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THE I RASC I BLE I'IAJ OF ROBERT RO. S

When Major Robert Ross learned early in October t786, that a detach-
ment of t'tarines was to guard the First Fleet on its way to Botany Bay'
he was among the first to volunteer. For the 45 year old Scot, this
was the best thing that had happened to the corPs since its involve-
ment in the glorious action at Bunkers IIiII at the beginning of the
American War.

Why the Marines had been chosen instead of the Army \'fas none of the
maSor's business. Others could tforry about that. Meanwhile, he had
been appointed to command the detachment and he meant to see that his
marines acquit,ted themselves with hono ur.

-',"

As he wrote tsp his patron, Evan Nepean, Under Secretary for the
Coloniesl "A good performance at Botany Bay wilI reScue the corPS
from the obscuiity in which it has been for so long."

Less than four years after arriving
\,rere on their waY back to England

at BotanY BaY, however, the I'larines
and the colonY sighed with relief'

The detachment owed its unpopularity almost entirely to Major Ross'

to his personal touchiness and irascibility and to his near-insane
determination to protect the honour of the corps whatever the cost '

Originally founded by Charles II in L664, the l'tarines had known a cofl-
tinuous existence onty since t755, when war loomed once again with the
oId enemy across the ChanneI, the French

A newly orgianised Marine corPS, including the very young second
Lieutenant Robert Ross, was in the vanguard of a British force under
General wolfe which scaled the Eeights of Abraham and took Quebec from
the French in L75g. But t,he Marines were everywhere in the Seven Years
war in canada, India, the west Indies, even in the far-off
phillippines, where 3OO of Britaints sea-soldiers helped capture
Manila from the SPanish in t762.

But as useful as they were in times of war, they had little standing
in peacetime Army officers, who Paid highly for their commissions,
didn I t mix in the society of mere l'larine of f icers .

In 1786, the ltarine.s were a minor branch of the Army establishment
and Robert Ross, for aII his honorary rank of brevet-major, had made

no progress in his career since a promotj.on to captain in t773 ' Thus'
27 years after Quebec, 11 years after Bunkers tIiII, the veteran jumped

at the chance when volunteers lf,ere ealled for Botany Bay.

Knowing lit,tle or nothj-ng of the country to which he was going' he

visualised the l{arines defending the settlement against hostile
Aborigines, even winning new battle honours as t,hey rePelled Possible
attacks on Botany Bay by the French, Spanish or Americans '

Even before the Fleet Ieft Portsmouth, however, he saw how different
the reality was going to be. All the Po!{er was being invested in
Governor Philfip, tflhile Ross was designated Lieutenant-Governor'
Phillip was the one who would make the important decisions, and Phil-Iip'
as he quickly made clear didnrt mean to consult Major Ross about any-
th ing'.

An early example occurred on the voyage out. Four days before reach-
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ir-tS Capetown, PhiIlip divided his fleet into two, four vessels going
on ahead of the remaining seven to prepare the ground.
It was a sensible arrangetrent. But why had he, the second-in-command,
be,en almost the last to hear of the change of plan? This was the
question Ross kept asking himself, and, brooding over, for the rest of
the voyage.

FinaIIy, they arrived and it didnrt take the major Iong to see that
any nilitary role for the d,etachment was just a dream. From the
remoteness of their situation and the wretche.d state of the
Aboriginal population, he guessed the Marines would be spending most
of their tine on sentry duty and acting as slave-drivers to the
unfortunate convicts.

It eras pretty much the way it turned out, although Ross never stopped
fighting against what he saw as indignities from the day .he landed
on "that miserab1e shore".

Not formerly noted as a severe disciplinarian, he was savage when he
caught any of his men thieving, fighting, breaking into the female
prisoners' guarters, or otherwise carrying on Iike convict,s.

On the eveni.ng of March 16, 1788, the colony vras less than two months
old when marines Eunt and Dempsey came to blows over a convict $roman,
Jane Fitzgerald. Joseph EIunt, t,he original aggressor, was charged
with disorderly behaviour and a court-uartial r,ras convened under the
presidency of Captain Watkin Tench.

Ee was found guilty but the sentence was rather unusual. Private
Eunt was required to ask Private Dempseyts pardon before the whole
battalion, or else receive 100 lashes from the drummers on his bare
back. Ttre major was speechless when he h'eard of the sentence, but
not for long. No soldier had the right to choose his own punishment,
he shouted at Tench.

Not only was it against martial law, it removed from the man I s
commandingr officer all povrer to confirm or mitigate the decision of
the court. Ee went on raving and cursing but he couldnrt shake the
deternination of Tench and the four other young officers to stick by
the original sentence.

So Ross had those five arrested as well and applied to Governor Phillip
to have them tried for insubordination. Phillip managed to put hin
off for the moment, claimj.ng he would have to refer the matter to

' England first.

The difficult Scot, was responsible enought, when it came to maintain-
ing the peace and good order of the little settlement and the governor
had no complaints to make on that score. Yet, on other subjects, he
just couldn't be reasoned with and he lras making life unbearable for
his officers. One of them, Lieutenant James Maxwe11, actually went
mad during his six nonths at Botany Bay.

Ilaving been confined to hospital with an eye disease, the sick man
was later found to have planted 70 guineas, neatly set out in long
rows in the hospital garden. He had high hopes of a "good crop" the
foI16wing year, he.told the doctors.
The behaviour of Captain James Ivleredith was another so.urce of embar-
rassment. One evening, Captain Meredith lras rolling home, drunk as
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usual, down'Bridge St when he was tempted to visit 17 year old Sarah
Bellamy, a well-known Prostitute.

At the time, sydney consisted merely of two streets of "miserable
huts", according"to one account- The officers' huts were in a row

opposite the Maiine barracks in George St. The convict huts were

dispersed throughout The Rocks '

None had any windows beyond a lattice-work of sticks and, when the
captain came to sarah's house, he simply Put his hand through and
gr.nu"a the girl by her red hair. she promptly began screaming and
kept it up until the Sydney nightwatch arrived.

Meredith imnediately demanded she be taken into custody. But -the
nightwatch, a body of convict constables since Ross didnrt permit his
men to perform constabulary duties sras not to be bullied into sub-
mission by any officer"

Constable John Harris made sure the girl had a chance to teIl her -

side of the story and, as a growing crowd listened in sympathy,
Meredith decided not to go on with the case'

It was glaringly obvious that, after 18 months, sydney was divided
into tlro.arp=.- The convicts, who had adopted Botany Bay as their
home since few of tben could ever expect to see England again, were
in one canp.. Ihe marines were in the other'

For Robert Ross and his men, though, their worst moment had been in
t{arch 1789 after the Commissary, Andrew Palmer found that thieves
had broken i.nto the publtc store. A piece of a b:soken-off key was

found j.n the padlock of the front door. Palmer took it to the bLack-
snith for identif ication and the bl-acksnith had no trouble recognisj'ng
it as part of the key he had specially altered for lrlarine Joseph
Eunt.

Ilunt was the same man who had luckily escaped 100 lashes L2 months
before. This tlme, he turned King's evidence and described how with
six others, he had had the'keys altered so they fttted any of three
locks.

When one of the seven $ras Posted as night guard at the street-door,
the others could nip round to a back entrance and help themselves
to as much as they. could carry ahray.

It had been going on for uonths during which most of the grouP had
been punished several times for drunkenness without the authorities
having any idea where they were getting the liquor'

Yet even before news of this dire occurrence reached London, a new

secretary for the colonies had decided to replace the Marines with a

detachment of infantry, to be known as the Nsw corps* six months
later, however, Governor Phillip still had not been informed of the
decision. (+New South Wales CorPs)

Eis pre-occupation was with the famine, which was fast approaehing
the colony, and the only solution, as he saw it, was to divide his
people in two and send half to cultivate the much more fertile
lqorf olk Island. It lras also his chance to get rid of tvla jor Ross "

And yet, if various accounts
frou the moment he landed on

are true, the major was a changed man

the island at the head of t!"o companies
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of l,larines and a large convict labour force.

In Sydney, much of his tine had been taken up in writing to the
Adniralty to complain about Phillip. On Norfolk, he was his own
Easter, free to concentlate exclusiirley on expanding the islandrs
food reseurces. Ross spent 20 months there in which time he more
than trebled wheat and potato production.

Those who didn't farmr Marines as well as convicts
catching schnapper and hunting mutton-birds and the
prodigious-41,000 birds in three months. 1867 Iarge
typical fortnight.

Full bellies all round resulted in Bore work beingt
the first NSW cotps arrived to take over, it saw a
settlement than the one which had recently greeted
Sydney.

spent their time
haul vras
schnapper in a

done and, when
more flourishing
its arrival in

In December, t79 1 Robert Ross and the Marines duly returned to
England. Two officers David Collins and George Johnston, chose to
stay oor while about 40 Marine NCOS and privates had transferred to
the NSll Corps.

As it turned out, those who returned with Ross were the ones who
generally did best. !{atkin Tench went on to become a lieutenant-
general wbile .fames Meredith retired with the rank of major-general.
There also had beea more fighting for the Marines after the French
Revoluntionary Wars broke out in t793.

Finally, by Royal Order of April 29 L8O2, the corps became known as
the Royal Marines. Officially at least, the l{arines now enjoyed
parity with the Arny. But Robert Ross didn't live to see that day.

His reputation having been virtually destroyed by what Governor
Phillip had to say about his obstruct,j-ve behaviour in Sydney, he was
transferred soon after his return to recruiting duties around t,he
countryside. Still a brevet-oajor, he died in London on June 9, L794.

( Subnitted by Cleve Whitworth and reprinted by kind permission of the
Sydney Daily Hirror" This appeared under the title "Old marine
major's d.reams of grory died at Botany Bay" on 15 December 1988, and
.&Iso featured in The Sun on 5 October 1949.)
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F I GHT I NG I"IAR I NE ' SAI"I' }(ERSLAI(E

by Rager Perkins (RNHS)

Arthr-r John Kerslake, knorvn as Sam to his frlends, was bor-n in Devon ln 1896. Reachin8 his
18th birthday, he joined the Royal Marines Li6ht Infantry on a twenty-one years'
engagerent. It was Decenber 191+. He was glven the servlce number Ply 17813 and posted to
the Plynouth Division. Twelve uonths later he sas fighting in the trenches in France as a

nember of 2nd Battalion RIttLI.

In February 1916 the battalion fought
at lr{lrauaont, and then, in April, at
Gavrelle. On the 27lh of that month, his
unit was given the task of assaulting the
heavlly fortifled Gawelle ldill. fn support
wene 1st Bn RltiLI and Anson Bn of the
Royal l{aval Divlslon. The resultant carnage
is graphlcally described ln Bluoberg's
8lrttaln's fu .fuldjers, The ai}l ras
storued and held, but at heavy cost. 0n1y

B Coapany succeeded in breaking through
the rire entanglenents. After a bltter
ftght rlth boot, flst and bayonet, the
Geruan defenders were all kltled or
captured. The Harlnes held the nlll against
repeated counter attacks before being
relleved by another unit trenty four hours
Iater.

