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|ANCASHIRE MARINES uy Norman (Lofty) wolstencroft (RMIls)

After service during the trar with the Corps I was invalided in 1945,
As a result of great efforts by Captain C A G llutchinson DSO OBE RN

my former C0 in HMS Glenearn, and en understanding Military Secretary
.t Aduirelty, Captain Bryce Ramsden, and what can be deecribed only ag
connivance tV the Local Naval Surgeon and Agent I found nyself gazetted
in rhe County Reginent with which roy fanily had ties, namely XXth The
Lancashire flsiliers. The XXth had served as Marinee in the early lSth
Century and in I 750 were Commanded by a certain Lieutenant ColoneL
Wolf e.

0n rhe 25th April l9l5 at Cape Helles the XXth proved that they had
inherited all the fighting eualitiee and amphibious capabilities of
their forebeare landing i; ships boats fron HMS Euryalue under murderoua
fire they carried the defences of the heavily defended beach and won
)'SLx VGt be{one bneabdaatt'.

When I firEt joined the Regiment there were sti11 a few survivors
around and they assured rne that breakfast that day consistad nainly of
UXPDR (Une*pired portion of the days rations) from dead Turks.

The Lancashire Landing es it became known has been deseribed as one of
rhe bravesr and finesl feats in uilitary history. Despite winning l8
VCs more than any Reginent in the British Arny they lrere disbanded coEe
years ago althouih t[eir epirit livee on in the Royal Regiment of
Fueiliers.

Being a nember of the Lancaehire and Cheshire Antiquarian SocieEy I
disc6vered that reference lras made to a Noble Free and Spirited
Manchester Corps of Marinee. I was una!f,are of their existeace until
reeently altho.ugh I am informed that the Corpa is mentioned in gritains
Sea Sofiiers, a copy of which I have been unable to obtain (See Foot-
note). The iollowing extract from the Lancashire and Cheshires Anti:
quarian Society I a Journal of I 905 : -

Friday, December 8th, I 905 .

At the monthly neeting of the Society, held in Chethamts LibratYt the
President in the Chair, Mr Charles Roeder read an important PaPer on
the )'|Beglnningl o6 Manchette.t{t, Mr C T Tallent-Bateman af terwards read
. p"p"r-oo "The Ci.onptont o6 Boltonrtt iLlustrated by original fanily
retoids of the Eixteenth and seventeenth centurieg. Mr Samuel Andrew
contributed an accounr of ttThe Noble, Fnee, o,nd Spinit,ed llanchetten
Conpt od llatinea.rtHe exhibited a hatband or ribbon, of Eilken material,
of dark blue colour, bearing the words in golit lette,rs: ttThe noble,
{nee, d.nd lplnlt,ed ildnchett.en Cotpt od Maninzt.'t The ribbon is long
inough to gL round a hat and leave ehort flowing endgr 88 if it were
desilned t; be rrorn oa a sailorte hat. The ribbons had at one tine
beloiged to meubers of the Tetlow fanily. Mr Andrew stated that it was
the oify tine he had found mention of this 'tCOttp6". He gave a sketch
of the iristory of ttmdnlngs" generally, but was unable to throw light on
the connection of Manchester with that body. Subsequentlyr however, he
followed up a clue suggested by a nriter in the City Newg, and obtained
pernieeion to peruEe some documents kept in the muniment rooo of the
Manchester Cortoration. These consisted of five booke which were
deposited in ti." borough chest on January Znd 1794, by. Jarnes -Entwhistle 'ttrl boroughreeve, eont;ining an eccount of the proceedilge of !h" com?
uittee foiued foi raiaing oi corps, a liet of eubscriptione_and expend-
iture, and the ro11 of recruite.- The firet meeting recorded was held

"t th; gullt s IIead, Manehester, February lgthr 1793. It lIaB a public
meeting convened bi the Boroughreeve and constables for the purPose of



taking into coneideration the best mode of assisting the governnent int'the yLQ.Aent Lnpontant. cnllil.'t James Ackers, boroughreeve, rras in the
chair, and the following resolutiona rrere passed: (l) That the begt
mode of assisting government in the present emergency is by offering
additional bountiee for the recruiting of the marinea Eervice over and
above the kingts bounty, (2) That a subscription be innediately entered
into for the paynent of additional bounties, and that three guineas be
given to each of the first five hundred men entering marine service at
the Bu11ts Head Inn, llanchester. The Committee was appointed, every
subscriber of 20 guineas becoming a member of the committee, and loyal
resolutionE were ordered to be transmitted to the representatives of the
crown, Mr Jaoes Greaves waE sppointed treasurer and Mr Edward Chegshyre
deputy treasurer and secretary. The Miss Chesshyres were requested to
prepare the cockades for the comuittee and recruits, to be red and
white, five dozen to be ordered irnmediately at two shillings each. It
is noted that Mr Roger Farrand preBented the Mahchester Marine Corpa
with handeome ribbons to the value of L27. The accounts show over
f,5000 to have been raised for the movenent, nearly [3500 of which was
paid in bounties, and nearly f,1000 in outfits, consisting of cockades,
ribbons, jackete, waietcoats, and trousers for oae thousand and twenty-
seven recruits, not including boy drummers to whom no bounties were
paid. [,150 was paid in gratuities for bringing recruite and nearly
El00 to sergeants, drummers, and fifers. tl0 was spent on rewards for
apprehending deserters. Mr Andrews analysis of the papere contcined
many intereeting and valuable details well worthy of being put on
record coneerning an incident in 1ocaI history which haa escaped the
attention of the annalists.

Ilaving read the foregoing report I traced the copy of the letter of
Samuel Andrews in the Rochdale Observer around 1905; thie reade

nTHE N0BLE, FREE, AN0 SPlRITEo MAIJCHESTER C0RpS 0F MARII/ES. "
(Note No. l0r74t and othere)
(10r754) It is to be regretted that the flags of this Corps of Marines
are not to be f ound, Dean Maclure kindly writes to me t'The onl,A col,ourL{
nou) extl,nt, Ln the Catltednal- ane t.hote oi the Manchetten Reglnent enc-
Loted in gtatt coverLi, and ptaeed Ln the Victonia, lwett.ennl po,Lch.tl
The oldeet of these only datee back to 1824. The flags of thie corpg
rrere thirty-one yearB earlier and the flage of the Seventy-second
Reginent must have been hung in the Collegiate Church before 1793. It
is no use blaning anybody for this. The old saw t'a66d,6e a6 d. chunchl'iX
doeg not hold goodr 8B regards Manchester Collegiate Church.

As regards the Manchester Marine Corps however, the officials are to be
congratulated on the orderly fashion in which everything lras done, the
booka being well kept and d,fficially deposited in the towns chest.
Together with the books of the above corps deposited at the Town llall
Manchester, is a parchment marked trprt and endorsed t'The Manchelten
Manlne Cottpd, 1793.t' rr sers forth "A Schedule 0,6 the Boobt nel-atlng
to the l,lanehettett Manlne Conpt nalted bq publlc tubtcnlptlon Ln the AeerLo{ ourl Lond 1793, " signed by 't Janet Entwhittle, Bottoughneeve.tt The book
of proceedings is dated Bullrs Head Inn, Manchester, February 19, 1793.

Among those who took part in the proceedings were Nathan Crompton, the
Rev. J Griffith, Jamee Entwhistle, James Barton, Jaues Whitacker, and
Laurence Peel. At e subsequent meeting on February 19, others present
nere John Lord, I{i11ian Douglas, James Edge, I{i11iam Cross, Edward
Hobson, James Raymond Bamker, James Radford, and John Baldwin. Mr John
Greaves rres appointed Treasurer of the subscriptions, and the bank
selected was that of Pee1s, Greaves and Conpany. Mr Edward Cheeshyre
ltaB elected treasurer and secretary of the Comrnittee. On February 20,



1793 at a ueetiog ia the Bull's Eeail Inn - the Eeu la8es beiog Joho
Ford (chairnan), John Douglaar End Lieutenant Williana it ras.
declded to digtribute about tlro thoueand copies of the Rectuiting Bill
in l'Bl,abelegn, Didsbury, Pendleton, Cheadle, Blackburn, Bury, oldhan,
Bolton, Stockton, Rochdale, Aahton, Wigan, I{arrinBton, Chowbent,
TyldesIey, and Leigh.

SAMUEL ANDREW

Hey, Lees, 01dhan

Recently I traced and inepected the books referred to in the Manchester
Ceatral Library Archives and found the books moBt intriguing and ag
meticulously kept as etated.

Mr Andrews remarke concenning Collegiate Church although apparently
irreverent would appear, if a recent L and C A S lecture is eccurete,
quite true. The Collegiate Church (it became the Cathedral la 1840)
ues rua on rather unusuat lines in that the Dean had what are commonly
known today as tentrepreneurial qualitiesr. He once uarried eighty
couEles in half an hour in a Eass cereuony and gaid'tpa.it o{( aE Aou go
ou*". Money was made in abundance but lraa ueed to Bupport trie lif eetyle.

what happened,to the coloura ie a matter for conjecture.
adorned hia drawing roon wal1s.

Poesibly they

The books were beautifully written in copperplate and deal with theeveryday running of the Corpe. Book nt nler bne dealt with the minureeof each neeting and the reeolutions lrere short and to the point.Several referencea are pade to correepondence with A,djutanis of theGrand Divisions concerning the apprehinsion of deeerters etc. At ameeting on th? 7th May 1793 it wa-e resolved thst 400 copies of, thefollowing Bill be posted in the Manchester areas

LOYALTY REWARD

GREAT FRENCH PRIZE

A spanish GaLleon worth llr5ooro00 hae been retakenfrom the French by Hig Majesties shipe GANGES and
PIIAETON.

In which the brave and loya1 Corps of Manchest,er
Marinee having been engagld wirl share (Drum andFife excepted)

Two Hundred Pounde Each

Though not tlro monthe in the Service of the King
and Country.

GOD SAVE THE KING

rlit prlze mon-ey seeIIlB to be very rewarding compared with that of1945 (El2 ny ahare) and must have been a great recruiting irr""otir"exeePt for thoge who had Bet their heart on beconing Druuners or Fifers.
Another resolution adopted was that Sergeant Haworth be engaged by theConnittee from- saturday to saturdey following inclusive upon the semeas Sergeant Robinson was engaged (preeunably-they lrere RelruitingSergeants. )
At 4 meeting on the 27th l4ay l7g3 it lres resolved that the Sergeant
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be engaged in the Committees service ti11 f urther orders. ttThat tlle
OgnulU TtteaattLtLgrl paq the llutlc thnee GwLneat [on thein attendance- inthe Race Lleeb.'t Attendance at this Race week must not have been deemedto ^Present the saue occupational hazards as that of Capturing ,tspanillt
Gal.l,eonE.t

Book Nuuber 2 deaLt with MMC caeh transactions and contained sigaaturesfor clothing and bounties iEsued.

Book Number 3 was a petty cash book and dealt with everyday trans-actions auch es the purchase of Drum Chords etc.
Book Number 4 dealt with subscriptions paid to Mr Edward Cheashyre 1793.The gubscriptions towards the naintenanle of the Corps varied fron tl05to f,5-5s.

