€d for
Lhe rright. All ueLicle ratliat.r:rs werin ,Jr'airie,:l b*cause the t*:mperature 'Jr'otrrp*d
drornaLically to well Lrelow freezing" I rernenri:er thert night weli, four offj,:ers and the
dri.rer sieeping irr i:he airrbularrce; we ali sle;rt it'r e'zer'yttrirrg we had, 5r'i:atcoats,
blankets, lhe lot, aud Bre tyere still fi'r.rzelt. I was bitterly r-*irl - itr,Jeed r)lle of tl:r:
c,rldest rr.i gLrts I ever' rernember irr all my lif +. We were glad tc see ttre snrr r ise artr-l

tvith jt tlre tenrpe1.alure r-cse r"api,llrr scr that we were silon ai:lr: t.t,lispetlse with,-oats
and sweaters - the ctrange was drarnat:ic.

Fr,:m there onwards ttte r'oad ceased to e;";iat ari,j we fr:llr;wr:rJ a line,lr tor-s, piles r:-F

storres. At tire start we nade g,:od protr'ess arrd we.r"e almost it': sigLrt of Ainmarr wherr it
started tr-: r,lilr- Irr no tinre the satrd changed 't,:i nru,i, reelly slipp*r'y mrld tlrat
c,rmpletely Lr,rgged cJown the.rehicles. Wittr much physical effot"t we r,'rarragei tr.lget the
convoy together and prepared for a second nigh+; irr tlre arnbi:latrce, tho'"rglrts,-,f a h,,i:

battr having to wait another day. The r;rjn let up a little irr tlie mor-r-rillS, rlFjverttreless
it seenred that we pushed most '>f the 'rehicles Dt'i to t}:r: t'arrnac rc,ad -rt the,:rlLskirts
of Amman' we were glad to harrd over our'carso arid to get thrl muci 'rff ottr boots ar,i
,:lothes. It was a deliglit Lo be housed in the romf,::rt,.>f the RA.F lrarnp with al1 its
faciiities. The RAF still ha,J the old a'i rfield, rrow t,:,:r srnall for mo'lerrr aircraft, whictr
ha,J been ,Jesigrred f,rr tire =tritrgbags that f lew irr the 1920s atrd ouly iieeded a shor't
take of{. The buii,Jings and facilities were exceiient.

The rain now poured ,Jowtr putting paid to our plans to retr-rrt-r overiat-r,J to Ailal:a. We

wer.e stucl: here urrtil the weather irnproved. We said farewell to,:ur RAF esr:ort arrd

they r.etur-ner3 to their base irt Habl:anr-riah in Iraq, several l-run,lreds rtf rniles across
the desert.

I suppose $/e were stranded iri Arnman for at Ieast a week urrtil rel ief came, during
y;hich Litrie we Look ;i jeep arrd visited the ol,l i:ity ,,.rf Jer^ash lrear tl're Jordan, s

worrderful memory. A teem was busy excavating parl"s and we talked to the mari ir.r

charge wh,l told us a lot about the place and what t-hey irrtet'r,Jed to do. I suppose
Jerash todey ,is overrun with tourists. i have been so iucky ti) 3ee tfrese places bef,tre
the general pubiic began to use aeroplanes for iheir holidays.

One evenirrg we were irrvited tc dinrrer by a dlrettor of the Ir'aq Petroleum Cornpany,
wh,:se name I have forg,:tlen. I do not knorr,, how l-re fout:d r-,r:t we were slran,Jed, but we

wrre collected jn a chauffeur driven Rolls E':;rce with a rreat lFC Iog,-: crr tire d,:.:r to
be tken to hjs house. Il" was a m,:st pleasatrt evening.

Then one day we were t{)}d to pack our'ba6s arrd Set irrto the trltr:1.: r,uts.i.de wirich
would take us to Mafrak where a plane would take us hack to E6ypt.lVe drove miles out
to Mafral.: Dver fiat hard desert erid stopped miies fr,:rrn tsrrywher* wilh noihing irl sight.
Soon a Dakota eppeared, landed on the hirr,l sr-ri-face ar;d engii-res still runnit:g we si,rtigi
our k.it:int,: the plarre where it was crr-rdely secur+ld t,) sttp it car'e*rii'r6 erouricl irr
f li ght. We quicki;r ,:inbarked, s*t r:n the floor, secured ,:ur s+at belts snd were of f -
arrd Ihad never fiown lreforel t had rro time to feel apprehensive trut wa5 a l.ittle
sc.rred by the way the wings fl*pped. In a couple of hours sve larr,led:rt Fayid.:nd were
o:*on bac!: wittr 42 Cornmand,r. It had beerr an excitirrg interlude.