The remnants of the 2nd Bn were withdrawn to rest and abeorb reinforceuents. The

scene then changed to the Eastern ltlediterranean San rent to the lsland of Inbros' in the
Ae6ean, rhere he served nlth 3rd Rl,t Brlgade for the remalnder of the rar. On 6th July'
1917, the Lottdclrt Gantte carrled the announceuent of awards for the battle of Gavrelle
l{iIL They sere tno HltLtary Cosses, tro Dtstin6ulshed Conduct liledals and nineteen }tlilitary
I,{edals (including one to Pte A J Kerslake}.

Before "*.rihtg his post rrar career, it 1s lnstructlve to look at the asard of the
l,tllltary liedal to nen of the Royal llarlnes Lf8ht Infantry and Royal llarlne Artillery
between 1916 (the year of lts lntroductlon) and 1920 (nhen the post-rar campaiSns fizzled
out). A grand total of 115,577 lllrls were awarded during that perlod (excluding bars). but
only 316 of these nedals sent to the Rlr{LI and RItlA. They consisted of: the RI{LI in France
(1,[6], the RldA in France (39), the Divtsional Traln (3), Rll ttedical Units in France <L22r,

uen servin6 ln North Russia (3), and three R!l,A personnel on detachment to arny units (Gnr

Tatson with 527 Bty RGA, and CpI Naltby and BSlri Usborne respectlvely with 71 and 75 Siege

Btys, South Afrlcan Heavy Artillery).

Of the 316 reciplents, fifteen received additlonal bars; RIILI ln France (5), RItl l.ledical
Units (9), and North Russia (1). The high proportlon of awards to l.ledical unlts reflects
the dedicatlon and selfleesess of aTL nedical personnel in both l{orld ldars, but nost
particularly the stretcher bearers of the Great l{ar who suffered a very h18h casualty
rate. In general terms, hoveve.r, a l,tl11tary lttedal named to any l,{arlne of the i91+-20
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perlod Eust be regarded as a rari.ty. Less than 0.37 of such anards went to men of the
Corps.

Hith the end of the war, Sao returned to Plynouth rhere he conapleted those

aspects of hls treining whictr he had ulssed as an lnfantrynan. He learned how to sork as

part of the gunnery team in a narshlp and then sent to sea for the first tlne. The ship
was ilt{S Aplla and further sea-going drafts follosred between 1920 and 1932; IS'IS

f,,esolutJon, Carysfort and De,naa He had no anbitlon to rise through the ranks but was

content to hold his rEnk of l{arine to naintaln his unblenished 'exenplary' record. In
February of 193O he received his 'blue', the Naval Lon6 Service and Good Conduct Medal.

On the last day of 1935 he conpleted hls twent5one years' engagenent, but
ropedlately signed on for another year, then for tro years rore. At the end of 1938 he

declded that he had had enough and took off hls unlforn for shat he belleved trould be the
lagt ti6e. Back in hls hoae tosn of llenton Abbot, Devon, he obtained a labourlng job ln the
Bradley rool n111s. A baclrelor, he settled tn slth hls slster. Less than tro years later,
his qulet life tn thls sna11 narket town nas lnternrpted by a telegran fron the Adniralty.

Recalled 'for the duratlont on lst Septenber 1939, Sao was Judged too old for front-
Ilne service. Instead, llke hrrndreds of other ulddlraged, long service fonner tlarlnes and

Royal Havy rati.ngs, he ras drafted to Hl{S ftestderlt IIf (a pay snd aduinlstrative shore
base) and told that he would be servlng in DEHS (Defenslvely Equlpped l{erchant Ships) as a
'penstoned gunner'.

In contrast sith the Adnlralty pollcy in 1914, lt was declded frou the outset of the
Second Iorld Sar that aerchant shipe uust, rhenever practlcable, be salled in convoy, and
be arned qrith defenslve reapons. Ttre story of the DEltiS, and of the men who served at sea
aboard Britlsh and Altied uerchantuen as defensive gunner€, has never been fully told.
Perhape one day lt tdll recelve the attention which lt deserves. For the uouent, re must
follor Sau and hls. travels.

Hts first ship ras the SS Kfng E*ar, owned by King Lines and normally eai1:L:ng fron
Cardiff and Sransea. Glven the teuporary acting rank of 5er6eant, he took coaaaad of the
l2-pounder uounted on her poop deck and the 4-tnch gun on her forecastle. He had two
other rpensioaed 6un:rers' to assist tn aatntalntng these $reapons and tralnlng selected
oeaber:s of the ship's clvlllan cne$r.

Also drafted to the KW Edgar $ene two soldiers, volunteers who had been
transferred to the Itlaritine Anti-Aircraft Unit, Royal Artlllery, to escape the ltmltations
of conventlonal soldiering. They rould provide the ship with additional short-range anti-
aircraft defence by operatlng the Leris nactrinr6uns mounted on each bridge wing.

Their first trtp was an uneventful voyage to Cape Totrn to load 7,5OO tons of rheat
destined for the Pool of London. It was followed by an even longer voyage, loaded slth war
stores, to Egypt and then around the Cape of Good Hope back to Swansea wlth more bulk
grain. It Has custouary for DEIIIS personnel to transfer from one ship to another at the end
of each voyage, according to operational needs and departure dates, but. San $as stll'l
servlng tn Ktng Edgar when she made her thlrd trartlme trip, this time to Hobart, Tasmania.

On Hew Year's Day 19i[1, she fomed up at Freetown, Siera Leone, with neariy 100

other vessels for the final leg bock to the tnited Kln6dou. Convoy 5.61 consisted nainly
of coal-burning general cargo shlpe of the period, and their proSress northwerds sould be

deternlned by the best economical speed of the oldest and slosest. In this c6se, the
planned speed of the convoy was nlne knots (about ten land uiles per hour). Foul seathe,r



ss Kng Ws, the 4,536 tora cogo ship, which so neoty fetl ictim to the Lufttwffe

in 1940. S:he vns to fiitd hq final rattug place off the cm,st of fuuth latoles in 1945'

could cut lts speed by half, or lees, and the sua1l eecort would be hard worked to keep

lts notley flock on sour€ie and on station.

The conrnoy requlred nearly two seeks to approach British *aters. A successlon of
gales hindered lts progress and caused several ships to stra55le behtnd the nain body. Ttro

of these Here the KlnE &lgar and a Dutch frelShter, the tfuskerk The,t were sfil]
battling to catch up, ln the teeth of stron6 slnds and a heavy sea' as dawn broke on 20th

Januery. The convoy Has now 5OO uIles due west of Galway Bay.

Csptaln Arthur Hheeler, the Klng Edgarls naster, could siee seventeen other ships

ahead of hlm at a dtstance of four to flve uiles. The rfuskeJ:lc tras five cables asay on

hts port beam. They were naklng less than three knots against the north easterly ga1e.

Cloud base was down to 5OO feet and eneny actlon in these condltions seeued unllkely' but

he had ordered his look-outs and Sun captalns to be on fulI alert. His caution Has

Justifted when, at 11OO, a lar6e four englned aircraft sas seen aPProaching frou the south.

Flyln6 Just belotl the clouds, it couuenced a shallon dlve towards the [Iee,rLskerk

passing over the length of the Dutctrnan from dead astern, it released two 25OkS

bonbs. One exploded alongslde the ship, the other plunged through the after hatctt cover€;

and exploded withln the hull. Fire broke out imnedlately, and the [fuaskerk veered away to

a rapid stop. She sank shortly afterrards.

The attack had b,een so swlft that neither ship had time to open fire. The natchers

aboard Kfng Edyar saw the aircraft, non ldenttfted as a Focke folfe ZOOC C,ondor, naking a

long turn ahead of then and clrcling around to attack thelr own shlp from astern. At three
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ailes ran$e the Gernan pl}ot levelled out for hls bonb run. SaE and his gun cre,
dlsdtarged four rounds of hlgh explosive before the Condor roared low over their heads. I
is possible that this defenslve fire Day have darnaged the release mechanlsn in th
aircraft because lt fatled to drop any boubs on the Klng Edgan Hosever two streans o
cannoo and nachinr6un fire raked her stern as the enemy's orrn gunners opened fire durin;
the last alle of their approactr.

San was hlt in the neck and lef
knee by splinters of steel frou th
exploding cannon shells, and three o
his Een were also hit, but they a}
stayed at thelr posts. They rrerr
ready and waltin6 as the German pllo
agaln clrcled the ship and madr

another run from astern. Agaln thr
Condorfs gunners raked the Ktng Edga
rlth cannon and nachlne gun flre
dauagtng the superstructure, wreckinl
a lifeboat, and destroying part or

the drgaussing gear, but causing nr

further casualties.

Sam's team fired thr.ee srtfi
r.ounds fron the 12-pounder durlnt
thls attack, one of then bursttnl
under the Condorrs no€e. It aay havr
lnfllcted further damage because
havtng overfloqm the r(ing: Edgar and

havlng dratrn three a{leo ahead, the Geruan tras saen to Jettlson hls tro renalning 250k1
boabs lnto the sea. fire alrcraft then alterd course and was last seen headlng tonardr
Ireland a los altltude. Suhsequent research lndicates that any damage lt nay have sufferer
sas not fatal. Preeunably the ptlot contlnued orr the usual track for such gt{ghtsr tr
Trondheio or Stavanger ln Norrray, or he may have turned back to his base at Bordeaur
l,Ierignac in l{estern Franc?.

Follorlng the attaclg Coptain Theeler brought hls ship safely tnto Belfast and then tt
Barry Dock, South l{ales. San sent for 14 days' leave and a vlsit to the local RN sicl
quarters nhere hls rounds $ene found to be healing satlsfactorily.

Unlsro$Jn to hln, his nane uas being fonrarded for some sort of recognitlon. Captair
[hee]er, in hi,s report, had nrltten: rlhe acrlutzte gtrr.flre of the King Edgar uent a lon1
vay tovards not ortly drtvtng the alrclr:aft awaft but savlng the rresse-l a-Iso,. A coverin2
note commented: 'The ltla ter oonsJders tlrat the gun's crew save6 the siIpr. There was €

clear need for an award, but the pecullar status of DEilS grmners presented the authorltles
wlth a difflcult probleu.

