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LA|'|DGUARD FQRT By rony Perrett

The Marines of the Admiralrs Regimenc (as then terured) had been just
2 years and B months in existence when this first pajor test of their
abilities happened, as 6 Companies of them were stationed at this
fort guarding the entrance to Harwich port in the mouth of the Orwell
and stour rivers of, East Angli.a. rn fact, the name Landguard is a
corrpption of the original nane of Langer given to the corDmon on
which it was bui1.t, on the peninsular just south of Felixstolre.
Without the f,ort there wouLd probabLy have been ao Felixstowe, as
for centuries there had been only a few fishing houses on these
crumbling cliffs where earlier the Romans had established a rmidway
stationr between Langer and Bawdsey Pointe (River Deben Eo the north)
and the Bigods later buiLt & casttre which long since washed into the
sea nith so much of this eoastl"ine.

'Langer' is taken from the Anglo-Saxon words 'Lang-ganat, meaningtlong goret (, gore bei.ng a promontory or Lriangular piece of land
with a pointed end) whieh aptly describes iE, and as tLangestunat it
warranted mention in the Doomsday Book. It is Ehought that long ago

Langer Point r.ras an island and claim-
ed as part of Essex, whereas it is
certainLy (now) in Suffo1k; yet in

s more reeent times its postal address
t was given as "Essex, because of its

transmission through the military
porE of Harryi"ch under which Landguard

, formed a part.

..o", B.fore the first fgrI wag buil-t a

XSTOV/E

Mr Camden wrote ...'t,lq,o ahanQ, ia verLu
u)Q.LL da$endad. bA a vd^t. tid,ge caLlzd
LangettCIn, whieLt don a.bout twa mil-ea,
I"Lea alt- a-Long the Le&, not wlt'nout
gtLQ.o.t dangen d"nd t.e"tLtLoJL t.o ma.rLinetL|"
Tia, howeven, o& uae ta $iahettrnen &ondnying a6 the"in glah, d.nd dou 0,6 a

* Cork LtRr-r

)hll Bav

dry
'ffid.nnuL $enee tlte apa.eittu,t hatbaun o6
AnwetL.t ALthough rhe firsr forr was
d,omm.enced in 1626, earthworks in the

"hPpe 
of Bulwarks already existed around 1540-45 which hTere recon-

structed in 1588 due to the Armada 6care, and it was in this first
fort that the Marine Governor, Major Nathaniel DareLl and his men
repelled the Dutch in l66V folLowing their sueeessful attacks pre-
viously on Sheerness and Chatham"

This original fort stood slightly north of its successor, and consis-
ted of four bastions, bearing the names, Kings, Queens, I,rlarwickrs and
I{o11and r s; each of which mounted l5 very 1-arge guns. It was described
in Tayloris History of Harwich as | ...& ttandiomq AquarLe $onti.dication
eonliLtlng od {oun- Battlont, vlz. a,t Ld.cll co,LnQ.rL onu, mounted witrl
divent guit,-thoae towa,ndd Lh.e aea baing the Langett: t.lte enttLance
Lnto Lt- waa ove.tL a, dnaw-bnld.ae, t.t+not a- Aatz', ovArL which wat theln
magazlne, |nontlng t.he sa.tz "wat d. ha.ndao'me Oniclz bultding, L^ wltich
th"e Govettnin, whe-n lne wLa thenz, nedldedz Adjolning to Lhe aoutLt Lnd
od wl,tich waa 0" ne,d,t cha,pel Ln whleh the Chapla-Ln ,Le.ad f1na.Ue.tLA.twlce a.

wi"eb, o,nd prLLech.e,d 0. [Lrlman on tlle Sundaq, |n.Ld"cl'L t1d9 od +lr?
pa.tLd"de Lad.E d" doubLe ,Lau) o{ bnlcfz. banzactzt, e.d,eh conta"Lnlng elgltt,
thote on thz nLgftt hand bd.ing {att the habl*atlon o{.ther 0eputrtr.,
Govennat, Ma.dtei- GunnaL, and'the, Quattzn Gwnno-n, aid itnoae on the Ledt.
&c,t, a" SuLtLng Hau;e, and the,Lett-[on a Lodging[on the gattLl,s,on; lut-
u)een tlnlt Latt. and thz gd"te u)o"A the. Gua.nd Room, 60L tho,se, on dutq-'
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Tlte Out.ch Ln t.he Medwaq, 9-28 June 1667

(A rsutlerr being a person who fol-1owed an army, selling provisions,
liquors etc to the troops.) The chapel mentioned was consecrated by
the Bishop of Norwich on 7 September 1628, and it llas here that the
body of the Earl of Sandwich, lost with the ROY.A,L JAMES at the
Battle of SoLe Bay (nearby) in 1672 rested after Landing at the fort,
bef ore being moved to Westminster .A'bbey f or internment.

The first inhabitants of the fort were not very happy with their new
rhomer whieh was the subject of continuous complaints as to lack of
payr provisions, and poor conditions generally in the fort. The
army garrison of 12 0fficers and 100 men was increased by a company
of Grenadier Guardsr living so1ely on rye bread and the poorest sort
of Suffolk cheese. u16 u)L ltave not.
a vetLA Apesdg_ tteLled botlt oddlcent
d,nd Aoldlettt muEt. quit the dottt. and .l
ca.At oo)LseLvet at Hit l,la,!zatg'a deetto ,Lecelve Aent.e.nce od Li6e o,L dea.tl,t,
the Lart, od wh.Lch witl be (an mone.
we-Lcorne to u8 than to petLLSh one
a.dtetL anotlten bq the wotLtt. o{ deathd,
hungzntt quoted one. This pLea,
obviously ignored, 1ed to a mutiny in
1628, when 6 of the chief offenders
drew lots as to which one should
accept the allotted death penalty;
however the unknown man setected was
sent from constable to constable for
j ailing at Melton, but Nicholas
Bettes in whose charge he lay the
night at Trimley St Mary, took pity
on him and 1et him go...it is not
recorded what happened to Constable
Bettes subsequently !

Between 1705-ll the garrL
took in Invalid Companies
until 1804 when they were

17 tll cQ.ntu,LLJ Landgua")Ld F ont
son ceased to be of regular soldiers and
from out pensioners of Cheleea ltospital
fol"lowed by Militia.

A new larger f ort \ras builL .in 17l6 on an ad j acent site, io red
briek (Queen Anne style) and existed untiL lBTl when it was agai.n
rebuilt and completed in 1875, becoming one of the 23 saluting
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stations in GreaL Britain, from which the union Jack lras flown
dai1y. On Langer Comnon there used to flourish a great variety of
tilq ftowers, and it is said thar when Ehe suffolk Artillery
MiliEia v/ere formed in 1853, the regimental badge was the sea-
thistle found Lhere.

These forts had a distinguished list of Governors from 1628 until
1833 when in times of peace the post was not necessaril-y held by a
soldier; the office of LieuLenant-Governor r/as instituted in 1687
and abolished in 1854. 0f these, one of the most notabte was
Captain Philip Thicknesse (1753-66), whose nickname 'Lieutenanr-Governor Ga11-stonet suited his description as a very nasty piece
of work. He \.Ias imprisoned f or libel against Lord 0rwe11, whom he
presented with a wooden gun as a sign of cowardice, escaped and was
later caught to compLete his sentence; whil-st his acting locum,
Captain Marsh, was court-martialed and found guilty of i tndiscretionr
I?r holdirg.a dance in the chapeL....'*o t.he di,sgna,ce od n-eLigion,
tlr9 conn-uyttlo,n,o{, thz tnoopt, a"nd the gtLeat o(deice 06 ine whZle
nQ.ighbounhood.

The fort produced its own currency prior to the Marines occupation,
when halfpenny and farthing tokens were issued; the former obversebearing LANDGVARD with a lion rampant, and the obverse poyNT F0RTE.
1667 0.B. and a eross pattee. (oB or robolust being the latin forhalf -penny and is very rare on tokens. ) The f arthiig \ras simii-ar,
omi t ting the OB.

Between 1871-75, co1 George Tomline of orwe1l park, as Lord of theManor of Walton-cum-TrimLey, c1-aimed the foreshore and common rights,l"eviing 6 pence per ton on a11 goods crossing the foreshore into thefort (rising to 2s,5d per ton) and al,so cut off the fresh watersupply whieh had been in existence for 250 years. The Minister ofWar, Cardwe1,1, paid the to11, but his successor, G.arthorne-IIardy
refused to, resulting in an article tcivil war in Englandt app"rr-ing in the Ipswich Journal of the 5 Deeember lg74t,

During both I,{or1d wars Landguard was heavily f ortif ied, (as wasDovercourt across on the opposite headl-anc1), and included in WW2two 6 inch naval guns. Llinston Churchill visited the site on hisinspection of coastal defences.

Modernisation of warfare however rendered these oLd fortifieationsobsolete, and the last soldiers 1ef t on Monday 24 June in lg57 asbugl"es sounded the tast t retreat I .

Close to the tercentenary of the Marinesr heroic stand at Landguardr visited the. f?rt and ?xperienced both elation and depressionJfirstly the thril1 of finding a hreatherbeaEen wooden blard in p"rrof the o1d f orr on which was wrirren, ,Thi,s battenu it named ?inell, I
Ba".ttenq,, e6\eL cqnlqirl Nat-ha"niet" oo"ttet-L o 6 calehit-'t, Keni,- dovetLno,L06 Landgul',Ld Font 1667-167 0. A Duteh {rottie attactzed thid' Actttt- bu
Le.a and l-l"nd on^Julg ^Lryd 1b67 o,nd weh.e- ent.i-rLe,x-a dedeated ai it,s r
ga-ttttl{on unden Da"neLL. t (rie was in f acr a iapIain-of Mariies inJuly 1665, and was promoted to Major on l5 February 1668). The over-all scene of desolation covering this vast site of varying defences
of past centuries, much of which was being eroded to ,"k" way.for
the new container shipping port of FelixsEowe when I made a ret,urn
visit in 1876, eyokea LUe-fLeling of depression.

0f interest is a sma11 account in the Portsmouth Evening News of
30 0ctober lB9B, as folLows: tA gentleml.n, a"bout 50 Ae0.i8 ol dgat
o6 'stout' bultd and with hait tunning gLeU, u)d"A alLrLQ.Ated at Lo.nd"guattd.
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\ For,t, HanwicLt thid morLn-
ing, ctt &tlEpinLun od being
a. Rua*ia'r' SpA. lt. wcta

ata|')-d tnat lte had be.zn
haan.d {o {Lv ott,5 ing in Ru,S .t La"n
wi-th, a"notlrzn m&n o"nd Latert
o-nao"ae'C in cottveLAo,tion in
rni tT.t h' with d" L evlth U , a,sh.-
LrtE uthe,te hir guvlpowden xttt"6

h-ey:t in wet toea"tl'Len, '

TE migtrt be assumed that
Captain Dareli received a

severe r,.lound to his right
arm during this battle, for
in a letter written to his
' na rto un ed [niund , J o d eyth
WiLLis-maan Elq. ,' (s"cret-
ary to tord.{rlington)
mentioning the Harwicht)':4

action, he excuses the dglaY
'*,/ ft.tunl" ?Lat" $-A muc-h o"t Llbenti-e a-L 'l couLd- witl'tt,

Chant-za
Sio-dden't
palntiwg o {1

the [lattine,s
in a,ctlo n a.t
Landguand
F a n-t. a l'ra u,ting
the- ma,tcln-
.Lo eh- muAtzet
ua ed.

in wr i t ing "iue to

*ila&e+ 
,-

When as a Major he also wrote, on 28 M*.y 1672 (at tire Battle of rhe
Soleb.y) '1R.o-gen liauglq.a.n {-iea dead an bao"nd- ih.a KAfflER7ilE' he ref erred
to a fe11r:w officer (Captain) of Marines who on being taken below
decks, severely rrrounded, r^ras assumed to be the person horrif yingl-y
eaten al-iva by sonie ravenous hogs X"ef t unattended in the hold.
(Britaints Sea Soldiers PL 1 Page 31).