Book Nuuber 5 llas a couplete noniual list of the Corpe by rank and iaalphabetical order eoamencing with Serjts and desceniing to druumersand fifers, with bouaries paia. -

The lali entry in the booke rras in Oct l7g3 and concluded the activitiesof the Conmittee and ends rather abruptly though neetly. The Bullts
Head Inn I have oot been abLe to trace aa yet, as the telephoae booklistg around a dozen and a physical eearcb-nay prove to be expeneive
iod injurious to health although it has crossla'uy nind rhar it couldbe an eveatful orienteering outing for the Rochdaie and District RUA.
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F00TNgTE (Ediror)
In fBritainrs Sea Soldierst - Vo1 I Appendix D (p 317-3ZO) Col Fieldrelates much of this information on The Manchestlr Marines with suchadditional notes aB exrracted here:-
49 recruits lrere obtained in ten daysr'and by the end of Juae g15 menhad beea raised. They were not all Manchestlr men as , bniijing ioiiq,of l0g 5d was allowed for recruits raieed at Liverpool, cheltei,EoIywel1 and wrexham, provided they lrere passed 

"oi enrolled atManchester. In JuLy a Drumuer lras stationed at Stockport, who wasreinforced oo market days by a fifer, in order to "ttr""t recruitE.
Their intended complement lras for a thousand men, and in all lro27recruitE (not counting drumuers) lrere raised for Service at a coEt ofover f.5r000 in bounties and EIrOOO in outfite. The recruiting-.ar".t_isement ran as followe:-

'Tltoae l-o.qal-.and aPinited Aoung me.n, who dedlnout to lerlve thzin KLnaqnd countrlu .?g entist.Lng Lnto tltz Manchett.en lia,nine corpa, oL?- detln'ed2.0 ?b$e,Lve tllat the Manine SerLvice Ls the mott. eligibte', and p2ollta|Lethat.a u.ouns .nan con ent.en Lnto.--ni niieiill'rii-i'i;;-;r;'";rn'i-tZ*Leat,
0d HLt Maledtqta 6g+cqa Ln the doot tetLvice, and-at iie'-ii^d-iii. ii at.n0- expente 06. anq blnd,.pulv.iaiona being {uttnithed while oi-tlri,i-boanda{, uovetLnment expen6e, betldet the verlA grlQ_d,t prLo'pect od tha"ni'na prllze
monea., lhlch \!u e,nable hln to LLve in- cZn6ont' and'-iiiepL"ii;,;,;"iri, ii;,Lzma.inde,L 06 hlt Lige,t



The Captain of the Corps appears to have been recruiEed in Manchester
also, Ls he rras a certain John Lees of Church Lane, and the CoLours of
the Corps lrere presented to him by his daughter in front of the altar
of Oldham Church at a special service held upon the occasion. Accord-
ing to Manchester tale, when Miss Lees advanced to the altar steps and
presented the coLours to her father, he made the iollowing reqarkable
speech:- tt[e Leceiven theae. dl.agt tili' gna,tltudz, $l'gn dedend '.?^ u)Ll
(ontltude, An' i( tllt Fteneh. ihobten t,lt1 ,Ld.gl o.wa7 fie.'n btlng th' powa
(poLul ba,cb.'t

When the Corps had been coopleted to its fulL strength it lras marched
down to Chathan to join the lst Marine Division at iirat p1ace, and was
almost at once drafted for serviee afloat. Soue of the Manchester
Marines, at any rate, were in action within a month or so of leaving
their city, for it is recorded of the indecisive duel between the
French triiate L t EMBUSC.A,DE and HMS BOSTON which took placq of,f Ig, York,
on 3l July- ( 1793) that rhe detachrnent of Marines were ttptincipallg naw
l-ada $mm llancheat,erL u,llo a.,Le rleponted to Lr.d,ve be.ltaved moat nobtg
thnouihout ihe whoLe aciion, ptlobabtq at seve,Le a one a8.e.verL ltla.^ {o-ugltt,
and pnoved the vdLue o{ the dld given to the Govetnment bg th.e t-ogal,
citlzend o{ I'lancltzttei at thlt cnitlcal" tine,}l

The 'lla.nclftetten Mzncunu) about this time said t'Tlq.e Fnench had" been
cLeaning the teat, bui- the Manchedten Maninea had cone to t,h.e netctte't.
Sooe of them tcane to the nelcuL' to some purpose, for at the capture
of a treasure ship each man of the CorpE who was present received f200
as his share of pr|ze money.

IIow long the M.M. served does not appear, nor does it BeeIB clear whether
they aciually joined the regular llarine Corps or retained any individ-
uality of their own. ,It would be interestiug to know also, if any
offieers were raiEed in Manchester besides Captain Lees. The colourg
were not tt lhooten d,u)o,At' f or one of the last resolutions recorded in the
proceedings of the Manchester Committee states that is ltas t'Relol"vgd...
Lha* the iwo 6Lagt beLonging ta the tlanine Cotpa be pl,aced in the
Cot"teglate Ch.inc7'. unden Zne'coloulLs od the 7Ln'd Regi:nent"...unf ort-
unately no trace of them is now to be found, but one of the cap ribbons
is (then) in the Museum of the Royal United Service Inetitution.

Sirnilarly, other forces lrere raieed through donations by public gpirited
Local gentry, sueh as 5 troops of Cavatry, and 'lndzpendent lla.nclq,elt,en
VoLunteenl'who were ineorporated in the 53rdr o! Duke of Yorks Brigade,
as soon as it arrived in Chatham; and in August that sane year (1794)
Lord Stanford gave f500 for additional bounties to landsmen and seanen
enlisting i.n the R.N. Some years earl"ier a Liverpool. Corps had eerved
af loat. The t Roqa,l, LivenpooL UoLunte.ena
embarked as Marinee, and were with Nelson
April I780.

There lras gteat enthusiaem in Manchester
Marine Corps and the foll.owing ballad was

- raised about 1779 - were
at St Bartholmewr s Island in

in connection with the local
very popular at the time:-

Ye lted,nta 06 oab o{ Ma.nclteAterl,
Cone Lla*en to nA Eong,
To tlte Manine Conpa Ln th,Lt town,
Th.e prLd.ise o( it beLongt.
Cho ru s
ThLt Cottpt Eo tight it the dellght
06 Ladtzt ned,t. o.nd clean;
il, gLnL that't u)itQ. u)iLl z'eL detplae
A fila.nchette.,L Md,tLine.

Etc.



THE BATTLE OF THE l^llNDIVIILL By Alexander Craig (RMHS)

(noYlr- MARTNES rN cANADA - 1838)

If you read the various Corps histories you wilL find 1ittle or no
mention of the Battle of the Windmill. However, this minor aetion is
significant to us here in Canada as this is the last land battle fought
on Ontario soil involving the Corps.

The battle Lasted from November l2th to l6th, 1838 and t as one of
severat invasions launched from the United States during the'rPatriot
Wartt which fo1l.owed the unsuccessful MacKenzie-Papineau rebellions of
1837. A large force of about 300 men attempted to capture Fort --Wel-lington near Prescott. This woutd have Lnabled th; ttpatriotrtt to cur
the St. Lawrenee communications link and provide a foothoLd for a ful1
scate invasion of the Province.

In February of 1838 Captain Willian Sandon R.N. had been seat to Upper
Canada to reactivate the presence of the Royal Navy oD the Lakee.
Sandou joined the Navy as a midshipman in 1798. He served throughout
the Napoleonic lrars and by the conclusion of his career he had come
under fire sixty times.

This mott able officer had studied the art and seience of Bteam
engineering in the shipbuilding centres of Glasgow and Liverpool, and
Iras instrumentat in directing the First Lords of the Adniralty in the
practical use of steaE communications in Britainrs naval ports and
anchorages.

On arrival Sandon started to build a Gunboat Navy consisting of
purehased and leased steamships and schooners. These vessels were
tenders to his f lagship the ttNiagaratt, a f if th rate ship based in
Kingston. He recruited artificers to fit out the veseels for war and
he reactivated the Provincial Marine which is a sort of Naval Militia.

.l'i::&.]:; :*

\* -ra - il
In the nidst of building his fLeet an incident occurred which caused
Sandom to send for assistance. On the night of May 30th a notoriouspirate, WilLiam Johnston, who was in league with the leader of the
previous yearfs rebellion MacKenzie, and now was declaring himself as
a ttCommodorett in the Patriot Navy, attacked the steemer tie ttsir Robert
Peeltt at I{e1ls rsland near 0awego. He put the passengers ashore,
plundered the veseel, then ran it out to midstrlan and set it on fire.
This incident prompted Sandom to reguest Vice-Adniral Sir Charlee Paget,
Commander-in-Chief of the British North American and [,Iest Indies
Squadron, to send regutar seamen and Marines to help rnan hie fleet. The
loca1 netf,spaper The Kingeton Chronicle and Gezette of June 30, 1838,
recorded their arrivel.

ttThuntd,aq tatt a,L,Lived d.t. H,l,l.1ocht1and a detachment, oi 150 Seanen and

7
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Maninu acconpanled bg Lieutt Leang. and,llcClew, Lleut Pdnben Rogal
llc,nLnet, A6Et'. Sungeon Stnatton and eight nate6'

Y-ertetdal ou\ atteett utetLe enlivened bq the:^ptlgsenc? t{"i1t!"":}"rinfrX?rO
Jotla So[r ol Neptunei theq btought $o_neotblu t0 au,L )
od |Ld EngLaidtt'nott glonlout deedE,"

I{ith the addition of regular R.N. and R.M. personnel, Sandon waa able
to begin ermed patrolE of the St. Lasrence fron Kingston to Cornwall
aud oit into l.aie Ontario. By the 30th of October hie list of vessels
look,ed l ike thi s :

t.
VESSEL

S t,e aner s

A. PurchaeedttExperimeatrr

TONAGE

220

342

440
280
220

ARMAUENT

t, l8-PDR, 3 Braes
3 PDRS. lllth l, I8-PDR
in reBerve

l, l8 PDR with 2 in
fe aerve

4, l8-PIIRS
2, I 8-PDRS
I, Long l2-PDR
2- I 2PDR Carronade

l-18 PDR Plus
I in Reserve

l-12 PDR Ptus
2, 18 PDRS in Reserve

t, 12 PDR Carronade
Intended Ir 12 PDR
l, 18 PDR, Plue I

in reserve

ttTo ronto !

B. LeaeedttCobourgtt
ilTravelar'l
ttQueeo Victorierr

2. Schooners
A. PurchasedfrBull.frogtl

B. teased
tt Bro qktt

tttady Eel"ierrltrJessie Woodgrtttllontre al tt

Gunbo a t s

5, Lateenr 22 Qared BatgeE of, 24 tone, each arrued with I

carronade

Sandoors Marines were fer ia numbere only 30, under Lt. Charlee A'
parker R.U. Therefore, he obtained regular infantry frorn the 83rd
Rgglnent (Royal lrleh Rifles) to act eE Marines.