Sau Kerslake, and hundreds of others llke hlm, sere not entered in thelr ships. pEper=
as oeobers of the arued forces. They were described lnstead as rdeck hands,. They receivec
thelr servlce pay fron the Adulralty, or from the l{ar Office if nenbers of the lrlarltine Arl
Reglnent' and rere also pald an additional sixpence a day by the shlps. ownersr but the
offical line was that they rrere seaaen of the civilian llerctrant Navy. This pretence
ensured that DEMS could call at neutral ports sithout being subject to the .Iegaj
strictures and tlne linltatlons shich had driven the Graf ffee out of l{ontevideo harbour

A Focke klfe 2@C Candor of the type

Jn searclr of caavolts. The alrcraft had a
range of 221A rlle at IGO ryh, utth an
endurance of 11 lrourrr
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ln 1939. t{hl1e in'neutral ports, San and his fellos Bunnerti were free to go ashore and

nere Lssued with 'offlcial' clvillan clothing for this purpose. If they had worn naval or
nilitary unlforu, or had carried service identlty docunents, they tlould have been liable to
arrest and internment.

Of equal importance was the need to uake the DE!{S Surrnersr who rere almost all of
non-coumissioned ranks and rates, subJect to the disclpline of the ships' Master. By

signing articles as civllian searnen, they were brought autonatlcaliy within the
requirements of the l.Ierchant Shipping Act.

All of thls created a strange anomoly with regard to honours and atlards. There tras
no provision for Een like SaE, offlctally a deck hand, to receive decoratlons intended
excluslvely for members of the arned forces. To arurounce in the London Gazette'that a

'civlIian' had been glven a 'servlce' award night have Jeopardlsed his clalm to non-
coubattant status.

The London Gazette of lst Apil 1941 announced that l{ne A J l(erslake had been

'couuended'. There were no other detalls. At the end of the w6r, when he received his
canpal6n nedals, he nas tssued sith a 'nention in despatches' emblen in respect of the
Kfng EdSar eplsode (even though lt could not have been gazetted as such at the tlne).
There are sinllar anomolies In respect of other DEI{S gunners of that perlod. For example,
not a sIng1e man of the llarltlne AA Re6tnent received the DSI{ durlng the first tro years
of the war, but there trere flftfoae such awards betseen 1942 and 1946. Conversely, acts
of bravery by nenbers of the Rqiment prlor to 19,t2 rrere rreco6nised by thirteen asrards of
the Brltish Eapire lttedal (Clvtl Divlslon).

The turning point Gatne rlth Pearl tlarUour and Amerlca's declaration of Har. The

lsolatlontst lobby tn Hashington, whictr had prevlously wanted to stop Brltish ships loading
at Amerlcan ports, Has rx) longer a cau6e for anxiety. On 18th titay 19t+2, acting upon a
reconnendatlon by the Conuittee on the Granttng of llonouru, Deroratlon* snd HEdial=, iiH Ttre

King signed an authortty for a naJor drange. An Her tn Connc[ lssued by the Adniralty
and dated lst JuIy stated: 'ilnd rhel.ea llts lta!*ty has fun graclously pTeasd to approve
that l/ava] fating:r and Atay tranks sel,:rrfrrg ln the Defqptvely Equtppd ltlsdl,a,nt $lps
ehould fu eltgthle for rr{aval Avarts,...'. It nas then conflrrned that the previous
anblValence was finalLy resolved. Recommendatlons rhlch unttl then hai been handled by the
lfar Office, the Aduiralty and the ltiinistry of Transport, sould henceforth be procesed
excluslvely by the Adnlralty. tsith the United States of America now totally connltted to
rar with the Axis po$rerEi, there rrras no longer any need to conceal the truth about DgilS.

But there sould be no retroactlve awards, so San's rcomnendatlon' remained unaltered.

He nade one Eore voya6e in the Ktng Edgar. call1ng over a period of five months at
various ports around Afrlca and the Bay of Bengal. Leaving her ln June l9+2, he served
durtng the next three yeals in a succession of other DEIIS; the lno:nettq the Piet* de
lfugl\ the Casta-IJa and the E-alplre Slrorrdsr.an Their voyages took hi.o a6ain to Indla, three
tLaes acftxiti the perllous l{orth Atlantic and, finally, to the }t[ulbery harbours of the
l{oruandy beach-head. He was surpristngly lucky; none of his ships $ere sunk or even
attacked. The need for constant vigilance, however, never slackened. As the senior Bunner,
it was hls job to keep the guns crerrs on their toes and to overrsee the proper maintenance
of the rreapons and ammunition. His efficlency came to notice, and his name nent forsard
a6ain for conslderation for an asard.

Fron the evidence, it seens that the recomnendatlon sas ini.tlated by the lrlaster of
the CastJJia, Captain D ltlorrison, and subuitted to the Senior l{aval Officer at Port Said
shen the shlp cal}ed there on 20th ltiardr 19+4. Sadly all of the original docuuents
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concernlng ahlards to RN and RI't personnel serving in DEII{S were destroyed by the Adnira}ty
sone years 680, and exhaustive enquiries have falled to reveal any detaiis surrounding
Sa.a's recournendatlon. All that can 'De EAld Hlth c.er-t*inty i; r.h*t thia nEpa EF*€ni.F,f in
the Lqdut Gazette (Klng's Birthday Honours) dated Bth June 1944. Along sith twenty-one
other DEtttS personnel, he had been asarded the Distingulshed Servlce ltledal under the
preamble 'For ga7laatry ar outstandlng serrrJce in the face of the €D€Dft or of zeal,
patiene and dt*rfufness fn dangerous paf,ers, and far settlng an exaapTe of uholeheartd
devotion to duty, upholding the htgh tradttlat of the Royal lJavy'.

A totaL of 7.132 DS!{s sere awarded bettreen 1939 and 1945, but only 195 (pius one
bar) went to the Royal l,lafines. Hou nany of these were euployed in DEIiS and how nany in
other types of senrice is not lnonn, but it is probabie that DEl,lS gunners were in the
ninority. It wqs largely a uatter of 'out of sight, out of mindr.

In August 1945; San was told that his service€ $rere no longer required. He returned
to hts labourlng Job at the Bradley t{iIL and declined to tel1 his relatives anything of hi.s
six ye6rs at sea. The only conment recalled later by his sister was that he had 'had a
rough tiae in Sw6nsea'. The Klng Edgar ras docked there on 2Q/?1st February 1941 nhen the
clty and harbour nere heavlly bonbed. The 12-pounder $rES a 'high angle' weapon, anC nay
se1l have ioined ln the Local anti-aircraft barrage.

Hhen he dled ln 1977t aged 81, he left no papers. The only tanglbLe evtdence that he
had ever existed ras thti Eroup of nedals bequeathed to ilns Vera Cheshire, his sister. And

the nedals nere alnost as enlgaatlc as the durable old llarlne himself.

lie had coupleted thlrtSone year€ of 'exemplary' service. Although famillar sith his
career, I did not reallse uttl1 1981 that soaethlng rlas arrriss. His Naval LS & GC lledal did
not have an 'additlonal servlce' clasp. Sure1y he must have been so entitled?
Correspondence rl.th a fel1ow collector provided the answer.

On 3rd l{ay 1945, Adniralty Fleet Order (lFO) 2253 had announced: T t }ras fuen declded
fo Jssue a cTasp for the RN and RFR Long *nde and M Conduct lldaTs in the ciase of

ldns Tenryary ^*r6eant 'Saa' I(er:slake'lr gftup of ^oeda-Is. Frue left: gg;ld, I{il,
EnJtJd, Har l#edal 1911-20, Ytctory l/redral lbt+tA, lg3g-ts Star, Atant1c Star tutth
c7rep Frane & Getzany), Afrla Star, Buraa Star, Yar Ueflal lg3g-1i &rtth ilention in&spatdres uk 7eafi, rltrlra-I Lutg futtde and M hnduct l,:rraL futth clasp)
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ratfrg:s holding the aedral vho have aapTetd a further flfteen years' servJce under the

65ndltlotts governry the orlglnal a*ard'. The problen r{as that AFOs Here distributed only

to naval vessels and shore establishnents, and hence could only be seen by uen currently

serving in then. They were not published elsenhere. Retlred pensloners, and those serving

in DEI'IS, had no access to AFOs and therefore did not know they were entitled to raise a

claim. And the clasp trould be issued only to men who applied for i.t on the appropriate

forn. The initj.ative lay r.rith the man, not the Adoiralty.

In late 1981, I advised ltrs Cheshire, as next-of-kin, to contact the Drafting and

Records Of f ice, RoyaMarines. Hithin a fortni6ht the ever efficlent staf f at DRORil

approved the ciaim. The clasp arrived a ferc days later, and i hestiJ-y appended it to the

original nedal ln tlne for a fornal presentation. On 28th January 1982, l{ne A J Kerslake's

astonishlng ErouP of aeards, made conplete after a 8ap of thirty-e1ght years' was handed

back to lilrs cheshire at a rec-eption at the officers' l{ess, stonehouse Barracks, Plynouth.

It was the establish.nent nhere San had begun his service career in 1914. The presenting

offlcer was Maj Gen J J lrloore OBE, ltC+. In the r*ords of the staff officer who arranged the

cerenony: 'Once a llarlne, aluays a !{arlne. The Corp never forgets.'

Itlal Gen lereay tibore oBE !rc, *tlth 'sam' KersTake',s survlving
slster, If":s vera cheshlre at stanehouse Barracks ln ranuary
1982 at the presentatlon of hls extraordlnary aedal group
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Yarious lessons eierge frou the Sa.o Kerslake story. Ftrst anyone atternpting to trace
the shlp-to-shlp novements of a foraer DEI{S gunner Is faced rlth a fornidable task. Thls
artlcle was ten yearsi ln the naking. Secondly, although l{llttary ltledal awards to ltlsrines of
the 1914-20 perlod are rarely found those nhlcfi do surface are conparatively easy to
research. Blumberg's nagnlflcent nork glves noot of the datee, locatlons and clrcuastances
Ieadtng to eadr award. Thirdly there nust be a number of 15 & GC tledals of the Ktng
George V serles uhlch ought to carrt an 'addltlonal servlce' clasp, but shich do not.
Careful researctq and a lot of luck, Eay pernit other collectore to trace unclalmed
entltlenents. Fourth, nott that ftedie's RoII has been published, everyfiE has the chance to
research llentlons tn Despatches trhictr prevlously seeued untnsptring. Sone rayr reveal
engagenents Jtrst as dranatic as the .ffi49: E$r actlon.

As a footnote, the plucky ffng Eqar contlnued her travels around the sorld untl1 2nd
l,tardt 19+5. TherU slth the rar alnost over, her luck ran out. SaflfnS in convoy up the
Ir16h Sea, stlll under the conuand of Captatn A T Uheeler, ehe ras torpedoed and sunk by
Kpltn Tolfgang Herrartz tn IF13O2. A Griatr honing tonpedo exploded under her stern and
bletr lt off. Several cr€$Den were lnJured, and three were trapp€d and drormed belor ded€.
Anongst the dead waci a lad naued Peter Roche. He ras one of the last DElili gunners to dte
in the war.

