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OLD OAK

THE LIFE OF JOIIN JERVIS
EARL OT ST VINCENT

By AdmiraL sir William James GCB

(Extracts from this book
published in 1950 by Longmans,
Green & Co Ltd)

DEDICATED TO THE ROYAL MARINES

of which Admiral of the Fleet the
Earl of St Vincent was
Lieutenant-General from the
year 1800 to l8l4 and
General from l8l4 ti11 his
death,

and who, by their 1oya1 support,
enabled him to suppress
mutiny which threatened to
blunt the only weapon, BEi11
unsheathed in Europe, that
could hold Napoleon in cheek,

and for whom he obtained the title of "Roya1" after their
sptrendid fighting at the Battle of Copenhagen,

and of whom he wrote: 'rI never knen an appeal. to them for honour,
courage or Loyalty, that they did not more than reaLise my
expect,ations. If ever the hour of real danger should come
to England, they will be found the countryts sheet anchor",

and who, in the many Colonial wars of the nineteenth century and
the two WorLd Wars of the present century, have added lustre
to their renorrn and adorned British history by their eonduct
in numerous sea and Land battles, in amphibious operations
in alL quarters of the globe, io many hazardous assaults and
many dauntless retreats, this work is dedicated by the
author.

MUTINY

The "sad work" referred to by ttre First Lord had begun on April
I5th when on Lord Bridport making a signal to the Channel Fleet
to weigh, Ehe crew of his fl.agship swarmed up the shrouds and gave
three cheers as the signal to the fleet to rnutiny. This mutiny
ended when the Admiralty met aLl the deuands of the leaders. On
May 7th another mutiny accompanied by bloodshed broke out in a
squadron of the Channel FLeet Lying at Spithead. Order was
restored by the most respected and popular Admiral, Lord Howe,
who exercised great tact

It rras these mutinies that the First Lord described as sad work;
the fat more serious mutiny at the Nore had not yet broken out.

Jervi6 rras confident that the men who had served so Long with
him and had fought so welL at St Vineent would remain loyal if
untampered with by agents from England but he could not be so
sure of the ships that from time to time joined him from England.
He knew that if trouble arose he could rely implicitly on the
Marines and so his first precaution was to berth them apart and
enhance their importance by ceremoniats.



oI assembledrr, he wrote to a captain, ttall the Capteios of
Marines oo board tbe VILLE DE PARIS, under pretext of iuforming
them about uniformity of dresa, iu exercise, and ia ecoooty;
but really to give theu some sease about keeping a ratchful e;l€r
not only upon their own men, but upon the Eeamen. I directed
that a subaltern ehould vieit them at their meals; r exhorted
then to kebp up the pride and epirit in their detachmeats; to
PreYent coaversation being carried on ia Irish, and to call the
ro11 at least twice a day.fr Ee then isaued tro orders to the
fleet. One directed that whener:r puniehneat wao inflicted 8n
officerrs guard of marines was to atteud with loaded arms and
bayonets fired. The other is quoted in full because it haa
been observed ever eince in tlia l{ajestyr e fhips.

"Guard to be paraded on the poop every moruiug at half-past ei.ght
orclock, with all the form and order practiaed in the best reg-
ulated parades; and, after going through exerciae, to degcend to
the quarter-deck et niue ofcLock preciaely, where all the accust-
omed forualitiee are to be gone through, rith respect and deeoruu
due to the occasion (although oo colours are allowed) - and,
where there is a band, tcod Save the Kiagr ie to be played, while
the Guard ie under presented armen and all persons present are
required to staad nith their hats off ti11 the Guard ghoulders.rr
Jervis alrays atteaded this cererlony in fu11-drese uniform. He
invariably took off his hat when apeaking to an officer or eailor
and if he saw atry other offieer not doing likewice he adniuistered
a sharp reproofr 80 when he saw a petty officer with his hat oE
during the perforuance of the ner ceremony it waE uore that he
could bear and he junped off the poop on top of the man. I.Ie can
re11 believe that after thaE the cereEony nas very strietly
carried out.
DISCIPLINARY ORDERS

Jervie becane conninced that the lamentable state of diecipline
in the navy lras partly due to the lax conditiona in peacetine,
and he uade certain propo'aals to the First Lord, which if ttey
had been accepted in toto would have been Eosr beneficial to Lt"
navy.

Yachtl should be sold as totally useleaa, tending to nothing
but corrupt sinecureB, too often given to worthleei officers.
Guand,-lhipt so inf,auoualy rotten and corruptr 88 to have sownthe seeds of all-the theft, false Busters, aad general departure
from the regulations of the aervice; aad the nen in then areidle and profligate; the anuihilation of this eetabLishnent,
theref,ore, becones absolutely necessery.

rnsteadt he reconmended keepiug Bolre line-of-battle ships in
commission whieh would cruise in the Eect Indies and Canadian
w&ters for five or six months a year.

Medltenta.nedn - An officer of splendour should periodieally viaitAlgiers, Tunie, Tripoli, and the Italian ports.

Bnitith lltu Frigates and sloope, under an able, firm andvirtuous F1.g 0fficer should be euproyed on rorr"yiog aodteachiug piLotsge ro junior officers

Fnigatu - Are groun preposterous; he never riehed to see alarger one than the INCONSTANT.
3



Repaint o$ thlpt, and 'l.npnovenentt in 0oeh.ga.tdd To be set
about rith vigour, and carried on with persey€raaee. llueh
reform necessary in the Civil Department. If all the clerks
in the dockyarda rrere disnissed, with annuities, payable on
one conditioa only, rrthat they reeide fifty nilee from any
dockyardl, the public would benefit exceedingly.

The atttl{iceu are all thieves - a aew race would perhaps be
as bad.

Ttanapont Boand 0f no uee whatever.

frlaninea - A very considerable corps ehould be kept upr and I
hope to Bee the day when there is not another foot soldier in
the Kingdon, in Ireland, or the colonies, except the Kingts
Guard and Artillery.

He pressed his views about the Harines on many occaEions; in
those days the Briti.sh Arny was nainly employed in arnphibious
warfare, for which Marines were, from their life aboard ship
and training, better suited, and it qras the view of most British
statesmen that the country had not the resources in nealth and
manpower to oeet all the requirements of maritiue traE against
the European powers, and also aceept large contineutal eomail-
ments f or the s tanding arEIy.

During Septenbern JerviB received a secret letter from the First
Lord which told hin that the Portuguese Ambassador in Paris had
signed a peace treaty with the French, and that the oaly hope of
preventing the Portuguese Goverapent ratifyiog the Treaty, and
thus losing the Tagua base for the fleet, would be for a

"commanding naval. of,ficer of dietinctiont' to be in the river.

So, at the end of the nonth, he reluctsntly returned to the
Tagus, treavi.ng ColLingwood with a divieion to watch Cadiz.

If the offieers thought they would now be allored to relax they
were soon disillusioned by a series of geaeral ordere, one of
which was 8s followe: "The Connander-in-Chief having seen geveral
officers of the fleet on shore dreesed like shopkeepers, in
c6loured cl.othes, and others wearing round hats with their uni-
forms, iu violation of the late order frou the Right Honoursble
the Lords Coumissioners of tbe Adniralty, doeB positively direct,
that any officer offending against this wholeeome and necessary
regulation in future, is put under arrest, and reported to the
Aduiral, and, let the Bentence of a eourt-Eattial upon sueh
officers. so offending be what it oayr that he is never perrnitted
to go ashore whii.e under the comuand of the Earl of St Vincent. r'

IIe remained in the Tagus during the next few months, knowing that
the Spanish Fleet would be laid up for the winter, and, though
the conditione vrere tryiag f or the Beamen, there rras no unreBt.
When the LOND0N arrived from England her,,crew sare soon aware
that no nonsense would be tolerated. They had nutinied at
Spithead, turned the admiral out of the ship, gone near to hang-
iog e lieutenant and were sti11 in a Btate of insubordination.

