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FEMALE SQLDIERS AND [v|ARINES By Norman wolstencroft (RMHS)

In my last article on Lancashire Marines I mentioned that whilst
Colonel Gustavus Ilamiltonr s Regiment were serving as Marines, a

Private in Captain St Clairrs Company was found to be a woman. For
their own very good reasons the Royal Marines, unlike other Fighting
Services, do not enlist women. Although not an integral part of the
Corps as such, the WRNS on attachment have in war and peace given
loya1 and devoted service and been proud to wear the Royal Marines
cap badge with their Naval Uniform.

In the last century many European Armies, notably the f'rench, €DP1oy-
ed Vivandieres, that is female soldiers in varying non combatant
capacities. These r^romeR were t'on the strength" of regiments and wore
mili tary uniform, badges and accoutreuents but with a skirt replacing
trousers. Their duties ranged from serving grog and food to nursing
the wounded. Additionally they assisted with cooking and many doues-
tic duties, in some cases in a purely voluntary spirit and their
presence in the lines often added a further pleasant romantic
dimension undreamt of by clinieally minded latter day Second EcheLon
and Logistic Staffs" British Soldiers in the Crimea, having overrun
an enemy position and been wounded often found themselves looking up
at a pretty face wearing a regimentat shako and badge whilst having
their wounds dressed by an "at1i'ed sordier" ' Their compassion and
cheerfulness was not confined to their ordn wounded alone and many a

British soldier had come to remember their.ministrations with grat-
itude to his dying day.

Many songs and fictitious
reason I append'the story
Century English Folk Song"

stories are based
of Po11y Oliver in

See Appendix One.

on fact and for that
the form of a 19th

A British lady who found fame in distinguished military and public
service was MIRANDA STUART. Whilst posing as a man JAMES BARRY in
the mid 19th Century she qualified as a doctor and can lay clain to
be technically the first woman to qualify as an MD. After serving
on a Surgeon's Commission in the British Army MIRANDA reached the rank
of Captain and was subsequently appointed Inspector General of HM

Army Hospitals in Canada. It was only after her death that her true
sex was revealed.

Another British woman CHRISTIAN WALSII joined the Army to find her
soldier husband who had deserted her. In 1704 whilst taking prison-
ers to the rear she caught her husband "flagrante di11ecte" with a
Dutch woman. She ultimately forgave Sergeant Walsh of the Duke of
Orkneys Regiment of Foot and returned to her own regiment. The North
Lancashire Dragoons saying that she had met her brother.

CIIRISTIAN fought valiantly at the siege of Landau but was unfortunate
in receiving a severe head wound at Ramillies in May 1706. So badly
was her sku11 fractured by a mortar boub that it required the drastic

y/ and painful treatment trepanning in hospital at Me1de. During her
" stay in hospital her sJl-was discovered and Brigadier Preston who
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deseribed CHRISTIAN as his "prettiest and bravest fe11ow" r,ras in-
f ormed and ordered that she would have to be discharged; she r^ras to
remain on Dragoons pay meanwhile. CIIRISTIAN now resorted to female
dress and I^Ias visited by Lord John llayes and all ber officers who
contributed female clothing and presents, the principle one of which
was a silk dressing gown given by Brigadier Preston. Her brothertSergeant Walshr was questioned concerning their relationship and a
second rweddingt was ordered to regularise matters. The ceremony
was conducted in the presence of all officers of the regiment, who,
each in turn, gave the bride a kiss and several pieces of gold as a
wedding present.

She then was cook to the 6th Dragoons for a while until turning sutler
and being awarded special privileges as an acknowle{gement for brave
services rendered. Being a restless sout she would go uarauding and
on one occasion was captured with her mu1e, but persuaded a French
officer to release her and she returned as cook to Mr Dupper the
chief sutler to the British Army. sergeant walsh was ki11ed at
Mons in L7A9 and CHRISTIAN despite her many and varied experiences
of fatalities was utterly grief stricken. Her condition was such
that it drew the attention of Captain Ross who befriended her and
bestowed upon her the nickname Mother Ross. Her grief overcome after
eleven weeks she mErried a Grenadier Hugh Jones who was kiLled the
fo1 lowing year at St Venantin.

She returned to England and ca1Ied on the Duke of Marlborough who
advised her to see the Duke of Argyle with a view to petitioning the
Queen regarding a pension. she \iras graciously received by IIer
Majesty who ordered a sum of t50 to be paid. After much maladmin-
istration, this sum plus a shilling a day pension (which was cut to
five pence by the Earl of 0xford without reference to Higher Authority)
was ultimately paid. see Appendix Two for copy of final corres-
pondence and petition. King George I eventually raised it again to
one shi11ing.

Another marriage took place after she returned to her native Dubl-in
where she was selling beer. This time it was to a welsh f usll_ls_-E", y
just as his regiment returned to England. She set up a shop in London'
making money by selling liquor and pies. She purchased the discharge
of her husband after he returned from fighting the Pretender at
Preston. He got drunk and enlisted in the Guards shortl-y afterwards.
Whilst CIIRISTIAN kept a sutlers tent for the Life Guards and Foot
Guards in Hyde Park her husbands drunken escapades caused business
losses in her various public houses so that once more she returned
to Dublin. Again she received privileges from the Lord Lieutenant,
mainly that of having a beer tent in Phoenix Park on Review Days.
Growing older she returned to Engl-and and entered Chelsea Hospital
as a pensioner where she loya'1 1y found a sergeantcy for her husband
on his retirement.

CHRISTIAN was always well regarded in high circles as Mother Ross,
but eventually sickness and the effects of wounds took their to11
and she died on 7th July L739. she was interred with nilirary
honours at Chelsea IIospital. Thus ends the story of a wonderful
fighting soldier and woman of great renown and spirit.
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A woman claimed to have served in the 5th Northumberland Regiment of
Foot during the reign of George IV. This regiment served as marines
in the West Indies in L778 and that year defeated French forces far
superior in numbers and were subsequently awarded the privilege of
wearing a red and white hackle to commemorate this victory. The
woman, PHOEBE HESSEL who died at the age of 101 was buried in
Brighton. She never had her claim substantiated and as George IV
reigned 1820 - 39, certainly never served as a marine.

On her gravestone, where she was buried in 182L, it states that she
was granted a pension by George IV. however many doubts have been
cast on the service of Phoebe Hessel, but it would appear that the
then Prince Regent met Phoebe whilst at Brighton and recommended
that she receive a pension of thalf a guinea a weekt when hearing
of her bayonet wounds inflicted whilst serving under the late Duke
of Cumberland at Fonrenoy (May L745).

Some doubt also exists about her true age at death, 101 and iO8 years
being two estimates, but on balance, taking into account regimental
folklore and the pension aspect it would appear that she did serve
in 'The Fighting Fifrhr .

0ne other rrloman did serve as a marine, apart f rom the legendary
HANNAH SNELL. On 1st July L7O2 a force including Gustavus Hamiltonr s
Regiment of Foot. (the 2Oth) was embarking at Portsmouth for an
expedition against Cadiz which was Admiral Sir George Rookts "great
disasterrr - he later redeemed his repuEation aL Vigo. The embarkation
returns state that a private in Captain St Clairs Company was found
to be a woman. The embarkation returns I,1055 342 of 17A2 would appear
to be as i11 prepared as the subsequent operation and "muster ro11s"
of Infantry of the Line including those serving as marines were not

/ retained prior to L713. Thus the ro*and name cannot be traced nor
details of her service good, bad or indifferent.

HANNAII SNELL remains safe therefore in her legendary position as "The
Female Marine" and quite rightly too. For although the other woman
did serve as a marine, history will probably never disclose her
military exploits, if any.

HANNAH was born in Winchester in 1723, grand daughter of a soldier
who was ki1led in action whilst serving with the Duke of Marlborough
at Malplaquet. IIANNAH SUMMS to use her married name, for she married
a drunken sailor in L743 and subsequently bore him a daughter. It
is a matter of conjecture as to whether, in hindsight, after service
as a marine HANNAH would have married a seaman at all, 1et alone
James Summs. In L743 however she went after James who had deserted
her and \^ras believed to be in Coventry. Using mans clothing of her
brother-in-1aw and taking his name James Gray she enlisted in General
Guises Regiment of Foot (the 6th later the Royal trrlarwickshire Regiment)
After joining her regiment at Carlisle she fe11 foul of a Sergeant
Davis in her company and as a result of a web of intrigue found her-
self sentenced to receive six hundred lashes for neglect of duty, but
part of this was remitted. Further persecution by Sergeant Davis 1ed
to her desertion and after various adventures she enlisted in Colonel
Fraserts Regiment of Marines at Portsmouth. Having embarked in the
"ISWALLOWt', part of Admiral Boscowant s F1eet, she soon came to the
attention of Mr Wyegate the Lieutenant of Marines and was then employed
in the 0fficers Mess sewing and cooking.

l

i
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After rounding the Cape the marines took part in the unsuccesful
attack on Mauritius. The marines then joined the British Army forces
ultimately taking part in the siege of Pondicherry where HANNAH was
severely wounded. Keeping silent about a severe stomach wound, she
exEracted the bu11et herself and keeping the much prized secret of
her sex entrusted only to a black woman who cared for her. After
recovery she performed the duties of a seaman aboard the "TARTAR PiNK",
Eventually, again being wrongly charged with stealing a shirt after
refusing to sing for the Lieutenant in command of the "ELTHAM", she
reached England where her true sex was revealed. Thus she has enjoyed
fame amongst all Royal Marines from the moment they join the Corps.

