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LANCASHIRE ItIARlNES uv Norman (Loftv) llolstencroft (RMIIS) ParE II

Sincesubmittingmyfirs|1'ticleontheManchesterl"larineCorpslhave
seen a copy oi"Eorlo"r ri"iii,-u""t ,Brit'i"" Sea Soldiers" and found

that the author hta--"o'ut"a the subject thoroughly'

Ican,however,addalittlelocalreseareh(IliveinLancashire)and
withthehelpofpresscYttingsofeventsatEempttoanswersomeofrhe
qo."tions posed bi Co1 Fieldrs book'

The Manchester ,larine corps were certainly divided amongst ships of the

f leet but rt e coio,.rrs did- iot go into aetion. They were used f or re-

cruiring purposes as rh-. f ;;;.;i";-cutting illustrate:.:, 
^lht 

unf ortunate

Sergeant Shaw was undoubt"iiy englged in reeruiting duties '

tAnnLLsttl.-TttLadoA.,a'.t'Lt-dhami-tl'ulllanchot*en'llanlneConptc&mL'
at'tended btt a gew t-anionda and" a b";;";i.--iiiTtt''-and two e'Logant'

{Lo.gd otl colound,. 0.n lni"Luioiiung buaLnetb. . ]hz Rov' John

G^L66LL,L attende.d .to T,'i"uo'i-7'.iiii- rln"l"iiri enlltLed' some 6ew

trtirrt;tf^fz;.,oXl"2T*?!L^. -. r\*o monnlns one sznsearut' Shaw ' q 6

Aahton-unden-Lqne, "u,i' 
Ltid iinoot 'i*n"'oo"'iio.ii""i a menL'L t'l'tat he'

dle,d Aoon a{ten')'

Thequestionof].ocalofficersservingwiththeManehesterMarineCorps
is answered by the fact-that John Lees (a master weaver) of church Lane'

Oldham and laier Lord of it " f"f toor of Wetoett' Ha1l' 
'o, 

as eommissioned in

rhe Lancashire volunre"' Miii;i;, orti*;;;;;-::::ll:; the rank of colonel'

In f act, Ehe Manchester Marine Corps r^7as a recruitin[ organisation ad-

minisrered by the Lancashire Volunteer uniii;i;: Thi; is confirmed by a

subscripLion list to r,.o"*rttitt Voluntee;-niiitia which includes a gLft

by rhe Recror-of Middletoi-.o-.r,. LvM b;; laat in brackets (to MMC)'

I can trace io-'ucord of other 1oca1 offieers'

SubsequentPressrePortsdescribetheeoloursasbeingpresentedtothe
Oldham Association which i" again ' l'"""ashire Volunteer Militia'organ-

isarion. The report reads ttls (uhe t;;;;;-;f dislovaltv bv '' *ilitia-

man is incruded ro irrus.r.."-it " feeli;;;-"i-.rr.-people ar rhat time):

lrJune24t.h,-TLtLado,qtlte.L}.dham.At,soclatLonhadt.helncoloun.t
con^ecnate.d., wLch *hzLu*'i-ulL;;;-;i aq uita tee's ii the Malon' The

men (Lned, 
^CImo 

exafei.i-rift-u,.t,. oni'L'i'i'iu''-.yn $)Lnton pioached a

^er7:mon 
on tl,ts ctcatio'i'l 

- liiiltLo.n-io'|o tlnat Ll4ete coLctuu we'La-

dubtenlbed {on bq *tJi' 0L'di;;-i.iaii-.'- t,,Lo^ Le.e^ (agLenwand's Mnt

ctt"ppendalel wat aou?,nLTi'"i'q ra;-^j;L'; reii-, o{ ct'tinin Lo'ne' wt'to

ytuncttaied, Wetnet.Lt. 'He wa,s & man tt" n;;41'.+o^A"t-eiAtlc tplnlt' a"nd

made an extttaond"inon,l- n-p-iLen ow *t+id occaa' 'on'- 
il Ladlot '\' tald ho'

on noceLvlns tttete ;'rt;rr;;",'",;'; ii'iii"i-irruu coliuna wLt snat'Ltude'

wqt n diiend- an wL, 'd|;L7';ilau,"-4";" 
L6- ti' Fnench tl+oot'en tht 

'Las^

at)a'a *iti bnLns t|"';:;;;-;;;L';; wiLr- sn-eat'^sene'ta"L evL'L mado 0' mo'LL

polnted o|L po.tent ^e!LLZi;*i;; 
an-ii|.,i|", i,l o:enhzn, then llLtt HLLton,

wa^ a tubtc;.lbe.,L to-iiiou {,Lag.,s,'iia-Lr *io dnom ltn HLLt'on Gne'avet

trno,t r Le,.nnt thlt tiiia. -Buz uuz'i*ii'"L";;;u".io,,to thone wotLQ' nallont

and nallLns,s . t m t"a;;';' Lnu-Z'i fii'*'i"'i'" tii.ury, 6no"m thz Maner+er ten

Gaze.tte, A,funLL 25, f i003- ri^"gu"t"ii*in-o{ tL'4 ,Ldham ca"valnq' &n

honeat butc.tztt, gooaul- LU LnQ'-,l;;ii;; ytEventtl ot t'ho tlmea' Lo't'elq

,seceded gnom tlte .r;;; L'na"'iita-iLo l'Jon'^o' r.bz i'nit a"et' o6 dl^-

I-or4at-tq iome o{ ttru"n0^Ldfiili7"i, ;Vi"; Citt''amitus' bunnt hlm in
e66Lsa 

"'
Ihavebeenunab].etotracethefinalrestingplaceofthecoloursandl
fear they are gone foru.r"t. 

-it" spirit ana ioiale of the people despite
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many deprivations l^rere typified by the press report on the outbreak ofthe French Revol-utionary tr{ars. Y;t from tiue t; time there was sporadicrioting in many parts of the country; brought on ir, *o"t cases by highfood prices. -! '
nl793' -.1 paude t,o calL att.entlon to t.tte nanel o$ tlto,se 1;d.ttameuwho atood i'n the qarr in il;;;-;iintn,/,.i-iu'i1".'" TtLi.: i;;;;u;;al pantdon gt-onq" ,st.ood tn'gland. i;-;r;;- rtead. at-iiat tlme. pitt, thegLeat mlnitten od .pLace, iad,- a'iin tiiiei-iiii*w"n agaiut ttl,s outnwlaLter , The couitn,4 aelmaniia-;;';," it iit,/'iid;p;;;;ua .ii."ir;';;_;; b;i';;;i,tl;" 6uo\ od a ruufr"th2fil"Z^!:fl^^itro*uuapubLic oytinion. Fnance t'oob t'l,te Lead. iil. ie'oiining t$arl, and. tltenet'00'^ no choice but [on Engt"and.- ii tii_i*l 

- 
oi-il* u*at to p,Lepa.,Le 6ondigl'Lting. Henee tie enLzatuenii itL ouurr-tii .ountnqt-

The hor"seman and the footmenAre pouning in amain
F::om many a stately manket placeo
F::om many a fnuitful plainr-
F::om *_"ly a lonely ham:-et, '
Which hid by beech and. pine,
Like an eagles nest, hangs on the crest0f the grimy o1d pennine;

?and.on the ta*t. Line.t,
The Manchester Marine corps when raised undoubtedl-y marched to the GrandDivision to take uP their duties. The Militia ror'ces by and large wereanalogous in training and discipii"u--to the Reserve Forces of today.The recruits accepted for serviee in the Manchester Marine corps wouldbe virtually trained soldiers wtro rrra 

-"erved 
in Militia units previously,hence the abil-ity to send Ehem into action afte.;;iy two months service.

The Militia was the oldest force the "o:la.rv. ?ossessed and in facr rep-resenred the rrained bands of -er,r1y ungri"t "rri;;;;;: The Forces wereplaced under the Lieutenant of the couity who was vested with theauthority for the appointment of officers commissioning and dismissar.The cost of the *t"t"*t training of ia-J.y" f.1r upon rhe locaL aurhority.offences against discipline were tried by civil magistrates but with apower to the officers of fining and of impri"orr*.rI-ir in default.
rt rrTas the instrument of 'the state rather than the crown. The crown haddirecE eontrol of-the n"g"1ar- (sa"rairrg Army) which consisted nainly ofhired soldiers and was *Jr" than once r."r,rii"a uy 

"orr"cription,confined, however, to persons of the vagrant elas" rot having r-awfu1employment, whilst rhe form"r ,i"-*.i"i, composed of those having afixed abode and srarus. ih;-*iii.il"rny" 
"r,joy"a io, *"oy years, ascompared with the regular forces, a "o"irr ri ir.ir-"" a constitutionalsuperiority.

Lancashire has always had a wonderful reputation for providing recruits,hence the counry had more regimenrs rhan' .i, 
-;;;.;-iru, 

, prorracredperiod. so rertile a recruiiirrg ;;";-;;s Lancashire rhat afrercontinued failure to find solidJrs in ai" Exeter area, the xxth EastDevonshire Regiment marcnea north i' rigg and 300;;; joined the coroursimmediately at Preston. so began the xxthts long association withLancashire and the change of ,ri*" to trr" Lancashire Fus i liers on I s tJuly 1881.

The Regiment 
'": originarry -raised by sir Robt. peyton who had servedunder lJil1iam of oraige on the continent and r-andei 

"t Torbay in r6gg,He raised six independent companies in Exeter and District. The
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Regiment was first known by the names of suecessive CoLonels including
Gustavus Hanilton and Kingsley untiL 1782, when it became the Twentieth
East Devonshire Regiment of Eoot, in or.der that a connection might be
cultivated between the Regiment and that county, with a view of
promoting the success of the Recruiting Service, (this move as has
already been written was not a suceess.)

After many successes the Regiment was selected for sea service in lTAz
and was embarked in four transports. It forrned part of the expedition
against Cadiz in 1702 thereafter sailing to the West Indies, serving as
marines untiL 1704. At this time the Regiment comprised the Colone1s,
the Lt Colonels and the Majors Companies, and nine others commanded by
captains. Each company had about 50 soldiers, one of whom, i, Captain
St Glairrs Companyr proved to be a woman.

AcknowledgemenEs.
Short Ilistory of the
Rowbottoms Annals of

Lancashire Fusiliers
01dham.

Norman Wol-steneroft

MajGenGSSurtees

I page 2t line two, the
no,t EUTCEINSON.

oOo

ERRATUM. In Part I (Sheet Anchor Vol XII No
ffiptainrs surname should read as IIUTCHISON

EXTRACTS FROlvl "THE REGIMENT" JOURNAL OF IB97

0wing to a scarcity of shoemakers and tailers in the Royal Marines,
the D.A. General R.M. has notified to recruiting officers that every
effort is to be made to obtain suitable men of these trades for the
Corps. The men are to be specially enlisted for work at their trades,
and wilL not be required to fuIfi11 the whole of the conditions laid
down in the recruiting instructions.

oOo

Captain Kish, of the Royal Marines, who was in the habit of regularly
buyin'g a paper at the railway-station of a certain Eown famous for its
Naval associations, was starting for London one day, when a boy from
the bookstall of W.g. Smith & Son proffered him the usual paper.