ROYAL MARINES

Soon after the publication of the Copenhagen dispatch he took the
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opportunity to imptement a Long-cherished wish" to raise the
gtituE of ttre ,arines, f or whon, he lra6 ttvery Partisltr. IIe
approached the King who readily agreed that in vies of their
fine conduct they ehould in future be 8tyled Royal Marines,
and that their uniforln, hitherto facdd with white, should nole
be blue. There wae rnuch rejoicing at the Marine depots when
this lras announced. At Plyoouth a great crowd turned out to
see the Marines in their new royil uniform, which wae the same
pattern as the Foot Guards; the battalioa fired volleJsr and
bettre"r, each volLey the band played ttGod save the Kiagtt. Ihe
commandants at Portsmouth and ChaEham begged Jervis to have his
portrait painted for the officersr messesi he replied that
Lhougtr he had great repugnance to sitting for a Portrait he
would meet their wishes and hoped that they would aPprove of
Sir IJilliam Beechey a8 artist.

He atso tightened up the entry of officers: "Lord St Vincent
presents his complinents to General Averne, and wishes he had
tonfined his recomnendations to the song of the officer.s of the
Corp s . tt

"I fear your application in favour of ilr Steele for a Commisgion
in the Royal Marines is too late, the list haviai been mede out
sone time and ehiefly composed of the sons and near relations of
officers who I am persuaded, you will agree with me should
be pref erred to all others. rl

He lras always very active in eeeing that Marines who had disting-
uished theueelves in the quelling of mutinieB treceived priority
for appointments.

When. st a later date, he Iras advocating the reduction of the
National forees, excepting the marines, he wrote: rrln obtaining
for them the distinction of rRoyalt I but efficiently did rny duty.
I never knew an appeal to them for honour, courage or loyalty'
that they did not more than realise Ey highest exPectitior3.''If
ever the hour of real danger should cone to England, they will be
found the countryrs sheet anchor.tt

DETERIORATION IN DOCKYARDS

During his retirenent he took every opportunity to keep before
the Government of the day his views on the strength of the stand-
ing army and the iuportanee of naintaiaiag & stroag Corps of Boyal
Marines. After two sorld wars hie view that the aroy should be
reduced to the Kingrs Guard and the Royal Artillery and all other
commitments should be met by the Royal Marines seens fantastic,
but at that period of our history there trere rrany wise men who
held that Britainr s war effort should be concentrated on the lrar
at sea, and that rnilitary commitments on the Continent should at
all costs be avoided. A Letter written by Jervis to Tucker in
his eighty-third year is of particular interest as at the begin-
ning of this century the policy of enpl.oying Royal Marine
Artillery to garrison overseas bases had many powerful advocates;
it was some years before his wise advice on the subject of naval
ordnance lras fo1lowed. ItThe French, from the era of Louis XIV,
have always equipped their fleet sooner that we have done. The
Butteau de Ct"aale continues in f uI1 vigour, and without a large
corps of Marines, we sha11 be long before an efficient fleet cen



be got ready. It is of great importa[ce to our eountry, that
the publie should be kept alive upon the subject of our Eonst-
rous army, in a series of letters in The Timea nelrspaper, show-
iog that the Mariae Corpe is best adapted to the security of our
dockyards; and that no soldier, of what ie termed the line,
shal1 approach them; our Coloaiee ought to have no dher infantry
to protect them, and the corps of Marine Artillery should be
substituted for the old artillery. The ordnance and appurten-
ances f or His Majestyt s Fl.eet should be vested in the Admiralty,
and entirely taken attay from what ie termed the 0rdnance Depart-
ment. The futile employment yeleped Sta{d should be rotally
done away, and all the frippery of the army sent to the devil."

rt was perhaps inevitabLe that onee he was safely out of the way
those who had qualled before him when he lras cleaneing the
Adniralty and dockyards shoul.d publict"y give vent to rheir pent-
up hatred of him, and a1so, that the bad oLd rrays should creep
back when the aduinistration passed into less vigorous hands.
on June tr 1808, he wrote to Tucker: "r enjoy the impotent envy,
hatred, and malice of the public officee connected lsith the navy,
more than r can express the viper biting the fite is their
embLem." rn the Bame letter he \rrote this interesting comnent
on sea battle. ttthe achievement of LA VIRGISIE waa neatly done.
Nothing, in ny judgement, ie so creditable to an English sea
officer' as the capture of an enemyrs ship with 1itt1e earnage
in hi s orrn.

In August, I812, he wag disturbed at a return to the poliey of
building ships by contract instead of in the dockyards, a poliey
he had resisted when ia office. "r caonot, for the sou1. of E€r
uaderstand the policy of reducing the number of shipwrights in
the Kingrs Yards, and making contracts to build frigates with
the materials piled in Ehese very yards, furnished to the
contractors at a price below what was paid for them to ot,her
contractors" This is a mystery beyond my comprehension. Eou we
are to stagger uader the profusion existing in every department,
I am at a toss Oo gueBs; with the approaching subsidies, and
increased expenBes of a lrar with the united states, which will
be mueh more serious than people seen to be araare of.tt



EDIIqRIAL COMMENT

Volume XI comes with a new cover design (that of the Royal Marine
Drummer and Royal Marine Artillery Trumpeter, circa 1930) by
CharLes C Stadden, to whom we are as ever greatly indebted; and
also an extra eight pages.

Initially we received three editions per Volume, but this lfas
reduced to two when the introduetion of Special Publications
proved sufficient to cope with our printing eapabilities, and
therefore this enlargement will partLy compensate for this
arrangement. However it must be pointed out that unless more
material is forwarded to me this cannot be long maintained, for
without a eontinual flow of items (1arge or sma11) an editor is
utterly useless !

With the emphasis on rD-DAYr, a number of other anniversaries for
1984 were overlooked at the tioe and I promised to raise each one
in turnr os with the Sudan Campaign of 1884 in the last issue,
and now it is the oLdest Crorn Colony of Bermuda that we feature
on pages 20r2l and 22

Some hoped for correspondence relating to our last issue was not
forthcomi*g, therefore I feel that I should clarify a few points
which uay have puzzted our readers. Firstly, on Page 37 the
photograph (c 1930) was in fact taken in 1927 of the Far East
Satt.fion at Eastney, bound for Shanghai. "Come Superb and Letrs
awayo (at the top of page 39) was a song referring to Major Henry

. Guise Tucker RI'IA and his Marines onboard HMS SUPERB, also on
passage to Suakim. The rGeraLdr mentioned on page 4l (line l9)
by Gunoer WiLkinson somewhat improperly referred to his command-
ing officer, Lr Gen Sir Gerald Graham KCB VC RE! Fina1ly, on
page t47 (1ine 37) HMS SULTAN, at the turn of this century, was
one of five old fl"oating hulks moored at the l{ardway Jetty in
Gosport to form the Boy Artifieer Training Establishment known
coLlecti.vely as HMs FISGARD; the others being ISPARTIATET,
fTERRTBLET ! 'HTNDUSTANT and 'TRUANTT.

A photograph that appeared on page 47 of Volunq IX No 2 issue
has caused some confustion in the pest, thac thankfulLy has now
been sorted out by one of our members, Captain Leslie W Bridger RM..

On seLecting this i,llustration tr had become aware of conflicting
capti.ong to it in other publications and therefore cautiously
kept mine somewhat ambiguous, as a precaution! The site was in
fact a farm eompound about one mile west of AnfrevilLe, a long
way from Mervill"e, and the men of I SS Brigade are from the
Roya!. Corps of SignaLe.....not Royal Marines or Parachute Regi-
ment, as variously suggected! The men in the left foreground are
cipher cterks of the I SS Bde InteLligenee Section, and the mar!
using the haBd microphone of a 22 set is now Co1 B A Beattie, who
was then a colleague of Lesliers on Lord Lovatrs H a Staff. The
photographic department of the Imperial War Museun have thankedtour man on Ehe spotr (one of only two Royal Marine Officers with
the I SS Bde UE at the time) for clarificati.on of photograph
print (85051), and hopefully no further errors will occur in
future publications !