The Dnnns and Fi{es
Jchn Ambler {frMI{S), who was invoive,i in the making r.:f 'Sor:nd The Aiert' i1 try-rnp io tra':e
the whereabouts ,rf t.he ,Joci.:ments C,:loriel C Field Etli-l use,l q,/hen wri Lii'g his I'lote 11lll 

':t'r
p8 of 'Britain's Sea Solcliers'. The lJote is entiti*'J "l)r- urns errd Fif es" and quotes f rom a
ruYarrant from the Drunr l,lajar gerrei'al wl-llten 22 l4ar^ch i65)3-'!4 and a manuscript by F{aiph
Smjth written in 1664 "oi a - few )aears later ". Fiel,J's source refererrce appears^ to Lre

i ncorrect' Has anyone beerr alt:l'rg 
-t'hi s rr"16'J i:ef ':re an'i f ':run'l the locati ':tr of tl-rese

,locuments, please?'lf .r,y"r.* ca5 hielp wt)ul,J their please c,:ntact .Jc,hrr Aml:1er, I Westgr':ve
Gar,lens, Bridge Roa,3, Emswr:rttr, Hents, Pf) i 0 7t'F: ( 0:4 3 -176 i 70i
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Reminis cences of a Wartime Of f icer
Part XII

by Major Patrick G A Ennor {RMHS)

My instructions ordered me to sall early in January 1g45 from Liverpool in the p & oship Jt'fa/o;b' Phyllis nobly came up with me to Liverpool and we stayed one night inth Adelphi, and in due course I reported to the ship and found there 11,as also s smalidraft of about 20 Marirres and three other officers. In the draft I was pleased tofind L/cpl Methews who had been the commanding officer's driver in g RM and theother officers were Geoffrey sharman, Ian Major and David savory.
The Majala had been an armed merchant cruiser and she still carried full armament
and an RNVR Gunnery officer. Geoffrey Sharman il,as our sen.ior officer and on the dayof embarkation very shrew,Jly went off to the QC Troops and the captain of the shipand arranged with them that the Marines should take over the ship's armament, and inreturn be excused all other ship's duties. watch keeping was no hardship and indeedin such places as the Red sea it rryas far pleasanter to keep the middle watch on thebridge than in the small single, not blacked out cabin in which the four of us were
accommodated' This was very differEnt from the cr:rmfortable cabin which I had had tomyself in the ffefiya five years before! Another difference was the Majola, Iike alltroopships and transports, and thanks to American Allies wes ,dry,. The ship,s officerswere' hoxrever, entitied to their liquor, arrd as soon as we made good friends withthem we used, from time to time, to be invited to have a drink with thern :in their
cabins.

Save for my first experience of radar as a navigatonal aicJ arrd a rather ineffer:tiveattempt ter learn urdu, the voyaEe was unEventful and after six weeks and eariy onemorning we anchore,l off Bombay, and the olrl hands pointed out to us the historiclandmarks such as the Gateway to In'lia- so<:n afterwards the ship went alongsi,Je andwe went ashore, and for the first time I set foot in a land in which my ancestorshad first served nearly ?00 years before.

we reported at the Headquarters of .e,dmirai Beirt, the senior officer. Royei Navyestablishments, Indie, where we found colnnel Kenneth Hur:t, whs welcomed us, andColonel Cawley-Way. General Newman wjth other members of the staff was expecte,l byair in a few days, and in the meanwhile we ryenl out to ilre lar6e Royal Marines canrpat chembur - about i8 miles from Bornbay- This was arr excellent an,l well rurr camp,and for the first time I encountered sei-vice life as con,Jucted orl the orientanlpattern with its myri.ads of carnp f,rilowers, contractor, tailcr, canteen managerr
bootmaker and civilian cooks a'd mess staff instea,r ,:f sol,Jiers.
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i was aston.ished to fjrrd how many ,rfficers there were tn the camp whom I did rrot

knc',w; amorrSst them was a nunrber sec,:rided {rom thr: South Af ritan Forces, an

arrarrgernent for- rrshich I bFrl ie'.ie GeneraI I'Jewnrarr fias ia rgely responsibie. A]rnost

withc.ut ex,:eption these officers were :*maFt and efficienL, af ii.ne physique ilnd

gerieraily a great ecqr:isition, and lre vJere rnuctr impressed by ttreir gabardine urrifr-rrms

whi,:h were greatly superir-:r to 'rur kiraki driil, Lresides keepng,:leen e goo'J deal

longer'.