0n the. CapEain declining it, saying "No, tLtanb Uou; not to-do,l, boAr"
the 1ad looked disappointed for a moment, and then said, with an
indescribably comical leer:
))You'd bettzn tabe onz, aln; 'coa L6 gou dont t 7' LL teI-X- ou,L goveftno,L,
a"nd he'iI-.t- Stofr Uourl u,interl Leave don AeL,tt

The late Mr W.H. Smith was then First Lord of the Admiralty.

oOo

Volunteers are being caLled for at the Royal Marines Barracks,
Stonehouse, for course of training as masons, with a view to being
employed on the naval rsorks at Ascension and Bermuda where there is
great demand for men of that trade.
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rRoM ''THE DERBY MERCURY'. I I JUNE 17 41

(From the LONDON-EVENING POST)

Extnact od a. Lott.en {nom LLeutenant CoLoneX. iLACLE|O, ta hit Lad"q, d.ated
dnom Boeco.chlea, Ma"neh 30, 1741 .

0n the 22d, of Feb. while we Iay in Irifh Bay, Hifpaniol-a, we received
on board the Tranfports 28 Men per Companyr that had been put on Board
the Men of War at Port-Royal, and who were now reLieved by the American
Troops. On the 25th, the whole Fleet failed for Carthagena, and on the
4tt, of March, in the Eveningrs anchorrd to the Eaftward of the Bay.
The Tranfport Ships, with CoL. Watfon and the Train on board, did not
eome upr and thereby prevented our landing immediately. On the 5th in
the l"lornirg, a Signal being made on board the Admiral f or al l General
Offieers, they met and refolved that our Army fhou'd land on the lOth.
On the 9th however, the Grenadiers were fent Ashore, to take Poffeffion
of St. Philipts Fort, which our Ships had batterrd down. On the lOth'
the reft of the Troops landed, and lay two Nights without their Tents.
On the lztlnr wB had an Alarm from the Enemy; but raised a Bomb Battery
at SL. Phi1ipt", which playrd very warmly on Boccachica CaftLe. The
l5th and l6th we made a Large Road through the Wood, and a Retrenchment
to the Pl-ace where our Great Gun Battery was to be raifed; and on the
l7th, the Battery being almoft finifhrd, a Lieutenant-Co1one1, with 300
Men, was orderrd to mount, which fe1l to the Share of your humble
Servant. On the l8thr 500 Men, SoLdiers and Sailors, landed on the
oppofite Shore, where the Enemy had erected two Batteries. Thefe they
deferted upon our Approach, 1-eaving us only feven Prifoners, and five
of our Men kiLled by our own People, the Skirmifh having been in the
Dark. On the 22d in the Morning, while I was on Command aE the greaE
Batt,ery, it began firing on the ftrong Caftle of Boccachica; nor was
the Enemy idle; for from the Fort and Ships they plied us warmly with
140 Guns, which firing by Volleys came through a1l- the Retrenchments'
ki1led 12 of my Command, befides the wounded; went qui.re into the Canp,
killed feven Men in their Tents, and tore moft of the Tents Lo pieces;
fo that the four Regiments on the right were obliged Eo remove with
their Arms onLy, and leave the Camp like a Wreck. When I came home at
Night I could not find a Soul, but ray Man Thomas, who would not abandon
my Things, and four Cannon Ballr that had made a civil Vifit, without
doing any Mifchief but tearing a Shirt to Pieces, and breaking fome
Pegs and Ropes. Our grand Battery continued making a conftant fire on
Boccachica ti11 the 25th at Two in Ehe Afternoon, then ir ceafed, and
0rders Lrere given out that Lieutenant Colonel Macleod, with all the
Grenadiers, fhould be ready paraded at Three, to march to the Attack of
the Breaeh made in the Fort. Accordingly I made ready, and having given
my Keys to my Friend Lieut. Noffiter, with Directions in ny Pocket Book
how to difpofe of my things if their fhould be Oecafion, I waited on the
General to receive my 0rders; he faid Brigadier Blakeney would give me
what I defirrd, and wifhrd me good Suceefs. I went to the Parade,
where I found the Brigadier, who tol-d me I was Left to make by own
Difposition, with a Promife in publick Orders, that whatever Serjeant,
with l2 Grenadier Volunteers would go upon the Forlorn llope, the
Serjeant fhould have a Commission, if he behavrd we11, and each Gren-
adier of that party a Piftole: So I went along with the eight Companies
out of whom I made up only 240 Men; moft of the Officers knew me, and
without Vanity feemtd pleasrd. I orderrd the firft Lieutenant and 30
Volunteers to fol1ow clofe to the Serjeant, the firft Captain and 50
I"len to f o1low him, and marchr d next myf e1f , with 2A GenElemen Cadets at
the Head of the remaining Party of the feven Companies. In this Order
we advancrd to our Bomb Batteryr where I f ound a1L t.he Generals, and
told them I wanted a Captain and 60 Men, with Scal-ing Ladders, and a
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captain and 50 Men with spades and Pickaxes; who hTere thereupon immed-

iately joinrd ro my Rear. Being thus PI"p.;t+, and having encouraged

my people, fo that they appe"rtl fulL it 
-spirits', we began Eo mareh'

As I paffed by the Generals I faluted them with a very good Highland

Andrea Ferrera, which r had in my Hand, and then Brigadier Guife faid'

my dear old Acquainrance, -lt".iuoi, 
r wittr thee good Succef s; I am glad

to f ee thee at'the 1lead of thef . i"op1e, and that they all l"ook so

cheerful. r tupiyrd with a loud Voite' Why not? lJe are going to get

Ilonour and Glory; f o we proceeded about traif an llour af ter Four'' and

foon appearrd in sight of the Fort. The Dons being at Dinner' did noL

fhew rhemfelves tti11 my v;;;";;;-o'r" titttio 2oo Paees of the Breaeh;

and then I order r d my Men to clof e uP, "ii "tchr 
d directly Eowards it

without any confufion; though indeed-we expected to be cut to Pieces

by the Fire of four Large Stips that eould all point their Cannou uPon

usr as well r" iy-ifr. flre of the Fort, oo the Wa11 whereof there

apPear,dmoreuenthanlhadwithme:However,asfoonaSmyForlorn
Hope began to mount the Breach, the Spaniards itruck their Colours and

began to retire: But the.Bre'.i, teing fo narrow at Top, that orre Man

could hardly enter at a time, I was come to the Foot of it before half

of the twelve volunteers could get up; whereupon I cal1rd immediately

for the Scaling-Ladders' and mounted one of tiren the very firft' As

I was near the Top of the il.ri, 
-rorri"t' is above 40 Feet high ' the Ladder

gave way, having many p"opi. on it; but was luckily frrpported by the

Workmen, and fet up agarn; fo I got over' and hoifted the Britifh

Colours . All ifri"' Tiie the Enemy was geiting a\'i'ay; but their Druu

beating to Aim" was fhot dead' I fecurrd "1i:l:'?:teries 
and Ports

aS faft as I coul.d; and when I came to the Square, io which were the

Officerrs Lodgings and the MagazLnesr- I founJ my Men had got to fone

Spanif h wine;";;;-*;;; ari"r,,ilg very hard; upon which r made ooe amoas

Ehem, and ttavrd all r "orra 
mlet wittr, tet *v Guards, and placed

Centinels over all the vtrgi)irr.". And thus "ttdta 
an Af f air which every

Body thought would have coft much more B1ood, anl lBany Lives' Don Blafs

rras within IOO Paces of usr with four ttpit"i Ships; and rhen he found

Ehe Forr fo fcandaloufly iir"t."a' iirta'among his own People as they

fled. At Seven in the nvening he fet Fire to one of his largeft ships'

and about an Hour afterwards to tto more, which-before Day all funk'

rre alfo rook down his F1";;-r;; i.it his'own Ship with the Captain of

her and a captain of Foot;'"oa betwixt Twel"ve "t'd one that Morning our

Men of ,nar,s';:;;;;.;;ii't.r, rook abour 40 prifoners' with the two

CaptainsrandfavtdtheShip'IwasT?lievtdatFivenextMorning'
came home, and went to g"d-ioft heartily tirrdr t*9-the following Morn-

ingwasorae',dagain.io*yGovernment'astheycallIdit.NextDay
rhe General asktd me if r.inooia ftay i; the Port; r defir'd to know if

there was nothing more to be done; uPon which he fmilld, and faid yes:

then, faid I, I will not. ftay unlefs I am commanded? No, replyld the

General, then you fha11 be tlfiev'd. Our Ships are this Morning gone

towards Carthageaa, and we hear Don Blafs intlnds to fink the reft of

his ShiPs.

P.S.BoccachicaisafquareFort,withfourBaftions,30by40Feet,
the l{alLs all built with Roman cement, l4 Feet thick' and above 40 foot

high. 0n the 22d when our grand Battery was openrd-, Poor Co1' Douglafs

had his llead fhot off in his Tenr, &c. And on the Monday after

Lieutenant Colonel Samfori-tt" alio ki11rd by a Cannon Ball' Co1' Grant

has got Douglafsrs RegimenL, and the two eldLft Majors' Hamond and

Bdmonftonr are made Lieutenants '

Lleutenant colonel MaeLeod od Ltre 6tlt lcol- Mctnetont al Manlno.6, w.\o l-e'd

the attach on Bocca chlco.l iira- iiua noi Long 0.dt8.,u/ra'tLdt, .ho"d .a" dlatLng-
uldl,ted rlr-,corLi;---riHe wat e bnave old o{(icen,- ind.ma"de h+o |L\Lt epp-.

e'",L'"nce Ln the Anmr4 Lw tt6oi-iio ii- rnl" bolil-e,s od .Ramll,toa, 0udona"ndo,

a.nd Malactuei'1" a.ii"iln iii"Ll- LLL tlra^ ma"dQ. 0. captaln; it the- slegel o'6
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\ua.renvaettt, A\try, LLrLe., Bethune a.nd Bouchaini et tt+e Attach oI
Lud,tQ.tLloo, tlte CIedznce od rongnea, and [oteing the Fneneh Lined it8"1*9"f1,..-l6tL\ tho .peaiz he- denve.d a,s" capta.Tn in stiuiiea;i-iui'i^unt,tL{-L l'te wa,s madQ- l,lo"!ott in Mottet.on,A Manln'e*. At Janalea-ire-*oi"-"'
honouned bq Genetal- Wenttlont.h with a Lieut CaloneX-tt bnevei be6one anqu.acl,ncA oeeutned, and eommanded t.he atonm od Boeca Ct+Lci CidliL-.,;-
lFttom 'GentLeml"n, a Magazlne, , Septemben, lTll .)
Alttlo*gh.tt'teze^it a,Catttagena in Spain, tt+e plaez ne(ennod *ct in t,ttitantlcx-e id in CoLumbla, o-n tl'te non'thetn coa,s't od souih-i*i".ii"i"i'io*
ea.,st. o { tlne ?anana Cana.t-.