ECON0|VIICAL MARINES rN rHE 18ru cENruRy

(Extracts from rMilitary Collections and Remarksr - Published
by Malor Donkin New York 1777)

MARINES - (page 215)
fhic corps, rcrving by sea and land, ought to have every en-
couregenent in the poter of government, but their conatitution
ig ao defectivc at present, that it is aeither fish nor flesht
That adnirals and captaina of the navy should be generals and
colonels of oarines by way of llne-cute, is neither political or
economical. These gentlemen, comuanding the bulwarke of the
nation very deservedly have extreue emolunentary employnents in
their own departnents; witness, Greenwich; guard equadrone, and
chips; yachta; counieaioners; conptrollers; etc etc, and I dare
sayr would mogt willing1y cede all pretentions to thig corpE(so glaringly hurtful to the service) sere they sollicited t,o it
by the commandants, rhose promotion is greetly retarded, if trot
entirely stopped in the general rank, by this unnatural junble.

rn justice to the uarinee, no troops have distinguiehed them-
selves Eorer I have had the houour of serving oD ahore with theu
at Belleiste, Martinique, and never deeired to be brigaded better.
In the Maseachusetl too, they dealt destruction at Bunkerte IIi11
in return for the treacherous usage they shared from the rebele
at Lexington. r wourd recommend this body, either to be formed
into ten bsttalions, or 100 coupaniee, whichever government think
fittest for the real advantage of the nation, and to be in every
respect on the same footing with his najestyrs uarching regiments
of infantry. Let us suppose (by way of economy to a aation) an
army in the field of tsenty thougand Een proportioned in the
general method (viz. )

Infantry, above 2/3
Cavalry I I 5
Artitrlery I /24

or
or
or

t5,157
4r000

833

20,000

(+ But l/10 of this corps will be found necessary in war)
Besides engineerB' comnisaaries, hoapitaLs, bakers, waggoners,
guidea, Batmen etc etc.

20r000 infantry on English pay
et f,l8 per Ean, per annum
officers included.

360,000

But 4000 cavalry and 833 )
ertillery at f,36 per Eanr per ) l7 3r 988
annun, will auount to )

which ie not much short of haLf the charge for 2or0o0 foot. And
for extraordinaries of an active cenpaign, it will be good Eanage-
ment if they do not exceed the pereonal pay of the arry. Thegeneral (whatever the substance of his infantry, cavalry, and
artillery eoaes to) alwaye demands as uuch rore for the operations
of the field: And elthough the personal pay be double in gome
nations, to rhet it is in othera, yet thi; ie the invariable ru1e.
The state therefore, thgt gives the higheet atipend, atways
exceeds iu extraordinary expenses of war.

)
)
)



By the above calculation, forty thougand foot, exclueive of thc
rest of the troops now eerving againat the rebel colouies will
stand government in only, oae ni11ion, four hundrcd and forty
thouaaad pounds annually, and the republicaag in a great dcal
more, from the fatal eonsequences that nuBt attead their fruit-
lese opposition. Eow long they cau p8y, feed, cloath and lodge
rabble uultitudec of 72r000 (tUeir boasted nuuber) at thrt rlte,
tine uust developel

lThil passage hu been tnantcnibed {non the otiginal old englithtextl.
oOo

rROU ''TI{E DERBY MERCUBYII FRIDAY DECEMBER 25 t7 67

PORISMOUTU DECE}IBER 17

Wednesday Evening a b.arbarous murder rras committed on a Marine
belonging to the Squadron in thig Garrison. Another Marine came
to the Poor Hants Quarters about six in the evening and decoyed
hip .out, telling hin that he kuew of some snuggled goods upoc
South-Sea Common, about a Mile from this Place, near the Sea
Side, aad that it would be worth his while to go rith hirn to
seize them.

The trext moraing the Maa was found murdered in the above mentioued
P1ace. His.head beat to pieces the Scalp Almost tore off , stabbed
in several parts of the Face and eyes, supposed with a Bayonet.
The Man caue home on the MONTREAL, and had received Money due to
hin. IIe had a Silver Watch, Silver Buckles and five or six
guineas in his Pocket, when he left his quarters; his Pockete
when he llas found lrere turned inside out and the Mgrine that took
hin out hatt oot been heard of since

The Deceased was a lusty strong Man, and rtis supposed the Murder
rras not committed by one Man, as there is appearanee of the
Deceased having nade great resistance. A Publican and his wife
are taken upon suspicion of the Murder. It is supposed the Body
Iras throrrn into the seas, which carried it to the Beach where it
was found.

FROI{ ''THE DERBY MERCURY'I FRIDAY JANUARY I t7 68

Extract of a letter from Portsmouth December 2l

The coroner having sat on thF Body of the murdered Marine
mentioned in my lasto brought in their verdict "wrLFUL MURDERT',
,ld supposed by the Grenadier rhat took hirn out 6f his quarters
the evening the Murder rras perpetrated. The Grenadier was taken
!h" Evening following. IIe prevaricated grearly on his exam-
ination and denies the fact, but from tha Stro;gest Circumstances
everybody believes him ro be the Murderer. A little time will
discover, we hope, more :f the barberous Affair.



A TI^IO YEARS' CRUISE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

L2rn JUNE 1848 - 13rH sEprEMBEn 1850

By John Hopkinson, Late Private,
26E};. lonpany Royal Marines, Portsmouth Divieion.

I was enlisted at Leeds i.n the County of York on the 6th day of
December 1847,- at the age of 2l years and 3 months. I tas
attested ofl the 7th and left Leeds by express the Eame night,
arriving in London about 5 orclock the next morning. We Boon
set off again, for Portsmouth, where we arrived about 2 p.m.,
and I remained in Barracks there until ny turn came to go to sea.
On the ZZad, l(ay 1848, a draft came in for 40 rnen and I happened
to be one in that number. We rrere called out and passed the
doctor, and on the folLowing day we embarked on board Her
Britannic Majestyts Ship HOHE, l20 guns, Captain Sir James
StirLing, K.T, She had then been in commission about 12 months;
the first six months she was cruising in the English Channel,
then she was ordered back to England to take the Queen Dowager
out to Madeira. When the Queen had landed at Madeira the ship
went to Lisbon and joined the ChanneL squadron again, under
Rear Admiral Sir Charles Napier, until the Queen was ready to
re turn.

At this time they were augmenting all the Shipsr coapanies.
Previous to this tine every three-decker that carried 120 guns
had been allowed 160 Marines, and now they were augnenting them
to 200 and 800 seamen, making a Lotal of I000 men for a shiprs
company. I was one in the 40 to make up her complemeat. In a
weekfs time after we embarked we took the ship out to Spit llead,
then we got in our lower deck gun powder and shot, provisions
and water, and they served us last-comers out with a bed and
bLanket each, (We had had nothing to sleep on but the bare
decks from coming on board") They also served us out tuo
hammocks eaeh. I soon found out that shipts duty r.as 4 great
deal harder than Barrack duty, for re had to turn out every
morning at 4 a.m. while rre rrere f itting out, and we had to work
very hard the whole of the day getting the ship ready for sea.

On the lzth day of June we weighed anchor and got on the nay
about 9 orclock iu the morning. The boatswain mates piped Hands
up Anchor, so rf,e manned the capsten as many as could get to.
The band rras ordered on deck, and we kept time with our feet as
the band played. There were a great many boats round about usr
several who had come out from the harbour to take their farewell
of some of the ship I's compatry. Some had f athers and mothers ,
some brothers aad sisters, some wives and children. It was
almost heart-reoiling to see some, how they clung to each other
up to the very last. As for me, I had nobody near to come to
see me (I was 300 miles alray from any of my friends, and I
thought at the time it was almoet as lrel1 it was so.)

Atl'!this passes array, and rre find ourselves sailing on with a
fair steady breeze round the Isle of Wight, \ratching the porpoises
rolling and leaping around, and the shiprs band playing every
night merrily down the coast of Portugal and of Spain, and in l4
days from England lre arrive at Gibraltar. It is just duek when
all hands are calling out ttThe Rock is in sight". There r{as a
fair windr so \{e sailed on against the stroflg eurrent and we passed
by, seeing very little of the Rock and we took to the Barbary Coast
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keeping to the African coast a1l-
the wayr never Long out of sight
of it. I^Ie arrived in Malta on
the lTth Ju1y, and left again
the following day to go in
search of the F1eet. We cruised
about a few days, then we feIl
in with the Fleet just off
Palermo. When we left Matta we
made for the coast of SicilY
which lies straight ahead, and
on the third day we came in
sight of Moun't Etna.