The day arfter our arriva] {nras a Saturday and David Sa./ory arll i t'iol..: the oppor^ttlrrity
of havi.rig an afternr:on's ra,:in6. This srrias wer-y good futt, an,J I heve rrever knowrl

r-ac.ing conducted L)rr sucLr a luxur:[ous stale. There wes even a covered stand fr^orn

erhich tur watch the hL'!rses i"rr the padrJcr:k. The wh,:le spe,:tatle was colourfr-ri and

enthralling. Princes arrd Maharajahs, In,liarr ladies jr:.bear-rtiful sarees and glitterirrg
jewels, wealthy Parsees arrrl bus.iness men, Governmerri Cfficials and *fficers of tl-re

ser.r1ces with their womenfolk, dressed in their best, all appeared aga inst a

backgr,rund of trenrendous luxury.

Wtrile we were sitting irr the stand we got int,: ccnversatiorr with one,:{ Ltre Higtr
Cr:urt Judges and I asked him if he happerre'l to krrow the Allerrs, whose daughter ha'I

been iny wife's child brld*gmaid. "'les" tre said, "They are sittirrg just behtind us"'

After ttris remarkable coirrcidence the Aliens very kinrily asked us to,Jir,e with Lhem

ttrat niglrt at the Bycullah CluLr. We trad a splen,Jid dinner after whirh arr erlorrnoLls

kitmagher werrt round the tahle holding in a pair,tf tr)n85, a srn,lr-rj,Jerit:S,:harcoal
from which we lighted,:ur cigars an,l cigarettes. i vras glad to have this oppcirturrLty
of experienc.ir:g something rrf the rn,rde,:f ljfe uuder the Brjtisli Raj before iL had

disappeared for ever.

Rather unex;rectedly Gerreral Newman appeared at tlre races accompenied by David Miller
arid tw,: WRNS Clffi,:ers, Dilys Richards and I'licola Dreyer who had flown out with him. I

was surpr ise,S Lo see David arrd worldered how he had been dr agged away f rom his
beloved flctilla to bec,:me a Staff Officer aBair"), but I was,,>l course, deli.ghte,l snd

t,r,:].1 t]:e opportunity cf havirrg an irrteresting telk with him about cur fr-rture plans

and rnovements.

After discussion with Adrnirai Bevir it became clear t.hat the pr,.;per place for Gerreral

I'Jewrnan's HQ to be was in Ceylon where Lhe Commatrder-i.n-Chief East Indies flew his
flag, and not in India; end that on the anol,:)E)' cf the Royai Marine Office beirrg a

Department of the Admiralty, the HQ RM East In,Jjes sl:,:rrld !:e a branch of the
Commander-in-Chief"

We did not therefor-e stay iorrg in BomL;ay but we weretlier* Iorrg elougtr to sample

some,ri its del.ighls an,l made pleasanL vjsits t,r the Yacirt Clr:h ;lrrrj the Gymkl-rana

Club, t,: which we were irrtrc,duced by Shillcock and wi:ere I had a brief rneetirrg wittr
Geoffrey Longirurst wh,: was there pleying cr-icket. We were also in B{rnrbay }ong etror:gh

f,:r the General trr.onle out to inspect the camp at Ctrembur. For this inspectiorr a

very fitre guard of hr:nour had been mounted, whi.ch woultl have L.;een cre,lilable e"ren irt
peacetime. Not a man appeared to under 5'10" and the,lrjll and tr-rrrr,rut wer'e

excellerrt. Later on the General told me that ss a result of insl:erting this gt-lard he

had vowed never- again to asl.; a man 6 qLrestion on parad*. He ra/errt on ttrr e;tplair: tirat
he had i:een ask-ing tire usr:al questior:s af various men at ran,irrm, when he,:ame in
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front of a very smart, well set-up youn6 man and asked trim "\rYhere have you corne

frorn?" Like a fiash and without a flicker Dr- movernent tiris marine banged out tl're
answer "Fr,:m cietention, sir-", Gener'al I'lewman, wtro was nr:t easiiy rrorr-plussed said
that this fairly sho,:k him, and that the urge to come back with some banal srrrall talk
remark such as "Oh really, did yr:u have go,rd weather there?" was almost irresistible.