In Britaint s Sea SoLdiers Co1 Field gi'ves this account of the battle;

We have, however, an accouflt of the reputse of the Dutch attack on
Landguard 3orL, near l{arwich, r,rhietr nas con:manded by Captain Dare11,
of the Admiral t s regiment. This rras in l66V , when Adrniral De Ruyter,
having withdrawR from the Meeiwayr aFpeared off the Suffolk coast.

An attach on liarwich had been looked for for 6ome time, and besides
the SuffoLk trained bands and some detachments of cavalry which were
encanped in the neighbourhood, the Eo!.rn and Landguard f'ort, command-
irg cire enErance to the harbe:ur, haC been garrisoned by six comiranies
commaRded by ColoneL teBEer Sir Chiche$ter: Wrey, Sir Charles Lyttelton,
and Captain Edward Roscarroek, whil-e the f ort r^ras oecupied by Captain
Dare11 and Captain Cartwri-ght wirh t1':ei-r eompanies.

The entranee to the harbour was to be bLocked by ttseven colliers and
a ship of 2A guns, a1-1 disguised as Men-of -War r 'riith Jack, Ensign ?t d
pendant, tt wfrilfr were ,oor*d between Landguard f'ort and IIarwich, t'rsith
iroles cut, ready to be sunk in case of the enemyts aPProach.tt

0n July 2nd the Dutch Fleet appeared off Landguard, and its ships cook
up their positions to bombard it from all sides at once. Some of Ehem

,Lou placed exactly to windward, so that the smoke of their guns swept
al-ong the beach and so covered the landing of their troops from the
sight of the Marines in the fort. Captain Silas Taylor - the Keeper

Ior rne rlng's store at Harwich - saw the whole attack from the Dover-
courf CLiffs, and the next day despatehed the follorring aceount of it
to I^lhitehall: -

"It was judged thar the eight DuLch ships who sent such clouds of
srnoke,rpon ifre Iort ouL of the Rolling Grounds (the Part of Ehe sea
just south of Landguard Point) were mereiy for that PurPose. That

a1
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they landed about I'l-istow (i.e. !'elixstowe) Clif f s ab.ove 2r000 :aen,
I have reason to believe f rom my .erdn guess. The - Suf f olk f orces
came to them in inclosures (viz" close order) about 4 of the c1ock,
or 5. They spared about 400 or 500, relieved from the Main Body
(that stood near the place Ehey Landed, with a strong body of pikes,
which I plainly saw), to assault the forces above the hi11, and with
them 2 or 3 drakes, (sna11 cannon firing shot of about 3 1bs $reight)
with which they maintained the lanes and hedges; so that. the Earl of
Suffolk got his ground of them in a manner but by inches, because his
horse were excluded from the serviee.
ttln the mean, a party of 300 or 400 or more, ran along the beach, io
the smoke Ehat the ships from the Rol-1ing Ground had made up to Land-
guard Fort, with scaling Ladders painted (planted), of abouE 20 feet
long or more, hand granadoes, etc" They came briskly up, with their
cutlasses drawn upon their arms, and their muskets, and cane up close
to the Fort, whose reception to them, when discovered, was as brisk.
This assault, with a continued playing of sma1l shot, lasted about
half an hour, and they rrere repuLsed. They had got under the sand
banks, which our Galliot hoy and the Lennax (a privateer commanded-by Captain Thomas HoLmes) and the TnueL.ove (a sixth-rate l6-gun
frigate, with a erew of 75 men. Commanded by Captain Langley) played
upon from the Lrater, and waited their motion, and they discerried them
at this assauLt about 5 of the clock in the afternoon, dragging off
their dead. About an hour after they tried again, but lrere presently
discouraged, and in great disorder ran awayr leaving some of their
ladders, their hand grenadoes, and a ease of very haadsome pistols,
and as the ships sa$/ them within the fort in the Salt Road, they
bestowed upon them a bulLet weLcome.

'rAbout 9 of the clock all was siLent, and they, drawn to their body
about Silstow CIiff (their boaEs being on ground, which caused them
to stand their ground the longer), and being pressed on by the Earl
of Suffolk had as much to do to keep themselves from disorderr esp-
ecial-1y coul-d the horse but have come at theu at that began (sic)
in the woods above the cLiff, about II of the eLock at night, and
lasted tiLl abouL 2 in the morning; at what time, the water floating
their boats, they got off to their ships, who about 6 this morning,
were all under saiL, and now out of sight, by reason they are shut
from us by Fil-stow Cliff, being in 0useley Bay; but Xet, now and then,
I 'think I hear some of their guns. ot

Writing again the day foLlowing, Captain SiLas Taylor adds:-
ttI have only this to add to Tuesdayrs account: that Captain Dare11,
Governor of the Fort of Landguard, was wounded by a musket shot in
the shoulder, but not dangerously. That towards the evening, there
was sent over a strong party of several hundreds of oen hence to the
other side of the water, under the eommand of Major Legg (of the
Admiral ? i regiment) who were very welcome to the Earl of Suf f oI-k,
but the enemy were drawn off before they eoul-d eome to them.
Several boats Laden with dead men hrere seen by several to put off
f rom the shore. rl

The London GazeLte of JuLy lst-4th that year gives the fo1-lowing
account of the attack on Landguard:-

"At daybreak on the foltowing day (Ju1y 2nd) they weighed, and having
proceeded to the northward for some time, tacked and again stood to
the southr paBsing the Ness towards llarwich at about 7 a.m.

frAbout I orclock their F1eet, consisting of 47 sail with their
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Attenders, stood within half cannon shot of the shore towards
Fil-stow Clif f e, but out of reach of Landguard !'ort, Leaving 5 of
their uumber at the Sledway; and then, manning ouE their boats'
landed about 3rOOO men at the cliff with a gxeat stand of pikes.
Near 2r000 of Lhem marched up and made two assaults upon Landguard
Fort, where they r^rere stouLly entertained, and after three quarters
of an hourts dispute in the first assault, and about a quarter of an
hourrs only in the.second, they were f,orced to retire in such haste,
that rhey l-eft their Ladders all behind them, scarcely being able to
carry off their dead which is judged to be about 150 at the least.
In this day!s service we lost only 3 or 4 men, and as many hurt,
with Captain Dare11, who has received a wound in the shoulder.tt

One of these ladders was in 1900- in the
possession of Mr Darrell-Blount, of Ca1ehi11,
Kent, and bore the following inscription:-
t'Tltla ScaX-Lng Lo"dden ,[anmt
Ma!on 0a,nnell, wl,to, duning
o { tlte tlme o 6 ChatLea 11 .

,[nom La,ndgua,rLd F o nt , dnov e
Adminal Ae Ruqten.tl

po,rLi. o{ a tnaphg od
the Second 0utch Wan

, A.0. 1667, in a Sa"Llq
o 66 thz 0ute\t underL

Though as we have already said, we cannot expeet
to find much information about the speciaL doings
of the regiment in the naveL battTes with the
Dutch t let here and there \re pick up a crumb which
witnesses that they f u1Ly I'pu11ed their pound. "
tr'or instaace, Captain Silas Taylor, writing of the
Battle of Solebay Ln 1672 says z ttThote mo.tlnet o d
whom I toe oit have wtLote to Aou bel'ta"ved t.l'tem-
aelveA atoutlg.tt The regiment lost no less than
four of its captains in this action, besides three
subal terns .

MATCHLOCK MUSKET

'It i,s', Lntenetting to not.o that t.he Llattine |d$Lcenta name L,s ApeLt
va.tliouslu aL ?ARELL, DARRELL, and eve.n 0lRRELL; but 'I beLieve tLLe
corLtlect one id the $ottmen, aince tltat La the one appQ.a,Ling on tlle
l-ett.en,s a,nd on tlte Landgua.nd ytLaque,. lEdltonl

oOo

ERRATUM - In the previous issue (VoI XI Number I ) on page 7 in line
Z tT6?ie delete 1930 and insert 1830.

FROI,T ''THE DERBY MERCURY'' FRIDAY AUGUST 29lFRIDAY SEPT 5 I746

I,Ie hear that his Majesty was pleased last week to appoint a

General Court !Iartial at the Horse Guards to try Brigadier-
General John f,effreys, Col-one1 of a Regiment of llarines f or
procuring fal-se Musters, and making a false return of the
strength of his Regiment to the Right Hon Henry Fox Esq.
secretary at l,lar; when he was adjudgrd guilty of the facts
al1egt d against him, and is thereby Cashired from his F{ajestyr s

"ur'rri"u, incl Sir Andrew Agnew is appointed Colonel of the said
Re giment .
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A TI,IO YIAR CRUISE IN TI.IE IqilJITIRRANEAN

(12 JUNE 1848 13 SEPTIMBER 1850)

By Private John llopkins 26rh Company
(Portsmouth

PART 2 (l 84e)

Royal- Marine s
Division)

There is yet another thing r wouLd just mention before leavingMalta, that is her fortifications. They are immense, particuiarlyat the entrance to the harbour; guns are pointing at'yiu in alldirections. They have aleo se\ren yearst provisiins slowed awayunderground for the whole istand.

We sailed out of Malta llarbour on a beautiful July morning, and made
for-the Archipeligo, and in a few days we went into corfu, tire
capital of the ronian rslands. IrIe 1et go our anchors absut lo
orelock on the Saturday night, and befoie 4 orcloek the next morning
the signal tras made for sea, to proceed with all speed to Cephalonia,
another of the Ionian Islands, it was saial to queneh a riot amongstthe natives. So each marine was served out wiitr 30 rounds of Uaft
cartridge end vre lrere ordered to pad our big coats and put inside
a clean shirt, a towe1, a pair of clean stockings, our haversacks tocarry provieions in, and our water bottles were-a11 got ready,
expecting landing and having to encamp.

There lrere three Steanera, each with a 3-decker in tow, but when wearrived all was quiet so we waited ti1l rhe remainder of the Fleetjoined us, then the Admiral made a signal to land al.1 the marines
.ld field piece parties. So we all Landed and trre marched through
the town and went t,hrough a field dby and fired 20 rounds of blank
cartridge away, then we narched down to the Landing place where ourboats were all waiting to take uB on board. The ne*l day we weighed
anchor and soon Lost sight of Cephal.onia, which eeemed a very nootrnt-
ainous p1ace. In a few day.s we found ourgelves in the harbour of
Corfu again, where lre remained for a short time.

The buildings in Corfu appear to be the same es in Malta, but we were
never allowed Lo go on shore on leave. We !f,ere landed onee to dril1
whiLe Ye 1ay here, and a messmate of mine died and we got l-eave tobury him ashore r so I landed twice but I never had a c[ance to see
much of the tolrn, and on the last day of September we set sail again
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with the intention, it was said, of going to Athens. 0n the first
night we lsere overtaken by & storm. The IIOWE (our ship ) loet her
fore yard-arm and we had to reptace it with a new oner so we lost
sight of the Fleet and did not come up with theu till next day when
they lrere anchored in the harbour of Zaate. I,Ie had a very f ine
view of Zantei Lt seemed to us a high and sunny irsle, the town
stretching along the sea shore, overhung on ever/ side by lofty
cliffs. the next day we made sail and were soon out of sight of
Zante, and the breeze being favourabler we made the land of Greece
before night came on.

Early the next norning, sailing in line of battle orderr wo passed
cloee to the Bay of Naverina where was fought the celebrated sea-
fight betrreen the English and Turks, in which the fleet of the latter
wai utterly destroyed and the freedon of Greece establiahed.