We sail on down the channel,
with the most glorious scenery
disclosing itself at every point,
but Etna seems to absorb all
ti11 at length it disappears and
we come into the beautiful
Straits of Messina, also Palermo,
and it is here that Tre falL in
with the Fleet. The following
are the names of all the ShiPs
belonging to the Fleet at this
tirne: -

j,:i i

,,*n-,
-:"{ t; I

- {:l':

H.M. Ship HIBERNIA 120 guns , A cotlpo)La.L in ttrz unidorLn o {
bearing the flag of Vice thlt pettiod
Adniral Sir William Parker'GCB, (Chanlea C Staddenl
the QUEEN I I 6, the RODNEY 84 

'VANGUARD 84, VENGEANCE 84, POWERFUL 84, then there ltas the ship
to which I belong, the HOI.IE 120, and there lrere turo French line
of battle ships rrith usr'besides a few smaller ships, We sailed
on together, sometines in line of battle order and Bometines all
in abreas t.

trle sailed on round the point of Sieily on our way to NapLes' Past
the Lipari Islands, one of which (Strouboli) is a very active
volcano. We are adniring the formation of the clouds that hang
over the Sicilian coast, when we perceive there is a mountain up
among them, round which they are gathered, and to our infinite
surprise and delight, glorious o1d Etna comes out of her cloud
chanbers aod stands there fulL to view for at l-east some 50 mi1es,
Looking if possible grander than when we first beheld her.

The next day we saiL into the Bay of Naples. It is said to be
the finest and most beautifuL bay in the world, and certainly it
woul.d be difficult to find another to surpass it. There is
Vesuvius smoking on the one side, with vineyards and dwetlings
haLf way up the ascent. At t.he foot of it on the side furthest
from us is Pompeii which was buried by ail eruption rather less
than 1800 years ago, and at its foot nearest to us is a city
built on Herculareum, another buried city, as this perhaps may
be buried in its turn. There just before us in the curve of the
bay is Naples itself. Its streets, as we see them from the ship,
seem ful1 of 1ife, and its buildings rising uP one above another,
some of the domes and spires of the churches shining in the

ll
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sunlight like'burnished gold. I, of course, had a strong desire
to go on shore, but I knev I should have to wait sone time for
this privilege. Our officers began going on shore very'ehortly
af ter rre dropped anchor, and in a f ew weeks, af ter lre had gone
through sorne slight repairs, to my great delight they coumenced
giving teave to the men, about 3 or 4 from each me6s. It was not
very long before I got leave for 24 hours, and thie was the first
time lre had been on shore since we left England. I weot on shore
with a good mauy more, and I will just Bantion a few things we
noticed. First, all the fortifications rrere turned inwards, so
that they couLd pour destructioa in upon the city as well as upon
an eneuy without. There are four great forts, all the cannon of
which are pointed upon the city, lrhile Ehere are government build-
ings surmor.lnted by cannon in every direction, and at the ends of
some of the principle streets you see loopholes and mouths of
cannons peeping out at you in every directionr aoything bst
pleasant to behold. I think re almost saw all round Naples;
there is a very Large Barracks which we went to look Bt, where
we were told they could parade Borre 1000 soLdiers on the top.
I eaw the Ki'ngr s palace, alao the Opera llouse but I was not inside.
There is also a finc museun in Naples, enriehed not only with
works of art but with relics from Pompeii.

We stopped at Naples and round about for more than eight months.
We had not been Long in the Bay of Nap!-es bef ore the resaia'der
of the French Fleet joined us. There $ere seven English line of
battle ships and eight line of battle ehips of the French; there
were two Freneh Adniral"s and one English Adniral. There was a
war going on at the time; we could see then shipping troops from
Naples regularly, mostly to Palermo, it iras said. But what the
cau6e of this war was I as not prepared to B&Y, for men in the
Service never get to know much what is going otrr .only what they
can see. When they hear anything it generally comes out from
England either in their letters from home or newepapers. We
were at Naples on Christmas Day, and a first-class Christmas lre
had. Each mess subscribed money and had a quantity of oeat and
other things brought from ashore, and great quantities of fruit,
as fruit is very eheap in nearly all parts of the Mediterranean.
Each mess nnade a large chandelier and fi1led it witb candles,
and when they piped to dinner we lighted all our caadtes and
I-owered aL1 the ports, and the band played us ttThe Roast Beef of
Old England" while we lrere eating the roast beef of Nap1es.

Someti.ne in January the Adnipal despatched us off to different
places; our ship and another wenr to a place cal.led CasteLlamare,
one to Genoa, one Eo Messina, one to Palermo, and the AdmiraL
stopped at Naples. 0ccasionally the Adniral caLLed us aL1
together and exercised us, and the French Fleet also began to
move off but where I cannot te11. It rras said our business
there was to protect our Merchants. About the middle of April,
1849, hre weighed anchor, the whoLe of us ercept the VENGEANCE
and we lef t her t,here.

We sailed out of the Bay very nicely without any accidents and
we came down to Malta. The weather rras very hot at this time,
hotter than ever I had falt it in England. We had an awning
spread fore and aft the upper deck the whole day long to keep the
Bun off. We had searcely Let go our anchors before there were
scores of boats, cal1ed Bom boats, with fruit and other things to
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se11; they \rere crowding round the ships in all direetions. It
is the Maltese harvest when the Fleet is therel we could buy
almost anything in Malta, the same as in England.

We had not been long in Malta before we got leave to to on shore.
The day I went on shore there rrere two of my messmates besides a
comrade of mine from anot,her me6s, e native of Great Horton, the
name of Jowett. With us being used to nothing but the shiprs
decks for about 12 months, and the weather being so warm and the
roads so rough, we had no sooner Landed and walked a very short
distance but we had all the skin off our feet. I soon found out
I should not have to do much this time on shore.

There are aluays ttro English Regiments stationed in Malta,
besides a regiment of natives cal1ed Royal Malta Fencibles. At
this time there rrere the 44th and 69th Regiments lying there and
I was aware that there rrere several from Bradford and the neigh-
bourhoodr so we went to the St. Elno Fort where the 69th was
1ying, and rre met with several Yorkshiremen. At night their
bands were out on the Parade Ground, which I thought sounded
delightfuL ruore than 2,000 miLes from Old EngIand, playing rfThe

Girl I Left Behind Me" and other 1ively tunes. So I spent most
of my time on shore this time ailongst the soldiers, taLking of
home and watching the antics of some of our sailors and marines.
Some who had come on shore with ne were regularly drunk in a few
hours (a man who keeps sober may enjoy himself best in watching
their merrymaking). You might see them sometimes with great
bunches of flowers rshich they have bought fron the flower girls,
pinned in their breasts, marching 4 or 5 abreast singing with all
their night. Sometimes they will hire nearly all the boats in
the harbour and fasten them in a train, and fill the first with
music which they make play "RuLe Britanniat' for hours toBether.
Sometimes they will hire a number of horses on which they wiLl
play the rsildest f reaks imaginable, getting on the "rrpper decktt
as they call the horseIs back, not at at1 particuLar whet,her they
faee Ehe head or tai1, often preferring the Latter, and the leader
of them has a large stone tied round the horsets neck and every
grog shop they cone to he drops the stone and that is "dropping
anchor", an exampLe in which all. the Fleet follow their Admiral.

However, night comes on and rce have to Look out for lodgings.
I and my companions got what lre considered very good lodgings,
but rre had not long been in bed before something came buzzing
about us. I^Ie could not sleep, what with the heat and these
torments flying about us; rre scarcely got any sleep at all, and
when we enguired in the morning they gave us to understand that
they were what they cal1ed Mosquitos. After breakfast rre had a
walk, and I noticed that the houses are all built rlith flat roofs
and e parapet with a staircase Leading up to it, and not in-
frequently peopl-e seek relief from the heat below by sleeping
there at night. We returned on board again at about 4 orcl.ock
in the afternoon, and that nas the first time ashore in Malta.

