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LETTERS TO TIE EDITOR

Nhitst every efforf rs *sde fu ensure a$urctfi the responsihitity lies stlely crtl fie authar
rurerned, llluEtrations Jre by by t'in,l F€rilissiLln of ffe tarps Ffutagraphir Library, or rupplied
by the runtributor,

A new edltor ls always beset by difftculties, but these have been 1ar6e1y overooae
by the continued support of ny predecessor, Tony Perett. I feel that lt ls up to
all member:s of the Society to make sone foru of contrlbution towards the Sheet
Anchor from tlme to time, even lf it le only supplying odd sntppets of hlstorlcal
lnfornation whlctr, lf not conqltted to prlnt, nould be lost tn the annals of tloe.
All of us have personal reminlscencesr so why not share then ?

Looktng through the lnterests of neubers, it should be poestble to cover a wide
ranSe of Corps history rithin our pag€s; ancient and uodern; nedals and pictures;
canpal6ns and tradltlons. As you Eay be arare I am starting a Letters colunn in
which it ts hoped members will exchange ldeas. As an example, ny letter about lflilS
Fldeltty in the Globe and l"aurei recently, has produced so nany letters, and indeed
an unpubllshed typescrtpt, that I hope to enlarge on it tn a Speclal Publicatlon in
due course. Hhich reminds me that the next Special Publlcatlon ls Sergeant Harry
Trlght's couprehensive and fasclnating memoirs after he was captured at Zeebrugge.
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FIAR I NES ANtr AIIPH I E I trUS |JARFAFIE Fa r t I
By Lieutenant Colonel Donatd Bi ttner USI'ICR

Amphlblous operatlons have, elther dlrectly or indlrectly, offtcially or unofflclally, been
one of the prlmaryr lf not the prlmary, speciallty and Justiflcatlon for the contlnued
exlstence of Marine mllltary forces. However thls ls also a very broad generallsation. Too
often, there ls an assumptlon that any exerclse or operation lnvolvlng the transportatlon
of ground troops by shlp to an obJectlve area and then landlng then by boat (or now by
alr) over water is an "amphlbious operatlonr'. By thts broad deflnltton, the United States
Marine Corps clains that ln lts hlstory, lt has partlcipated ln over 3OO ',amphlbious
operatlons". (1)

However thls ls too broad a conceptual deflnltion. As General Holland M Smith USMC

wrote in 1946' 'an anphiblous operatlon Js a tactlcal operatlon, wtth the vltd shlp-to-
shore mavement a tactlcai nanoeuvre and not Just a ferry boat rlde,, <D By thls
restrlctlve vlew, to lmplenent thls most dlfficult of mtlltary operations requlred doctrlne,
technlques, equipment, expertlse and trainlng.

In the United States after World War 2, and especlally withln lts Marine Corps, an
assumption aro6e that Amerlcan Manines not only ploneered this capablllty but also dld so
ln relative lsolation, As Jeter Isley and Phltlp Crow1 wrote ln US lrlarlnes and Anphlblous
Har 'for about two decades before the outbreak of the Second World War the Marlnes had
been establlshlng tiease-Ires as speclallsts ln anphlblous doctrlne', (3) Isley and Crowl
also noted that the doctrlne developed by the USMC remained essentially unchan6ed durlng
the war, although the technlques by whlch lt was lmplemented were contlnually refined and
changed.

None-the-1ess, such vlehrs lgnore the efforts and accompllshnents of other natlons
whlch worked ln thls fleld. Although thelr capabillty was not as r*e1l developed as ln the
USA, Japan and Britaln also made progress ln "amphlblous warfare". If thelr efforts dld not
develop as far as those ln the Unlted States, thls can be traced to two reason6; ftrstly
the need of the USMC for a mlsslon and capabillty to ensure lts instltutional survtval;
and secondly, and more lmportantly, the ldentlflcatlon of an tsland enemy (Japan) who, even
if lts maln forces were destroyed ln the anticipated Nelsonlan Paciflc's Trafalgar, would
stlll have Sround forces to be defeated through assaults on lts heavily defended lslands.
Ultlnately, neither Japan (4) nor Britaln rea1ly envlsaged any sltuatlon whereby they would
be expelled from a contlnental posltlon or forward island bases. Thus they would not need
to launch assaults fron the sea to re-establlsh thenselves ashore and ao achleve their
military obJectlves, uslng shlps at sea as their bases and bulldlng up their ml1ltary
strength ashore from zero. Hence thelr developments ln refining doctrlne and the
institutional means to lmplement 1t (such as the Amerlcan amphlblous warfare doctrlne and
the creation of the F1eet Marlne Force as an lntegral part of the US Fleet) never matched
that of the Untted States marltlme forces.

Brltatn and Anphtblous Tarfare Doctrlne

Efforts were being made 1n other countrles ln thls fleld. In Brltain, a rudlmentary
doctrine had been developed by 1939. However this was not as advanced as that tn the USA;

for example, by the conmencement of World War 2, the Brltish had not yet solved the
cruclal lssue of comurand relatlonshlps, nor deslgnated a force to be speclallsts in



offensive amphlbious operatlons, (5) Isley and Crowl commented about Ga11ipoli that 'the
Brittsh had failed to take the Dardenelles because of faulty doctrine, lneffective
techniquest poor leadershlp, and an utter lack of coordinatron bets+een the servlces', (6) a

statement both true but unfair if it is remembered that amphlbious doctrine before World
War 1 and implemented during that conf1lct, had not been developed, as lt 1s now

understood, by 1915, However by 1939 the British were stili wrestling with the lssue of
command relationships and who would be the primary conmander in amphlbious operations.

Gne of the first &-lttch
lant! ing erer cj-r'es r.ras

carr iettl aut for six days
af, Pr:r"tiatrd ln July 1927,

EquaIIy important, at the beginning of World lriar 2, capability and expertlse
deficlencies existed within the armed forces of Britain. In a commentary on the Brltish
entry into Iceland in 1940, the former Chief of Staff of the Iceland Force, MaJor General H

L Davies, made the following reflective and pertinent comments three decades after the
event.

'The Britlsh Adniralty must have appreciated this potentiaL danger as they
r+jfnessed ffie firust into Norway by the Gernan forces, It then becane very Jargely
a question of who couLd establish f.iremselyes ln Iceland first, An establjshed
force in the soufh rnesf corner of lceland r+ould be alnast irnpossibie to evlct, the
reasan belng that to carry out an amphlblaus operation ag:a:nst an establTshed
garrison was not possible in the absence of any forn of anphlbious equipnent, In
1940 the landtng ship fank, personnel, transport, etc, did not exJst, Without
such craft any landing could only be nade by disenbarkation from fransporfs or
warships by neans of snall boats, etc,,,,, As the Germans percelved later in 1940
an oPposed landlng against a strong defence positioned ta protect the south r*esf
corner af Iceiand was not on, f sugg:esf that Britaln would have been in exactTy
the sane pos:t:on if the Gernans had got to Iceland before us,,, Here,
essentially, was a case of 'fTrst 7n, first served,, 0)

During the inter-war erar Brltain had worked in this area of'amphlblous operatlons'or
'combined operations'. But what exactly had been done ? Some ground work on doctrine and
education, much of which has been recently explored by Colonel Kenneth J Cllfford USMCR ln
hls book funphibious Harfare Development lrr Britain and Amerlca fron 192O-1940. (8) Colonel
Cllfford presents the efforts of the few dedicated men who belleved that Britain should
have a doctrlne, capablllty and educational system so as to lmplement amphiblous
operatlons if required, Clifford, in his analysls, clearly reveals the subconscious
Gallipoli complex which exlsted and, most important, the belief that Brltaln would never be
ln a posltion to have to forcefully proJect her combat power ashore agalnst a heavily
defended beach,



Sources

But if this capabillty was not betn6 developed, what exactly was happenlnS ? If we rely

upon the tradltional sources of the historlan, we can u6e as our maln Eource the wrltten

word. colonel Clifford has done 6or and provides a maJor servlce as the reader ls led

through the staff college student requests, staff college commandant reports' various

commlttee studles, and dlscusslons of the sub-comnlttees of the Chiefs of Staff'

Ironlcally, an examlnatlon of such slmllar Gources ln the Royal Marines Museum at Eastney

would reveal many similar items, such as a contlnual dlscusslon of command relatlonshlps

ln copies of lecture notes of varlous lnstructors at the staff colleges from 1919 to 1955'

(9) Ironlc, in that everyone acknowledged that thls $'as lmportant but ln 1939 thls had

st1l1 not been resolved !

ColonelC}lffordalsonoteslnhlsworktheannualexerclsesofanArmyBrtgadewlth
the Royal Navy before the war. (10) But as General Davles lmplled, these had 1lttle effect

by the time the war started; no equipment, tralnlnS, forces or flnal doctrine' Hence' these

N.C.i,. 1 befng hol*ted out
durlttg the LanTash
l,xercirre in tlte fslrc of
Arran tfi 1935.

can be Eeen a6 possible 'adventure tralnlngt, but not exerclses leadlng to a real
operatlonal capablliy in case of rrar. Hence, the focus of this plece will not be upon them.

However, other sources can be used whlch reveal what the Brltish concentrated upon

the lnterwar era. In 1955, A J P Taylor publlshed hls Engltsh Hlstory 1914-1945' the
fifteenth volume in 'The Oxford Hlstory of England', In hls essay on sources, he noted the
traditlonal use by and the ensulng strong reliance of hlstorlans on the wrltten word;

Taylor also stressed that historlans too often overlooked other types of sources which are

useful to understandlng the past. These include, for the 19th and 20th centurles'
photographs and other related types of vlsual and audlo souces. (11) At the Royal Marlnes

archives in Eastney there 1s iust such a source which provided a clue as to what was

happening in the lnterwar era, the photographlc records. This ls a bountlful source whlch

generally has not been exploited except for general lllustrative materlal to lnclude in
books. But approached as a source. lt reveals more than Just plctures supplementlng a

written text.

There ls an old trulsm that 'a plcture ls worth a thousand words'. How true !