Sailing under a favourable breeze, we quickly lreathered the southern
point of Greece and passed between the island of Serico, formerly
the famous Island of Venus. The wind proving contrary, after Eooe
tacking about rre at last entered the Bay of Sabainis. It lras evening
and the sug setting on the land of Corinth and of Athens; the masses
of mountains looked like clouds heaped one on top of the. other and
glistening in the sun. We did not stop long herer oB eccoun't of
certain niwe of a warLike nature which was received frou Turkey, but
sailed again and continued our courBe for the Dardanelles, naking
our Bray againat contrary vinds as best we could. We at last entered
the Doro Passage which is formed by a large ialand, in ancient times
called Euben, and the nainlaad of Albania. We lrere at last forced Eo

be towed through its northern point by the Dragon Steamer, weatheTiog
several islanda against a contiary breeze, and tte dropped anchor in
Beseika Bay.

Beseika Bay ie a wide and opea roadstead formed by the nainland of
Aeiatic Turkey and the islaadE of the Archipeligo. Close by are the
Plains of Iroyr So famous in ancient timee, and'while ne lay here
the Admiral made a signal to land all the marines" We Landed and had
a field day on the plains of Troy. At a distance we could see the low
sloping hil1s of Asia and where lras suppoaed to be Mount Ida.

The guarreL between Russia and Turkey growing more ![a?Er we we'ighed
'anchor and uade sail up the Passage of the Dardanelles, about 40
miles, when we anchored between tlro Turkish forte. Our ship was the
last to arrive therer on aecount of the PRINCE REGENT 92 guns, running
straight into uB before we could get under weigh.

The breadth of the Dardanelles seemed no more than 2 ot 3 nil"q, a
very strong current always running into the Mediterranean. The banks
on both sides did not rise so high, the hitls rising gradually and
sloping, the sare as they axe in the fertile parts of Great Britain.
Stopping there for some tine, we rtrere at last forced to weigh anchor,
the strain on our cables being so great on account of the current
running so strong, and we again came back into Beseika Bay.

While lying here this time, a Court llartial nras held on board our ship,
she being second-in-command. The prisoner lras e Second Master belong-
ing to one of the steamers. and the erime lfas Insolence and disobed-
ience of orders. Against this the prisoner pleaded the tyranny of the
captain and great provocations he had received, the captain telling
him he r^ras no more use than a second-elass boy, and using other
abusive language towards him. There were twelve post Captains sitting
on the Court Martial, taking their places according to their seniority.
It was an Open Court held in our captainr s cabin, the offieers being

41



on one side and the shipts conpany on Ehe otherat the bottom of the table, a drawn sword beingMaster at Arros. The trial lasted three days.the witnesses had been examined, the court was
-s?on after, when the prisoner was found GuiLtyhim, and sentenced to be dismissed the Serviclbe inprisoned for six months.

. The prisoner sat
held over him by the

Direct,ly after a1L
cleared, and re-opened
of the charges against
and sent to England to

The weather began to be very cord, colder by far than it is in
Ilelapd_at this rime of year, rhis being rh; beginning of December,The coldness here depends a great deal oo the wlnd; when it blowsnorth or north-east it brings with it the climare of Russia, whileEhe south wind brings rhe mild rempera.rure of Africa. r.viig i;---Beseika Bay tiL1 about the middLe of December, the signai ri" againmade to prepare for sea, and hre very 6oon lost sight of the plains ofTroy and made our way down the Medieerranean, the-wind being light andagainst us. trr7hen we came Eo the Passage between Mytelene .ia Ef,;mainland, each steamer took trro line oI battle shiis in tow. rhew-eather j ust then r^Ias beautif u1 and the qrater quite smooth, so thatthe Mediterranean looked more like an inland fate than a Large ""..Being towed up by the steamers, we were again anchored in Mofk.rrumBay before nightfall. This is a circular bay full of sma11 isLandswhich proteet its mouth from the sea. These, together with MyteLeneat a distance in the form of a breakwater, ,ate It a seeure rlstingplace for a fLeet.

It was not so coLd here as in Beseika Bay, the wind bLowing generallyfrom the south-west,. We Christmassed in- itris Bay, but the Christmasdinner here was not Like the one we had ia Naples. We got a littLeextra fresh meat brought from ashore, but nothing very f"rticular.We had to carry out our reguLar round of duty th; sanl is other days.

Lying here at anchor til.L the beginning of Jauuaryr w€ again setsail with the inrention, it was said, or going to-.l,thensl During ourstay at Moskenesa the weather became very rainyr scarcely aa houipassed without the rain pouring down in torreris, while the mountainsat a distance were white with snor,r" For a shori tine before we leftMoskenesa we began to be visited by the iahabitants of the towa ashort distance from where Ire were anchored, chiefly Greeks, with a
'turban gentleman" now and-again. The Turk we .orrid distinguishfrom bhe Greek by his wearing a turban.
The day we sailed, and the day before, a great mary came on board;they were scattered here and there in-groips, talking as fast as their
!ree| tongues would aIlow them. They ,"r"- a1t dressid after thefashion of the countryr except a few who had on the European costuee.The Turks seemed. as though they did not like vieiting r s.rpgose thEydid not like to be so neir the Christian Dogs. We nla a gooi'maay onboard when the order was given ttAl1 hands t; their statioiett to r-.i""the anchor and make sail. The whole shipts companyr with one-;";h,,-"d? their way on deck to their stations and elsewLere, upsetting '
their visitore very uncereooniously, who looked on atttigirtened inaastonished at the rush of a thous.na men up a few hatchwlys. Theydid not we1l. know what to make of it, till the Master at Arms cameround ordering lhen over lhe ship I s side, where .qhey \ilere quicklyhurried, to te11 rhei.r friends aird 

""q""i"i;;;;s rt; r*onders of aBritish Man of I,Iar.

Next,morning, about 8 ofclock, rre got the ships unuoored and got
9T Ehe ltay under saiL. We saiLed out of the irarbour, the .t"I*"=,like faithful attendants plying here and there around the line ofbattle ships. Not liking the wina, rhe signal wes rra" ro tow,
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which they did, bringing us out of the passage between t'Iytelene and
the other islaads of the Archipeligo which blocked up our sea room
and prevented the wind froo, getting at us except in puffs, The
weather lras mild, the sea almost unruffled while the island of
MyteLene, rising in hi1ls on our right, with towos and eastles
glistening aLong the sea ehore, and the corresponding Eountains and
bays and creekg on the left, forming a scene like some faLry land.
Having got i.nto the open sea, the steamers cast us off, the whole of
the fleet making their way under saiL, and the aext uorning we ca&e
within sight of the Doro Passager through the greater part of which
(during the night) we were towed by the steaners allotted to each
ship. The next day we were coasting along the eastern eoast of
Athens, and we gradually neared the Bay of Salamis t,owerds evening,
and here lre again 1et go our anchors.

?his bay is formed by the Istand of Salamis stretehing along the
mouth of the bay, there being only a very narrow pessege on either
side. I'Ihile we lay here a dispute arose between the two Governuents,
that of Greeee and our English government, about the King of the
forrner not paying Boue Eoney they owed to England. So rre put a
blockade on Athens, allowing nothing to go in or come out, and all
the steamers of the fleet were sent on expeditions every day, taking
whatever Greek veseels they eould Eeet with, whether they.belonged to
the government or to the merchants. Some of our steamerg would come
in sooetiuaes rith as aany as 5 or 7 in tolr altogether. The weather
here lras very changeable, one day as warm as in July in England, and
the next snowing and blowing and piercing coLd. The country around
Looked barren and full of hille and rocks. The city of Athens is
about 5 or 5 niles inland f rom Salamis. I^Ie could clearly aee l"tare
HiL1, where it is said St Paul preached to the Atheniaas.

During our stay at this place a very oelancholy accident occurred.
A boat with all her crew, coasisting of 17 men, 15 Beamen, a
Lieutenant and a uidshipman Erom II.M. ship GANGES wis going on
shore for water. They were overtatcen by 6ne of those Etorfie that so
frequentLy oeeur in this part of the world, the wind driving before
it snon aad ice. The boat wes upset, only six out of the whole crew
surviving, Five seamen and the Lieutenant slraa ehore on to a small
rock, and lrere there f rozen to death. The eix who survived \f,ere
found heaped up Logether on another island, with oaly e Little life
reqaining, quite insensibLe. It is yet uncertain whether they will
recover or not, for they were terribly frost-bitten. The bodies of
the remaiader were never found while lre were there, but the bodies of
those found or the rock were all taken and buried in one grave.

At this time another Court Martial lrae held on board our ship. The
prosecutor was a Second Master and the prisoner a Lieutenant. The
accuser stated that the prisoner nearly strangled him and otherwise
insulted hin in a groBe and violent manner. Thig Court Martial rrag
held siuilar to the other, and it onLy lasted one day. The prisoner
trras found guiLty of the crimes laid to his charge, and he hras sent-
enced to be sent fron his ship and to be placed at the bottom of the
list of lieutenants. It rras said that the prisonertB father was a
General, and he stated in his defence that he himself, in an attack
on his ship, repelled seven tines the number of his own men on tlro
occassions. IIe Eeeued to be quite a young Ean.

0n the 26th Apri1, all. the Greek vessels that we had held prisoner
Bost of the wintei were set free, the boate belonging to the FLeet
towing most of them out of the harbour. We hrere all very much
rejoiced to see them going out, and no doubt they were equally
pleased. All on board our ship are talking of ttEome sweet Eomerr,
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even the band ie playils armoet every night..that rre ere HomewardBound. rn rh: beginning of May we. wligtria Anchor, the whole ofthe Fleet, and $re Eoon'lost' Bight'of 'sI1anis, end'on the aecondday we were anchored again in dorfu. This tine i ioot Eore noticeof the.place than r had beforer 88 r erpected thie would be thelaet tine r might ever have thi chance i,t a."i"g-it.
It is I large wide herbourr surrounded on all aides by the mountaineof Corfu. The town eeemed large and well bui1t, 

"oa very etrongly
.fol.ified; it is the- capital oI the ronian iri"iarl- rhey once 

e-r
belonged to Greece, but now they ere in the hande of Eng1and. Whilelre 1"y here l}it tine, rhe Adniiel made a eignar-to land all rheuarines and field piece partiea, rnd lre tandld one day about theniddle of the forenoon, a beautirtrr rur."rtr-i"y.- lt-tn" requeBt ofthe Governor we lrere narehed on to the Grand rsifanade and nentthrough the usual evolutione of a field day, "ni r;;"tatorE of everyrank !t€re there in thousands. The next day'we "g"'ir, set eail anduade the best of our lrey down to Malta, where we arrived about theniddle of the aonth. I{e had had no leeve from leavi"g-M"1ii-to----couing back again, but the beet nelrg we heard on arriiin!-ii lt"rt"wag that our ordere had coue 9ut f or England, ourut ip "ia the
VENGEANCE, so each ehip geve 4g houre lIa*rer:r+__hq1f -tn" ,tipr,conPany at e time.

when ell had had leaver w€ s9t to and prepared our ehip for hervoyage horoe. I{e 89t in provigions and- waler, and lrent through Boneslight_ repaire, and on tle rer June rhe boat;*;i; pip"a All HandsuP Anchore f or. England. This rraa yery heartily r"-rf lnded ro, and ina very short tiue we were under weigt! both us and it" VENGEANCE,sailing out of the harbour very et"idily.
rt aPPeared aB if all the inhabitante of the ialand lrere watching usout, euch Ehouting and waving of handkerchiefe es fat e8 they "oIta8ee us. But Malta soon began to fade awey in the dietsnce, ind wenade f or the c-oaBt _of . Spain, keeping togeLtrer, and on the l Tth Junewe caue in sight of cibialtir 

"ri r wisfrea eri;h;;;y down that wenight cel1 in this tine, and so we did.
There t!" great Rock liee before us like-a huge 1ion, the torrn lyingat the foot of it. 0n the African aide is raigi"is ina cente. Thenext-day the vENcEANcE left usi it wes eaid thEre *"i" orderg todetain us and we began to be airaid we ahould heve t; return to Malta.rn a f ew daya tiroe tlr"y began. to give uE Leave r 80 i; due course Dyturn catre to go on shore in Gibraltar. We lrere towed from our ehiiin one of our boats, and we were to eone on board again the Eame iight.rn the town, r noticed uost of the ladieE *or" it"-Ep""ish nantilla orlace veil hanging fron the corab et the back of the head, and lookingvery graeeful indeed. some had rheir foreheads bound aighriy-;;;;'with white c1oth, giving.thero e corpse-like-"pp";;;;;", and ee ro themen, there were t!e spanish Muelteeie, their ilirr"s-;overea with littIebe11s, and they themsllves with the 

""a-eaEh round the waiat lookingvery characterietic. Then there rrere the Moors, ,"g"ifi;;;t1t-;;;aeed,some of them. One r noticed _with ye1Iow elippeir-ritr, 
"o ti""i., 

-*irit" -

stockings, crimson trou6erB down r; rhe kneer'a'be""iirri ;i;h-iLii"aeaeh round hie waiat and a neny-coloured turban round hie h;;J:-q"it"a picture.