After a time I got l.eave again, with the same companion as before,
and we were determined to go out in the country this timer so we
hired a horse each and we drove out to Cevitia Vecchia. As you
travel through the country you see the sheep and goats aLl feeding
in the same floekr you look upon the trees around and you see the
fig trees by the wayside, and the palmr loeust, vine and pomegranite.
As for oraage and lemon trees, they with their golden fruit are
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beyond all number. Then as you drive along you see a man
rploughing with what looks like two sticks, drawn by a yoke of
oxenr or an ox and ass yoked together. As for the cuLtivation
of the island, that is peculiar in one respect, that it is
nostly done in terracea, the edges of which are build up by
stones.
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(To be continued)
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CORPS I4USEUT4 PRESS NOTICES

THE SAVAGE FAMILY AND TEE ROYAL MARINES

Sir John Boscawen Savage joined the Marines in Portsmouth in 1777
having aLready sold his commission in the Arny aad fought a duel
with tri.s Commanding Of f icer. During the next 37 years ' like many
fighting men of his time, he hras setdom out of action, having
taken part in the Relief of Gibraltar, t.he Batttes of Cape IIenry
and Chesapeake and the Battle of Cape St Vincent. At the Battle
of the Nile, a round shot pierced his eide eB he was holding up
his sword but naking light of this he refused to be named on the
wounded List after the victory had been achieved. His lasE action
at Sea was at the Battle of Copenhagen but in I I I 8 he fought
another duel with his Commanding 0fficer for which he was court
martialed and disrnissed the serviee. Quickly reinstated he went
on to become the Colonel Commandant of Ehe Chatham Division and
the Deputy Adjutaat General of the Royal Marines for which he was
subsequently knighted.

Sir John is just one member of a very distinguished family which
originated in Ireland in the lTth Century. Thanks to the
generosity and help from Sir Johnrs great Sreat grandson,
Mr Patrick Savage of Burford, Oxfordshire, the Royal Marines
Museurn mounted a small exhibition to highlight the conneetion
bet,ween the Savage f anily and the Corps. It contained a number
of fascinating artefacts belonging to Sir John es ve11 as photo-
graphs, books and medals bel.onging to his grandson' Lieutenant
Colonel Earry Boscawen Savage who served in the Royal Marines
ArtiLlery during the last Century.

Appropriately, the exhibition was opened by Mr Savage at 12 orcLoek
on Tuesday 2 July 1985.

PRESENTATION OF UN STANDARD TO ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM

A UN Standard, originally belonging to the USS PERCII, was
presented to the Royal Marines Museum on board USS TICONDEROGAT
alongside in Portsmouth Dockyard, at 1000 on 28 September 1985.

USS PERCH was a troop carrying submarine which earried men from
4l Independent Commando Royal }larines on a rilid against a railway
on the East coast of N Korea during Ehe Korean War. The raid
tookrptace on 2 Aetober 1950 and lras entirely successful. The
Comnando subsequent.ly took part in many other raids from US Ships
and was aLso attached to the First Marine Division during the
famed Chosin Reservoir Action for which it lras awarded the US

Presidential Citation.

The UN Standard was preeented by Mr Alan Moody (a British Korean
trlar Veteran) with the ful1 co-operation of the US Navy and US
Marine Corps. The presentation symbolises the unique spirit of
friendship and eo-operation that existed between British and
American Servicemen during the Korean War and continues today.

It was attended by a number of veterans from 4l Independent
Commando, some of whom took part in the PERCH raid, and provided
the first opportunity they have had to get together again and
renew their contacts with the US Navy and US Marine Corps.
(neference to this acEion can be found in our Special Publication
No 8 on'41 Independent Commando - Korear by Lt Co1 Peter Thomas RM)
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INEORMATION SUPPLIED BY MR f,. EEATIIER OF LEICESTER

LEICESTER AND NOTTINGEAM JOURNAL 25 AUGUST I 780

Copy of a letter from Captain Pere Williams of his Majesty's
Ship FLORA to Mr Stephens, dared at Falmouth, the 15th August
1780.

SIR

I beg you will communicate to the Lords Comuissioners of the
Admiralty the following particulars, which I have the honour of
tranemitting to you from this port, where eontlary winds
obliged me to put in.

On Tuesday the l0th inst at half past four in the afternoon
standinginunderUshant,inquestofthef1eet,thewindat
that time about ENE we discovered through the haze a square
rigged veseel and cutter under our leer lying to with their
heads to the northward, distant from us about four niles;
whereupon lre made sai1, beat to quarters and hedged towards
them, which the ship perceiving, wore, hauled to thc wind,
backed her misgen top saiL and wai.ted our approach, the cutter
working off and on. At ten minutes past five we got abreast
of her, and within about two cables length upon showing our
colours received her fire which we instantly returned and
coutinued briskly on both sides for about an hour, graduaLly
nearing each other, when our wheel being shoE array, our shrouds,
backstays, and running rigging much cut, rre dropped on board
of her, and continued the engagement in that positioa about
15 minutes, the eneuy then desertiag their great guns attempted
to board usr but were instantly repulsed with loss, our people
boarded i.n return, sword in hand, struck their colours, and in
a short time took possession of their ship, which proved to be
a French Frigate, ca11ed La Nymphe, eommauded by the Chevalier
T\.. D^-^:- --t-^ rJ^J !L- ---^-J-- ^E !L- !- L !
Du Remain, who died the sape evening of the wounds he recpived
in the action. She is 4 years old copPer bottomedr nounts 22
guns, though pierced for 40, and her eompliment consists of
291 Eren. She had been ontry four days out of Brest, and wag
enployed upon recoDnoitriag service of that Port.

Before I conclude my letter I beg leave to add that oy officers
and people in general showed the greatest eoolness and intreP-
idityr or this occasion, and iadeed merit more enconniums thaa
I can find words to express; their conduct wi11, X flatter
rnyself meet with these Lordships approbation, and reeonomEnd
them to Eheir future favour.

I au etc

Retura of hilled
Ki1led Mr Bieset
Wounded, Mr Creed
wounded 27
Seamen since died

and wouaded on board
Midshipuan I, Seamen
Master 1, Seamen I3,

1, Marines 2

P WILTIAMS

the BLORA
6, Marines 2 Total kiLled 9
Marines 4 Total killed and
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NB. Ihe FL0RA mounted
began 250 men.

36 guns and had on board when the actioo

On board La Nynphe. Ki1led first Captain, second
Lieutenant, 3 other Officers, Eeamen and Marines
wounded. The second Lieutenantr tlto 0fficers of
voluuteers, 5 other 0fficers, Seamen and Marines
Total killed and wouaded l3l

Captain, first
60, killed , 63
Marinee, tlro
53.

LETTERS

LetterfromDEWalsh

llhilst browsiag through'soie Royal Marine Officersr service paperg
at the Publie Records 0ffice recently, r noticed the persoaal
report on one officerrs ability which struck me as being ratherironic in view of his eubsequeut achieveuents.

The report is by the commandant of the steff college in I908: ttA
nodest, Bensitive, retiring and hard working officer, with good
ability and sound commonsence.......but he wlrr be betLer iu an
office than in the field and would do well as a etaff officer ina fortreBB.rr Ref: ADM l96l62

A solid deak man judging by this report, with little hope of
naking his name on the battlefield. In actual fact the officerin question ie Lt Co1 F W Luueden RMA who secured the followingdietinctioae in the Great War:

vc
DSO with 3 cla8p8
Croix de Guerre-Belgiuu
MID (4 tines)

. Promoted Lt Co1 for dietinguishdd eerviee

Ee was aleo twice wounded, aod finatrly killed in action in Junel9l8 whiLet in eomnand of'the l4th Infsntry Brigade in France withthe temporary raak of Brigadier-General. Not a bad record for a
desk ment rn addition, a brother of f icer once lrrote ! ,tEe nagsithout exception the finest leader r have etrer met....A11 the
honoure he gained were in every ease won over and over agein.tt

Letter from Aldernaa J petteeoa Plynouth (1966)

The Devon and cornwall Royal Engiueerra Bend t of which r waeonce Baud secretary aad solo cliriuetiet, uoi"r Lieuteaantcolonel A c Rolaton aa Band preeident, purchaaed the acarlettunics of rhe Royal Mariue Band (plyuoulhi -;;;;-.n"y 
,"o. overto the presert blue uaiform. A taiior from stonehouae thenremade the tuniee to fit our bandguen, and the turnout waarea11y Bmart, Iit!, royal blue eorlar aad aleeve cuffs edgedwith I inch gold braid aad gold braid across the cheat.
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THE HARINES AT BERI{UDA

n' 6 oLdett crLown coLong, ceLebtta,ted itd
1984, and tlnit attlcle La taben {tton t|te
ated dated 2l Januang 1898, 0. ,Lepotlt on
taned Ln the VoLume 2 Na 2 editlon ol t2 editlon od the

tr?rt llrntrAf ,
ataned, Ln the VoLume) ptlon t.o the nenaning 'SHEET ANCHOR'.