Fl.ve daye 7at* the 1ts13O2 wae htr*ated do*tt arzd depttc-char5ed to de=tntctfoa by *hree
frtgateo of the Royal Canadian l{avf, Ld lfiuUlolfr, Strathadam and ltretford tUlnes, firere were
no survLvore.

LONGEST SERVIT{G DETACHIENT -FURTHEST FROII HAT,E"

In the year followlng the arrlval of the Flrst Fleet in Australla, Captain Arthur Phl11lp
forned what was then called the 'Row Boat Guard', Thelr dutlee were to protect the shlps
of the Royal Navy ln the colony. The locatlon of thts guard wa€ at llatson's Bay, Goat
Island' Garden Island and Cockatoo Is1and; and they also carrled out patrols of Sydney Cove.
It would appear that the passlng of letters between convlcts was rlfe and, of course, the
escaplng of convlcts on arrlval ln the shlps brlnglng them to Australla.

Addltlons to thls guard were added as the shlps and shore establlshnents got 1ar6er.
A bltty sltuatlon developed unt11 1867 when a detachment of the Roya1 Marlnes Llght
Infantry arrlved with the brlef to take over all the varlous duties under one connand.
Thle guard reualned ln contlnuous duty untll relleved by the newly formed Naval Dockyard
Pollce on lst July 1913, a total of +6 years! Thls nust be one of, lf not the longest
servlng detachment the Corps ever provlded. But perhaps soloeone knows better.

It ls lnterestlng to read the reason for the rellef of thls detachment. At the
Inperlal Conference of 1911, the followlng statenent was lssued:

'The policlng of the three esfablJshnents carcled out by Ilr,perlaL ltlarlnee should end
as lt ls not proposed to have Rayal ltlarlnes ln the Coanon*ealth Farces and tt will
be necessary to have a specfal Pollce Fore to carry out these dutles,'
Thls was the blrth of the Australlan Navy Poltce a6 of today. It 1s also lnterestlng

to note the title of hpertal llartnes us-ed at the 1911 crnference. I do not recall havtng
seen the reference before. It ls understood that qulte a nulber of the detadrment
transferred to the nen Forte and renalned ln rtustralla to end thelr day.s.

Subalttd by Frztrk 4gass
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t'la j or Louis Rotely Recal ls Traf algar

Major Louis Rotl.ey, RM, who made this speech at Swansea was a marine
subaltern in the'ivrcroRy" at rrafalgar. He retired in LBL4 and
died at swansea j.n 1g51. Ee saved f our persons f rom drowning in the
course of his life. A scholarship was founded at the Royal Naval
school, EItham, in his memory" Many years after his retirement his
feIlow citzens of Swansea Presented hin with a ring on the annivetsary
of Trafalgrar, a gift he acknowledged in the following words.

"l'[r Chair and Gentlemen-Friends and felIow townSmen. labouring under
extreme illness I rise to return thanks for the honour conferred in
drinking my health and for presenting me with this ring ' During my

career I have received many tokens of regard, among wh ich is a

splendid sword with a Damascus b}ade, a gold snuff-box, several medals'
a present from a President of the United States of America' and from
several Indj-an Chiefs, also a valuable consideration from the
Patriotic Fund for !'rounds, etc, but none do I prize more than this
eleqant ring, which must now beeome an heirloom'

Eaving seen but half the world, I have a longing desire to see the
other. The first port that, wiII bring me uP will be Aboukir Bay at'
the mouth of the NiIe, where t'he immortal hero whose death this ring
is intended to commemorate, as an Admiral gained his first grand
.ri"i"ry. At Copenhagen he had to contend against the genius of
Napoleon, who had united in one grand league the E leets of Denmark,
Sweden and Russia, with the hope of crushing the naval supremacy of
Great Britain. Nelson \ras sent against them, and the Northern
Confederation vanished in smoke.

Eis last and most decisive victory was at Trafalgar, in which I had
the honour to take a Part" Trafalgar was my first essay, and never
shall I forget my fatherrs advice on ny being aPpointed to the
VICTORYT:he Iilas an o1d seaman, and had fought against the ceLebrated'
paul Jones in the first American War. "Louis, " said he, "you will
soon be in battle-I foresee a tremendous contest, but whatever you
do, be sure to keep your head erect in battle, never bow to a French-
man',s shot, it'is iolly, for when you hear the balls whistle you are
safe, the ball has passed harmless before you can hear it, " and amid
the carnage and the thousands of cannon balls that whistled past my

head on that memorable d"y, well did I recollect my fatherrs advice'
I bore a charmed life then, as I have upon tlty occasions since.

Prevj.ous to breaking the enemy I s line their f ire was terrif ic ' The

VICTORY)was steering for the four-decker, * when four ships ahead and
four astern together with that huge leviathan brought their broadsides
to bear upon the bows of the vIcToRY. It was like a -hailstorm of
bullets passing over our heads on the PooPr where we had forty Marines
stationed wi-th small arms. It has been stated that Lord NeIson order-
ed them to lie down at their quarters until wanted, but no such order
ri{as given, and no man went down until knocked down; had such orders
been given many a life would have been saved, as not a man was hit
below the waisL. Their steadiness indeed was observed by NeIson,
whose eye was everywhere, and who declared he had seen nothing which
surpassed it in ant of his previous battles. He also made this remark
durlng the battle, "The younq Marine is doing well, " which I have
taken for mY motto.

*The spanish Iine of battle ship SANTISIMA TRINIDAD'
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The plntlra5. by f 0tlgfiur $fiJdr narlgs tn the &tJonal lfarJtlne rtfusua. ft dqtcts
tlle deoUt of L*t rYeIsr afurn lfli5 Ylctory qt 21st ocltfu 1805. The A&tral ls
crzldld ln the anus of erSeant .*cker, rtJJst drarp siootJng: parlnes can be seen
m tbe WW W ,td rn tlre rWW.

This I learnt fron Sir Thouas Hardy, when returning me his thanks on
the guarterdeck for Ey eonduct in the battle " The poop became a
slaughterhouse, and soon after the commenceoent the two senj-or
Lieutenants of !,larlaes, and half the original forty, wexe ptaced hors
de combat.' Captain Adair then ordered me to bring him up a reinforce-
ment of l{arines froa the great guns" I need not inform a seaman the
diffieulty of separating a man from his gun. In the excitement of
action the llarines had thrown off their red jackets and appeared in
their check shirts and bLue trousers. There was no distinguishing
Marine f rom seauan-all were r.lorking like horses. I was now upon the
middle deeki we were enqaging on both sides, every gun was goinq off"
A man should witness a battle in a three-decker from the middle deck,
for it beggarF all description. It bewilders the senses of sight and
hearinE. There wa6 the fire from above, the fire from below, besides
the fire fron the deek I was upon, the guns recoiling with violence
reparts louder than thunder, the decks heaving and the sides strain-
ing. I f,ancied rnyself in the lnf ernal regions, where every man
appeared a devil. Lips night move, but orders and hearing were out
of the guestion, everything was done by slgns"
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Adgtrzi Lart ltk*wt stards d, the de* of lfl6 Vtctory durlng the battle.
plntlrg ls by i H Overfse €) and atttld'The Hero of TrafalSarr"

The

With the assistance of two Sergeants and two Corporals (and in some
cases by main force) I succeeded in separating about 25 men from the
great gTuns and with this force I ascended to a purer air. The battle
now raged at its greatest height, the REDOUTABLE had fallen on board
us on our starboard side, and the soldiers from their tops were
picking off our officers and men with deadly aiu. We were also
engaged with the SANTISIMA TRINIDAD and the BUCENTAURE (though at a
greater distance) on our Iarboard. The reinforcement arrived at a
most critical moment. Captain Adair's party was reduced to less than
ten rnen, himself wounded in the forehead by splinters, yet stilI
using his musket with effect. One of his last orders to me was
"Rotely, fire away as fast as you canr " when a ball struck him on the
back of the neck, and he was a corpse in a moment-and at the same
time our revered Chief fell, having received his mortal wound from
a soldier in the wLzzen top of the REDOUTABLE. The Marines became
exasperated. f was now in command, and the first order I gave was to
clear the mLzzen top, when every musket was levelled at that top,
and in five minutes not a man was left alive in it. Some Frenchman
has vaunted that he shot Nelson and survived the battle, and I have
heard that a book has been publj-shed so stating, but it must be a
romance, as I know the tnan was shot in five minutes after Nelson fell
About this time I observed a British flag on the opposite side of the
REDOUTABLE, which proved to belong to the TEMERAIRE, and shortly
after another French ship, the FOUGEUX, fell on board the TEMERAIRE
on her starboard sider so that four ships of the line were rubbingt
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An aquatlnt of a prlvate of the Ro1ml
Marlnes c 18O7 by I C StadLer

sides in the heat of the fight, with their heads arr lying the
same way as if moored in harbour. It consequently became a great
nJ-cety in directing the fire of the musketry, lest we should shoot
our own men over the decks of the REDOUTABLE. I therefore directed
th e f ire of the l,tarine s to the main and f ore tops of that devoted
ship, and but few of their men escaped. We gained the battle with
Nelsonrs bIood.

Gentlemen, this ring is now rendered sacred by the relic it contains,
a part of the hero's hair cut off his head by my own hand. on the
roorning after his death, I went below to view the body, and to pro-
cure a lock of his hair as a memento, but captain Hardy had been
before rne and had cut off the whole with the excepti-on of a small
l-ock at the back of the neck, which f secured. The hair, with the
coat and waistcoat NeIson fell in, was preserved and sent to Lady
Hamilton; the breeches and stockings came into my possession, and
I have preserved them as valuable relics for upwards of forty years"
To Preserve the body, a large cask was procured and lashed on its
end on the middre deck. The body was brought up by two rnen from
the cockpit. I received it and placed head foremost in the cask.
The head of the cask was then replaced and filled with brandy, and
a Marine sentinel placed over it by night or day, so that it wasj-mpossible f or anyone to approach it unseen.',

Reprinted from the
Refer also to SHEET
(pages 28-30). And

October 7944 edition
ANCHOR Vo1 VIII No 1

rt'ote variance in name

Of I TIiE NAVY I

(page s 2-4)
speII ing .

magazLrre"
and No 2

17



hTESTKAPELLE November I944
By l'laior Wilf rid Sendall Rt'1

In days to cone the silver bugles will be blown in the old ueadguarter
Divisions of the- Royal Marines on yet another I'memorable Qate in the
history of the Corps." This will be the 1st Nevenber, the date of
the assault on the westkappelle Dyke in the island of Walcheren.

rt is not lightry that an operati.on is honoured in company with
occasions Iike Bell.eisIe or Zeebrugge, but, when the histqries eoue
to be written, there is no doubt that Westkappelle will be rated ag
the highest achievement of the Royal Corps since St George I s Dafr
1918 " Like the Zeebrugge raid, it is a class,lc example of tha
traditional role of the Corps, an amphibious eperation with a naval
object-in this instancer the opening of the e$Eu4ry of the $eheldt
and the great port of Antwerp.

