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RET.TINISCEHCES AF A b'ARTII"IE OFFICER
By l{aJor PatrLck Ennor &MIS)

PART I V

fhlle I nas at hore I sonehow heard a ruuour that the Battaltst tras on

the love. I got lltchael Previtd's brotherin-lau, Irlal V D Tholas to core and

hane lunch rlth re, and extracted frol hln the tnfornatlon that the Battallon
had gone tn HltS M.c* and Hlf5 CIlrsSuF as the lnfantry elenent of a force,
colrErded by C.olonel Sturgee and bearfng his naae, to occupy Ice1and. Xksfn$
thls really rros a dtsappotntnent - and stlll contlnues to be one. The follotring
day ny klt, rrtrlch I had of couree left tn ny tent at Bleleyr was dellvered by

Carter Pattenson at ny house tarrlage Forward'. As I patd the ctrargee I felt
that these really dght haye been defrayed, ln advance, by the an breaker!

DurhS the occupatlon of lceland Rtchard Dartrall dlsttngulshed htrself ln
hts osn tntrttable tray. After the landlrg h€, a6 IntelliSence Offlcer' tras

santed; but he sas busy taking ptrotographs rfiictl rere suboequently publLshed

rlth sone €ucogss tn the Iltustrated London lless. There H6s (xle notor car for
the Force Co1rrgder * Rlcirsrd had taken lt. There ras enou6h hot sater for one

bath - Richard had lt.

Shortly afer the Batiallon returoed froa Iceland I nanaged to get the

docton to let re go back to Bisley. Here I dlsconered that Squire, ny l{OA' had

taken the opportunlty of ey ab6enoe, and the departurc of the forner storerar\
to sork hirself tnto that deslrable posttton. I sas therefore ESatn faced slth
ffndfng uyself a servant. I stttl persisted tn ry deteralnatlon to have a
Contlnuous Servlce ra[r shtctr Ha6 very foollah a$ there lrere excellent
tbetllttiee Only Den rho had been tn prlvate senrLce, footlsr tn noble

trogsetrol& and so forth avallable. lbryever I got hold of a pleasant and

a6reeable young nan naned Roblnson and all seened to be satlsfactory.

Scrcn after, the breakthrou6h of the Gerean arrles and the evacuation frot
Dtnklrk produced a very dlfferent atnoepherrs. Shortly before the ftnal
evacuation fron France there rere strong ru&ouns that our BrlSade was to be

sent over and put lnto the 1tne. Support nas lent to theee by the appearance in
ogr catp6 of l{ajor lloulton - then a GSO 2 at G}Q ln France - but unfortunately
thts proposa\ lf ,.t ever existed, dld not naterlallse. There rras talk of
tratntng tn bootsonk and the shole of the Brlgade gotng at nlght, by nardt
route, to Eastney fon the purpce.

Honeven se $ene not to reaaln long at Bis1ey, and tosarda the end of fure
1940 $e be6an that serles of abortive, and seui-abortlne, enbarkations and

expedlttone that sene to contlnue fon the next ttrree y'ear6. Se sent ftrst to
Penbroke tn South Talee. g6rlst the lain body rent by traln, I and ny transport

Jofned up rlth llo6s Flnnes and the 3rd Battlalon vehicles to uake the Journey

by road. After seelng the Battalion uarch out, I presunably handed over the carp

to eore authorlty, but I have no clear recollectlon of dotng so. I do rrenenber

naktng a flnal tour of the canp, and tn a store tent shidt contained the stras
for the palltassee, ftndlng an old, old Lan tn an ardralc unifora sttting
placidly on a bale of straw. Hhen I asked hLn trho he rae and rhy tre had not

left stth the unltn he replted 'Sir, I an the Quarternasterts striker, and I
alrays travel on the transport.' So se had to ftnd a place for hln on one of
our treavlly laden vehlcles. Ie serrt by vay of Bagshot and Ascot and ftnally
blvouacked f,or the ntght ln one of the beautlful f,otsrold vllloges. The

coqntryelde brought back nenories of hay harnests of years Sone by ard I
sondened lf I sould ever aere theu agaln.
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He finally readrcd Pembroke next day to see our Battallon flag flylng over
the hlstonlc keep of Peubroke Castle, nhere lkry of Rtdrnond hsd been bonn. Te
rere not 1o1l5 there before we rene orderd to eabark in the Quean Eraa at
Penbroke Dock. She had not loqg ffnished her reflt and though ttre officera re
ttene acconaodated rell enough the Eeas decks trere yery crosded and
unconfortable. The vell of 6ecrec)r sras riecurely drawn at the ttue. I have since
learned that we sere standi:g by for a possible occupatlon of Southern lrelond,
had there been sLgne that the eneny conteuplated sin{Iar actlon. Afts sore
days we disenbarked and returned to our blllets fu Penbroke. Ue did a great
deal of tralnlng and re5ularly narctred out to places along the coast to practise
coastal defence poeltturs and llvlng ln blvouace. Thi6 nas not an ltea that had
ffsured ln our tratnlrg curlculun, and not lt seemed tn Robinson's. lly blvouac
r.a6 gelrerally the least sesune and uoet unconfortable in the Conpany. The ftrct
night rrc practised this a hosltng trlnd and heavy rain developed. t\ray rent the
furze bush, away rent the poon ltttle stone€ and slates trlth wtrich I had trled
to securt ny grornd sheet coverlng, and away went aoet of ny aartlal ardour. I
spstt aoot of the nt6ht slttirg up agalnst a rock dra@ ln a sodden blanket,
holdinS by gnoundsheet above De on uy nalktrg stlck in poor iritatton of an
unbrella. The roar of the petrol coolcers ln the early aoraing as the tea raktng
began, was one of the noet welcoue eounds I had ever heard.

Froa Peubroke tre noved to South Devon. Peter Plcton Phtlltpps had, I
suppocq gone ln coanand ofthe advance party as I took the C.olpany, not rlth
the whole battalion, but in a separate train. fle ftrst went to a really dreadful
translt caap on the outsklrts of Plynouth. The Canp Conaandant tras 6n
offensLve, blbulous old Quarteruaster sort of person, but tno trords and one look
fron our C.oleandtng Offlcer served to ualce hln revlse hls r*ords veny rapidly.
Be serenrt there for very 1on5 befone se noved to a nuch uore pleasant place, a
tstted canp ln the park at Flete. As sas often the case re had undertaken to
erect our own caupr and shlle thls ras befns done the advance party wao lodged
ln the vast ad splendld stables of Flete House, near l{odbury. Our Coarandfng
Offlcer great charn and affabtlity of Eatuler and rherever re rent
these helped very natertally tn establfshfns cordial relatlons slth the people
*ho'se houses and donains we lnvaded. Lord t{tldnay hlnself nade us very welcone
and took a keen lnterest ln our actlvlties.

Shtle hre trene still at Penbroke lt had been decided to or6anise a oour:Eie

for candldates for pronotlon fron lrlarine to Corporal. Roblnson $as txr the list
of candldates and obvlously lt nould have been wrong to stand tn hls tray. So
trhen tre arlved at Flete off he went and at Inst I dld nhat I should have done
long before - asked the Conpany Sergeant lrlaJor to ftnd Ee E Ban. As a reeult
l,larlne J B Sign eventuated. S1$r sasi a regular little London 6parr.on; he ras
snart, very alert ad a very good soldler. As he had never done thts sort of Job
before he came to ne tllthout any preconcelved ldeas and eo dldn't have nudr
dtfficulty ln falltng tn rlth Dy rra)rs.. As By nife says of Sign and othens
'Thelr secret of success nas that they knen how to handle you, glvlrr5 great
attentlon to the thtrgs you fuss about, not rorytng too nuch about the other
Lteus.r 5l6n's father had been a Petty Offlcer in the Royal l{avy tn Horld Yar 1

and he htaself rorked in peace tine tn the Pont of London Authorlty and I
suPPose lt sas these tenuous bonds *tth the sea that had attracted hta to the
llarines. Fror August 19+O utll the end of the war, SfSn relained wlth De
frequently in deflance of re6ulattons. He gave lne the loyal and efficient
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sertllct and sas a frlend of us all. l{y son learned to say r$gn. before he c.ould
say 'Fatherr.

Ihlle we qr'ene at Flete tre had a coaetal defence role at yealapton, I thlnk
fon sre colpany. Due to Peter Phllllpper zeal and eoergy thls seeled to be our
corpany fon rost of the tlae, and re used to epend days and nlghts gazlng outto eea throu8h the llst and haze shlle the others tnduLged tn a ftnal flins
arongst the flesh pots of Plylouttr" Alrays buslly practlstng the arts of rar,
Feter eetabllshed a cornand poot a6 rrell as his battle le and darted nadly
betseen the tno. I ras establl"shed slth one platoon at ttre battle le - an
elPty vll]a - and was suppoeed to ualntain contact rrlth the nert platoon about
tro rlles to ny left. I nanaged to get hold of a horee naned ollver fror the
local dealer to carry De on these pl$rrrages. Uhsr Oltrrer was not required for
tuedlate duty he had to llve in a saall yard outside the kltdren ond generally
had hls head lnslde the throu6h the slndon, collecting noet unsuttable tltbits.
Our BnlSadter, Robtn Carpbelt" coltng to vislt, expressd hlrself aG rather
dlseatlsfled wlth the hy6lene of the ar.rangeaent, and su66ested that I ehould
u8e a loton btcycle. [h allqed that he hhself dld so and that motor blcycllng
t,aa a neccesary accoapllshaent for all offlcere. It nas (xle dtich I never
acqulred.

At thls stage our ontglnal four Battatton Brigade had been divtded lnto
tro BnlSades - one constettng of the lst and 5th RII Battallons, betng cuuanded
by Brlgadlen St Cl,atr I'torford, and the other, conpnistng Znd Erd 3rd Rl'I
Battaltonsr by Bntgadler Canpbell Hhen the latter assrrned coiliand, it $a6
aran8ed that he should inspect the battallon on parade and then have lunctreon
slth us. Shortry before the parade, raln began to fall and ordere rere glven for
capec to be r'onr over ff$htfns order, Feter Picton Phlllpps rho habltually took
not the the sllghteet lnterest ln lattera of dressr chose this occaslon to
rum8Se tn the neceGses of hts terory and discover that, for offlcers to
conforn to thts lnstructlon, they should traar lacklntoehes, under their treb
equlprent. One of the 'advantagesr of the hrer hproved. equlplent nas that tt
took about ttdce as lurg to adjust as the old, Ertd tt ras clear that, as Ey
equtprent has been fltted for rear over Ey battledreas too, it nould certainly
not acconnodate a uacklntooh a6 relL I therefore dectded to leave off the
battledness Jacket entlrely and proceeded! cool and coufortable, and rith Ef
equiprent fttttrg nlcely, to parade. The offlcere of the other coapanles uene
wearfn6 caPe€. The Battallon had not long beeri forned up shen - gtth thetyplal penterelty of the En6rrsh clirate - out case the sirn, ard out cane the
order 'Off CaPeet. The other offlcers of our Conpany had ftrst to rerove thelr
equl'plent, then thelr aacklntoehes, and then resune their equipaent; but they
sere better placed than I. For ue it ras a case of aacklntosh or shlrt sleeves.
The dlscarded nacklntoehea and capes rere collected and carrled array, but still
I could not draw anyone's attentlsr to ny pllght. I felt that on a Battallon
parade I could hardly, schoolboy fasirlon, hold up Ey hand rhlch ntght arougle
qulte tlrc wrang assoclatlon and interpnetatlon, as ny antlcrs eventually dld. I
trted rprovlngr cavalry fashlon; no result. I trled to nove over to peter or the
AdJutant; thls ras notlced and the Second ln Coanand sas ordered .Dnees the llne
of Offtcerrs a8aln'. Flnally Dlck Snalley cane over to dlscover the cause of ry
aSttatton; tre and the Cosrarrdtng offlcer could hardly conceal thetr anusement,
and Dlck cane bac* to say rYou are to reaaln as ,rou are - in your lacklntoshr.
Aftersards tn the liess I nas called over to relate the ntrole eplsode to the
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Brtgadier nyself and lt provlded an anuslnS opentng Saabit for a very
succeasful luncheon..