There lrere some eoldiere therel and r knew there were gome fromBradf ord that I. waE ,pe-rs9na11y acquainted with, u"iongi"i to- irr" 5dthRegirnent. so when nii had lool,ed around a few hourr 
"ira hed Bome re-f re shrnent , we raade f or the Berracke . I sew trro or three that I hadknown froo childhood, and one of theu went out with ue. I.Je had beea
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told that if lre did not, get out of the town before sunset we could
not get out at all, for all the bridges are drawn up and all the
gates made 'f ast. I lras in company with two or three Bradf ordians,
and the tine passed away until the sunset guns f ired, and we T^rere a
long way from our ship. We knew there would be no chance of getting
on board that night, and the soldiers told us it would be very
difficult to get lodgings, because the oarines and sailors are
generally very rough feL1o!ils, and very few respectable people would
provide them with lodgings. They said they, would try and get us
inside the Barracks with thenr so we went with theu to their
quarters. We passed the sentinel at the gate unnoticed, but aE soon
as lre got inside rfe were ordered out again, and we went back into the
town, but nobody would let us in. So we sat down in the street, and
very soon a policeman caoe and said we must go with him and we were
glad of that, for we ehouLd be under cover and that was as much as we
wanted. IIe took us to the Main Guard and gave us in Charge, and we
were kept in the guard room as prisoners tilI morning and then we were
liberated and returned to our ship.

We remained in Gibraltar for
delight rre started again for
fore part of July.

14 days, then to our great joy and
dear old England, where we arrived in the

We caue up the English ChanneL round the Isle of I'Iight to Spit llead,
and stood out f or PortBmouth llarbour, then we lrent on to Sheerness
where lre commenced stripping the ship, and on the lSth July we left
her. The marines trrere all despatched to their respective Divisions3
lre rrere taken in an old tug boat up to Woolwich and the Woolwich and
eh6ghs6 men left ug there. - Then uE frou Portsmouth and Plyrnouth were
marched to the railway station and taken to Portsmouth.

Glad enough was I to tread the soil of ny dear old country again.
We remained in Barracks a week before rre got our money, then I got a
furlough made out for six weeks and started my journey home to Leed's.
I stopped in Leeds but a short time, and made ny way home, where I
knew I had been looked for for many a day, for I had father and
mother, brothers and sisters, relations and friends ready to reeeive
me. So on the same night (Saturday) instead of the gilded domes I
saw the talL chinneys of Dear 0l.d Bradford, and if ever there could
be a moment in my life in which I could be reconciled to the black
clouds of smoke they poured out for the sake of those who dwe1l around
them, it lras then. I have roamed then among the ora[ge groves of that
fair though rocky island in the East, I have sailed over the blue
beautiful rratere of that Italian sea, mirroring in its divine depths
beautiee eueh as the poetrs song can never describe and the brush of
the painter can never sektch; I have stood entranced with admiration
and wonder before those vine-clad hi11s, I have swept my eye over the
scene of which the Italian should see and then die, I have trodden the
streets of the city paved with the lava from the burning mountain by

(lr -: lt\t 1\ I_,
i') --:

Potttamctuth Railwag Sratiin &

Doehqa.nd Gate (c 1850ll
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l9t side, I have walked through some of the churches over the marblefloors. Bur it is to come taEt< to our own s"":gi;i-and may be miet_veiled rsland Home to bless God that r was born-wiitrii her-shores,to feel that there is no other land like it in the world. one canaotheLp but exctaim I'England with at1 Ehy faulrs I love thee sti11n.
CIARENCE BARRACKS

Th.e bo.nna,c[zd, in wlnleh the
? a nt*ma uttt 0ividio n wene
quarlte,Led be(one thein temovaL
tq Goaytont Ln 1848, oecupled
the gneaten porLtlon o6 t.he
dite od what Ln oLden tlme wad
bnown a* Founhoute Gneen. The
Eannaclz.t we,Le demol"Lahed in the
elg.htlea o d the l-aat, centunq,
and a dlne ,Lange of neu) build-
Lrygo eteeted on t.he aite 6ottthe RoqaL AntLLteng. The-
Bannacba u)erLe entened unden an
anch oppoAit.e the, Eaat end od
Bannach. Stneet.

r.remained at home until my furlough was expired, then r returnedto my headquarters at Portsmouth with my mina fuity uade up to leavethe Service, aE r thought I could fiad; better n""t"t for my labour.r had had a trip ro sea, son?thing r had longed for from my infancy.so r put in a claim for ny dischaige rhe day after r got iirtoBarraeks, and in 1 f ortnight t s tine f.zO lras called f oi aad my dis-charge caoe dowa from London. I arrived safely home again oir thel3th day of september t850, having served 2 yeZrs, niae monrhs andthree days; out of that time r wai two years, one month, anJ i;";;tdays afLoat.

PLAN oF oLD "miF*ffi'Thc lenglh of St. Thomas't Slrcel is a quarter ol a milc.

REFERENCE.
I Church of St, Thomas a Backot.
2 Gamison Chuach, old Domus D6i.
3 Old Morla. oo Governor's Green,
4 " Royal Goorge " Gun.
5 Old Fortifications r€maining,
6 OId Fortifications romaini^g.
7 The Round Tower,
B Ths Sally Port.
9 Old Semaphore Towsr.

1O " Slar & Gart6r', Hotol.
t 1 Old " Fount.in " Hotet (Mw Sotdiere

lnstitute).
12 Old " Blue Posl! " lnn.
13 The " Grorgo " Holol,
l4 Ths Mus6um.
'15 Admiral Anson's Hruso.
15 Hous6 whore Gaqge M6nedith was born.
l7 House wher€ iho Duke of Eucking6am

was assassinried.

:iriiiil1;,1;

18 Admiral Lord Howe's Houii.
1 9 John Pound's Housa,
2O John Pound's Burial Place & Monudent
2 1 Chapel where John Wesloy p.eached.
22 Old " Glob€ " Hotet-famoujcechingho
23 Siie of " Crown " Hol6t.
24 Siie of " Red Lion " Holol,
25 Landport Gate.
25 Th€ Quay Gate.
27 Kiog James'Gate,
28 King william's Ga16,
29 Admiral Palisser'i Hou!e,
30 Kings Mill.
31 Mill Pond.
32 Mill Dam.
33 Whe16 th6 Gibbei stood.
34 St. George.'s ChurcA,
35 Siie of " Th.o6 Tuns " Hotsl

-Lire 

ot Fortificetions.
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HRI"I TIIE DIIKE OF 
"{IIIDSORThe controversial life of the Duke of trrlindsor ended with his death

in 1972 (aged 78), but only now perhaps, vith the death of his wife
this year, will the sad saga end. For 327 days he reigned, uncrown-
ed, as King Edwarcl VIII before abdicating on l0 December 1936 in
favour of his brother King George VI r+ho was cro\^rned in Westminster
Abbey on 12 Hay 1937"..the very day that he shouLd have ascended the
throne.

Ilere are two photographs
taken of Prinee Edward Albert
Christian George Andrew
Patrick David rvhen, as Prince
of Wa1es, he toured onboard
HMS RENowN (1919-20) in
happier days, a decade before
meeting Mrs tr'IalLis Simpson,
his future bride.

HMS RENOWN sailed from
Portsmouth on 5 August l9l9'
visiting Newfoundland; and
Canada where the Prince Eoured
every province, spending a
fortnight in the USA (nainly
New York and WashingEon),
returning to Portsmouth on
I December that year. His
second tourr €Xtended over a
period of seven months, start-
ed again from Portsmouth on l6
March l92A and covered the
West Indies', Panamae Hawaii,
Netr Zealal4rd and Australia
before arriving back home on
I I October. Here he poses
with his Royal Marine Order-
Lies.
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i,IHEl{ TI-iE i,lARiiiES i4ANl,lED Tl.jE GUiiS

PART 2 THE RAILI.IAY GUNS

By David G Collyer

As soon as Winston ChurchilL had insti.tuted the installation of the
,t*o 14 irr long range guns at, st Margaretts at cliffe in June 1940,he turlred his attention to seeing what other Long range artilLerywl.s arrailable to back up Ehe bombardment of the French coasE.

vickers-Armstrongs had built the mountings for the l4vr ririlway grrns in 1918, three of which is"err"shifterr
and tGladiatorr had been brought back to the uK afterFrance. Tiso \sere discovered by co1 Montague cleeve atNott.s in November 1939, as he recal_ls:-

in Mk III and
, tPieceuakert
service in
ChiLwe11,

"l nctt.iced 
^on1q- .vL+U ,LLLALA ,tLt.iLuJ&A Line.t a.nd I o-,tked whene theu Led.