Following tlne captune od Bocca. Chica the tnctop,s ne-smbanbed. in thidondettt
29 Ma"ncl+ - 'Tl,te two |Ld Reglment,st. (pnobab|q Wentwont.hta and Hanniaontal30 Mattcl,t - 1,st (, Znd MatinL,s lLoldui',s k Robind;;;;i--
31 Manch - 3nd g, 4tl,L Manine,s lLowihe.n,,s (, tilqnqand.,si al

1_ lnn.9{ - s+l,t g, btl,L Ma"ninea (Qnant, a e UonLtir"; i)
,1,4p+Lt.- tl+oae gi the Ameniean,s who ha,d been t-anded. on TLQ.nna Bomba.lrhe Latten wete_bqt.6ew, don, 'tAA ma.nA od tlfte Ameniean ao!-dient tfielle
,s^u,spect.ed to b,e.rtl,slt ?apiit,s, it waa ihoigtlt ad.vl,sa.ble. boti nq- iluGenenaL a"nd Admittal tg emp.(.oq-them pnineip-alt-q on bootd, the rt-Lei,i.
lFttom tA Jounnal od tt+e t'xpeldition 'to Cin'tagelna, . )

cot- Motteton od the. Manlnel wa,,a bLtlzd duning the openatlona at Boccachica., at a!-ao wa6 Lleut rhomar l.twiis tiii'ui;i";;i -;;i;t';' .;';";;;;the CaLount.

4^6utt-rLepo,Lt on thls actlon i,s to be $ound Ln,Bnltain,a Sea SoLd.iena,(,Bootz t - pa"set 7s-s0l ; 'Nichola,s t, liagu zt -zzli a|i diTiioeTi-'ip.isl
EDIT AR

- ola -

The Cast1e of Booca Chtca.
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LIi'lBAi'lG Retraced by rony Perrett

Not so well known as the tCockleshell Heroesr book'is 'The
undeclared I,Iart* by Harold James and Denis sheit-sma11 (pub-
lished by Lee cooper Ltd in l97l) which covers the Borneo
confl-ict (1962-66) ineluding the Brunei revolr fearuring rhefLimbang Raidr which 42 Commando RM remembered in a 20th
anniversary parade at Bickleigh Barracks on l0 December 1982.

Briefly, the trouble arose from Kedayan insurgents, a race of
Javanese extraction, whose purpose was to oppose the intended
Malayan Federation and thus keep Brunei and neighbouring Sarawak
in a separate North Borneo union. As they swooped to take over
several coastal and river Eowns, incLuding Brunei Town (now
Bandar seri Begawan), a number of British troops moved in from
singapore, as Borneo was then a British protectorate (now the
sultanate is in rTreaty Relationshipr with Great Britain)** 4z
commando RM commandeered the Brunei Hotel completely to set up
as their HQ for what was to become a daring raid on the sma1l
riverside tordn of Limbang, some l6 miles distant,. I,rIord reached
them from loca1 eontacts that about 250 rebels had taken six
European hostages at Limbang (these incLuded the British Agent
Dick Morris and his wife, and the hospital nursing sister Jean
Scott) to be executed at dawn on l2 December lgbT.

At 2300 on ll December rL coyt of 42 cdo RM set off from the
Brunei Hotel to board tvo hastily borrowed z craft, and after
some very tricky navigation through the maze of side rivers
reached, not without mishaps, Limbang at 0545 the next morning.

In some fierce action five of the fifty Royal Marines were ki11ed
and six severely injured before all the hostages were reteased
unharmed and many of the rebels captured or kiL1ed, whilst those
who fLed into the jungl.e to join up with other insurgents took
several- more monEhs to flush out before the whole isLand was purged.

The oc of this operation, captain Jeremy John Moore MC RM gained
a bar to his MC (awarded earlier in Malaya), and I'lilirary Meda1s
went to CorporaLs Robert Croft Rawlinson and I{i11iam John Lester
who each commanded a section of No 5 Troop.

Fif teen years later I IiIas abLe to retrace their movements, almost
to the day, i,n one of the most exciting of all my travels abroad.,
when staying a few days at the Brunei HoteL. For obvious reasons
r did not choose to travel up river over-night, but by forsaking
the slow 1itt1e ferry and hiring a fast speedboar inslead I did
manage to reach Limbang soon after dawn through cheating by
taking only half an hour to get there! However I doubt Ehat the
raiding force lrere held up for half an hour at a border post (on
stilts in the river) over immigrat,ion formalities as r was,
shortly after Leaving the jetty to eross from Brunei into iarawak!
That hurdle overcome I was soon rushing up the main Sungai Brunei
river before slowing down as the boatman turned off to proceed
a1.ong a labyrinth of narror^r twisting tributaries that Lead into
Ih" wider Sungai Limbang. It was ineredible how rhe long sluggish
"lighterstr had managed to navigate thes e hazzardous bends in itr"
dark, and though r saw none of the crocodiles forecast (perhaps
we went too fast for them!) there were scores of monkeys every-where, and especially I noted the abund.ance of "rror*o.r" arehingtree roots protruding arong the river banks, which must have
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added to tire obstacles confronEing the unwieldy landing erafE.

At Limbang I found everything just as expected, having heard
first hand aceounts of the raid and read nany newspaper reports
in detail, and although I had to land in town at the customs
jetty (another f ormality the raiding party escaped !) it rilas but
a short walk along the riverside to the Police Post and Ilospital
opposite the grey stone monument that marks the opposed landing
site.

Without bloodshed and only the threat of heaE-stroke I completed
my walkabcut, disappointed only that I could find nobody who
could Lalk about t1-re raid, then ret.urned to theadquarEers t in
Brunei in time for the traditional English afternoon tea! I have
nothing but adniration for the men vho negotiated that maze of
\,;aterways during the long night of 1l /tZ December 1962.

*
**

42 Cdo
tlqo- ma-mo tLLd.I-

zzpnintzd bry the tueru Englith Libn-a.zg in pa.pe-lL ba"ctz odition.
Enttytzi h'ct,s bzecsrnz $ul.t-g inde-pend,e-n.t ,tince thit antic!-e L{a"6

LNh-ittQ-,I 6 zvQ-/La.I- UZIJLL ego ta Io.L.Low a bootz nzvLe-w on ' THE
C0CKLESHELL HER0ES ', o.nd a,A AQ.t unutLd, it i.s n000 tLe-AurLtlQ-cted
tct cotnmQ,ntorLl"ta- tl+e twznt.q 6i6tlt ctnniva-rLLa.tLtl o$ the Limba"ng
a.ction on tho 12 Oe-czmbe-n th"ia ua,a"tL.

ED I TOR

!i
.t
G

{
*

RM. paq tnlbutz o"t
,s to nQ- o n tLLa- .Lcrnding ,s ite-

43



By Captain John Good (RMHS)

Since the last editioh of SHEET ANCIIOR was published Part 4 of the
Register of Royal Marines War Deaths 1939-45 has been sent to the
printers. This part completes the Register. It lists all known graves
of Royal Marines who died during the war both at home and overseas. It
has been the most difficult and time-consuming part to compleLe because
so much cross checking and verification had to be done. Again thanks
al,e due to the Commonwealth Wargraves Commission for their help and
infinite patience in answering 1itera1Ly hundreds of questions relating
to deaths and burials. Thanks too to the Imperial War Museum at
Kennington for giving me help and adviee during my days spent working
in their library

Part 4 has been split into three sections. The first is a comPtete list
of all Royal Marines whose graves are known. If a name does not appear
in this section it should be assumed that there is no known graver
0pposite each entry in this section is a page number on which burial
details can be found. The second section contains the names of the 569
Royal Marines buried in the United Kingdom listing the churehyard or
cemetery and grave number where known. The last section contains the
lists of 1295 overseas graves in 163 cemeteries worldwide. This section
is compiled alphabetieally by countries then alphabetically by eemet-
eries. For those interested in staEistics 46.97" of those who died have
a known grave.

Although Part 4 is believed to be aceurate at the time of going to press
I have no doubt that there will be changes as time goes by. Many re-
burials have occurred since the end of the war, particularly in India
and the Far East, and some in Europe. Some cemeteries have been closed
and the graves uoved to bigger and more accessible places. It followst
therefore, that the original entries on Service Certificates, made at
the time of deathr may not now be correct. So far as I can deduce from
ury research there have not been many reburials during the last fifteen
years, but some do oceur from time to time. I chaneed upon some 1914-
l8 graves that are now in 1939-45 war cemeteries in Europe and the Far
East, including some Royal Marines.

A11 four parts of the Register have been finished and are available from
the Royal llarines Museum at Eastney. They provide a lot of detail that
may be useful to historians and statisticians but I hope it will be use-
ful to our own unit and ship associations and Royal Marines Association
branches. Fiftieth anniversaries are near at hand. The Register may be
useful.to those planning and visiting battlefields in the next few years.

Sitting back and looking at what the Register contains it provides a new
approach to Corps.history of the 1939-45 war. In the first three years
most casualties were at sea and most were pensioners recalLed to the
Colours on mobilisation, the losses sustained in HM Ships COURAGEOUS'
ROYAL OAK and GLORI0US are proof of Ehe major part played by those men.
Nearfy alL shipsr complements rsere brought up to strength by pensioners.
It is worth remembering that the I I 6 RM gunlayers who died serving in
Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships were all pensioners. The lists of
deaths in UK establishments are also evidence of how many pensioners
staffed our barracks and camps,

The actions of major ships and units have been well documented. There
are several sma11 incidents about which I have found no account. For
instance, seven marines from HMS TANA II were lost at sea on 7ttr
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December, 1942. IIMS TANA was the base ship in East Africa for the
Indian Ocean after the fa11 of Singapore. The suffix I IIt frequently
denotes a special force formed from personnel of that ship for a

specific operatiqn - what was TANA TI?

IIMS FIDELITY was a tQr ship sunk on 3lst Deeember, 1942 off the
Brittany coast when fifty two lives were 1ost. Was Ehis a raid that
failed?

There are several instances of single Royal Marines deaths in sma11
escort vessels and tugs. Some were engaged in the Naval Examination
Service, others were presumably taking passage at the time of the.ir
deaths.

The casualties reflect the ever changing role of the Corps as the war
p.rogressed starting with predominantly sea service then more towards
land service. In the first three years there were 1134 deaths at sea
compared to 174 on 1and. From 1943 to 1945 the picture had changed to
289 at sea and 1032 on 1and. The variety of roles stands out clear'1y
as the number of units grows to meet the needs of the moment, landing
craft, beach'brickst, commandos, artillery units, special parties, and
many more, not forgetting that the Corps had two infantry brigades in
Europe when the war finished.