Since their defeat in Normandy there is no doubt that the Germang had
fought a hard and cunning defensive battle, cllnging on deoperately
to the ports that they knew lrere vital to the development sf Allied
strateqy" But they made one major blunder. Disorganizeq by the dash
and elan of the tlth Armoured Divl.sion, they allowed us to qallture
Antwerp almost undamaged. To cover up this dtsasttsr to their plans,
they defended tenaciously the positions that covered the entrance Eo
the Scheldt estuaryl, in particular the island of Walcheren, where
big batt,eries that could comuand the sea-road to Antrrrerp rrere slted.

?he firs't blow against llalcheren was struck by the RAF Lancaster
bombers with their "earthguake" bombs tore two great breaches in the
Westkappelle dyke, the biggest dyke in the Netherlands. The North
Sea poured in through t,hese gaps in t,he historic sea wall and flooded
almost the whole of the island. But many of the German batteries
were sited in the dyke itself, which still stood above the floods.
These had to be destroyed.

A three-point attack \das planned. One thrust by the 52nd Lowland
Division from the east, over the causeway seiaed by the Canadians;
a landing by an Army commando at Flushing followed up by a brigade
of the same division; the final blow, to be launched fron the sea
at Westkappeller- was entrusted to three RoyaI Marine comoandos,
suPported by a powerful naval bombardment force in which Royal
Marines played a leading part at the guns" The Marines were called
upon to destroy flrze or six powerful German batteries in the dyke
north and south of'WestkappelIe, landing actually in the big breach
that the RAF had made.

The naval force, consisting of IIMS WARSPITE, EREBUg and ROBERTS, a
landing craft support squadron of twenty six eraft and flotillas of
landing craft tank, rras commanded by Capt A F pugsley, DSe RN. The
military force under Brigadier B W Leicester, RM consisted of three
Royal Marine commandos, two troops of an AItied comuandor dn assault
regiment, Royal Engineers, manning tracked amphibians in which the
coumandos vrere landing, a sguadron of tanks, two field companies,
RE, and a detachmenL of Pioneers.

Over 50 per cent, of the personnel of the support sguadron were Royal
Marines, manning the guns of the craft. Of the Geruan defences the
most inportant were wl7 a battery of four 220-n,a guns ta the north
near Domberg, W15 a battery of 150-nm guns near WestkappeIle, and
two batteries of 150-nm.-"13 and ti11-to the south of the gap. These
biS batteries were covered and supported by a series of smaller
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positions, the whole constituting' an almost continuous fortification
along the dyke. The plan allowed for a heavy air bombardment follow-
ed by a naval bombardment of tshese positions, after which the lt{arines
larird in the gapr one commando supported by the Allied commando and

the tanks to the north, two commandos to the south. These latter had

with them artillery forward observation parties, who could call up

and direct by radio the fire of field batteries on the mainland
near Breskens.

on the morning of 1st November, as the Iighthouse tower of west-
kappelle rose above the horizon, the RAF liaison officer aboard the
headquarter ship had to inform the commanders that, owing to weather
conditions, air support could not be relied upon'

As postponement would mean loss of the advantage of a three-point
simultaneous attack, the difficult decision was taken to proceed
without air support, As it ensued, over 400 sorties were flown by
Typhoons of the Tactical Air Force in very difficult condit'ions'
This help was invaluable, but it was not, of course, on anything
Iike the scale originally planned.

As the force closed in towards the gap the sea was calm and visibility
good-good enougih to make the craft fine targets for the big German

guns. WARSPTTE, EREBUS and RoBERTS set the ball rolling with their
15-inch guns. when the support squadron was about 10r 000 yards off
the GerBans opened up in t.pry, btrt their fire was not accurate and

they ceased. When the mass of landing craft was closer in they
opened up again, this time with considerable accuracy"

The support squadron, though outranged and outweighted, continued to
close in with the greatest resolution, taking the brunt of the eneBy

fire. At short range they engaged the bis batteries north and south
ofthegapandthepillboxesthatsupportedthem.Theyfoundthe
range and held it, despite the concentration of heavy shells upon
them, but several were sunk. One craft beached barely fifty yards
from a powerful German pillbox covering the gap and shot it out at
point-bIank range. Many of their sheIls bounced off the solid con-
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crete, but the Royal Marine gunners stuck to it for twenty minutes,
though the craft was hit in several places by shells of Various
calibres, from 5-inch to 20-mm and the guns t crews were under small-
arms fire " Then, - with her guns out of action, the craft withdrew,
only to sink by the stern as soon as she reached deep water. The
companion craft to this one, which went in to engage a similar target,
was last seen on the beach in flames.

The courage of the sailors and &larines in these craft saved the day,
and the assault troops lrere able to get ashore with comparatively
Iight casualties. ceneral Eisenhower paid them a high tribute"

"The manner in which the unarmoured support vessels went inr " he
said, "and slammed it out with heavier guns in reinforced concrete
j-n order to get the soldiers ashore almost unscathed was one of the
incidents that would be remembered in British naval history."

Of the twenty-six craft in the support squadron,
eight badly damaged, 372 officers and men of the
Royal lrlarines be j.ng killed or wound.ed.

nine were sunk and
Royal Navy and

While this gallant but unequal'dueI was in progress, landing eraft
tank had been di-scharging the amphibians of the Roya1 Marine commandos
each side of the gap. Some of the landing craft were hit and several

lssault aaft, havtly ladqt rftlr canrandos, riovJ46
lndr*e.

anphibians blown up on uines which defended the edges of the dyke"
OnIy two land.j-ng craf t could.go in on each beach at once so that
disembarkation was a sIow, nerve-racking process, the enemy giunners
having pin-point,ed the range to the gap" But once ashore on the
sanddunes that lvere piled high on the solid masonry of the dyke, the
Marines made rapid progress"

To the north the commando overcame a pillbox that opposed their land-
ing and swept into the wrecked streets of the village of westkappelle "
Having secured this, they pressed on along the dyke towards the first
of the big batteries. Supported by the Allied commando and those
tanks which had survived the landing-several were destroyed and
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An LCT beadted st tt e Dorth droulder of the gap

others trapped by the rising tide in the flooded ruins of Westkappelle-
they carried the battery. By nightfall they had reached the village
of Domburg to the north" Such swift progress $ras only possible by
vigorous leadershi-p and good team work, but many of these Marines,
though only youngsters, v/ere veterans of SiciIy and SaIerno, to say
nothing of D Day and the tough fighting that followed in Normandy"

To the south the first objective to fall was a German radar station,
already in ruins after heavy bombard.ment- From here the attackers
moved on across a difficult terrain of soft sandhills to battery
W11. There was little roou to manoeuvrer as the distance between
the sea and the deep flood water inland was barely three hundred
yards.

Determined to maintain the impetus of the ir attack, the t'larines went
straight into an assault on this powerful battery position, protected
by minefields and heavily concreted positions" The first troop carne
under heavy mortar fire and was beaten back with serious casualties"
A fresh troop took up the assault, but again they were hetd up by a
hail of accurately placed mortar bombs. A pause was made to organize
fire support.

The forward observation parties called up artillery fire from away on
the mainland directly on to the German fortifications, and Typhoons
of the Tactical Air Force swept in to release shattering salvoes of
rockets. Then, under cover of suoke, the Marines attacked again. By
nightfall the control post and half t,he battery were in. their hands"
Under cover of d,arkness fighting patrols dislodged the enemy from
their remainj-ng positions and, at first light, the advance continued
to the Iit.tle village of Zouteland. After a series of srall engage-
ments the great dyke which overhangs the village was captured" The
Germans in the village surrendered after firing a few shots"

At this point a third Royal Marine commando took over the lead.ership
of the attack" They went forward towards the next big battery-W11.
Their way was barred by a road block, a deep anti-tank ditch and a
system of dragonsr teeth' and minefields. Weather forbade air support,
but again the artillery from the mainland were called into action"
With their aid two troops of Marines managed to cross the ditch, but
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they were held up again by the d,estructive fire of the German mortars,
Iosing trany men.

Itleanwh iIe, three other troops had by-passed this def ence position by
pushing along the top of the sanddunes" They reached the outskirts
of the battery, but were held up by st,iff resistance. Owing to
pockets of resistance in the rear it rrras inpossible to reinforce
these advanced elements. All the trooB commanders had been wqunded
and casualties were serious. When darkness fel1 agaip, supplies and
ammunition were man-handled forward asross the sandhilllE and the
Adjutant went up to reorganize the position"

Another troop cleared up the pockets of resistange behindr but the
enemy launched a night counter-attack against the forward troops"
This was successfullY beaten off.

when dayright came a troop from the other conmando caBe in to cover
the Ieft flank while another fu11-scale assault wit'h artillery support
was launched" Fighting went on stubbornty until naon and then tbe
Germans began to crack. once the crack appeared it spread rapidly"
German officers were induced to call upon their troops in deep bunke:r
positions. to 1ay down their arIBS.

After some face-saving taIk, the German Commandant himself surrendered
handing over his pistol with the words:. "If, you think I am a coward,
shoot Ee o "

The Marine advance continued swiftly until a second gap in the dyke"
torn by RAF bombs, was reached. On the other side an Army comnando,
which had made a gallant landing at Flushing, captured most of that
town and then fought its r.ray along the dyke to meet the l'larines,
was waiting. With this link-up the Gerpan qrip on the Scheldt
estuary was finally broken" Very soon afterwards the minesweePers
of the Royal Navy were seen proceeding up the river to svJeeP the
channel to Antvrerp.

There remained some mopplng up to be done north of Domburg, but the
main battle-one of,r.the strangest of the war-was now virtually overe
The cost had not been light-379 officers and men kiJ-led, wounded or
missing. This was not all the price- The whole centre of the
fertile Vflalcheren island was submerged in f1o6ds, the great dyke
alone standing above the water like the rin of a gigantic saucer"
The meaning of this destruction can only be understood by the gallant
Dutch people who bear the burden.

But the prize was the greatest port in Western EuroPe to nourish and
sustain the great offensives that General Eisenhower wilI soon loose
upon Germany itself.

In the village of Zouteland, comParatively slightly dauaged, Dutch
girls in their charming constume-bilIowy blue skirts and white linen
caps, with knots of orange ribbon in their hair-lvere out to greet
their Iiberators. The battered main street blossoned with Dutch
flags" From the top of the towering dyke a tiny Dutch boy, wearing
the biggest possible orange sash, waved his hand to the Marines as
they passed by and shouted all the English he knew, which was "Good
morning, good morning. "

(Rep:cdrueld frrn The tbvy - The offtctaT organ af the llavy Leagn - Ian ,911i)
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I{AJOR GENEFAL 9I R JAHES COCKEIJRN HT HCH

The colour prlnt acconpanying thls lssue of the Sheet Anchor ls of
lilaJor General SLr James Cockburn Kt KCH, the Inspector General Roya1
ItlarLnes f rom 1431 to 1E35. The portral.t was palnted by A J Dubols
Drahonet in 1832 and ls reproduced by kLnd perrrn{ sslon of the Army
lluseum' s OgiJby Trust.