So 
^o16 we went.to Loah, dnd d"[t.on- cluite a Long we[,k we {ctund airn--

s-e.LveA apptLonctning dn e.nonmoui tna"i,spottt ahecl- int.o whieh ittiee .tnactz,s
Lzd. , .r .th"a!-t- neve-tL {onget .tl.te..right'. A alzgtight nan otLong t.l,tecentnz u6 t!'"e noo{ ,[nom- whiel,t hung 6uch a t"hicfine,sl ol artilde.nti u)eb.s
tncLt',\)q-.seQ-med,to..be pQ.erLing.ihnottgh a iag, t.hnough the'6ag, lnoute,ven,I ,spotted' .trr2^bu$de+A...,1* Thta ralme ,shed-w,t^s SceV'edhidtLn- and pleee-
nah-Q.r,, b.ut aLL itne 14 in banne.t,s uthieh,fiotLe. oyr t,hzm ctniglna"&t-g had
gotxQ. and wene neve.rl $ound. Thehe wLLs ql_to Some q.?. in" tift xIiIntaunting| u)itlx ba,nneLr, al-6o a numben od tz in i,itz rlr o"nd vra. rna.Li., r t.[inh, aeventeen" And a {aut ct.tnd-na wefte daund e.tdewh.ene.,l

l'A$tet, thz Bat,tLa-, lLagazing, No SSI

Al though the pieces h.ad been renoved, it rdas cr:nsidered that the
mor-intirgs could be adapted to earry 13.5 in pieces with an elevationof 39o, but Ehe range with rheir r4000 Lbs shells was only 36,000yards. Two aLEe-rnatives $ere possible r s.upereharging as f or the l4 instati-e guns r}trinnie I and ?Peroht , or the dev.elopnent of a lighter sheLLto inr:::ease rarrge Eo 40r 000 yards lrit?r 400 Lros of, eordite 

"

Lydden Sidingl lVn DovorL]

48



A further probl.em was transportation of the eompLete gunsr 8s in
l^ilrl I the pieee had traveLled separaLe from the mounting, brt, the
Southern B.aiLway and LNER agreed that the whole assembiy could
traveL over bridges eil route to the firing spurs tdead s1owr. The
f i:r:st sites f or the 13.5 in guns were at iydden, and Gr:ston tunnelson the Dover to Deal 1ine, the o1d colliery sidings at Stone Ha1L,
Lyc'l den were to be used as a t Gun Park t f or maintenance and repair,
and extra sidings were laid to accommodate them. The guns too,rld beiridden in the tunnels, together with their ammunition *.gorr", with asiding for storage of ammuniiion wagons, whiLe the o1d pEarson rail-
way from Martin MiLl Station which had been removed in lg37 after anabortive scheme to convert it into an electrie tramway, \.ras restored
and extended towards St Margaretrs at CLiffe.
As with I tr'Iinnie t and t pooh t , the RoyaL I'Iarine siege Regiment wasalLocated the 13.5 in guns, much to rhe chagrin oi the RoyaL Artillery,and detaehments of Royal Marines were sent to Ehe Schoor Lr HeavyArtillery (R) at catterick on 5th a.ugust lg4a f or rraining " rrre" rhreeguns were to be employed in the same rr:Le as ttre static gir,r, but withthe added advantage of being abl.e to reti.re into their tunnels, ex*change pieces aE the Gun Park and to move independentiy to any posirionrequired. It was also eonsidered they could be used "" 

tbaiti loattraet enemy aircrafEu t,hus aLtrowing the RAF opportuniEy to engagethem over Lhe_ coastal sLrip to the f ighters aavantage. i gi tr"E.p'ortlg RM "9iege Regiment, based at portal House, st Malgaretrs wasalloeated the 13.5 in guns, with a RoyaL Engineer deiachmenr based atMarLin llilL staEion to nan the f our dieseL iocos used to rno*v'€ the guns.
on 8th August the first 13.5 in gun fsceneshifterr left the Elswick0rdnance l'Iorks, and rejoined the eolcurs on 20th september, themounti,ug having been Last used during the bombard,ruent, of Amiens inAugusE I918, rhe rwo orher guns bein[ held in reserve. -A; 

a;---Inlargaretrs at cliffe, a stabLe sidin! had been built near TownsendFarm with stores for amnunition aLonIside the traek, as had beenbuilt at, the cutting near the Swingale Inn on the Dover-Dea1 road.Single line working on Ehe tracks between Lydden Gun park and walmersPur was started, drivers of ordinary trains being given ttokenst
whieh thev handed over after passing the single tI"Ir. line to preventErains in both directions enrLring it'r. same iection from apposj-t,:d:}-recEj.()ns.

By September 1940 work had been. compLeted on two firing spurs on topof tha clif f s; and laeer ar!.r)ther was laid down near rh; swingate RDF(tsadar) station, Laid to a cur\re to enabLe the guns to cover an arcrif fi.re as they coul-d not traverse on Eheir nouritings like the smallerr:ai1-way 8uns. They were also f itted with westinghoise brakes at thefir::1 'ng spurs to 1or:k ruheels cn the mountings ro pr"r.rrt thenr runningttro far back rlot*rn the tra.elx fron the+ recoii. Th; Air 14inistry queriedtl* si-tlng rrf the spurs Bo near to the P.DF stati.on as they rearea theshoek of tiring the guns worrld upset their,J.el-icate instr,r*ents, butas srritable sites f or f iri.ng spurs rver:e limi Eed, the Air I{inistry hadto accept the si tuation. Later i n the war, use crf the f iring rprr.,!r'as restricted'*.'hen sliet:ia1 oprrrations wer:e Eo be ca.rried orri b; theRAF using the r:a<1ar: at Swingate Eo gulde bonbing operati6ns on thev-1 launching sites in the Pas der cilais, and tte ispooft operati.onsconnected r,rith the D-Day ianrli-ngs.
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'Scenetltldten' dinu a nounci

?hree weeks after its arrival,
r Seeneshifter I carried out a
practice shoot to reseat the
reworked mechanism, under the
command of Capt N D Charrington
RM, Commander of rBf Battery of
the RM Siege R.egt: No 4 Troop
of rBr Battery manned tscene-
shifter r , and when t piecemaker t

j oi.ned the regimenr on 27 th
November, it T^ras manned by No 3
Troop. tpiecemakerr had
arrived at Lydden, where the
Battery IIQ was situated inOctober for working-up prior to entering service, but when it under-took a practice shoot from the firing spur on 10th December the enemyguns opened up and one shel1 landed within troro yards of the gun. Anaxle and one of the bogies was badl-y damaged, as well as a length oftraek, and the damaged part-s were rushed to the Southern Railway Works

at Ashf ord f or emergency repal-rs.

As well as their prime task of eounter-bombardment work, the 13.5 in
guns would have played an important role in the event of an dnemy
invasion. The guns would have remained in the Dover area as fong as
Possible, before pulling back inland to undertake alternative taIt.u iathe Super Heavy Regimentrs fire p1an. An aireraft from No I Coast,Artill"ery Co-0peration Unit, RAF would have acted as a spotter for theguns which \rere to boobard the major road junctions betwlen Ramsgate
and FolkeBtone, Dover Harbour, Betteshanger Colliery near Dea1, ih"
loyrl- Marines Barracks at WaLmer and Sandown Castle, as well a6 theinvasion beaches. practice moves were r:ndertaken to sites at
Bekesbourne, Lydden and Ashford with the fuL1 gun train which consist-ed of Buf,r ammunition and eordi"te wagons, fitters van, ga11ey wagon,dining coaeh and break van, while ammunition durnps rrrere-estatlishedat Lydden tunnel, Ashford 0rdnance sidings, Cantirbury South station
and Hothfield curting.

0n 9th January, Lt CoL II D Fellows MC, Commander of the RM Siege Regtsuggested that the T3.5 in guns would be of assistance to No l, Corpsin their role of defending the coast between Ramsgate and Dungeness.
By 27 th Eebruary l94l No 3 Troop wi th t Piecemakeri rirere at Ashf ordordnance sidings, attached to No 3 super Heavy Regt RA, and rscene-
shifterr r{as at Canterbury South station attaahed to N;2 Regt, whichal-so included the larger l8 in Howi tzer I Boche Bust,erI based-aIBishopsbourne. 0n 8th May the third 13.5 in gun tGl.adiatorr arrivedat Lydden, and twg days later the other two gons joined fwinnier,andrPoohr in bombarding invasion craft in CalaiI' u.r6o,rr. A Boulton paul
Defiant aircraft was used as a spotter, protected by fighters becauseof the numbers of enemy aircraft in the pas de Calai" ai"a, but the
Radio Telephony used for communications in the aircraft r4ras faulty,so the Def iant I.7as reca11ed. The back-up aircraf t, a BristoL nlenheim,
was shot down before communieations had teen estabiisnea. The newlight nreight she11s arrived in April and tPiecemaker t and t sceneshifter !
\^7ere moved back to Lydden, but although they were calibrated with the
new sheLls, these were kept in reserve until a srritable situation aroseto justify their being used.
f Gladiatort r^ras msnned by No 5 Troop RM Siege Regt, and attached to5tl Super Battery which had their guns based on [t e Easr Kent LightRailway line at ShepherdsweLl as part of No 2 Super Heavy Regt fiom
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2 ls E lla;; l94l together wi th t sceneshif ter r . In July Brig w Swinerton
liC took over as Corps Cqrmnrander Coast ArtiLlery r and. there wag a
fur:he:: relocaEion of the three 13.5 in guns. tpiecemakerr was sent
to Hothfield Cutting to the north of Ashford (covering beaches in
Folkestone-Dungeness area); rSceneshiftert returned to Canterbury,

Shet-L Loading

but to the East Station (covering beaches from Walmer to Pegwell Bay)
and rGladiatort was reiocated to the Kearsney loop line to the north
of Dover to cover PegwelL Bay-FoLkestone.

An _attemPted Corps shoot on 6th November: I 94 I , using both land based
and rail,guns to bombard the Advanced LanCing Ground at St IngeLverr
was terminated af ter the aj r,:raf t f lown by the CO of lio 26 Ariy Co-0peration Sqd RAF as observer was attaeked and had to returrr afterreceiving a cannon she11 irr the pet,rol tank of the Tomahawk. A
second 9otps shoot was cancelled, and the folLowing month t Seene -
shifter t took. up another posi Eion on the FavershamlcanLerbury line atseLling to enabLe it to cover a wicler arc of coastline.
During the- rChannel Dasht by the German Battl-eships tscharnhorstr,rGneisenaur and, l*Iilz Eugeirt on l2th February tAZz, orders were !ir"r,for one of th9 13.5 in guns to be rroved from it" porLtion to MartInMi11 station (probably tGladiatorr from Kearsney) but in the event itwas not used to bombard the ships orrd their escort. By now thcr r anti-invasiont role of Ihe R]'l siege aittery guns was becor:ning l"ess import-ant' and in June the Commander of 540th Coast Regt RA proposed ln"t
ih* Royal Marines could be used for beach defence to enabLe hisi'nfantry detachrnent l-o be with<lrasin for trarLning. This proposal rrasturnt'd dowii as hi.gher authority considered that the role of the RoyalUarir,e Suns wa! sii11 importent and that they should retain their role,but ir, May 1943 prep;rr41lens were being made for the invasion ofEur.ope and tht' RM Siege teB! command passed from 12 Corps to the RoyaLA::ti11ery, SE cornmand at Rtigate. Th;1ast time the prime Ministerwas able io visit his beloved naval manned guns was on lTth July whenhe accompanietl sor:re VTPs to the railway and sEatic artillery in East
Ken t .
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Ttaz ca.mp,site nitden hut.t dccommoda"te ttte 14t' batten,g petlSonnel

0n I 7th November 1943 the RoyaI Marines finally relinquished their
railway guns t,o No 3 Super Heavy Regt RA, rpiecemakert being re-
allocated ro the 7th Super Heavy Battery based at Elham sEaEion on
the El"ham Va11ey 1ine, while ?sceneshiftert was withdrawn to be con-*
verted to a l8 in Howitzey as a companion to rBoc.he Bustert. It was
proPosed that a Super Heavy Siege Train be assembled for the Normandy
landings, and spare pieces for the 13.5 in guns r^7ere re-al-located
from the Admiralty, but a few months Later this order was canceLled
anci the 13.5 in guns puL into reserve. By lTth Mareh 1944 rvork ()n
converEing t Seeneshifterf irad not been completed, and when it was
realised that the rai lway guns wr>uLd be of doubtf ul vaLue in rnobile
warfare and the problems of transporting Ehe guns by sea to Franc:e,
it v/as decided to re-equip the No 3 Srlp€r1 I{eavy Regt with tractor-
drawn 240nm Howitzers and B in road guns.