FOOTNOTE
George and Anne Forty, in
Christina Welsh as rMother
brewer cal1ed Davies; she
Hospital Chelsea buried wi
Church, Westminster.

their book !They Also Servedr, mention a
Rossr born in Dublin L657, daughter of a

died aged 72 on 7 July L739 at the Royal
th fuL1 Eilita,ry honours at St Margarets

(uditor)

Appendix 0ne

SWEET POLLY OL]VER

English Traditional Song

As sweet Po11y 0liver 1ay musing in bed,
A sudden strange fancy came into her head,
'Nor father nor mother sha11 make me false provel
I'11 list f or a soldier and f o11ow my love!t

So early next morning
And dressed herself up
She cut her hair elose
And went for a soldier

she softly arose,
in her dead brothert s clothes;
and she stained her face brown,
to f air London towrL

Then up spoke the
Now who t s good for
tltm ready,t said
And finds 'tis her

sergeant one day at his dri11;
nursing? A Captain lies i 11:

Po11y, To nurse him she I s gone,
true love all wasted and wan .

The first week the doctor
No nursing, young fe 11ow,
But when Pol1y Oliver had
He cried, tYou have cheri

0h then Pol1y 01iver she
And told the good doctor
And very soon after, for
The Captain took joyfully

kept shaking his head;
t can save him, t he said,
nursed back his 1i fe

shed him as if you \^7ere his wife

burs t into tears,
her hopes and her fears,
better for worse,
his pretty soldier nursei

It
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Appendix Two
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frtctnth Bttitl,sh Dtta"gn, tlten Commandened bq tl,tz EanL.od
?onthmotte- (, tuddan-'d verLA much bq divzttL Wound's tl+'e
tLecQ.Lv'd in 6oit-'S tl+z ,sa"id Re.gt. HL,s Moi,Y i6 tLtette|o\L
p.Loa,s,d, in CiuidLtatlon tLte.teZ| to orLderL that the bo p.Lace.d
'uycon the out Pention od the- Roqat-L Hotpital-t- a"t Cl+zltea at
t'lne ALLow,co o{ Five Pd.nee. a DaU $ott hen $utune Supytont a"nd

MaLnte-no.ncQ-

Iam
Mq Londt & Gent

C omm , n o d Che-L,t ea Ho {5ytitaLl"

V o un mo dt 0 b ed! ' l'tumble
Sezu I

J CRAGGS

EDITORIAL COMMENT
ffiiiesoccurthisyear,foremostofwhich,the4oo
year commemoration of the Armada invasion threat in July came well
before the formation of the Corps, but 3OO years ago when King
William of Orange landed at Brixham in Devon on the 5 November at
the invitation of the British government, the Marines were disbanded
because of their inherant loyalty to the deposed King James II,
albeit for just a token year before their reformation, without the
Royal conne ction.

2AO years ago HMS BOUNTY sailed on her i11-fated voyage to the
Pacific Ocean under Captain Bligh's command; if a bigger ship and
more generous budget had permitted the inclusion of a Royal Marine
detachment onboard the outcome might have proved entirely different,
and the whole incident paled into insignificance.

7O years have elapsed since the ending of WWl in which the Corps
distinguished themselves notably, perhaps none more so than the 4th
Battn at Zeebrugge in 1918; and just 40 years past came the ending
of Britains mandate on Palestine when many marines found themselves
in very trying circumstances controlling the influx of Jews into
their promised 1and.

Fina11y, after a decade as Honorary Editor I relinquish the post
this year, 3Dd hand over to the very capable Captain Derek Oakley RM.

I take this opportunity of thanking all contributors for their
much appreciated support. AJP.
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NOTES ON THE COLOURS OF THE BRITISH IUARINE CORPS DURING THE IBTH
CENTURY by Ross ltt. A. Wilson, Ottawa, Ontario, 1988 (RMHS)

Although the British Corps of Marines, consisting of 50
companies, were placed on the permanent establishment in L755L,
the earliest documentation for colours, ds far as is known, is
1760. At that time, a single pair consisting of a King's colour
and a regimental or Divisional colour (the Marines were formed
into three divisions: Portsmouth, Plymouth and ehat\qm) was.
issued probably for the battalion being sent to BellelsLe23. The
invoice for their manufacture from Messrs William Nicholson's
accounts reads as follows:

"24 October 1760

To silk making one sheet of Union Colours
To embroidering the Arms of the Lords High

Admirals within a largre ornament of thistles
and roses

To silk and making the plain sheet with a
sma11 union

To painting the sheet as above
To two colour staves and cases
To two pair of rich crimson & gold

and cords

ts.1s.6d.

Ss. s. od.

* a.t4.6d.
*t" o.od.
t2. 6 . od.

tassers 
*2.t2.6d..

Jrr. 13.6d

J. C1eveland
9 March 1751"

at this date, the 'Arms'
the Lords Commissioners of
Illustration '4r4.

To John Tucker Esq.
Paymaster of the Ma
By Command of their

rr-nes
Lordships

As there were no Lords High Admiral
mentioned can only mean the badge of
the Admiralty, the 'FouI Anchor'. See

As far as can be ascertained, this is the first recorded date
when colours are mentioned. The regiment, however, had at this
time been in existence for five years and had fought in battalion
strengthr or more, dt the following engagements:

1756
17s B

I75 B

I759
t7 59

Minorca - Defence of Fort Phi1llp5
Senegal - Capture of Fort Louis6
Louisbours,
QuebecB
Guadeloupe9

and, in 1760 itself

Capture of CaricaI, East Indiesl0
Poncl i che rryr o

Given the prevailing fashion for awarding colours at the raising
of a regiment, it wourd appear unusual that no colours were
issued prior to this date, especj-ally considering the number of
significant actions in which the Marines were involved.
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ILLUSTRATION 'A.
(Divisional Colour)

ILLUSTRATION IBI

(King's Colour)

ILLUSTRATION 'g'
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It may be that up until 1760 the Battalions carried the colours
as laid down in the Army Clothing Regulations of L747, which
state:

"A11 the regiments of Marines to wear in the centre of
their colours a ship with sails furled, the rank of the
regiment undernea15Il. " See rllustration 'B'12.

In L765 colours were availabte from the Naval Storekeepers, but
not everyone was aware of it, as seen when the Marine Commandant
believed "that it would be an advantage that officers and men
should be made acquainted with the use to be made of colours in a
BattaIion." Thusr on I6 Ju1y, the Naval Storekeeper at
Portsmouth was ordered to deliver them to him. The Storekeeper
at Deptford was likewise ordered to send a pair to the Chatham
Division.

Shortly after thisr on 31st JuIy, His Roya1 Highness the Duke of
Gloucester reviewed the Portsmouth Division, &t which both HRH
and their Lordships of the Admiralty were extremely pleased with
the Division's performance. It would be inconceivable that the
colours previously mentioned would not have been carried.
Blumberg states that these were the first Divisional colours but
there i; no record of their designl3. He further states that it
is possible that they were the o1d J-74B colours, but does not
give his reason. If sor they would have been 18 years old, have
seen hard usage considering the engagements since 1748, and of
unknown conditionr4.

The next reference to colours is for the American Revolution.
u2 Feb L775 Portsmouth and Plymouth to 'send the colours

of your division to Boston with the Marines
and to acquaint_you that they will be replaced
with new ones I 15. I

Thus the 1st and 2nd Battalions had a set each.I5 They arrived
at Boston on 15th and 23rd. May respectivety.lT Again no record
of what they looked like. There is, however, a fragment of a
colour in the RoyaI Marines Museum, Eastney, that is rather
tantalising. See Illustration'Cr .

This fragment is the centre design of a King,s col'our, consisting
of a crown over fouled anchor over a ribbon containing the motto
'Per Mare Et Terram'. This is surrounded on all but the crown
side by loosely intertwining roses, thistles and a shamrock. Atl
of this is mounted on what appears to be the centre of a Grand
Union. There are two differing accounts of where it came from:

Account rAr

That it is part of one of the ord colours that was laid up
in the chapel of the Royal Naval Hosp'i.t_al in Greenwich when
the new corours were presented in 182818. Among the corours
are those said to have been carried at Bunker Hiffl9.
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Account 'Br

At Christiers Auction House in December L9L2 there was sold
a letter case of embroidered silk, containing a packet with
small pieces of the colours of the marines engaged at Bunker
HiII. This came with a letter from a captain Timmins
rforwarding the same'. These were sold to Messrs Spinx with
a lot cont-aining the medals -and orders of an off icer whose
father feI1 at gunker Hill-20

Colonel Field dated the fragment as pre-l BO22I be"a''se the field
is whiter ds was the facini colour of t["^ Regiment until 1802
when it became Royal and changed to blueZZ. It has, however, a

shamrock included among the toses and thistles. With the union
with Ireland in tB01 the cross of St Patrick wqF added to the
Union FIag and shamrocks to the foliant clusters.23

It appears then that the fragrnent would- date early 1801, between
the time that Ireland became- part of the United Kingdom and t-h"
Marines becoming 'Royal' . ffr-is would of course rule out the
Bunker Hill PossibilitY-