The subjeets of our t,hree iLl.ustrations are provided by the
RoyaL Marine Detaehment stationed at Commissionerrs House,
Bermuda. The illustrations are interesting in two rrays. one
for the men themselves and their billet in Beruudar 4e I means
of representing to the good folks at home how universally handy
and useful a man the joLly Marine is, and how satisfactorily he
is provided for. oae reason indeed, this, lrhy the Royal Marines'
are so popular a corps from the recruiting point of view. The
Marines of the Bermuda Det,achment that we see here are practicalLy
all men who have done active service afloat or with the l{ome
Divisions, and are enployed under the Works Department of rhe
Adniralty. Alt are men selected for character, good servicer and
special proficiency ia various trades - as carpentersr masonst
smiths, plumbers, painters, 88ltyers, and so oo. By them a great
part of the work that is done on Ireland Island, Bermuda, is
performed, from the construction and maintenance of houses and
official buildings, skilled labour in the various shops in the
dockyard, and the repair of roads and rifle ranges, down to
weekly attendance at infantry and gunnery dri11s, and the breeding
and fattening of ducks and chickens for home eonsumption and the
marke t .

Our first photograph shows a group of the detachment, with three
officers in the centre, and non-commissioned officers, aLL of the
saue corps, on either side. The tlro plain clothes men shown are
uembers of the corps who hold the positions of foreman of works
and leading hand of smiths.

Typlcat g,Loup od the 'l,latinet a.t Eettmuda
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Our second i1
Royal Marines

lus tration shows
at Bermuda, and

the commanding officer of the
sergeants of Marines serving there.

The Commandant,, RogaL l,laninur. Bettmuda, a.nd Serlgea,ntt

Our third illustration shows the canteen committee of the Bermuda
Marine Detachmentr.with the donkey ?nd cart that is a special
care of the drummer of the detachnent; also one of the canteen
coits' a special care of the cook, who is seen standing just behind
her.

The Roqat Matine Canteen Committ.ee at. Betmuda

At Bermuda island a cow is apparently an object of interest and
attention that would pLeasantLy surprise the bovine denizens of
our fields at home.

A second way in which our illustrations are of interest is more
general, and, if we may 60 saX, nationat. Bermuda is oue of our
strongest fortresses, and the principal base for the British

*1 -;lTi.:;E
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America squadron. The island grouP of the Bermudas, i.n addition
to its magnificent strategi.cal po'sition in mid-ocean, is pecu-
liarly fitted by Nature as an impregnable fortress-

It is noteworthy that quite recently special measures have been
taken to add to the defences of. Bermuda, and at the Present time
the isLand group has been fortified with modern guns, and by
means of approved scientific appliances, until its irnpregnability
is said to be aesured.

The Naval forces at the island have aLso been added to, and an
iron-cl.ad ram, the ttEotsputtr, rearmed and ref itted up-to-date,
has been recently placed as guard-ship there' with a fLotilla of
torpedo-boats and thro destroyers, and measures are at this moment
i" progress for adding to the dockyard aecommodation at Bernnuda
on a large sca1e.

oOo

RECORDS OF THE BOROUGH 0F NOTTINGHAI'{ 1807

TransDortation for theft

Whereas at this present General Quarter Session of the Peace
Daniel Su11ey $ras convicted of Grand Larceny (in stealing one
siLk handkerehief of the value of four shillings the properEy
of George ALmond the etder, George Almond the younger and
William Chapnan) IE is now thereupon Ordered and adjudged by
this Court that he...sba11... be trensported as soon as
conveniently may be to such parts beyon{ the Seas as his
l,lajesty by and with the advice of his Privy Couneil. shal1 think
fit for the space and term of seven years to be compLlted from
thd time of his Conviction above specified, and that in the mean
tine he sha11 be committed to the Common Gaol...there Eo remain
in safe and secure Imprisonment until such transportation can be
effected.

SuLLeq had alnaadg been convlc*Ad o,{ grlx"nd La-nceny on 17 -JuLg1806,- when he wat gLven penmlstlon to ent-i6t Ln.the Rogal
Maninet, and u)al enllated Ln ope.n Couttt bq Capt.aln |wQ-n, 0'6
the Pontrmout.h givition, having been prL"viluELA adiudge"d 6Lt.
don aerLvice, Tl'Le lnapecton o {- Reertultt, howeveL, ,Le6u^ed ts
Lo.he hlm, o.nd he ze{uLed to e.itetl into geneua"L Ae,Lviee. An 16
Actoben, SuLLeq havlng bg thon vat-unteened to 6e.tlve on boand'
o.ng bhip o{ watt, ttte Aount ondened hlm t.o be t.ahen to HULL, t0
be- entto'Lled in t.he Navq; thout-d he bz ttzlected dgaln, t.l'te GaoLetL
wa6 t.o eonve.A him to the lat-e o{ $}ight, t.o bz e"nt-Lated in the
Anmq. Evidznttg a,Lt theaz eddoitt Lo diapote ad him had [elLe.d,
a.nd l,te had neLap[ed i-nto ctlime.

EXTRACT FROM NOTES

o0o

OF TIIE ELLISIS OF ENGLAND SCOTLAND AND
IRELAND I

1811. Obit on board
Lieutenant of Marines
1759. Stephen E11is
Marines.

IIMS REPUTSE Oct 24"
, Soo of Mr John E

Gentr appointed 1st

Mr. Willian El1ig
E1:.is of Birninghan
Lieutenant in the
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THE ROYAL IVIARINES IN THIS I.IAR (HH2)

By Lt Co1 W P Drury CBE RI't

In the 0fficersr Mess of the
contemporary eopy of an 0rder
0ctober 28, 1664. It brought
of Foot, and is in effect the
Marines of today.

Royal Marines at Chatham is a
in CounciL of Charles II, dated
into being the Maritime Regiment
birth certificate of the Royal

,Within a few months of its birthday the regiment was in action
with the Dutch. During the 280 years which have passed since
its baptism of fire the intervals have been rare in which it
was not fighting, nainly in small units, by sea or land some-
where on the planet. In addition to eountless minor engage-
ments on both elements, its record comprises most of the
historic land battles and all the naval ones of that period.
As the eoloured strand is twigted with dockyard rope the
scarlet thread of lts story has been from its beginning contin-
uously woven with English history. To the Corps motto Pen
md,,Le, perl tetLtlam - aerlemqtre might now be f ittingly added. For,
as in the last trIer, Marines are fighting in.the Fleet Air Arm.

So varied and world wide have been their performances in the
present drama that within the compass of a magazine article they
can only be pictured in random thumbnail sketches. Personal
names must be omitted. llhere so many of the chorusr aPart from
the principals, have played star turns, at1 or none should be
mentioned, and the former is impossible.

Almost from the day they lrere raised it has been the recognised
rol.e of the Marines to be first in the danger zone and last to
leave it if at alL. A notable feature of their story to-day
is the continuance of that tradition

After the German invasion of Norway, forces of Royal Marines and
seamen, at1 under the command of R.M. officers, occupied Namsos,
Andalsnes and Aalaund in advance of our Army. They included a
searchlight unit and A.A. battery, both R.M., and in due course
ensured the successful withdrawaL of the British troops. The
versatility of their training also enabled the Marines to help
the R.A.F. to improvise air bases. For these hazardous tasks
they gained several decorations.

The adventures of the Sea Regiment in Norway alooe would furnish
enough material for another odyssey. would that there were a
Homer to use it! There is the hunt of the Relalution'6 Marines
over snow mount,ains for German airmen who had made a forced
landing with six British prisoners. The abandoned tplane having
been found, the enemy was evenEually tracked to a distant village
in the snows: and the story ends with a simultaneous frontal and
rear att.ack, the capt,ure of its German garrison and the rescue
of the prisoners.