With such a variety of roles and with graves in all parts of the world
the Corps justified its Crest and its motto rPer Mare Per Terramr.
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Many of you must have often wondered what it is like to go
back to your o1d battlefields. Our chief impression was that
it rdas rather like visiting school some years after one has
left. Everything seems smaller and less significant than one
imagines. Do go back if you can. The French will be
delighted to see you, and besides, you can stand by the mound
of earth that was once your comrade and vow that you will
never forget him or that for which he died. And if you can
do this every year, and if you can remember, you will do your
utmost to prevent the necessity for any more D-Days and any
more anniversaries. (JED - tGlobe and Laurelr September 1946.)
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REIYIINISCENCES OF A }.lAR TIME l^lREN B1 ltrs J Snowdon (RMES)

Deal brings back many nemories. I think of my old houe in Waluer, the
Royal Marines and their bugle ca11s, the groan of the South Goodwiu
lightship and the P & O abLaze with lighte sailing down the Channel on
a Friday evening before the lrar.

I remember the Royal Marine ehildrenr s partie6 and how terrified I was
when the clonna juuped about on the chute .as you trere sliding down.
The Tattoos on sunner evenings and ttSh,ouX.den 

UourL Pi - i ' he6tt, the
Kingre Squad and their perfectioa dri11, the Church Parades and the
white heluets and the throwiog of the Maee all filled me with wonder.
And then there rrere the beautifully behaved tea partiee in the Mess
everybody tdressed upt after the Musical Matinees which were so enjoyed
by everyone.

What fun we had swimming in the R.M. Baths, sailing in the Downs,
tennis in Archery Square and the daneee in the Mess.

When war came in 1939 here rras my chance to join the Royal Marines, and
so I did. At that tiue L was doing secretarial work for Lord l{itlingdon
at Walmer Castle on sone mornings so I told the W.R.N.S. I would not be
able to work for theu every day, and strangely enough this was accepted.

Bur Iru afraid when I first joined I was really most unsuitable aad the
horror of Sgt Mulline who was in the Milit.ary Instructorrs office to
which I was appointed. The first day there I broke the typcsriterr 8s
half the keys-ieI1 offr so cane with iodine after lunch aE my fingers
rrere eut about. I then attempted the oruig machine but thie eollapsed
although apparently it had been going for yeaxs before my approach, and
when puffing the blackout curtains they fell to the floor. This was
too much for the Sergeant who wrung his hands ia despair with the cry of
tt0h petLLcoat$'tl

I did not 8ee the serioue side and was told I lacked discipline and to
leave the Wrens for a week and if by then I thought I could behave to
return, and during thiE tine extraordinariLy enough I vas paidt Dear
General Sturges (then I think Major) gave oe a most understanding talk
and book to read aad I returned a reformed character. 0n rny desk lay
a note ttPrivatett f rom the M.I. Maj or Cornwall whieh read nl an ve.rLtl
glad to Eee Uou bacb't. r much appreciated this.

We were a happy crowd and well looked after. We were given P.T. inet-
ruction, having already been grounded in this at school, when we were
taught by ex Royal Marines Rose and Mathews. We had fencing lessons,
Ju-jitzu and rifle shooting. The dear old Marine in eharge of the
ehooting used to cover our legs with a rug as Iile lay on the floor taking
ain for modestyrs saket

We had Corporal Budd in the office and one day he brought some potato
whisky which had been nade by his wife which he kindly gave us Wrens
to drink. Thie had a disastrous effect on our cycLing down Jubilee
drive lrd never felt so odd on a bicycle.

one day ny little Scottie dog arrived in the M.I.rs office I shall
oever undergtand how he found his nay over half a mile and lfd always
gone on .ny bike, so no gcent.

I,Ie sti11 continued to have fun aB well as work toboganning at llawkes-
down on a ooonl.ight night with a barrel of beerr_-scting in the Globe
Theatre aod ca11ed to the shelter during t'Al"rtsrr. I of ten wondered
what the Germans would have thought i,f, theytd seeu us in ou! stage
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clothes sitting in the shelter. We had a very good New Yearts dance
(itt, j- r. rhe glack ltorse lloteL with Royal Marines, and anoLher one
later at the Clarendoo which Peter Be11oc decided shouLd take place
and hired the hall for the evening and we had a very merrY party with
two friende of Peterrs, three Wrens and a gramophone.

Colonel and Mrs Hawkins were our next door neighbours and when the first
ttAlertfr of the war sounded my Mother and I j oined then and ite tovely to
see theu again now he has joined the Society.

Dunkirk week was upon us and life became very differert. One could hear
the rumble of guns from over the lrater and xoy poor little dog becaue so
frightened that my Mother decided he should go to the Vet and not return.
Thi; was my first realisation that the future had changed and would not
be the same again

It was decided that the M.I. Class shouLd move to LynPgtone in Devon and
rre three Wrens lrere to go with them. By now Colonel C F Jerram had
repLaced Major Cornwal1. Walrner was an eerie plaee nowr children and
anirnals had disappeared, the grasa in the tennis courts lras like a hay-
fie1d, a plane ciished on the beach and defences were springing up all
round.

So of f rre went at the end of May 1940. The taxi lras late io Picking us
up so we had to race to Dover where the train was held up by Colonel
.f erraa uatil tre arrived. At Clapham Junetion we Wrene had guns given
us to carry and we muet have looked an odd sight as we changed plarforms
for our traia. The train to Devoa was filled with survivors from
Dunkirk, lying it seeoed all over the train, really exhaueted men. At
SaLisfuiy ie i.re given chocolate and bananag and all forms of kindness,
it rtas a uemorable journey.

And eo we came to Lynpstone: very different froo what it looks nowadays,
with sandy tracks and huts, in fact like a film set for a Wild tileetern.
Morwenna Jerram, Clem Fishe and myself were the first Wrens to arrive at
the Camp and they didnf t quite know what to do with us but as usual ne
lrere r.iy kindly looked after. The men were issued with tin heluets but
none for the girfs. There was a short artiele I wrote in the rGlobe &

Laurelr aL thit time and a drawing by Mrs Jerram showing the arrival
with bicycle, tennis racqueE, fishing rod and gas-mask a curious war
time conglomeration !

I was billetted in Nutwell House IIotel just outside the Camp. tle used
to have scrunpy for morning break which I beLieve tras a penny e glass;
it never s.enld to go to our heads but it did the legsl

I remember the Battle of Britain day when we attended an ENSA concert
which was continuously broken into by letting us know how many planes
we were shooting down - very exciting. I also remember the day the
Fleet Air Arm siationed nearby made a sudden attack on the Camp rvith
toilet paper; I canrt imagine where they obtained it all.

I went to the first Christening in the Camp of Major Pat Honnorrs son
Timo thy .

We used ro picnic at Sandy Bay and had a happy evening with two 2nd
Lieuts Harry Grant-Dalton and Anthony Patrick I^Ii11asey-Wilsey when,
af ter seei11g ttThe Wizard of Art', we danced through the streets of
Exmouth as the Ye1low Brick Boad.

I got stung by a hornet one day and had three Naval doctors trying to
sort me out as I was covered with blisters but eventually recovered after
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aa injeetion;

We used to go on TEWTS on Woodberry Common having first oade adders
out of bits of rope and twisted and dipped in red ink for fangs.
These were thrown down occasionally presumably to see the teactions
from the 2nd Lieuts.

It ras decided I should have a commission. I left Exton station very
early one morning when there was a shower of shooting stars. Obviously
e very strange looking Wren presented herself to the Director of WRNS

and Committee in London. First I had not been issued with a hat 8o
wore a tam-o-shanter with the R.M' badge pinned on to it' r had beeo
made a Leading Wren (I led tlro!) and was given a red seamanrs badge as
they didnrt know blue one6 exietedr'nor did I. I had received the
Corlnation Medal and when they saw me wearing this I think they thought
I had put it on for fun. By this time I imagined they had had enough
of me and walked to the dooi but was call"ed back and toLd they hadnr t
starteil yet. However I ltas aecepted and lef t Lympetone.

In January lg4l I arrived in Greenwich for the O.C.T.U. It was a time
of air r.ias and we Wrens used to sleep in the Dungeons at night having
been visite,il by the CapLain of the College to wish us good-night. When

you have, *""i for the first time in the Painted Hall it ig a memorable
Lxperience and so6e times you are invited to eat at the Top Table by a

Naval 0ffieer.

It was a pretty cold January but one afternoon a Police boat ttthe Green
parrottr 

".ffed at Greenwich and another Wren and myself asked if they
would take us on the Thamee for a look round. It ltas EoSt intereeting
visiting the various ships to 6ee their loge and going up all sort-s of
odd .r"Ik, in Limehouse. hle used to manage to get to the Yacht pub in
the evenings and it you were there and the sirens went you were not
attowed back until the A11 Clear

t
I

I now left the Royal Marines for a tirne and was posted to Largs
Forritude (FOIC Northern Patrol) and to the Hollywood Hotel. It
beautiful looking across to Arran, snow covered and pink in the
and a deep blue sea so different from London.

It was an interestin! time. I remeuber staying up all day lnd nigft
deciphering the movements of Bismark and her final destruction having
atso been there for the einking of trMS Hood. After the sinking of the
Bismark 6ome of the crew of IIMS Norfolk came to visit our H'q. and I was
delighted to spend the evening with Roche of the R.M. s lrho I had known
in the old daye at Deal.

When in Largs I uanaged to seeure some dripping from the kitcheas and
this I exchinged for some beautiful Irish posters from the Station
Master.

Erom Largs I nent to Greenock and felt really amongst the big ships.
IIMS Royal Sovereign was a visitor and Harry Grant-Dalton from LyoPstone
days rL" the R.M. Officer. He invited me to Eea and I was piged aboard.
a most wonderful thrill. I had tea in his cabin with a beautifuL iced
cake topped by the letters WRNS, the eook apparently had been in Lynp-
stone when I was there I was very touched.

I shall always remember the glorious sound of every ship in the Clyde
welcoming in the New Year of 1942 from the smallest to the largest
battleship their sirens b1ew.

Next to Troon, the II.Q. of the L.C.T. where I was assistant secretaty
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to the Captain. As t.his lras a Naval. establishment, IIMS Dinosaur, duty
free a1eohol, etc. was permitt.ed if we uere barricaded in. Barbed wire
was Put round the Golf house which was the H.Q. but the sheep on the
golf course got entangled and we had an exhausting afternoon cutting
them free

At this time the Dieppe raid was being planned and carried out with rhe
help of the L.C.T. and the outcome was a profound shock. I went over
to Dieppe for the 40th anniversary of the raid in 1982. a moving and
meuorabte occasion.

