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FLANK COTVIPANIES, BRITISH ITARINES, 1774-7776

B]'It. Charles McBarron and John R. Elting
(submirred by t^l R (BitLy Bob) Crim - RMHS)

I,Ihile British marines were not unknown to colonial America,
their first appearance in considerable numbers was at Boston
in 1774 (l).GeneraL Thomas Gagers army there requiring reinforce-
ments, an improvised battalion of fewer than 400 marines hras
hastily dispatched, without gaiters or watchcoats. Their camp
equipment, tents, and spare cLothing turned up in Rhode Island.
However, their commander, the able and popular Major John
Pitcairn, drilled and fathered them into a first-c1ass unit (2).
They took part in the Lexington-Concord brawl, with 74 casualties
out of 336 ef f ectives. I,ihen some 700 additional marines arrived
in May 1775, Pitcairn reformed his force into the tst and 2nd
Marine Battalions, organised on the seme basis as British
infantry regiments, with Army pay and rations. Each formed two
flank companies, one of Light infantry, one of grenadiere. These
were then detached to serve with the armyts provisional. battalions
of grenadiers and Light infantry.. The entire Ist Marine BattaLion
and the fLank companies of the 2nd Battalion rrere engaged at
Bunkerrs Hi11.

In early 1776, the marine battalions and Light infantry companies
were heLd at Halifax while the two grenadier companies went off
to Long Island (3). In 1777, the light companies rook part in
the attack on Machias, Maine. Subsequently, aL1 marines nere
ordered back to England for fleet duty.

The present (since 1802 "Royalt') marines had been organized in
1755. AvailabIe sources do not indicate when the first grenadier
companies lrere authorized, though they may well have existed in
l76l (4). The first mention of light infantry appears to be at
Plynouth in 1772, when the captain of HMS ALBION proresred that
his marine detachment had not been issued coats and hats. The
marine commandant there had to explain that they rdere light
inf antry tt. . . in consequence of which their coats rrere cut e horter
than the rest of the companies (and the) lace was taken off the
llatts to make Bands, Loops, and Tassels (f or their caps)...tt(5)
Since the British Army had reintroduced light infantry companies
in l77l, it uay well be that the marines folLowed suit. Obviously,
it was new to the ALBIONT s captain.

See t'Hecton Vaughan and HLa Fortt.g I'lanlnea,' bA Geonge. S Saua^tl,
MitLtang CoLt-eeton d,nd Hiatonian, FatL, 19I0.
?itcaltn .(o.und hia men Ahont.en t.han the ave,La.ge aoldlzn and
,Le.conmended t.ha,t no motLe men underl 5' 6" be en:tiyt.ed.

3, E,Lic L Mandend, "The BattLe 06 Long |atand,,, Monnoutll Beach,
N J 1978, pp 44-45. Tlte gttenadiena had a Lieut,ena.nt and 21
men captu,Led wh.en they bLundeted Lnto the bl,ue-unl$onmed
Delwane ContlnentaL Regiment. underL the LmptetELon that. Lt waa
d Hedaldn unit.

4. Adtet thz attd,cb on BeLLeLtte 066 the wett. coa,6t.
1.761 , the Fnench garl,Lison ,LepotltedLg spahe od the
Lnvol-ved d,$ t'?etita Gnena,die,L6."

1.

2.

oi Fnance Ln
narLlneA

5. Cgttil- Fie.Ld, t'Bnitalna Sea, Sotdiett,s,t, l, London lqZ4, p,1.65.
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The marin-esr uniform \^ras red, faced white, with white waistcoat
and breeches; haLf -gaiters srere r{orn unless Long ones were speci-
fied in orders. Lace was white with a red and blue stripe o, its
right side. stocks lrere b1aek. rndividual equipment apparently
was identieal with that of the Army. Enlisted marines I buttons
were of pewter, possibly with the incised design of a fouled
&nchor as is established for c 1780. Marines of the battal.ion
companies IiIore their hair in the eonventional queue; grenadiers
and light infantrymen had theirs "p1urted" (plaited) and tucked
up under the caps (6). Flank companies had "wingst'on their
coats.

The grenadiersr black bearskin caps also followed Army speci-
fications, but carried the marinest speeial badge of ;'rn" Anchor
and startt, surrounded by a 1aure1 wreith granted Ehem for valor
at Belle rsLe. For reasons unexplained, the Light infantry cap
badge had oak Leaves instead of 1aure1 (7). hlhen the grenadier
companies were formed at Boston, fur eaps were sent out from
England under the charge of a Captain Walker (8).

Officers had silver Lace and buttons. Orders in 1773 specified
a ttshoulder sword Be1t, with clasp and pouch to be worn over the
coat, the same as the Pte (enListed) Men" for light infantry
officers (9). The c I 780 officers I buttons were bone-baeked with
a silver face, carrying the design of a fouled anchor within a
wreath, and a scalloped edge. There is no clear agreement on the
design of the off icerrs belt ttcLasprt. In Apri7- l7A4 it riras
ordered changed to "buckLes and sLidesr'. which shortly thereafter
I^rere def initely replaced by belt plates. General agreement is
that the f irst clasps lplates were ovaL, probably with an anchor
design, as shown in contemporary paintings of naval officers.
considering the marinesr dispersed service, there probably was
some variation. 0b1ong prates with a crorrn-and-lion device
appeared in c 1782 (10). As it was not usual for flank company
officers to wear wings until c 1805-1806, our flank company
of f icers has ttro epaulettes, a distinction all.owed grenadier
officers in the 1768 warrent and quickly adopted by those of the
f.ight inf antry companies ( I I ).