Photographs, palntlngs and plctures can, if used wtth a proPer conceptual approach with

ensuing analytlcal lnerpretatlon, also convey quickly what mlght take paSes of writlng' or

mj.nutes or hours of lecturlng, llstenlng or readlng. For example, Brttlsh naval hlstorlans



The flrst *.atclad rrarslr-fp
HIilS Harrlor t fioel
restored, ln Partsuouth
where slre Js on dlsplay as
part of the ld.eval lbrttage
scelle"

have dj'scussed the lmpact of the launching of HMS Waffior in 1860. Thls flrst armoured and
steam powered (but stil1 wlth salI) vessel lndeed contributed a maJor change ln naval
warship desl8n, wlth eventual lmpacts on recrultlng, life at sea, englneerlng and weaponryr
etc. But the lmmedlate impact in 1860 can be exa6gerated. One picture (or tour of Warrlor,
now fully restored as a museum at Portsmouth) clearly reveals that, desplte the
revolutlonary changes in power plant and hull protectlon/constructlon, the baslc deslgn of
the ship lndlcates that here was a vessel concelved as conceptually servlng wlth Nelson at
Trafalgar ss oPPosed to Jellicoe at Jutland. Note the salls and the allgnnent of her Eunsl
with the maln ftrepower positioned along the port and starboard sldes of the shlp. In
conceptual deslgn, HMS lfarJor was clearly a de facto 18th eentury man-of war. <tZ)

Royal Navy and Royal lrlarlne rnterHar coastar r.andtng Exercisee

In the inter-war perlod, the Royal Navy and Royal Marines conducted a serles of naval
Iandlngs at various locatlons along the coasts of the Brltish Isles, Between 1925 and 1g35,
these occurred almost annua1ly, and were elther large manoeuvres or smaller local
exercises or studles. The maJor exercises were held atl

1925

LS27

1928

I 929

1 930

1 933

i 934

i935

Undetermlned

Portland, Dorset

Isle of Grain, Kent, between the Thames and the ldedway

Falmouth, Cornwall

Milford Haven, Pembroke, Wales

Fort Cunberland, Eastneyr portsnouth, Hampehire

Fort Cumberland, Eastney, portsmouth, Hampshlre

Lam1ash, Isle of Arran, Scotland

fn addltlon, snaTTer exercJses occurred ln these years ln whlch varlous types of equlpnent
were tested, but without the partlclpatlan of najor fteet unlta,

The photographlc record of these exercises provldes a clue as to what the Royal Navy
and Royal Marlnes were doing ln these years. Wlth respect to wrltten evidence, only one
document was found within the archlves * the orders for the landing exerclse at portland
between 18-23 July 1927, The obJect of this exerclse clearly states what was happenlng
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Prograrnme of Landing Exercises at Portland.

lSth-23rd July, l92i .

Objcct of the Ercrcise
(1r'1,1(.rLf!rlr,(li,,tli'rdirr{lilti.ljLr!,.rLr{lre-crnhir.kjLr(l\0r.rri$iIrIr.rril!r

llrL S..r l.r(jLit I)!i(n.c ,,4 ,! r.rrrr )rlrr \i,.ai Ilasc irr \\,rrr .

ll'li,rrr,i,r.rlrrrr:Lirlr.rh,ilr,,l.,Irc!|(tfllcllirnfilncntirrrllh.r!.r..irr\
('t,,tLr(t iL, t,n! ,,i ll.ll \1,,1,r , \ i'1, !n)er{circ!.

2. Special Idea.
'l sl,,,ir.h I3.l-. llli. \ i L. (-,orrsrntl r$,, L:rrh .\-T.C. Gur', rnd 1 Porrahlc S(rchlilnr tr.r..r

l,(r ern5.Lrl:rrl .r H.)1.i. 'llrrih,)s, ltuiIh.r \Lrlr ihe !(trLr!nr,rrt f(r IxildinS rrrd .5r.Lllilr{

1),, ll;r )d rir.i r1- \ rr r:i. h,tr. hrtn clte rLL h! r Srrikrn{ Force, ud r prelirnrrrrr rrlc,r:-
n,r:!-,!r.r ilr,rde,ir ilr. -'rr, r :fr\ iL) irrolcct thc SoL:rh<rn errtrrIce to the Ilarbour.
li.ltS.'11.,r5,,r'rL rrr.L:.l.tNr,,f thrlSrhlll!xLrh,,Ld.r\bhndandinstall thc:cdricL;tr,.

lll.:. --r L.l:, h. l.Lr(l(dii.j,r.lrCrLrs, 7jTo,r:).

3. Progr^m-e (orovisiooal).

lsih 1L)i , .1,,i!. f,rrirr I)Jrtllnd, hnd xnrt iir,lrLl (l(fetrces.

l0rir lLLi!. P l.ri.e 6ri,rg fn)n 6inch ilrd I i,rch Guns.

:l:r-ll,i'l l',1!. Dr\L,,.,iirt x,rd rc-crnbi,k.

4. tA* for Guns and Searchlight:. (rce plan).

RiirE Iir\r,r
Ilrra i! Ikrl

5. Landins Places. (scc plan).

ll[liLj -\'tlricLrq rnrl Ctrinr Eqf]onrcrrt
CL iloys H1)i sLi llL\crr ... R.iI.{iLrLfS Sl,).ri.

C,)r{lLLr ,1 Ii,),tr1ri,v.......7 t.n G!. oI trLh!rl.rr pliLr,
io,rnj, (ir rrlttrircd).......Gir1r) r,rd Portr pi:,nt
....../\r r. :l,l. or.)..... ..\\1r.,-

7. Tran!port A"ailable.
Lrndi"ear,tr MI v.hicl.r

\l r ,, I-.,, i i,r l- Lii l. il.,llr T r.t,,L.

L -, i. .rr' l. I'1, r i. I Ii', (llr..)
I'i r i i\ (SL\-s lr( Lr l
I-.,,1rt.1)f Lc,.rtrtirl
i. ,r (l:.n I Prl.ur)r rit.l

a.rilc.t
I Grr'L.LLr.r :, . a

L i i,reh Fl..\. .l i.r!rl-
l. lirr| l'jlrtlL,rL)ls )
l. E:'glc (T$ ) \\'hccl! L]

8. Personnel Employed.

Oflic.rr Oih.r Rrnh. Totnl.

18 290 308

9. Attached Plan o[ Portland.

1,,,1,,q1,.,,.-. st.'i,) 1-i,ri. I'])-rrL,rr:,,illr(1,i,,:Lrr,r\,.rt(l H.ll.S."B.rrb.\\'b.rtl)
irr .ir r.lrt(l IliLil.

thet year, would contlnue to be done
subsequent exerclses before the war, t

even occur durlng the Second World War
actual operatlonal areas such as Icek
between 1940-42. The orders for portlt
conslsted of a one page cover letter w:

an attached single page plan of Portla
The 'obJects of the exerclset were twofol

1. To test methods of landir
lnsta111n6 and re-embarklng typl<
arnament for the Sea Front Defer
of a temporary Nava1 Base 1n War

2, To explore the practicability
conveylng typlcal armament and i
necessary equlpnent ln one of
Ships ln an emergency (13)

ldhai does the photographlc evlderl
reveal ? Continulty between 1927 E

1935 in what $ras done, and slmilarly
the years prlor and after those dates. T

orders for the exercise at Portland
1927 could also be those for the ensul
years. Also, the photographlc evldence f
1927 1s interchangeable for the exercls
held before and after July of that ye{
and in some lnstances ln Iceland ln
operational envlronment durln6 World W

2,

The lmpllcatlon 1s clear. T

Admlralty dld not envlsage a forced ent
agalnst a prepared chorellne or beach

Be**,een the vars, ltttle
thau9ht seens to have fun
given to nounting ererc/ss
in a tactlcaT setting, An

arfrourd tractor berrg
hoisted asirore.



heavlly defended by an eneny. Instead lts offlclals thought ln terus of selzlngr
without opposition, a temporaiy naval base or port and then defendlng lt: this could

occur as plrt of a prevloisly antlclpated and planned operatlon, or in reactlon to an

energency sltuatton. A1so, the Royal lrlarlnee, lnstead of belng deslgnated as

Brltaln, s force for offenslve anphlllous operations in the inter-war period' were

developlng an orgarrf=utton f* the defence of such bases and ports, the Mobtle Nava1

Base Defence orsanls:;:, 
:::'-. part fotTows tn the next rssue
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Brtiirh conbin.d oPlrttlon..

Io. Clifford pp 69 473

Il, AJp Taytor Engrirh Hietoty tgl/ -19/t5 (oxford: oxford unlv.r.ity FrtsE 1965) PP 609-61O. Th. Aitric.n filn hiEtorlln',

LarDy suid, hat tlkrn tht cgnccpt tuFth.r rnd apptiad it to filh, vlteinq fils. ri both tnteet'inh'nt -nd'tourcc

docuD-nte,i rr. Larry suid 6uar .dd gtoty: 6Fe.l emrrcrn utt novia. (R.rdin9, lltttichutltttl Addiron-LlrIrcy PubliBhinE

co, tgTe): Df sutct is curt-nity etr gork on r book 0n tht fitnr of tht virtn.D ahd PoEt-vi'tn-n -ret: ht rD"ntly

condust.d rt th. us}lc HtrtortGrl c.ntef on I8 l{ov.nbrr I988. prof.rriontl d-v.l€P..nt B-trin.r titlrd'Hcllyeood' thl

llarih-r rhd thc viatn.h Elr.i rany o, thE brsic idrrr of thr fita tr r'tsurc- decun.nt' (ln conc'Pt riLilrr to AJP

T.ylor,s vlay3 on photogrephr) eara rrtlcul-tad by o. suid ind ih. Hirtgitcrl clntrc he5 t irantqtiPt Gf thc

prrrcntrtion. (Hartni coDpr Hittorical c.rter, Buttding 58, uerhingior Nrvy Yrrd, Ulrhlieton oc 2037'-oggo)

12, For e briaf dttcuErlon of Hl.lg fraarior, rr. conrad Dixon srriPi of th. vi.iorirn 
"rvy 

(south.tpton: Arhford Pr'tt

publiBhing, in rrBoci.i,lon olth Thr soci-ty for Ntuiicrl Rrtrr.ch r9a7) PP t06-107, rn l9g7 Hlls &'rrr'or u.5 oP'ned '5 
e

n-rtor.d navrl rutruu at portthouth; +h- guidrr ifrdicrt. rh. vlt origln.lly Eoncaivtd rnd buitt ar r sth r-i' frigti''

13, nfi Archlv.r. pFog..n.. of Laf,ding €'xcr€iff. .a Portt.dd lE-23 Jury Ig27 *ih no dtt. qr ltBulnq .utho'1tv' Thir

doEur.nt orginelly in ARCH lStll/64 in 1983, but no tong-r thrr- ln l9B7'

t4. Jreir D L-crd 1Ir. Ror,.l E.tlnr. I9r9-ryao (London: Jrni't, l98o) pp 3€t-3g4. ThlB P.ri of App.ndlx 4 ir titl-d'ltobtlc

t{rvrr Blrc o-tcncc org-EiB-tion3,. sr. rrro th. l{fiBoo ororntEatton trblrr in APP.ndix 2 c al7. col cllfford al'o

dlr.ustel thr rot. aftd miErlon ol thr RoyrI il.rinrr vith rp.€l-l aiPh-Ei3 on ih. lladd.n RrPorl al l92t -nd entuiftg

diEcutEign in tubr.quant y.rrr. Although tn gmiral thar. lB dit€uerlon, r.GgnL.rd-tiont for rn ot'rntivc role for thrs'

rnd thcr. ir no dirtgr.attnt elth thir ln thtory, ln rrallly nothing 9aE lvar dgn. to ifrplGr'nt ihis' Th- ilarlnet

€ontinuod tE fultilt thsir trrdltionrl fola o, provlding rhip'B dctachiantE, and t-Et.d to rciz. ttiPo'3ty adv'nced n'v'l
' b-rc. rnd thln d.trnd lh.n. 6r. pp IO-19, rt rhoutd b. nqtad that p.rt ot th. offlc.t d.v.ttPh.nt cuFriculur et th'

fi.rin. Barrrckr, eurntico, Virginia, grrdu-lty ty6tvrd torrrd3 the irrching of off.ntlvl -nPhibiouE ope'stlontl by thr

nid-3oE thlt vaB ihl Fti.rly focur ot conFrny rnd field otfic.rt.ourtlt, Hov.Ytt th- USl,lC rlro t-ulht in ih' 3oE - onl-

yatr B.tl Oaf-nta courff, ont of rhort graduata-, Brig Gan Rob3tt Drvtrcux, Gohfrtnd.d th. llrrin'r durihg ttrc d.''oc' of

Urka i-lrnd in Dicarber t9aI. Foa r dlrcurrlon of thir rrpa€t of th. -volutlon of thr rtudy 0f lnPhibieut e-Dtat'' tEe

oonald F Blttn.F ,curFiculur Evolutiont tltrin. cslpe corntnd rnd st.ff coll39. l92o-t993' r copy of ehich it rctaln'd bv

th. Rll Archivtt tt Er-tn.Y,
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SI T,IBHENTIJH REQUIRIS
The story of the Royal ltlarines South Africa and Chlna !{enorla}..so far

By Captatn John Coleby

llhen Queen Victorla's Dlano'nd Jubllee nas celebrated ln 1897, as the trophlee of
Enpire accumulated ln London, senlor officers of the Roya1 liarines nere concerrred
that the Corps had very little to show there for the devoted eervlc€ of nany ,teEr€.
For sooe tlne tt had attracted ltttle publlc attention as lt soldiered on per Earc
stth the ll,avy and pertodlcally per tercaa to help out the Arny. It sould be polLttc
to hetghtan the proftle of the nost useful body of men ln Her ltlaJesty's Imperlal
forces. But how ?