So the 13.5 in guns remalined in England until after the war, wherr
they were taken to Woolwich and stored until cut up early in 1961,
leaving nothing of the railway mounted Super Heavy artill.ery. The
sites of the firing spurs at St MargareEts have been swallowed op by
a holiday camp, alttrough some fi.agazi.nes at Townsend Farm stable
sictrings remairr, and others ar Swingate r:utting were buried when the
cutting vras f i11ed in in the 1960s, but some portions stil-1 remain
above the surf ace. At Lyrlden the an)munition sLores can sti11 be
seen at some distanee from the Strtne Ha11 Colliery sidings, and a
small part of the East I(enE Light Railway track at Shepherdswell
still- serves the nearby Tilmanstone Co11iery. The Keaisney loop line
was l-ifted some years ago, and aLthough Lhe Ashford Ordnance sidings
stiLL exist, the EIham Valley line has long disappeare'd and Canterbury
South Station been demolished and buil-E over. It is sti11 possibl-e to
trace the route of the Peasons raiLr+ay track and its extension on top
of the r:1if f s across the land at Bere Farms, and tiie cuttings at
Hottrfield, fhe Guston tunnel and Canterbury East station sEilL remain.
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Although the Super Heavy Railway guns could.have contributed to the
<iefence of East Kent in the event of arl invasion in 1940, one commenE
made sLlm6 up their employment in Kent: ttEhey went off rhalf-cockt and
were not used to their fuLl potentialfr.

Ack.nowledgemen E s

Mr H A Baker, col M s cleeve, tBig Guns in the Fieldf unpubliehed
MS, Tlte Royal Areillery commemoration Book, rAfter the Battler
Mrrgaz:Lne Tssues No 29 & 35, i'Ir H H Sne11er, Mr John Gaunt.
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SBS: THE }lISTORY THAT CAN BE TOLD

By Lieutenant Colonet Peter Davis DSC RM (RMHS)

It was inevit-ab1e tirat the Falkl-and Campaign should lead to books
being written about the supposedly more gLamorous and exciting unirs
of the Settrices. The Special Air Service (SAS) had had a good box-
office tor years. The transformation of their $/artime role into one
which made them the elite of post-war anti-terrori.st calnpaigners,
has earned thern f ame throughout the worl,d.

To the nnild surprise of the public, the press has introdueed another
special unit and one that had not previousl-y obtained the headi.ines.
The urrit is the Special Boat Squadron and their work is just as
exciting as that of the SAS whilst Eheir rnembers additionaJ-Ly have
the genealogy of bei.ng both Royal Marines and Commandos as we1l" as
Special Boat Squadron (SBS).

No fewer than four books have been published since mid-1983 with
"SBS" or "Sp"ciaL Boat Squadront! in their titles, (see list below).
To the disappointment of their authors - and they alL make special
comment on this - the Ministry of Defenee has quite rightly dis-
couraged publication of aceounts about the method and types of SBS
operations that have taken place from Borneo (1962) and the FaLkland
Campaign ( I982), up to thi.s day. The nature of their: miliEary and
amphibious teehniques must remain untoLd. Barrie pitt emphasises
the anonymity of the members of the SBS by printi"ng a photograph,
taken at a recent reunion, when each of tt'ie two hundred present has
a paper bag over his head!

Knowing that todayr s techniques and expertise must stiLl remain
untold, it has been an interesting exercise to read the four books and
to be reminded of the stories each author has to te11.

More than forty years have eLapsed since the inirials SBS were used
for the first tirne so it is appropriate that the history of their
operaticrns shoul d be told and thi.s is .vohat James Ladd has achieved in
his "SBS The Invisible Raidersu'.

The book starts with an original diagramnatic representation of the
chronological history of the SBS and the units Ehat exist,ed in World
War II. This diagram gives a superb chapEer heading and an easy-to-
foll.or^r sequence that shows how the SBS of today was evoLved. One
wishes that the author had foLlowed this pattern" As ie is, Ehe
r:ninitiated reader may not understand the significanee of the units
and the abbreviations used even though Jarnes Ladd has continued his
practice of producing elaborate and informative appendiees. ft was
probabLy his successfuL attenpt to have his book published wel 1

bef,ore the others Ehat prevented the correction of numerous sma11
errors.

The transformation of wartime training into the more vigorou.s and
yet ttfun exercisestt today are wel, 1 reJ-ated and Ladd ineorporates
many human episodes and anecdotes to make his book good readi.ng
material, He includes stories from Malaya, Korea, Borneo, Europe and
Northern Ireland and does not leave much doubt in the mind of the
reader about the operational techniques that eould be used.

Like Ladd, Philip Warner puts "StsSttin the Eitle of his book and it
sports the Royal Marinest ""p-badge on the cover although to read this
work one has to have a versatile and elastic appreciation of history.
It is not unEil Chapter 10, of a book with only twelve chapters, that
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one reads abouL the exploits of the SBS in 1940 and the formation of
ttre Royal. Marine Boom Detachment (of Cocklesheil- He:'oes fame) in 1942.
in Chapter 7 there is a par:agraph in reference to RMBPDTs activities
in Ehe Greek Islands, but clearly Warner has not researched the title
nor the role of the unit adequately as he gives it the wrong name and
refers Eo Appendix II when ic is Appendix I which deseribes the unit.
One is forced to beli;ve thaE }lr Warner, military historian and
author of "The SASr', used much of hi-s previously published works when
writing this book and be it noted that he has been let down badly by
his proof readers. As early as page l2 there is mention of a comp-
lete1y misplaced Isl-and of Pantellaria. The inaccuracies or typing
errors concerning the introduction of Royal Marines into minor landing
craft and SBS - which are boch written as 1948 when Ehey refer to 1943
and I950 - wi.11 ('arrse problems for the student of history, or indeed,
to the average reader. Sadly these are not the only errors.

"SBS in WorJ.d War Itr" by G B Courtney sets out to te11 the stcry of
the formation and operations of the original Special Boat Squadron...
"we were in no way,eonnecteci with the Speeial Boat Squadron of the
SAS formed in September 1942, nor with the Special Boat Squadron of
the Royal Marines, established af ter the rnrartt. . .

ll
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The authoro brother of Roger Courtney, founrier of che SBS, provides
a weLl researehed book. He telLs an interesEing story as a nemorial
to his eldest brother rec.ordi"ng the history of the Speeiai" Boat
Sections and, as he hoped, provides a book of useful reference Lo
students of the SpeciaL 0perations of lfcrrld War TI. There is thus no
reason to comment adversely on his intentionali-y parLisan remarks
about the SpeciaL Boat, Squadron of the SASr with their vigorous
nethods of operations and hi-gher casualties or on the remarks about
Lhe Royal llarines who were to take 01/er the conErol- of all amphibious
raiding uni t s in the tr'ar Eas t . The remarks are r.rhat one woulcl expect
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frr:in a leading operator who served in t.he originaL sBs; he is one or
those to whom the SBS of today o\^re so much.

Perhaps one quote will show how different a Section !,nas Lo a Squadron
in the days of I943- 1944. "Metaphorical"ly speaking SAS f.iked to
bursf in gallantIy through the frorrt door, whil-e SBS preferred to
slip in at the back through tl-re bathroom r,rindow. . . r' Perhaps that is
why the SBS of the Royal" Marines chose as their motto ttNot by Strength
by Guj-1er'. Apart fron i1lal-iy act,ual reports of the earJ.y SBS operations
there are interesting deseriptions oE submarine operations and com-
ments on a var iety ot submeraible craft.

Barrie Pitl, as an establishe<i milirary historian, has provicled the
story of the Special Boat, Squadron of the SA,S (rhat rGruffr Courtney
takes pains to disown) and tel1s it in a way that is easy to foll"ow.
His numerous maps make the operations tsraphie and reat to the reader
who does not have to take each one in isolaEion. He shows how every
raid was bound rrp with the overall military situation at the time
and how each was part of trEheafrre operationsrt. rn ttsp*cia1 Boat
Squadronttthe reader gets to know the leading actor* anci serves with
themt tdther than onLy read abouf them as in the ot,her books.

Pitt onLy tel.Ls part of the story - the I'fedi.t,erranean part - and like
Courtney is as 1oya1 to the. SAS as Courtney is to the SB Section.
The readers of all these books will find it difficult to discern bet-
ween the SB Section and the SB Squadron where only initial lette.r:s
are used. Did the Royal Marir:es change Ehe name of their parent
organisation from Spec:i-a1 Boat Company to Speei"al tsoat Squadr:on so as
to speak the saue language as the SAS (whose sub-units are Squadrons)?
0r hTas it to eonf use and nislead everyone by using the ini tials SIJS
which coul-d refer either to a Section or the Squadron? The command
and control of the Private Armies receives 1itt1e attenrion i.n all
these books, save that the arrthors record with pride the names of the
father figures who formed or 1ed these units during World War II.

The first Theatre command was Raiding Forces l,IiddLe East (1943) as
quoted in Appendix II of Ladd I s t'SBS The InvisibLe Raiders" but j-n
his Chapter 7 Janes Ladd has a major heading t'The sma1.1 0perationg
Group" in whi-ch- he says that SOG was formal"l-y established on 12 June
1944 under the Headquarters of I,Iourrtbattenrs South EasE Asia Command
(SEAC). It \^Ias commanded by Colonel H T T TolLemache with Lt Col
Ii G Hasl"er, of Cockleshel,l i{eroes fame, as his chief instructor and
co-ordinator of Dperations. This is recorded too, with some dismay,
by Cour tney.

In his much earlier book ttThe Water:y Mazett, l96l, Bernard Fergusson
wrote . . . t'Those who had most to do with Raicling are agreed on eertain
principles which were never firmly established during war. Raiders
should be taken f rom a special f oree...under one commander..."

Until we are LoItl the whole story of the Falkland campaign we sha11
nevcrr ki:ow wirether Fergrrssont s understanding of command and control
was put inIo e-f f ecE j-n Eire South At]-antic. Nor wiLl we ever know
the conpleIe sEory of operational and training casual ties since World
iJar iI.

I worrl-d ltazard a guess that since the end r.rf 1945 Lhe total number of
casualties of SRS trai.rred ranks, in training exercises or operati.ons
r'uhi-1st serving in sBS or sB squadrori - does not exceed 20, The
f igrrr:,: crlttld well be much I ess, My estimate takes into account oper-
ai:j-orral deployments from Korea, Suez, Borneo, A.1en, i{orthern Treland
aad Falkta.nds ranging to areirs less well known but,:f no less
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signjficance. This figure includes too
HM Srrbmarirre Affray failed to surface i.
learnt from those who swam, parachuted,
war. They too served in SBS around the

the f our who were loos t when
n I951. The skill-s were
canoed or re cce I d during Ehe
Wor1d.

rn order to obtain a fu11 history of the sBS, up to the present day,
there may wel"1 have to be a diet of Ladd, Courtney and Pitt. Warner
couLd act as a foliow-up for those who like to compare SBS with SAS.
Indeed I would like to combine the overall background, phorographs
and appendices given by Ladd and add to them the personalisecl stories
4nr.l nominal lists of Courtney. Then I woulcI bring the style and
continrrity of Pitt, with his maps and chronological details into an
ideal book ruhich, of course-, shouLd hsve tire pii,re of Warnerts. There
wouLd then be a record for ttre historian as welI as for the reader of
military stories. It woutd be an excellent book too, for the recruit
of the future whether he be Prince or Commoner.

However we do not live in an ideal world and so for the stcry of the
SBS (whether Section or Squatlron) here ar:e four books that cannot be
taken in isoLation, one without the other, just as the original
activities of the Private Armies and Navies of sBS - c0pp - sRU
RMBPD and RM det 385 cannot now be taken in isolation. They have aL1
joined together to form SBS... (SB Secrion or SB Squadron?)

SBS: The lnvi.tible Raide-.nt - The Hi.stotrg od t.he Sp,zciaX- Bca,.t Squad.non
dtam Wonld Wan Two to tlta pLa-aa-ixt by Jame s 

-D l,add (Arms and Armour
Press, London NW3) 1983. 235rnm x l5Omm, 23Bpp, i6 il-lusrrarions,
I 3pp index. hardcover. f. I 0, 95 .