After this to Rosneath in the winter as assistant secretary to
Commodore Palmer and lived in a huge Nissen hut a1one, lrith rats running
about ia the mud outside. It ltas Ehe final days of the planning of
operation iTorchr. I reoember Adrniral Troubridge at the last dinner
Party in fine form and singingrrYankee Doodle Dandy" in which we alljoined. Part of my duty was to attend boxing matchee which I loathed
and never looked up from stert to finish.

After a short spe11 at Rosneath I was sent to Combined Operationg
Ileadquarters in Loadon to look after the scientists Professor Bernal
and Mr Pyke a strange occupatiou but they were interesting and at that
tine working on the very sectet Itllabbakukrr.

After a while with them I was given the very pleasant job as Becretary
to Viee Adniral Sir Theodore Hallet who trlas Direetot of Combined Train-
itg and who everybody loved. I remember he had to attend Admira.l Sir
Dudley Poundts fuaeral and had to rdear his long Naval overcoat which he
hadn I t lrorn f or years . It ttas f ar too long and I had to shorten it at
the last minute with safety pins. Ile was thrilled to find long lost
treasures in the pockets!

General Sturges came to COEQ after the Madagascar Campaign in May 1943
and as Admiral Hallett was retiring here was ny chance to rejoin the
Royal Marines and could anybody have anyone better to work for than
General- Sturges? He eras a bit apprehensive about having a femaLe oa hie
staff but the WRNS authority allowed me to join and t wis overjoyed.

rn January 1944 I was appointed as secretary A/Q to Colonel Tilley with
the Commandos at Pinner, where General Sturgea was GOC. I was a Uit
fearful at first of all these men and used to creep out to the garden
a! much as possible. Here I may say how kind Ronnie Pleseie, a South
Af rican Marine, lras to B€ r and now in his 80 r s I stilI hear irorn him at
Christmas from South Africa.

r think it lras about May we moved to our new H.Q. t e whieh were at
Lavington and Burton Park near Petworth, both beautiful houses. I was
most coufortably billetted with Mre Euan WalLance. Pat Bradley in the
R.M.ts always found good places for our bilLets. Sometiues I would
sleep in the garden on- summer nights and it was most eerie to hear the
'doodte bugst (Vlrs) passing over to the accompaniment of the night-
ingalets song. After a while I moved to a biliet with Mrs Knox at
Duncton and had a very happy time with her and life in general.
Young Winston Churchill stayed in a cottage at Lavington with his
nanny for part of the rrar and Lady Churchill used to visit him. I
remember sitting behind and watching him at an ENSA concert and when-
ever he couldnrt see he would just move the Comuandofs head in front
of him.

General Sturges was euch a wonderful man to work for. When work was
required from him, you knew he meant it and I think everyone did their
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best. If there was a period of quietoess he preferred you to relax
and not pretend you were buey..

When Generat Newman caue to E.Q. on an offieial visit, his A.D.C.
Miles Be1vi1le, lras unable t,o be present at that time, so I was asked
to meet him at Pul,borough station instead. Compl-ete with gloves and
Naval satute I approached with ]tGood Adtennoon, Sintt and his reply hras
'itHo.I-to lean, how ane Aou?". IIow human the Royal Marines are.

I used to be asked to ring the faniliee of Commandos who were serving
out of England and give them information as far as possible from time
to time and I think this aras appreciated. !trhen General Sir Caupbell
tlardy got his third Dqs.O. I rang his wife and she said n|h deaL, that
neans anotlle,L haL{-ttolldag [on the bogr d,t. 

^ehool".
I had soue strange dealings, amongst them being asked to lay bets on
horses when Spitfire piLots had flovn back with the meBsages.

There was a time when my fianee lras missing in Italy and I remember
the kindnegs of General Sir Ian Riehes who at that time was the G.I.,
saying "Tabe mg cr.tl and go and viait, hid pa,Lent6 Ln London)', r did
not go but thought a 1ot of hiu for this.

I was very lucky in receiving lots of little gifts aod particularly
remember the heather sent down from Achnacarry by Colonel Charles
Vaughan tied with tartan ribbon and a very attractive plater cup and
saucer from Bavaria gi.ven me by our NavaL Chaplain Bishop John Arustrong.

We used to have lunch in B Mese at Burton Park and would travel down
from Lavington by lorry. The Comuandos always used to make me get out
and open the gate for them to altow the lorry to pas6 through!

D Day eventually arrived: it aras wonderful how secret it had been kept.
Very early in the morning we were receiving tnessages from Normandy
incredible it seemed.

One of the Counandos asked me
laughingly said a rose picked

Camembert now began arriving
room rf,as kept for it at'H.Q.

if I would like anything brought baek.
on D Day and he did bring one to me.

it seemed by the ton. f ttrint a special
and the sme11 was terrific.

I remember Lord Lovat arriving at H.Q. after he had been wounded and
was asked to do some typing for this very glamorous officer.

General Dempsey had a tent and party at Ascot in 1945 and I went with
some of the Commandos - it was such fun and life seemed as it used to
be for a day.

0n rny birthday I had a picture given ue signed by the H.Q. staff . I
naa sitting at my desk knitting with the radio blaring array, a vase of
flowers on the tab1e, an etectric stove at ny feet and Dempsey, Colonel
Grif f Hunt I e litt1e dog. I rm af raid to say this \ras at times a t,rue
picture although at other times I worked hard.

One day Generat Sturges had an urgent call for soure VIP oceasion when
he was told to f1y the Commando flag on his car and this he had not got.
IIe asked me to procure one as soon as possible. A11 I could produce was
a red pettieoat I possessed. I tore this into shape and embroidered it
with H.Q. Cdo Gp in black siLk. I donrt expect many Generals have
flown a petticoat on theii official- car but it looked all right until he
got a proper one. 
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The Crown Inn at chiddingfold was a great haunt of the commandos andcanadians with deLicious non-wartime food. General sturges gave me afarewell party there and those who remember the crown riii-rE*"ra.,I{ilLiam who used to serenade the guesrs with hir;;;;rroire of songs.
We had a great party at Lavington.to ceLebrate the end of the War.General sturges asked me to stand by his side for the National Anthem
1ld .lh"l sqvg me his revolver and rria t'ahoot aut i t- tii-i7iai*-ii'ttha't't t in it't. This r did and expected Lo see a f ield of dead corils in
:h9 morning but all was well. The Canadians who \{ere also with us gothold of my bicycle and performed some shaky rides in front of the H.Q.
r longed to go over to Belgium. One day General sturges said r couldgo and arrange a dinner parEy in trruges. r was thrilled and went overin a M.T.B. from Dover ard stayed at rhe Bruges cdo H.Q. At night rleft ny shoes outside the bedroom door to be cleaned but the oUiiouslydumb-founded orderly who came round to deLive" 

";;it morning tea couldnot understand the ladies I shoes so l.ef t the tea ,rri the shies outsidethe door. rr was grear fun and r think r ";a;"-h;;; done so.ethingabout e dinner party.

Geoeral tr{ildman-Lushington sueceed,ed General Sturges aB Goc towards theend of the War and he, Eoo, was a remarkabLe man.

I was given a Green Beret and so Tdere the three Wrens who also workedat H'Q' and this was a tremendous gesture and very much appreciated.General sturges made me a Life Memf,er of the Royai lt.=ines Associationand proposed the toast at our wedding shortLy.ite, the war.
I spent such a very happy 'time with the Royal Marines and often thinkof those days.

When reading through these notes it seemed. aswork but I can honestly say that all Wrens didupon to do so but that is another story.
NOTE

The ranks of offLcers are
l-ater became.

as I remember them and not what a lot of them

though I never did any
work hard when called

J zan Snowdon (a,s
Lqmyc,stono (1940)

0)nen Pa"ttenaonl LitL
witl,t Wnen,s Jznna"m o.nd

among^i ttTI rta"[d at
Fithe on e-ithett aido.
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LETTERS

ln anawen t.o a .Lett.en Ln the t Gl-obe (, Launelt necluotting indottmation
on e.arLLU daqa at Exton Camp (Ju.Lq/August ia,sue 19861 thia neplg came
dtton donmzn RogaL Matine EnLc Fou.Lbet (fX 1803l' now n-e,slding in
Auatnalia.
ttEarly May 1940r oD my caLl upr I reported to the R A Depot calLed
Hadrians Camp, Carl-is1e, where lrre were kitted out, did the usual- dril1-
irg, as well as gunnery. ,Before, ,1 eaving we were granted the freedom of
the city, and proudly marched through the city centre with fixed
bayoneEs, a first for the Royal Marines.

Next rile went to Towyn, North Wales, where we f iried our f irst live
ammunitionr 4t targets towed by planes; I was No 6 on the Sperry
Predictor. It was here that Lre were put on two minute notice for
embarkation to Norway but this was calLed off. So rre moved to Exton,
and I clearly recalL that we were bi1leted, eight men in betl tents;
these wexe in fiel-ds on the side of the road to the main gates, there
were not many buil-dings I reca11, the largest being a mess ha11, office
and guard room. At mealtimes we gathered our eating utensils, and
marched to the mess down the road which led to th,e parade ground. A
parade Sergeant Major Chivers Iras in charge there.

I was on guard duty when the then Commandant Genera1 visited, I am not
sure, but I think it was Sir Dal1as Brookes at that time. But what I
remember most of our short stay there was being paid an extra 4 pence
per day for hard lying, plus 4 pence per day in lieu of the rum ration,
and with my I shilling a day I found it hel'ped to cope with the supply
of blanco, tooth-powder, Brasso and shoe poLish which was required of
usr to keep up to standard. After about 4 weeks stay at Exton we !{ere
on the move again. In the early hours of night we r/rere ordered t.o
parade in ful1 marching order and issued with 50 rounds, one tin of
bu1ly-beef, one packet of hard tack biscuits; then entrained at
Lympstone station, non-s.top to Dover harbour. We boarded a ship for
Irance, then suddenLy orders were to disenbark, faLl in on the dockside
as the ship was in need for the evacuation of Dunkirk.

We'marched off t,o Folkestone and took over A A guns defending Eawkinge
Aerodrome.rr

From Majgr C_ J jnitjr Rl{

The article "Dieppe Rememberedtt by PO/X 4173 Robert Jo1ly in the
September/October 1986 rGLobe & Laurelr also ca1ls forth memories for
CH/X 104514 Marine John Gardiner, a member of the Lewisham Branch RMA.

John Gardiner, an IIO, joined Exton Camp at Lympstone in 1940 and did
his basic Lraining there before moving to Dalditch Camp on Woodbury
Common to compleLe his advanced handling and weapon training.