In the nlne months frou November 1899 to July 19OO, the Cops pulled off a

remarkable double. The sharp enSaSeuent at Graspan tn Cape Colonrt rras followed by

the dogged defsrce of the Pekln Legation, topped off by the asard of the Vlctorla
Cross to Captatn Lewls llalliday RI'ILI. Both htt the headltnec and caught the publtc
lnaglnatlon, 'Er llalerlty'e fiollles had done thetr stuff and Slowtng reports fron
Hinston Churcfilll, $ar correspondent, auon6 others told how.

Alnoct at once, and long before the Boer Har sas over or the Chlna tmrest
ended, a Counlttete rras forned in London to organlse a menorLal to offlcers aud nen

of the RldA and Rl'lLI who had been killed or dled tn South Afrlca and Chlna. In
lfovember 19OO subscrlptlons wtlre called for fron all servlng and retired Roya1

ldarines. A proposal to set up a Charitable Fund to help the wldoss and orphans of
the fallen got short shrlft - the Eoney likely to be ralsed would not be enough to
be useful. A monument sas what was wanted, public and pronlneit recognltlon of
the bravery and devotlon of the Corpc. A suggestlon that lt should be extended to
cover the shole 'Vlctorlan era' nas not accepted. The long awalted opportunlty was

not to be nasted.

A slte was needed. Ttre Conultteers flrst ctrolce was the €ipace in front of the
Royal Exdrange tn the Clty of London, rthe Centre of th llnlnerser, rhere a uonunent
nould both be sultably vlstble and nark our hlstoric connectton wtth the Tralned
Bands. The Corporatlon's Streets Connlttee dtd not see lt quite that way and nade

alternatlve suggestlons, whlch the Corpe' representatives tn turn found unable to
accept. Staleuate, for the tine betng.

lleanwhlle tn fune 19Ol ran enlnent sculptor volunteered hrt servlce and

advice to the Conulttee, and has furnlshed a design of a nonunent shlc*t has been

crltlclsed in nost favourable teras by the leadtn5 artlsts of the day. PhotoSraphs

and descri.ptlons of thle deslgn trtll ehortly be sent to all nembers of the
Connlttee, and to Dlvislons, etc, free crltlcisn betng lnvlted." Lieutenant Colonel G

T Onslow [HLI, tlonorary Secretary of the Coruaittee, who t 6s servlng in the
Adniralty Recrulttng Departnant at the time, was plainly an operator and flxer of
sone sk111, and had the btt betreen hts teeth. There 6ne ceveral reports tn The

Glofu t taurel llke FIhe H'on Secretary of the fund therefore takes upon hlnse1fl
subject to the approval hereafter of the Connlttee at thelr next neetln5' to say

that the fund wlll not be closed unttl the monunent is erected and all expenses
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thereof futly paid.il and, referring to the locatlon'tro other authorlties have been

approached offlcially wlth reference to any posstble site, though trnofflcially'
enquirles have been made to pave the $ray.'

A problen sas ,,....that it takes a very 1on5 tloef even in these days of qulck

translt, for letters, etc, to reach the utternost parts of the world, and so bring

to the notlce of all nembers of the Corps, active and retired, the fact that any

such uemorial is contenplated.' The tion Secretary published metlculous details in
The GLobe & Laurel of all subscriptions as they came in'

The Counittee had decided that f,l,200 gould be needed, remarking 'It is
esti[Eted that a contribution of one day's pay fron all ranks now serving would

alone produce the sum of about c2,OOO.' By 31 July 1901, f1,19't-5r10d had been

received or promlsed. Fatrly soon after that, nith nore pronpting by the lfonorary

Secretary, sho was also Hon Treasurer, f1'28+-9s-9d ras in hand and work could

begin.

The .eminent sculptor, volunteer was Captain Adrian Jones, late Veterinary

corps, t'ho hod retlred in l89o after 23 year6 servLce with the Royal Horse

Artllleryr the 3rd Hussars, The Queen's Bays and 2nd Life Guards' tle had served ln

the Abysstnlan t{ar (1868), the first Boer Tar (1881} and the Nile Expedition (1884)

and in Ireland and Indta. Havtn6 extribited paintings and statuettes at the Royal

Acadeny in the 188Os while stlll serving, he attracted the notlce of the Prince of

Tales at the Academy in 1891 trtth the nodel of his 'quadriSa' Sroup entttled
,peace.. HRH thou8ht that a full sized castlng of it rould look sell atop the Arch

on Constltution Hill whictr fron 1846 to 1885 had had the massive statue of the

Duke of Tellington now in Aldershot, stuck on it. The designer of the Arch in 1828'

Declmus Burton, had intended tt to
carry a sculpture of a chariot and

horsee anysay. The problen was Eorreyr

but firoe the Prlnce of llales had

become Edward VII, Herbent Stern' a
banker, put uP the cash. In 1905 ttlr
Stern became Lord lilchelhan of
Hellingly. In 1907 the sculpture Has;

cast and put uP where it still is:
Captain Jones rras appointed I'M. The

castlng reighed 38 tons and cleared a
railway brtd6e by only half an inch on

route froa the fotmdry of Holltnshead
& Burton at Thames Ditton, Surrey.. The

Royal trlarines liemorlal etas one of the
many tasks that Adrlan Jones took on

to ke'ep his nork before the publlc'
and earn a crust, durtng the fifteen
years the Offtce of Horks sat on hls
uasterplce. It was also Sood practtce
for hln and the foundry ln the lar6e
scale bronze-castlng techniques both
rorks requlred.

The orlglnaT engravlng clepicting
the sculPtor's ldea af what the
f inlshed Royat lierJnes l'ler,orlal
nmu-Id Taok like,
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But hls ftrst deslgn for the Royal l,tarines ran lnto trouble. l{o trace of the
origfual brlef, lf there ever nas a sritten one, remalns, but one gets the feeltng
there was a certain anount of lnternal Corps pollttcs involved. The Hon Secretary
wa€ equal to the occasion, and careful to keep everyfire lnforned by fu}1 and

regular reports in lte GTobe & lawzl.

On 18 JuIy 1901, then '...The opinions of l{embers (of the Conmittee), both
indtvtdually and a€i nepresenting Dlvisions, havin6 been heard and a letter fron Sir
John Coloab havlng been read, it appeared that nhile all adntred the artlstic
effect of the destgn as a work of art, lt rms not consldered sultable to the
purpose in vlen, betng not sufflciently true to fact and there bein6 no dlrect
allusion to Chlna, or the princlple (sic) achievenents shictr have brought fresh
honour to the Corps both in South Afrlca and Chlna, vi:z: - Graspan, the defence of
the Legation in Pekln, and other actions ln China, while layinS undue euphasls
upon the work of only a small portlon of the total nunbers enga6ed ln the two
caupalgns.'

Uhereupon the Gonnittee proceeded to pass a resolution "Proposed by llaJor
Thite (Chathan), seconded by Lieut-Colonel Hearle (Portsmouth), the a.7 gun should
be renoved and in its place two bronze figures substltuted, one represantlng a

Itarlne wounded lying down on or falling to the ground, the other stardlng over
hin, on by hio, or at the 'Char6e' bayonet flxed. &r the sldes of the pedestal bas

reliefs representln6 scenes in Chtna and South Afrlca respectively. ..."

It seens probable that the Hon Secretary (an Rl,tLI officer) had reallsed what

the reaction to the flrst deslgn was likely to be, and had 'taken upon hLuself' to
ask Captain Jones for other ldeas before the Connlttee net. It ls most unlikely
that l,IaJor Thite could have dreamed up what is effectively a descriptlon of the
final deslgn, and a coupletely dlfferent concept and compoeition, dutng the course
of the meeting.

That Lieut General French RIilA, in the Chair, thought about the chan8e ls not
recorded, but he did not apparently dlssent from either the c-rltlclsm or the
resolutlon, though he nust have been sorrlr to lose the it.7 gun. Tt sas further
decided that tn view of the voluntary offer made by Captafu Adrian Jones, and

considering the extra expense that nould be entailed by applyfug to other
sculptors, etc, to request Capt A. Jones in the fir6t instance to prepare desiSns
on the lines indlcated, subject to such uodifications as he night suggest.'

One other resolution hr6s passed that day - "The prospect of such a site
being found in the Clty being doubtful, it nas resolved, on a motion of l,laJor
General t{right, seconded by Colonel Canpbell ADC, RttlA - That an appeal be nade in
the first place for a site adjotuing the Adniralty Buildin6s.r

Altogether a most productive ueetlng, beautifully handled. The Corpe had a

deal rith Captain Jones that he would, for €1,2OO and subject to their approval,
uodel the sculpture and have tt cast tn bronze, carve the bas rellefs and

inscrlptlons, assenble the whole and have it erected. The [I'on Secretary had

obviously rpaved the way' successfully as there ls no mentlon of any further
trouble with the site. Less than a year after the siege of the Legation had been

ralsed, lts lt[emorial was well on its way.

-l
I

I

I

I
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The full nenbershlp of the Conmittee uas given as:

Ilorl. *retary
and Trasurer

Lieutenant General A French CB RltA

l,tajor General Sir foseph Phllips XCB

tlajor General H P t{ri5ht RI'ILI

Itlajor General G F Blake
Captain Sir John Colonb KClre ltP

Colonel t{ Campbell ADC, reprwenting the RltlA

Lieut*Colonel Parkyns Hearle, r-;pt:es,anting Portsaouth
Dtvtsiwl

Lieut-Colonel A E Horniblow, reprwnting PTyaouth
Dlvlslotr

trlajor H S lleville Shlte, rcpwanttng Chathad Divislwt
Captatn D llercer, repre*ntrn6: RI{ Depot

Lleut-Colonel G T Onslos RI{LI

The next snag they hit was the obJectlon by the Offtce of Horks in August

tgo2 to the forn of the pedestal (shich had already been cut out Ln stone) "as

being unsuitable to the position the monuuent is to occupy in St James's Park and

lnadequate to the bronze figures it rras to bear and the Flrst Connlssioner of

Torks reconmendd that an architect of some reBohrn should be asked to deslgn a

new pedestal.'