After ue had been at Flete about a nonth t e trere isstrcd with troplcal kitn
glven enbarkatlon leaver, 6nd lt nas clear that we sould soon be off. Eventually
ordens cane that se Here to So by train to Liverpool and eubark tn 55 Ifenya. At

frrst tt was thought that lt rould be the 'Possesslonsr Class crulser of that
na[e, but our shlp pnoved to be a B t I llner whtch had been enpr€66ed as

transport. The Company under Peter ras enployed in loading the baSSage and

stores at Ivybrldge Station so I attended the ftnal 'O' Group. At thts the
questlon of transportfus the Holseley pattern trhlte helaets arocie. Clearly they
could not be concealed, and there rra€r Just as nuch chance of a breach of
securlty frra caryirg then as rrearirg theu, 6tr to ny Ereat eatlsfaction' lt
rla6 dectded that helnets should be rrorn following the accepted pre-rrar
trooping procedure. I pereonally Haa alra5rs on the lookout for Gone Hay to
avold wearlng thoae dreadful ll-ttle t*raki sldecaps - ao frequently and

lncorrectly called forage cap€ - shlch had cone ,n a€i the accoapantaent for
battle dreos. Soae people I belleve have an affectlon for the coloured venat(xt'

and thls, rel1 cut and fitted, and potsed above a sultable cauntenance nay be

alrigtrt. l{y fulI Eocrn courtenance ls not sultable. These lt*}6kt capo seered to
ne to provlde a perfect lllustratfon of c]range for the sEI(e of dnnge.
Everythtng about the old arny $as bad, therefore anything dlfferent fron it
aust be good. l{aybe the sttff wired peaked cap rras askuard (a}thottgh tt had

been worn throughout the 191+-18 rar and under far nore difftcult conditions)
but the soft topped, stltched peaked cap, rhldr traEi torn In the Royal [arlnes,
and in the Bnlgade of Guards, could be packed Just as easily as the side cap' to
shlctr in every ottrer respect 1t ras far superlor. Hhy not thts pattern ? Th'e

side cape produced by the clothlng cootractors nere of the shoddleat naterlal,
skinped and aboolnably cut. If a nan turned hls head and eyes snartly the cap
feII off; if the trlnd b1es, the cap bleu off. If a uan bent dotm during treapon

training or working on a vehlcle or on fatiguear the cap fel1 to the grourd; tf
the trearer tried to save lt, fi.equently wlth olly hands, the o11 nas transferred
to the cap, rhldr even trhen tn posttton afforded no protectlon agalnst ratn or
sun, f have no 6reat love for the beret, but tt is a vast inpnoverent on the
slde cap shlclr fortunately seeE€ to have gone forever.

I{e entralned late in the afternoon at Ivybridge. A flrst class coadt had

b€en provlded for the offlcers, but rre $erre not allosed to use thls, and

followed the prlnciple laid donn to travel in the sane coactr as the uen. fitis
Has unoorfortable for us and also added to ttre Een's dlscosfort as the twelve
trho had been dispoeessed by us had to eran lnto the other already crrulded
compartnents. Havlng, after the laanner of troop tralns, trundled thnoqgh the
nlght, ne arrived at a statlon ln some suburb of Liverpool durin5 the fonenoon.
I.Iere we detrained and set out to narch to the Docks. It was not very far and

the enthusiasn rre provoked was qulte renarkable. All the populace turned out to
stare, and the Een trere bonbanded by offertngs of fruit, s$eets and clSarettes

thls sas not very good for aarctr dleclptlne but it ras dlfflcult to refuse
sithout glvfng offence.

Peter Plcton Phlllipps ras always on the lookout to do his be€t for the
Conpany and had secured a sess deck right forrard in the eyee of the ship.
Although thls ras llable to be a pretty uncoafortable pLace lf there was any

sort of sea runnlng, he reckoned that thls defect sas offset by the fact that it
sould be cool ln hot weather and there was only the fo'c's'le deck and no other
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[vtn6 epac:e aborrc ours. The forard *elFdeck rould provlde a convenlent Pl'ac€

of parade. trlany of us, I thlnlq sere oneratred as rre stood ogr the Jetty rattir€
to enbark. A ahlp never loolc so large as rhen she LE alonSslde slth her stde6

tonerlng aboYe one.

our enbarkatlon sent vtry snoothly and rapldly and no doubt th''s $as

faclu.tated by the knogledSe and erperierrce of our offlcere and ren' Thls aade

the strole buslneos a Sood deal etrpler for the shlpta offlcere than tt uight

othendse have besr, aDd thus earty they foned a Sood oplnton of the battalton'

Hhen I rode ny way to the cabln whlch had been altotted to ne I could

tnrdlybe1:terreDye,'€6.Forthef,r6t,butnotthels6t'tlnetnnyServlce
caneer I felt th8t I nust be acttng 6s a super tn a ftb' or at least be in a

dr€ar. Ttrls could not be reality. lbre sa6 I, who ls,st nt6ht ha'd slept on the

floor of a thlrd clase rallway carrla5e, and for ntghts before that on a calp

bed on danp and sloptrS Sround under a tant, transported to the luxury of a

flrst class cabtn ln a llner. There gas a confortable bunk' a fttted basin' an

outboard scrrttle, adllrable bullt tn furalture' nulerous 115hts and a carpet on

the deck" Thts cruld not be reant for re. Irdeed whan srSn' aooonpanted by a

Goaneoe stward - who also seeled anxlous fon the prlvtle6e of rattlng uPon tre

- appeared, I told hll not'to unpack untll I aa& sure' llonever ry feare nere

Srourdlees ard tn due cture I nent up to ttre shlp's sloklnS roor where I for'nd

Gnevltably) Guttles ald hts offlcert, Settfu8 bgsy sith 'lan slze 8ln5' at

tuppence a tot.

I thfuik lt nust have besr olr our ftrst day tn the Kstff thst I encountered

an RI{\IR Offtcen sho ras to be the Dlvtstosral officer fon the naval ratin6e

forarrg the ALC boatsr cre$t. The ALC,s could ttreaselve be geen, nade fast ln a

netghborrln6 basln, prior to betrq holeted to the Kanya's davlts froa wtrlch the

llfeboats had been reaoved. Thts ras our flrst slght of the craft of rhlch se

had he6rd so rucfi fron Peter, and of drlctr he claioed to be the acaudreur' fire

naval offlcer proved to be Lleutenant Reggle Paget, son of l{aJor Guy Paget' to

rtrose rrlttngs I, ln conaon slth loet hr.nrtinS people, ras ruch attadred; and

thou6h Paget 6rd I drsagreed on alnost every Pofot, ele $ene unanlnous ln one

thfng - enthusLaea fon hls father.

Ttre 5tn had Jrrst be8un to steady ny equillbrlun rhen t e Her'e sulDoned to

lrrrdreorrarrdrysy.stelsufferedarrothershockorrfindinSthatrrewere
to aeaa as first class passeriffpr€ - but all for free!

se renalned aler6slde tn Ltverpool for eeveral dalsr long enough for a

story to develop that one of the lr[arlnes, leaning over the ra!l, had been halled

by a dockyard natey wlth Totcher Royal I knos where you're Soitts' You're off
to llakar.r In fact tre nent several othen placee on route, the first betn8 Scapa

Flos. For rany of us thls r,aa our flrst pnofeeslonal associatlon rlth the sea'

tndeed soqe of th€ nen had neyer even 6een tt before. ldy o$n sergotnS

activltiee had beeo reetrlcted to o)e crcr€€i ctrannel trlp, and one yachtlng

or@ttlon rtth ey uncle, on r,hich l h8d been so dreadfully sea-slck that I had

been srt lgnorinlously hone by traln'

To Be ContLnued
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I

l'lAR I NEg AHD AHFH I E I CIUS ITTARFAEE Fa r t ?,

By Lieutanant Colonal llonald EittnEr U$ttCR

The Larrdlrg Exerclses: Operattons Ashore

In such instances, certaln conditlons were necesaary. These lncluded an obJectlve
whlch r.rae not defended by an eneny, le, an lnltlal benlgn or non-hostlle envlronnent;
an exisitin6 road network for transportatlon; either an exlstlng pier or locatlon
where one could be constructed; and a beach suitable for the landlng of nen, supplles
and equipment. Thus, no need would exlst for the dlverston of llnlted funds for
shlpplng especially deslgned for an anphiblous assault (15)i ad hoc arrangenents,
usually aboard a maJor surface conbatant, would be sufflcient. Hence all landtngs
would be essentially adnlnlstratlve ln nature, wtth the vltal shlp-to-shore novement

and bulId-up belng an adnlnlstratlve and non-tactlcal one.

And this ls what the photographlc record reveals. (16) All the maJor lnter-war
exerclses were located near an exlstlng port and area whlch would colnclde wlth a

ben16n and non-hostlle sLtuatlon; Portland ln L92?, the Isle of Graln in 1928,

Falmouth ln 1929, Milford Haven ln 1930, Fort Cunberland hear Portsnouth) ln 1933

and 193+, and Lamlash ln 1935. These all lncluded an exlsting pler factltty or a

locatlon where a tenporary one could be qulckly constructed, All the exerclses
included both, and tlme trlals $rere conducted to determlne how long construction
would take to erect temporary plers. (17) The pler was nece66ary becauee often the
coastal defence $reapon would have to come ashore dlsnantled, hence the need to have
a capabiltty to take the parts of the weapon fron the landing craft qulckly, and nove
them to the battery fir'lng sltes, as shown 1n the Portland exercise of L927, (18)

Linked to thls was an exlsitlng road network, If weapons were disaseenbled' they
had to be moved qulckly ashore and thence by notor transport to sltes for erectlon.
lllthout a sultable road network, thls could cause maJor delays. Hence the exerclses
lncluded not only tlme studles for pler erectlon, but movernent on exlstlng roade or
etudles of efforts requlred to move pleces of equlpment over rough terraln, as at
Portland for the former ln 1927, and Falmouth for the latter in 1929. And once at the
slte, the weapons would have to be erected as at Fort Cunberland ln 1933. (19)

But what did these battery posltlona look llke? Again, the evidence of an

admlnlstratlve landlng 1n a benlgn or non-hoetlle environnent ls clear; clearly
nothlng approachlng an arnphiblous assault such as Tarawa, Normandy or Talcheren wa6

envlsaged or antlclpated. In all cases, the sltes were not tactically developed be lt
Port1and, the IsIe of Graln, Falnouth, ltlllford Haven or Fort Cumberland. (20)

For a comparlson wtth sone US llarlne Corps ldeas, even t^rlth the focus on the
defence of an advanced naval base, these actlons Here year6 behtnd what USHC

Offlcers were already developing before tlorld lrlar 1 at the US Nava1 Uar College,
Newport, Rhode Island. For example, the l{aJor General Conmandant of the }iarlne Corps
between 1934-35, MaJor General John Henry Russell., had been on the staff at Newport
in 1909-1910. In these two years he had studled thle very lssue and concluded that
Marines had an evolvlng signlflcant mlssion; the eelzure and defence of temporary
advanced navaf basee. In analyslng thls problern and relylng upon hls lnterpretatlons
of the lessons of the Boer and Russo-Japanese Wars (and prlor to ldorld llar 1),

Russell concluded that such bases must be defended fron both land and sea attack,
and that ultlmately the threat to the naval base came from a ground attack. To

defend adequately against such an attack fnon a force whlch night get ashore,
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defenders had to use entrenchments (not ln a line), barbed wire, interlocklng bands of
defenslve machlne gun flre, supportlng artillery, cover over the trenches, and

lnfantry regiurents organlsed and tralned for base defence, all supported by atrcraft,
submarines and other shlps. Six years later, Russell would wrlte a maJor arti.cle for
the new liarlne C.orpe Gazette calling for a "plea for a new mission" for the US

Marlne Corps, one whlch by the 1930s (wlth hls support as Comnandant) would shift to
the offenslve aspect of selzlng advanced naval bases, even agalnst r:bJectlves

defended by an enemy whlch would mean an amphiblous assault. <21)