On completion of training he was posted to the RM Division at Kelso in
Scotland where he volunteered for Special Services.

lle with 700 other vol-unteers arrived at Depot RM Deal in April 1g42.
They eame from all over the world, including the RM Division, battle
ships and cruisers as far afield as Gibraltar, Malta and ALexandria,
The 700 were paraded on the Depot main parade and were addressed by
Lt Co1 Picton Phi1,1-ips. Colonel Picton Phillips said they had to f orm
a Commando of 407 strong to train for a special operation.

The next day the selection process started. Colonel Picton PhiLlips
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put them through their paces assisted by Major Houghton, the 2I/C and
Captain I{e11ings, one of the Company Commanders, and 407 were chosen.
John Gardiner was one of the lucky ones.

John Gardiner was posted to Captain IIellingr s rrArr Company and his
officers were Lieutenants Mike Ephraums, Copsey and Equipont.

Royal Marine rAt Commando then moved to the IsLe of Wight in May 1942
to train. The Commando was never stationed in a barracks but always
billered in digs. He was billeted with a farriLy who refused to take
any money because they said it was their part sf the war effort. The
Commando trained hard on the Isle of Wight for two months in June and
July by day and night. In August 1942 they were ready for action.

The Commando then moved to Portsmouth where they waiEed for orders to
embark. No one, however, had been told where the raid was to take
p1ace. They then embarked in HMS rLocustr in the dockyard, j."t past
iilts rVictoryt, ilMS tLocustf was a Yangtse Gun BoaL, f 1at-botLoued with
sandbags on the gunwhales for protection. Its Captain was Commander
Ryder VC, who had reeently returned from the raid at Saint. Nazaire.
The smal1 f1oti11a saiLed at 1800 hours on ISth August 1942, with the
Naval Commander Captain llughes IIallett in HMS r Barclayr , a IIunt Class
Destroyer. There seemed to be very few large supporting ships in the
convoy which was carrying a Canadian Division, No 3 and 4 Arury Commando
and Royal Marine tAr Commando.

There was, however, air cover from the RAF without which the raid would
have been impossibie. Gardiner remembers the Canadians going ashore in
Landiog eraft and being heavily engaged with murderous fire on the steeP
pebble beach. Their tanks were either hit or bogged down on the shingle.
tt e two Army Commandos landed cin Lhe flanks with the task of securing the
German Gun Batteries. Royal Marine rAr Commando was held in reserve.

Finally tAr Commando was ordered ashore to support the Canadians on
White and Red Beach. Gardiner serambled down a rope ladder ints a

waiting Landing Craft. They moved towards the beach supPorted by a

smoke screen fiom the destrty"r". The smoke screen, howeverr was 200
yards short of the beach and their craft rilere fully exposed Lo German
gun-f ire. The radios did not work and he saw Colonel- Picton Phillips
stand up and wave with his whi.te gloves for them to retire before he
was ki1led. Gardinerfs landing craft received a direct hit whieh blew
off the screw so that it was out of control. I{e managed to scramble
on board a French corvette. The foree withdrew to PorLsmouth aboard
El,lS t Locust r , where Gardiner and a f ew of his f riends who had survived
disembarked. Gardiner walked out of the doekyard gate and went into
the Post Office to send a telegram to his mother. The girl behind the
counter said it would cosL nine pence. Gardiner expLained that he had
been on the Dieppe raid and had no money. The girl was adamant and
refused to send the telegram.

Gardiner then made his rray to the Is l-e of Wight where, the Commando
regrouped, IIe attended a memorial service'at Rl,l Barracks, Eastney
before moving to Weymouth. At tr{eymouth they trained for another raid
on Ostend which never took place. They then re-formed as rAt Troop,
40 Royal Marine Commando, and sailed for Italy and Sicily.

Frg* H_-,G {"oto-B ")

A few additional snippets of information about some of the Royal
Marine NCOs who were decorated while serving with the Egyptian Army
may be of interest to your readers.
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Sergt Trowbridge left a diary, which is in your library, of parts of
his 2 year tour of duty in the Sudan but unfortunately it lacks any
mention of the three major aetions, the Atbarar Omdurman and Rosaires
in which he must have Eaken part. For a time he commanded the gunboat
Melik which is sti11 to be seen moored to the riverbank at Khartoum.
One point of interest is that his pay during his service with the
EgypEian Army aE Egyptian pounds 186 was more Ehan Ehree times the
normal home service rate at that period! He seems to have left the
service in June 1899,

Sergt LamberL, who was also decorated after the Battle of Rosaires,
was sti11 serving in the Royal Marines during Lhe First World War as
his medals which are in your museum prove. After the Battle of
Omdurman Lambert and another Royal Marine, Cp1 Maynard, under Major
ttMonkeytt Gordon, the f amous generalr s nephew, were ordered by Kitchener
to blow up the Mahdits tomb which they did with great difficulty!

Two others, Seabright and Sears, both holders of the DCM & bar, stayed
on in the Sudan for many.years as stores superintendents after retiring
from the Royal Marines.

o0o

A, SengLant ctfi t[te
dine a 6 a.

RMA a up,elllntendlng t.he
NiLe gunboo,t
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LIFE 0N THE ICEAN WAVE By Geoffrey L Green (RMHs)

What more stirring sight and sound is there Ehan the massed bands iifthe Royal Marines. ttHehe theg coma" call out the onlookers as the firststrains of their regimental quick mdrch are heard ItA Life on the ocean
Wave lt .

Iot Anglo-Jewry it is interesting to know more about the fauous march ofttH.M. Jolliestt. The celebraEed -orposer of victorian patriotic tunea,
Henry Russe1l, rras walking with the American poet Epps Sargent, along theBatterlr New York, watehing the ships in harbour. The scene beforeSargent, indueed him to write the words ttA. Lif e on the Ocean l{aveft andRussell set them to music. It was published in the t840s, ultinately
becoming very popular on both sides of the Atlantic. The Royal MarineLight Infantry took the uarch as their regimental one just or"r I00 years
ago.

Henry Russell was born in l8
Sheerness, of Jewish parents
a niece of Solomon Herschell

Although shipsr muBter books
ive but inconclusive Jewish
the last century that a Jewi
determined.

12 in the old Jewish naval port community of
. Henry Russell t s mother lras a Miss Levin,
, the first Chief Rabbi.

of the Napoleonic Wars have some distinet-
names serving as Marines, it is only late in
sh involvement with the Royal Marines can be

The Longest-serving Jewish Marine and the firgt to rise through the ranks
was Barnett Kiag. He enlisted in the R.M.L.r. ia 1891, rising to
Commissioned Gunner in t918, after having served aB Royal Marine Gunaer
for nearly tbree years aboard Aduiral Sir John Jellicoets Flagship E.M.S.
Iron Duke, and ltas present at the Battle of JuEland. Placed oo theretired list in Augusi' l9?2, with the rank of Lieutenant; he was recalled
between February I940 and June 1943, eerving as Quartermaster andAdjutant of the Royal Marine Auxiliary Bartation. Barnett King interestedhimself in his fellou Jewish Serviceuen. In December t9lO, he signed theregister when Petty Offieer Louis Franks was married in th; Great Syna-goguer Dukes Place' London, having the day before acted as Sergeant-
Maj or at, the Chanucah Naval and Military -service held thar y""i ar rheCentral Synagogue.

The highest deeoration awarded to any Jewish Royal Marine lras the DSO toCaptain, the Honourable Lionel MontaEur sorl of Ltre first Baron Swayth-liag for his part at the Battle of the Ancre River in November l9lB.T!" Royal Naval Division were heavily engaged, and although wounded,Lioael Montagu rras throughout the aattle-with Colonel Frelberg, V,C.

I N HORI-D WAR I
I eetimate that about 50 Jews served as Marines during the Firet World
I"T, not oaly in France but also at Gallipo1i, and of course at sea,Private Jack Barget, R.M.L.I. r attended Roehanpton Hospital for uanyyears r af ter Losing a 1eg aboard the cruieer tt.t't. S. Yarmouth at theBattle of Jutland.

Bravery, resource and duty lrere to
Captain David Barnett, of 43 Royal
during the assault-boat crossing ofApriL 1944. Although wounded, -apt
ment and iastructione to his troopB

continue in the Second World Wer.
Marine Commando, was awarded the M.C.
the River Reno, Northern Italy, in
Barnett continued to give encourage-
in clearing a minefield.

Some 80 Jews were to serve in the Royal Marines during this war, virt-ual'1y all as ttEostilities 0n1y" Marines. Leon Green lro, Live"ioot was
one: - 
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,tAlten *htee montha o6 bu!.L, no.u*e-ma,ncbet, ap1t.\nd pot'Ldh, we^had a

tliont terrve {nom tno,iilng. .'7 6eti ve'Lg, ILL' 'iother waa vl''LA pLeaaed

wltrt rten tlti"u"'oi'il-'ii'-lr"a p"i on & aLohe Ln weight,and an Lnch Ln

:i,1liTd1\1!*r,le1**;"l,i"lr:W,"r#i**i{i,.i*it:^1123h"^^^L:it

Leon was to serve mos3 of -his 5l years aboard an airc-raf t carrier ' "llA
Laatlns 

^u^oo'a- 
iz ul,,,r.s. 

- riiio;i '.;;" piTiniiat- ieited Ln ilna wiilt
tomato bd.uce,'ughl" ,

Imagine the sutprise of-Ab1e Seaman Victor Davis in 1946' while ofI-
duty on tUe mesllae"t of the cruiser II.I{' S ' Argonaut, to be ttpiped"

over the shiprs broadcast to report on the qt'aiterdeck to Lieutenant
Davis, Roya1 U""io.". In his exeite'ent, Victor ht9 to return to the

mes' to collect his cap in oraer to saluie his brother, Peter, whom he

h+d not seen for three Years '

rrpugn Davis, !ra8 to retire f rou the Royal Marines in l97l ae a Lieut-
enant-Colonefr-"oa the only l."ish noyal Marine recipient of the

Distinguished Service Cross'

ROLL OF HONOUR

Lieutenent Edward Ablesoor lgOth Macbine Gua coupany attached 2nd

Battalion R.U.L.I., Royal U"""i Oivision' fi11ei in lction' Battle of

ite lo"re River 14 Noveober 1916'

Corporal Jack Bailey 45 Roya[ Marine Commando' Died of l{ounds' Normandy'

20 June 1944.

corBoraL laaac cohen 4l Royal Marine coumaado. Kil1ed in Action'
NorrnandY, l5 JulY 1944 '

Lance-corporal Samuel Kemp R.M.L.I. Ki11ed when II'U' S ' Natal Eyster-
iously bllw uP, 30 Deeeober l9l5'

private samuel Landey R.U.L,r. portsoouth Battalion' Royal Naval Division'
Kil1ed in Action, caitipoli, l6 october l9l5'

Lieutenanr NEville Lion R.M.L.I. Eirst Royal Yltlne.Battalion' Royal

N;;;i oirriri;;,--iLii"a i" Action, Gavre11e, 28 April l9l7'

Private AlLan Magee RrM.L.I. Deal Battalion, Royal Naval Division' KiL1ed

in Action, GalliPoli, 20 MaY l9l5'

Sergeant Frederick Schiff R.M.L.I. First Royal Marine Battalion' Royal

Naval Division. Killed in Action, RocquiEnYr l5 March l9l8'

HONOURS

Dietinguished Service
Battalion, RoYal Naval
1916.