Thz Stong ad the SBS in t|ta Med.i-tennd.no0.n by Barrie pirr (Cenru,y
PubLishing Co Ltd, London 1,I1) . I983. 223mm x l37mm . 212pp, l6
illustrations, 4pp index. Hardcover. e8.95.

The SBS - Spe.cial Boat. Squadnon by phili.p warner (sphere tsooks t,rd,
London wcI). 1983. l76mm x l06mm. l50pp, 5pp index. paperback. tl.50.
SBS ln Uortld (lat Tno - Tl,tz Sto:tg od the Onig.i-na!- Speeial \oo"t Sott.Lt;n
o'6 the Anmq Cctmrno"ndaL by G B Courtiey (Robeir Iiale Ltd, London E{'l).
1983. 223mm x l4Omm, 24Zpp, 12 illustrations, 6pp -ir:dex. Hard(:over.
r9.95.
FOOTNOTB

The author of ttSBStt: The History that can be rr:l"citt Lieritenant Colonel
Peter G Davis, has a wide knowledge of amphibious raiding and special
boat work. His military career nea::1y spans the history of the first
f ortY )rears of the sBS, and wtril st it is not usua1,1y t-he Journalf s
pra(ltice to pubJ ish cietails of an authorrs career, this f act and the
contributiorr Colonel Davis has made to his profession leads to an
exception.

In ear.'1y 1944 he comrnanded assaul.t landing cr aE t in r-he Adriatie,
landing soldiers, Royal Mar ine Commandos and partisans on the Yugoslav
mainland and isLands. He \,ras awardeci the DSC f or his Adriatic op.r-
ati ons.

Between 1945 ;lnrl 1947, he ser\ied in RM Boom Patrol Detachment (RMBPD)
in Devon. In turn thi s unLt \ras incorporated (1947-i950) with return-
j rg Persolrnel f rom Srna1l Opcrati ons Gr:oup (SOG) set up in Soutl-r East
Asi.a Cottrniattd. This neLr rrni u \ras c.a11ed the Sma11 Raids Wing of t.he
Auiphibi.orrs St:hoo1 Rll at Portsnrouth.

In 1950-51 he serveci in Ehe Rii Rhine Flotilla where initially the
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only other RM offj.c.er Lras the Staff Officer Operatiorrs, Lt Co1 N H
Tailyourr DS0 (1atar the ComrnandanL Gener:a1 Royal Marines, General
S ir Norman Ta j lyour) . Together the t-wo men f ormulated the sLze,
strttcture arrd c:quipment cf all operational unit, anci LieutenanE Peter
Davis I proposal that r-he unit be ca11ecl "Sp"cia1 Boat Section Royal-
Iiarinestt was accepted.

Doing it, followed namirrg it: he commanded both 2 and 3 sBS in
German;z anri in Autumn 1951 reLurr'red home to command ISBS in the f irst
major exercise SBS liad with the Army in the UK. Tn 1952 he formed
No 5 SBS in 3 Cdo Bde in the Mediterranean. The roles of the new
SBS Rll wer:e to include those not only of the SBS of World War TI but
also those of combined 0perarions Pilotage parties (copp) sea
Reconnaj.ssance Unit (SR.U) Ri'I Detachment 385 (frorn SOG in the Far East)
and, of cout:se, his own un j-t RMBPD.

For the whole of 1955 and 1956 Captain Davis was the Training Offieer
for the SpeciaL Boat Compar:ry and exe.rcised with Norwegians and Irench.
In 1959-1961 .|'lajor Davis corrmanded the Speeial Boat Company (1ater
ca1led Squadron): he was tire first ro participate in exchange duties
rvith the US Navy Underwater Demolition Teams and the US Marine Force
Reconnaissance Cornpany in the Caribbean and in USA. This was foLi-owed
by the US Marine Staff CourSe 1961-1962. Service in 40 Cdo in Borneo
followed and in some operations againsE the Indonesians he had 6 SBS
within his cc,mmand.

His opposite number in Ehe Foree Reconnaissance Company in 1960 rras
Captain Paut Ke11y (now Conmanding General US Marine Corps) vith whom
he undertook a two-man Anglo/US free-faLl parachute descent in i960.
It j.s also interesting to note that from Apri.L 1984 both the BoyaL
Marj.nes (Lieutenant General M C t Wil.kins) and the US Marines, are
conrmanded by officers with SBS training and command experience,

lTlill artticl-e L4)d.^.,[Lut pubt-itlte.d in VaLume ll4 No 3 lJu.t"g lABa] 11g
Anrnq Quo"ntenLu and 0alence Jounna!-, ytubt-i.,sho-d $nom 1 luett'S.tttzet,

,Lo'ptLa duce-d. wit l,L t haitt p etlm.L6 t i'a rr.
0t|tzn lLecent atLticl-Q.A 0.6 panii,ctt!-0"t1 "intQ-tLe.tt io Roga"L lria'lr-ino,s afi.d
speeiaL Fctncoa i.ncl,udz nNo ?icnic't bq T D Bnidge {Apnix- l9ssi, sAs:thz Pantno.it" bU -G.enenaX. S.in Fnanb KZtaon lJul-q lqS'Sl. ,,ALIA" end RM
Commandoa in WottX,d {t)d,n 7"[t' bg CctLonQ,!- N Vaux 0-50 RM lJanuang'lgB6l,t'Tl'te. KoLatt bg ltajon Genena"X- tdwand Fun,sdon CB il{BE C.Litt {Apn-il l9'8(,)

- o0o -
FiT.OiJ ''TiiE DERBY }:IEf].CUF.Y'' Ii-.IDAY OCTCBER

Ed.ita n I

I 9 /i'fi.rDAY 0CT 25 t7 5A

Yesterda;-r norning died at his 1ndp4ilgs af Chelsea, af ter a fe',.r
days i11ness, Jar:les Goddarri lrsq. a centreman possessecl of a very
considerable Fortune in Iianpshire, and in the last 1^rar \,ras a
Cantain of a Company in Colonel !'razier t s iLegiment of )Iarines
a Gentlernan of very good character.
iri{0t1 'rT}tE DEREy liERCUl_y,' Fii.IDr\y i{Ay 2/}{j\y g 1755

tris l.'ajesty has been
served volunteer in
iiistory of I-urope, a
Conipanies of llarines

14l.lnuuirt'.v 2l 1757

pleasecl to
the laEe r./ar
Lieutenant

appoint iIilliam
, and oublishecl
in one of the

Biggs. Gent rvho
the l"iilitary

Independent

Upon the resignation
have a!pointed CeL')rqe
a place of t. 1000 per

of iir Adair,
Canpbell Tlsq

,\ n n.um .

the Lords of
. Payrnas ter ,

the Admiralty
of the l'{arines

58



CORPS IVIUSEUI'i PRESS NOTICES

FAMOUS ROYAL MARINE IS BROUGHT A!-IVE

Sergeant Major Bertie Leaman, one of the most famous dri11 instruct-
ors in the history of the RoyaL Marines, has been brought alive at
the Royal Marines Museum. IIe stands as a Talking Head in the entrance
hall of the Museum ready to brief visitors on their tour. Never one
to mince his words, his style and delivery leaves no exeuse for any
visitor to tget lost or otherwise bimble around like a dozy recruitf .

This new Talking IIead, the first in Portsmouth, has been instaLled
by Pilgrim Communications of London to improve the Museum service to
visitors and keep it up to date with the l-atest technology. It was
officially opened by Major General Julian Thonrpson, of the FalkLands
fame, at l20O on Monday 3 February 1986. Sergeant Major Leamants
voice is played by Roger Hume currently appearing in BLithe Spirit
at the Vaudeville Theatre in London"
Fl\LKLAND LAI'IDING CRAFT FOR ROYAL i{TtRINES mUSEt.lfl

A ten ton landing craft measuring forty five feeE $/as delivered to
Royal Marines Eastney at l0 am on Friday 9 l"lay 86 and then craned
int.o a position on the tarsns in front of the R.oyaL llarines Iluseum.
Officially known as a Landing Craft Vehicle Personnel, she has been
gifted to the }luseum by the I'linistry of Defence after twenty five
years service with the Royal Navy. Manned throughout this time by
Royal Marines, she has been used to ferry troops and vehicles ashore
from the Navy I s amphibious ships often in hazardous condi tions.

Throughout her service she has operated in most parts of the world
including Borneo, during Indonesian Confrontation, and in the massive
relief operation foLlowing the Bangladesh Cyclone Disaster. More
recently, she !ras carried to the South AtLantic in III'{S FEARLESS, and
used extensively in San CarLos Water, surviving incessant Argentir:ian
air attack and sma11 arms fire.

She lies at Eastney in her Falklands colours on a specially construct.-
ed bed where she is open to the public. Her bow door is lowered so
that visitors to the Museum can enter her well and inspect her troop
carrying eompartment. Next year a viewing ptatform will be construct-
ed around her st,ern to provide public access to her control section.
!r0RLD flAR I i DiJl(li C0ljiES T0 EASTIIEY

A 1{or1d t{ar I1 DUKLr measuring 30 feet and weighing 5 tons was brought
by road transporter to Royal Marines Eastney at 8.30 am on Wednesday
2l May. The DupIex Universal Karrier l{heeled (or DUKI^l f or short) was
originally built during early 1944 by Sparkmans and Stevens of America
specifically for D Day where it was used extensively by US and British
Forces Eo transfer troops from Ehe waiting ships to the beaches ashore.
The development. and construction of the'D Day fleet was carried out in
a staggering 54 days. [iquipped with propeller and wheels, it is an
arrrazingly versatile vehicle being able to swim and Eravel across
country af great speed.

This particular DUKw is one of the originals and is sti11 in service
at the Amphibious Trials and Training Unit at Instow, Devon, being
brought ro Eastney specifically for the Royal Marines Eastney Tattoo
which took place on 28 and 29 June 86 when it formed part of the
static display.

It has joined the recently acquired Landing Craft as part of the
Royal i'larines Museum 0utdoor Exhibition on public display.
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SUEZ NOVEIIBER 1956

Thirty years ago in November this country, and much of the wor1d,
\,nas divided over the controversial issue of the British and French
invasion of the Suez Canal shortly after its nationalisation by
Gamil Abdul- Nasser, the new Egyptian leader. There lras however no
disputing the success of the combined sea and airbourne assaults by
the Royal. Marines and Parachute Regiments in the first such outstand-
irg operation of its kind. The bodies of 9 officers and other ranks
who \rere ki11ed i-n the action at Port Said on 6 November were returned
to England by air on l4 December for re-interrment. The coffins were
transported to the RN Hospital at Haslar (Gosport) accompanied by an
armed escort, undet axrangements made by the 0C RI{B Eastney.

At 1500 on Monday 17 December the following were buried at the RN

Ceuetery, C1ayhaLL, Gosport, with fu1l- military honours: -

Lieutenant E A Ufton RM, Lieutenant P ItI MeCarthy RM and
Marine Lorin Dudhill - RMIISOIO of 40 Coomando RM

Sergeant D I{ A Dennis - PLY /x4536, Marine B J Price - RM/ 11202
and Marine B J Short - RM/lll5B of 42 Commando RM

The three others, Mne David Howard - RM/14285 (42 Cdo); Mne J Fudge
RMV/202128 (40 Cdo) and Mne C E GoodfelLow - RM/131833 (45 Cdo) had
funerals arranged privately by their next-of-kin, with the Corps
being represented on eaeh occasion.

For some inexplicable reason the headstones of those buried at Haslar
bear the RN Anchor instead of the customary Corps badge.

Lt Co1 Norman Tailyour Ehe C0 of 45 Cdo and his signaller Mne Michael
J Fowler (RM14245) were the victims of their own side, when a Fleet
Air Arm Wyvern aircraft accidentLy straffed them with cannon fire;
Mne Fowler later died from his wounds, bringing the total RM deaths
to 10.