In 1831 the offlce of Inspector General was introduced ln place of
the Deputy AdJutant General. Ttre post $ras gf.ven to a clvllian, rctro w6s
also Paymaster to the Royal lttarlnes. He $ra€i 'nade a MaJor General Ln
the Army to give hlm authorLty over the Colonels of Harlnes. Hotever
the Deputy AdJutant General, Colone1 J B 5ava6e, continued to hold on
to hls post.

General Cockburn had been a Clvil Servant, lllven the honorary rank
of l.IaJor General, to make lt less arrkward for hlm r*ren he carri.ed out
his dutles inspecting accounts, clottrlng, etc. The appolntment lasted
'only five yeart; and the abolLtlon of the post was announced from the
Royal l,tarine Offlce on lrlay 21st, 1836 as follows:

rThe Lords pouteelonere of the Adutralty havlng been pleased to abollsh
the offlce of Inspector-General of Royal llarlnes, all reports and conuunicatlons
heretofore nade to l{aJor General Slr Jaoes Cockburn, Bart, G. C. H., are ln future
to be addressed to Colonel Slr John B Savage K. C. H. llaJor General Slr Jaoes
Cockburn cannot qutt the comand rtth strtch he hes so long been honoured trlthout
expresslnt to the Corps of Roya1 llarlnes the 6ratlflcatlon whlch he has on all
occaslons derlved fron lt; and assuring then that he shall ever consider the
perlod of hls connunlcatlon rlth the Corps as one of the proudest and nost
satisfactory ln hl,s Ilfe. He leaves them, from long experlence, rlth the deepest
sen6e of loyalty, dlsclpllne, and professlonal value; and confident of their
upholdlng tn all aftertlnes the high and dlstlngulshed reputatlon whtch they
have always so deservedly attalned, he requeets that they 1111 accept the
assurance of his everlastlng best rrlshes and regards, and that he shall never
cease to feel the ltvellest lnterest ln their nelfare, prosperlty and renost.'

f Tllson, A. A. General

It Ls of partlcular interest to note that lttaJor General Sir Jaoes
Cockburn eras a brother of Adrnr ra1 Slr George Cockburn, an ' Admiral of
the Red' , wtro was; also a lrlajor General of. l.tarlnes under the old t Blue
Colonelcy Systemr. Under thls system, certaln naval offlcers drew
addttlonal pay for the rank of Colonel or General of Martnes. Indeed
one night speculate that thls could account for S1r Jamesi appoinment
as Inspector-General.
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REf,IINISCENCES DF A bJARTIT,{E CIFFICER
By MaJor Patrlck D A Ennor (Rlf{S)

Part V

THE ILL-FATED DAKAR EXPEDITICIN

At Scapa there always seeoed to be quite a heavy Ese1l even ln the anchorage
and the acconuodatlon ladders nere secured nore often than they rere losered. The
boats were aanned elther at the davit head and then lowered, or by rope Jr:nping
ladders hanglng dosn the slde of the shlp. Either of these evolutlons perfonned in a
heavy snell rras rather alarutng to inexperienced Een in fshtfn6 order, canrylng
$teaPons and searlng hobna{Led shore serrrlce boots. Later ln the rar durins landfns
craft training qulte an elaborate drrll sas errolved. The armoured decks of the LCAs
sene covered wlth hesslan natttng to provlde a foothold and planks were rrsed to span
the terrlfyfrg abyss betseen the shiprs ral} and the gunwales of the boats. l,lone of
these alds exlsted tn those days. The tlae spent at Scapa nas of innease value ln
enabllng us to learn boatsork and to practlce landtngs and the securing of a beach
perlmeter, and rre Here all confldent rhen order.s cane to sail.

As soon as we got out to sea there was qulte a blon and the shlp pttched a
good deal. I tras qulte deteralned not to succueb to seasiclsress trtrlc*r I felt sould
be hlghly unbecontug to an offlcer. Fortnnately f had no dlfficulty in nalntaintng ay
rreolutloru Bobbte Cox, an RAIIC Offtcer sith usr prescrlbed plenty of gfn and
An6ostura bltters, and certalnly hls reclpe proved a good (xre. Sone of the tren
honever erene very sorrrr for theuselveo and spirlte gere not nuctr heartened by the
sl6ht of a corpe floating past, nor the rapld departure of our escortln6 crulser,
HilS f{fi. after she had been hlt by a torpedo (xr our ftrst forenoon out fron Scapa.

Leave had been gitran Coouandtng Offlcers to te}I thelr offlcers the obJect of
the expedltlon lnnedlately after safltng. He sere accordtrgly gathered together and
learned that se sere to go ftrst to Freetosn and then occupy the French Hest Afrlcan
Port of Dalcar; and then secune the French battleshlp Rldlr-Heu hyfn6 thene tn
harbour. Frou then on uudr tlue sas spent studytng ,ntellrgence rcports, and the
plans and operatlon order:s rere evolved, I reneuber two pleces of tntelllgence ln
shldt Peter Picton-Phllllppe especialLy dellghted. Te HeFe ltkely to be oppoeed by
Frendt Senegalese troops, rho neputedly had not enttrely shaken off thelr
cannlballstic tendencles, osrd that llons and tlgers frou the Dakar Zoo uJght be let
looee at ust. I do not lsrotr lf the horlfytng alternatlves of being eaten by
caraivorotrs blpeds or quadrupeds $erE calcrrlated to lnsptre treaendous nitltary
ardour; but I reflected that the llberated anlnals were Just as Likely to turn and
rend their former keepers as the lnvaders; and that the French Colonla1 soldlers
ulght rell prove aore odoriferously attractlve and succrrlent than we.

Our passage to Freetorn passed slithout further adventures. Tests of Eleuentary
Tratnlng and sudr other actlvities as trene posslble contlnued, but out of regard for
the decks, the tren wene obliged to near soft shoes or unnalled boots. Thls was early
in the days of the war, when the prlde and folbles of the llasters of llerchant shlps
wer.e not to be entlrely disregarded.

The day folIowfug our arrlval ln Freetosn our Coupany landed and uarched to
Lunley - about flve nlleo array. After our Long lncarceratlon ln the shtp the Coupany
C,onrandsp felt that lt was necessary for us to do sone uarchtng and aake so[e
attenpt at acc[uatisatlon. In this he $6s of oounse rlght, but hls nethods erere
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soneHhat drastlc. For nany of us thls ras our flrst experlence of the tropics and
rhen re landed at ht6h noon the heat and snell sere lntense. He had been lectured
about the horror of fllness csntracted ln the tropicrs that I really feared that the
vlrus of sone ghastly dlsease lurked ln every tnhabitant who approactred us. Freetosn
sas not a happy ctrolce as a place of introductlon to the Brltlsh Enpire. l8 years
later I revlslted lt and tt rras Ltttle changed except to appear rather dlrtier,
smelller and nore degenerate than before.

In rfiShttng order' nith annunltlon and weapons, whlch lncluded Bren guns and
tripods' aortars and bombs, and that useless lncunbus the Boys antl-tank rlfle, He
nerdted out to Lunley beactr where those who slshed to bathed. I had a pretty shrewd
ldea of the dangers of a tropical sun on a ret, unaccllmatlsed European skin and
refrained fron dotng so. Our narch back to Freetosn rras even hotter than the outsrard
Journey and the heat, strikJng up fron the tared roads, attacked bare knees
eopeclally the backs of theo - rith trenerdous force. But despite the heavy loads
only one nan feII out, and he, carryfn6 a nortar, dtd not do so unt{L he fel[,
Ll.terally collapslng in hls traclcs.

I have often been surprlsed conslderlng the vast arurual expenditure ori
servlce naterlal at the poor quality of clothtng provlded and lts frequent
unsultablllty. The days of harsh soollen undernear rene Just passlng, but on thls
troptcal expedltton our ten rore tssue socts, aborre theu hose tops rhtch stretctred
froo ankle to knee, abone theu fuIL lenSth serge puftees, so they had on their legs
three thlcknesses of rool, arl of the coarsest and harshest qualtty.

Shortly before we salled the @ sas order to detatl one Coupany to cone under
coDrand lst BattalLon Rltl, coananded by Lt Col G E Ullduan-Lushington, ln the EttrJck
C Coupany, proalnent aa ever, $asi selected. A certain anount or warshlp procedure and
routine has been Introduced lnto the Koyq but thls ras nothtng coepared to what
1st Bn had done ln the &trtdc, As He caDe over the slde, there ras a couplete
Sangt{Ey staff' an offlcer' bug}er, corporal of the tarigtny and uessen6ers. The watctr
ras re6u1arly dranged and bugle calls blEred orrer the loudspeakers. ft sas aI[ very
rpussers' and' I thought, very lnpresslrrc and efflclent. The EttrJ*, 6 P t O slrfp, ras
a gd dal laryen than the KanSm and, tn additlon to the lst Bn, she acconuodated
the Brlgade HQ staff and varlous attactred anclllary nnlts.

$e rere cordtally recelved on board, but Peter PtctorPhllllpps had the Conpany
splrlt so strong that he wlshed us to have a separate table. hk, I thought, was
carryfng 1t too far and whea Evelyn Haugh, Headley and one or tro other 1st Bn
offlcers ktndly asked ne to Joln then for dlnner, I gladly accepted.

Ihl1e tre rrene ln Freetour HlfS .&vors'rlre arrlved and a crord of her nldshlpnen
descended on uEi llke a cloud of locusts to act an boEt officers for the lEndln5
craft. Tro of then renalned trlth us for nonths and were very conpetent at handltng
the LCAs and LClts. It sas a plty rrc dld not know then shat the future held for us
and taken the opportuntty to learn sonethln6 about the landing craft frou these
hl$hly coapetent young ren. Here I net for the ftrst ttue Bobbie Parks-Suith, Tony
Ptgot, the Brtgade Slgnals Offlcer, and l{aJor Bertte Bass sho was OCRl,t of }Il,{S
Aevsldrln?.

At last tre sailed for our rendezvous sonesrhere off Bathur:st. Qulte a large
proportlon of Brltaln's naval uight rr6s included tn thts.expedltlon and the forces
conslsted of Hlls furhaa tflagshlp of vice Adnlral J H D cururinghau), Resrl,Iutlon, Ark
Royal, ftsondrlre, CuolfuTand and rfu.rstralJa, a1on6 slth stx deetroyers, transports and
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store shlp6. ThlS great aruada steaued northward. Itren dasn broke on I Day the sea
Has an oily caln He were all on deck early raitlng fon the code rord that rould put
one of three alternatlve plans lnto actlon and rere thrllled by the arrlval of Hl{S

Sheffteld She had been delayed and w6s steerning dorm frou the north on an oppoolte
courte from us, and, rlth her battle enslgns f1ytn6, she ras a nost lnpreselve and

insplring sight.