But the Roya1 Navy and Roya1 Marines landlng exercisee of the lnter-war era
revealed a dlfferent conceptual approach and underlyl.ng assumptlons. Hence,

encampments were llkewise not tactical. In fact there ls no photographic evidence of
any tactical sltes or operatlons at Falmouth, l.{lIford Haven or Lamlash, Certainly the

inspectlng offlcer at Lam1ash, Vlce Admlral E A Ruehton CB, CllG, nor the battery
poltlon being lnspected were ln a tactlcal operatlonal mode, (ZZ) In fact all the

battery posltlons nere developed ln an open, adnlnlstrative and non-tactical mode; or
lt was envlsaged that such unlts mlght have to be operatlonal in combat in exposed

poeltlons on or just above the waterline as shown in photographs of the varlous
exerclses. (23) Lest thls be construed as idle speculation about peacetime exerclses,
tn Iceland in 1940, slmilar defqnsive artillery positlons were developed for the

defence of that country and the Brltlsh Forces based there 1n a mllltary operational
area, placed on the ls1and to defend a6ainst a posslble German tnvaslon or attack.
Q+)
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"A 6 inch Naval Gun on Grotta Peninsular
overlooking Reykjavik Bay in ICELAND during WW2"

Tne Urd&g Exenclses: Sh$pfrg ard Lardfry Craft

These exerclses also revealed another maJor weakness tn thls area of anphlblous
warfare, inadequate shippln6. In all of then, maJor conbatant vessels of the Royal
Navy t*ere used to transport the troops, equlpnent and supplles. Any 'generlc' ehlp
could be used, be 1t cruiser or battle cruiser, such as HMS ifaod. (25) The sfunple fact
is that maJor surface conbatants were not designed for such a role, and lf 3o

employed and they had to functton ln thelr prlmary role, any such landlng force mlght
hlnder the shlp's operatlons tn conbat. They would deflnltely luperil the landln6
force's equipment carrled on them. In the clted exerclses, FIHS FepuJse, Eenbor.r and

Iron Duke were used.

The vlsual evldence of the stowage of equlpment clearly lndicates the problens.
At Portland in t927, the admtnlstratlve nature of the landlng ls clearly revealed,
wlth equlpurent and stores stowed on the naln deck of a surface combatant. The Isle
of Grain exerclse 1n 1928 again lllustrated the dlfficulties. Two years later, aboard
HMS Iron Ouke at Mllford HEven, and flve years later at Lamlash ln 1935 aboard the
same vessel, photographs clearly show the problem of a }ack of sultable shtpptng. In
caln seas or wlthout a chance of battle, such lmprovlsatlons night workr but what lf
a severe storm h,as encountered or, nore significantly, the warship had to enga6e ln
suface combat? lIlth the gear and equlpment stored near the turrets, lossee of
1andLn6 force stores could be expected through enemy flre, the slnple movenent of
turrets, or the concusslon from firlng the shlp's Euns, wlth the ensulng destructlon
or ejection overboard of equlpnent. (26)

However, in 1940, the Royal Navy stllI had not lnproved thelr capabtllty. When

the Royal !.larines occupled Iceland ln lrlay 1940, they arrlved aboard two crulsers HllS

Berwick and GJas6ur.' wlth Sear stored on deck, and uoved ashore vla destroyere.
Lucklly for then, an adnlnlstratlve unopposed landlng ensued as there was no Gernan
opposltlon and the lclanders offered no resietance. 127)
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AI1 of thls is not a post-war crltlclsu of lluited Britlsh offenslve anphiblous

warfare capablltty in the lnterwar period. The photo6raphlc evldence and the

analysls and interpretatlon of lt reveals that Brltaln slnply did not foresee a

situatlon ln a future war where a maJor forclble entry onto a heavlly defended and

occupled European continent or defended lslands ln the Paclflc, agaLnst a nodern '
professlonal and capable defendlnS force, would be necessary' Brl'tish governennt

offlcals, nllitary planners and dlplomats enviaaged, at worst, a contracted landlng

area in the locallty of ntlltary operatlone, with frtendly forceo already defendlng it'
elther thelr o$n or an aIly's. Relnforcements, equlpment and supplles t+ould enter the

theatre of operatlons throuSh ports or areaE aLready held by friendly forces as had

happenend ln tlorld Llar 1. A lfunlted uarltlne need for defence of an advanced naval

base, temporary in nature and not heavlly defended by an €nen/r was the nost that

could be foreseen. Developed ports, such as Slngapore, llalta and Gibraltar would be

defended by the arny.

But condttlons changed. To lts credlt, after 1940, Britaln was qulckly able to

develop the forces, equipnent and revlsed doctrine to lnpleuent offenslve amphi'blous

operatlons agalnst defended shores. And, ironlcally' soue of thls had been

lnadvertently worked upon durlng the lntertrar year€. lfhlIe I'npleaentLng thelr

exerclses, the Britlsh were alsg do1n5 beach trafflcablllty studles, checking beach

gradlents, soll conposltlon and vehlcle novement over varlous types of beaches' (28)

Equally important, as early as 1925, they had protypes of maJor landlnS craft, which

had flat bottoms and bow ranPs for the qulck exlt of men and vehlcles; and tlme

studles were conducted regarding the debarkation of weaponst vehlcles and troops'

(29) The key here would be the desl5n, evolutlon and constructlon of varlous types of

landtn8 craft to move men, equipnent and supplles; reductlon of their welght; and the

development of special shlps to carry then; from thls cane such naval veesels as the

LST 1i.andlng srrip Tank) and LSD (landlng Shlp Dock). After 1940, Brltaln would do

th1s, as we}l as deslgnate certaln unlts for speclflc types of speciallsed amphiblous

operatlona and traln lar6er unlts in the conduct of noaJor amphlblous assaults

attendant to a major land canPalgn,

Concluslon

trJhat does all this reflectlve analysls mean to any conteoporary reader? It is

that rnilltary and governnent professlonals, like hlstorlans, are not prophets, seerG

or fortune tellers. Men of 6ood lntentlons wl}1 try to prepare for the present and

the future by analyzlng what has occurred ln the dlstant and recent paet, ascertatn

trends and '1e66on9', and make Judgements and decislons' Men of experience and

developed professlonal Judgenent can view the sane event6, technology' pollcles and

potenttal foes and frlends, and come to dlfferent conclusions. In war' the key

ultfunately ltay not be if they were correct ln the peacetime preparatlons for a

future confllct, but once war occur6 and thelr Pre-war assumptlons and judgements

were proved wrong, how flexlble and adapable a government and lts mllLtary

professionals 6oth those ln and out of unlform) are ln adJusttnS thelr approaches'

pollcles, doctrlne, organisation, unlts an'l operational concepts to new condltions'

After 1940, it was fortunate that the Britlsh 6overnment and its m1lltary forces were

adept at dolng this and could adapt to the changed condltlons that occurred after

Dunklrk. Britaln did not anticipate auphiblous assaults tn the 1920s and 193Os, but

proved, with her Amerlcan alIles, between 1940 ad 1945 that such operatlons could be

concelved, planned and funplenented wLth the proper doctrine, unit organlsatlone'

equlpment and shlppin6, If both the Unlted States and the Untted Klngdom operated on

,paraltel coursest between 1918 and 1939 in the arena of anphlblous operatlons' aE
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(above) "6 inch naval guns play their part in the defence
of Iceland at Saurbaer Camp"

(be1ow) "Close up of a gun crew in action guarding the
coast of IceIand"
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Colonel Cllfford has stated, between 1940 and 19i[5 they operated as a splendld team

and conttnue to do so decades after the end of the Second llorld llar.

Epllo6ue

This paper wa6 orglnally subtitled "precursor to M.P.S. of the 1980s" and wrltten
and dellvered to the Northern Great Plalns Hlstor y Conference in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota 1n the autumn of 1987. I{.P.5. (ltloblle Pne-posltloned Shlpplng) le a concept
developed by the Untted States; 1t qeets on several aesunnptlons slmllar to those held
by the Royal Navy and Royal l.larines tn the lnterwar year6 between llorld llars 1 & 2.

These assunptlons are the entry of a ullltary force into an area through a non-
combat landlng; the exiEtence of a benign, non hoetlle envlronoent; the exlstence of a

pier eysten wtth supporttn6 storage area and other facllltles; and adequate

transportatlon systen wlth, at a minLmun, sultable roads; and although the ships
carrylng equlpment are speclally deslgned for the H.P.S. concept, they ar not lntended
for a forced entry lnto a defended beachhead, If there te a dtfference between the
Britlsh efforts of the interwar era and the lrl.P.S. systen of the Unlted States flve
and slx decadee later, 1t ls that the Untted States pos€esses the capbabillty to
proJect combat power ashore 1n both the amphLblous aseault node and that predlcated
upon the benlgn envlroment envleaEed by the M,P,S. concept.

But then, slnce 1939, the ldeals of a world whlch saw maJor treatles signed ln
L92L-22 and 1930, Ilnlti.ng naval armanents, and the Kellog-Briand Peace Pact of 1928,

have been submerged under the realltlee of llorld I'Iar 2 and lts afternath; the Cold

llar, the vlolent procecs of decolonlsatlon of the European emplres and the subsequent

turbulent years ln newly lndependent natlons, and the many regional confllcts both
involvlng (dlrectly and lndirectly) the great po$rer6 and those independent of them.

Overall, Sovernments and thelr mllltary offictals have had to llve ln a stark' oPen,

hostlte world; the tdeals of an earller 6eneratlon of the 1920s nany stlIl exlst' but
they are, as John Le Carr6 has wrltten ln The Perfect Spy, 1lke the stars: they may

be unattalnable but we are better for thelr exlstence. Unt11 such ldeals as the
Kellogg-Brland Pact and the Ten Year Rule of the Brltlsh Governrnent of the 1920s are
anywhere near reallsaton, the mllltary of the post ldorld llar 2 world has had to plan

for nany contingencies. Of these, the capabllty to proJect courbat power ashore tnto a

locality hae noh, been lnstltutlonallsed into two capabl11tles, those of amphlbloue

assault and the !l.P.S. For better or for worsef our mllltary forebears of the 1920s

and 1930s did not have thls; they dld the best they could, operating wlthin political'
ntlltary and cultural-nllleu of their era. As ntlltary professionale that ls all they
could do and we can strlve to do, r*lth the underlylng assunptlon that our officers
and men then and now do the best wtth the assets and guldance given to them.

-44



References:

I5. Colonal K.nnrth J Clttford UBilCR Aiprriblou.,t-tfatc.dd tl.v.lottt.na in Brit.ta.nd A.o"lc. fto. tt2O-l9a5 aLrurln.,
llr* Yorl{i Edg.toqd lnr, l9AA) pp 72-92 dtrcuitri ihe problri of ihipptnD, ir, thr lrEl ol rp.clrtlard varaalt ot
.hphlbiour oFtraiiont, 'thr rnticlprt.d naad. ln c.tr ot. futur. Y.r. th. cort of ruch vtrttl., .nd dlrcurrlonr on iha
Porribllty of ilFhiblour lrndingr rgalnat d.fancar hald by f.jor atrd rinor poecrr, tlorrva?. rtudyinl arphlblour ul!t.r.
rnd dav.IopiDg doclrlnr tn tha I93o! dtd not n.colr.rlly r.rn imadlala pr.F.r.dn.:.i tor air.Fla, lor r dttEufrlon ot
tha fav.t. thortlga ot.iphtbloua rlrf.re rhtpptng ln 6an.r.t Oougl.r ll.cArthur,r Southrr.t Prcttlc Tharta" lo l'a2-t1,
r.. Ullliril ll L.rry, Cd., o. Sh.lI F.tutn! tl.e,.rrhut', co.tand.tr.nd th. Oefa.a of J.p.D (Unlvarrlty c, l(.ntucty Prar.,
!998) Ch.pirri titltd rThorrl C t(int.ld: liraArltrurrr tl.ttar of r{rvll grrfrrr' .nd,Ornltl E Brrb.yr Arphlbiour Urrfrla
Expert' .