It was fairly soon settled that some of us should set off at once tr: Ceylon by air,
and that the General arrd the WRNS Of ficers should follr:w. Accordirrgly, early orle
morning in the dark we boarded a Dak,rta at Juhtu Airport; this was my first flight
and I must admit to having been considerably aiarmed. I was just beginning to feel a

little better when the Captain of the aircraft elected to issue tl're f ir-st of those
infuriating little bulletins to wtrich airmen are so attached. The only piece of
information in this bulletin which was even comprehensil:le to me was "$e are now
passirrE over the Western Ghats". Politeness, and an ettempt at irrterested enthusiasm,
compelled rne to look out, and down- A great mass of serrated and uncompromisirrg
peaks rnet my h,:rrified Eaze, arrd i felt the Captain r:l the aircraft mi.ght have
deferred his geography lesson until we were flying over some more welcomi.ng and
hospitable terrain.

On our journey we stopped for a short spell ancl refuellirrg at Barrgalore where my

cousin Edward Bowra ws then servirrg as CRE (Commander Royai Engineers), but we went
orl without a further stop to Colombo Airport. Here we were met by Peter Pictorr
Philli.ps, who, most curiously, had become Fleet R,:yal Marines Officer, East Indjes, and
the modesi structure of his staff was to provi.de the foundatiorr for our more
pretentious edifice. At once I noticed a change in Peter and he was quite ciearly not
in his element- I knew of his contempt for staffs and all to d,: with staff duties but
as Fleet Royai Marines Officer he held also, at least, theoreticaily an operational
app,>intment-

Accommodation had been arranged for us in the Lake V.iew Mess, and we were well fed
and reasonably well accommodated, lrut perpetual annoyance was caursed by a species of
llzard whose {a.rourite items of diet were shaving soap arrd buttorrs. It was quite
usual t,: discover on rising in the morning that one's shavitrg sosp and several
essential trouser butt,:ns had been removed during the night.

Within a few mr:ments of arrivitrg at Lake Roa,l Mess i encountered John Oldrey -
serving in the RNVR; he exclairned with h,lrror on se€:irlg me walkirrg barefoot from rny

cabin to Lhe bathrooms and ernphasise,J the existence of e particularly vi rulent f orm
of foot fungus, chronic to many of the irrhabitants of C-olombr.l, and highly contagious.
i thanked John sincere)y f':r his r:pportune warning and took gcod care rlever a6ain t,:
go without slippers.

On his arrival General Newman took up residence at ttre Galle Face Hotel. but tre was

very keen to mak-e this a temporary measure only, a!1d trr set up a l4ess. At tirst i

was entireiy in sgreement wittr him ancl we irrspected a ser.ies of holrses. Nothirrg that
could possibly be regarded as suitable was availai:le. In fact ea,:h hor:se we examined
seerned to be worse than the last, and although the Cieneral apprroached each one w.ith
determined enthusi.asm and cptimism it was so{)n clear that the scheme would not work.
The hor:ses offered to us 'nrere far too smalr,, piurnh.irrg and co,:;kin$ arrantements were
primitive r)r non*Existent, and the hcuses were frequently Iocaied in obscr:i-e r:rutposts
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in Colombo, Seneraily in a small glade of palm trees *ppri-:achable orrly by a tr.ack-.
Admi.nistreti,re prr:l:lems to,: wer'e c'll-rsideral:le, there being rro Eai-eges, nD ro,:rns f,lr-
orderlies,,Jrivers and mess staff whom we would need. Clearly too ttre dictates b,:th
of propriety arrd the Superinten,Jent WRNS would prevent Ni':,:1a Dre5rei- from iiving in
the Mess and runnirrg it. This duty wouid therefore devolve orr one of us, prabably it
seemed on m,r: nry experience in England with a1l the facilities an,J ;r,jvantages which
were there availal:rle rnade it clear that to i^urr a Mess in Colornbo - o{ ttre sLarrrla rd
which Generel l*lewman would ver'y properly demanri - $r{)Lrld be e gargani:uar: l,rs}i ,-u'rd

one whictr I was not arr.ri*:us to undertake irr add.itiurr to nry rrr--rrrnal rluties. Irr the errd
the General remaine,i iri tt,e Galle FrrcE Hotel, lrrd $re ail, iry degrees ,-rL:tair-red

accommodati,tn irr the Grand Oriental Hotel. Later", after the errd of the war- arrd wheri
the staff irad beerr very much deplete,J, a small Mess was establisired.