And there are the five Marines who added yet another leaf to the
laurels of their Corps. On the last day of the Br.itish evacuation
tt o platoons of the Royal Marines and one from the Green Howards
held a position covering the retirement of an aruy btigade from
verma. They \{ere commanded by a young R.M. subaltern, and his
orders were to hang on ti11 9.30 p.m., when the final withdrawai
would take p1ace.
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The little force had arrived at 4 p.m.r and sinee the road in
front of the position llas reported to have been deEtroyed, an
encounter with the Germans was not anticipated. But at six
orclock they suddenly appeared in conBiderable numbers.
Unauthorised orders, probably by fifth column agents, caused
'the najority of the force, including the traneport, to withdraw,
leaving the subaltern, a corporal and three uen atone to hold
the road to Verma. Thqir total armanent were tvo Lewis guns
and a couple of riflest

"For three-and-a-ha1f hours these gaLlant Marines succeeded in
holding up a strong enemy foree and in deceiving it as to their
numbers. They nere under congtant mortar and machine-gun fire.
Yet aot untiL the tiae stated in hie orders - 9.30 p.n. did
the subaltern withdrau. By this action the successful evacuation
of the British troops at Andal6aes with astonishingly snall
casualries was made possible. rr Etitain'a Gl-oniaud Navg (0dhamt s
Prees ttd. )

Another characteristic of .the Corps is its perfect organisation
for sudden emergency. At one-and-a-helf hoursr notice a detrch-
ment from Chatham held the llook of Hollaad to enable an Arny
battalion to Land and evacuate members of the Dutch Royal Fanily
and Government. Similar lightning landings lrere uade aEBoulogne
and - with heavy casualties Calais: and within six days of
receiving its entirely unexpected ordere at a eatnp in the Eouth
of England a force of Royal Marines had occupied seventy niles
of the coast of Icelaad. The Faroe Islands trere also held by
the Corps pending the arrival of the Army.

At sea the I'larines, who man a large quota of the gunc of the
tr'1eet, have shared in every major battle frorn the River Plate
to Cape Matapan. In the Gnad Spez fight aLoue they gained eight
awards and five mentione in despatehee. And from a hundred sea
adventurea one picks a Majorts 25O-rni1e voyage from Crete in an
unsteerable, {angerously overcrowded boat, jury-rigged with
blankets, and with relays of men going overboard to push her on
course. It should rank among the notabta boat voy&ges of, history.

A pleasant tribute was paid to the Corps by the Colonel command-
ing the 2nd Battalion Argyll and Sutherland HighLanders, when the
200 Royal Marine survivors f rom the PLLnee oi lilatet and Repulae

'joined that regiment ia Malaya. "We never want better compsnionsr"
he wrote, ttor nore ef f icient. t' In Burma the Royal Harinea were
nainly employed in denying the Irrawaddy to the eneny, and wcre
frequently ia action with the Japanese. In Madagascar fifty
Marines from a battleship landed by night in rear of the French
position and eaptured a naval headquartersr 8tr artillery depot
and several hundred prisoaera. The subsequent fa11 of AntBirane
vas largely due to the eurprise assaul.t of this smal1 force"
The entire land operatione rrer.e under the e ommand of a Maj or-
General of the Royal Marines.

Throughout their history the Marinee have conrtanttry formed the
spearhead of an attaeking force; to then the comnando i.s no
lnnovation of modern warfate. Zeebrugge $ael an outstanding
instance in the last !rar: in this one they took part'in the raid
oa Dieppe, and a battalion of the Corps made an anphibi.ous assault
on Tobruk. But their crowning feat of arrns in the present drama
was the epic rearguard aetion in Crete.
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Among our troops who held that island in l94l were 2r000 Royal
Marines. All were specialists - coast defence aad A.A. gunners,
searchlighE personneL and signallers. They were al-so the Bost
highly trained infantry perhaps ia rhe world. when their guns
and searchlights lrere put out of action they reverted to the
rifle and bayonet, which the Royal Marine, wherever he goea,
whatever his job, always earriea with hin. rroagination was
profoundly stirred by the Last stand of that superb Bea infantry
,lot fighting an overwhelmingly polrerful enemy in Alpine con-
ditionsr and at the cost of more than half its numbeis, enabled
the bulk of the withdrawing garrison to reach safety. on the
last night it nas found impossible to embark the surviving
Marines. They were left to their fate upon the island.

speaking officially in London, the First Lord of rhe Admiralty
said, "They have been tried to the linit in every quarter of
the globe, and they have never failed. rn the last hours of
the fierce battle of crete it was the Marines vho fought the
rearguard action, never fLinching and never yielding. They
suffered gtievous lossea and proudly sustained the imnortal
traditions of their Corps. "
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IIHEN THE [vlARI|(lES I,IANNED THE GUNS By David c coLLyer

The date was Augus t 22ad, 1940. Over southern England the
Luftwaffe $as locked in combat with the RAF to gain air
supremacy prior to the mounting of Operation Sealion. In the
haibours of Calais, BouloSoer Dunkerque and Ostende the lines
of barges a\raited the signal to set sail, while along the coest
of the Pas de CaLais feverish work proceeded to ready the German
long-range guns to bombard the shores of Kent in suPport of the
invag ion.

In the underground War Room beneath Whitehali" the Pri.me Minister'
Winston Churchill, waited for a special teLephone call informing
hin that one of his pet anti-invasion schemes had been puE into
operation. When it came it wa8 short and to ttre point:

hsuna thia mvtlning
dinect hit.n
hit, on utlla.t?"

nl have to in{onm Ulu, Sin, that at 09.45t\llnnlet $Lned het dfurt thot. ' Lca,Ling e

"Goodr" came the grorrled reply, "A diteet
t'0n Fndnce, Sittl"

Most people, even those Living in Kent, will associate the Corps
of Royal-Marines with the R.oyal Navy, as since their formation
as The Duke of York and Albanyrs Regiment in 1664, they have
been known as Britainra osea Soldiersf. What may not be so well
known is their association with heavy arti!.1ery, although they
have been manning shiprs guns since lBO4, and even trained navatr
gunners until I 859.

After the evacuation of Dunkerque, and the occupation of the
Channel Coast of France o the Germans started to constrtlet f or"lr
long-range gun batteries in the Cap Gris Nez area, and noved up
sori K.5 railway guns to Calais" Winston ChurchilL decided that
the British coastat defenceg needed etrengthening, and proposed
that long-range guns be instaLled ne&r Dover to provide protect-
ion against the expected invasion fleet, also for Eha bombard-
ment of the German batteriies. (This wa3 firsE mooted in l9l8
when Ehere were plans f or two l8 in. guns to be moa.lnted et SE

Margaretts Bay to bombard the t'reaeh coasE rrhcn it Looleed as if
the Germans would break through our defeneee a3.ong the coast")

The only barrets (or pieceB as they are known) avaiLable were
from four 14 in. B.L. Mk VII ex-navaI guhs from Worl"d tJar One
battleships. But only two mountings were available. The p).ans
for the instalLation of the guns were formuLated on June l4eh
1940, the site being in the valley behind Ehe viLlage of St
I'Iargaret I s at Clif f e, near Dover - the nearest point to the
French coast. Work started on the o1d St Margaret's golf eourse
oR June 248h, while games were still being played on the course.
As well as the acEual guns, corlsfruetion work srarted on obser-
vation poBtE, fire control- buildings, shel1 stores, power houees,
coumunications, shelters and living acco&modation.