Lt. Willian Johnson end about l+4 soldiers enbarked with the MarineE
on board the trCobgurgtt and the trQueen Vietoriatr setting the stage f or
the inpending confrontation wlth the Patriote.

The Rebellions of 1837 in Canada were cauged by discontent over
political, reli.gious, econonic and soclal probl:rt which had arisen
over the yearc.- The defeatEd Canadian rebele fled to the Uaited
Statee. Sone of their leadere iaeluding Willian tyon MacKenzie found
roeport in the border !rtatea for the go"t of an independent, deuocratie
and republican Canada.

A segret pare-ltilitery Society called a llunter (or Patriot) Lodge Yag
forned and soon-hed *ooridera6le financial and political baekiag withiu
the United Stetes.

90-96

t47

90
150
r45

3.



rrGeneratt'John Ward Sirge assembled the New York Huntere in and around
the port of Sackets IIarbour. The inteation wae to invade Upper Canada
at BrockviLle or Prescott; capture Fort Wellington and with this show
of force they perceived the maleontented Canadian populace with their .

nilitia would join forces with the llunters and begin a revotution to
expe11 the British.

0n the Canadian side the British forces
Ilunter activities and the local nilitia
was being rebuilt and with the Navy no!,
under control.

had been notified as to the
was on aLert. Fort Wellington
on patrol the eituation seemed

I

=c';.1;zi,v,,- '-i' tr=tun; ;tn r; ' :i=--.-r5i|r--;;;*;)fl-Q
Slzztchu o6 Font \lelLlngton d,nd RM uni|orLm a{ thia pehiod

During the early hours of November l2th the steamer the ttunited Stateert
towed trto schooners to the tonn of Broekville. However, the presence
of the British steaoer the ttE*perimenttt in harbour made them turn down
river to the tolvn of Prescott. 0n arriving the schooners attempted to
land under the pretext of being in distress. Three hundred nen hid
beneath the decks, howeverr 8o atert custoDs inspector, Alpeus Jones,
was suspicioue and eounded the a1rru. The schooners abortid the landing
ald being without the 'runited Statestt began to drif t. one grounded on
Windmill Point beLow Prescott on the Canadian eide. The ot[er nolr
drifted back to Ogdensburgh and grounded at the harbour mouth.
ttGeneraltt Birge now on the Canadian shore, claimed an acute attack ofgout, and sinee it lras necessary to refloat the schooner he hed it &ffloaded of tnenr munitions and cannon. The ttUniled Statestt returned and
towed the schooner off the bank. Birge returned with it to the U.S.
side leaving about 190 rnen under the comuand of Nils Von Schoultz.

Von Schoultz, a soldier of fortune, who wae a graduate of a uilitary
academy in Stockholm and a veteran of the Compaigns againet Russia
during the Polish Rebellion of l83l and with the newly formed French
Eoreign Legion in Africa; now set about the task of consolidating his
position. lle Boon realised that he had landed on a natural forti-
fication.

The Windnill had three and a half foot thick walls. Ite sixty foot
height gave a comuanding vielr of the river and countryside. -Sirilar
to a Martello Tower the Mi11 provided excellent firing posts for
riflemen. The outlying area had substantial stoae buildingB to protect
his flenk with a stone waI1 providing a perimeter defence. A11 in all
a very etrong position to withatand an attack. Von Schoultz set his
men about to improve hie defencee, confideat trGeneraltt Birge would
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soon Send reinforcementE.
IThe United Statestt waB in the proceBs of off loading more stores for
the Patriots when the British steemer ttExperimenttt arrived frou
Brockville. The Commander Lt. Fowe11 R.N. observing the situation,
opened f ire caueing the ttUnited Statestt to retire. The f ire f rom the
ttE*perimenttt was devastating. One shot suashed into the wheelhouse
beheading the pilot at the wheet. When the ttunited Statesrt arrived
at Ogdensburgh she wae impounded by the U.S. Marshal acting with
Colonel Worth of the U.S. Army the federal authoritiee lrere nolt
attempting to reetrict the Hunter activities.

Ilaving dispatched the ttUnited Statesrt the ttExperimentrr turned to the
Canadlan sfiore and began to trade shots with the cannon aot in Place
ar the Windni11. Lt. Fowell realieed he had isolated the Patriots and
withdrew to the nharf at Prescott where he could observe the river
while waiting for Captain Sandom with the t'Cobourgtt and the ttqueen

Victoriatt.

Duriag the night of the l2th, the Uarinee and the 83rd disembarked to
join ttre nifiiia forces concentrating at Prescott under the commaod
of Colonel Polmer Youag.

Youngrs plan wae to form two columng, one under Col. Duncan Fraser,
the othei under his olrn coomand. The regulare lrere to head the coluuns
with a skirnish screen ia f ront. The Marineg trere with I'raser I I
6renvi11e and Dundas nilitia and Captain George MeDonaldfs Glengarry
Eighlanderg. The 83rd had the 9th Provisional Battalion (Queens
Boidirers) under Lt. Co1. Ogle Gowan, the Brockville independent
company Ied by Capt. Robert Eduonson and part of the Dundae nilitia.
A reBerve !f,as left to Protect Prescott and Fort WelLington.

First contact was uade on the right as the Patriots opened fire from
the rop most positions on the nill. Next sporadic fire opeaed.up from
e wooded sree onto the Marines column. Colonel Fraserts skirniahers
charged the wood and forced the rebels back to the wal1 surrounding the
Mi11. ns the troops proceeded uphillbecoming uore visible to the
defenders they extended Line and proceeded to close the gap with bayonets
fixed advaneing et regular marching pace. Suddenly the entire wa11
erupted in sooke and fire, officers mourted on chargers fell and gaPs
were torn in the ranks of the uilitia.

The advancing British now returned the fire in sections, keeping uP a

continuous discharge. The advance was now quickened to doubLe quick
time. The loadr pr€sent, fire and advance lras ordered and rePeated
despite mounting casualties and the seeming non effect on the enemy
behind the wal1.

The Navy had also begun to opgn fire from aL1 three steau vessets in
the river. Iloweverr some shots wsnt a Iittle high and were landing near
the advancing troops.

From the far Ehore a crowd of spectators had gathered to cheer for the
Patriots. They could see quite clearly as British trooPe advanced iato
the clouds of smoke. The day was dark and danp with low cloud and no
wind. The smoke hung in the air and at one point the nilitia faltered
and retired. Thinking they had started a rout about 30 Patriots leapt
over the wal1 chasing after the roilitia, however, the pullback had been
ordered and now this emal1 group of Americans were surrounded by British
troops. Devoid of atl cover they dropped their weapons and 28 were
marched off into captivity.
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The militia reformed and marched ahead to rejoin Ehe ranks now closiag
in on the wal1. Von Schoultz seeing the determined advance couLd not
be stopped and having lost a good portion of his men now decided to
pull back to the farm housee neer the ui1l.

The British troops halted and seized the sheLter of the wal1. The
Sharpghooters in the uill kept up their fuselade on the British and
were rejoined by those patriots in the houses. Keeping 1ow the British
reloaded and by using bayonets dug loop holes in the wal1 and eould
return the fire in a sporadic way.

Lt. Johnson of the 83rd and Lt. Parker R.M. rested their men and eheeked
their ammunition. The position was safe as long as the patriot artillery
waE firing at the Navy. The advance had caused about 50 casualties froro
about 300 attacking troops. While the officers rrere evaluating the
position the patriots could be seen to be moving their field pieces.

Lt. Johneon fearing the cannon could destroy the wall and men behind it
gathered a handful of his 83rd and charged the large stone farm house.
The house had nine windowe in full view of his charge and rilae also over-
looked by the tower. Johngon reached the building only to be struck
down in a hail of gunfire. The uen in his party wounded and leaderlees
retired to the wa11.

Lt. Parker saw the entire eve[t and
folLow hin over the walI and across
re6cue Lt. Johnaon.

ordered his detachment of Marines to
open ground to attack the house and

The Auericans who had several men to each defensive poeition, turned
their muaketE and riflee on the Marinea. Again the hail of gunfire
smashed the attack. Fourteen tren and Lt. Parker had been hit. Firing
and retiring the Marines reached the wal1 and assisted some of their
wounded over and into cover. The Kiagston newspaper $rote of the
Ettack:

'tThe Maninea ttrlove notabl.g to tuccaut ll,L. Joltnton, d6 thelt Litt od
u)ounded wil,L thow lno Leaa than one oddicet and [outtteen othen rlanbl
tt)e,Le u)oundedl , but wene compeLl,ed to tlet,Le.at orL die. Being d.gttitute
o{ antltLeng to batten the houaea Ln which the a1npatllise,L$ utetle 60
6trlong+A poated, ourl gal"Lant, t,Loops werLe Lelucta.ntly obl.Lgz.d to ,LetL,Le
{tom *he unequa,L cont.e6t,.u

During the renainder of the day the nilitia and regulare kept up a brisk
exchange of murketry from behind the walI and from a small barn they
had oceupied. Knowing any further frontal assaults would onty increage
casualties Co1. Young conBolidated his trooprs poaition to preveat the
Anericans f,rom breaking out or eecaping.

0n the oorning of the l4th, the British sent a flag of truee to enable
the wounded to be renoved and the dead to be buried. The Britieh
casuatties at thie time lrere l3 dead and 67 wounded. The patriots hed
13 dead and 28 wounded. Col. Young had his 28 prisonere housed at
Fort !,Iellington overnight and they \rere nolr on their wey to King6ton.

The l4th and lsth were hard days for the patriots. A11 they could do
was to snipe at any carelees sentry. Von Schoultz had little bedding
and no nedical suppliet for his wounded. Food was running out and a
sl.eet storo further added to their diaeonfort.
Uneure of hie situation regarding reinforceoents, Von Schoultz setrt one
of hie meo named Meredith across the St. Lawrence paddling a plank of
wood. the Americans on the far side had been dieuaded by federal auth-
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orities not to cross over to aid the Den in
persor than General Winfield Scott advised
Lined clLlzznt, howevett -numenouA, can 

^td,ndod a tinglc neglnent o( BnLtLth negul,atla.t'
tf,at the Canadiane did not desire to be rid
actione had shown.

colonel Worth of the u.s. Arny, the officer who had impounded the
patriot schoonerB, Buggested ttat Colonel Young atlow the insurgents
to withdraw to Odienslirgt. Young refused the suggestion. The British
and Canadians had too nany eaeuatiiee and Lt. Johnsonfs body had been
stripped and mutilated. Yo,rng was going to uake eD exanPl?-of these
t'BarLarous pirateerr. Colonel Young wistring to end the incident quickly
sent the Bteaner rrPaul Prytt to crois over while the British veseelE were
undergoiug repairs.

Von Schoultz received contradictory seBsages. First to hold, as re-
inforeeoents lfere coming, and e second message begging hiT to leeve'
Confusion resutted and the British fleet was no!il approaching. The ItPaul

Prytt quickly returned without the insurgents ou board.

0n Friday the l6th at half past t,welve three steemers hove into sight.
They ,erL the 'iiio"t"iii"i r- the "Wi11iam IVt', and the t'Cobourgrt. 