However, Mr W. Y. Carman has examined the fragment quite closely,
and he is of the opinion that the shamrock is a later addition'
It was quite "o*mt., to have the Irish embellishments added to
existing colours in order to eliminate the cost of new ones ' To

suppo.f thi" , hi s examination of the f ragiment shows that the
positi-oning of the shamrock is not as sym-etrical as the thistles
or the roses, and appears to be 'squeezedt tn'z+

Stronger evidence comes from the motto 'Per Mare Et Terram' which
.""ot6.ir.g to Mr Matthew Little of -the Royal Marines Museum, dates
from L775 and was used until 180325. This form of the motto also
appears on the remains q! a Marine Light Infantry cap cL715 in
tL; Royal Marines Museum26 -

In summing up, j-t would appear that this fragment could well have
a Bunker Hiff connection. - Certainly it seems to date from that
period. It may have been a part of one of the last flags to be

garried by the Marines during the l8th century, for we know that
new colouis were presented in 1800. What those were like and to
which Divi.sion they were presented we have yet to discover2T.
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CAPTAIN ED!.IARD LAWES PYIVI RI4LI (TESTIMONIALS OF SERVICE - 1860)

By Lt Co1 Donald F Bittner USMCR (RMHS)

Since Marines (whatever their name, i . e. , llMarines ", "Nava1 Infantry",
ttlnfanteria de Marinatt, "Corps do Fuzileriostt, etc) have been raised,
they have combined unique qualities and ski11s which have made them
invaluable for general and specialized duties. Initially combining
the expertis" of land soldiers and sailors of the sea, in the 2Oth
Century they have added various ski11s associated directly or in-
directiy with the air. Thus governments or their military represent-
atives in various operational areas or stations have used Marines in
a variety of ways to accomplish diversion missions. To them has
devolved many tasks not neeessarily associated with rheir primary
expertise. 1irt"a to their being "soldiers of the sea" ' Not only
have they been given such assignments, but Marines have been expected
to r""o*p1ish them; these expectations come from the Elovernments they
serve, their commanders, and of course the general public.

Through the cenfuries, expected and unexpected missions have come in
all pitts of Ehe wor1d, in various locations, amongst various peoples,
and witliin many cultures. As time passes' most of these have been
forgotten. But the expectations, demands, and concepts remain' This
uras true when such missions have been assigned in America, Africa,
China, Korea, the Middle East, or Europe in the 17th to z}tln CenLuries,
or in the last decade in such diverse places as BeiruL, Lebanon or
Northern Ireland.

The below citations refer to duty Royal Marines performed in Canton,
China, between 1858-1860. Although the reference is to their
commander, the then Captain Edward Lawes Pym, the personalized praise
of course is a tribute to the service of all I'tarines who served under
him. Although the daEes, places, and events described refer to a

China of the mid-19th Century, i, concept the tasks, dangers, and
accomplishments are equally applicable to the recent past' eontem-
poray present, or Possible future.

Below are reproduced two testimonials to Captain Pym" These were
found in his record of service, placed there at his request in 1875'
There they have remained until today. They can be found in the
Public Record Office, in the Records of Service, Royal Marine -0fficers'
ADM 796/59, p. 12L. After the two letters are details of the career
of General Pym in the Royal Marines, eXtracted from his record of
service. These present, a1-be-it in abbreviated from' some sense
of the type of career he had in the Corps of the 19th Century as it
s1ow1y made the transition into the "modern era" of military pro-
fes sitnalism, warfare linked to maj or technological advances, and
the mass conflict in which the total resources of both state and
society were committed to victory or defeat.

The praise is not just diplomatic language from inexperienced off-
icials. The British author of Testimoniaf 1, (Sir) Ilarry S ParkeS '
had extensive "*p"rience 

in Asia, especially China. Ilis detailed
biography can be found in the Dictionary of National BiograPhY,
Volume XLIII, pp. 296-304 (p.rbffiE-e addressEE-of
Testimonial No 1, and the writer of Testimonial No 2, Major General
Sir Charles T Van Straubenzee, KCB, likewise was experienced in
colonial service and wars, to include extensive dlrty in India and
China; his detailed biography can be found in the DictLq!,erl--eg
Nati onal Biograptry, Volume" f,Vf f f , pp . L46-147 ip"llTsfrea 1n-f a9-O ) '
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(Note 1: in the two tes timonial letters, the spe11ing, punctuation,
and capitali zation are as in the originals) .

(Uote 2 - Royal Marine operations in China between l85l-6L are cover-
ed in Colonel Cyril Field, RMLI, Britainrs See loldiers: A Ilistory
of the Royal Marines, Volume II, Chapter XXVII, pp. L25-144. However,
most of his discussion is operational and his account does not mention
Pym or his specific duties in Canton; however, on page 133 there are
several descriptions of garrison and occupation life in Canton.
A "Lieutenant" Pym is referenced by Field on three occasions in
Volume II, once in the Crimea in 1854 and twice in India in 1857 and
1858; however, no first name is given in his accounts).

(Note 3: Pym, while stationed at Chatham, reguested that copies of
the letters of commendation written about him while on duty in China
be included in his record of service, Pym letter of Colonel
Commandant, Chatham, dated 77 June 1875, which was forwarded by the
Colonel Commandant, Chatham, to the Deputy Adjutant General, Royal
Marines, wi th background r oo 18 June 1875. Copies of these letters
urere then subsequently entered into his record of service).
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(Testimonial number 1)

HL,s Excellencq, Majon Ge-na-rLal
SLtt Chattle,s T- Van StnaubQ-nzee-, KCB, e-tc. etc.,
No 65

Ca.nt.on 25 Ma"nch 1860

SLn:

HeanLng that AoulL Exee.tLencA wiX-L pn-obablq ,shont!-q tte-,sign the Command
in Chie6 we thlnh Lt a. dut.E which we ou)e towandt Cayttain Pllm, ta
bning to AaurL Notice Ln a matllzed mannon tl,te- Lonto uJe entztttain o{
l,tid v aluabl-e Senviee,s aA an 0 { {1icen- o $ thia commi,s,sio n.

Uyton the dinrt dottmo,tion od tl,te Al-Lied PaLice. in Ja"nuang 1858
Cayttain ?qm wa,s aytytoLnted bU UoutL ExceLle-ncq to the Cammand o$ t.he.
EngX-L,sh porltiln od tl,te Fonco wl,tieh eommoncing at [itt,st with 0. btrlengtll
o$ One hundtced Men, wa-L ,spzediLr4 Lncttea",sed,{Lut to lne, hundned 6L{t-U
and ,sub,seclue-ntlt7 to Two. hundned; a. tlmiLen numben o{ Chinzte- PoLicQ.
being aLwaqa a,Atoeiate.d witlt them. The. dutlet and eonduct od thia
Fottce ha.ve-- a"t a"Ll timet been el-oae-Lq wat.ched bq Youtt Exee,LL-e-ncq, and
u)e dezL that we can add.LlttLe- to Youn ExceLle-ncq'A Aupe-lLilrL
te,stimonA a8 to tl,teitt e.d{icizne-q and tlqe Son.viezt theg lta"ve tendene-d.
But we mau be ytenmltt.ed to mention in bt'Le$ that on the-,se- Two hundtted
Men, in cbm,po-nq with [otttg o{ thein Fu-nch eomnade.,s, undan the- Cctmmand
o ( Lieutznant Fttomenee, dQ-volve-,s the ta"th o d watching to the be,st o {
theitt abilitq, and with Politieal, aA wzLL a",s ?oLicz ctb ject,s, Q-vQ-rLA

pattt od thia immence citq cc,vetLing, &a Youtt ExceX-Lencq i,s awatLe-, &

walled arLea" o[ Six Mlt-e-a in eltcum$ztLence, with Subuzba ad eclual lrL
gn-e-ate-n extent, a-nd containlng a" ?oput-a"tion ad $uL.Lq one mLI-Lion
Soul,s - theq not. on.Lg patno.L Ltr Labqtintttd o$ narLtLou) Stna-Q-t,s, .Lane,S,
and purLli-e.utLt, bu* guatded tltta-a out od Aeve.n Gated od the ALd CLtq.

SpeclaL mention mo-A bo made od tl,te a,rLduout natune- ct{ the- dutie-t od
thz A!-X.Led ?oX.ice. daning the {oun month,s o[ 1S5S whe.n the Citq
conta"Lned mq.nu a hidde-n 6oe, and when evQ-ILA $one.ignetL whl wo-Lbed tho
Sttcezta u)aA Ln perLil- o{ the- Ad,sad,sln) t hnido:-

Duning tl,tat time tl,te Candtabula,ttq ule-,Le- novQ-tL dna-wn in $ttom the th"nze
Gate,s manned, on the otl,ten impatttant ?o,st whicl,t the-g l,taL-d at thz
Soutl+ Wedt Angle, fllrL u,erlo tl,teln- dutiea o{ intytectlon at a"nq tlme
di,s eo ntinue-d.