The architect secured was indeed renorrned - ldr T G Jackson RA was to be

created Slr Thonas Jackson Bart, RA in 1913. He had designed the Nes Exanination

Chalrz,an
ilepbers;

Schools at Oxford together uith the
Bridge of Sighs and nany additions to
the Colleges, and to the Bodleian and

Radcliffe Librarles there. He went on

to liuseums, the Law School and Llbrary
at Canbridge and the Lincoln College
Library back at Oxford. He had worked

on the Cathedral and ltrospltal of St
Cross at l{inchester, Bath AbbeY'

Christchurch Priory and Great lilalvern
Priory; he was ln denand from Public
schools for netr bulldi-ngs. He hras a
Past llaster of the Art l{orkers Guild
and had been elected AR in 1892, RA

in 1896.

It f,ras sald of hin xln the
absence of a Netl Archltecture, Jackson

offered a solution to the dllenma
betneen Gothic and Classic with his
own ver:sl-on of the late sixteenth and

early seventeenth century style, whlc*t

acquired the niclnames'Jacksonbethan'
and'ing:lo-Jacrkson'.'

The unvel-7lng of the Royal ltk,rines
liftlaorlal by H, R, H. The Prince of
ffales on 25th APrtl 1903. It was

orlglnaTly slted ln the Caabridge

EncTosure in St James's Park'
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l[ore lnportantly for the fu.p., he trhas ktndly 6lven his advlce and ttne ln
prepartng a netr deolgn, slthout any charge for hi.s servLces. llr Jaclcson, knowlng
that expense was a 6reat obJect, so nodifled the forrner deslgn that the extra
cost has been kept as low as posslble." f15O in the end. The subscrlbens sho had
to find an extra €1OO at once tere assured that rthe whole monuuent a6 now
planned' especially the bronze flgures and bas reliefs, have been *arrnly approved
of by the preeldent and other leadtng nembere of the Royal Acadeny who have seen
the destgn." But lt wasn't enough to get Captain Jones elected to the Acadeny then
or later.

On Saturday 25lh- Aprtl 19O3 at 3.3O pn the great monent arrlved. HRII The
Prince of llalee KG, C,olone1*tn-Chtef of the Royal llarlnes, cane to the Canbrtdge
Enclosure h St Jaues's Park hard by the Adniralty ll,ew Butldlngs between the lrtall
and the Horseguards Parade, to unvell the Royal ltiarlnes l{enorlal. He and the
Prlncess of Ta1es rere greeted by a Royal Salute from a Guard of llonour conpoeed
of Royal lt[arines who had served in South Afrlca and Chlna, conmanded by llaJor A E
Ilarchant CB, The Colonel-in-Chlef, acconpanled by Field ldarshal Lord Roberts VC KG,

lately C*in-C in South Africa, tnspected the Guard and turned to recelve a
respectful address from Lieutenant General French CB mIA, Chalraan of the
Connlttee.

He said, amonS other approprlate thi-ngs, xit was resolved that as the Corpe
of Royal ldarlnm nas not reprsented by any nonunent in the l,letropolls, a sul"table
statue should be erected ln a proninent positlon ln London.,..*

Hhen describing the bas rellef, he went on r0f three Offlcers, Royal ltlarlnes,
at the Le6atlon at the connencement of the slege, one rras kllled and both the
others nere wounded, consequurtly, sr the occaslon depicted, the msr rere under
the command of Captatn lrlyers, of the United States tiarlne furp., and nere led to
vlctory by one of our gallant cousins fron the other side of the Atlantic."

Lleut General French dtd not nentlon that that particular attack 'squad'
contalned 15 Russlan marlnes a6 nell as 14 Yanks and 27 Ltneys and went tn
durtng the small hours of the Fourth of July 19OO. In fact, apart frrom the
reference to Captain John T llyers USIE, the lnternational nake-up of the Legatton
pound defenders was played dosn. It nakes fascinatlng readtng today:

British (a11 Rli)
Russian
French
Austrian
Geraarr
Anerlcan
Italtan
Japanese

79
75
75
60
50
50
50
25 Total 46tt

Another statistlc shlch was not uade too nuch of at the celebrations were
the actual losses at Graspan. The llaval Brigade started 25 Noveuber l89g wlth a
nonlnal strength of about 4OO, of crhom 2OO rrere blueJackets and 2OO Rt{A and
Rlilf, nearly all of then reffectlves' - lt was early days in the campaign. It ras
conmltted to a frontal assault on the kopJe held by ,tOO Boers of a commando, wlth
the l,larlnes tn the lead, and fire support frou lts orm guns and Aruy untts on the
flank. The attack' uphlll" hlas pre€sed hone with 6reat courage and deternlnatlon
to conplete aucsess. The Boers abandoned the positlon and lost more Een as they
withdrew ln dlsorder.
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Inttlal reports of the battle, which rightly pralsed the Royal ltlarlnes for
thetr part in it, added a gloes to the effect that the attacking force had lost
'over half lts strength killed and nounddr pressing on rgardless. It was this
aspect, 'the butcher's billr, which rras much bandied about in the press and
elsenhere at the tine, but does not realIy stand up under close examinatlon. The
total fatalities - killed in actlon and died fron disease - of RUA and Rl,lLI in
South Africa 1899-1902 were only three officers and tnent5two other ranks, of
whom some caue from shlps which were not even on the station in 1899. The
nedlcal servicesn though improved since Florence t{ightingale's time, were still a
1on8 tay from the standards they achieved ln 1917-18. llortallty anong the
wounded, particularly fron rifle flre, nas relatively high stiIl. The butcher's bill
was a nyth, but tt had served its turn. Nevertheless it could have embarassed the
counittee and lts fund-raisers if it had been notlced. In fact, to beat a tough
opponent like Brother Boer in a hand-to-had ftght, shile taklng only light
casualtles, is nore credit nilitarily, but that was not the point.

&te thing whlch sas not made clearn by Lieut General French or anybody else
then or later, was why the attack led by Captain ltlyers was taken as the subject
for the bas relief rather than the deed or deeds whlch won Captain Halllday his
Vlctoria Cross. Anyway Brevet liaior Halliday and Brevet lrlajor Uray wene both

present to natch HRH, with the asslstance of Captain Jones, pull the cord shich
revealed the ltlenorial to an admiring cronrd. A large number of 8uests had been
tnvited by the Conmlttee to rlitness the cerenony, anon6 whom were Adniral Sir
John Fisher GCB, Captaln Hls Serene Highness Prlnce Louls of Battenberg @B, etc
(slc) RH, Rt Hon Austen Chanberlaln l,[P, Captain J Jel]lcoe CB, RN, Captaln !l P A

llankey R]iILI and the Naval Attaches of Geraany, Austria, Japan and the Untted
States of America.

In the evening of the great day, the Royal tlarines Officers Dinner CIub nhich
had constituted ltself at its ftrst General lleeting that norning, held the first
of its Annual Dlnners, at the ltletropole Hotel, wlth the Colonel-in-Chief presldlng
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and one hundred officers present. The Band of the Chathan Division attended, under
Lieut J Tright, Bandnaster.

That should have been that; but of course it wasntt. In January 1gO4 it 1gas
found desirable to ftt bronze panels to the front and rear of the pedestal, more
fittin6ly and peroanently to record the lnscription and names of the seventy ranks
colnnenorated. They are stlll very clearly legible today. It added another f,l2o to

the total cost; the work was undertaken by Captain Jones, who put in the lowest

tender. And the Office of Horks wanted f15 for 'upkeep'.

On 18 lrlay 19O4 the Connittee net for the last time to sfud itself up. The

Hon Secretary was still Colone1 G T Onslow CB RltlLI and there had been two ctran6es

of Dlvislonal representatives; Rl,l Depot did not attend. The ftnal balance sheet

showed that tn 19OO-04, subscriptions to 31 January 1903 had amounted to f139O-

l5s-7d nith a further f122-8s-9d to 31 January 1904, whlle the sale of tickets
for the Unveiling had made f15-3s-6d, a total of f1528-7s-10d. Fron thls Captain

Jones had been pald €12OO on flrst contract, f115 for alterations to the pedestal

and f12O for the extra bronze panels, lrir T Jackson f15-16s-Od for drawings and

C1erks. time, Messrs Howlem f,27 for a platform, etc, for the unveilinS' shile
posta6e, printing, statlonery and Clerica1 Assistance had come to f29-1s-9d. After
deductlon of the Office of !{orks' f15 'upkeep' a balance of f,6-10s-ld renalned

which was donated to the new union Jack Club. All documentation was consigned to
the Royal llarines Office for safe custody. The Hon Secretary received a well
deserved vote of thanks. He had extracted subscrlptions from no less than 118 I{l'I

Shtps with Rltl Detachments enbarked,

The Royal lrlarines !{emorial remained in the Canbridge Enclosure for thlrty-
seven years, where it could be clearly seen from the lrlall and the Horseguards

standing tn front of the Adniralty. In Decenber 1940 the AdJutant General was

infonaed by the Civil Lord that it - and the RN Division llemorial Fountain - trould
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have to be moved to make roou for the Cltadel rhlch llas to be butlt to house the
wartime operatlons and sl6nals headquarters. It was taken into store at Hollonay
Bros Depot, l{ine Elns Yard, Battersea.

In ilovember 19+6 a plan to erect the llemorial in the posltton lt nosr
occupies on the north side of the ttlall in front of Adniralty Arch nas approved by
The Fine Art Connission, but nothing happened until late 1948, when with conplete
absence of ceremony lt rras put back up. And there it is.

Captain John T llyers USHC, who had been wounded in 'the actlon depicted.
went on to a successful career in hls orrn Corps, rislng to t{aJor General. He
retlred In 1935' $as prouoted Lleutenant General on the Betired List in 1942 and

died tn Florida in 1952 at the age of 81. There is a short account of hls ltfe in
the Chrlstnas 1976 GTohe & LaureJ. He had landed with 2O llarines to capture Guam
fron the Spantsh on his way to China via the Philippines and Japan. General Slr
Lewis Halllday lIC KCB lived on ln retirenent and when he died ln l,tarch 1g66, aged
95, he was the oldest surviving holder of the VC. Sir Thonas Jackson Bt RA 1lved
to 89 and Captain Adrlan Jones lrtV0 to 93. They were pretty durable in those days.
Their ltleuorial will be only 86 years old this year.

It sould be nlce to knos for sure sho had the idea for the tr*o figures. They
nake a tautly dramatic conposition, free of the nythlcal over*elaboration popular
at the time - winged angels, fluttering doves, rearing horses and so forth. It
exPresses very well the modest but brave and generous splrit whlch Royal lriarines
at their best personlfy. It seems ltkely that the two nen are intended to reflect
the Rl{A and R}ILI components of the Cor?s then. In the }*rakl fleld service uniform
represented one cannot deternine the arm they belong to - and both were ln actlon
together in South Africa and Chlna. The nen are plainly soldiers and, apart froo
the Corps badge, only the dolphin supporters spnbolise the naval service.