, On

board lrere the 83rd negiment under Lt. Co1. Henry Dundast-a derni-battery
of Royal Artillery witf, I - 12 pounder Howitzer and 2' l8 pounders on

field carriages eonmanded by Major Forges MacBean.

Through the preceding day the Grenadier Company of tlt 93rd Regiment
(sour[erland Eighi.oi"rai under Major John Arthur and the 4th Regioent
of Glengarry Uiiiti" 1ed by Cot. Angus-McDone11 had arrived frou
vietorils over rebels in'the Beauharnoie area of Quebec'

0ver 2000 regulare and uiltia now opposed the Americans. llalf an hour
after arrivai the arti110ry and ttre- strips now began a bombardment of
the nill and houses. The Royals had embarked on Sandomrs fleet and took
up fighting positions on shipboard.

The Regulars of the 83rd and 93rd now formed up for the advance. They
had a score to eettle. The Aoericens fired as beet they could flon the
house, only to be devastated with the precision musketry of Britieh
troops. Mist of rhe patriots fled to ltre stronger fortification of the
nilll U"t a fir diehaiae reoained in the houges. The exaePerated
nritiah troopB Bet the houseE on fire to destroy their reeistance.

The Canaonade kept up despite the Patriot attamPt.to hoiet a white flag'
Round af ter "orroi "od voliey af ter volley poured into the windroill ' As

aight fell the flamee of th; burriiiqg buildinga lit up the target for
oaval and aroy artillery men to eontinue their boubardment'

After aone time the bombarduent cclred and the Patriots surrendered'
Von Schoultz and e number of others atteBpted to hide in Ehe buehee
where the troope found then and dragged theu out'

Col, polmer young had hie priaonere roped together and marched back to
Kingston for triat. The Regulars had Lo keep the 1ocal population from
attlcking the Patriota as they marched through Prescott and other towns
on the way. The Britieh had "bout 159 prisoners, over 200 Etend of
erns, Sevlral hundred kegs of gun powdei, pistols-, sltordE and an elab-
;;;;; ;i";-ritt e epread eagle and a lone tt"t, the word s )) Libenat'ed
LA-iie- Oi'o"iigi iunLe,tt" infcribed in eilk. rn the pocket of one of
the dead patrlot officers a death list rrag found with the nalnes of
r"""i"i-prominent Prepcott people, further proof of their intent'tons'

the windmill. No less a

rhem "llo bodg oi undltglP-
don ten ninutea tlte cllo'tlge
Ee finiehed bY Pointing out
of the British as their
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After the trial ll Patriots were executed, 50 more sent to Van Diemanrs
Land, the remainder rrere pardoned. Von Schoultz was defended by a
young Kingston Lawyer, John A. MacDonal-d, l-ater to be the f irst Prine
Minister of Canada.

December 8, 1838, Von Schoultz was hanged at Fort llenry. He left 400
pounds for the widows and orphans of the Canadian Militiamen ki1led in
the fighting. Further Patriot battles occurred et l{indsoE and the fear
of invasions persisted throughout 1839, but by the end of the year thettHunterrf movement had dissipated alleviating the threat of invagion.

In a tetter to the AdmiraLty, dated December 24, 1839, Captain Sandom
commended severaL Naval 0fficers and Lt. Parker R.M. and enclosed this
list of casualties.

KiLled Robert Kershaw R.M.

First Lieut. C.A. Parker, R.M.
Mr. David E11iot, Provincial Marine
Samuel Wade, Seaman R.N.
John McDermont, Seaman R.N.
John Chapnan, Lance Corp. R.M.
Josh Eumm, Lanc Corp. R.M.
George Clackett, Private, R.M.
Richard Wakeham, Private, R.M.
Wm. Ward, Private, R.M.
John Stephens, Private, R.M.
Lenoard Parry, Private, R.M.
John Powe11, Private, R.M.
Wm. Mi11ar, Private, R.M.
Thos. Barton, Private, R.M.
Richard Dibben, Private, R.M.

Wounded

As you can see the list appears not be be conplete and I fulLy believe
more R.M. personnel were wounded and I further believe Bome of the
severely wounded died of wounds 1ater. Most histories and reportB do
not show any R.M. deaths, but do list the wounded at 15. I am still
trying to l-ocate the final resting place of Kershaw and any others.

The windmi1l nas left abandoned
for years and in 1879 it lras con-
verted into a lighthouee and rem-
ained in operation for nearly 100
years. It can sti1l be Been today.
The battLe Bite is nor a rcgidGat-
ia1 area with the lighthouse as a
picnic spot under the ownership of
Parks Canada.

The |Ld WindmilL nou)
PO ST S CRIPT

This is clearly the same battle noted
Vo1 2 (e.333-4) although no reference
Col Field got Ehe month wrong (March
have verified from various sources.
mention as follows: -

Slightly
Slightly
Severe 1y
Severe Ly
Severe ly
Severe Ly
Severe ly
Severe 1y
Severely
Severe 1y
Severe 1y
Severe ly
Severe ly
Slightly
Slightly

in I Britainr s Sea soldiers t

is made to the windnill, and
instead of November), which I
One marine cones in for special
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In this portion of af f airs, Ll9pl James llunn, Royal Marines, who wag
on the.right of the British 1ine, ran forvard and jurnped over the waI1
vhich eovered the American eharpshooters, and found hinself on their
extreme left, and almost in contact with 6 or 7 of them, who were
separated from their main body by another wa11 running perpendicular
to that whieh covered their front. These men lrere sither loading or
in the act of firing at the advaneing Marines when llunn leaped the walI,
and trere Eo intent on their occupation that they did not notice Hunn
untll he was on them; so thet he wasr able to cloee with theu, and was
seen by hie commanding officers to bayonet 3 one af,ter the other before
they had time to load their pieces and fire. A fourth man, whose
piece was loaded, turned and f,ired, and his ball struck the swell. of
Huunfs nutket, where it was grasped by the left hand, which it passed
through, deatroying the gecond finger; while at Lhe sane tine the nusket
!ta8 driven so violently against his Btomach as for a mooent to suspend
hie breath. 'Recovering hinsel.f, however, he fired effectively at the
enemy, now iii fuIl. retreati but his disabled haad prevented his again
load'ing, and he hrae most unwillingly obliged to give up any further
ehare in the glory of the day, after having accounted for 4 of the
enemy.

Captain Sando6, in his of f icial despatch says z ttl,t naA dppean invldioua
to pattticul,dtli^e d,nA one man ol the amall band od Manlnet engaged,
whene aLl. have dhone to conapicuous- but I tnuat. 1 maq atand excudzd
6on nqiling Janea Hunn, actlng corLporlal, a qoung md.n ol 20 UearLs oi dge,
who, Ln th.e ne.Lee witll the nebe.l,t wa.6 Eeen bg hla o{dlcen and
conpaniont to beat bacb 7 o6 the pinatet, 3 od wlton 6elL dead bedon-z
hin, and" although at. thit tlne having hla Le{t hand thattened bU a
twdl.e-bal.L, he rtil,L eontlnued tltz anequal. contest. 7 deel.Lnglq hope
6uch a nobt,e exempl,e oi bnavenq and devotion t^)itl plead-mg excuEe don
unging qou to nove tlle Lond.a Commiaalonetlt od the AdninaLt.A to bedtow
ptlonoLLan a.nd d. nedal" upon thit val.iant, Aoung doldien. He ia Ln eve,Lu
u)eA dlt *o becone an o66icen.'l
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Hunn was in consequence promoted to the rank of sergeant
Il::t1*-_through the intermediate grad;-ot Corporal. Theore<l a year or ilro after, a.yictim to ye1Lo, i"rr"r, whitethe ttArabt' on the coa6t or Af rica. (riom r o"eJ. -;i u..r"tGiffard t 852) .

Whilst tlunnts nane is norsinilarity of L/Cpl Joshthe sane person?

listed in Mr Graigts casualties, oote theEumm, in pronounciation, could i; p;;;iurv be

wi thout
poor fe11ow
serving iu
Daring t by

o0o
Editon

EDI TOR IAL 'COMMENT

At dawn on sunday t3 May 1787 the first fleet of convicts, with Marineguards, sailed fron Portsmouth to settle in Australia for varyiag per-iods, and thie year ItM the Queen joine in the Uiceniennial celebrationshere. we hope. ro produce ? speciit publication ;;;it nexr year roconmemorate this-event, coinciding with the fleets arrital in SyaneyCove (26 January).
Anqther -highlight for Portsmouth this year wiIl be the arrival of therestored IIMS WARRIOR in June, the revolutionary iron warshlp whose 7OOcomplemenr included t25 Royal Marinee (tg6l - isa3).
Howeverl oa the debit side comes the awfuL dieclosutre tha,t RMB EASTNEyis-npw rsurptua to requirementBr with the abandonment of a Defenceschool of Musie, and many members will view this situation witt 

"oo-siderable foreboding.
In conmenorating.najor co-rpB events it ie important tlot to neglect thelesser koosn actione in whl-ch- the Boyal lterine goes 

"Uort hie-bueiness;and for hin a emall akirmish ie equ"ily as mooenteus ag a ful1 scalebattle. Such i case ie tThe gattie of rhe T{indmiLlt featured in thisissue, subnitted by one of our newest memberg now resident i; c"o.a..No doubt, celebrations in Prescott next year for the l5Oth anniversarywill be as sustaining aE those held herl and in Auerralia over the nextyear.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM

Two Aoericsn ladies made a special vieit to the Royal Marines Museum
on Monday 8 September to present a number of interesting artefactswhieh originally belonged No their grandfather, Major ciorge Mi11er.
From 1884*1917, George Milter was the Bandmaster of the Royal Marinesrislt rnfantry Band, Portsmouth Division, one of the princifar
nilitary bands of its day. As euch, he became a rrell known loca1figure and a distinguished military rnusician who counted amongst hisfriends such eminent pedple as sir Arthur Sultivan and John rfiiflpSousa. Based at Forton barracks in Gosport, his band played in nanyparts of the country and was partieularly popular with- qulen Victori"travelling frequently to osborne ltouse for special recitals.
The artefecrs presented include George MiLlerts medals and ivorybaton, a letter written to hirr by sii Arthur Sullivan togetheruitt,pieces of silver which originall,y eame from the Royal yaltrr Vietoria
and Albert.
George Millerts grand daughters are Miss Daphne plane and her sister
Mre Rosemary Sage both of whom now live in balifornia. They arrivedat the Royal Marines Museum at I100 on Monday 8 Seprember t-gAO ro
make their presentation.
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MAJ0R GE0RGE PIILLER |vlVO mus BAc cANTAB
(Reprinted from the }fusical IIerald)
Major George MiL1er, perhaps better known universally as Lieutenant
Mi11er, retired after serving as a bandmaster for over forty years.

IIe came from a military famiLy. His grandfather was wounded at SaLamanca.
tlis father, after being educaEed at the Duke of Yorkrs School at CheLsea,
went into the band of the Grenadier Guards, in which he was solo cornet
player when George wes born, 26th November 1853.