I6. Rtl Arch1v.r, Photogrrplrlc r.tordl u$d ln thir prpa. rra in lh. tolloelng ftt.r: AnCH Phot l3llf/raa (llXBOO Ex.rcllrr
I927-1934)l ARCH Photo 13/lllll (iltaSoo Ex.rGlr. L.rlt.h l93g) rnd ARCH Photo tgtltlaa<At (R.porltoly ttrd Allt.d
Equipr.nt ),

17. ARCfi t13rll/la, Fortlrnd I927, photo 3Ei .Horr.bo.t unlordlng tl Corduroy Rord' rad phoio 33: ,Braclr Rordrry tnd rtirrf
grntry co.pl.tad, glE.trl vlN ot lrndtng pl.Gr'. lrla ot 6r.1n l92tt, photo l3E: 'Pl.r at t7OO. Corplat.d in a hrf, 60
rinr, FrlDouth I92t'; pholo 2O3l'Pirr n.rrlnt corpl.tlonr.nd Fhoto 2OE .Pttr corFl.t.d,' llllfe"d H.v.n lg3or Fhoto 260l
'Fitr und.. con.+FEiioai. photo 26,'Fla! butldtng Frqg?arl'rnd photo 269: 'Picr l.ndlne coapl.tad., Fqri Curbarl.nd
1933, photo: al26 'Laadtni aquipra.l troi r horrabolt..

lg. ARC!{ lSfllraa. Portl.Ed I927. photo a9t ,6" brFrrl hotrt.d rt Fl.r.,

t9, AacH t?/lllal, portl.ad t927. photo: 56 ,E'Iunr lntttll.d.nd r..dy tor.(tion', photo 67 ,S" eun brrr.t on t?.<to",
.nd Phota 9I: '6r lmt baiDg aoe.d floa alt. by tro tlathi tracto.r,'F.lrouth t929, Photot 2lft 'H.thlr torlng barr.t
pl.tforr ov.t plouSh.d lrnd' -nd photo 2!3t '5'gun b.ine iirad up. rt..p rlop..' Fort Cu.barlrnd t933, Phota 333: .6i
gun bring Dountrd ln c.adlr.'

2o. ARCH t3/ttla4, Portt.nct l9zr, pheto 7at .6, gunr ln3t.Ilrd ind rrrdy for .citon., Irlr ot errin tt2a, Fhoto tE :

'Ern.rrl vlir ol 5'gunr rnd io?ara.r F.Irouth tt29, photo 22a,. '6'rnd 3. brltrry porltlonf,r ttlttard Havtn trOO,phto
291: 'Anti-.trcraft brtiary ln.ctloa.'Fgrt Curb.rl.nd t93?, pho*o 3aO: ,Vi.a of 6. b.+iary.,

2I UE ilrvrl I.r Collrg. Archtvtr, R.Eord Sroup e. Box 79, Fllit fBA6. Studtrr by ilrjor John H Ru.r.ll UAIiC {a BslrJnt
sludy of al|. O.l.da. of Adv.nc.d U.val 8.)., drt.d 30 S.p't..brP l9O9: 6rocr., Princl,l.a eov.tnlng th. 6.laclon .bd
E.a.bttrhtcdl of Adv.ac.d llav.I 8.aa, aDd irr. Co.,oalllon of .n Adlv.nc.d 8.t. Oiutfia dttad , Orcarbar l9ot! edarjtjotra,
Nar., of Ft.td lrotk conttrucaron fot fidv.pc.d Eaao Aan, drtad Or€arbor I9O9i .nd Lrclurai tha Prrpar.lJon of $a" Pr.n,
for ahr E.t.bllrh..at .ad Dofanr. of , ltlrv.I Adv.nc.d 8.r dtttd 23 tlly t9fo. Othar lttrlna ottlE.rt tollortd Ruraall at
t{.?9ert and conlinu.d to totk on ihlt.ubr.ct, 6oonl thtr r.r. i.JoF Eobrrl Dunllp (l9ll-12), llrJor Olon Utttlr.r (19t2)
.nd c.pt Ertl Elltr (l9l3l,rll ol rhor rno"tt p.Farr.nd g.yi l.Gtur.r on thr rubjast. For iurrrlt'r USiC 6E.ttr ar.il€I.
?.. e Pr.. fo.. ,{iarlon.nd - Oocttin Vol l, ilo 2. ,una 1915, 9F tO9-112.

22, ARct{ I3ll!/tr. Frliouth t929, photo 2ot: .viar ot pirr rnd rEPrs.chtr.. }liltoDd Hrvrn tg3or Fhoto 3og: .vl.r ot
CrlF.' ARCH l3llllal Lr;lrth 1939, photo t39t 'Tour ot Inrprctlon by Vlc. ldDl Rurhton, noyrt llr.ln. crtF rrd d.lrntlv.
inatal lrtlorr- '

23. ARCH t3/lllal. Po"it.nd 1927,
nsuntld on tr{pod.' F.liouth 1929,
2921 '3' rnl,i-rirErrft b.1t.ry.'
l?lll/al, L.il.rh I936, Fhoto tl8:
.ct{oh,'

photo 7It '6' gun reunird, .dju.tlng rtt.r.
phoie 23a: '3' ha.vy .ntl-.lrcF.ft gun ln
Fort Curb.rlrnd 1933, pho.to 338t '6. gun
'Si.rchllght :ount.d .nd frrdy for action.

' lrlr ot 6rrtn 1928, photo 165: 'Lr.lr gun
ftrine porltton.' lltlford llrv.n lt3O, photo

rnd rr.uDltlon alongrlda rouEtlng.' tnCH
rnd Fhoto 791 '5" tun pglnt.d rnd rrrdy for

?1- laF.ti.l gtr tlul.ul, Lordon, Englrnd. Photoerrphis .r<hlyrr. Photo H 3l2a'Vi.rr ol eunt,hlch hrvr baan rounlad ln
Ic.l.hd, 6'nrvrt gunr qv.rlooLing Raykirvlk 8ry qn 6rot'ir Panlnrulrr - Auturt lgaa'; photo 3AI3t .fro of thr rntl-
.lrcrrfl aunt.r., 7-lO Auguat l9lo'i Fhoto 96€3 '5'n.yrl gunr pl.y thair prrt in ttra d.laDE. ot tcal.rd tt g.urbaar CrDp
S-12 H.y lgal; photo 95gE 'A C!o.. up ql . 6, nrvrl gun guardinC tlt. corrt of tc.land,,

ARCH lar2f2, Photo 29ll 'Hil6 ,rood.,

26, AnCH l3lll/at. Portl.nd 1927, Fhoto l8'Hott.borl lord.d eith euD rouDtirg rtor.r bv HrlS Santor,r ltl. ot €rrln
1929, phota f25 'Liy of c.rr, port ridai truclt, ragon., Brtht., .t(.' tlilt.rd Hrvrn 193O, photo 2t3: .H|ls fFcn Olta port
6id. qu.tt.rd.€k, tio..g. ot rupplirr bt, turr.ir,' rnd photo 2a8t 'tltlg ftoa Ou|a d.btrtrtion ot vrhlrlar and ruppllaa..
ARCH l3/lllal. Lril-rh 1935, Flholo 33'vl.e of quariardaal .nd rtof.r, HtlE t.on rut., rDd photo 27: .Hll8 fron Ou*r - G.r
b.ifrE hotrird,'

27, Oan.ld F 8ittn.D, fha Lion rnd fh. alhlla Falcon' SpltrJn and lc.l.nd ln ah. gorld g.t 2 Era (Hnd.n. Conn.ctisut:
Arrh€n Booke, t963) pp 34-47.

24, AReH l3.rtll4O-4. T*o Fhotot, no ldrnilrl€rtton'Arltll.r], in l.ndlng €r.ft'. Forribly piota. tl9, 135 or 261 rith
drtlt Ottqblt 1929 or SrPlatb.r l93O rhoetng fiLC No IO'lrndlng rlth hoFr.r on b.rcfr'; photo ttO'Unloadtnt 5r eun brrrat
on trrilrr troi Bl,tB No I rt E.rtnry. I,SO'i Fhoto 137: ,6i eun on r lrrctor ln horr.bott'i Fhgig la6, 2 Junr t9g2.Trl.tr
of Ltiht tltlttrly trnk rnd rlotof L.ndlne Grrft.l Forl Curbarl.nd'i pholo l3a'Burford frlclcr rnd l6 poondar gsn tro.
tlLC lO, lO Srpt.rbrt 193O, Fort Cutb.rl.nd,'ARCH l3,rtllaa, Portt.nd 1927, Fhoto 33: 'Hithi Tractor ilo I runnlng out ot
llLC.t Cordu.oy Rord.'Phots 25r 'tlathl ir.Etor balDg drivan.ahor.', photo 2, Hrthi trtctor boeoad dou ln roft OrouEd,,
Pho{o lOl rLo.ding ri.un'aion (.tat into horr.bo.t rt Poril.nd,'Fort Curbr}t.nd I933, pholo 3O5: '5. sr.dla on trrllar.'

29, AiCH I3,rlll{4. L.rlrrh I935, photo 26: ,Hl|S Iron Ou*. holrttno llLC t.

-45



EXTRACT FROttl A IiEDICAL OFFICER's JOURHAL - CRETE 1941 Part IV

26th l{ay 1941

Sonre tlne later Col Leesweive of the Australlan lrledlcal Corps arrlved and told me he

was moving east to Kaleves that night, which trould mean a twelve mlle walk. He dld
ltttle to reassure us about our safety when he sald that we would be treated weII as

prisoners. I was 1n rather a hurry and rather uncerenonlous, so he left after shaktng
hands and told us that any tlne we !,rere tn Australla, we muet call and see hfun.

By thla tlne the flrst ambulance drove up wlth a good eupply of food that had

been found by PO Parkes. The second aubulance appeared a llttle later with more food

organlsed by Father Alnsworth. Everyone who could posslbly walk the dietance was 6ot
out, and told to walk west throu6h Suda one mile, take cover and awalt further
lnetructlons lf there were no shl.ps to take them off. I sent Ainsworth, the RC padre

1n charge of them. I then called CPO Congdon and told hlm I requlred one CPO, 2 POs

and 7 of the staff to renaln while the remalnder moved off looklng after the walklng
wounded and to meet one nl1e east of Suda. They were to toss iunediately for those
who went and those who reslalned. I then totd the hlRAs (tlardroou Attendante) to 6et
their rlfles and move off at once. Mne Harrle said that he had been wlth Surg Lt
Jeffrey for over 6 year and wlslied to stay and take anythlng that nras coning. !{ne

Robertson dld not hear my orders and also stayed. He nas to prove of 6reat servlce
later when we cerrled the last of the stretcher caaes away. George' the interpreter'
also stayed and dld soure very flne work desplte hls lack of physical strength.

We Loaded the flrst anbulance and sent Surg Lt Ball with lt. He was loathe to
leave and tn the end I had to 6ive him a dlrect order to Eo. I considered it
essentlal an offlcer should go and aranse what he could at the other end, ny ldea

belng to step the Journey to Kaleves where I knew a hospital was belng started up. I
called all the medlcal offlcers together and aald I wanted two of theu to stay behlnd

wlth ne. Jeffery and Sugars at once clatued the rlght as we had been together for so

long, but the others would not have this and Surg Lt Innes suggested we should get
away aG rany wounded as posslble and then dectde who should stay. It was also Innes

srho suggested the brllliant ldea of puttlng the patlents head to heel' two to a

stretcher so that ln some cESeE, we got ten ln an ambulance. It enabled us to get
everyone away in the end.

There rrra6 sone _de1ay 1n getttng the second ambulance away because I had

foollshly sent it off wlth 6 cpare second driver to brlng back a truck that had been

left unattended dourn the road. Of cour€e when they got to the place where the truck
should have been lt was not there. CPO Con6don, who had won his toss wlth Ml11er, led
hls party away and acted a6 chief whipper-in to the stragglers of the walking
wounded. He told ne next day that he left us about mldnlght and nanaged to 5et a

few patlents on board a destroyer at Suda. He then decided to push on to the
hospltal he kneqr existed at Kaleves, where he arrlved wlth the renalnder of the

walktng wounded at 0745 hrs. Congdon told ne later the reason the destroyer pushed

off from Suda was because eneny alrcraft overhead were dropplng flares. An officer
at Suda told hln he was flghtlng a rearSuard actlon and expected the eneny there by

dawn. Congdon was nuch helped by an offlcer of a Highland Re6lment who tacked hls
party on behlnd him. These troops had Just been landed to asslst the rearguard
actlon.