Footnote: HNS Doris landed rYarunes and Bluejackets with the Navai Brigade and
two of her Privates were killed at Graspan, It was nat until February lgOO tlrat
one Midshipnan in tJ:e shlp nanaged ta get ashore and jaln in, so }re nissed the
battle, vhlch was probably Just as rell for he rr'as a pugnacious lad - Mr Andrew B
Cunninghan RN.
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EXTRACT FROI{ A IIEDICAL OFFICERS JOURHAL - CHETE 1941 Part III

22 ltay l91l

Surg Lt Sugars and LSBA Black went out for ratlons at 0530 whlch 1s the only tlne we dare

send for them. Durlng the day it is far too dangerous to move on the roads about here, and

at night we are far too busy collectlng wounded and operatlng. We recelved a lot more

wounded from the Wireless Statlon thls mornlng.

Last ntght about a dozen lrlaorls walked ln and astonished us by their amazlng pluck.

One man wlth half hls left buttock mlssing had walked four miles, and actually thanked me

for what I had done rrhen I dreesed hlm. Most of them had been wounded ln two bayonet

charges they had made.

Jeffreyr the duty Surgeon, operated on several of the nlne wounded Marines who

arrived durlng the night. The Theatre has been ln constant use for the past 24 hours. It
is most uncomfortable operating wh11st eneny aircraft are skimmlng the trees over our

heads. Surg Cdr Brown and Lt Jones RM vlslted us during the mornlnS, the latter promlsed

ua at least two tents. Later Lt Col ldebb-Bowen came. It ls very dlfficult to make

vlsttors understand that they must leave thelr arms outslde the hospital before they come

in, and I am very strlct about thLs,

CoI Salisbury-Jonee called durlng the evening. He ls the chief Brtttsh Llalson

Offlcer wlth the Greek Army and had come to see the Greek patlente. The followtng ls a

typical list of wounded who arrived thls evenlng. The spe11in6 ls entirely phonetlc and

the I1st taken from my notebook:

I

F

Andre Copez

Nicholas
Costlcos
Marshallls
Max Gustopolls
Christy Fasoidy
Sollikat ts
Vatl6ustus
Veskassi

23 l,Iay 4l

Gun ehot wound - lower forearm
Wound of neck
Wound left forearm and neck
Gun shot wound right shoulder
Gun shot wound left chest
Gun shot wound abdomen

Gun shot wound 6roln
Gun shot wound rlght knee

Gun shot wound scapular

We finlshed our last clgarette papers thls morning and we are uslng tollet PaPer. Lucklly
there ls a good supply of Naval tobacco. S/Ll Wallace nade up a concentrated solutlon of
chlorlnated water ln two gallon cans, whlch was 1n future used for drlnking water. Up to
this tlme we had bolled all our drlnklng water, but with our ever lncreasing numbers,

bolllng was provlng too heavy a task,

Capt Clarke RM brought us the two tents promised yesterday. He had news from the
outslde world due to his portable wlreless whlch was most welcome. I trled to get hlm a

tln helmet froan one of our corpses but they were all in use by pattents. It has been

necessary to arrange that the two operatlng teans are not awake at the same tlme, so that
one team may always have a 11ttIe sleep ln hand. This 1s very difflcult because the notse
keeps one awake.

Last night !Ioo11er wanted me to send out an MO wlth hlm on patrol, but I was not
justlfled ln sparlng one. However I sent out SBA Jones who tended to over 50 wounded,
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bringing three stretcher ca€es back wlth hlm in the evening. He was keen to go the next
day as he sald 'to flnish the Job', but he could not be spared.

Very heavy blitz all day. Innes started operatlng on the Greeks last nlght, and I
turned ln for a couple of hours, taklng over the surgery at O20O hrs. Macrltchie glves my
anaesthetics durlng the watch, relieving Ball who had been working with Innes. iS New
Zealanders arrived about the time I started, tended by Sugars and 8a11. My operation 1ist
lncluded a wound of the right flank penetrating to the abdomen and I was lnterested but
dismayed to flnd how difficult openlng and closlng an abdomen could be wlthout an
asslstant to hold the retractors. I had, of course, sent to bed all the Theatre staff who
could be spared.

Thls evenlng when some patlents arrived, Surg Lt Ball vanlshed for some tlme,
returnlng with a mess kettle of hot tea for the receivlng room. How he had made it in the
dark is a mystery. Always after thls we have a large hay-box of hot tea in the receivlng
room, ready for the patlents.

I was very much braced during the evening to recelve secret instructlons saying that
the Suda area HQ mlght have to move westwards. Thls would mean that any retreat by our
forces would be towards us and not away from us. At 21OO CPO Mll1er cane to me wlth a
complaint about the nlght dutymen, MOAs Stuart and Ml1ler, one of whom was asleep and the
other fuII of grumbles, I sent for them, ordered them to bed, telllng them I would get rld
of them in the mornlng, and kept thelr watch.

2't l(ay 41

Interviewed the two MOAs, sendlng then to the OC of the sectlon of S Battery in the
village, a different officer since Tuesday, to see if they could be made to pulI thelr
weight. They brou6ht back a reply to the effect that they would certalnly be glven some
weight-Ilftlng, but after some hesltation I declded to a11ow them to remain wlth us. I was
too busy to see exactly how they behaved after thls but they gave no more trouble. They
were complete outcasts ln the eyes of Mnes Robertson, Nlcholls and the lndefattgable
Harrls,

Sur6 Lt Sugars operated on four New Zealanders, one wlth a very severe compund
fracture of the femur. Jeffrey, the duty surgeon] went on operatlng until three o'cIock the
next day. A petrol can wtth a dlstlngulshlng number 10 was put out on the corner 1n
accordance with instructions received. Thls was a gulde for despatch rlders especially at
nig'ht when the sign was illuminated wtth a candle lnslde, However lt had very llttIe
success ln brlnging despatch riders to us.

I changed the duties of CPO Mlller wlth those of CPO Congdon now taklng over
personnel. This made a marked dlfference and I only regret that I had not done lt before.
Congdon is much more suited to thls type of work and Miller to looking after the stores.

Everybody is getting tlred through lack of sleep. How PO Corder and LSBA Black, the
niSht dutynen manage ls remarkable. Almost slnce we arrlved we have had no sleep and the
nolse is too great during the day for much s1eep. Corder adminlsters the receivlng room by
day and sleeps there at nlght which ls almost as busy. Thls lack of sleep ls a very
serious problem. At least another 10 staff are needed for the amount of work we are doin6.
hledlcel Ctfflcers sleep ln wards, and I myeelf sleep ln the recelvlng room.

A few days ago we managed to find and bring back ln the truck some large curb
stones. Today Surg Lt klallace and a sma11 party bullt a proper inclnerator Just across the
path fron the hospltal. This is very necessaFf, beceuse with all the dirty dresslngs and
empty food tlns, etc, and the wounded to be looked after, the camp ls not as clean as lt
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should be. Thls new lnclnerator solved all our refuse problems. Even faeces could be
destroyed in 1t, and with tts chlmney of folded corrugated iron hldden beneath the.trees,
lt must have been invlslble from the alr.

Two Greeks died last nlght and lt was difficult to know what to do wlth the bodles.
In the end George got ln touch wlth a Greek prlest a quarter of a mlle away and the
bodies were buried by hlm durlng a 1u11 ln the evening. our second German patlent arrived
this evenin8r a parachutiet wlth a severe lnfectlon,of the throat, who had glven hlmself up
to some Australlans. I put hlm ln a be1l tent that was normally used as a mortuary and
8ot an Australlan to keep 6uard over hlm, He was very truculant, but qulte certaln the
Australlans were golng io k111 hlm durlng the nlght, although he understood he was under
the protectlon of the Red Cross. His guard amused us by sitting outslde hls tent the whole
day armed only wtth a fly whlsk and the utmost nonchalance.

25 llay 4l

Surg Lt lnnes operated all morning on the cases from the nlght before. We have found that
a sertous case takes about an hour tn the Theatre to operate on. In the mlddle of last
night 37 cases arrlved, most of them walking, but some on stretchers loaned by ue to the
Greek Arny tledical Offlcer. This MO had been doln6 astonlshlngly good work especlally when
his lack of proper equlpment ls considered. We gLve hlm what we can of our stores, then he
Soes away agaln. In all the hurry and bustle he never fal1s ln courteslr although all our
conversatlons are conducted ln Greek.

It was durlng today that I realised things were not golng as well as $re hoped. Max,
our first German patient, and a much better type than the second one, intimated that he
would llke me to write to hls mother. It pleased me to thlnk that at least one person 1n
Mournles had 1ittle idea of the hammerlng we were 6ettin6. Durtng the evenlng enemy
aircraft costantly nachlne gunned all round the hospltal as lf to show what they could do
if they wanted to.

Two more urine plts were constructed ln the camp today because of the number we are
now deallng with, our previorrs two having overflowed durlng the night. Durlng the
afternoon CPO Congdon, George and myself went over to the Monastery to lnterview the
Prlest and ask him for one of his granaries, to be used as a ward and annex to the
hospltal, After a great deal of talk, and I think, reluctance on the part of the prlest, he
8ranted us the use of two very flne enclosed barns. f was glad to 6et thls arran6ed more
or less amlcably because otherwlse I would have taken what I wanted wlthout hesltatlon,
whlch ml5ht have lead to unpleasantness. The reet of the day was spent by anyone who
could be spared getting the two barns ready for occupatlon. We were able to use the lron
beds of the second tented hospltal. In the tents I much preferred to use stretchers as
they are nearer the ground and glve a sense of security to the patients, and there is much
lese handllng of the wounded. Mattresses, ln my oplnlon, do not Justify their bu1k. We
found the wounded were quite comfortable on a stretcher wlth a folded blanket beneath. For
simllar reasons, one cannot have too many blankets, and we have already used up the ioo
vre had from the army. We put about 60 bed ca6es which we have operated on, and some
minor inJurles lnto the two barns. We also used the last of our meagre supply of red paint
to put a red cross on the roof of the barns. Thee extra wards are a great succes6.

Six parachuttsts landed just to the south of us thls evenlng, one ln the barley field
adJacent, and this worried me rather a Iot. Fortunately they were only seen by myself and
three Greek patlents who ran EWal, to return later. Shortty after 2100 hrs a message
arrlved from CoI Payne RAMC saylng "Room for I 1 walklng patients to be evacuated tonlght.
How many can you send ?" The medlcal officers at once went round the ward to ftnd the
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total number we could move and thls unfortunately came to only 83. It was of llttIe
consequence as the nessage hras cancelled later'

In the nidst of seeing a fresh batch of wounded late tonight, Capt Wooller arrlved
looklng more r*oried than I had seen hlm. He had been trylng by every meanc to contact
some senlor offlcers at HQ, but on the phone he could only get the reply that thelr
whereabouts were not known at the moment. He had, therefore, declded that the only thtng
for hlm to do was to go into Canea by himself. As he had no means of gettlng there and

Surg Lt Sugars was Just golng out 1n the ambulance, he was 6iven a llft unt1l he could

pick up a lorry, He told me dlsquietenlng news that the Greeks m16ht ask for an armistice
in two days tf help was not forthcoming from the RAF. We added another tent to that of
the offlcers, thus maklng a ward that held ten in comfort.