Mr. Mi11er, senior, afterwards beeame
bandmaster of the 53rd (lfanchester
Regiment), and here young George began
his muscial career. It is a strange
coincidence Ehat his btilliant nilitary
career commenced in the 63rd Regioent
and closed whilst serving in the 63rd
Division.

After serving for a brief Period in the
16th Regiment, he was sent to Kneller
I1a11 to complete his musicat studies,
and in I875, at the age of tltenty-one 'received his Kneller IIa11 certificate
for harmony and orchestration and
competency to play upon or teach all
the instruments of a military band, and
he was appointed bandmaster to his orrn
regiment (the l6th) with which, i. the
foLlowing year, he went to India. On
the voyage out Mr Miller composed the
f antasia, "A Voyage of a Troopshiptt,
founded on o1d sea-songs' which perhaps
is the best known piece with every
rniLitary band.

In 1880 Mr Mi11er received the bandmastership of the Royal- i'{ilitary
College at Sandhurst, which carried with it the post of organist aE the
church service. Sir Arthur Sullivant s father was one of Mr. Miller t s
predecessors in this post, and he tel1s a pleasant story how Sir Arthur
t,hen Mr Sultivan - came more than once to reneq, boyish impressions, and
played the Sunday service at Mr Millerrs invitation.

In 1884, when the.vacancy occurred in the Royal Marines (Portsmouth
Division), Mr Mi11er beeame a candidate. Strong testimonials were
written in his favour by H.R.II. the Duke of Edinburgh, Sir Arthur
Su11ivan, Mr Dan Godfreyr and the officers in whose regiuents he had
served. Sir Arthur Sullivan spoke of him as not only highly qual.ified
in music, bur t'a ma,n.od good educatlon, 0, gonttenan in rnannerL and {eel,-
Lng, t' and on the strength of these recomuendations Mr MiLIer aras adoit-
ted to the competitive examination, and ultimately gained the appoint-
ment, whieh he held until the 3rd March 1917.

To supptement this brief
Mr H F Rapsey, L.R.A.M.,
chief.

"It waB fifteen years ago
"during which Eime I have
branches than any Academy

account of Major Millerts life rle have asked
to write some personal recollections of his

that I became his seeretaryrtt says Mr Ramsey,
learnt more of the art of nusic in all its
or Conservatoire could have iuparted to me.

ttAs an arranger for military bands Major Mi11er has no equaL, whilst his
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knowledge of every known instrument, their capabilities, dlfticult
fingerings, -eLc., .is unbounded. Amongst some of his unpublishe.d
arrangemeflts are the following:- Overture, Fl-qlng 0ut.clman, Ride o{ the
Val"tzqnlet, and ?analdal, Wagner:. Overture, llQ.Lut-Lne, Mendelssohnl Over-
ture , Rlehand 717, VolkmannS Entty o't the Godt, Wagner; Lux ChnitLL,
Elgar; Finale, New Nont d Sqmytlr.onq, Dvorak; 0verture , Romeo and JuLlzt,,
Tchaikowsky; and an excellent arrangement, of Baehrs (the great) G Minor
Fugue. This rilas his favourite piece, and, incidentally, waB arranged at
my suggestion. Whenever we were in Low spirits or depressed out would
cooe the G Minor for practice. It was a good tonic for both bandsmen
and bandmaeter, and lte were all quite happy again in a very short time.
frHe ie a composer of merit, his latest compositions being a concert
overture , Tn the King'I Nave"e; a delightf u1 1itt1e g1ee, ttSweetheart
Miner' (recehtly publighed by Curwenrs); and a fine fantasia, t1664',
which is at preseflt unpublished. An aLlusion must be mede to Major
Mill.errs priuer, rThe Military Bandrt published by Nove11o. This work
is quite a masterpiece. It differe from ary other of its kind, inas-
mueh as the dry pi1L of theoretic exposition is gilded and brightened
with humour throughout the entire book. Having had to do with the
illustrations, I must pass them by, but I am proud of the recognition
of my name in the preface, espeeially as fThe Military Bandrr to use
Major Millerts own words to &e the other day, tis my best memorial.f
ttlt rras on the Royal yacht tVictoria and Albertr, during a visit to
Copenhagen by Queen Alexandra, that Major Mi1ler wrote his tFnedenlbong
Marchrr and the Queen expressed a desire to hear it on the pianoforte.
A piano arrangement was made and I was to be the pianist. ?eruission
lras granted for me to practise on the Queenfs private pianoforte in her
cabin. I think I enjoyed theee rehearsals better than the actual per-
formance !

I'uajor MilLer nevex loses his head (although he has Lost his thairt
with me occasionally), and I can remember several occasions when uost
people would have been at a loss to know what to do. I will give just
three incidents.
frThe band was playing in a large corn exchange a few years ago in a
Welsh town, and, af t,er lre had been playing f or about half an hours the
lights faiLed and there was conplete darkness. The building was crowded,
and t,here wa6 every chance of an accident had the audienee attenpted to
move. Major Mi11er, without any hesitation, told them that sone candles
had already been sent for and would arrive in a few momentsr and that if
they rsould sit absolutely still and quiet he woutd finish the programne
in the dark, until the arrivaL of the candles (which, by the wayr never
cane). We coumenced to play (I am not going to say how mary \{rong
notes rf,ere played) and the audience were absoluEely silent. After we
had played three moxe pieces Major Mi11er gave a litt1e speech, during
which time he directed the people to the doors in single file, and
having got them all out safely, he thus averted what might easily have
been a panic with serious consequences.
ttsome 1itt1e time ago hre r{ere playing at the flower show at Worcester
College grounds, 0xford. Major Mi11er was always most particuler about
his appearance, and on this occasion a button had flown off, having
resented the conducting of one of Wagnerrs compositions. During the
conducting of the next piece the button was being quietly geltn on by one
of the men unseen and unnoticed by the audience. This would have passed
off quite we11, but unfortunately the entire bandstand (cooposed of
planks placed on barrels) dropped about two feet, and the portable
musicstands toppled about. A few of the musicianst lips were sl"ightly
hurt, but Major Millerrs button was already orr and he finished the
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piece with a smile on his face

ItAs a singer Major Mi1ler hae litt1e or no Pretensions-, although. he
poBsesses-* r"ry good t,enor voice' One one occasion, hohrever, the
iignt appeared iro, under the bushel. The band was performing-at 4

"oi""rt- in the Midlande and a local singer had been englged. Oce of
rhe Bongs happened to be rsoldiers of the Sear (coqpoaed by the Major),
and wag to bL-accompanied by the band. The rendering did not please
the composer, who, having spent all his pattence in three atEempts to
rpul1 tire singer ihroughrr politely asked him to retire, and then sang
the song hineelfl
tt1he happiest tines in Major Millert s 1if e Irere no doubt when playing
for Queen Victoria at Osborne. During the latter part of her reign we

were frequently ordered to the Royal iesidence, staying there eometimes
for a week at ; tine. Court Circular rec'ords prove the immense Pop-
ularity of the band, and it was naintained to the very end.

ttThe journey to CoWes necessitates crossing Ehe Solelt from our barracks,
and t[is wri alwaye done by a small launch and in all weathers. On one
occasion the Bea lras so rough that many of the men were rret through oo
arrival. The Queen on this-oceasion graciously sent them away to ehange
into war4 ctothes, and of course denied hereeLf the music of which she
was so passionateiy fond. 0n another memorable occagion the band ret-
urned fion Cowes at nidnight. After the taunch had coomenced to steaa
out it was quite obvious ihat, during the long wait, the man at the
wheel had dined nor wisely but too well. The band, however, re-ached
home quite safely, thanks to the assistance of one of our rnen (acting
on the instructions of the Major, who took the role of navigator), who
was also a bit of a sea-dog.

ttlt lra9 during our treeent visit to the French Eront that a gerioua
breakdown cam. to Major Miller, and I welL remember the day that the
message cane to our eamp that he was very ill and had been removed to a

hospital some few uilee distant. 0n1.y the day before (Sunday) I had met
hin and he aeked me where I was going. I Eold him that I thought of
going to the little church to hear how the French could sing. Ile said,
rloitf go with you. t 'The news of the breakdown ltas theref ore a iudden
blow to i", f or itr" Maj or was looking remarkab!.y well. l{aj or MilLer ie
now rapidly recoverirg, and before long will be quite himeelf again.
IIe wi1i, I hope, join the ranks of the civilian musical worldr aqd the
loss to the military world will be their gain, and a big one too. He
dird in 1928.

o0o

FRoM rrTrrE DERBY T,{ERCURY'r TRTDAY JU.LY l6lJUqY ?1 1756

Private accounts by the
of St PhiLip t r Fort lras
0fficer crytd ou! in the

Flanders Mail
marching out,
anguish of hi

say that when the Garrison
a brave honesL Subaltern
s SouL.

0h Partius! Is there not some chosen Curse
Some hidden Thunder in the Stores of Heaven
Red with uncommon Lrrath, Eo bLast the Man
Who owes his greatness to his Countryts Ruin

(ADDISONI S CATO)

Being then asked by a superior officer who \ras ttre Man? lle
anowered that he did not know, but God knew, and wouLd not fail
to reward himn according to his works in this life or in the next
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A REGISTER OF ROYAL IV|ARINES l,lAR DEATHS (1939-45)

By Captain Johu Good (RUES)

By the tiae this edition of SIIEET ANCIIOR eomes through your letter box
the first three parts of ny Register will have been publ.ighed by the
Royal Marines Museum and be available for all to see and read. The
titte Day sound dul1 and c1inicaI, neverthrLesE it describes what it is.

Let me teLl you rlore about it and how it all etarted. At out A"GM,
nearly four years ago now, the Archivist, Miss Bridget Spiers, asked
for a volunteer to make a card index of all Royal Marinee who died
duriag the 1939-45 War. I voluateered for the job and wag duly set to
work delving for details in the archiveg. I soon realised that, with
the iaforuation available to me thenr mX task rras virtually inpoeeible
for several reasons. First, caeualty lists available were in letter
form and were constantly being changed, and there lrere aleo doubts
about some probable deaths. Second, nowhere could I find any reeord of
the several hundred deaths in UK home establishments.

Fortuaately help lras at hand. Our Records Office at EMS CENTURION had
what they talled the Death Diary. Ilere was the information I required,
approxiaately 320 pagee with twelve names to a page. It was more or
llis in alphabetical order giving ful1 names, number and rank, date and
place of dlath and the unit. CENTURION kindly made a coPy of this
available to me which I was aow able to uEe a8 my principal souree.
Thue armed I completed the card index the Archiviet wanted in a rnatter
of a few weekg.

The thought that these cardg should lie in the Archivigtrs office only
to 8ee the light of day wheu information about someone was waated geemed

ehortiighted. Nowhere lras there a complete ro11 of all who died
availabLe to the general public. All the inforuation was there on the
cards but it needed to be preseuted in another and more cooplete form.
My suggestion that I should conpile such a register If,aB readily accepted
aad I etarted the taek the followiog autumn.