Distinguished Service
Peter Davis, 561 RoYal
5 June 1944.

0rder to Captain llonourable Lionel Montagu' IIgod
Division, Battle of the Ancre River, l5 November

Cross to Lieutenant (1ater Lieutenant-Co1one1)
Marine f,anding Ci.ft rfoti11a, Brac, Yugoslavia,

uilitary cross to captain David Barnettr 43 Royal Marine commando'

River RLno, 3 APriL 1944'
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Military Cross to Captain (later Major) Ilenry Van praagh, Eirst RoyalMarine Battalion, Royal Iraval Divisiorr, Passthendal 
" r' i6 october lglT .

Yilitaty Medal to Private A. Morrison R.M.L.r. Award made It FebruaryI919. Belgium croix de Guerre to corporal (Driver) A.p. Levy, R.M.A.
o0o

Mr Green thanks-Miss ! Spiers of the RoyaL Marines Mueeuu, Eastney, forher interest and unstinted help during iri" research into inglo-Jewry
and- the Royal Marines. Iie would like to hear f rom any .lewiih ex-RoyalMarines or their relations. IIe can be contacted at iO+ ritshanger Lane,EaLing, London w5 IQx. (Telephone ot-gg7 6454 or ol-gg7 3745),

This article is reprinted from the t'AJEx" Journal - No xv 19g6.

oOo

TIIE GLOBE AND LAUREL

By Rev. J. Kingston, R.N.

ttPett Mane, Pett TettL&mr" our motto,
tr{e serve on the land and the sea;
On the deckr oD the grim battl-efie1d,
We strive rmid the foremost to be.

One hand we stretch f orth to the Arury,
Our truth to the Navy we plight;
And thus in the gallant Marine Corps
The land and sea forces unite.

In every clime you will find usr
We serve in all ships great and smal-1;
A ttJoeyrt has tasks multifariousi
In fact, hets at evtry onets ca11.

As gunner, as infantry soldier,
Sometimes as a stoker hers found;
As pos t,man, as of f icer I s servant,
Hers surely tta good man all roundtt.

Methinks, he stands well with his counrry,
This soldier and seaman combinrd;
And should any danger assail- her,
A butwark in him she will find.

Then lads of the ItGlobe and LaureL r 
rr

tr{e t 11 heartily j oin in your praise;
The record you bear on your colours
Will ever increase as your days!

- ooo
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A,sQ.cond nevlew on thte Li{e o{ Majon Goon-ge MILLER ltv| MUS BAC CAI/TAB
it ta,fzen [nom tTHE ,I,{USICAL AGE' 6c,n Novemben 1q01 (Sae alao pant. 1 oi
thla vol-umel ,

rThe f requenters of the Gl"asgow Exhibition have been more than delighted
to renew acquaintanee with Lieutenant George Mill-er and his band, and
congratulate themselves as well as him on the undoubted honour which
has been paid the famous Portsmouth band.in its re-engagement for the
closing weeks of the Exhibition. Lieutenant Mil1er is the beau ideal
of a British Bandmaster. IIis soldierly bearirg, his admirable qual-
ities as a musician, and the high distinction he has reached in his
profession, all combine to make him a figure of interest."

Lieutenant George MilLerfs grandfather was wounded at Salamanca, and
his father, after being edueated at the Duke of Yorkrs School at
Chelsea, went into the band of the Grenadier Guards, it which he was
solo cornet player when George was born, 26th November 1853.

Mr MiLl-er senior afterwards became Bandmaster of the 63rd (Manchester)
Regiment, and here young George began his musical career. As a 1"ad he
stuAiea the piano and other instruments, and afterwards obtained the
post of assistant in ALfred Maplesonts Music Library, where his eyes
were opened to the literature of orehestral music. Mr Mapleson was at
that time librarian to Her MajesLyrs Opera, the o1d and the new
Philharmonic Societies, the State Concerts, etc., and young Mi1ler was
thus brought into personal contact with Costa, Arditi, Bevignani,
Cusins, i{i1de, Riviere, and other leading musicians and eonductors of
the day, an experience which has since proved of great value to him.

The connection with Mr MapLeson, necessitating as it did attendance at
all the best concerts, etc., was very intersting and enjoyabl-e, but as
it held out no future prospects Mr Mi1ler turned his thoughts to his
earliest love the military band

Through the good offiees of some friends of his fathern Mr MiLler was
introduced to the officer commanding the l6th Regiment, with the result
that he enlisted in that regiment, and after a brief period devoted to
learning dri11-retc., !{as sent to Kneller IIa11 to compLete his musical
studiesl In April 1875 at the age of 21, George Mi11er received his
Kneller 11a11 certificate for harmony and orchestration, and competency
to play uponr or teach, all the instruments of a military band, and he
was appointed bandmaster to his orrn regirnent (the l6th) n with which,
in the foLlowing.year, he went to India. 0n the voyage out Mr Miller
composed the f ant,asia, tt'A Voyage on a Troopship rtt f ounded on o1d sea
songs, now a stock piece with military bands.

In 1880, Mr Mil1er reeeived the bandmastership of Lhe Royal Military
College at Sandhurst, which carried with it the Post of organist at
the church service. Sir Arthur Sullivanfs father was one of Mr Millerrs
predecessors in this post, and he te11s a pleasant story how Sir Arthur
- then Mr Sullivan - came more than once to renew boyish impressions,
and played the Sunday service at Mr Millerrs invitation.

While at Sandhurst (in 1882) Mr Mi11er rlas made a I'Bandmaster
Licentiatett of the Royal Academy of Musie, London; the examiners being
Dan Godfrey, W Winterbottom, and TampLini. In 1884' when the vacancy
occurred in the Royal Marines (Portsmouth Division), Mr Mil1er became
a candidate. Strong testimonials were written in his favour by HRH

the Duke of Edinburgh, Sir Arthur Sullivan, Mr Dan GodfreYr and the
officers in whose regimenLs he had served. Sir Arthur Sullivan spoke
of him as not only high}y qualified in music, but "a man of good
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education, a gentleman in manner and feelingrtt and on the strength of
these recommendations Mr Mi11er was admitted to the competitive exam-
ination, and ultimately gained the appointmenE, which he has held ever
since.

It was parE of his sad duty to compose a funeral march for the obsequies
of Prinee Henry of Battenburg, and one can readily understand the
personal feeling whieh assisted in the production of the mournful
though beautiful dirg€r as it was but a few years previously he had
assisted at the Princets marriage. Among Mr Millerts most cherished
possessions are a beautiful engraving of I{is Royal Highness, sent to
him by the widowed Princess as a souvenir; an elegant conductorts baton
in ivory and goldr presented by her late Majesty; and the double
Jubilee decoration, also given by Queen Victoria, i, connection with the
Bandrs long services at the Royal Palace at Osborne. In addition to
this decoraEion, Mr Mi11er wears the Victorian Order, the Coronation
Meda1, and also the handsome Star of ttNotre Dame de 1a ConcepLion." an
ancient order of Portuguese chivalry, conferred upon him by the late
King Carlos.

Mr Mi11er graduated Mus. Bac. at Cambridge in 1892, his examiners being
Professor Villiers Stanford, Sir Hubert Parry, and W S Rockstro, and it
is characteristic of the energy of the man that he went through his
course - the art requirements (seven subjects) and Ehe musical tests,
which were entirely foreign to his practical experience as a bandmaster
- while his usual duties were proceeding, and was all the time re-
hearsing his band, and often condueting one or two concerts a day.
For the University Exercise he composed a Secular Cantata for solo
voices, chorus and orchestrar oE the sub ject of the ttSpanish Armadart,
of which her laEe Majesty Queen Victoria graeiously accepted the
dedication.

The hereditary tendency of military music is as pleasantly exhibited
in the family of the Millers as in the case of the Godfreys, Mr
Millerrs son - yet another George Mil1er - having been appointed to
the bandmastership of the Duke of Cornwall?s Light Infantry at the
early age of 21, a position he relinquished on promotion to the Royal
Artillery, and afterwards the First Life Guards.

Unidentidied RMtI Ba.nd - c. 1 891
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Fo.Llowing o-n dnom the antiele covonlng RM TnandlrorLt bA a6onmet membet
od the RM Pnovo,st, cltzLa ?av.Lo,s, Ln ttre x-aat. i.t',sue lpLsea'22 - zgl hene
ane. ttrlo petlbana,L accountt od tha"t. aectLan o[ the Coip,s-bq two vetenan,sod UtwL,

R$YAL MARINES PR$V0ST ty par Goulding and Derrick Gibson-Ford

Coming from the RM commandeered rsunshine Holiday Campt on IIaylingIsland Pat Goulding eommenced his Provost service at nUfe (Devon) IIead-guarters, The Grange, LympstoRe in August I943, officially designatedas RMTG DaLditch. When at the end of that year RMTG, RM bi.rrisiJn, and
MNBDO Provost Companies merged, HQ was set up in ExmouEh aE the ImperialHotel, and another hoteL as well as Lady Byronrs House up on the Blacon,provided accommodation

ttThe Provost Marshal-l- during my stay at the Grange was a Major Corps RM,
aFd the next senior member was sergeant Jacks (a scot), then two

corporals (Brett and Bradley), and the
remainder of us were L/ coxporaLs. Our motor-
cycLes were BSA 500cc side-va1ve models plus
one or two Royal Enfields of similar capacity;
a 15 cwt truck was used on our patrols which
mainly took place at night in Exmoutsh and
Budleigh Salterton (occasionally Exeter and
Sidmouth) whilst daytime duries consisted of
motor-eycte pat,rols or security duties in the
Grange entrance ha11. We were quartered in
nissen huts in the grounds where there was an
orchard. I donrt suppose more than a hundred
personnel were employed here, made up of
officers, elerks, storemen, drivers, sentries
(uredically downgraded men) 1nd about 30 provost

I left the Grange early in 1944 ro join a
section in Merioneth, a few miles aorth of
Towyn in Wales, where we were quartered in a
requisitioned farm house on the side of a
mountain overlooking a huge Royal Artillery
training camp at Tonfanau. A sub seetion
(relieved at intervals) was set up further
north at Barmouth, and the SNCO of the unit
was CSM Mogford who had been a recalled time-
served Royal Marine and former Metropolitan
Polieeman.

Strange to relate I received no formal poliee
training, with the exception of a motor:eycle
riding course provided by the M/f secrion of
Dalditch camp , where we attend.ed dai ly f or
about three hours; although I vaguely reca11
that some of my colleagues did receive some
form of training elsewhere.