Duning tttl,s tlme- tlteq beca"me- exyto,se-d, both to dectte-t atta"ch Ln thz
,stneet,s, and morLe open aa,sauX-t at tLtelt ,sevettaL Stationt, and the
dact o{ nlnet.een od theln" numbert l,ta"ving been lzil-Led o]L tllunded duning
tl,tla perLiod o( thein Sezvlce, ia pn0o6 tu|diciznt od the dangetc whicl,t
attendod Lt.; And Voun- Exce-Ll-oncq wiLL pzobabLq conslde,L tlqat it iA
nat aLtogetl,ten imyto,sdibLe tl+a"t rimLlan di{dlcuLt dutie-d meA agaLn
l,tave. to be petl|onmed bg thi,s Fonce.,

7t La pLea",suneable LtoweverL t0 nate- the Senvico,s ne-nde-te-d bq tl+e-
ALlied PoLice- Ln pe-aeo-able time,s, and to ctbtenve tl,tem contttLbuting
Ao matetialLq to the a,LdetL wLtich yte-nvaiL,s tl,tttougl,tout thid gtteat Citr1
and it,s ,subunb

Tl,te Cltine,se Peoytle atle conrtantlq 6e-e,n aytpL-qing t; tl,tem $on aid and.
ytnote-ction, a-nd tl,te- imyttove-d deeling on the yta"ttt. od tha. Chinz,so
towand Foneignel1t genenalLq, wl,ticl+ l4ad beon tl,Le conAocluencz ctI tl+La
occupation ia in no tmaLl degnee a"ttrLibutable- to the excel.Le-nt
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bel,tavoltt o( the,se lrlen, in common, l+oweve.n, wa- bl,tould note to a"dd,

rfiLtLL that o$ the wLtoL-e Fctncz.

1.6 thete bo thz nzruLt o{ ttte Alt-ied PoLLce. Admlniatna-tlon, whlcln

embttaco,s , u)a- mattr a"Lt o tLQ-m'"tLi, tni iiouell1awce- o 6 l7 0 0 Me'n zmplo ge-d

b; ii;-ihi"i,se Authonitie-d dot.PoX-Lcz putLpo.Ae.s ' ,ml"A wQ- not t'naat'
lL"i inu {o.ct'o6'Captaln ruilt ha.ving c'oma'nded tl'te. EngllAln Ca'nton

iontta.bulittq, {titom 
'it.a (lonmatlon to tl'te- yttte-'sent date, in 0" ml"nnetL

w6Lch l,ta,s tl+tto;";L;"i a(tZond.ed the ALLLe-d CommlttLonotL^ ULSI''
,satla{action,- Li a.Lone."i"6{Lclent to ttecommend hlm to the- davounablz
notlce o ( Hen llo"ie-Atq'L Govonnment'

We mu,st beg to ne.(e.n to ourL Ex-co,Lle.aguo, FnLgadie-n Hollow.aq, t0..
cingLnm oo" poioi|L,j-ti- add to aL!- thaT we ha"ve heh-L dtated, and L{
t^)z !+o.ve- ytot entenad. Lnto gniatett dztail, it Ld beco"ual T)e lznow t'hat
he, Ln common wltl,t Voun E'xcec.Llonctl,.when p.lL?6ontylth the' l'tome

Authottitle,s wiLL be able- to ,supytlq- tho6e witlq bztte-n e[$zct'

Wo have Ltc.,
/ ,s / H Matttinea-u do,s Cl'Le-noz

/,sl Ho.nnq S Pantze"s
ALI-Led C ommi,s,s Lo no,L6

Captain Pqm wa,S ytne.,Sznt at the.captutte o[.Ca.nton, and acte'd aA tlne
At,D.C. to me ot'tl,ru tLoge o[ Chzn't,sin, aha hat commandzd tl'te Canton
pificu 6no* ii; iii*"tic'n to thz p,L9^ent tlme, and.t!'te- ene'dLt' o6

tttein ytie.dent. uei-g e{s|LcLent ttat'e i,s gttea"t[-q to Ltim. \

llnd,ot the cincum,stancea, be{otte .Lea-vlng China., 7 6u?L m.q.dutq to
bning Cayttain Pqm to the davounabLe- notLce o { Voun. Lo'LdAl'LipL, and
have- tt+e honot itronglq ti ,1l-commQ.nd t't+at Uou mau be p't'o'aded to

(Tes timonial Number 2)

Heo"d Quantexa, Hong KtunE

Matcl+ 30tLL, 1860

Tl+e Rigl'Lt Ho nottabLe-
The to\d,s Commitllon od tl'te AdmlttaLt'q
AdmlnaX-tq, London

Mq Lo nd,s ,

It ha,s .Long boen ma d.e,sLne to bning th,e vetLu. e[[ectLva- Lenvlcet o6

Captain ?A*, iii"i' Uiii*zi ,- 0.^ Cimlmandant o { t4n Conttabu{-a.xg. Ln, 
.

Cantctn to qoutl-'Uoii.u, and'oi I am about to qult' mA command in CLtLna'

7 doem tt'Li| a $ittlng moment to do tl+Ld: -

WLttL thlt view 7 ca".t-.Lzd. uyton the ALLied Cctmmid,slonent to dunnitl't.mo
with a" I-etten expn-eative- od ttqoin oytlnion eA to tl+e- mannetl Ln wh'cclt

the dutie-,s o[ -hi;;{6i.; nia bien c'onduc.ted bq co-ytta'Ln Ptiry, and.a's.

tl,tat Letten. i,s"ii tii-i-i"a ioniiu,sLve.'1.- beg tb on'c.Lo'se a Co.pU o6 it,
and. at tho- Ll.me- time- to ,stq"t.e. tt+a.t duning a' mo,st tn-qlng.on4,anxlo.ul
ieiiod in 1858, when everLA tne.che.nou,s mode- wa-A .adoytted bg tt'te Cn'LnQ-Ae

Zi, tiu deatn-ictiii oi lnhu Polico evLn whe.n Ln theln ondlnanq o'nd

ilaittl a"iiu,s i6-ytatnoL, Caytialn ?Am acted with 6uch {Lnmnz's't a'nd

good- judgmont at to metlt mA wa'Lm a"ytpttoval-'
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aubmlt thi,s 0 ddice-t' ,s Name. 6ott a Brtzvof Ma.ionitq.

7 l,tavz ote,
I ,s I C T Stttaub Q-nzzz, Ma j o tt Ge-nznctl

Commnd H f,l Fottco.s Ln China

Record of service: PYM, Edward Lawes (Geneial, '-Royd1 Marines)

Name: PYM,,-Edward Lawes (Centleman Cadet)

Date of Birth: 23 March L824

Place of Birth: W. St. Servanst, BreLagne, France

Fatherr s Name (0ccupation): Richard Elswor-uh Pym, Lieutenant, Royal
Navy

Date of Commission: 2l August 1843 (Royal Marine Light Infantry)

Break in Career: 9 August 1845 - 23 May 1846:
o-a"grrlt ra+s r Removed f rom the list of of f icers: "Absent
without 1eave, having been second in a due1"
23 May LB46: Restored to the list

Promoted General: 1BB7

Retired for Age: 1BB9 (65)

Died: 6 ApriL 1892

Miscel laneous ltems from the Record of Service:

Australian Station: Strongly recommended by Captain Erskine, who
visited this officer for this purpose: 5 May lB52

Passed Mili tary Equitation of Royal Artillery Riding School, Woolwich,
L85 4

Recorded in record: Canton service

served in IlMS BRIST0L from 16 0ctober to 1B November 1865

Appointed Instructor of Musk etry, 27 November 1865: served until
14 June 187O*

Exchanged Division with Lieutenant Colonel DeCourey** of Chatham,
l4 September 1873

* - The reports and records of this tour of duty are available in
the Royal Marines Archive o Eas tney Barracks, Southsea, Portsmouth,
Hampshi re ,

**- As recorded in the record of service: probably Lieutenant Colonel
John Michael Decourcy Meade, Royal Marine Light InfantrY.,

1
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Promotions /Pos tings /Caree r Hi gh1 i ghts :

Second Lieutenant: 21 August 1843 (Service: Iretand 7846-47)

First Lieutenant:. 25 August 1847 (Service: Ireland, Chatham

Division HMS HAVANNATH Chatham Division

Adj utant: Woolwich Division)

Captain: 27 June 1855 (Service: Adjutant, Woolwich Division:

Recruiting York: Woolwich Division)

Brevet Major: 22 June 1860 (China 1st Bn: L4 August 1857-
24 May 1860)

{service: China:

Recruiting Derby:

Woolwich Division:

IIMS BRI S TOL :

Plymouth Division:

Recruiting London)

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel: 27 May 1871 (Service: Recruiting
London)

Lieutenant Colonel: 24 May 1873 (Service: Portsmouth Division:

Chatham Divi sion)

Lieutenant Colonel Second Commandant: 1O OcEober 7877

(Serviee: Chatham Divisron:

change for Depot Walmer)

Colonel Commandant : 25 December L877 (Service: Chatham Division)

Major General: 4 June 1879

Lieutenant General: 18 i"fy 1886

General: 22 June 1887

Retired: 23 March 1889 (65 years of age)

Died 6 April 1892
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SI{AP-SIIOTS r)TI BtlARD

In,speeting 0. ELuo!a"cliot rmal-L atLft1 y:antry

llere we give some snap-shot
views of certain of the
routine duties carried on
afloat, such as come in the
dayts work of the modern
man-of-warts man and his
shiprnate, the j o 11y i"larine .

They \^7ere taken on board
one of the battle-ships of
the Channel Squadron during
its recenE cruise off t.he
coast of Spain and up the
Straits.