As usual things were not as siople as I inagined they would be. While
abitracting details frou the Death Diary it ttas apparent that some-
entrieE were wrong or incouplete, for instaacer a rank dying while
serving at Eastney was oost unlikely to have been buried in Egyptr etct
etc. i found more than three hundred entriet needing elarification.
Once agaia I was fortuaate to have the Bupport and help of CENTURION.
The Commaudiag 0fficer gave me the run of the old recordE in the base-
metrt. My three days delving ie a stofy ia itself, I greatly enjoyed
examiniag those beautifully written documeats so clearly 8et out. In
thoae three days I had reBolved the questione that needed answering.
By the end of that winter I had completed oy Register iu rough. SuIBmer
tines are for sailing and other acti.vities and I put uy work away until
the following autumn.

By the end of the next winter I had typed over 500 pages of drafts,
more drafts and fair copies. It lras decided that the Register in its
fiaal -form should be published in four parte, Parte I and 2 under one
covef,, aad Parta 3 and 4 each as separate booke. The cootents ares-

Introduction aud about ten pages of 6tatietice. Ihe stat-
istics give breakdowns of deaths for each year of the lrar
by aru of service (seagoiag ships, RN shore establiahments,
land foruationar commandgt, landing craft aud RM home
establishnente). There ie algo a breakdown by theatre of
operations (UK, Europe, Far East, etc.), whether continuous

Part I
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Part 2

Part 3

service or hostilities on1y. Fina11y, there is an analysis
of cause of death, whether in battle, natural causes or
other causeg such as road accidents, drowuing. So much
detail is contained in Ehese statistics that future hist-
orians and researchers should have a field day for yearB
to eome t

which ig published under the Bame cover aE Part I, ie e
straightforward A to Z alphabetical list of all ranka who
died during the ltar. It gives fuL1 names, reginental nuuber
and rank, ship/unit in which eerving at tine of death, date
and place of death.

lists all deaths by ship and unit. For clarity it haa been
divided into six sections, seagoing ships, RN ghore establieh-
ments, land units and formatione other than commandoe,
commandos, landing craft, and RM UK estebliehments. Theee
are arranged in alphabetical order or nuncrical order ag
applieable.

Roqat l,lo.Llnet grlavel Ln
t.tte Baqzux ttJU)Z eemeteLA
od Nonmandq.

It ie hoped that the last part, Part 4, will be ready for publicatioo
in early sunmer 1987. This part deals entirely with known burials
worldwide, it does not include those who have no known grave et Bea or
on land. I have divided this part into three sections for eaey ueer
Section I is an alphabetical list showing where a man is buried and the
page oumber on which details are given. Section 2 ie an alphabetical
list of all UK burials giving the cemetery where buried and grave number.
Section 3 is a liet of all overBeas cenete.ries and grave aumbere. There
is, of course, an index to the cemeteries at the beginning of thig part.
When ready it will be possibLe for anyone visiting a particular country
to see who is buried in that atea and what their grave nuubera are.
Conpiling Part 4 has needed a lot of help, generously and freely given,
by the Commonwealth Wargraves Commission. Their help is very much
appreciated. The recorde and help of the Inperial War Museum, have and
are being used, a big rthank your must go to then as well.
So my task is approaching its end. I wondered at the start of thie
project it I would have a guilty feeling of intruding into the livee and
deaths of those 3944 Royal Marines who died during the 1939-45 War. I
donrt think so. I sincerely hope that my Register will be ueeful to
those researching the laet war. I have learned a lot Eore about our
Corps hiBtory, this approach is certainly different to reading the
history books.
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RQYAL [IIARINES TRANSPQRT - By chris Daviee (Ex R.M. )

(ronMarroH srGNS AND uNIFoRM INsIGNIAT 1939-46)

A letter from a Dutch M.V.C.G. member, Bert Van Puffelen, etarted an
enquiry at RMB Eastney which showed a distinct lack of vehicle photos
in the Corps archives. However, a letter in the Corps magazine produced
a number of interesting replies and photographs which I reproduce here
in the hope that they nay assiet others with various projects. Another
reason for rny enquiry was to elieit information on Royal Marines vehicle
and unif orm insignia during the Second World l,lar. Although uarkings are
eubjected to strict ru1es, I ehould hrarn students of this fascinating
aspect of heraldry that these rules are frequently bent, if not dis-
regarded altogether. One thing I have lerrnt above all ie that I must
not be dognatic. My letter atso produced a number of reminiscenceB
which I found quite absorbing end which made me realise just how robust
war-time vehiclee had to be. For example, John Dodgeson was with I RM

Coast Regt., part of MNBDO I (Mobile Naval Base Defence 0rganisation)
equipped with 4 and 6 inch guns. John remembers that early in 1944 he
had occasion to ride a BSA M20 notorcycle from Bombay to Kalapur, a
return journey of 721 miles. He carried extra petrol on !h9 panniers
and the jo,rroly ,." nainly on un-madeup roads. He said, 'Th.e vlbnatlon
wa6 unbe:Lleva,bLe. Both pettlot- tanht t-plit, the headlanp qnd 6ngnl rnud-
gud",Ld bnach.etr bttobe a,nd', dinallq, 100' mitet {nom hone, tlte (onb head'naee cotlapaed. The ateening seZzed toLid and eve,LA cotlnen 7 couLd not
Lean Lnto neant atopping and-I-Ldting the bilze ,Lound'. The.whoLe oi that
100 mlt"eA u,al Ln danbnett, Onl,tl tlle dtnength o( tlte BSA lzept ne moving
d.nd a 16H Nonton woutd not have ilade it.'i
MNBDO t conprised some 5r000 rnen and was formed in 1939. It contained
nainLy coast artillery batterys, anti-aircraft batterys, a searchlight
regiment, a landing and naintenance unit and aland defence force, llth
RM Battalion. The unit served nainly in the Middle East and Far East
and \ras disbanded in 1944. Whilst in Egypt John was photographed astride
a BSA No. C4388466 (photo A). Note the Locally-made air filter on the
richt pannier which was a toolbox stuffed with wire woo1. Apparently'
)a-vettq Lange numbe)L o( BSAa werLe 8o equlpped, but not tlr.e NontrnE.'
All vehiclei rrere painted in Light Stone and very few had unit narkings.
0n bikes, the number was repeated on the petrol tank with a large C

circling the first digit, ana the headlamp mask was simply 'a dltc oI
netl,L wlth two hotlzontaL dl,ota,'

Photo B was taken in Singapore in 1945 and shows POX ll83l6(D) Mne Bill
Laker otr an Ariel of MONAB lX (Mobile Navat Advanced Baee). Note the
']delettt tqpe' air filter on the petrol tank, the Royal Navy number plate
(53060 RN) on the tailboard in the garage and the RAF type roundel on
the Bedford QL, together with the number 118785 RN painted on the front
pane1. It is interesting to see the plate for gas paint sEil1 fitted in
front of the QLts driving window even at this late date.

Photo A l?ho*o C it on Pagz 29l'

Continuing on the M0NAB rheue, Sgt P0/X 102085 Bob Kent served at IIMS
Grebe, the Royal Naval Air Station, Dekhelia (see photos C and D). A11
Corps transport had RN number plates Eogether with a dark blue shield
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with diagonal Corps colours of ye1Low, green and red stripet on it, onthe offside wing. After discussionr w€ norf, think that this was an un-official oarking. HMs Grebe lras used as a final training phaee foryoung FLeet Air Arm.pilots who not infrequently, when prl"Liring dive-bombing techniques in the desert area, tett puiiiog up a bit tof Late.The wrecker lras then used ro winch o,ri planei and iirots. A grislyjob best left to bootneckst Bob also rirr"d with tn" driver Irainl.ugwing of MNBDO I1 at Fort Cumberland, Portsmouth, where the unit markfngwas a circLe with Corps cotours sinilar to the striefa already describei,but with a white Polar Bear in the centre, inherited , he ueiieveB, from
MNBDO I as they came out of Norway. In fact, Fortress Unit I rrent toNoryay in 1940. Although independant of rhe MNBDos, this unit rrasadninistered from Fort Cumberland and when it returned in 0ctober its200 members were absorbed into MNBDO II, so Bobts theory beare (no punintended) some weight (see photo E). T;gerher with cl;;r-iLi-rrrl!g"r,Bob weat on to form the first RM.Motor"yil. display te.i ar nafrii!rsland, using stripped down gervice ltatthless bike;. They g"rl ,"iy
9i"plays in the Portsmouth area before moving to Alexandria where thefamous Bar None motorcycle club was formed.

Photo 0 Photo E

PLlx2296 sgt A.E. williams sent a 1ot of ueeful uniform inforrnation,together with !h" photograph of Mne Belcher on a BSA of HQ signalsCoy, ll7 RM Infantry Brigade, taken at Birchington, Kent, in ig+S (seephoto F). This shows the bike nuuber aE c 4351l1l and the serial zgin red/white on a white/blue square. This brigade *r"" very short-1ived.Formed on l6th January,1945, its three battaliong were 3tit RM, 32nd
RM and 33rd RM. -Th9 brigade formation sign was a ye1low fouled anchoron a red circle inside a yel1ow eight-pointed etar. It is reported asbeing not generally issued and rrorn afler mid-May, lghS. Whether itappeared on vehicles is not known. Mne Belcher aiso appears to bewearing rRMr shoulder brasges in addition to the tniyat Marineet ehoulder

title in red on bLue. Il7 Bde took some caa-
ualtiee in Germany at the end of the wer,
serving nainly in rhe KeiL area. It was dis-
banded in August, 1945.

Equa1.1y short-lived hras I l6 Inf antry Brigade
RM which used the formation sign of e yeilow
trident on an inverted, elongated red triangle.
This wag rhe ol_d RM Diirision iign which was i"
x I 4r' when painted on vehicleB. - The Battalions
\rere 27th RM, 28th RM and 30th RM and rre know
that Brigade HQ rac sign was a white figure I
on a bLack square, while the Signals Co was a."9 figure 3 on a blue/white square. This
brigade formed in January, 1945, rras in action
in NI{ Europe during the last three months of
the \rar and was disbanded in June , lg4i. It
is interesting to nore rhat the ZSth RM Batt-
a1ion, which served as infantry, lras largely
made up of crehrs fron the disbanded lst
Armoured Support Regiment which had used CentaurPhoto F
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95mn Gun-Howitzexs and Sherman Command
(see photo c.) Although not apparent i

tanks during
n this photo

the D-Day Landings
, the unitts tac sign

was a dark blue square
with the CorpB colours
striped across horizont-
all-y with a superinposed
battery number, I to 5.
Although designed orig-
inal1y to be engine-1ess
tanks firing from land-
iog craft, it was dec;
ided to refit the engines
and RAC naintenance crews
and RA drivers were
hurriedly drafted into
the regiment, together
with one Sherman OP tank
per four Centaurs. A1-
Eogether, 80 Centaurs and
20 Shermans landed and as
they were only expected
to be ashore for one day, Photo G

HQ was a Jeep and in one case a rborrowedr Canadian bren earrier. In
fact, the unit was ashore for several weeks and carried out useful fire-
support missions supporting 4 (Army) Comnando and 48 Commando RI-I as well
a6 the Canedian units. On being withdrawn on 24th June, it was found
that 502 of the Centaurs had suffered mechanical failures.