26 lriay '[1

Ai 0300 hrs this mornlng, Just as we were turnlng ln, 200 patlents arrived wlthout a word

of warnlng. They hrere accompanied by tZ orderlles of the Australlan Medlcal Corps. A large

number of these are medlcal cases and complaints of diarrhoea and bomb hysterla symptoms.

All the latter need ls qulet, some sleep and some food, and they wtII be flt for anythlng

again. Our already serious food sltuatlon now becomes a most anxlous problem.

I would not a1low the Theatre to be used today as 1t $ras even dangerous to move

from tent to tent. The Theatre staff are so exhausted that they are not capable of glvlng

their best, and there are no cases that cannot be left untll the heaviest b1ltz we have

ever had has lifted a Ilttle. Surg Lt Sugars worked ln the mlnor operatlon tent all day

assisted by Mne Harris. It is interestlng to mentlon that a few days ago the slght of
blood made Harris physlcally sick. The rest of the medical officers did the dressings of

those who came ln last night. Some of these wounds had not had any attentlon slnce they

were caused five days ago., the men belng ln the field wlth llttte food or drlnk' and

unable to get back to the hospital. One burly Tyneslder I shaIl not forget had a

completely shattered right elbow, the most ftlthy wound I have ever seen. I took three

quarters of an hour to clean the rnaggots out of it. I would have left the maggots to
clean the wound themselvee, but in my oplnton they would not have been capable of doing

so. We also dressed the wounds of a few civilians who had been machine gunned in the

vil1age, whlch lncluded two women who showed us remarkable Sratltude. This is by far the

worst day we have suffered, earth and stones being constantly hurled into the camp.

The RC Chaplain came up ln the norning, stayed for what food we had and then left to
try and organlse some for us. As he lost the people he was with he ls Solng to stay wlth

us. One patient, whose arm Jeffrey had amputated, had an attack of hysterla, and needed a

huge dose of morphla before he would be quiet, I fearing he mlght start a panlc in the

ward. All the patlents who were able, spent the day ln the sIlt trenches. The medlcal cases

of thoe who arrived last night are mostly Australlans and most of them tried to get sone

sleep tn the Monastry where I have put them, They are very well behaved and the NCOs most

he1pfu1. Later, when we evacuated I told half the orderlies they were to stay and the

other half 6et auray as best they could with the walking r^rounded, arranglng lt themselves

with the toss of a coln. An hour later I found they had all vanished, but thls may have

been my fault for not maklng myeelf clear. But in the hury tt was lmposslble to keep

touch wlth everything that was golng on,

In bet*een storms of air actlvltyr some shallow trench latrlnes and a urlne pit were

constructed in the barley fleld for the use of the patlents in the Monastery. A11 the bed

patients were rather Jumpy today, seemlng to sense that thlngs were not Eoln8 as well as

they might be. Up to now I have trled to go round the wards at 0900, 1800 and 2100'
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mostly to cheer them up and give them any scrap of news I have managed to collect' The

cry is always first for news, then, where is the bloody Alr Force, and then for tobacco and

a clgarette. The way these men suffer wlthout a sound has to be seen to be belleved. Thls

is especially so 1n the ward fu1I of Maoris that we have. I was forced to cease my regular

visits today. Our lack of food and accommodatlon for close on 400 men caused me much

anxlety, that I spoke to those medlcal ca€es that were up and about. I asked that those

of them that were rested and fit enough to volunteer to rejoln their unlts explalning the

sltuation, and getting them to make way for realIy serlous cases, A good resPonse was made

to thls appeal, and I was much helped by an Australlan Captain, whose name 1 dld not know,

and he ordered a number of the men he knew to march to the front line wlth hlm' making

only the stipulatloin that they should be seen flrst by an MO, and they should wait untll
dark before movlng. Thls offlcer was far from well hlmself and hls efforts were much

appreclated by me.

Durlng the afternoon and the evenlng, we found that the troops to our rl6ht and left
flanks were al1 wlthdrawing down the road eastwards, and all day the sound of smaII arms

flre had been conlng closer and closer from the trest. For the past few ntghts we could

hear queer night nolses made by the German parachutists and patrols. Fortunately I had

been told what these nolses were, whLch conslsted of crowlngs and cat ca1Io, and deslgned

to destroy the morale of those withln hearlng, but 1uckl1y most of our men dld not realise

who was making them.

The day the lnvaslon started Mne Fry, a patlent wlth a broken Jaw, had very

sporttngly conre to me and sald that lf ever I wanted a despatch rlder, he would be pleased

to volunteer. At ZOLOT being unable to contact anyone outeide the hospltal, I declded to

send Mne Fry tnto Suda on a motorcycle, that belng the only place I knew I could get an

answer from, the Naval 0fflce belng there. I therefore sent the followlng mesaage'

addressed to captaln lrlorrls, or fa11in6 him, commander Arnott:

,Cannot get Jn touch wlth anyane, tlt1l you please glve ne a htnt of the advisablltty
of, noving what I can of ny haspltai eastwarda tonlght'

From thls lt will be seen that I stlll dld not realise the fuII extent of the danger.

Knowing that we had been surrounded earlier in the week, I thou6ht that relnforements

might be coming up that n16ht and the poeitlon saved. For 20 rninutes or so there was an

anxious period of waiting for Mne Fry, who had been set off at hiSh speed complete with

his Jaw bandaged. He had been very useful in hospital slnce he had been there, always busy

cleaning or doin6 the ward washing. The time was fl11ed tn by getting away the people I
had asked to volunter to leave, or who had been detalled by the Captaln. As no-one knew

where any unlt wasr the Captain's ldea was to march westwards for half a ml1e where the

firing was loudest, and then attach himself and hls mixed bag to whoever was defendlng the

positi.on. I have not seen thls officer slnce he left us, and what happened to hlm or hls

nen I do not know. Some of them, I am sure, leaked away east ln the dark and Joined up

with our walklng wounded.

N ZnA Mne Fry returned. He had done very well lndeed to make that Journey ln the

dark at that speed. The answer to my message was from Commander trlauchoup RN and read
,!,love what yau can east lnaedlately', This was our first word from the outslde world for

about 40 hours, and if we had not obtalned lt, we should have been captured because the

enemy were in the canp at O70O next morning.
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REHINISCENCES SF A lrJARTIl,lE trFFICEF|
By tttraJor Patrick D A Ennor GMIS)

Pert III

Towards the end of our tlme at Kingsdown the postings to the dlfferent
battallons were Ennounced. Baslcally the principle was that offlcere should go
to the Battallon raised by thelr own Port Diviston, and where they had done
thelr lnitial training; the Deal batch providing offlcers for the 5th Battalion
- slnce the gallant actlon by the 4th Battallon at Zeebrugge lt wa6 decreed
there should never be another 4th. A large number of the Portsmouth batch had,
however, been requlred for the Mobile Nava1 Base Defence Organlsatlon whlch rras
being raised slnultaneously, and the 2nd (Portsmouth) Battallon was therefore in
need of subalterns. To our great satisfaction Mlchael Prevlt6, Rlchard Darwall
and I found ourselves posted to the Znd Battallon, tie were aII portsmouth
marines, we continued to serve together, and h,e felt there was an 6liteness
attached to being ln the 2nd Battallon, and an alr of tradltlon about
Portsmouth wlth its associatlon with Nelson that appealed greatly to us. ue
were, of courcie, sorry to be separated from other members of our Deal batch and
5 RM proved to be an efflclent and successful unit, but I shal1 always be
grateful to the klndly influence that sent me to the 2nd Battallon. That was
one of the few lnstances ln my tlfe when sonethlng I ardently desired came
about wlthout any direct intervention or lobbying on my part; though I often
tried to discover to whom it was due, I never succeeded, but I suspect that
'Tigger' Phi11lpe, whose brother Peter was the AdJutant designate of 2 Rt*1, had
a hand ln the matter.

The Port Divlslon system no longer exlsts in the Royal Marlnes having been
abolished as an econony measure after the last war. A few words about lt may
therefore be of lnterest and value before the system is forgotten forever. As
ls well known each of HM Ships was manned on conmisslonlng by Nava1 ratings
from the shlp's Home Port. The same system was followed tn respect of the
Marines for the detachment, r+ith the exception of the offlcers who were drawn
fron the Sea Service roster maintained in the Royal Marines Offlce, Admlralty.
Thus lt was possible and did happen for, say a Plymouth shlp, to have an Rlrl
Officer or Offlcers from Portsmouth, and ln the nomlnal ro11 of the detachment
all wlth the exceptlon of the offlcers' servants GIOAs) would be Plymouth ranks.
In days long past, when a shtp paid off the naval ratings departed for thelr
homes, or Jolned another ship - there $as no job for them ashore, and no
barracks to accommodate them. Sim11arly the Haval Offlcers elther got another
shtp or went on half PaI, there be no employment for them. The ldarines,
belng tlne attested men, remalned continuously ln the Servlce being
accommodated ln billets or barracks and lt h,as therefore necessary for thelr
Officers to remaln too. Thls I belleve to be the orl6in of the practlce of
appolnting Royal l*{arines Officers to the dlfferent DivlsLons ashore - a practlce
which was never adopted in the case of Naval offlcers.

In February 1940 we Jolned the cadre of 2 RM at Bleley Camp. In addltlon
to we three from the Depot, John Goldle came from the Plymouth batch - the
others had been together at Portsmouth. We were all accomnodated 1n the
Honorable Artillery Company pavlIlon, where I, as a concession to my advanced
a8€, enJoyed the luxury of a seperate Foom, and there was a Central Brigade
Offlcers Mess.

23



Our Conmandlng Officer was Lieutenant Colonel A N tlllllams, MaJor F B Pym

wa6 Gecond-ln-command, the AdJutant, lnltlaIIy, was Peter Picton Phll1lpps, and
the two eenior Company Commanders were MaJor Gerry de Berry and MaJor S B

Cutler - universally and affectlonately kown as 'Cutt1es'.

Colonel Nlck !lll}lams hra6 an officer of wlde experlence and extenslve
mtlltary knowledge. As a young officer he had served tn the 1914-18 war ln the
Grand F1eet (ln the Fleet Flagshlp) and at Ga111po11. He had been successively
AdJutant, Brigade MaJor and Chlef Instructor at Eastney; he had been Fleet
Royal Marines Officer of the Chlna Statlon and eras a graduate of the Senior
Offlcers' School.

At Eastney our Commandin6 Offlcer had established somethlng of a

reputatlon for feroclty and a6 a martlnet, and w€r who did not come from
Portsmorrth, viewed our lmpendlng meettng with hlm with some trepldatlon, He, of
courser already knew all of the Portsnouth batch. Colonel Wllllams welcomed us
with the greatest klndness and no one could ever hope to have a nore helpful,
loya} or encouraging Comnandlng Offlcer, Certainly he was lntensely keen and
energetlc wlth a hatred of any form of slackness or slovenllness, and we were
not often gtven any respite from learnlng ourselves - and passlng on our
lnformatlon to our men - but hls knowledge, experlence and understandlng were
always readlly glven to us. From the day I Joined 2 RM until his death tn 1982

I recelved constant help and support from 'General Nlck'; he was Oodfather to
one of my daughters and a close and valued friend, Any success that I may have

had in the Servlce was due, tn no sna1l meE6ure, to his early lnfluence and

6uiding hand.