CPO Congdon nana6ed to get the worst of hte walklng wounded ltfts in Bren

carriers or trucks. ltrhen he got to Kaleves he organised the wounded under the olive
trees and when our ambulances arrlved, sent thenr to collect the strag5lers. This
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accounted for the delay tn the anbulances returning to l+{ournies to evacuate the
hospltal.

I agaln repeated the order that no-one was to move about the hoepltal wlthout
at least one per€on wlth hin. By thla I hoped that any Gernan snlper ntght not open

flre in case the second gave the a1arm. Pattents were moved ward by ward' and the
next 1ot got ready for the next anbulance that arived. The dnlvers deserve great
credlt for drivlng back and forth through such danger. The last two patlents were tso
officers. I gave the two Gernan wounded lerge doses of morphla and put food and

water beside them. If the worst cane to the worst, I lntended to surrender to the
beet of the two, and thus, remenbering the 7th General Hospital, I hoped to avold a

Iot of k1111n9. In the last look round before leavlng, Jeffrey and I were unable to
find the second of these patients and 1 conclude that he had elther fallen off the
stretcher or the morphla had worn off and he had reallsed the posltlon and crawled
away.

A couple of bottles of brandy were opened but very lltt1e was drunk. ltlalnly, I
thlnk, because everyone reallsed they had to keep thelr wlts about then, There was

not the sllghtest evidence of panlc, but we were slower than usual ln dotng such Jobs
as fllling the ambulancee because people were 60 physlcally and nentally tlred. One

of the few grlm Jokes we had that evenlng wae when an SBA trled to rouee one of the
three corpoes ln the nortuary to telI hln to prepare to move. Another eerle roonent
was standlng outslde the mortuary tent and hearlng one of the corpses movlng with
rigor aortJs.

27th llay 19*1

By 0430, the last of the anbulances had been eent off and we nrere left wlth
eleven of the 48 who had had to travel on stretchers. A number had been put beslde
the drlver sittlng, who we regarded as belng ftt enough. Four staff, headed by CPO

Ml}ler, used a farmcart that had brought ln wounded a few days before, and taklng
five stretchers, pushed it down the road tn the dlrectlon of Suda. Thls eart broke
do*n about three mlles out and the patients were then carried tn relays tn the
ordlnary manner until they net one of the anbulances returning. However the cart had
taken then out of the area of funirediate danger. Thls left us wlth one etretcher and
no stretcher bearers. Several methods were tried such as two stretchers end to end
and three bearers, but the man in the mlddle found the load too heavy. We also trled
two patlents on one stretcher but thls was also too heavy. In the end we moved down

the road ln releys, Solng a couple of hundred yards and then doubltng back and
picking up the last stretcher. It would have been a difflcult enough Journey at the
best of times, but as things were lt was a nightmare, partly as we were in such a

hury. I can only lmaglne the rea€on we were not stopped by the eneny was because
they thought there wa6 a much stronger party followlng us.

Not far rest of the uonastery 1n Tidbury Terrace we fell i.n with a snall
detachment of Royal ltarlnes. They were havlng some food and we were glad of the
opportunity to share some. A few minutes later one of the ambulances returned and we

were able to load all except tr*o stretchers on to lt. The two remalning stretchers
were carrled by Surg Lt MacRitchle, SBAs Jones and Blundell and nyself. lle now felt
comparatlvely safe but tt was broad dayllght at the ttme and we were afrald of beln6
machine gunned from the afr, so between rushes nre hld ln a dttch whenever there were
aircraft about,

Jones, to our surprlse and delight, stlll had some food and tobacco left whlch
he shared out. He seemed completely unperturbed by what was BoinS on, and was always
the same whatever the danger durlng that week. lle were eo tired by thls tlne that we
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could CInly go about 15 paces r*lthout restin6. The patients, two heavy l'laorls' were

almost unbelievably patlent. Almost at the end of Greenery Sreet $Ie were met by an

ambulance drlven by Surg Lt Su6ars collectlng our stragglers. Very soon we passed

throu6h Suda golnE on to Kaleves where we arived about 0920 hrs. Findtng the

hospltal under Col Russell, whon I had met before, our bed patlents were put under

hls care, and our walklng wounded parked out 1n soue ol1ve trees, where we remained

for the reet of the daY.

The hospltal was very fu11 and had far too nuch to do wlth thetr lack of etaff
and equtpnent, so I sent Russell some medlcal offlcers and staff during the

afternoon. There were walklng wounded everyt+here together wlth the renanants of all
sorts of medlcal partles whlch had been evacuated there. Some tlure later the ADMS

and Col Lasswleve heard that we were there and sent for ne. Both seened astonished

that we had got through. Lasswleve made the eplendid gesture of 5lvtng ne his last

cl6arette.

Durlng the afternoon Surg Lt Sugars drove me down the Suda road ln an

ambulance to try to contqact llQ. Col Rusaell, who had told me tts positlon, must have

been nislnformed because we were unable to ftnd lt. Belng nachlne gunned urost of the

way there and back, we spent nore tfune ln the dltches than we dtd in the ambulance'

During the evenlng for about 3 hours the eneny Save a wonderful offenslve air
dtsplay of bonblng and nachlne gunning. Throughout this tine, they left the hospltal

t*hLch wa$ clearly marked aloner but the walklng wounded beneath the oltve trees

spent thelr tlme crawllng round and round thelr respectlve trees to 5et the trunk

between them and thelr attackers.

I sald goodbye to Oeorge and wae lnpressed to find that he refused to take any

Eloney although I explatned lt was a glft from the medlcal offlcers. Dusk fell' about

2100 hrs and I had previously been ordered to report to the ADMS then. Everyone

collected outslde the hospltal and soon after the ADI'{S Save me the followlng

instructlons:-

"lJalktng wounded who could walk four mlles could leave at their own rlsk'
Faillng to cover the dlstance would mean certaln death by starvation. We were

not to tgove durlng the hours of day1i6ht, and were to be as circunspect as

possible at all tLmes."

lrle were under the impresslon then that the r+alklng wounded had only to walk

four nlles to sone spot from which they would be taken off. lle recelved the net*e

that we would take as nuch food as possible wlth sardonlc humour, Our route was via

Neon Corrldor, Vryses, Askyphos, Invros and then Spahkta.

We then k1-dnapped Capt Laxton who was a bed pattent wlth Gevere tlounds of the

back and leg. I aleo declded to take George as a gulde, a decleion we were later to
be thankful for. Both ambulances were packed as fuI1 as they could be and the first
one drlven by titne Hunt, wlth George, myself Sugar and three others sttting 1n front,

Hunt won our adnlratlon for hls drlving over those roads in the dark, ct'owded wtth

men and vehlcles. A re1lef driver took over b.rt could only stand the straln for a few

nlnutes. Sugars also drove for a short perlod but I would not 1et hlm contlnue'

knowlng hls exhausted state. For simllar reasons I would not drlve myself. Even

stttlng in front I began to have halluclnatlons. Capt Laxton and the others must have

had a very unpleasant rlde but nobody complalned.

2$th llay 19'11

At dawn we arrlved tn a saucer shaped depresslon ln the hil}s. lde estlmated we

had done about 1g mlles ln the g hours slnce we etarted. Apart from two stops to put

1
I

l

I

t
i

- 48



the ambulance under the trees whllst eneny aircraft were overhead, t{e had kept
moving ao fast as the state of the road a1lowed, I would not move from here untll
the drlvers had been rested. lle then hld the ambulances under the trees and arran6ed
to ureet a6aln at 1 100 to declde whether to make a dash for it there and then or
walt untll nlghtfall. After seeing the wounded under cover, we hld on the hll1slde as

best we could and those of us who had food ate lt.

At 1100 the medlcal offlcers met as arranged and it was decided to move on at
once. lrle collected a6 [any more wounded as we could flnd fron now on' and lf t+e had

been packed tLght before, we were certainly overloaded ln a horrlfylng manner nofl.

!.{aklng much better tlme and headlng south through wonderful mountalns we arrlved ln
sight of the sea aoon after 1300. HaIf an hour later $Ie $Iere stopped on the road
about 1,000 feet above sea Ievel. General lleston, who had stopped u6r rras angry that
we had come so far down, but I explalned that hre had only followed the truck tn
front. It was then suggested that we nade an RAP (Reglmental Ald Post) ln one of the
ambulances, but I was conpletely a6ainst thls ln such an expoeed positlon on the
htllside, and wanted to push the vehi.cles over the edge. lily idea was to get the RAP

set up as well as best we could under cover, and treat the feet and wounds of the
men arrivlng. I thought this nlght relleve the RAP that the ADI'IS at Kalevs had told
me wa6 being set up by Captain Gllbert RAMC.

lde moved a little way down the slope and obtalned some food frorn a ration
lorry ln front of our ambulances. During this meal $te were bombed and machine

6unned, settlng the ambulance on flre. I recelved a flying lump of earth on my head.

All my nedlcal stors were destroyed and I shouted for my party to get down the h111

under proper cover. I realise nor* that lt was very foollsh of me to remain so near
the road for our meal. We were Joined by MaJor llright, head of the Hygtene Sectlon on

the lsland. "He wa6 rather badly shaken and renained with us untll we 6ot to
Alexandrla.

lrle remalned ln hldln6 in the rocks and crevlces all that mornlng and eventnS'

belng Jotned by streans of nen ln unlform. The cover was ideal whlch wa6 very lucky
as there hrere several alr attacks on the road above. Our party had lltt1e food' but
water rras obtainable from a nearby hamlet. Except for the lack of RAF, which caused

extrerne bltterness, everybody in our party was very cheerful. I am sure that only the
officers understood that, but for own exertlons, we would have been left behind ln
Irlournles. At 2100 I judged lt dark enough to roarch from cover and move along the
plateau gulded by George. Durlng the prevlous afternoon, George had been lnto the
hamlet to find out what he could about the geography of the distrtct. He had done

thls very discreetly. During thls walk Geor6e was, a6 usual, quite unperturbed and

trled to talk to me about Byron.

A great many men now appeared ln varlous uniforns, but they were all l1ke a lot
of sheep, nobody knowing the way, I trusted in George who seemed to know where he

was bound for, even t*hen streams of people turned round and came back through us. l{e
were on a rough gradual slope, shelvlng down on our left to the h11ts and going up

on our ri6ht to the foothllls and nountalns. Before long we were bombed agaln, the
ftrst stlck falltng somewhere on the road above us and the next etlcks falltng
para}Iel, but each time nearer to us. Durln6 a short respite, I gave the order to nove
south of the path we were onr but elther this was not heard or the wounded were too
tired to understand, In additlon I had foollshly chosen 'Nava1 Unlt' as out call to one

another ln the dark, and thls led to all sorts of confuslon, all sorte of people

comlng to our ca}1, so I changed lt to 'Naval Hospital Unit'.
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At one polnt, we were stopped by anmed sentrles, who would not let us Pa66
untll I explalned urho $e were and called everybody by name. This was more or less
slmple wlth the staff, but lnposslble wlth nost of the wounded, so many havlng Jolned
us nrhon I had never seen before. Some 20 mlnutes later we came to what appeared to
be the outer walI of a vlllage. Here everybody wae halted and I went ahead to flnd
someone ln authorlty, who mlght be able to us further lnstructlons. I met Co1 Payne

RA}{C whon I had net before, He told me to get ny nen and wounded on board when the
tlme came, and showed me some more $rounded in a church that I could help with, but I
explalned that I had about 100 nen to look after nyeelf.