?ltoto H

Fred Self wrote from
Canada and described hira-
self as a 'Oitpat.ch nlden
o6 prle-warL vintaget .
Apparently, the marines
had very littLe transport
pre-war and the first
bikes acquired at Fort
Cumberland were BSA 65Occ
V-twins, simply painted
green with RN number
plates. Dress in the early
war years was the old khaki
uniform and high puttees
with soft field service
capB (see photos H and I).
rrid had rhe , na,t.hztt aLanm_
ing d"nd l,tonoulLed' job of
riding wi th di spatche s

from H.M. The King from
London to Chatham, then
atong the o1d coasE road
to Portsmouth - and on to
P Lynnouth ! Wi th on1y,. a

r./ cape on top, needlef ) to'" say, i t rained f or Yhe
whole journey. Us young
bikers dontt know wetre
bornt Later, motoreyclisEs
were issued with the domed
helmets which were painted
green and decorated either
with a white band or one
in Corps colours, together?hoto 7
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with the white/b1ue DonRs flash on either side.

Mrs. N. Whaley sent a photograph of her late Father, Co1oneL T.B.W.
sandalt, R.M., who was t.he c.o. of Dalditch caop, woodbury, Devon,
where the 7th Battalion were in residence. The early Norton shown was
painEed khaki dark earth with no markings, but note the unpainted engine
Lloct and the unusual headLamp mask eutal,{ay (see photo J).

Pltoto l
The next four photographs show Royal Marines Provost PersonneL and
machines. The firsi, photo K, shows members of the PorEsmouth Detach-
Eent outside their HQ in Southsea during 1943, together with a Bedford
l5cwt and, I believe, yet another BSA M20. The staff are wearing blues

?hoto K

Pantmto uth D etaclment. R.o gat llaninet
Pnovott 1943

with the pre-war leather belt equipment and .38 revoLv.ers on a green
lanyard. Although not apparent, a bl-ue armband was ttorn on Ehe upPer
rigirt arm with RMP in r.d. Marines had a red cap band which would have
clashed with the red MP cap cover, sc a blue naval caP lras worn instead
by Provost staff. Unfortunately no tac markings are visible, but of
note is the red MP on a white ground on the *oiorcyelers mudguard., This
is repeated in the next photo taken in Singapore in November , I 945, by
Mr. W. Bolivers showing Corporal tscouser ThreLfaLL, hopefully, off duty
(see photo t), Also taken in Singapore, the next photo shows Cp1'Len

?hoto L

BoLLven, SLngapotLe,
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?ho to l,{

BoLLvzn, Slngaponzi
Len John[on, Novemben ' 45

Photo N

Gnoup od RM ?novott Section at. HMS
Commonwea"l,t.h, Kune, Ja,pan, Fe.b, 1946.
0etaehed 6ot, 35 Roqa,l" llaninzt ?ttovoat
Compang, Singapone. lHannq ?l,aqdottd, RM

Conpa Anchiviat, ttanding, dtont tow
Znd dnom nlgllt.l ,

Johneon wearing greens with a standard khaki cap and red cover (see
photo M). Note the unusual door marking on the CMP cab door. The
next photo was taken at HMS Commonwealth, Kure, Japan, in February,1946,
and shows a detachment from 35 RM Provost Cornpanyr Singapore (see photo
N). Standing, second from right, front row, is Harry Playford, now the
Photo Archivist at RMB Eastney, who is the only one correctly dressed,
wearing a whistle and chain! Two types of battLedress are worn, with
Royal Marineer shoulder titles on1y. The white crossbelt is absent and
pistols were lrorn in this fashion for Jeep patrol, with a single strand
green lanyard. Also worn \{ere white anklets with blackened straps. As
a matter of interest, the elasticated red cap cover was dampened then
spun round, throwing the creases to the front. After being placed on the
capr the creases rrere fanned out from the badge into a rgunburstr of l3
creases, according to ny o1d RMP instructor at Chichester. I hear eries
of Bul1 and others, but we Lrere there to set an example, after all.
These men were the laet RM Provost of the rrar years as the branch was
disbanded in 1946, being reformed in 1962.

Jim Brockbank (standing, centre) Like a good Marine did as asked and
sent in two photos showing a Bedford water bowser at Fan-Ling and an
immaculate Jeep of B troop, 44 Commando at Tsun-Wan, New Territories,
Kowloon, in January,1946 (see photos P and a). By this tine, Royal
had stopped wearing the badge over the left ear and appears to be wear-
iog it correctly, over the left eye.

P0/X ll229l Mne Bill Crampin sent a picture of his fhomer during his
tine with A troop, E battery, 3rd RM Heavy Anti-Aireraft Regiment (see
photo R). The photo was taken on the Scheldt on VE day, 1945, and shows
a Morris Office type body containing early warning equiprnent linked to a

?Photo Photo A
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triangle, bordered in yeLlowr otr which tras a
ye11ow fouled anchor. Formed in March, 1945, with 43 Officers and 726other ranks, it rras equipped with Alligator LVTs and carried out infantryinternaL security duties in sE Asia .rrii1 disbandment in 1g46, It ispossible that this tac sign was used on LVTs at the time of the Walcherenlandings in 1944, but not confirmed.

?hoto S
Ril,{ 1887 6 Mne. 0. $thltta,het, Ade.n 1960-1961.

?ltoto R

BLI-L Cnampln

Not covered so far,
from 1943 onwards,
they came under the
together uith Nos.
four SS Cdo Brigade
this time, numbered
The tacticaL signs
D-Day Landings.

Uni t
HQ Special Service Group
I RM Engineer Commando
SS Group Signals
Group tight Aid Detach.
I SS Brigade HQ

rotating roof aerial display. As part of 5 AA
Brigade, this unit formed an anti-aircraft ring
around Antwerp and the ops. roorn recorded 483 Vl
and 313 V2 rocket incidents from lZ November to
l2 Deeember, 1944. Although not confirmed, it is
1ikely that Royal Artillery tac marks were used
and Bill \{ore the blue shield with red ero,ss' of
8th Infantry Divislon, so this is probably also
the formation sign used on his vehicle.

Slightly more up t,o dare is the photo sent in by
RM 18876 Mne D. Whirraker of his Humber l-ton,
taken in Aden in I96l (see photo S). The white
figure 9 on a redlblue square is the tac mark of
45 Commando RM.

Returning to the rsar years, another known mark-
iog is that of 34th Amphibian Supporr Regiment
which was a dark b1ue shi.eld with an inverted red

and forming a large part of the Corps strength
are the Commando units. Numbered from 40 to 49,

command of the Special Service Commando Group,
l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 9 Army Commandos. There-were
HQs, each administering four Commandos, which, at
about 450 men but with many attached sub units.

for the SS Group were as fo11ows, at the time of

Numb e r Arm of service coloured square
Black (see note l)
B 1ue
White over blue
Blue lyelLow/red
Red

40
49
52
40
8l
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Uni t
3 (Army) Conmando
4 (Army) Conmando
6 (Arny) Commando
45 RM Commando
2 SS Brigade EQ
2 (Aruy) Commando
9 (Arny) Commando
40 RM Commando
43 RM Commando
3 SS Brigade HQ

I (Aruy) Commando
5 (Army) Commando
42 RM Commando
44 RM Commando
4 SS Brigade IIQ
4l RM Commando
46 RM Commando
47 RM Commando
48 RM Commando
Group PostaL Unit
Group Provost Section
Group Field Security Sec.
Special Boat Unit
Holding Commando (wrexham)
Commando Depot (AchnacarrY)
Cdo. Mountain Warfare School
(St. Ives )
Second Echelon

Not,es ref . above

t.

Number Arm of service coloured square
,T

(see note 2)

(see note 3)

(see note 4)

(see noEe 5)

55
55
57
58
87
59
50
6t
52
94
66
67
68
69

r00
92
93
95
96
80
79
40
41
97
98

99
2E

Red
Red
Red
Red
Green
Gre en
Gre en
Gre en
Gre en
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
Red over Black
Red over Black
Red over Black
Red over Black
Red over Black
B1 ack
Black
B1 ack
Green over Blue
B1 ack
B1 ack

B1 ack
B1 ack

2.

3.

In November lg44 the title SS was dropped and Commando Group sub-
s ti tuted.

I SS Bde \rere withdrawn 83 days after D-Day and returned to NW

Europe in January, 1945, with Nos 3(Army), 6(Arny), 45 RM and
46 RM under command.

2 SS Bde lfere under Army command in 1944 and served in Italy, the
Dalmatian Islands, Albania and Greece.

3 SS Bde served mainly in Egypt, India and the Far East.

RM were replaced by 4(ArmY) Cdo.
except 47 RI"I which landed on Gold

COMMANDO BATTLE DRESS INSIGNIA

For the Walcheren trandings, 45
4 SS Bde landed on Sword beach
beach, joining the Bde tater.

The shoulder title dllfcrsd fron othGr.reglqenEr.in thet the Cdo nunber,
40, 4t etc. , rras *oin- rUo"e -ti!-'tiIi"- ' eo'qal- rtininea ' and 'Commando .

geiow this tas worn the red dagger on a blue felt segment (from late
1g44) ofr more probably, the 'COmblned 0pa'EagLe, Tommy gun and anchor'
This was worn on eithei arm with the gun pointing forward. I must also
mention the lO4 RM (Training) Brigade, as its unit flash was a ye11ow
seahorse over a blue circle-on, i"d inverted segnent. This badge is
quite famous within rhe Corpr r"a is known univelsally as the'Pnegnant
Ptta"wnt .

Fina1ly, remember what I said about badges over the left ear? Marine
Jack Grandfield had this excellent study taken with a captured German
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box camera at Keil
fLags (Signal-s SQ)

So unce6 :

The Roqo.t I'lanlnea
bq Tznence Wfuz.
Autttalla a.nd Ex

?ho to gn-a.pltr : K g,

?hoto C

in t'Iay, 1945 (see photo T). He is wearing crossed
and a.1ong-service stripe on the left forearm aad

Royal Marines shoulder tit1e. The ubiquitoue BSA
M20 has the C number painted on the petrol tank
above 57 on black which was l17 RM Brigadets tac
sign. The machine is in dark earth with a rdesertl
air filter sti1l fitted on the petrol tank. In rhe
background can be seen the Z number of a small-
water bowser with a canvas cover, to make it
resemble a G.S. truck.

Jack GrandfieLd must have the last word.
in his letter that he completed'S.cx UeatLA
month in what 1 contidzt ioto, but peLllaps
a"t t.tte.timQ., to be one od tttz dlnett Conpt
u)o nl-d. I

He said
Lett a

didnt t
in the

Chris Davies

19lq-1.980 bq Jamu Ladd, f,lil-it,a.ng
ALL thor? ex-Roga,L,s mentloned and

C / SSt Ma.LcoLm Batten.

N lConpa Muteum Anchiverl.