Also, two of the army personnel kilLed in action were attached to
42 Cdo; these were Sgt B KizLo (RAC) and Cp1 G Crawford (Somerset
tight Infantry). 49 Royal Marines were wounded casualties.

The Brigade strength of 2800 was spread amongst 20 ships of the AW

Squadron, and ttr7o aircraft carriers (HMS OCEAN and THESEUS) bore 45
Cdo.

0n l3 June 1956 the foLlowing Awards were announced:-
DSO Brigadier R tr{ Madoc OBE ADC, Commander of 3 Cdo Bde

Lt Co1 D G Tweed MBE, Commander of 40 Cdo.
OBE - Maj B I S Gourlay MBE MC.
Bar to MC - Ilaj D L St M Aldridge MBE MC.
MC - Maj A ? WiLlasey-Wilsey MBE; Captain M A H Marston; and

Lt S L Syrad.
DCI'I CpIDEMant
MM QMS GD Buttery; Cpl M E Mead; Mne J W Crossland and

Mne C K Davidson.
Another l9 0ffieers and men were mentioned in despatches.

During the summer months of 1956, Colonel- Abdul Nasser, who had
succeeded General Neguib as head of the Military Junta Government,
dissolved the Suez Canal Company overnight and nationaLised the
control and proceeds of the waterr^ray. Britain and France, in rep1y,
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45 Cdo RM ptLepa,Ling 6o,L action
froze all their Egyptian asseEs, the canaL pil-oEs, most, of whom were
Europeanr decided to return home rather Ehan serve another master.
Nasser advertised for canal pilots, to repLace the sorely-needed
losses and recruited many from his o\{n country. Levantine-Greeks
and Egyptians aLike, as well as from those countries who aLlowed
volunteers for the task.

With the increase of Russian infLuence in the Arab States and the
influx of arms to the other nations of the Arab b1oc, British
infl-uence waned in proportion: General GLubb Pasha, who had built
t,lie Jordanian Army into the f inest armed f orce in the tliddle East,
\{as relieved of his post, British businessmen were arrested in Cairo
on spying ch atges and the situation generally deteriorated i,iith the
increase of border incidents along the Eastern and Southern borders
of Israel and the dangerous Gaza strip.

As an answer to this border warfare and the accumulation of vast
quantities of guns, tanks and munitions by the Egyptian forees in the
Negev, Israel, in the latter days of October this year, ca11ed up her
Reserves and crossed the frontiers dealing the agitators a staggering
def eat.

The British and French action of sending into the area a eombined
assauLt- force, divided the country into two poLitical camps. In the
forefront of the attack was the RoyaL Marine 3rd Commando Brigadel
45 Commando, eommanded by Lt Colonel N H Tailyour DSO, who was one of
the first casualties in the attack, landing entirely by helicopter in
Ehe first Ilelicopter Assault in British, if not world hisr.ory; and
40th and 42nd Commandos with Brigade Headguart,ers assauLting in the
traditional way, tP"r Marer.

THE ASSAUTT ON PORT SAID

The Brigade, led by Brigadier R I^I Madoc oBE ADc, consisted of 45
Commando, 1ed by Lieutenant Colonel N H Tailyour DSO, which landed
from HM aircraft earriers Ocean and Theseus entirely by helicopter
retays, while 40 Commando, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel
D G Tweed MBE, and 42 Commando, with Lieutenant Colonel P L Noreock
0BE in command, landed frour the sea.

0n 7th November, the ttDaily Sketchil reporLer Peter Ster/art wrote:

British Marine Commandos l-anded on the 1ow, raking beaches near Port
Said at dawn today and moved quickly into the last battle of rhe
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invasion"- with tanks. Under heavy fire they struck inland from a
point near port installations and linked up with the paratroops.

T!"fe was no hint of a cease-fire this afternoon as they fought a
f ier:ee batrle on a golf coursei against Nasser t s Russian-type tanks.
ReinforcemenEs poured in as they fought, many of them landed by ship-
to-shore helicopters, Ehe first operational landings ever by heli-
copter.

When Last nighrrs surrender talks fe11 throughr A11ied Headquarters
in Cyprus f lashed the signal: t'Go intt.

The green beret men of the British Marine Commandos, the toughest
f i.ghting men i:r the wori.d, 1ed the way. They are 1ed by Brigadier
Rex Madoc, who is 49, and has spent the last ten years in tough
assault course training.

His men are hard-bitten speeiaLists as cliff climbers, parachutists,
frogmen and canoeists. As uheir Landing craft came in and the ramps
thudcled down on the sandy beaches, they raced inland to Link up with
the paratroops.

Fol-1owi,ng the initial assaul"t, the "Dai1-y Mailtt reporEed on the
iollowing day, Bth November:

I,tre came in over the A1lied invasion fLeet. There rrrere scores of
ships scattered around in the rough, b1.ue sea, like iron fi1-ings at
random on a blue-and-white tablecloth. There were dozens of grear-
grey warships, from battLesh:',ps to 1itt1e frigates which fussed about
between lines of troopships.

Port Said Lay ahead. There were three main areas of fire, mark,ed by
grey and brown. There was dense black smoke where the She1l oil
refineries were burning.

We f 1ew directly over an area near the seaf ront: , perhaps an acre jn
size. Scarcely two bricks were on top of each other-' here. Son:,ewhere,
between tire three main areas of Ehe f ires which brirnerl uncheckecl ,Marine Commandos rrere battLing against Egypti;rns.

They came ashore at 0445 GMT, after the Navy and the RAF aircraft had
put down carefully selective barrage. They ianded ugainst a litr:1e
ir-ritial opposition in the fishing harbour and dock region,
RAF llunters provided top cover, bur ttie Egyptians were so stunned it
was scarcely needcrd. The Coramandos quickly cleaned up the dock are.a
and pushed on as far as the edge of the golf course. But in the centre
of the town and in the nat:ive quarters the Egyptians resisted.

The tirst- repoi:ts from the Dien wtro had seerr acti.on on the iighting
arrci been wounde<1 appeared in 1-he press on the llth.

Tile events wh j-clr 1e"d ,p tD 3 Conrmando B::i-gade t s capture of port, Said
v:j .1,1 be rvell-1 krtown to anyone wl.ro reads national newspapers. Their
withdrawal f::oru Internal Secr:riry duties in Cyprus, it" work-up
period tt l'{a1trr, rttrd the arrival in the Me<iiterranean of 42 Commando,
bi-inging the Brigade. up to its fu11 complement, all this could be
r:ead itllrt l'he scrraps of nettrr.r wtrich were released from time to Eirne to
rL., D-^.,,-r-tlr-ltr5s.
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On 30th 0etobqr , 40, 42 Commandos and Ileadquarters embarkbd and
sailed from MaLta in the Amphibious Warfare Squadron. 45 Commando
sailed in the faster 0cean and Theseus three days tater, overhauled
and met up with the AI4I Squadron convoy in the Assau'lt Area in the
morning of Tuesday, 6th November.

At dawn on Monday, 5th November, 3rd Battalion Parachute Regiment had
landed on the right, where they had a hard fight before clearing
Gamil Airfield. At the same time, two battalions of Freneh Airborne
troops landed south of Port tr'ouad, attacked the town on the east bank
of Lhe Canal from the south, and after brief resistance captured iti
the Eqyptian defenders withdrawing into Port Said, where the main
stand was obviousLy to be made. The position then at dawn on 6th
November was, on the right, one battalion of British paratroops in
occupati.on of Gamil. Airfield and the country up to the ouEskirts of
Arab to\iln Port Said. 0n the lef t, tt{o French baEtalions holding tr'ort
Fouad, and in the centre the town of Port Said in which the Egyptians
had three, as yet uncommiLted, battalions, the armed police of the
town, and the mob which had been armed and Let loose on a roving
mission of destruetion.

The defenders had evacuated the popul.ation from the main centre of the
town and the dock area, and esEablished a laxge number of strong
points barricaded in buildings. The remaining miLitary, pol-ice and
armed bands were loosed in ttpenny-packetsrr to act independently and
harass any British troops who Landed. A few good modern tanks were
also availabLe to etiffen up the defence, mainly on the southern out-
skirts and Golf Course area of the town. There were also some morrars
and Czeeh and Russian LAA and A/Tank guns.

Anyone who has indulged in the general free-for-al1 calted street
fighting will appreciate that the Commando Brigade, which was to
attack Port Said from seaward, had a fairLy stiff task by any accoun!.
In the event, thanks to good fire support, whieh \iIas, however, limited
in calibre and depth of the target in order to avoid unnecessary loss
of 1ife, the actual landings Det with 1itt1e resistance. In the built-
up axea, however, the Egyptians clung tenaciously to their strong
points, and the proeess of establishing a beachhead and elearing the
dock area ca11ed for considerable dash and determination on the part
of alL three units of the Brigade.

At dawn, 40 and 42 Commandos landed on the sea front, shot in. by
destroyers from virtually point-bl"ank range. 45 Commando came in in
helicopters on the left of the bridgehead a 1itt1e 1ater, the whole
of this unit getting ashore in 9l minutes from the Carriers, which
!f,ere l0 niLes out to sea.

When the bridgehead was securer 6th Royal Tank Regiment landed on the
1eft, and the breakout southwards began; 42 on the rignt and 40 on
the left along the Canal edge.

42 Commando managed to run the gauntlet down one of the main streets
of the town in LVTs supported by tanks, and rrere soon attacking the
barracks near the Golf Course, where they had some sharp fighting,
Af t,er a slower advance, 40 Commando burnped the core of the def ence
holed-up in the houses near the Canal Companyrs }leadquarters and Port
?olice Station and had some reaL1y stiff resis.tance to overcome before
reaching their objectives.

45 Commando on the right had the unenviable task of sealing off the
approaehes from Arab Town.
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At six orclock in the evening, the Brigade heard on the BBC news
that a cease-fire had been ordered for midnight; and this was later
confirmed from Headquarters in IIMS ME0N. By this time atl objectives
had been secured. The 6th RTRr less one troop, with 2nd Parachute
Battalion, which had landed on the beaches in rear of the,Commando
Brigade, struck south and had reached E1 C.p, a Canal station I5
miles south on t,he causeway bank of the Cana1.

Sporadic firing from roving bands who hadnrt got the buzz followed
for a time and then petered ouE. After a short pause came looting
s1ow1y at first, then wi th mounting eagerness .

Anyone who knows the Egyptianfs casuaL attitude to other peoplers
possessions will- appreciate the sort of seenes thaE folLowed, reruem-
bering that the town eenEre was enpty and that the nob were armed.
No British troops had yet entered the Arab quarter, nrhere, incident-
aIly, the Governor went to ground early on.

There remained an extremely unpleasant Eask, disarming and controlling
the mob.

And a 1itt1e snippet of life in PorL Said after the ceese-fire:-

A struggling mob of about 500 Egyptians fought over sacks of flour
looted from an Egyptian Army depot. British Commandos, rifles at the
ready, dispersed the stone-throwing mob.

Later in the month, both the 16th Independeot Parachute Brigade and
3 Commando Brigade were withdrawn from Port Saidr replaced by the
19th and 29E1n Brigades, pending the arrival of the United Nations
PoLi ce Force .

lFootnote: Br1 &n un60tLtuna,ie eoineldenel", .thi,S- 30t.11 anni.vL.ILLL",LA- 
-0-6 .

itre Suez aetl-on bniiga a"Lao the deattt o{ l,4ai Gen R fii i,lacloc CB pSO ABE

who {fil.L 0CRI\,{ oA S Cd:o Bde at that *imz,- Hz- wa.* a. rnemben od the R,UHS

o-nd hi,t ctbitua.t-U oppionui in the Augu'st NEtSlEfTEie ctnd iALIB€. g, [AU?tEl' ]
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