Major Freddle Pym, the second-in-command, and Peter Picton Phi1llpps both
belonged to familles whlch had been connected wlth the Corps for generatlons
and Peter's father had been the last Colonel Comnandant of the Royal Marlne
Artillery. Hls name Plcton came from the famous general of the Peninsular and

llaterloo campalgne, and in eccentricity of dress and manner, and forcefulness
of language, Peter certainly malntalned the standards of hls lllustrlous
forebear. He had ioined the t{arines before the amalgamatlon of the Roya1

Marlne Artlllery and the Roya1 MarLnes Llght Infantry, but not had passed ht6h
enough to get lnto the Royal Marlne Artillery. Accordlng to Peter, his father
had, as a result, refused to 61ve hlm anythlng but the mlnlmum (compulsory)
allowance until the amalgamatlon ln 1923, when he relented.

Even as late as my day there were stlII occaslonal remlnders of the former
separate entlties and vague tracee of resentnent caused by the amalgamatlon.
My own vlew was that lt was all rather foollsh as amalgamatlon was merely a
return to the tradltional form. The RMA and RMLI had only exleted as separate
entitles for a comparatively short period ln the long hlstory of the Corps, and
settlng aslde all conslderations of officlal economy and admlnistratlve
efflciency' lt ls surely better for the Corps or regiment to be welded into one
homogenous whole than for there to be any opportuntty or Justlfication for any
form of internacine divislon or dissension.

Trainlng contlnued ln much the same w6y at Bisley. There was intenslve
shooting on the ranges, more and advanced TEtITs, lectures and denonstratlons
in matters of Interior Economy, addresses by the Brlgadler that were both
alarmln6 and lnsplrlng. A dreadful occaslon was when, on a cadre night
exercise, I got separated from the others after wanderlng about over a bomblng
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range that was llttered with red danger lights. I managed to flnd the Pirbrlght
road only to discover on getting back to camp, that all the others were stllI
out - looking for me. My agitation then was far greater than tt had been ln
the middle of the danger area.

Neighbourlng people were kind and hospitable to u6. Petrol though
ratloned was falrly plentiful and we used to go qulte 1on6 dlstances to dances

and parties. At weekends we would sometimes go to London, at other times
wives and glrlfriends would come to us, staylng at houees in the neighbourhood

or at loca1 hotels such as Oatlands Park.

March 1940 came and with it the snow - and our move out of snug quarters
lnto a tented camp, In April the maln body of troops arrlved. Peter Plcton
Phlllipps, who had been relieved as Adjutant by Dick Smalley, sra6 now a MaJor

and Company Comnander and he was 6ood enough to take me as his second-in-
command. I had had about enough as I could tolerate of Harine Kirke's lnabtllty
to distlngulsh betnreen meum and teua, and I consulted Peter who said that I
was to return Kirke to duty and find another nan fron the conpany. Stl}I not

having shaken off civllian ideas I supposed that sone period of notlce would be

necessary and I was aLmost as surprtsed as Kirke hlmself to flnd that while he

was with me one day, he was 6one the next. Where he went I do not know, but
wherever it was he took a good stock of my possessions wlth hln ! For some

reason I got a fixed idea that I must have a regular as a eervant. Thls tlme I
pltched on Squlres, a veteran wlth 1914-18 war rlbbons on hls chest. I
suspect that he too, as a pensloner, had expected to serve out thls second

r+ar ln some quiet number ln Eastney Barracks, and that he took on the Job wtth
me in the desperate hope that it would at all events be better to shoulderln6 a

musket daily ln the ranks. O1d Squlre€ h,as quite a dro1l character. Early ln
our associatlon he told me it was a liking for horses r+hich had caused him to
join the Royal Marines. This perplexed me, but he contlnued to explain that he

saw the title Royal Marlne Artillery: knowi.ng that 'the artillery' had horses he

thought 'Thls ls the lot for me!. In the event he proved too short for the
Royal Marine Arti}lery so found himself ln the RMLI, and I fancy the nearest he

ever got to horses was cleaning ny boots and breeches.

Before Jolning the 2 Bn Peter Plcton Phlllipps had been AdJutant - as he

called lt - of some Jolnt Service Experimental Conmlttee at Portsmouth, whlch he

clalmed, had lnvented the LCA. The Assault Landin6 Craft as lt was orlglnal1y
cal1ed before the Americans arrived and taught us to describe everythlng
backwards, was an extrenely fine productlon with hlgh powered motors and

armoured hu11. It was deslgned to carry a complete platoon of lnfantry on

seats runnlng fore and aft for easy egres6. The bow let down to form a ramP

and as these craft were flat-bottomed they could be run well up onto a beach.

Peter was genulnely and slncerely obsessed with a desire to get lnto battle on

his feet, and at a5 close quarters as possible. Fighting for the sake of
ftghting was what he wanted, and I do not think he knew, or cared, much about
the car:ee of the confllct or the ldentlty of the enemy. He was well informed
in the infantry tacttcs of those days and there ts no doubt that he brought hls
company to a hlgh state of opera.tlonal efflclency. Peter was very proud of the
Corps and hls family's dlstinguished connectlon wih tt; he was a strict
dlsclplinarian, but he was very ready, indeed anxlous to abandon loany of lts
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outward manlfegtatlons such as drill and a smart turn-out. In thls I am sure
he was wrong and r rnade no secret of my dlsa6reement with him.

One result of Peter's almost fanatlcal devotlon to hls Company was that he
lnsisted on retalning tn hls ourn hand a number of the dutles which, properly,
should have been performed by ne. I therefore wa€ not overburdened, and was
qulte ready to accept, shen lt was proposed, that I nlght take on the dutles
of Motor Transport Officer rln addltlon'. At that tlme no transport officer was
provided for ln the establishment. My wi11ln6ness was to a conslderable extent
engendered by the current rumour that we were to have pack-transport. Thls,
with luck' nlght nean pack ponles; even mule6 were quadrupeds, and I myself
would, at all events, have a horse to rlde. I sent for my ,Cava1ry Tralnlng
VoI II' which remalned from ny Mlddlesex Yeomanry days, and proceeded to
absorb the lnstructlons on pack saddlery, loadlng, transport of mules and even
swimmlng animals acro66 rlvers. Alas for human hopes, when the transport
arrlved lt was - lorrles, fortunately not many of them, and at that tlnre there
wa6 a plethora of documents which later developed to haunt a transport
offlcer's days and nl5hts. I had a very good MT Sergeant ln Sergeant Barnes
who some years before had been Colonel llllllan's drlver, and we nanaged to get
along qulte well untll, after about three months, an MT Officer was lncluded
ln the establishment and Phllip Stubbs took over.

One of Peter Phl11lpps cranky ideas - whlch he lnduced the Connanding
Offlcer to accept - was that offlcers should live ln the Company area6 eo as to
be lnstantly at hand tn case of sudden emergency. I cannot belleve that,
however desperate the sltuatlon, we would not have had enough warnin6 of an
impending attack to enable us to get froro one part of the camp to another, but
at all events thls sug6estlon was adopted and we had no officers 1lnes, but a
SrouP of offlcers tents ln each company area. The result of this was that the
tents of the Battalion HQ offtcers were placed between the Mess tents and the
orderly room. Rlchard Darwall had been appointed Intelligence Officer and every
nornin6 as the Commandlng Officer passed on hi.s r+ay to hls office he used, to
hls furyr to be treated to the stght of Rlchard, still sltting ln bed,
shavln6, smoking and with a wlrelese, to whlch he was much attached, relaying
its mornlng programme at full volume.

Rlchard Snalley, who had Jolned from HMS Hood, was very much a klndred
splrit. He was a roost sklIIful raconteur and used to reduce us to helpless
Iaughter wlth hls account of 6ome of the incldents when men $rere ,'brought
before the Commanding Offtcer for dlspoeal". It was the custom of the Marlnes
for an I'ICO or man 8lvlng evidence to ldentlfy himself, and the capacity 1n
whlch he appeared in the case - for as might be for lnstance ae follows:

5lr' I aa Fortsaouth 32958 CoTour Sergeant C C lenkins; on the lVth fune I was
Sergeant of the Guard, and at zo0o hours r saw the accused, etc, etc,,',

All this h,as tradltioal and effectlve, and, I uust say, rather impresstve:
but our Connandlng Officer considered that lt wa€ a waste of t1ne. And he
grudged all the tlme that was taken at+ay from operatlonal tralnlng. He also
consldered this buslness of identlflcatlon to be superfluous a6 he had known
many of the men for years. He therefore charged the AdJutant to ensure this
rigmarole was omitted. This was nore easlly sald than done: it is dlfflcult to
break men of a hablt ln whlch they have indulged for year6. Dlckle Snalley
however did his best and could be seen dally - before this levee - rehearsing
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the witnesses and imploring them to carry out the revised procedure. But try
as he would there was always trouble. Inevitably someone would start off with
his "SJr I am.,,,,,,.,,,"

Commanding Officer to Wltnessl t'Stop, I da not require to know who you
are, I an perfectly fanllTar wlth the nanes of the I'lCOs in ny Battallon.'t

To the Adjutantr "I have already repeatedly given orders how I wlsh the
evldence.,,"

To the Witness: 'Wow glve your evidence properly,"

But like the guldes in a cathedral when lnterrupted, once the flow of
eloquence was damned, they were inarticulate until they had been wound up and

set 6olng again, and they really could not 6et goin6 wlthout the conventlonal
preamble.

I have used the word'levee'deliberately as all this took place at 8.15 1n

the mornlng. The Army custom of havlng 'order6' at mtd-day would never have

done for our Conmandin6 Officer as this completely dlsrupted the mornlnS's

actlvitles. With us, by 9 o'clock at the latest, the Companies were expected to
be well away at thelr trainlng areas and soon after the Conmanding Offtcer
would be out looking for them.

It was about thls tlme that one of my brother offlcers declded to discover
if a walklng stlck poked through the spokes of the front wheel of the blcycle I
was ridin6, would stop the bicycle. It dld: lt also smashed ny wrlst, and the
speed of the blcycle, allied to my welght, carrsed me to hlt the ground wlth
some force. After the shock had worn off I became consclous of quite
considerable pain; somone gave me a slug of brandy and we set out to look for
the RNVR Surgeon Lleutenant who was the Battalion Medlcal Officer, As usual he

was mlssing, but the MO of one of the other battalions patched me up

temporarily and sent me off to the Connaught Hospital at Aldershot where my

'fracture was reduced', as I believe the phrase ls, and I was admltted for the
night. I managed to get discharged the following morning wlth a chit ordering
ne slx weeks leave wh11e the fracture set; and wlth my arm ln plaster I
returned to the camp.

('to be continued)
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HAJBR GEhIERAL SIR JDHN EOSCCIh'AN SAVAGE H.C.E., H,C.H.

Sixty Seven Years Service and trismissed Twire

John Boscowan Savage was born at
Hereford on 23rd February 1760. He

wa€ the son of Marmaduke Coghill
Savage, who held commlsslons in the
37th, 75th and 52nd Reginents. Havlng a

family to provtde for out of an

officer's means, he purchased a

commiesion for John ln the 91st
Regiment, whlch fell vacant in 1762,
trustlng to the Reglment to do his
(John's) duty untll he should be able to
do tt hlmself. John was then only two
years old.