Vehicle Manbingd
Mn R U) Clan-fze,

FRO}1 ''TIiE DERBY }{ERCURY'I FIi.IDAY I2 AUGUST I74B

on Honday last came on at southampton Assizes the trial ofcaptain James i,lAGRATli of the Hon General churchill t s Regiment
of l"larines for killing Lieutenant Alexander i,ftliAy of the sameR'egiment. in a duel fought in the year r745, when after atedious prosecution which lasted some hours he \rras entirelyacquitted with great honour and reputation, to the great jtv
of the officers belonging to the two Regirnents now iying i"-that Town, who attended him Eo his Tria1, and "on.r"yLa iriur afterit part of his journey out of that Town through crowds of
tluzzaing soldiers who followed him some miles out of Townr ESa mark of the sErong affection they had for him which they every
moment expressed.
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R.I'I, ANTI-VI OPERATIONS . 1944

(SubniLted by P c Barrett RMHS)

The co of I HAA Regt RM at this time rras Lt col Ralph Garrett DSO and
I was serving as Staff tieutenant in IIQ 5RM AA Bde comuanded by
Brigadier J E Leech-Porter CBE. The Bde Major yas Mai Hugh Lindsay
(laler Lr Col OBE and CO of the 4th RM LAA Regt) who.conmentg that
..,.ilni nemea-;i ilr; Realmznt^ we1e not al-waqd consittLnt'Lq exptLebstd'
1 HAA Reat RM wai oeienaVlq bnown at Aucll, d"A til0.8 3 HAA Regt, but.4 Rll
tAA Regt- a"nT| RM IlOn. The Anmq.aLwd.q put R4 a$tln ttr.z Reg,t.numben
and whLn I LaauAiL ondeu 6on Leech-?onten I alwaga e.xprle.A$ed trrg names
Ln the Attnttr wa"q. I nememben vltltlng W\Lgtt'+ HQ tomeu)llL,Le. on Ronnet|, 

.

llanth and'watching the Vlt belng engag.ed.at theg.gqme- overl Ln a, tteadg
tiiii^.--rheie we,Le ma-aEe^ oi s-und \nl the. expelndltutLe' o{ .anmuni't'L.on
iiii i"ue bien eno,Lmou^. TvLn" the ttlea,td the 3plt/'iryu and .Temp.ests od

the RAF uted to down the Vlt bq $Lglng alongdlde dnd [LippLn7.,t'hen lve.ll
bu theln wins tlps. I actuittg iait thia lroipen aa 7 waa 

'on Lhz noad

{'nom Heath{LZLd'to Bunwath, anld ve,LU excitlng Lt. waa."

These !{ar Diaries extracts are Kew Public Becords 0ffice reference
ADM 2021277 and were classified SECRET.

SUMMARY OF AcTIoN BY 4TN N.M. L.A,A. REGIMENT IN OPERATION AGAINST
FLYTNG BOMBS

0n 27 June lg44 the Reginent moved from l5 Royal Artillery Practice
Camp, Clacton-on-Sea, and deployed in singte.gun- sit-es under the oper-
atiinaf command of 27 Anti Aircraft Brigade in the lJeald of Kent.

These sites were close to statie Searchlight sites in order to utilise
the communications already existing with the AAOR. Fron a gunnery point
of view a large number of these poritionB tilere tactically unsound, owing
to Search Ligtt" being sited in irolIows, whereas the guns needed higher
ground to obiain the necessary field of fire.

Holrever, during this p,eriod, all guns were in action and several hits
obtained.

0n 2nd July the Regiment redeployed into Troop positione (six gun sites)
under rhe tp.ratioial command of l02 AA Bde, further to the Souch, but
still in the Weald of Kent.

Although this type of layout gave considerable gun density and resulted
in many hits on approaching targets, the number of engageroents yas
fewer Lwing to nany targets being out of range flying through the gaPs
betwe.en the troop sites.

0n l8 July the Regiment redeployed under operational command 43 AA Bde

in the Coastal Gun Belt in ttre area LITTLEST0NE DYMCHURCII, and rem-
ained in this area until coming out of action on 30 August 1944,

Batteries were deployed in Troop sites adjacenE Eo a heavy AA Battery,
to simplify coumunications.

During this period the guns rrere constantly in aetion by day and.night
and rlstful ieriods wete extremeLy fer. The lten, however, were in very
high spirits throughout, and were fu1ly conscious of the inportaoce of
th; ta.t they were-performitg, spart frou the very valuable target
practice which was obtained.

Two flying bonbs were shot down on to gun positions but owing to the
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t;"*n"l,t::r:? ;f,,1;o;ni";:'::"i:i:i:':i:oliufl""':llil,I"'";"I:""lo3ll"-
ment tras destroYed'

Many orhl1,i:"1,:1,:;: I::;,.:;:'*:: illutt"ii""i:ii';si ;!i ;ii#;:
waB BeP arat'ed
sire and e*pror"a harurl"ill; ii-, field';r;-;h" !ogv,-alnosr inract' but

on f ire, f e1r-ir-a wood ,oi'ri', ;r;;-;;"-;;"-;;sitiln' rhe f ire was

I3',itl'*ill:t:;';:::"lI"il"n-::li.::"H'::l;:':"lIi; :l:tl":ii";"ll:"'"u
::":;;";;i;;-;i in" Flving Boub 

r,._rrr^1rn,t the abov

Thefotlowingtable.st^rows.:t"detailedresultsthroughouttheabove
p"ii"i- i, z .lio" - 3o A'ugus t )

Ns ef
Btiegomentsr

tL19 I

X This is not
more. than one

the number
gunsite.

without l-wredllrto
offeat bclng
obe6rlredr

of EBs engagedt as some targetE ltere engageil bY

(A J l,lright)
iieut Colonel RM

i-orr""ai"g 4th Rl'tlAA RegtII SEP 44
B. L. A.

1H,A,A, REGIMENT R'M'

DIVER DEPLOYMEUT 26TU JUNE ' 28TTT AUGUST 1944

ThelstlleavyAntiAir"'1I:Regiment..RMwasinthe-concentratiooarea
orior ro proeeeding ro xonieiliil-ttlthin^i+-r'""'s of coupleting water-

proorine and ;i;;;tv-o'i"r$'";i:;-1;::aIo ii's oR'sundav 25th June a

soecial D.R. arrivea uringii! order, -:n?i- 
ti't"-Reginent '"s to deploy in

rir" T,HBBTD'E TTELLS area 1;;-take paI! i; ;il; uaitle "g"it'"t 
the 'f lving

boubs . The Begineot }9,e0',I,i-iI 6aoo-t,i s_ 26th June .ia deployed 
^ 
in 3

batrery 8 gun lit"e arr "orrii-tuwnnrpcu 

'ilur'ii 
' and was the iirst A'A'

ffii;=;" I"?i"'-""a so into aetion'

MostpteviousexPerience.inthesitingofRadarwas.inapplicablewhen

t :;:' :3;:::.'i i; ;l;;"t1ru 
- li,+li ;l 

; i: ;::ii: "iii; 
; 

"l:' i:l:l l'l ;:l-
ro move its position ro " ;:ri", 

Radar ti;;:-'iio'- iiit period all sit-

ing was enri""ry baeed o" i,Ii"i- p""rot'"i"I ' and tt'".'iypl of Radar with

r:il',:i,:;l:";i:ili:l.ii;ili"l";:i:liiiii i;':'i: :l:":':;; I'l:l;"''r
:llit? i:*1".f,:::;;1ii,:,i::l;:"iti:-i'iil*,;iiii";';"':i,!"i';il:":,;
ll:i:il,;t*"ii:i::,1:: ;::i:":I"il"1"3il";-;o" 

re sPe "'i""-c' 
p' o .' s spoke

tl-.""t other over the incident'

llhileinthisareatheRegimenttlls.vieitedby_LorilEvresMonsellthe
Regional counissioner, *r,i^ili"" ia'i""i-;i; l'r'r' Dunbar-Nasmith KcB'
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VC, RN. rrArr Bty had to vacate its site f or the Mary Churchill nixed
A. T. S. batte

At OIOO hrs l4th July a telephone message wae received from the
Commanderr 5 AA frigide Royal Artillery and the Reginent was ordered to
move ro rhe IIASTINGa atea. By 2000 hrs the Regiment was fuIly deployed
berween EASTINGS and WINCHELSEA, right in the 'rTram Linesrr. Some very
successful shooting was enjoyed in this area, and the Regimental trans-
port assisted in the move of at least 4 static AA Coomaad Regiments.

I,Ihile in this area rrprr Battery aras visited by Mr. Duncan Sandys, the
Chairman of the ?arli.amentary Comniesion for dealing with flying bombe,
and Major General Whittaker, GOC 2nd A.A. Group. A record of leaults
was taken when Mr. Sandys was on the site, and the battery had fired
253 rounds and obtained 5 kills, one in the air. This r€Presented a

total of 507. of bonbs engaged.

The next order to move was again very sudden and the Regiment.moved to
BURNHAM-on-CRSUCH, 2 batteries travelling by night and in action by
dawn. We were also the first A.A. Troops to arrive at BURNIIAM nhere
the East to llest corridor had just opened up. To our intense pleasuret
IIMS I sr, Mathewt with its compi.inent- of RM bf f icers and nen under Lieut
Colonel P.H.O.L. Penfold RM wire our neighbours, and afforded us the
grand luxury of showers.

The shooting here was poor after the first few days, and though we

averaged 3OV. ki11s our score stoPped adding uP aPPreciably. Th" Regi-
menr was very busy hetping to inital 3 mixed IIAA Regiments, with trans-
port again t; the fore, "oa the C.O. sas A.A.D.C. during the inst111-
Ition ieriod. Major General Tremlett visited the Reginent twice during
this period.

0n 28th August, again with lees than 24 houre noticer the RegimenE moved
to the tlarshalling Arear o11 its ltay overseas ooee oot€.

FLYINC BOilB German
pllotlecs alrcraft wlth a
range ol 2(X) mlles carry-
lng a ton ol exploalvc,
Named the Vl bcc.uso lt
waa the flrat of Hltler'c
"revengg weaponl". The
Brltlsh called them
Doodlebugr and Buzz.
bombe. Ae soon as thelr
luel war exhausted thelr
let motorr rtopped rnd
the mlsslle plunged to the
ground. The flrut were
launched agalntt London

lrom Slteg ln thc Pas de
Calalr and Holland ln
J.unc, 1944. The attacka
rtopped when Allled
forces captured the
launchlng sltea ln March,

1941i. BY then 10,500 had
been lalnched; 4,000 had
been rhot down or tlppod
earthward by etrlklng bar'
rage balloonc or crbl63.

Cat.rtA'r = Target arploaled ln alr.
Cat."BF - Iarget brought dora ild.

grouaL

AS THE BOMS NEARS THE END OF ITS PREDETERMINED FLIGHT
..SPOILER" TLAPS SITUATED UNDER THE TAIL PLANES ARE
RELEASED BY ELECTRICALLY.FIRED DETONATORS, GIVIN6 ADDEO
LIFT TO THE TAIL AND THUS CAUSING THE EONB TO ENTER
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