One of the set of photo-
graphs represents the
inspection of a smal1 arm

party of bluejackets on the quarterdeck by the gunnery lieutenant.
The gunnery lieutenant on board a battle-ship or cruiser is the
officer specially charged with the arrangements for the serving
out of sma11 arms to the
bluej ackets, and their
distribution and maint-
enance and good order, as
well as the selection of
the smal1 arm men to the
vari.ous services for r,rhich
they are told off. To him,
for one thing, is committed
the task of the selection
and supervision, r+hen under
arms on board, of the men
appointed to form landing
parties, the smal1 arm
companies of bluej ackets,
field-piece crews, pion-
eers, stretcher parties,
ammunition parties, and boat

In this illustration we see the gunnery lieutenant passing dovrn
the ranks of a sma11*arm company of bluejackets - such as would

be utilised for a landing
party - to inspect the men
and their arms, as they
stand with rifles at the
s1"ope and bayonets fixed,
on parade. The rifles,
of course, used in the
Fleet on all stations are
now magazine rif 1e s , the
Lee-I{etford - exactly the
same I4,eapon as is used by
the Army on shore.

Cther of our illustrations
shor,r a party of ioyal 11 arine
Light Infantry in their fu11
shore-going ki t , or r as it

A BATTLE SHIP

t

(THE NAVY AND ARMY ILLUSTRATED
2L JAN 1898)

ilanine.t ptLe-lJatLing tro rL in,S,1t ectio n
guards at points of disembarkation
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is officially termed, "Heavy ilarching 0rder". They, too, are in
the rig that ttrey iuould r+ear on going ashore to take part with
their bluej acket shipmates in landing party operaEions, or for
inf antry dri11, or at some revier,r on shore. In ordinary circum-
stances on board ship tire i'Iarine, of course, does tris duty in
ttre nruch more free and easy garb of serge jumper and forage or
field service cap. The brass-bound spiked helmet and cloth tunic
only appear at Divisions and on occasions of State, such as Royal
revierrs and Admiral I s inspections.

!' ..t.
il

Another photograph sho.*s
a squad of bluej ackets
being drilled on board
ship in their r,rhite working
rig. Doubling along an
uns tea<1 y deck i s by Ro
means as easy as it looks
here.

Torpedoes being tested
before firing is the subject
of our fifth illustration,
a routine practice that is
necessary in the interests
of efficiency and economy.

I{ith regard to efficiency,

To make sure that torpedoes
about to be run are in
trustworthy condition, as
a preliminary bef,ore their
run they are all brought up
on deck and slung over the
side, under control, in
order to test their float-
irrg powers . Af ter that
they are sent dor.rn for use
in the submerged torpedo-
tube rooms r or where req-
uired. Every month all
circuits, batteries, and
instruments Ehroughout the
ship are tested, and every
quarter hrhitehead torpedoes

.t/),

& w

E!-uo j c.r-h et AniaLL 6-rL!11 !)o-tLt tj 0-t d,tit-L

a l-iirperci o rnusL natu::a11-y foll-ow exact. 1y its inEended course until
it has effected its errand, and a torpedo incapabl-e of floating
at the eieoth below the surfaee for whictr it is se"t, or that dives
to the boEtom and sinks irtren fired, is not wanEed. From the point
of view of the taxpayer it is necessary also that torpedoes fired
for practice should cclme tr-r r-i:e surface after their run and
discover thenselves" If they dive and are seen no more, iE means
a lrrss:o the country r:f anything between five hundred and a
thousand pounds.

?t'

tffi; "*,W,W,r.

'o i;, :!r i

,4

..:,lff
'th.:ry

T edting tony:Q-d() a-L cL.Lc' ngtide

are run f rom ships in harbour - tr\ro runs f rom each tube. Quarterlya1so, two runs are made from each tube with the ship under way.

- o0o

51

*W." . h; *:

%*we"w
ffi:w;*" ..:, i

a/a. ,ii;1 ,



EXIRACTS FROI\'! IVIEDICAL OFFICERS JOURNAL - CRETE 19II1 Part II

15 May 41 We were asked to visit Monast,€ry Camp, a rnite and a half
away--EToE tfre Suda Road, and run a Sick Bay there, but LThen a medical
officer was sent he found they were in the midcile of moving off again.
He reported to Der however, the firthy state of the camp. Of course
I understand that when the Marines take over a camp, it is a rule to
f irrci it f i1thy. I b Iame the of f icers who know very 1itt1e about
field sanitation although they should, and shoul-d be abie to Eeach
the men. This is a constant topic of conversation and disgust auong
our medical officers, and we are agreed that no well trained boy
Scout would live in a camp under the conditions some ot these Colonial
troops do.

Surge on/tt Ball arrived in the Island today and came to see me. As
his unit of about 20O men is in the Iransit Camp at SUDA I told him
to start an RAP *'in his camp f or dealing with woLnded af ter air-rards
before sending them on to us. I managed to Bet for him, out of our
stores, a eomplete Unit Inledical Of f icert s stores. Ile himse.t-f got
hold of two Ridge tents, and until he came to us later he had a very
useful First Air Post under the oiive trees.

With a great deal of difficulty S/Lt Sugars has managed to get the
following transport for us.

2 Ambulances (We should have 5)
1 30 Cwt Truck
1 Austin Van
2 Motor Cycles

The next day, the Austin was taken away from us together wrth lts
driver. It was my idea that everyone should be able to ride a motor
cyc1e, and to some extent we were abte to fu1fi1 this by giving Iessons
when we had a spare half hour. With the original Tented Hospital, I
had already done this in England, but of course we were a much larger
unit now.

16 May 41 Direction signs are being made as well as we can to point
the way to the hospital, but so hard up are we for proper materials
that my fountain pen has to be used to write the direction signs on
pieces of wood.

L7 l(ay 4L The RE Officer came to see us about our water supply and
S/t,t Wallace and I went round the eamp with him. He was very pess-
imistic about getting the supply over from where we now draw it, and
hinteo that Eire engineers would lixe us to move. I should like to
mention that up to now this department had approved of the site. i{e
pointed out how long it had taken rhe RAMC to find this site for us
and the other advantages of remaining and iater he cheered up enough
to assure us that he would do everything he cou1d, promising to make
a start witn the pipe line on Monday next.

I added to standing orders that steel helmets were always to be worn
when firing was heard or there was any enemy aircraft overhead. This
fe11 into almost complete disuse towards the end of our stay, after
some patients who had been in Ehe hands of the enemy assured us that
the Germans considered a hospital was armed if the personnel wore
steel hetmets and was one of their excuses for firing or bombing a
hospital

We arranged for the hospital washing to be done in the village at a
reasonable price. We could not have carried on without this witn
*Regimental Aid Post 52



any degree of sterility.

After the invasion began \^7e made a pcint of collecting any steel
helmets of our own or the enemies, from the dead, when we went to
collect wounded. These we marked with a Red Cross and issued to the
bed patients for use during air-raids, and this idea seemed to give
patients some comfort and help their morale.

It was one of the most pathetic sights to see a badly wounded man
trying to cover as much of himself as he could with a feather pi11ow.

A batch of wounded arrived this eveiigg,. which:gase-us a good',oppott-
unity of seeing how the theatre ran. In fact it was just the thing
\{e wanted. By thi s time we also had several medical qases, mos t1;'
with Diarrhoea.

18 May 41 S/Commander Brown ca11ed. He wishes us to send an ambulance
into S'UDA each morning by 110O to collect his wounded. Afrer some
discussion it was agreed that SlLt Ball was rather redundant in SUDA

bec.ause S/Commander Brown has opened a Sick Bay in the Transit Camp.
It was decided that Ball and his staff should be moved here, and I
sent an ambulance for him and his men.

The aubulance was bombed and machine gunned this even[ng whilst fu11
of wounded. It was perhaps not the principle target as there were
other trucks on the road, I have always maintained that ambulances
must be painted with the largest Red Cross they will carry on the
roof , but r,re cannot obtain the red paint.

19 May 41 Chief Stoker Barrett was sent to us for opinion as to his
abiiity -o continue at sea. He had had a pretty rough time and I put
him dowa as a severe case of bomb hysteria, and kept him. It was
very interesting to watch his progress after rest, food and a job
had been given hirn. At first, he lived in a slit trench and slept
with his steel helmet oo, but gradually as he saw people working
normally around, during any sort of air-raid he began to take an
interest in things. Ia the end, he was in charge of our incinerator'
and would tend it during any sort of raid without turning a hair.
All Ehis within the space of 8 days.

If it would not give rise to a 1ot of malingering it would be worth
the experiment with these bomb hysteria cases, to just 1et them rest
for a few days in a rest camp in a eomptetely fresh environment with
something to interest them to keep them occupied.

S/l-t Ball's staff consisting of SBA B1unde11 and Grey together with
his MOA Marine Robertson were all to prove of exceptional value to
us in a day or two. Ball also brought over his two tents, one of
which we put up for an officer's ward. We now have four wounded
officers, RNR.