He took ne to a house where I net an old frlend, Hajor Farrer Rl{' who was

sufferlng fron shock, havlng been blown up a short tlne before. I also net Co1

Sergeant Rlrl rho eeemed to me to be ln a rather exclted etate. Farrer sald he would

keep watch and telI me when there wa6 6ny news, and I fell asleep on the floor. At

about 0100 Farer woke me and suggested I should colLect ny men. I was then told
about a Lleutenant Connander in the next roon and wounded in the rlght 1"8. This
offlcer had had hls wound dressed so I only nade a cursory exanlnatlon' pronlslng to
look after hln when we got on board. I nranted to take hlm nyself but wae told hls
rernoval had already been arran6ed. I had sone dtfflculty gettlng back to the rnen 1n

the dark. lle fe}I ln wlth the rest of the wounded outslde the church' and helping
then down a long, steep and dlfflcult path, reached the boats where qre were taken on

board various deatroyers. I was on board HMS ffaple4 where I found the ship's aedlcal
offlcer 5ur6 Lt llurphy and hls staff already hard at work looking after the wounded

that had already arrlved. !,lurphy worked with hts staff all n15ht' belng helped by our
PO Eapoon. I got to sleep on the deck of an old shlpmate's cabin. At about 3 o'clock
the next afternoon we arrlved ln Alexandrla, beln6 net by the Fleet Ittedical Offlcer'
Surg Capt Grlerson and anbulances. Ue were attacked once during the trlp over fron
Crete,

29 l{ay 19*1

I flnd Father Ainsworth had been very much upset by the final bomblng whlle we

were ln the shlp. He w111 take a long tlme to get flt agaln, and ls perhaps the most

shaken of any of ue. After a nuster on the quayside I found that Phl11lps and Hunt,

the two ambulance drtvers, Cratg and the two cooks are the only ones ulsslng. Later I
was to see then all wlthln the next few days. All the ratlngs were sent to Sldl Bishr
and the offlcers nrere taken to Raseltln and from there sent to an hotel. I had been

told by the FltO that- Surg Cdr Brown wa6 very anrlous to get ln touch trith me

dlrectly I arrlved, so after a general clean upr I tphoned hlu and he asked ne to
dlnner wlth hlnself and Cdr Arnott. After dlnner the others came over to the Cecil
Hotel.

3O l{ay 1941

I went ta Raseltin to flnd out where the staff had been sent. After a great
deal of dlfftculty I got to the Naval Accomnodation Camp at Sldi Blshr. They were all
there except Cralg who had passed through the day before. Brown and Taylor were sent
to hospltal wlth deblltty and dlarrhoea. Father Alnsworth, more shaken than ever, had

left for Catro. There ls no news of what we had to do yet. I drer.r some Eoney and

went and 6ot oone clothtn6.

31 ltay 19{1

I wanted to have a photograph of the Unit taken today but they were out in the
town and I could not collect them. I took Oeorge, the lnterpreter, to the Greek

Consul, not knowlng what to do with hlm. I was told I could keep h1m till he was no
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).on6er requlred. The OC Greek Forces
the old SMO from Crete.

gave me an excellent lunch, during which I met

t:Ijlt*itl}tI

For the next month the par^ty remalned in Egypt, some golng to Calro. Reports were

wrttten on lndlvlduals, and evidence wa6 glven to an offlcial milltary enqulry. The

author flnally met up wlth l1th RH Battalion, The diary flnlshes on 30th June 1941.

*******t*

lnlrese exfracts sere taken frcn a Medlcai Offlcer's fournal - Voluae 6 5 of lst Royal

rtfarlnes Groufu and released by klnd perajssjon of the l,ltnistry of Defence, The naae

of the author ls not djscfosed.
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HI',IS ROBERTSON

At least three Landing Craft bases were commanded by Royal
Marine,rOfficers during World War Two, one of which was HMS ROBERTSON
near SANDWICH in Kent, a brief history of which is here reprinted
from the Globe & Laurel of Ocdober 1946 "

"Swan songs are fashj-onable these days and HMS ROBERTSON is
about to join the chorusi The ship paid off on 3 1st August, 1946
and the rear party should have pulled out by the middle of September"
Since this will be our final contribution to the Globe and Laurel,
some account of the ship I s activities during the war might be
recorded.

The story real1y begins in t916t when Kitchener, Haig and Cowan
Camps, as well as Richborough Wharf, were constructed for use by the
Royal Engineers, Inland Water Transport Section. The wharf then
boasted about 30 cranes instead of the four which are at present in
use" Of the three camps originally built, Kitchener is IIMS ROBERTSON,
Ilaig is a Royal Engineer Holding Unit, and Cowan Camp is devoted to
the noble industry of mushroom growing. The river was a hive of
industry and innumerable tugs and barges were kept busy taking
munitions and mater ials of rrrar to our armies in France .

Between the two wars the wharf facj-lities were owned by the
Southern Railway, Port of Queenbury Development Co" and finally ,
Pearson, Dorman Long 

"

And so to World War fI, when in August 7940, the River Stour
was effectively closed by the sinking of two blockships at Shell Ness
and anti-invasion measures completed by the mining of adjacent beaches"

By 1943t there was a demand for suitable combined operations
bases and the River Stour came into its own again" The blockships
were cleared, landing craft repair facilities installed at Rich-
borough Wharf and, on 2nd Ju1y, 1943 Kitchener Camp re-opened as
IIMS ROBERTSON" From l94O Jewish refugees had found a sanctuary in
the establishment"

Command.er T J Linb erry, RN was the f j-rst Commanding Of f icer and
served in that capacity until 21st March, t944" During this period
naval personnel were predominant, though Royal Marines soon began to
f lood in as the Corps took over the landing craf t commitment" rrCrr

Squadron, RMLC, consisting of LCAs and LCV (P) s built up and completed
its training in the River Stour and Pegwell Bay during the months
before D-Day and later moved further southn ready for the grand
crossing.

Amongst other Units accommodated in the camp during 1944 was an
American Construction Battalion which was engaged in constructing
"l{uIberry" units " These were launched. into the River Stour and
towed ilnto Pegwell B.y, near Ramslate. One of the Americans in this
Unit had actually been accommodated in the saue camp during the L974-
1B war. Unfortunately, his reactions to this coincidence are not
known "

After D-Day a Speci-aI Recce, Unit trained at ROBERTSoN prior to
serving in the Far East. The Unit was built up from members of aII
three Services.
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Lt Col K llunt, Royal tvlarines, assumed the duties of Commanding
officer on 2tsL March, 1944, until he was relieved by Lt CoI w S

North, our present Commanding Officer, on 25t}l. September L944 "

With the war in Europe coming to a elose, the need for jungle
training became more and more important, and to ensure that Ro1za1
Marines transferred to the Far East were partially acclimatised, a
miniature junqle was constructed at Eastry" When fully rigged with
booby traps, dummies, etc ", it had everything, as many a trainee
will testify" Many senior officers from various Units examined
this course and paid tribute to the officers and NCOs who had worked
so hard in its construction "

Many RoyaI Marines will remember their nights at Richborough
Castle as members of the defence platoon which was organised as an
anti-invasion measure during 1944. The castle was originally of
Roman construction and had stood on the very edge of the sea, though
it is at present a good l+ miles from the shore. Off the record,
it is reported that the ghost of a Roman legionary prophesied the
collapse of the Germanic tribes during the middle watch on the
morning of 5th June, 1944" He had the "gen" from a centurion in
GauI, also a member of the underqround.

Since a Royal Marine without a parade ground is like a duck
without a pond, the RoyaIs constructed their own parade ground in
three months, a very creditable performance"

For the past twelve months Richborough has served as a storage
depot for minor landing craft. As ships and establishments de-
commissioned, their craft were sent to Richborough until, in April
this year, the total number of craft topped 500" To find space for
even one more craft became quite a problem" Eventually an order
came for the transfer of alt minor landing craft to Gillingham and
the Clyde area" This meant early morning and late night work for
ranks employed at the wharf. In the case of the Base Flotilla all-
night work was not unknown, since the craft had to be towed to sea
and loaded into ships as quickly as possible in order that HMS
ROBERTSON should dispose of its commitments before the decommission-
ing date" At the time of writing, aII craft have been transferred
and the wharf has a barren and desolate appearance. Grass and weed
are already beginning to reclaim the hards and roadways"

As a prelude to paying-off, a V'Ihite Ensign which had been worn
by HMS ROBERTSON was presented by the Commanding Officer to St
Clement's Church at Sandwich during morning service on Sunday, 11th
Auqust 1946" This interesting ceremony was well attended. by local
people, as well as the shiprs company, which had used the church
during most of the commission""

FOOTNOTE .On a recent
in po3iET6il,rst inside the
now) with the accompanying
HMS ROBERTSON was presented
North RM to commemorate the
here during World War Two.

visit'I ohserved the White Ensi.gn stiII
main door ( though rather roff-white'

wall notice - rThis White Ensign worn by
by the Commanding Officer Lt CoI W S

fact that her officers and men worshipped
1 1th August 1946 "'

Accordingr to Lt Col North, his command was unusual and as fat
as he knew such an appointment had not happened before, or since
WW2" The ship's company, consisting of Naval maintenance teams, a
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detachment of Wrens and up to 2, OO0 Royal Marines carried out Naval
Routine, Colours, Divisions, Sunset etc., and came under the RN

Discipline Act in the Command of FIag Officer Dover, and later CinC
NORE.

Little evidence remains of this or any other of the camps along
the road from SANDWICH to RAMSGATE; a housing estate now covers the
Parade Ground and Industrj-a1 Buildings obliterate most of the camp
sites (with just the odd wartime buitding still standing, including
what looks Like a Theatre/.Cinema on the roadside opposite Robertson
Camp") The Richborough Wharf is at the end of a lane opposite the
Power Station and lookingr very derelict now"

The map detailing camp sites is reproduced by kind permissionof Robert Butrer, a local historian, whose booklet vtrAl, HAVENincludes coverage of WW2 involvement on the River Stour and surround-ing area, but although serving as an RNVR officer (tg40-46) infrigates and destroyers his association with Sandwich began post war"Salvaging considerable information from fast fading memories hisresearch is greatly appreciated" AJp.

'In 1938 the whole place was in a very run down condition and
looked alot more derelict than New Wharf does now|. Jewish refugeesfrom Nazis were arrowed by the Home office to occupy some of theaccomodation brocks" rn t942 the Navy had a small repair party onNew Wharf but was not made into a fully fledged RN establishment
until L943 whett some RN Command.os arrived; not so long after that
the Royal lvlarines arrived and an RM officer appointed Commanding
officer to what was stirl, and remained, a Naval Estabrishment"

A unit of Royal Engineers returned to Richborough in January1944 to assemble parts of the ,MULBERRY HARBoUR' (actually the
sections code-named TwHALE' which connected the floating sectionsto the land) ; they needed about 500 feet of New wharf and there
seems to have been a bit of a problem because the Royal Mari_nessai-d they needed it all ! A compromise was reached whereby the REuni-t built a temporary section of the wharfage between the northend of the New Wharf and the wreckage of the old train ferry berth"This temporary section acted as a sort of'lay-byr for the RN/RMlanding craft" NothinE,;of ..it. remains.,t6day.-

IIAIG, KITCHENER and ROBERTSON camps at Richborough erected for
ww1 were presumabry named after the three Field Marshalls, butwhereas the latter retained its name during WW2 (and thought to beArmy occupied) it i-s possible that the Navy in renaming KfTcHENER
CAI{P to HMS RoBERTSoN were honouri.ng, C6ftonel ( Iater Brigadier) JohnKerr Robertson RE who was responsible for the construction of
RrcHBoRoucH GARRTSoN during ww1. second-in-command. of the RoyalEngineers (Mechanical Engineering Secti-on) who built the camps wassir Bruce G white KBE, FcGr, RrMechE from a firm of consultingEngineers who served with the regiment in both lrlorld Ward and wasa Major during the first of these" He pubrished a booklet rHE
ARTIFICIAL INVASION HARBOURS CALLED MULBERRY in 1980 printed by 'TheViking Group', and one of his interesting observations was that
during the wv{1 camp construction period. a Mr Gluckstein of Lyons
{catering firm) was taken on as Messing officer with the rank ofMajor, with the result that catering at Richborough became equal tothat of any of Lyons hotels or restaurants. Major Gluckstein laterbecame Managing Director of Lyons and he once remarked that when hefirst went to Richborough in Lgt6 there were 3000 men there, messingin up to a hundred different places with separate cookhouses, which
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resulted in waste and poor food. By the end of the war there were
about 20r 000 men and they ate in three large mess halls with central
kitchens, managed by top class chefs paid 910 per week (very high
pay then) " The Officers only had to pay 6d per day mess bills,
though some complained that when in London they had to pay tO/ 6 for
dinner at Lyons Trocadero Restaurant for a meal much the same as
they got at Richborough as part of their 6d per day messing!