There being nD Mess our's,rcial life deperrded orr private lrarties arrd errtertairr.irrg of
which there was a goo,J deal. At one of the fi.rst parties to wl-rjch w* wel"it we were
introduc*d by Joan Baker - wh,: had come out irr the lf.rlo3'a witlr us - tr'l Dapihrrre

Spiller, orte of the WRNS Offi,:ers r:n i;he C-in-C's st,rff. The \4IRNS wer-e, of course,
greatly in demand for all the many sccial activjties,:,f Colombo. At one par'ticular
party when Daphne at-ld I were r3ancing I looked dcrDss tlre room anrl in one cor-l1er I

saw, to Iny c,:rrsternati.or-r, a leopard. This, I th,:ught, $ras ter'r'iLrle. I ha,l trear'd
horrific tales of ut'ifortunates who saw snakes or' rats ,:)i-r the be'l posts an,l pirrl,t
elepharrts, tiut what was this alarming manifestati,.:-rn? Fortunately my fear's of l,lemesjs
were groutrdless: it lvas a reai, iralf grown leopard, alll alsr: f r-lrtunately it was on a

chain Lrei,J by a girl who had owned it sirrce .it had beerr a crrb arrd vrhr, treated it as
a pet, Lal<ing it everywhere as thougtr iL were u ,JoS.

Ljfe in C,:iombo was ver-y formal. The I'Iavy has always, arrd rigtrtly, irrsiste,J orr the
maitrtenarice ,:f as hi6h a sLanriar'j of dress at),J c*r-emoi'rial as is practj,:;:ltle. l.{auy ,:rf

the naval officers wore white toess urr,Jress ever]1 rr.i gtrt, arrd we dici so fairiy
regularly. The European residents in Ceylon were also r/ery ir-isistet'rt that,:,irrecl
dress should be vr,lrn and in this conrrection there i.s arr anrusirrg tale told of llre
C,rlombo Club durjng the one and only air-rai,l on the capitel. Apparer-rtiy rtne ol the
lew Briljsh aircraft available o11 this occas1on was shrot dowrr (l:y qur Driirl arrti-
ai rcraft li re it is s*j d) arrd the pi lc,t parachrlted safelS, r>r-rto tl:e Gallr: Fa,:e G,--een.
Havirrg picked himself up and disentarrgled hinrseif fr.c,m Lris har.rress, i.h* pil,:t saw a

welcoming light not far away to which, feelirrg ba,J1y j:l r:eed,:f a L:ral,J-v errd s,:,Ja, he
made his way. At the door he was met lry arr enrrrmous Tamii seryant w]r,: ref used ]ri.s
admittance, an,J whr:, when aske,J for his reason sal,j: "Eecause fir"sbly he is liot a

member and sec,:ndiy Master is not in even1rrg clothes". lri fact, in Col'rmb,r, a$.i n
other places, tLre Clubs warE eventually very 6enerour ar-rd hr,spi.tai:le to ser-vice
people in the matter of horrorar'y rnemL:erships, t;ut tiris:-.r;)r nDt ha.re beerr sr:i irr tlie
earlier stages cf the war to whjch this str:ry r-efers.

One '>f our chief dif{icultjes in Colombo was trarrsport, AlthougLr ttre saii,)r-q seemerj
Lo use tirejr official transport f,:r' unoffic.ial prrrposes wjth gay ins,--uciance, ours was
rigidly controlled by David Milter whr: did rr,:t fuily share my enthusiasm for sociai
activity. It was therefore ntcessary t,: use hi re i--ar*e. Thesr: were r-rsual !y elderly arr,J

ciilapidated large American ca.s, l.io d,:uLrt !:heir petrol r;r-r1s1-pppljil11 was exlr-erneiy
heavy and as a resujt tl:ey'were e:<tr-emely e:<pensiye. Very,:.fter.r the,Jri",.er Lrad an
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acr:ornpiice with him on the br-rx; this jt was alleged, was to errsure a najority of two
to crre in case the passenger tried to bilk, or to extort more than the agreed fare. I