1 srtll not recapltallse the story of this unfortunate expedltlon shich has
already been discussed and descrlbed aI[ too frequently. It ls enough to say that the
boat beartng an envoy and flyir4g a flag of truce and Trlcolour, ras flred upon; the
aircraft florn off fron Arlc RoSml nas allosed to land and then tapounded; a rarnlng
shot flred from one of the warships landed in Dakar hospltal; and Hl'I$ rtesolutJsr
recelved a hlt frou a tor@o. The s16na1 to slthdrar Bas nade, and as sre steamed
disconsolately southward, we Hene sunJected to spasaodlc bonbtng. Thus aEaln the
question, ever recurrent in history, rUhat sould have happened 1f....?' reaalns
unanswered.

In trery poor splrlts tre returned to Freetosn and reJoined tlte Kanya f,er,olutlrl
ffulped ,n and reaained ln harbour for aonths. He learaed that the Royal l,tarlnes
Brtgade ras agaln to be dlvlded lnto ttro Brigades, oae shidr Brlg St Cl"alr ltlorford
contlnued to command conslsted of 1st and 5th Battallons salled for Glbraltar tn the
Ettrtdc and ffaran.fre the othen conpoeed of 2nd and 3rd Battaltons noved tnto Luuley
C,aEp, each battalion leaving one rlfle conpany and eleuents of 1ts [Q Conpany ln the
strtps .trenya and frhJes*i Brlg Robtn Caapbell resuned connand of thls Brigade and
accoopanled by hls Brtgade lriaJor fletr out fron England.

At that ttue great inportanoe rari attached to the rearlng of sun helnets. As
the Brl6adier and hls Bll had to fly over neutral terltonies they had been instructed
to sear platn clothes and on arlval the BIII dlscovered that hls heloet had not been
packed. Tlth laudable lntentlon to conforalng to the regulatlons, he bought a Bonbay
bosler tn the bazaar, and thus equfpped reportd to hls Brl6adier. Brig Canpbell, rho
never by any chance Hore 6 helnet hl.uself, returned the salute, and looking at the
enoraous flgure in front of hi.u sald t/ery nice Juobo. l{ow put the hat on the rtght
ray round.t

The camp at Lualey tras not a good one. It ras rlght on the sea shore and had
recently been cpndenned as nnflt for natlve troops. At that tlne very llttle ras
lcnomr about antl-oalartal prophylacticr, and although the anti-ualarlal dlsclpline of
the unit rras very good, .and re contlnually swallored pllls, sueared ourselves wlth
evtl snelllng olntuents and draped our=elrres ln velIs, the easualty rate ras very
high. Just before Chrlstaas, when se had our spell ln the shlp, we trere ln strength
exactly half the estabtlshment.

Although re rere several nqrths tn Freetonn, day succeeded day slth such
unerdtng monotony that very fetr lncidents stand out ln neuory. Our exerclses, shi.ch
were frequent, almost always took the same foru. A landlr$ fron the shlps follored
by an assault on Tilberforce Hill, gallantly defended against us by 4 Bn Essex
Re5laent. The one gpod thfng rr6s that, as we Here alrays obllged to operate over the
sanae terain, there berns none other available, it nas not very dlfficult. Ttrer.e Here
of course pleasant lnterludes. DinrnS ln r?esolutJon wlth Tony Baoford, Sunday evenlng
clnenato6raph shors in the Edlnbwyh Castle, an excellent dance glven by the 3rd

. Battalton ln the fubteskl, convivlal evenings and slng-songs tn the shlpe and in ceEp,
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debatm and qulz c,onpetltlons deslgned to keep the nen anused and lnterested. Even a
service lecture could be enllvened by playlng noughts and crosses for half a crp$p.

For ne the hlghll8ht of this period was nens of the birth of our son shlch
readted De cf,r 19th Decenber abard Kanya. I sent lnto the saloon and lnvlted
everyone to Jotn ne ln rwettlng the baby's head'. I reaenb,er Re6g1e page.s klnd words
tn drfnkfng Ey son's health trhen he added 'and aay he ride a l{ational wlnner..
Someone else enqurred lf he had uade his entry into this sorld wlth a bottle of gin
ln one hand and a hunting whip in the other.

One duty. ne had to perfor'u for the flrst tLue sas the censorlng of letters. I
understand that in sone reSlaents, elaborate arrangenents were made to ensure that
the oen's letters were not censored by their own Coupany offlcer,:s. It ras not so with
lrEi. A suggestlon that conftdeace rould be abused or that letters rould be used as
vehlcles for the lnproper ventllatlon of grlevances qrould have been repugnant to us
and ln utter conflict slth the relatlonship rhich existed betseen offlcens and uen.
Doubltless the hlgh quallty of our uen and the exanples and precepts of the Senlor
llC0s sere largely responslble, but I hardly ever had to crrt anything out, nor dld the
letters reveal a dnracter and nake up uuch dlfferent frou rhat rre had already
assessed.

Eventually lt transptred that ne tn Freetoonr and the other RI{ Battalion tn
Gfbraltar' had been held ln readiness for varlous enpedltlons $hlch never developed.
No upntslngs occrrrred ,n conntrles we Hene ltctrln6 to supprerxi, no violatlons of
neutrallty raa conteoplated by the sreDy tn 6ny country shere they could be
foreatalled by us. 5o re *ere to return to England and ln a very fer days XanSm and
-SobJese{, esconted by Hl,lS Dtfrredltn satLed for houe. I Uttle thou6ht as 19e looked back
on Freetosnr that tt would be ny fate to return there etghteen years later, and in
very dlfferent clrcunstances.

As the shlpe hEd been rslttlng on the ullk tlnsf for uany nonths, they rere very
foul etth rrind, tlde and slope' to help us aake only about I lrrots. It sas therefore
decLded we should go tnto dry dock In Gibraltar. After Freetown atuost anywhene in
the rorld trould have been agreeable, but the prospect of Gibraltar slth its ctraras
and pleasunesr and splendid assoclatlon ras thrlllrnS tndeed - especlally to one 1rho
t 6€t as htstorlcally and rouanttcally dnded as I. Glbraltar, the tSrfJn fortreosr,
syubol of Brltain's porrer and greatne€is, so proud a battle honour as to be the only
one borae by Royal lrlarlnee on their Colours and appolntuents; here indeed r.as 6
shrlne of glory and tradltlon. Glbraltar dld afford dellghts to aIL The caseaates and
forttflcatlons of the Roclq Alaaelda, Algeciras Bay, the Barbary apes and a distant
vlew of the hrrr froa phlctr the Queen of Spain had once voned ln valn that she sould
not uove untll the Engltsh had beea drlven fron the Roclq srer-e there for ultltary
student and htstorian; good hotels and restaurants and nell-stocked shopo for the
sybarltes and thoee sith thoughts of curlous preeents for .sweethearts and Hlve6r,
even ex@ltlons to La Llnea and forbidden Spain for those sufficlently lnterested
and enterprlsing.
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RECRUITING I.JAS DIFFERENT IN THOSE DAYS

I.IOODEN Ir{ARIilES

Extract from a Journal dated lOth Deceaber 1831

'A Corporal and a Drummer of the Royal liarlnes, on the recruitlng servlce at ltrenley'

applied to the lriaglstrates to punlsh a Dan they had the day before stlisted' but' uPon

inspectlon, turned out to have a nooden 1e6. It appeared the Corporal sUpped the anllstinS
shilting tnto his hand upon the nsual expression of rfree, able ar-rd wlllingr, and rrhtch sas
soon oonverted tnto three pots of fourperury, and a6 s(xln consrrned by the recrult end his
officers, and upon the rord of conmand to uarch, the trant of a ItDb 6rr necessqrY to
perforu thts part of the duty becane obvlous. The llagtstrates recounsrded thcr in future
to drlrl the recnrlts before partlng wtth Hts lrlaJesty's aoney. But the Druager lnststed
that thts nan ought to be pnntshed to deter othere, and to prevent not only Hts ltaJesty's
offlcers, but Hls llaJesty hLnself, as represurted by thern, fron berng faughed at. The

ldagistrates, not appretrendtng the latten dlsnlssed the case.'

TI{E BIRTTINGHAI{ APPROACH

In 1771, ure Sergeant Galbet sas sent recruittng to Blrninghaa for the Roya1 llarlnee.
Thls L6 tlre advertlsenent shtch notlfied hls actlvltlesl

fuly 22, l77L - 'He That Horks Hard Is Sure To Be Poor'
rAfter Six Days Hard Labour Comes Sunday - You Rest"

And no sooner peep€ t{onday but ,/ou ane quite shy of Cash. Therefore to nake Llfe
easlr and ftll ,tour Pockets stth l[oneyr Sergeant Galbet s{11 learn any younS lan a

Professlqr (trlthout fee or resrard) by whictr the Learnen $111 be sure to earn a Guinea and
a Crurn the very ftrst hour. He 1111 also lntroduce you to [Its ]laJesty's Ftrst DlylsLsr of
llarlnes, shtdr ls alrays qrrartered at Cbath.n, only thtrty niles fron Londql to wttldt
place Pleasure Boats carry passeri6ens for slxpence eadr. Hen you arlve at Chathaar you
are i.aaediately provided slth Cloaths, free Quarterrs tn the hrbUrHouse, $here you rlrl be
sure to neet wlth l,lerry Fellotrs, a kind L^andlady, and a rousing Fire: do nothfng but on a
flne day dance to the softest l,Iuslc, feed oo Daintles, drlnk the best Llquors and Play at
'Hhy ron't you' rlth the prettiest Glrls, saylng thathan for Ecer' and

rcod Save The Kingi
il& I{e teadres no lliTttla nerl or Apprcntfie,

OUTSTre IN RECRUTTS _ 1927

A rcautt, Charles W frvn ftaeret, has glvut tlre flrst Quartetuaster cause fr
o.udt brzln fag and frsnnJa. ,{e ta*es l3s ln futs. Evwtl effot* el.as pade to fJt hln, and
a71 extstfutg sfocks of bots and s*rrc vwe trled. The llreten Slnenakq evetfiuaUly flted
hla by usfng: the aaotmt a Testhen rqu*d for tvo patrc to r,dce one, lhe next pr:urblel Js,
shat abut Crrn Shre? At pnasent he Js ueg.rlag boots far P,fr.T., but the staff are
exgtnantfiry utth sofed and h*ld 'Ptrs*rs $cks'.
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I'IARINE RECRUITIN6 -IRISH gTYLE

Extract froa a Thesls on lrish falls

Neuertheless the $overnment dld not fcrrbld the practlce for as a source of

recrultnent 1t was too attractive to be disowned. A letter from a marine

lieutenant to the secretary of war descrlbed the usual method then employed:

,Belng 1n this kingdom on recruiting servlce for the marine corP6, hearing

that a number of men were conflned ln Armagh gaol where I foun,l nany of

the prisoners inclined to enlist ln the rnarine corPs if leave could be

obtalned. Have taken the liberty of enclosing a }lst of those who gave me

their names, lf permlsslon 1s granted many more wt11 go'

The advantages to be derlved by those poor deluded men being permitted to
enlist in the roarine corPs are obvious.