We were army orientated, issued with Corps of
Military Police patrol mackintoshes, and a
heavy motor-cyc1e mackintosh plus army great-
coat; then when I served with the portsmouEh
Provost seetion I was issued with No 2 Blueuniform.

had army
these for

Later, ruhen serving with the London seetionr those of us whoissue greatcoats were taken by train to chatham and exchanged
RM greatcoats,!l
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Derrick Gibson-Ford (P0X3946) sLarted his service at Eastney as a boy
bugler aged 15 years on 15 May 1939, going on acLive duty onboard HMS

IRON DUKE the f ol-l-owing February as CapEainr s Bugler r t€turning to
Eastney in November l94l as a recruit, having turned over to the
General Duties ranks, because of the number of buglers. In Squad
HO 138, of which he was the only rregularr (CS), he Iras awarded the
NavaI Gunnery Medal and compl-eted QR3 Course on passing out. Drafted
t,o HMS BELFAST November 1942 until- October 1944, he saw action with
Russian Convoys, SCHARNHORST conflict, and tDt Day operation covering
Juno Beach as Flagship of Lhe lOth Cruiser Squadron.

ttWhilst on the Russian convoys, the Royal Marines and Sailors whose
action stations or duEies were on the upper deck (in below zero temp-
eratures) were issued with fur eoats. These were worn skin outwards
and fur inwards and were quite expensive, so rJack Dustyt used to wat,eh
like a hawk that none fwalkedt off the ship. I remember mine had long
black fur.tt

When t.he ship went into dockyard hands in Newcastle that 0ctober for
repairs and alterations for the Far East he retorned again to Eastney,
going thence onto the Pre-Commando School-, Helmsley Camp (HeLms1ey
House site on the northern outskirts of llavant) and whilst there he saw
a calL for volunteers in Divisional Orders for the Royal Marine Beach
ProvosE; he appLiecl and r,ras accepted. (minimum height was 5 | 10")
Living in a hutment camp in the grounds of Helmsley llouse (which was
offices and the Officers Mess) he recall-s the assault eourse just over
the railway bridge on Ehe road inEo Havant in fields and a smatl rpood to
the right itfre country road and old bridge have'since been enlarged and
housing estates appeared). "It started wj-th a water jump, a singLe rope
bridge (oae for feet and one for hands) pLus various other delights that
ended with the tdeath slid.et....c1imbing up a Lal1 tree and coming down
a rope using a toggle held at eaeh end with our hands.tt

"Field training was doae in two plaees, using live ammunition. At
Stoughton on t.he Downs (north of Emsworth) in such manoeuvres as
advancing on your feet (no taking cover), one assault group through the
other, wiEh the group in front giving eovering fire as the rear group
came through....aL1 done aL a fast pace intended for use in raids or
rapid advances.

The second place was in the chalk piE above Cosham where a mock landing
craft (made out of steel sheets) at the cliff top launched you down into
the pit bottom where Bren guns were set up on fixed lines using live
ammunition, and you crawled under the fixed 1ines, fired from Ehe Bren
guns t.o Ehe centre of the chalk pit bottom where stood a large wooden
hut hrith doors at each end. In one door and out of the other with just
7 seconds before thunder-flashes went off in the hut. From then on
targets kept popping up as one advanced to the far end of the pit (each
had to be fired at) then came the elimb up the side of the pit to the
top. This was done as a fighting unit not individually, and it was
meant to be reliastic. After a short rest you made a fLghting return
(retreat) back to the landing craft.

0f course accidents happened, but in wartime aceidents were expected
and alLowed f or, but we r^rere trained soldiers, not recruits, so
accidents were few. Not for us the luxury of a 3 Lon 1-orry transport
Eo Stoughton, or the pitsr w€ did it Commando sty1e...ha1f mile run and
half mile walk! Our rig was fighting order, with the bayonet scabbard
over the left shoulder, not on the.belt.rt

It was in November 1944 that he t,ransferred to the Royal Marines Beach
Provost; this was a special- service unit of volunteers living in houses
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or hotels, drawing kit and pay from the nearest source (Home BaseLedger) by produeing pay-books. They were formed for active servicewith the commandos and other landings, but later sections were set upat Portsmouth, Chatham and London, with Plymouth being served from theExmouth base where all training was carried out. The London sectionw?r9 the on1-y ones living in army barracks (Chelsea) with other a11iedmilitary police, and messed with the Guards RegimenE. They, and. thosein naval towns were the only ones who wore blue uniforms for footpatrols.

ffi*,".
#r$i

iffi

"RM ?rtovott at Cl+eL,s ea. Ba_)LrLa.ehy - I g 4 S,t

Details of Dress and equipment:-
PORTSMOUTH - Mobile work/patrols khaki batrle d.ress blouse, khakiriding breeches, despatch rider riding boots with woollen stockings(khaki or white) pu11ed over the top ind folded nearly. Mp armband onthe right arm, white webbing belt, holster, supporting sling and Smithand Wesson .38 revolver (personal weapon) . SEeel crash-helmet with ltpon the front and rank markings (cheverons) printed. above.

In wet weather the revolver would be worn under the khaki army motor-cycle (belted) mackintosh, and in dry cold weather the holster belt andstrap was worn over the leather jerkin issued at Exmouth. peculiar toPortsmouth was an alternate non-stand.ard sheepskin jerkin (a gift fromthe people of South Afriea). This being sleeveless, the battledressblouse showed rank markings and MP Band when the jeikin was worn. Thesection frequently provided outriders for the C-in-C, one at each cornerof the car.

Dress for foot patrols was No 2 BLues, blue Dockyard police peaked capwith red cloth cover, Mp arm band (red on blue); dockyard poli""leather be1t, holst.er and strap (for .45 revolver) with our own .38Smith and Wesson; sea service booLs, and a greatcoat when cold. Coatswere avoided if possible because they got in the way should some troublehave to be sorted out, and revolvers were seld.om resorted to as theissue l2 inch torch proved a suiEable baton! (Being smaller than the.45 revolver, the .38 smith and wesson gun was a loose fiE in theholster)

LONDON SECTION
except that they

EXM0UTH HQ Here

Dress for foot patrols was the same as portsmouth
used their white webbing be1t, holster and strap.
the khaki battledress was worn with the red cap cover
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over the khaki peaked caP r

and obligatory MP arm band
(unbelted) khaki Military
of course standard issue,
additional for the capital
tt I arrived at Exmouth in
November 1944 at the
Imperial IIotel and was
interviewed by Maj or
Little (Provost Marshal)
and puE on a course; it
qras a case of passing
this and becoming a Lance
Corporal RM Provost or
fail and be posted to
Dalditch for the RM Batt-
alion which was forming
for service in Franee.
The course at Exmouth
ineorporated military and
civil 1aw, traffic control

The Laat o
Autumn o'[
ntott,.[nom

white webbing gear and shore serviee boots,
. Top eoats were the Grea'tcoat and Army
Police mackintosh. This I khaki turn'-out r was
and we had it at all times; the tBluest being
and naval towns

unarmed combat, foot patrolst
and brothel controts. (This
caused great amusement, and
we said that we now had a job
lre eould do af ter our release ! )
0n eompletion rire moved to
Poole tearning to l-oad and un-
load tanks etc from I"anding
craft, find and mark vehicle
parks and then get tanks and
guns into them. (This did not
happen previously on tDr Day;
aB tanks went straight into
action). We were taught to
ride motor-cyeles, not onlY
on roads but rough riding

under fire at high speed, in all eonditions. Then back to Exmouth for
the examination on completion of which (pass or fail) one was immed-
iately posLed. I went to Portsmouth until that uniL (housed at
7 Brading Avenue, Southsea, near Eastney Barracks) elosed down, and so
moved up to the London detachment where after only about a year in the
Provost I requested (for personal reasons) to return to General Dut,ies
and at the end of 1945 took a posting to HMS ST VINCENT at Gosport,"

Although the UK units were now disband-
iog, the Royal Marine trovost however
went on to form No 35 Company Provost
under Major Little for service in the
far east, where they had the honour to
accept the surrender of, a large
Japanese naval ship, and the relief of
Singapore Changi Jai l- .

A.normal Provost unit eomprised of a
Captain RM (Provost Marshal), I Serg-
eanl', 2 Corporals, l2 L/Corporals (0
pairs), and I L/Cpl truck driver. of
course London and No 35 were much
larger.

Rl't? ?attto.L - Singapcttte 1945
(photo bg ttlllLiam BoLLvznl

FoOTNoTE:- RM Pnctvott Soctlont lJerLe attaelrted to aL.t ma"Ln unlts dunLng
UIWZ, a-nd wa.rLe rnuchl Ln evidenee at tLte Oieppe l-nd Notmanq tl.nd,Lngr, u)orllz-
ing Ln can!unetlon u)itl,L tttein a"rLmu countQ-,Lpalltbt contnoLLLng tno,{dLc,
and ytatnoX-ting a.ga.Ln6t LoatLng a,nd oL[,LQ-]L ditondent, tLgl+t thrtough to
tl,te, accupatlon od Genma.ng.

d thete RM ?ollce u)e.rle dltbanded Ln June 1q46; but t.he.n Ln tl+e
1962 the bnanclt waa tLesulLtLe-cted 0.t Eo"atneq wlten C/SSt J Mc0ott-
JSA0C, *ooh change od 15 otLLerL RoqaX. Manlnet don a 6even weebu
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courLto at tlrte. Roqat- Mi,Litanq ?o.Lico
D epot a.t lnhenmo,n Bannachd , Wllzlng,
and tho diut duccea,sdul ca"ndidatet
we,Le. yto.ttod out to SlngapottQ. s"A RM

?ollce Tttoctp o{ 3 Commando Bnigade,
and RMP unlt,s ltave been in exltt-
ence LvelL 6inca,

EDI TOR

RepttoductLon o6 pa"Lntlng bq Ennedt
Tbbetron (p. GaLe & Po.Lden Ltdl
depicting tlne 'Con-pa od flllita'nq
?olicL an Aetlvz Sonvico - 1945t.

- o0o -

Editor I s Note

We were sorry to learn of the death of Derrick Gibson-Ford. A letterfrom his widow said that he had been in poor health and consequently
in 1985 took early retirement at the age of 61. Following " =troke in
May his condition deteriorated and he died on 8 october tggz.

OMISSION. In the last issue (VoI XII No 1) no acknowledgement
WAS ACCOTdCd to the MILITARY VEHlCLE CONSERVATION GROUP for their
kind permission to reprint Ehe article ROYAL MARINES TRANSPORT by
Chris Davies (pages 22'29) from their magazine fWINDSCREENt Vo1 9 No t.
In rectifying this omission now I apologise to the ediEor Robert Davey,
and should any of our members wish to joinr or find out more about this
group, the Membership Secretary is Nigel Godfrey, 8 Selborne C1ose,
Blackwater, Camberley, Surrey.
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