(Copies of Robert ButIer's booklet VITAL IIAVEN are available ''-'

from Mr C R Dalton, Director of DEAL MARITII.,IE II{USEUM, 5 Blenhej-m Road,
DEAL, CTLA 7AJ ( tsel: 03 04 3 52837) or f rom KENT MUSUE!,I Clock House,
Royal Harbour, RAMSGATE, Kent" CT11 BLS (Te1: 0843 587765). From
another bookr ds yet unpubl ished, Ivlr Butler has enlarged on this
subject and has kindly allowed the following extraction")

"3000 Jewish refugees were there and among them aII kinds of
highly educated people: professors, engineers, doctors, artists,
and the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra as wetI. A professional
gardener Iaid out gardens and a farmer looked after the growing of
vegetables " They formed a "Camp University" to continue interrupted
studies, and aII had English lessons given by voluntary teachers
from the surrounding district"

On the outbreak of war in September 1939 the three ex-Richborough
train-ferries were requisitioned from the LNER for the Navy and were
used during the 'phoney-war' period for transportation of Army
equipment from Dover to Calais and Dunkirk " In the early months of
the war merchant ships taken over by the Navy contj-nued to be manned
by their peacetime crews on nT"724" Ag'reements, which put them under
Naval discipline while, stilI being paid at Merchant Service rates"
The merchant sailors, at that time, thought they were on starvation
wages - with some justification but, nevertheless, they were getting
several times as much as their Royal Naval opposite numbers doing
the same job in even harder conditions"

The three LNER, ex Richborough, train-ferries survived the
Dunkirk evacua,tion. However, quite large elements of the British
Army, unable to get to Dunkirk, had swung westwards in the hope of
gettinq Iifted off from such places as le Ilavre or Cherbourg" The
51st Highland Division found itself out off with its only way out
via the small port of St Valery-en-Caux, about 15 miles west of
Dieppe (not to be confused with "St, Xlalery" on the estuary of the
Somme, about 38 mifes NE of Dieppe) " The ex-Richborough fetry "TF2"
was ordered to attempt an evacuation. For their size they were very
manoeuvrable ships and only needing 10 feet of water the job could
have been done but for the Luftwaffe who were buzzj-rrg around in
strength and TE2 was sunk by overwhelming air attack outside St.
Valery on the 10th of June L94O with the loss of most of her ship's
company" This was one of several evacuation attempts under the
code-name operation "CYCLE" "

TF1 and TF3, were now given narnes for the first time, respect-
ively "IRISt'and "DAFFODIL", the same names as the two Mersey
ferries made famous by their part in the Zeebrugge raid of 1918"
"IRIS" and "DAFFODIL" were extensively rebuilt in 1940 and converted
into what became known as "Landing Ships Stern-chute, " or t'LSS 

" "2
In essence this involved the re-forming of the stern into a slipway
down which smaIl landing-crafL, 13 Mk !., or 9 Mk 2, eould be
launched off trolIies" The four standard gauge tracks on the
main deck were replaced by three 6fE gauge tracks for the boat
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trollies. The two main exhaust uptakes ere altered to Iead out
through a central funnel "

In the planning stage of operation "ovERLoAD", the A1lied
invas'ion of Normandy, a War Office requirement arose for the con-
version of vessels to discharge railway locomotives and rolling-
stock on to an unprepared quay" t'IRIS" and "DAFFODIL" and the
three Southern Bailway, t936t train-ferries - "TWICKENHAMT', "HAMPTON"
and "SHEPPERTON" were chosen" AS the requirement would be for a

limited time at an unspecified date the ships had to be modified
to be, in effect, dual purpose ships" In the meantime "IRIS" and
"DAFFODIL" had a fuIl programme to fuIfiI as landing-craft mother
ships; and the maximum time which could be spared for the conver-
sion was six weeks" The problem was complicated by the stern
slipway which had to remain for further use after the "temporary
requirememt" was completed, thus the modifications to 'rIRIS" and
"DAFFODIL" were substantially different from what was done to the
1936 train-ferries" The solution was to provide a Iink-span, t20
feet long, carried in the stern-slipway and able to pass railway
wagons and road vehicles over a maximum gradient of 1 in tO, and
railway locomotives on I in 30. A lifting frame was mounted on
the stern of the vessel for placing the link-span on to quay
bearings" By laying additional rails the four standard-gauge tracks
were re-installed without interference to the 5ft tracks" Most df
the fabrication went on while the ships continued in service as
mother-ships and the components were installed when they came in
for boiler-clean" The fitting of the link-span had to be postponed
until it was needed for use, but it could be fitted in 24 hours, and
removed in a similar time. Thus "IRfSttand "DAFFODILiT played a very
important role at that supreme moment" In March L945 "DAFFODIL"
(ex TF3) was mined and sunk in the Channel" "IRIS" (ex TF1) survived
and was converted back to her original form and re-christened
',ESSEx FERRY". She then returned to the Harwich-Zeebrugge service
for British Railways until she was scrapped in 1951.

fn the meantime (t942) ttre Navy came to Richborough Port, using
New Wharf and some of the workshops, later re-opening Kitchener
Camp as HMS "ROBERTSON" in July 1943, the refugees having moved
elsewhere" This was a NavaI Shore Establishment concerned with
Combined Operations and landing-craft. EIowever, RoyaI Marine
trainees were soon in a majority and from March L944 the command was
gi-ven to a Royal Marine officer, Lt Col K Hunt - and from 25 September
1944 Lt Col W S North RM, who eventually presented their White Ensign
to St ClementIs Church, Sandwich, when "ROBERTSON" paid off, 11

August t945 
"

The Military Port Repair Organisation of the Royal Engineers
was established at Marchwood, near Southampton, in t94I. During
L943 they became responsible for much work connected with the
"MULBERRY" project for Operation "OVERLOAD'r " Ten miles of floating
roadways, code-name I'WHALE", Were going to need more room than
Marchwood had to spare, and the provision of another construction
depot was vital: Richborough was chosen, but the Navy and RM

were already there. However, the Flag officer, Dover, (vice-
Admiral Pridham-WippeI) agreed to 1et the Royal Engineers have 500
feet of the north end of "New Wharf" provided that a temporary
trestle "lay-by" of equal length be built by the REs for the use
of the Navy to rpark'their landinq craft" Th" lE= did the RNs

proud and built them a trestle lay-by to completely fill up the
space between the north end of New Wharf and the south end of the
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old ferry berth, a length of Ir2OO feet, making a continuous moor-
ing 3r500 feet long" (AII trace of the lay-by section has since
disappeared) " The Army had a bridge erection yard behind their
piece of New Wharf and, at its north end, they fitted up a 30-ton
electric crane for the assembly of the floating bridges" They
used the old camp buildings from the previous war to accommodate
1, 500 men.

The "WHALE" assembIies were bulky and awkward products consist-
ing of six bridges, each of 35 tons, supported by floating "Beetles"
the whole unit being 500 feet long and occupying the fuII Iength of
quay now allotted to the Army" The units were fully equipped with
too1s, stores etc., and then towed away down Channel to the nOVERLOAD"
assembly areas. Production started in February L944 and, by "D'r Day,
fifty units were ready for service on the "far-shore". Further
along the lrlharf, at HMS "ROBERTSONtr, the Royal Marines were training
for the invasion of South-east Asia and ;Iapan, a potentially very
bloody operation which the atom-bomb made unnecessary" The follow-
ing personal note comes from an officer who was then on the training
staff at "ROBERTSON".

"We did training along the banks of the Stour with the major
landing craft crews from LCG(M) s and LCG(L)s and Flakkers
who were at ROBERTSON while their craft were being tropical-
ised for service in South-east Asia " One of my training
officers had a nicely set up Section exercise where the men
came across a footbridge made with sleepers and obviously
part of the original railway marshalling yards of the 19t4-
18 war. The local Council must have maintained this bridge
for it was in good order when I first saw it in 1944" In
this exercise the Section leader brought his men over the
bridge and paused to see which way to send them - left or
right? As the file of men slowed behind their leader, he
would suddenly be catapulted forward as his men rushed to
get clear of the explosions coming up under the bridge,
caused by well timed fuses on No 69 plastic grenades floated
downstream on bits of wood by a Sergeant. Quite startling
jets of water were hurled up between the railway sleepers"
At the same time a Bren gun fired bursts under the bridge
into the opposite bank, a Corporal firing it on a diagonal
Iine from the south bank to the north.

What carefree days those were, for this was not a field
f iring range but farm land used for exerc j-ses"

2L/c of "RoBERTSON" thought the Bren might cause an accident
which would be hard to explain, whilst the number of sleepers
lifted from their mountings on the footbridge became too
obvious damage to escape detection" lndeed, the last Section
attack in which I saw the 69s used, blew three or so sleepers
almost into the river and gave the men too close an experience
of simulated action under fire to justify any further chances.
None was hurt, but it would only have been a matter of time
before someone got caught by the b1ast" Thereafter, the 69s
were used only for fishing " "

Ah yesi.. "what
of peacetime reality
hibitions were quick
derel ict again 

"

carefree d.ays those werer " but when the cold hand
again descended upon Richborough the oId in-
to return" The old 'death wishr for it to go
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HO|rl THE MARINES ASSAULTED TOBRUK By Major wilfred R Sendall RM

Reprinted from "The NAVY" Feb t946 (The official organ of the
Navy League)

Perhaps the magnificient success that attended the great Combined
Operations of 1942, 1943 and 1944 may have led many to underestimate
the immense difficulties of amphibious assault against a coast defend-
ed by modern weapons " To do so would be unjust to the men who planned
and executed the three D-Days in North Africa, SiciIy and Normandy;
it would be more than unjust to those who bought with their lives
the experience on which those victories were built" Dieppe, we aII
know, was part of the price paid, and 40 RM Commando was there to
help pay it" Less well known was the gallant failure of the 11th
Battalion, Royal Marines, in their raid on Tobruk on L4 September t942"

11 RM started life as the Land Defence Force of the Mobile Naval
Base Defence Organisation that distinguished itself in Crete" Part
of the tradegy of Crete is the fact that 71, RM did not reach the
island in time to take part in the battle, to meet the very situation
for which it had been traihed, for the presence at Ma1eme of even
one well-trained, fully equipped and fresh battalion might have had
an incalculable effect on the course of history" After Crete lt RM

went into training in the Marines classic role, as an amphibious
striking force at the disposal of the NavaI Commander-in-Chief"

Their first task was a small-scale but entirely successful raid
on the Iittle island of Kuphonisi, south-east of Crete, where one
company destroyed an ftalian radar station" Later, in great secrecy
at Haifa the battalion began preparing its stroke against Tobruk,
by this time Rommel I s vital forward supply baee against the Eighth
Army at EI Alamein" The object of this raid vras to get control of
the harbour for 72 hours, time for demolition parties to wreck
completly the port installations that saved the Germans 260 miles of
road transport" The sea-borne -raid was to take place in conjunction
with operations ashore by the Long Range Desert Group "

On 11th September the battalion, with attatched parties of Royal
ArtilIery and Royal Engineers, embarked at Haifa in the destroyers
HMS SIKH and ZULU_" Sailing early next morning and making 25 knots,
the two ships reached Alexandria after dark that night"
Intelligence officers with the Iatest "gen" and certain smaIl special
parties were rapidly embarked, the two destroyers slipping away again
before dawn" When the sun came up the Marines on board found them-
selves steaming due east, escorted by the anti-aircraft cruiser
HMS COVENTRY and two Hunt class destroyers"

At this tsime the secret of the objective was broached to all
ranks, and final briefing took place" Later, the convoy altered
course to the north-east, then north-west till they were making
towards CreLe " As darkness fell SIKH and ZULU broke away from their
escort and steered due west at the top of their great speed" At
midnight they altered course again, due south, straight for Tobruk"