never had any trouble with these characters from whictr I suppose I must deduce ttrat
I was cr>nsistently overcharged. The co.rers and the sh,:e seats ,:f these vehicles were

usually 'r'ery grubby and the squabs very much rakeci drid very sof't. In order to
maintain the necessary immaculate appearance and pr'rtect ,)ne's jacket against
creasing arrd soiling it was necessary to sit upright on the edge of the seat witlt
orre's back weil away irom the seat - at any rate r:n the outward journey^ Coming back

we were not so particular as a iacket had to go to the dhobi after every outing. irr
f ar:t my white jackets arrd wai str:oats were always washed and starched by the
indefatigable Marine Sign himself, as he di,J not consider thre dhoLri did them well

enough, although he did permit the locals to do the rest of my lar:n,Jry.

The other form of public transport available to us was the rickshaw. Ttris provided
quite an agreeable form of travel - especially et night, when it was co':i, and in the
sli ght breeze, wjth the oil lamps casting their f lickerirrg light and ttre pad-pad of
the coolies feet a sensation almost reminiscent of a carriage was produce,J. Although
nothing of an egalitarian I could never altogether reconcile myself to beirrg dragged
about irr a cart by an,:ther human being. From time to time my friends would try to
suppress my douLrts as to the ethics of this proceedirig by sayin6: "Well you carr

console yourself with the reflection that if you and other people didn't employ ihese
chaps as rickshaw coolies, they would very soorr be dead of starvation". Many years
later, in Malaya, where a small number of the old rjckshaws remajned I was di.scussing
the same subject with an acquaintance who said to me: "l would never travel irr ts

rickshaw". "Here" I thought "is someone who feels strongly about human di6nity in a

!a/ay that should put me to shame"; but he went orl "No, it's far to'r darrgerous, all
these rickshaw pullers suffer fr^om strained hearts and are liable to collapse and die
at any moment. I saw this happen the other day arrd up went the strafts arrcl the
passenger was tipped r)ut backwar,ls and r-reariy br'rke l:is skull. No thar-ik you - no

rickshaws for me - {ar too darrgerous".

Aiter the end ,rf the war irr both Europe and the Far East transport regulati':ns were

relaxed and we r,vere allowed t,: use servjce-hired civilian transport for periodic
outings on Sundays. The pnd r:f hostilitjes alsr: brr:ught some reia;<ati.on in the
reBrllations which required the wear.ing ,:f uniform at all times. Hitherto plain cl,:thes
were ailowed for recreational purposes only and this was pretty strir:tly intenpreted
to rr:ean the actr:ai playing of Sarnes, and s,-r f orth. However wittr greater latitude we

ncw had to find suitable clothes aud the relevant orrJer ma,Je it ciear that no

clothin6 coupons would be issued for the purpose. All that was required were soine

shirts t.r wear with my un.i form khaki shorts, but clcthiilg cDtfDrllls were required in
Colomb,r so Sign decided that he must Eo into the Pettah itlie bazaar) to see wlrat he

could find. Accor,-lingly at lurrrh tjr,ne one day soon,sfter when iwent up to my roorn

to change ir.rto a fresh -"et r-rf uniform I forrncl ,luite a riice wtrite cellular. shit't laid
out on nry bed" This I duiy triecl on for si.ze, and Sign then ssid tire price was'three
rupees as we have no colrpons. i goL two. There is another' irr ttre cupboarri - a nice
blue or:e to match the coi,rur" {r'f yDur eyes, brrt I'm s*:rry I coul,Jt,l't iind one witti red
stripes tool"
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My fir-si drrty in Ceylc'rr was to presrde over a coinmittee v,rfiose terms r-,f refererrr_e
were l,; prr^,;cJuce the dr-ait r:rf the l4ajar Gerreral's rep*ri lc. the A,lmirelty and ,:f the
,jirective tr: be issuerl to lrirrr by the Cc,mmarrder-irr-Chief. Tire,llher rnelnLrers of this
cr:mrriir;Lee wEra Cyril C;ould.irrg, J,-,hn Ar:ton, one *f t-tre G3s, arid llilys Fiich'rr,ls as

Secreiary. Despite rny fairly extensive experierlce ctt the work of staf{s arrcl

rninistries, i had riever Lrefore l:een reqilirtld tc,-Jo 'ruythir:9,.:f Liris s,rrt, :rt-rrJ tl:t:
meml:ers of rny c,:mrnittee had rr$ more ideas tiran I. Af ter we had met otr two
successi ye afterrioor-rs an'j 6azed helpi+:ss1y at esch other I sr:ggested Lhat I Irad

better produce a draft re.oort by myself arrrl get ttrern to cirrrcur'wjltr it. Ttris pr-oposai
was haileil wi lh gratef ul *cclamatiorl arlrl I was lef t i n sole possessi,:tr of the f j eld.