20 Ylay 4l Almost as soon as daylight, a very large bombardment from
the air started. This gained in intensity until about 082O. We

then saw parachute troops landing to the west of us and to the north
of us. I think everyone of the staff came running to te11 me this
during the next ten minutes. Before long there were enemy troops
all round us and at about 1020 I decided to send all the Marines,
that is M0As and ambulance drivers as an armed patrol under Marine
Harris, telling them to keep rae11 away from the perimeter of the
hospital, so that there would appear to be no connection between

During the morning's patrol, our drivers
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were ordered to retreat by the OC of a section of IrSrr Battery Royal
Marines f rom the Searchlight position 6O yards a\.^/ay f rom us.
Although Marine Harris, who was the senior hand told them that their
duty lay with us, they 1ef t with IrSrI Battery, who as far as I can
unders tand fled after smashing their lights. Harris returned at noon,
having made contact with the enemy. I would not a1low them to bring
arms into the hospital, so they took out the bolts and hid them
separately outside the hospital. After 1unch, they again went out
on patrol returning in the evening. I then EIave them the choice of
going out to fight as best they could and with whom they could join
up with or else of hiding their weapons and remaining with us.
After a quarter of an hour of discussion they decided to stay, and
I was very glad of their decision as \re needed every hand !r'e were
able to get. Looking back now, it was a very good thing for us that
Harris himself decided to stay.
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At about 1100, Capt In/oo11er arrived and wanted to borrow our tr,-ick
to get arms and ammunition for his Greek troops who were almost with-
out either. Wooller gained our admiration by going through to bring
back 400 hand grenades in the back of the truck being machine gunned
from the air almost all the time he was on the road. We never saw
our truck again. Later Wool ler told me that by noon we \,vere surround-
ed in the hospitatr but we ourselves were not sure of this at the time,
although we could hear firing going on all round us. I decided in
the forenoon to put red crosses on all the tents and trees on the
perimeter of the hospital. This was in the hope that the red cross
might be respected by the parachutists. We have been workecr harder,
but we seldom wcrked qr.ricker that when we put on these red crosses.
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P0 (Cook) Parkes astonished everybody by giving us roast beef for
dinner. He and his two cooks had worked all through the morning in
the open, carrying on with their work during the heaviest blitz arly
of us had ever experienced. I should like to say that this was
typical of the work done by Parkes and his men throughout the in-
vasion.

This morning two Greek sailors arrived from the Wireless Station a
couple of hundred yards down the road. They had been sent up by
their Commanding 0fficer to guard the hospital. I rnras rather touched
to think that although they themselves at the Wireless Station were
throughout'one of the principle targets of the enemy and had had a

very severe bombardment that morning, they could sti11 think of us
being undefended. Of course, I sent the two Sailors back ap5ain at
once. One spoke very excellent English and each day he made his way
to us to see his wounded friends from the Wireless Station. Each
day he was a fer+ shades paler and his eyes more bloodshot, until
the last day when he was carried to us as a patient. I do not think
he had slept the whole time.

P0 Empson volunteered to take out the ambulance as we had no driver,
to collect wounded. He went with SBA Beaumont and Beddingfield,
and brought back some wounded from the gun site down the road, which
had had a terrible hammering all day, two gliders having landed
opposite it, and all that were left of the gunts crews taken prison-
ers, until released by the Royal Marines under the command, I think,
of Capt Laxton. Wooller told me toni.ght when he came in from patrol
that the enemy had been mopped up to the East of us, and that those
on the flanks and front were gradually being eliminated by his Greeks

We noI^7 have so many Greek patients that I had to ask the Greek
Battation in M0URNIES if we could keep one of their stretcher bearers
who spoke English to act as an interpreter. This waq granted and
so GE0RGE KISSAMETAXAS joined the 1st RN Tented Hospital. He rdas to
prove invaluable, and became an extra nurse doing any and every job
with the utmost cheefulness.
out of CRETE with us"

A11 the medical officers sleep
patients, 4od partly because I
on the outski rts of the camp.
the s taff takes cover during an
the patients in the wards.

I^Ie h ave b e en rrn ab

I am glad to say that \i/e brought him

in wards, partly to help reassure the
do not like isolated people sleeping
I have made it a rule that nobodY of
air-raid but spends the time with

2l r{tay 4l
2L 5 4L,

1e to get rations
of a signal sent

today.
to us from "VAR0t' TO0 1015 hrsA copy

" Ca.n ll0u talzz in pcLtiQ-ntt? Hot,tt Mctnq?tl

Copy of our rep1y, T00 1110 hrs

" PatiQ-ntt 6tin-X- c0ming in. Una"bX-e tc: (Lc-czpt
Q-v a"cuats-d pa.tiQ-nt' . "

At 0540 this morning S/LT Sugars and LSBA Black drove the
into CANEA in an effort to get food, and they were partial
fu1. The Baker, for instance, i.n the bakery, refusing to
of his dug-out to give bread. They were machine gunned a1
after daylight broke" I had asked Sugars to call at HQ to
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could get news f or oe, but he was unceremonious 1y greeted. He riTas 'however, given a noLe to take to the Transit Camp in 42nd Street,
and this enabled him to obtain two more ambulances for us. One of
these broke down during the journey and the one we'did get we were
later told to send to Force HQ.

Lieut Corbett, brought in this morning from the gun site with some
of his men, told me that when the gliders landed opposite him he
only had one rifle to six men to defend themselves. He was fu11 of
praise for the Royal Marines who rescued him.

At L215 a Roman Catholic Priest arrived having walked out from CANEA.
IIe was Father Ainsworth, and we saw a 1ot of him 1ater. We very much
appreciated his arrival and cheering news, the first we had had since
the invasion started. Ile promised to return at 1800 to bury a

patient who had just died.

During the afternoon our drivers
returned and I got a statement
from the senior one. The drivers
were naturally unpopular with

Canea , Cemeternv , the res t of the s taf f who under-

SUDA BAY

stood them to have run away,
and did not realise they were

Suda .-. ordered to by an of f icer. I,
Mourni""\ K,i;;;y/) :1":::;l:;,?il; ::.T,,.:l:il:"_
^....'./"^,. I ::":n: I:::"1:'in!'{;;"3;:,1

therefore, gave them a chance

-,,\ { -r- ."\ !l sent a rloLe LU Lrre r[allsPulL
"""' ' ... *\ ( Coy, telling them the situationr'^.,^'- r'\ 'r\ "),. t il';"ll'i;:"":I;'"olrLrworrall

''l\ *,\ 'r-\ -^. \ arrived in answer to the note 'j."\ : 
l-\ 

",r\ \ 
of,llveu rtr arrswEr' LU LUE uvLst

"'"\ ji\ & 
-- and asked me to keep the drivers.

I promised to point out to the
rest of the staff the true situation, thLt an officer had given them
the order to leave, which, however misguided Eo our minds' was sti11
an order. I must s4y, that I am very sorry this incident ever occurr-
ed because the drivers put in some very fine work after this, in
the best traditions of the Royal Marines, and they more than regained
their popularity with the staff.

At 16OO the Theatre light l,rras causing some anxietY, so S/l,t Sugars
and the driver Phil-1ips drove through a very severe blitz to get our
other battery which was being charged at Ordnance" At one time we
were using one of the ambulance batteries for the Theatre, and be-
fore this we used the X-Ray engine for lighting, until it broke down.
The TheaLre was in constant use throughout the day. The ambutance
brought back some bread and some wounded, including our first German
patient, a Parachutist with a wound of the 1eg. We dischatged two
men from the 234 Battery who brought in patients last night on a

horse drawn cart. They were in such a bad mental state that I gave
them a bed for the night. At 16OO the Chaplain not having arrived,
and having two corpses on my hands, I decided to bury them myself.
This was our first funeral, and I was to conduct quite a number be-
fore we 1eft. As we had no book of Common Prayer but the Bib1e, I
used to read from Corinthians, Chapter 15. The Service got shorter
and shorter during the week owing to lack of time, but we always
tried to carry it out with as much dignity as we could eommand. I
always served out alcohol to the funeral party afterwards.

Brltlsh Uar
C-eneteny
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Shortly be f ore thi s r^7e were being machine gunned, which enraged me

so much that I went and abused the German paEient to the best of my
ability, pointing at the red cross on my arm. Ile was very shaken by
the planes overhead and cowered down under the bed clothes, but he
always maintained by signs, that his countrymen did not fire on the
Red Cross. In future, we always had red crosses made of sheets on
the ground and were never actually bombed, although machine gunned
and bombed all round the edges of the hospital where a road and a

path ran. Troops kept moving up these two communication lines and
we never knew when we were going to get a direct hit. Being spatter-
ed by earth and stones from bombs was quite ';sual. I had a near
escape myself, 3o incendLary bu11et passing over my shoulder, which
thank God, I did not see, br.it which was af terwards pointed out to me

and the metal found.

Wool ler arrived -about 2000 and was cheerf u1
parachutists had been dropped yesterday.

He told us about 5,O00

Whilst in the Theatre about midnight, Co1 Kendrick SMO ca11ed and
when I had finished showed me the news and the position with the
aid of a map. WhilsE not very cheerful nells, it was good to get
something official at: 1ast. (To be Continued)

FOOTNOTE
fte querV about 'SERA' on page L9 (1ine 45) of Part One in this
article (previous issue) has been clarif ied by two members- John
Coleby suggests that the word is the plural for the Latin medical
term i SenUM' (a blood related f luid usecl. f or inoculations) and this
is endorsed by Lt Co1 Jimmy Eagles who also points out that on page
16 reference to Colonel Lucas should read t Lukis t . Further correct-
ions are regrettably necessary in Patiick Ennor's artiele; on t,he
bottom line of page 29 for Michael Pravite read tPreviLet and on
page 31 (1ine 9) for Major Edwin Bowing read 'Bowriog'. (EDIT0R)

E RRATUM
In Volrrme XII
tweekst, and
(according to
(EDrroR).