\n L767 John left England with his
parents on 3rd June, his father being
on his way out to Joln the 52nd
Regiment at Quebec. John's father
served with thls Reglment during the
War of Amerlcan Independence. In L77t
John retr.lrned to England, and on 1st
September 1771, he Joined the 48th
Reglment as an Ensign, Incredlble as

lt may appear, he mounted 6uard at
Dublln Castle in 1772, bein6 then only
twelve years of age, On 26th October
1773, the 4Bth sailed for the l,lest
Indies. Savage was statloned in the
lsland of Tobago with his Company, and

whlle there took part in quellin6 a negro insurrectlon. At the age of 15 he

fought a duel wlth his Colonel (W, A. Sorrel) and nearly killed him; ln
consequence he had to leave and returned to Eng1and. On 9th January 1777, he

obtained a commlsslon as a Second Lieutenant 1n the Roya1 Marines, In 1778 he

embarked on board HMS Eedford, 7+ guns, and on that ship took part in the
Battle of St Vincent, 1780, under Lord Rodney. The Spanlards were defeated with
the loss of seven line-of-battle shlps.

In 1782 he satled tn HMS DoJphln, a frlgate of +4 guns, for the West

Indtes, and returned home the fo1lowin6 year. On pomotion to Captain he was

posted to HMS Orion on 14th January 1796; the shlp $ras under the command of
riaptaln S1r James Saumarez. On 14th February 1796, in the fleet under Sir John

A rrstd prtralt of Sir fohn
Fcst,;owan Savagre ptnted about |ZBO
uhen he hras a fumnd Lieutsnnt,



Jervls, the Spanlsh Fleet was engaged off Cape St Vincent and four Spanish ships
of the Ilne were captured. In 1798 ln the same shlp he took part in the Battle
of the Nlle under Lord 'Ne1son, ln which the French lost eleven out of the
thlrteen shlps of the line engaged, When golng into actlon at thls battle, Slr
James Saunarez asked Captaln Savage to address the llarines.. Savage

lmmediately directed thelr attention to the land beyond the French fleet, as it
lay in Abouklr Bay. "My lads, do you see those shLps, and do you aee that land
there ?" They all shouted "Aye, a1te, slr." "!Ie11, those are the enemyts shlpe and

that's the land of Egypt, and lf you don't glve those Frenchmen a d.,...d Sood
llcking, you'I1 soon be ln the house. of bonda6e." He was answered by a real
Brltieh ye11 fore and aft, Ten minutes after, the signal for close actlon was

glven. Both Captain Saumarez and Savage $rere wounded in the battle.

In 1S01 he embarked in HMS Gang:es, 74 guns, and took part ln the Batt1e of
Copenhagen in the fleet under the command of Lord Nelson. After the battle, the
Gang:es Jolned the fleet under Lord St Vincent off Brest and salIed for Jamalca,

and remained ln the t{est Indies t111 1803, when the shlp returned to England.

In 1818 Lleut-Colone1 Savage fought another duel wlth Brevet Lleut-Colonel T

Abernethle of the Royal Marlnes, wlth whom he had a dispute about his do8.

They were both trled by General Court Martial. Savage was dismissed the
service and Abernathle wa€ placed on half-pay. At the time of the duel
Abernethle $ras in his slxtieth year, being eighteen months older than Savage,

who was the senior ln rank. Abernethie was re-lnstated on full Pay a year

later, On 20th June 1825, Savage wa6 restored to full pay and made Colonel
Commandant of the Chatham Dlvision. On 17th March i831, he was appolnted Deputy

Ad3utant General, Royal Harlnes, and ln 1837 was pronoted I'laJor General. He

held the appointent until lst January 1838, when he went on the unattached Ilst,
He was awarded the K.C.H. in 1833 and srade a K.C.B. in 1S39. He retlred trhen he

was 78 years of age, having served King and Country for 67 years.

MaJor General Slr John B Savage was twlce dismlssed the service for
duelling; ln sptte of thls he ended up as the head of the Royal Marlnes with
the rank of Maior General and was twice knighted.

(ty t'ind per*isslrrn ,tf the hurnal of the f,ruy llistorit.et frasearrh)

For three .oepber:s lr;lho atz buying
t.lris .year's neu Chrlsfaas card froa
The Globe & Laurel, I reprtodiue* a
photryraph of the u,aln gate at
Eastney taken abut 19O1, l/[rcn the
u.lddle pillar was demoitdrd ln the
196Os it is thougbt that the brlclcs
rere sold ln atd of the Royal l{arlnes
Ituseum. Can antotte mlflta this, and
*y how eludr rras ralsed ?
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The foJlawing books have been

Books by ltleobers

receirred, wrltten by menbers of the Society.

Battleshtp Royal Soverei6n and her Slster Ships by Peter C Sulth

Several Royal Marines offlcers, who had served in thls great Battleship'
supplied the author wtth anecdotes for thls excellent book. It brings back a

past era which few of the younger generatlon can ever recapture even in their
lmaginatlon. First hand accounts, and there are hosts of them here, are
always a source of new and unexpected material.

Lald down 1n 1914, first commissloned in 1916, with service in the Atlantlc and

Mediterranean during World War 2, HMS Royal Savereign or 'Tiddly Quid as ehe

was affectionately knor^rn, finally salled with the Russian fleet untll she was

sent to the breaker's yard in 1949. Eight 15" 6uns Ln four turrets gave these

ships an horendous fire-power. Peter Smith recaptures ltfe on board durln6
war time, though I would have perhaps llked more detal} of the lnter-war
peacetlme good-w111 crulses. Nevertheless, for those interested in naval
history and big ships, this flIIs a much needed gap.

t'Willian Kinber - f12,95)

Connandos and Bangers of Torld Uar II by Jaues Ladd

Thls excellent background to Comnando and associated operations in the second

World War, first published ln 1978, has now been produced in paper-back form,
There are rather lees photographs than ln the original hard-back version and

nost of the diagrams have been condensed somewhat, but overall this combined
record of British and Amerlcan special forces retains its historical
significance. If you didn't get a copy of the original, thls is one of the best
reference books in the field.

<Battle Standards Serles - Davld & CharJes ' f.4.95)

5BS - The Invlslble Ralders by Janes Ladd

Another reprint in the Battle Standards series, this te1le the hlstory of the
Special Boat Squadron from its earliest days until it was flret published in
1983, just after the Falklands campaign, Thts is an exact facsimlle of the
original Fontana paperback, but with a few more photographs. It is a must for
all those lnterested ln World ltrar II amphibious history,

<lBattle Standards Serjes - Davld & Charles - f4,95)
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ROYAL I.IAR I HES H I STDR I CAL SOC I ETY

Limited Edition esth AnniverEaFy painting

There are st i11 copiee of the Bpecially commissioned
charres stadden'e water colour painting of the corps marching
thror-rgfu the cLty r>f London wlth 'colourg F]ying, Bands playing
and Bayonets Fixed' as part af the corps Tercentenary in 1964.,
the year of f r:rmat ion of the Rrryal Marines Hietorical Soclety.

The size of t he reproduct ion wi rl be Lo,, x 13,,, anrl wlth
the border the full size will be Lz" x 16,,, rt wl1r be a htgh
quality print using a flve colour process on art paper.

The Limited Edition ls Zoa prlnts, si6ned persr:narry by
the artlst at f8.50 (lncludlng p & p), and initially reserved
for membere of the Soclety. rn addlt ion a further 3oo
unslgned prints wirl be available at fb.25. They wtrr be
available 1n tlme for the 25th Annivergary, Z&th october 1ggg,

rf you st111- haven't ordered your cop/r please write to
captain Ron woodrr-rf fe RM, camrr:se, The Mea,1, Llsa, Hante, GlJ33
7DlJ, encloslng your cheque made payable to , The Royal Marines
Historical Scci ety' If you wish to collect Lt personelly
from the Mueer:m, or recelve it at the annual dlnner, please
indicate this intention.

'f-, :I

f?Yr..ii

.\* ^- l-
\'-e<._--

PenciT rough for the propo€ed patnting by charjes stadden

3l

rlljlili

'lJ.l,I1,



Letters to the Editor
From: Peter C Snlth

Dear Sir,

May I brlefly make known my thanks to the Soclety for the honour extended
to me by the Soclety's Award at the Annua1 General l{eetlng ln Aprl1. As well
a6 1t belng the Soclety's 25th anntversary year, it ls also my 25th year as a
publlshed author. In all that tiue, and after 40 books, thts le qulte the
ntcest present I've ever recelved.

I like to thlnk lt reflects not onLy my recent work, but also my previous
book on the Corpe 'Per Nare, Per Terran', It ls, also for ne, valued because of
the Soclety which presented it to ne and the artlst who nade the flgure, I
will treasure lt all my days.

Yours eincerely

Peter C Smith

Frou: F C Adaas

Dear Slr,

ltlay I thank your predecesoor, Mr Perrett, for lncluding my artlcle 'One Day
in the Llfe of the RM Auxlliary Battallonr tn the last issue. That short article
does not glve the full lmpresslon of the sterling work done by the battalion
during the flrst years of the war.

I would be grateful lf I could add a short summary taken from a book
(unpublished) that I have now wrltten on the subject, The early uonths of 1940
to the October 1941 was when the first 1,000 marines, on volunteerlng for the
Corps, having Jolned at Stonehouse and asked for sea servlce, found to their
dismayr that thelr draft was to Lyness in the Orkneys. There we were gtven
tasks that were totally forelgn to our clvllian Jobs.

Many llkened the camp to a prlsoner-of-war camp, sleeplng
early days. The extremely bad conditions, mud, winds, cold and
llght, 1ed to the flrst intake golng down wlth lllness, so that

ln
the
the

tents ln the
short winter
Base Medical

offlcer recommended that lf the men were not ln suitable quarters within a few
weeks they should be sent home on lndefinite leave. There riras no hot running
water, buckets for the n16ht had to be slopped out and the bore hole latrines
were open to the freezing wlnds. It was the survival of the fittest.

They bullt roads, huts of all kinds, M111bay Naval camp, plers, unloaded
shlps' which lncluded nany thoueands of tons of cearent for the oil, chambers to
be contructed deep in the hlUs behind Lyness. To the marinee credit they did
not demur. The battallon even formed a Royal Guard for the visit of the King
and another for l,Ilnston Churchill,

Then 1f that wa6 not enough there were detached dutles at Klrkwall for
tasks Like collectln6 sea-minee, worklng the pumps for dlvers in the Flow and
taking malI out to the battle-wagons. In October 1942 many joined MNBDO 2 on
Haylin6 Island, some goln6 to the newly formed ,[O Conmando and later others
Jolned 41 Commando. After that some went to Africa and Slclly with landlng
craft and others to DEMS (Defenslvely Equipped Merchant Shlps). Many of the
original 45 Auxlliary Battallon never cane back,

Yours slncerely

F.C. Adams.

Editor's Note; I have faken Just a few extracfs from Nr Adans nost lnterestlng
letter about a Ttttle known World War 2 Corps actlvlty,
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