(1 ) Relleve the klngdon of an expendlture of provlslons fron whence

there is no return.

(2) They w111 be embarked lnmedlately

(3) Belng eroployed flghtln6 for king and country of course as fu1I

members of soclety. Whereas 1f pernltted to enlist in any other corPs

they may remaln sometlne in the country and w111 not be renedled. If
allowed to go wlth ne I propose raarchlng them dlrect to the tender

at Dublln.r'

The officers, Ilst courprised 15 nanes; three were due to be hanged the

followlng week; slx had been resplted untl} further orders; one h,as under rule
of transportatlon; and five were to be conflned for three years.

I ld Buchan to tl Elllot, 16 June 1796, P,R,O,L, CaL, O,P, carton 508/17 doc. 20,

In fune 1799 the prlsoners ln Dundaik gaal petltloned the gevernaent to renove
tr,ro of thelr number who had recelved pardon on enllslting, and vho had since
reaalned ln the gaoJ terrortztng the other prisoners'

Suboitted by Janes O lttcDonald ltlBE, !lSc, FSCA' JP
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HFIS RBEERTSON The 0n I y Pho torTraph

A search of Corps Museum and the Imperial War Museum photographic
libraries prod.uced no illustrations for the HMS ROBERTSON article
in the rast issue so onry maps were used. since then however
coroner w s North has kindly loaned a group photograph of the
officers during his period as rCaptain' of this RN Establishment,
which is reproduced here. (Uajor S llamilton RM was the rCommanderr)

{/,,<* }}rry: ; Lts, *. lisuse, B, Ii. O*rnirvell, J. F. Nesli*$, N. *. Ul.rf*, I rc. f,*a*, i,, X.r*Lrr"i", C*}tn, &, Biel, J. Ii:, Scett.
?'iirti Jiu*.' Iris. lY. Jl.-$ft1"p**!, $^ ,l}, g{en", s. fl. Ferkius, J. H, cmkex, a, r!. .}. }.estdr, tl&}i. }', s, trIurran, r,i. A". Fur}{:h&nl,

C&p*. Ii" S. $'i$hrir, lt, N. J, f*Sei,

Lt. }l. {). Browe. {ls}}t. &. W" Nl"drt, li. C. C. St(\r.&rt. Cafr.-Sl r.. h*srcr.
. i'rthtr ifr*r," tses$, !.&..l-:t1.. Il. Bo$s'cti, c&pt. Ii. J, Sh$r$r L*, Tf, i{, Oilm, Carrt. A" J. Hows.i, *lt} L. s, It&pp, Xsjor S. flsmilioa,

t!-{ili: w: $. Nort}r, }t*iar M. M. Johumn, Lt. {r:i) -8. u. weiris, iJii a. A. Tl$sley, smg. i,t. ($i lt tt. *i'il, t!,"{}:) $..L. &reetr.

At the presentation of the shiPs white ensign on 11 August L946
at St Clements Church in Sandwich the ensign was carried by Lieut
Stacey RM (not on the photograph) escorted by two RM Sergeants
and two Petty Officers; it ldas then handed over to Lt, CoI W S

North who presented the ensign to Lhe Rev A R Ferguson (former
chaplain to HMS ROBERTSON who became vicar of this and St Maryrs
churches which were both used by men from the canp) . The Mayor
(Alderman Burch) and Mayoress were in attendance with Captains
B J Shaw and A Punchard RI"l, and S/Lt(S) Thompson RNVR.

Lt McLellan RM who was mentioned in the Press report as the officer
in charge of the Jungle Training Course (referred to in the main
article) is not in this group photograph either.
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ED
Pensiono$, figfglflarine f,rtillery

BRITISH GllLUilBII
UNDER TEE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT.

Peasioaen voluoteering for setyiee ag above muqt bav beea discharg€d Eitb charactcr oot iuferior to Bood. Eult
bc uuuertied. sot above 46 yeera of age. iu good healtb' uot lece thau 6ft. 6-iua. iu beigbt. aud 34 ise. rould tU6 cUCsi.

Tbey will be required to pasq a Egdical eramiua-ti^ou iu England : tbose selected will be conveyed to Cruade free ol
erDcued end ou errival there, eBlisted for a period of 3 yeara.

Tlc Cauedian Govetnmeut do uot uadeltake to provido meu witb free pasaageq bact to Eugle,ud at 3be taaiaatibs
of tbeir eugagoEoetrt as it is erpected they sill becoae perua[ort eettlers iu the Douinion.

The pensioas of men who are accepted for thie gerwice will be paid in CEaada.
Pay. etc., rrill be as follows:-

ffi
NT

1 Bbaviag Bmab.

Apply, sith Certi-flcates of service, to
Colonel Commaudant,

Eastney Baraoks,
PORTgMOIIIEI.

PAY. . FREE KIT
l Clotb Tuaic.
I Berge
1 Forage Cap.
l Winter .,

2 Orey Bbirts.
t Cottoa Sbirt.
2 Enitted Shirts.
1 Cloth Brlah.
1 Buttpo Brlsh. I Comb.
1 Peir thoe Brushea. Il Torrels.

ON JOINING.
I Pair Clotb Trouserr.
I ,, Beltse
1 ,, Boots.
l., Uitts.

1 Eold-cll.
Fork and tnife. 1 Spoage.
Bpoou. 2 Paira gockt'
Razor End Caae. 2 Paira Draserr.

t Pair Brrcer.
1 Bor Blacliss.

8tefi ter8erata
Sergeaata

Corporalr
Borabrdiera

Dol. 1.0O per dey.
. o.80

0.70
. 0.60

Buglers luader 18 ycere of age. 3Oc.] 0.40

Gusaerc O.4O

IN ADDTTION

EBEE BATIONS.
1 lb. bread. I lb. oeat. 1 lb. potatoes.2 ozs. obeeee, 1 oz.

pot berley, oz. coffee. I oz. toa,2 ozst. 6ugar, I oz. salt, i oz.
pepper: elso fuel. light, barrack accoumodation, aud
oedical attendrBce.

Good Coaduet pay lor Boubardiers aad OuBrtorr at rate
of 2 ceats per day for irat year's serrice, 3 ceuta per day
for secosd. esd 4 ceuta Der dry for tbir{' to bc aaid et
teruioatioq o( eugageaent ; aod oD ro'eDtatcment for
tbree yeara,6, B, rnd ? ceutc per dey lor each succe!.ive
ycrr.

1 [ufBer.
Aud thereafter e sioilar isaue oauuolly, riuter crp. mitt*
aud nufr,er u,,1,ttd, with badges, &c.. eccording to naL.

Au anuual allowauce. after frat year'r eerv'ice, of thrce
dollerg will be grauted to each soldier to euable him to Leca
uD bia urinter kit, includiug booto.

ALSO ISSUE OF

REGIMENTAL NECESSARIES.
FREE ON JOINING.

To be kept in aerviceable order et tbe eoldier'g orDoulo
during hia rrbole period ol service' viz.:-

1 Button Stick.
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Spec ial PubI ication No l?

TT,RIGHT DSt'|, . l{.9r,1THE I.tEI'IOIRS OF SERGEANT HARRY

Zeebrugge and Af ter

The latest Speclal Publlcatlon, produced by the Royal Marlnes Htstorical. Soclety' ls of

conslderable Royal Marines slgnificance. SBt Harry tlright was a volunteer for the 4th

Battallon and he led i0 Platoon of Plymouth Cornpany ashore on the ZeebruSga MoIe aftar
his platoon comnander had been kllled. Becauee Vlndtctlve's slren had been Put out of
action, the order to retire was not passed to hls grouP and the shlp salled wlthout then'

One officer, two SNCOs, t JNCO and 1O marlnes were captured by the Germans.

During his ei6ht months ln captlvity Sgt llrlght kept extensive shorthand notes shich

he subsequently transcrlbed in longhand ln three exerclse books. Theee are among the RM

Museun,s prlze orlglnal documents. After a fasclnatlng account of a SNCO'6 view of the

tralnlng and landlng for the Zeebrugge raid, hlright sras moved slx tlues, finl.shlnE up ln
the notorlous Brandenberg Carnp near Ber1ln. He was a educated.nan, partlcularly observant

and has a flne turn of phrase. These memolrs fully illustrate the pllght of Brltish
prlsoners of war 1n the latter days of World Har One, when Gernan morale wa6 at lts
Iouest and food, even for thenselvee, wa6 1n desperately short supply. For nuch of the

tlne the prtsoners exlsted on two bowle of soup a day and one sl1ce of black bread. Red

Crose food parcels and lettere from hone were scarce.

Anongst Harry ldrlght's recollectlons were "those of prlson vlslts by Belglen nun6l

thoughts of escapes, nunerous lnterogatlons, railway Journeys between caDPS, slckness in
the camps end even wltnesslng a }arge German ullltary parade after the war had ended.

His style makes excellent reading, and though humour ls not one of hls strong polnts,

there wa€ litt1e to laugh about in those 6rfuo days. His efforts to keep up hls Royal

Harines dlsclpline and bearlng are uost noteworthy.

This ls a larger than usual Speclal Publication at 80 pages and lncludes one map and

a dozen photographs, but at f3 (+ 50p p & p) offers a fasclnatlng lnsi6ht into a

prevlously unrecorded part of Royal Marlnes hlstory. These are obtatnable from MaJor Jeff
Beadle (addrese lnslde front cover).

The fuII Ilst of Special Publlcatlons published by the Society:

SPl Tiatl and FateueTT' - Royal ltlartnes and the furtsaouth area
trz Exttacts frza 'Royal ltlarlnes r?ecrerds' Pt I 1755-1792
tr3. The Royal l{arines and the tukyards 1755-1919
trl Extracts fr:oo 'Royai l{arlnes rtecardst Ft 2 1793-1836
tr5 Ertracts frcd 'Royal ltlartnes r$ecords' Pt 3 1837-t911
^S5 The Ghret of a Gertey'zl and the Rl{ Offlerc of 1911
5P7 *te Tla,e ifadne - A futnerlc's Tale
tr8 11 Cndererldent) Canaando Rlttr- Kotea 195b52
SH) Royal llartn* In E st De;vurt L5tdptme t 0aldttd, Caap)
trlO E:@tttut to SJberJa - 19rg
5P11 ilarln* af the Flrst Flat Gustrultan BlrutJsnlal)

llany of thase publirations are still available and may be obtarned from ilajar J C BEa'1le llEE, t'tc
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