- ooo -

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 64)

Ivlost of these marines in the 19th RM Battal-ion (1940-L942) feft to
join various other units such as MNBD0l and 2; 40 and 4L Commando;
DEMs, a few for RMtsPD, then many to serve as crews for Landing Craft
They were mostly HOs, but they had a task to do which they did with
credit.

FO O TNO TE
A summary report on the activities of che 19th RM Bn (formerly
Auxilaiary Bn) can be found on page 37O of James D Ladds authorised
history book ''THE ROYAL lvlARINEs 1919-198O'. From this we know that
the battalion (mostly tradesmen) carried out extensive engineering
projects, buifding roads, canteens, Mr11 tsay naval camp, a pier and
storage wharf at Rinnigitl, as well as drainage on Hoy and Flotta
islands, and much more. (EDIT0R)

No 2 an page 60 (1ine 45) for three hours read three
on page 62 the photograph caption should be dated
Pat Golding included in the group) as L945, rot 1943.

5l



REIvlINISCENCES t]F A I^IARTIIVIE OFFICER

By Maj or Patrick DA Ennor (RMHS)

Part II

Whoever, at the Royal Marine Office, had laid down our scale of
uniform had made a considerable mistake in ordering us to provide
ourselves with Khaki Service Dress but with trousers only' No doubt
this v/as intended as an economy and in anticipation of battle dress
- which had already been heard of - but even at the Depot and at the
Three Headquarter,:Divisions a certain amount of field work was under-
taken and nothing is more unsuitable for this than trousers flapping
round the ankle and acquiring a plentiful dressing of mud. By the
time r,/e \./ent to Kingsdown we had got fed up with this an<i most of us
provided ourselves with breeches or plus-fours and puttees. It took
a long time for a battledress to be accepted in the Marines and I
believe that at Chatham until so late as 1941 it continued to be
regarded as a type of overall and could not be worn in the mess even
at luncheon. Apart from its hideous appearance it has always seemed
to me that service dress, with puttees, is not only a far smarter but
also a far more practieable outfit.
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In order to protect our service dress we were issued with a very
good blue canvas overalt suit. which must have looked a bit odd w

khaki eaps. We did not always have to wear gloves but I remember
'rigBer' 

- Phi11ipps, addressing us one morning, sayin g "(lz do not'
Ln iome ne.giment,s, intltt uf)on qoutL wearLing glova-L, but i{ Aou do
Llea",L gl-ove-i the-q uJiLL be buttoned ufr. Yz,sten-daq a.6tQ-,Lnoon I ,saw

od{iee-tt,s Ln tl4e-- town and ont buttan od the- Ledt-l,tand g.Lavz- o{ one
then WaA undone-. Tl,tat I WiLL not h&ve." As no one had even seen
Adjutgrt in the town, Do further proof of his magic powers could
requi red .

irh

a"L

two
od
the

be

A highly important problem which arose during our first days at Deal
was what we were to wear at night. Mess jackets at dinner had
disappeared on the outbreak of war, and the few regular subalterns
in barracks generally wore blue serge for supper. We had expected
that we would probably be expected to provide ourselves with blues or
at least wear dinner jackets, and Geoffrey Sherman said he would
refer the matter to Colonel Sturges. A characteristic answer came
back z "TeLL then tha"t I don't ca-ILa- wL at the-A wearL 8o ,Long 0.L Lt L,sn't
uni Io rLm'. "

During our period of preliminary instruction at Deal a very well known
re tired officer, Gerry De Berry, rej oined for service . He had served
as a very young subaltern as Signals Officer in the famous 4t!;,
Battalion aE Zeebrugge in 1918. With some difficulty he was induced
to give us a talk on this famous action - and very impressive and
enthralling it rras. One incident which he related was that shortly
before going alongside the Mole at Zeebrugge they were all tol-d to
sit down on the upper deck of the ship, under the bulwark5. As they
came under fire a 1itt1e drummer boy near Gerry began to sniveA,
whereupon the Sergeant Major came across the deck and proceeded to
give the boy a good clouting about the ears. Gerry De Berry said
that any tendency which he himself might also have had to display a

similar feeling of "wind up" was completely dispersed by the eonvict-
ion that the Sergeant Major would have been quite prepared to serve
him likewise if necessary.

At Christmas 1939 $re were given a few days 1eave. Michael Prgvite
had his cer at Deal and drove Richard Darwall and me uD to London.
This was a deliriously happy time. Absence had indeed made our
hearts grow fonder. There was stil1 quite a degree of glamour attach-
ed to being in uniform as many people had not yet got into the
Services. We were very pleased with ourselves, proud of our Corps,
and in the feeling that rrre should have an early opportunity to take
part in ellsnSive action against the enemy. London was crowded and
Zay, earlier anxiety regarding heavy air attacks had been dispelled,
living and pleasures were chelp as prices had not yet started on
their astronomical careers, and luxuries and comforts were sti11
readily available. Maybe there was something of the atmosphere of
the Duchess of Richmondr s Waterloo ball about all this.

Shortly after our return to Deal Richard Darwell asked me if I had
noticed that our pay for Ehe period we had been on 1eave, had been
higher than at other times. As our pay was at that time 4lLOd. per
day even the smallest increase in it was conspicuous, and I replied
that I had and supposed that it represented some form of leave or
ration allowance. Richard said that the Crown was Lhe first employer
whom he had eneountered to pay one uore when absent than when present
at duty. Apparently the authorities preferred him to be away - as
they paid him more - and as he himself found it very much more agree-
able to be in London he proposed to suggest that such an arrangement
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should become permanentl

Our lives and training at Kingsdown have been described by Evelyn
Waughr s far abler pen than mine, * but conditions were slightly
different for those of us who sought permission to live out. This
was not very difficult to obtain - in fact I fancy the authorities
rather welcomed the request as it reduced some of the heavy strain
on the resources particularly the plumbing of Kingsdown IIouse.
Richard and I, being regarded as respectable married men, easily
obtained the necessary permission whieh to his great annoyance was
refused to Michael Previte, who, being heavily engaged, and with
thoughts and eyes for no one but his affianced was the pattern of
steadiness and respectability. Thanks to Margaret Clinghan who lived
at Kingsdown and who kindly took us under her wing, Richard and I
became the temporary prdprietors of a very comfortable 1ittle sea-
side house, complete with cook-housekeeper; she looked after us very
well and was quite a good cook, but she was absolutely stone-deaf
and how she managed to converse with my Marine Kirke remains a
mystery. We were allowed to "take up" a supply of port from the Deal
Mess and succeeded in making ourselves what Richard described as
"very cosy" despite the laborious trudge through the snow morning
and eveninB,' to arld -f rom"Kingsdown- IIouse.

One of the perpetual jokes practiced by the Medical Branch of the
Royal Navy was to grade the 1ame, the blind, the maimed and the aged
as "Fit for shore service on1y. " This may have been satisfactory
enough in the case of sailors, whose most arduous shore seryice was
perhaps sqreeping up the leaves irr the Naval Barracks, it was rnost
unsatisf actory in the case of Marines, and'a man who was f ound to be
incapable of struggling from the RM Mess deck to trX'r turret in a
warship might well be found in a field unit where he was required Eo
march long dis tances, over protracted periods, carrying heayy equip-
ment. Continual representations r{rere made but the of f icial
phraseology had to be employed and it was a long time before we got
this piece of nonsense remedied.

Another retired officer who joined at Deal on re-employment $/as Cecil
Twissleton-wykeharn-Fiennes, known for short as Nogs r or Twiss. Nog
Fiennes had left Marlborough during the 14-18 War, joined the Navy,
under age as an ordinary seaman, and served in the operation at
Antwerp. Subsequently he became a regular officer in the Marines,
and served on until the 192O's. Then he came into considerable
property and left the Service. Nogs was very typical of those of his
class and generation who had had the unsettling experience of reach-
ittg manhood during the 14-18 War. Many such as he were to be found.
when friends and r were school-boys and yourlg men they were the
cynosures of our eyes. These sti11 youngish men, charming, poised,
of good family, slightly overdressed, many of them invested with
glamour and distinguished service, sti11 with some private means
(and some of them with ample) had a great zest for living but very
1itt1e enthusiasm for honest toil ! Hunting, shooting, fishing,
racing, driving Bentleys in competition, Society - all the pleasures
of life were theics, but despite this frivolous existence most of
them possessed to the fu11 that eapacity for leadership which is now
so much more often discussed but so far less frequently encountered.
Alas there is no place for such as them in this new wor1d.

Nogs Fiennes
longed to an

* Men at Ar-md

certainly was a leader to us. Although he rea1Iy be-
earlier generation he was a subaltern and very much
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identified himself with usr and was a fund of information and re-
miniscence. IIe was nominally a member of the Directing SEaff of
Kingsdown but through his unique position he provided a valuable
influence in bridging the gap between pupils and instructors. There
were uany young officers of those days who owed mueh to Nogrs kindly
influence, and unobstrusive word in season.