Because of the weight o"F.the mountings and Ehe pieces, a railway
track was laid from the oLd spur line from Martin Mil.1 station
to Dover Harbour at Bere Farm, running along the valley to crosE
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the main road to the viLlage near Townsend Farm. Three heavy
lifting railway cranes, the oaly ones in the country, rrere
enpLoyed for the erection of the gun8, the mountings being
deLivered by raiL after bridges en route had been Etreugthened.
the pieces lrere delivered by gun barges tGogt and tMagogt to
sittingbourue and thence by rail to st Margaretta. The-roounting
for the first gun (christened rwinnier in the pMts honour) wae
derivered on July lOth and the piece installed by August 7th.
Th" eecond gun (ca11ed fpooht by association with rwinnier) wa8
io positioo by the end of rhe year and ready for firing by
February 8th 1941, I{inston having made frequent visits to check
on Progress.

i

rwinniet $as housed in a steel barbette or gun ghelter with apitched roof, but rpooht had no overhead protection. some ideaof the size of the task can be gauged from the Btatistics forthe various parts of the instaliations: the nountings trere intwo Bections 
".g! wcighing 7s rons; rhe eradles reigf,ed l5 ronaand the pieeea 97 tong each; the mounting ateo had ; zo roncounterneight. .Loading wae by a derrick nounted behind the gunwhieh lifted the she11i from inall railway rro1leys. The wholeoperation being carried out while overhead ueseerLchnitr fighiersand Junkers dive-bombera were engaged by Spitfire and Hurricanesquadrons. on more thaa one occasion ti," iites nere nachine-gunned and dive-bonbed, luckiLy with only a few caaualtiee and1itt1e damage. The Gernan grns were in action by Aulust l2thand added to the dif f iculties, and the f ollorying'.orrlh tl,tinnie t

Iras shelled and civilians and servicemen ki11ed aad wounded.
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An elaborate latticework of scaffola polee supported painted
lrire-woo1 inpregnated neEting over the guns to act as camoufLage,
rrhile as an extra aid to deception, two dumay gung, with the
saoe overhead camouflage, wetre installed but with a telegraph
pole acting aB the piece. Again, this sork had to be carried
out in full view of the enenuy and it is rumoured that on one
occasion the Luftwaffe dropped a wooden bomb o$ one of the
dummies. The camouflage work was carried out, by speeialists
previousLy ernployed in film set construction under the direction
of Sir Jaspar Maskerlayne, the well known srag€ il1uei.onist.
To add to the make believe, the railway line to rPooht sas
extended'to the dummy gun qsing spare sleepere and lengths of
railway 1ine.

When the guns were ready they lrere handed over to a detachment
of Royal Marinee under the command of Lt Co1 H D Fellows DS0,
as tAr Battery Royal Marine Siege Reginent" It was Lt CEl
F'e11ows who had the honour of firing the firet nhot, from England
to France and to report the fact to Winston ChurchilL. Normally
the range of the l4 in. Uk VII B.L. g{!n was not suff,icient to
reach France, but a method of rsuper-chargingr uoing extra
cordite was devised to increase the raflge by one-third, iPooh't
now being able to fire some 48r000 yarda (27.1 miles). Ilowever
there hrere drawbacks, the rsuper-chargingr caused the ritling
in the linings to wear excessiveLy, and by the middle of December
1940 rWinnier, already welL rrorn on the rangee before installation,
had to have the piece replaced after firing only 47 rounds, this
being done between 22nd-29th of the month
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Protection for the ingtallations wes provided by tro naval
Pom.Poms aB well as tewis machine guns and local Royal Artillery
ack-ack batteries. The offer by a Royal Marine corporal to be
hoisted aloft in a balloon to try and shoot down the dive-
bombers with a Lewis gun was declined! A drrwback to effective
counter-battery work was the lack of facilitiee to record.,the
fa11 of shot and thus adjust ranging. Euring rhe initial
bonbardments of the Germanrguns an Avro Anson spotting plane waedispatched to calais for aii obeervarion post wlrk, bit waaattaeked by enemy fighters and danaged so it had to carry out aforced landing behind rWinniet.
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tWinnier and rPoohr cerried out c6unter boahardments when Britieh
convoys Eiere being paaeed through the Straitg of Dover, and were
later used againet coaetal targets such a8 the Advanced Landing
Ground at St Inglevert in September l94l when a Lysander from
No 26 Squadron wac used for spotting. The Germana were equipped
rith Bore guns but had relatively little succe8o, apart from
severing the railway line to Martih I.{i11 on Augu'st t6th 1942.
The worst boabardment wae on November 9th 1942 when rPoohfsf
ready Eagezines $ere hit, aB nas the power house for ttr{innier.
The wotrst dauage was at the local ack-ack site where I I eoldiere
rrere ki11ed.

Another drawback wae thst the guns lrere not tied into the fire
controL p&otting room situated under Dover Castle and they had
a elow rate of fire. There rrere probleme with fPoohrgr loading
and rauming gearr replaced in November 1942, and they could not
be uaed against enemy shipping unless the vessel wae stationary.
Thus on l2th February 1942 nhen rhe $cu^e,nNuoRsI, GNEISENAU and
PRINZ EUGEN uade their daeh up the Channel frorn Brest, one shell
from eech gun lrao fired blind at 30r000 yarde range. Also a
shortage of suitable anmunition prevented them being ueed as
effectively as they night have been.

Tro additional long-range guna were inetaLled at Wanstone Farm,
on the seaward gide of tlJinnie I , these being l5 inch B.L. gsrr
manned by the B.oyal ArtilLery and tied into the fire control
syotem and with radar plotting. These nere ready for eervice
by l3th August l9rl2 and took up counter battery work and by
July 1943 the R,oyal Mar.iae t s guns were put into I Care and
Maintenencet. By Uarch 19144 the Elag 0fficer Counanding Dover
rras querying the need f or the retention of .140 RH perEonnel to
man the guns rhen there Bras a requirement Gor 90 Royal ttarines
for tOverlordt (the D-Day Invasion). But an appendix added by
the Direetor of Locia1 Defence to the abov,e on the 3rd August
pointed out that nThe ttequizement wit-?. esntinue 60 l-ong ab the
Gerlmana nqg,Le.gulte to tun the gauntlet og the Stnaitt 0d govet,
and the matlz theitt Land" connuni-eatlona Ln t.he $leat e,Le dla,Lupted
a"nd dlaongd.nlaed, the notLe LibeLE th,eE etLe t0 ha,ue,LLeau,LEe.to
movernent bq waten'\ . In f act I Winnie ! and t sooh ! hed carried out
counter battery fire while convoys for ttie invasion were passing
through the Straits on 6th June 1944.

$linnle Ln aetlon.
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But the real moment of glory for the Royal Marine gunners was
yet to come. I,lith the retreat of the Germans along the Channel
coast, the rChannel Gunst came into their own. As the Canadian
lst Army neared the German installations both Wanstone and the
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RM guns took up counter battery work with a vengeance. By noll
it \ras possible to have air observation over targets across the
Channel, which the Luftwaffe had denied before, also a direct
wireless contacE from the AOP aircraft to the Coast ArtiLlery
Ops Room at Dover CastLe was establieh6d, via 540th RA Coast
RegE Ops Room to both Wanstone and the RM battery. Counter
bombardment vork was carried out by rI{inniet and rPoohr on
Calais during the German evacuation, while on the following day
Wanstone joined in. on l6th August 1944 Target A.6 (German
battery) was engaged with the heLp of an aircraft.

The foL lowing day, despite a misfire on I Winnie I s I seeond sa1vo,
both targets B. l2 and 8.7 (railway guns) were engaged as well
as gun batteries. 0n this occasion ttie Royal Marineg obtained
four hits and a straddle on A.6; one hit out of l5 rounds on
B.l2 and four hits from l8 rounds on 8.7 in the morning in
support of the assault on Boulogne. During the afternoon A.6
was engaged again and the RM Battery fired 55.rounds, obtaining
seven hits, one of which was direct on No.2 gun. The lSth saw
bad visibility during the day, so no AoP flights could be done,
but on l9th, 72 rounds were fired close to target A.3 at Cap
Gris Nez, some 25 hits being reported by the AOP aircraft as
"Both gunA dlnect hitd, d, Ll.,Lge exploaion {oLlou)ed}'. PossibLy
this latter target r4ras an ammunition dump and the explosion was
felt on this side of the Channel.

The last day of operations was on 20th September 1944, when 42
rounds \{ere fired from I 100 hours and 1342 hours on a close
target given as tNeverlwafers | (F1ane throwers) in the vicinity
of Cap Gris Nez, six hits being obtained. As aL1 available
ammunition had now been used upr firing ceased and the AOP air-
craf t t s concluding message read t'Congn"atulation,s to gun crleu)L
on excet-Lent tltooting" .

Shortly after the lsar, the two RM guns were dismantLed, and very
1itt1e remains to show where they were: some power houses and
Fire Command post, a pi11 box and vague traces of the rail 1ines,
a magazine and the site of one of the dummy guns. It is onLy in
the memories of the more elderly villagers, who remember having
to open their windows whenever the guns fired, that the days
when t Tlne l,la.tined Manned the Gund ' are sti11 cherished.
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