At that moment 50 RAF Wetlingtons began a bombardment of Tobruk
that lasted three hours " As the destroyers closed the harbour mouth
the questing searchlights, the garish colours of climbing flak and
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the dull flashes of bomb-bursts could be seen on the horizon, a

confusici.no of lights and f ires glowed through the thick darkness "

At two otcloek the code word "Nigger" was received, indicating that
the Long Range Desert Group had taken a coastal battery at the mouth
of the harbour, the essential pre-requisite of the raid" A quarter
of an hour later came a signat from the Prime Minister, Mr Winston
Chur.chill, who ever since the days of Antwerp in t9t4 }aas had a sof t
spot for the Royal l"larines, wishing them good luck in their latest
enterprise "

Cheers went up from the crowded mess-decks of both destroyers.
Then the men of the first flight in both destroyers climbed into
their harness" Just after three orclock, when they were two-and-a-
half miles offshore, the powerful engines that had been driving SIKII
and ZTJLV at over 30 knots slowed down and stopped" There was a
heavy swell, but aII appeared quiet in the neighbourhood of the
beach, though Tobruk was still a pyrotechnic uproar"

A large fire burning in the town threw the escarpment behind
the beach into sharp relief but obscured the beach itself to eyes
straining through the darkness from seaward" The craft for the
assault were then lowered" These, however, were not the handy LCA
used at Dieppe and in North Africa, aII of which were needed for the
vast attack now preparing at the other end of the Mediterranean"
They consisted of six wooden power-boats each towing two dumb lighters
that had been specially built for the occasion" Scrambling nets were
thrown out and the Marines began to embark. The craft heaved and
tossed on the sweIl, making embarkation difficult for men loaded uP
with 24-hoU.x rations, a full water-bottle, a hundred rounds and at
least one Bren magazine, together with a liberal provision of gren-
ades, slabs of gun-cotton, primers, detonators and. fuses" In
addition, many of the Army men now descending by the shifting nets
had not the long practice of the Marines in this tricky operation.
After some delay the first flight was packed in and the destroyers
steamed away, to return later to a rendezvous where they would meet
the craft back from the beach for the second flight"

It r^ras then that the troubles began* The tow ropes failed to
stand the strain of heavingi and tossing in the swell. Several soon
parted" One broken rope twined itself round the propeller of one of
the power-boats while the whole bow-piece of one of the Iighters was
pulled out by the violence of the sea" Of the six tows only three
were able to struggle with great difficulty to the beach after
wrestlinq for over an hour with the malevolent sea"

To make matters worse the enemy soon began to show an unwelcome
interest in the proceedings" A searehlight began to sweep the sea
at 30-second intervals, the craft were soon spotted., and HMS SIKHr
returning to the rendezvous, was also picked up" A battery of heavy
coastal guns opened fire on her while a crashing fusillade of small-
er xreapons opened on the three sets of barges that were closing the
beach. Major J N Hedley, senior officer in these craft, with orders
to land and establish a bridgehead, shouted "Full speed ahead and.
prepare to land."" As the craft closed in the enemy opened up with
aII he had; 88-mm, sheIIs, mortar bombs and bullets hailed upon
them. The Marines could see the white surf crashing upon the rocks,
while behind them, in the lurid light of searchlights and shell
bursts, SIKH and ZVLV were f ighting th ei.r. last desperate, unequal
battle with the shore batteries. A shell smashed into the leading
power-boat and she began to sink. The dumb lighters were cast off
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and the Marines took to the water,
bullets. The more fortunate found
the slippery wet rocks"

whipped all a,rourid them by
bottom and scrambled up over

Then the dumb liqhters crunched on to the rocks. The Marines
leaped out, many slipping into deep water that completely covered
them" Gasping for breath, dragged down by the weight of water in
their equipment, they clawed their way on to the slippery shelves,
still Iashed by the enemy's fire. As one lighter struck she took
a direct hit from a mortar bomb that blew out her bows. A few of
her company struggled to the shore. A mortar bomb dropped plumb
into another lighter, the burst killing six men"

The remnants of the force got across the beach as fast as they
could and went to ground, butlets screaming over them and the ugly
fragments of mortar bombs that whir through the air like the sound
of the wings of a startled pheasant. The last of the lighters
crashed on to the rocks and overturned, flinging the men into six
feet of water, and many were lost before they gained the beach.

The whole landi-ng had gone astray, The scanty few who survived
were on the vrrong beach, their craft smashed to matchwood on the
rocks, while ouL at sea HMS Z\JLU, after an effort to tow off the
mortally stsricken SIKHr reluctantly abandoned her sister ship and
withdrew, only to be subjected to a series of devastating air attacks
that sank her before she reached Alexandria. Under the circumstances
no one would have blamed Major Hedley if he had thrown up the sponge'
but instead he gathered those who had survived that terrible landing
- fewer than a hundred men-and resolved to do the enemy all the
damage he could.

Though he was under no itlusion as to their plight, he was cheer
ful, determined and inspired every man with him with a vJ-gorous
offensive spirit. Vatiantly supported by Capt Wright, Lieut C N P

Powell, Lieut DyaIl and Sergeant J Povall, he organised his little
force, leading them forward into a wadi under heavy fire.

Sergeant PovaII and three Marines
about 20 enemy advancing on them. They
fIed. A hundred yards farther on they
words of Corporal G T Hunt, one of the
to kill many Italians with bayonet and
mile the force caiae against a prepared
by heavy machine-gun posts.

on the right flank encountered
opened fire and the enemY

met another party. In the
survivors: "We had occasion
bullet." After about half a
defence positionn supPorted

Agaj-nst these Major Hedley led the attack himself, with a well-
aimed grenade putting out of action a machine-gun mounted on a lorry.
During this fight, Hedley, with Sergeant PovaII, attacked a section
post manned by six ItaIians. Povall shot the first but before he
could reload, Major Hedley shot the other five with his revolver.
One of the Corps r notable pistol shots, he never did better shooting
than this. Lieut Dyall led an att-ack on a group of buildings; he
shot one Italian but was kitled by a bultet from another standing in
the shadows. This man was disposed of by Corporal Hunt.

Hedley's aqqressive spirit kindled the whole party. Though aI1
the time they were under fj-re, constantly having to dive to ground
when Verey lights illuminated them, they never hesitated to attack
the enemy wherever they found him, usually with the bayonet. To
quote Corporal Hunt agaj-ni "I heard Sergeant Poval1 weII up in front,
shouting encouragement and appearing to enjoy himself, judging by
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the remarks he was making"
many oceasions " 

t'
I1 e used his bayonet with great effect on

Major Hedley was pressing on as fast as possible, hoping to reach
adequate cover before full daylight" A large party of Italians tried
to surrender but the Marines ignored them in favour of a Breda gun
position which was silenced" Corporal Hunt, who had been wounded in
the left side over the heart but still carried on leading his section,
saved his Commanding Officerrs life" An Italian rushed Hedley, who
for the moment was out of ammunition. Quick as a flash Hunt fired
from the hip and killed the man as he charged"

The wadi ended in a steep, bare slope, swept by fire " engaging
the principal enemy position with fire from rifle and Bren, the
Marines neutralised it sufficiently to get across the skyline" For
the first time sj-nce they landed they were no longer under enemy fire,
but it was a sadly depleted party-only seventeen strong- that Major
Hedley gathered in an old building, where they settled down to clean*
ing their weapons" Corporal White of the RAMC, who had gallantly
stuck to the party, dressed their wounds, but as he hoped to strike
overland under cover of night in hope of reaching British forces, the
Major forbade them to touch water or rations. Then they pushed on
over a high ridge into an rrsrr shaped wadi, at the head of which were
some caves, in which they took shelter" Here Hedley planned to lie
up until nightfall, but during the afternoon a large force of Germans
surrounded the caves" The seventeen were forced to surrender.

Thus ended a failure, illuminated by as fine a courage as any
victory, conducted according to the highest traditions of a famous
Corps" Many of those who survived the ill-fated raid had their
revenge in the fullness of time, when in the ranks of the Royal Mariirne
Commandos, they cane up f:rom the sea once more to smite the enemy"

POSTSCRIPT After the war l{aj SendaII RM joined the staff of
----:- t Dairy Express t as correspondent.

oOo

the

THE COMMANDO ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL SERVICE

AnnuaI rememberance services are held by the Commando Association at
Seaford CoIlege which was formerly LAVINGTON HOUSE, used as Headquarters
Commando Group (Lavington) during the Second WorId War. This takes
place in the chapel on the Sunday before Advent, which this year fell
on the 26 November and was attended by RMHS member Jean Snowdon who
served here with the WRNS, as secretary to General Sturges from May
L944 through to the war's end.

Headmaster, the Reverend Canon Charles Johnson welcomed the visitors
and the service was conducted by the Rev,f E C Nicholl I{C (No 2
Commando), with the first lesson being read by Henry Brown Esq MBE
(No 1 Commando) and the second by Li-eut Richard van der Horst RM
(currently serving with 45 Cdo RM) whose father (CoI Rupert van der
Horst), mother, grandfather and grandmother were also present.

LAVINGTON HOUSE and the nearby BURTON PARK HOUSE, both of which were
commandeered during WW2 for the Commando HQ are near PETWORTH in
West Sussex.
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Books by liernbers

The faitowtng books have been received, wrltten by aenbere,

The Falklands lllltary llachlne by Derek Oakley

Thls book, in a serles rrhlch lncludes rllapoleon's l{tlitary Nachlne and
ldeTltngton, s llflll tary Machlne, f o1lor*s a pract lcal f ormat 51vtng a eeries of
double page articles deplctlng various aspects of the Brltlsh Task Force whtch
sailed tJ ttre South Atlantlc ln Aprl1 and Hay i982. There are lndlvldual
chapters on every type of warshlp frou carriers to mlneaweepers; nl.lltary unlts
from the Royal l.larlnes and Parachute Reglaent to the RAOC and RCT; air Power
from Harriers to hellcopters. But probably utost lmportant are the chapters on

the logistic back up fron our own Conmando Loglsttc Re6lo,ent to the Ships Taken
Up From Trade and support tankers and supply ships.

There are short chapters on diptronacy, strategy, conmand and control'
tactice and weapons. Flnally there are the battlee thenselves' concise accounts
wlthout frlIls. The book is slnply orltten and for the first tlne covers a1]
aspects of the extraordinary nilttary uachlne that r.rent tnto actlon as a result
of the Argentinlan lnvaston of'the Falklands.

The book ls profusely lllustrated with over 200 photographs and maPS 1n

colour and black and r"rhlte. The book 1s excellent background for general
readlng, and glvee a clear account of the canpalSn as seen by the then edltor
of fUi Glohe & laurel. As he says on the dust Jacket ' ti:js book sets out to show

iror.r tiJs vlctory was acconpllshed wlthln the Ttntted resources avatlable, nade
possibJ e wlth a sA'llJed force of highly tralned professlonal soldlers, sajlors
and airmen,

(SpeJJnount - t19,95)

Ava!1able fron the Royal ldarlnes Muaeua or slgned coples direct fron the author,

Please add f2' 25 for postage and packlng.

SAS Operatlons by Jaree Ladd

This excellent account of SAS Operatlons fron thelr beglnnin6s in 194i to the
Falklands ls now auallable tn paperback. Flrst publlshed ln 1986, Janes Ladd

glves an i.nslght into this secretive regi.nent, brlnglng out many facts
prevlously untoid. He follows the fortunes of the Re6lment through deserte and
jungles, highjackln6s and sleges. It shows the special ktnd of aoldier who

volunteers for the unknown, a nan versatlle enough to renpln undetected and

uncomfortable withln a 1OO yards of an enemy for days on end' or to dellver a

baby ln the depths of the Borneo Jun61e.

Particulary revealin6 is the Appendlx giving a Gummary of operatlons
carried out by the SAS from a dlsastrous rald ln North Afrlca in Novennber 1941r

then as the Lon6 Range Desert Groupr to June 1982 and the vital role performed
1n survelllance and ieportlng on Port Stanley before the final battles of the
canpalgn. There are about 300 such operatlons, nearly half of them since ldorld
War 2.

(f'oberf Hale - f5. 95)
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