I once asked him if, having been out of the Service for a good many
years, he found much difficulty in the Military problems in which he
was required to instruet us. He replied that Lhe TEWTs*,arld exercises
were exactly the same as he himself had done over the very same
terrain years before, that the position of the Bren Gun in the staff
solution to the problem was under the identical bush which had for-
merly concealed the Lewis gun, and that all the problems rnTere some*
what simplified as there were now only three sections per platoon
to position instead of four. As the 1ie of the land and all geo-
graphical features were almost perpetually obscured by deep snow
throughout Lhe time we were at Kingsdown it was difficult to recon-
cile the ground as we saw it, with the topographical situation
described in the schemes.

The Brigadier designate of the Royal Marines Brigade, which we were
to join, was St Clair-Morford. He was a real fire-eater and hTas
reputed to be equally handy with, and ready to use, pistol, fists,
srrrord, or hunting whip . He had a mos t alarming appearance which I
suspeet he cultivated rather than endeavoured to modify. We, at the
Depot, had already met hin - when he came to have a look at us - but
I think his first eneounter with the other three batches from the
Port Divisions was at Kingsdown. Brigadiar A C St Clair-Morford MC
used quite often to attend, and sometimes take part in, our instruct-
ional exercises. During one indoor exercise which he lras conducting
he wished to illustrat.e the wrong ways for a platoon to make an
attack, and then the right. Tn his description the hypothetical
platoon, which did the attack wrongly was "commanded by Ennor", that
which did it correctly was "eomnoanded by Podmore". This was awfu1.
We were all desperately keen to acquit ourselves well and I immed-
iately coneluded that the Brigadier had singled me out in this
invidious way because he rea11y thought I was one of the worst.. I
also developed an immediate, but I am glad to say, short 1ived, dis-
like for Lawrence Podmore! Much soothing by Nogs Fiennes was required
to a11ay my agitation after this incident and I remember years after
telling Brigadier St Clair-Morford about it when he replied that he
hadntt rea11y known anything about either Ennor or Podmore but just
used two of the names which he happened to rememberl

Almost our last activity at Kingsdown was to visit various military
field works sti1l in deep snow - on the Downs above Ringwould.
Nogs Fiennes, who was leader'of our syndicate that afternoon, in-
dicated an excavation in the ground of which the outlines were just
discernable and explained "This is a field 1atrine". we, suitably
impressed, gazed, at it intently. As we moved off I heard the leader
of the next syndicate to reach the "stand" inform his charges: "This
is a field oven". I wonder which of them was right!
*Tactical Excercise Without Troops

(To be Continued)
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

FEBBRUARY 1941

()F THE RI'l AUXILIARY BATTALION

By f' C Adans

0600 Hours

Ar precisely 0600 hours the bugler sounded reveitle, the stridenE
notes echoing back from the hi11s above the camp that housed che
Royal l.larine Aux BatEalion stationed at Lyness on the island of Hoy
in the Orkneys. It rudely disturbed the slumbers of the 4A marines
of F Company sleeping in IIut 2 who just muttered invectives and
turned over again until rcith a erash Ehe door of Ehe hut swung open
and the duty sergeant strode in not with the usual "Rise and Shine"
but a more conciliigory' tone of voice, "Now eone on 1ads, its another
day and the weather outside is sti11 Brass Monkey".
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Anyone who has experienced the Orkney Isles in winter knows what
that means, so with a gruuble and a curse, reluctanc bodies rose
from under their many blankets to faee the daily trek through the
dark and mud to the ablutions for the usual cold warer wash and shave
It was to be monEhs before the unit (soon to be ca11ed the 19th RM
Battalion) had the pleasure of hot running L'ater and flush toilets.
For the latter it hlas just a Iarge bucket each end of the hut in the
lobbies for night use, but for the other bodily functions it was a
night or day trip of some fOO yards to a three sided hut which housed
long planks with suitable holes cut in and underneath large buckets.
Woe betide the poor marine who having to go at night would srumble
along in the darkness and uud, braving the elements, only to sit in
urisery with perhaps the vind whipping around his neEher regions at
5O niles per hour.
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O70O Hourb
The bugler sounds off , "Mess orderlies to the Cookhouse?', then the
notes to tell aI1 and sundry what gear to wear for the day. Orlskins
and seaboots and stoekings, (we hardly wore anything else unless ir
was cold and dry), then it was a call for duftle coats and balaclavas.
At divisions on Sundays it was khaki dress No = and all brass highly
polished, then we had the pleasure of the coupany of our Co1one1.r

O73O Hours
feas maae, tit stowed away, and the overnight buckets slopped out,
then the walk through the dark to the mess to what was generaLLy

X""11ed brealcfast if that is the right work, "Herrings In" as we calI-
' ed them is not the ideal way to start a ffaxd days woric, heated in

the tins atter our complaints, t.hen finally consigned out of the
windows after being served up once more. The result was 7 days CB,
not as though this mattered much as we had nowhere to go.

080O Hours
tirIT-TfEe ttre bugle cal i to parade r- s immaterial f or everyone has
heeded the time worn phase, OSOO hours on parade means 0755, so
outside each company office the morning ritual begins rain or shine.
Names checked, sict< fa11 in at the rear, then the names for the
various working parties ca1led aI1 of us praying that it is not our
turn for the Heldale trip; this consisting of l,rbading drums of oil
on to tractors at Rinnigill then folloiuing them- aE'a". sobils'paee,Ep
the steep side of the hilfs until the terrain and bogs make further
progress impossibte. Then at this point cradles are strapped to
marines backs and three gal1on drums of oi1 are placed on them and

* it would oe a mile or so yomping_to dispose of it at the pumping
s tation on the edge of ttie lake whicir he id the water f or the base .

If any new words have been invented
knee deep into a bog with a load on
the end o f the day that c raci 1e f e 1c

then it was here, for slipping
ones back is no picnic and by
like a Eon weight.

The steveciores knew their role for they had been doing it for some
time and the gangs were hardly ever changed but for the rest it was
one different j ob after another.

Str11 we were thankful to the stevectores for they were the ones who
could cadge some tea, sugar and butter, it unloading a general cargo
boaE, and when working a refrigeraLed one there was always bacon
that was given as a bonus for the hard work.

So it went on until all ranks had been given their tasks, building
roads and piers etc.

Many had menial jobs in camp, cleaning the ablurions, cleaning the
different stores and messes, even whitewashing the coal dump.

Partres for Nissen hut building, others for erecting more huts in
our own camp and to camouflage those already standing, also gangs
for digging elephant pits. Scapa Flow was definiteiy not the place
the Germans would try and take for there were always too many war-
ships in the bay tswinging round their buoys'as the saying went.

O82O Hours
ATT G;TGs board the trucks which then proceeded to the various
parts of the base and so started another day of toir with the cold
creeping into the bones and all feeling J"ost in ears and nose.
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Compared to the work involved
camps would have been a light
went on"with maybe a break for
the order to board the trucks

and conditions endured on Hoy, POW

relief I Ai 1 through the morning work
a mug of 'chart then at 1200 hours

and back to camp for dinner.

rum issue and orderlies
buglers, for staEioned in

which seemed to be for the
evidently meant as a pool

In the meantime the bugle ca1ls for mai1,
to the cookhouse had rung out; We had good
camp hras a uni-t of the RM School of Muslc
1 9 til Bat t a 1 i or& pe rs oo.r-I"{ tn"" gh -I;-;as
for Fleet band3.

T23A Hours
Bugle caII for dinner and a mad scramble down to the mess to see who
can get in Lhe iine first, then just che sound of ravenous men eatlng
until the duty officer enters shouting in chorus wrth the sergeant,
"Arry Comptaints", but no one in the mess takes any notice for they
knew that you ate what was <iished up.

1330 Hours
oillE-?lfTi- tt,e bugle sounds; this is to fa1| in and board tne trucks

2 back to work. It made one wish he had been picked for the party to
,- go to IIoIm Sound to help the Il4_ll3-tr_PO!I-F uuild tne Churchiil Barrier,

at ieast pienty of time passed on the journey across the F1ow.

So many various tasks; refuelling destroyers, escort duties to take
or pick up miscreants from the Fleet who had overstayed leave or had
acted in otirer ways detrimental to the good nane of Ehe service.
Name a job and the marines did itl

173O Hours
6-n--Ehe-ETucks again and back to camp, weary, cold and in general f ed
up, but at least there were no guard duties to perform as there was
a permanent guard for the base raised from the 19th Battalion.

I 8OO Hours
AIET:I-TEe rush is oor but this time more orderly, for many of the
men are sti11 in the task of trying to get mud and grime, coal dust
etc, off their face and hands. Tea is just bread and jam plus a wad
of cake, but there is no shortage of tnat vital fiuio tea. AE least
now our time is our own until reveille the following morning; not
that there is much we can do in the ciark cold nrght.

So back to the hut to stoke up the stove ready for the nrghtly tty-
up and Eo make the card schools and rest our weary bodies; some
would be asleep by 2100 (out to tire worlo) and even the noise in the
hut would not disturb them.

22OO Hours
TIE-TZTEE-ot the last post ring out followed by 'lights out' and we
do this, but as soon as the duty sergeant has been round on they go
again as no one can see from outsiae for the blackout is so effecEive
and so the various goods obtained are produced and the tfry-upt
starts. How we stayed in good health is one big surprise for by
2230 the smog from cigareEtes and the cooking was so great that one
could not see the end of the hut, and in this 40 tired out souls had
to sleep; but sleep most of us did, no doubt either dreaming of home
or of what the next day would bring.

(CONTINUED BOTTOM OF PAGE 57)
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