To rnake e start wes a difficulty but I trit orr ttre idea of frarrrirrg ihe,lraft as an

annexure to a formal letter from the Comrnander-in-Chief to the A,Jrrriralty. This
disposed r:f the openi.rrg paragraph, after whictr it rtas fai.r'iy pla.irr sailirrg. itre

included a lisl of all the authorj.ties, ships aii,l estshlishments lvlijrti the lrlajor
Generai trad visited sirrce his arrival on the statiorr" arrd I adopfsd the staf{ ,:ff.ieer''s
traditional nranoeu.rre of writing a lYar- trstatrlishmerrt as an ad,Jiti,:r-ral appen,Jix.

C)ur report rras well recelyed arld it was presumabiy forwarded to the A,:irniraity - Lrut

wirether or n,:t it was ever read ther-e I ha.re no idea- Certainly the War Estalrlishmer:t
was rlever appr,sved as very soon hostilities ceaseLJ and all Establishments were frozerL

and relr^aclir:n, not expansion, became the ,rrder cf the day.

The {irta! part wi}} t:e incJuded irt fhe n*:tf Sheef Anritor'

E:^t t ra c t { r'*m Th* i? i ol:e ,9 Laur e i

Vi deo Roya I Mar ine Cornmandos The Bf f i ti a I Sf ory rrarraled by Geoif rey
Painrer' (Casf Ie Visi*n f 12-99 - evaiiabie {r'i:tn lf Il Srnith or nta.il or-der f r'tr* the Roy,*}

,&farir;es Museum {+ tl-95 p&pt.l

The titte perhaps,i s a little nrrsieading; it is rnore a'pr:tted'hlst:-ry of our Corps with
tlrc exploits of 329 )/ears conlpressed intr: 7 4 mi nutes, prof usely rll ustrated rrvitli f i 1m

clips, many of +rhich are new t,t me. After an ir:tr,:ducticn b:, our Captain Generai the
narrator, himself a foi-mer Marir:e, sets off at a goori speed*rnarclr DB,:s'-, whir:l'i does n,:t
falter or slacken f$r the whole, Ierrgth of the video.

its one far.rlt is that too nuch i.s i:rammeiJ int,r it - it mi ght have been l:etter to iengtheri
it by sonre f.ive *rr't*r: minr:tes, but had that been done I fear'Lhe price rn.i6ht ttave pr,lve,J
e rleter'r'*rit. However tlie author of tl-re script (Derek 0*kiey, a f,:rr"mer erjiL,:r' of The Giahe
& Laure$ and the producer are to be congratulated orr this c,rrnpr"el.:ensii:e arlJ,Jetailr,'cl
tristory. Irrdivi,lr-rai viewers rre trr:rtnd to r:,:rnrnent on thtl cr,nt-ent: 'Why wa:= f/:ere ,so iif fJe

ab*uf *ftIs. lgrljle sr: n:u,:l ryas sBi,j ab.:uf i-haf 7 - f,Lr'er;amp)e tl:e;''e is,r si-r,:r-t clip
r:f the Tercentenary Par'ade at Bu,:kirrgham Palace, Sut n,: mention'i s ma,Je,rl iL. However iny

sympathy is with the prlrdr-rcer, whr: must have had a thankless task tc; lit "it.,j,)wrr ti:-r its
finai lerrgth tc,:rnrrrents abor:t nr:t nleasirrg all the pe,:ple all tl:e i.iLne arii fiilr'; Lirir;
apprr:prialei). t'Iotwitlrtanding such $flortc:':ntirrgs i f,:und it rlrost et-ij,:yaD1q, as djd a r:rrmLrer
of ,rther viewers, bot.h F,oyal Marir-res end civili.ans, wtlll ha''.r*: seen prr-.-release cDpie$. i rlan

th,:r'or-rghy r-erjornrnend it - it'+i1i appeal to al1 $erving, fri'-'t-Ir*:r',:r'futLire Rryai Marines artcl

arryone lnterested i.n or-tr hi:ll':r-';.
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