As too often happens, shortly after this text and plate were
eompleted, Fe11ow Londahl.-smidt, who is preparing an article for
the t'JournaL" on these marine battalions, sicrlred additional
information about the flank companies.

6, lbid p.164.
7 , ExampLea o{ battt

0 {.(Leen-a I llea ^ at.
F izLdt' wo n-fz.

tgpea oi headgean wQ.rLe p,Leteftved Ln the
?ontdmouth. ?hotognapht a,Le ahown in

8. C,ayttaln UlaLlzett waa Lnatnuet.ed to aee that the gttenad,ien capldid ryg+ get. wet otl Aud.dett.dama.ge duting the vo-t1age; whenev'en
poAtibL-e, lte wa.,s i.o ait tl,tem, -

9. FieLd, op eit.
1 0. H G Pa.ttlzqn, " shouldet Bel-t Plat.et and ButtonEtt , t 9i6,pp 240-4r
I I . H |ahea-Jonea "Winga't , Jouttnal o 6 tlne Soeletg [ott Atmg

HittoticaL Re,seaneh, Januatq l gZ3, pp 7 - B-. 
-
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The t'reinf orcement" that arrived in May, brought along wi th .caPs
and equipment for 20 pioneersrswords f;; 180 grenadiers And 162

each of hateheEs and cases, hornes and slings, and shot bags for
the Light infantrY.

We heartily thank Fellows George F G Stanley, Eric I l'landers and
Donald M Londahl-Smidt, as well as Barry Rieh and David Taylor
of Parks Canada, for their aid.

TLtit antlele and plate appeaz bq coulltetA 0,6 The Companq 06
tlLLLta.zq Hiatonia'na, We,s'tbttoob, Connectieut A6498 USA.

oOo

Bunhett HLLL DLottama
depletlng I'tai Jchn
P Lt.caitn, cammands.rL
o { MatLlnst lcentnel ;
pie,s ent ed to tha RM

lAuaeum in 1976 bU
tlne mdhen l'lilze
{t)Ll.Liamt, a. donmet
RMR 0{{Lcon.

MARINE RECRUITING POSTER 1776-1783

During Ehe American War of Independenee, Ehe foll-owing advert-
isement appeared in Ehe Ipswich Journal of 26th February 1780.
This newspaper, now defunct, had a wide eirculation in Suffolk
and Essex.

VOLUNTEERS
For the First Division of Marines.

Tr{enty Recruits are wanted immediately Eo complete
the 3lst Company, Commanded by Captain Shairp.

Now is the time for young men of spi.riE to gain honour and make
their fortune by captures from the enemy. The superior advantages
attending the marines t service are well known; particularly at
this time, when our ports are crowded (sic) with French and Spanish
Prizes. Marine Soldiers have every advantage of his Majestyrs royal
bounty, excellent clothing, arms and accoutrements with the addition
of provisions found them gratis when on board ship, besides their
fu11 pay; and when in serviee, they share in pxize-money equal. to
able seamen; Ehese are advantages well known, and can be testified
by many in Ehis county, who have made their fortunes in Ehe 1ast,
but more particuLarly i.n the pr.esent war. A11 under the age of 4O,
and above the size of 5 feet 3 inches, will meet with due encourage-
ment, by applying to Capt Shairp in Queenrs Street, or to his
sergeants at the Marlboroughts Head, Botolphts Gate, Colchester.

oOo
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IHE PISTOL I^/HICH FIRED "THE SHOT HEARD 'ROUND THE I'IORLD'
By Merrill Lindsay

Early in rhe T::li:.s or.oIIit.,?: t77s_, 800 British soldiers andmarines hove i"a? tr," sight of 7o or g0 Minute Men assembled onthe Green in.Lexington. "Th" earlv-*oi"i'g .;; ;;; i, rhe eyesof the militia men as they watched the riie. or""*r.ary dressedregulars march out of the east on the Boston road.
The British were out to capt,ure John Hancock and samuel Adarnsand to destroy the military stores of the Minute Men in concordtwelve miles away. Thanks to paur Revere and ,oilliam Dawes,Hancock and Adams had b";; alerred ,r,a 

-r,"a 
*ra" -;h;i; 

way inrothe countryside. The uinute Men, although outnumberea ten to one,momentarily barred the way to Concord.
This \{as the moment aI eondnonta.tion. captain John parker hadplaeed his command of Minute Men so that they br.oeked the roadthat the British musr.rr." i" e;.-;o'cJrr"o.a" The fearful andoutnumbered Minute Men were admonished by parker with the words:"Stand your ground ! Donr t f ire ,rrri".J rirea upon! But if theywant to have qrar , 1e t i t begi.n tr"r" i i 

-

Major Pitcairn, a scot who headed the British force t garloped upto within r00 f eer of p"rt"r's i;";;-r;;" and cai.lei our ,,Lrydown your arms you damned rebels and di;perse.,, parker outnumb_ered ten to o-'" and opposing untested militia against professionalsoldiers, took a reaso"rur. course and ordered ti, ;;" to disperseand not to f ire on the regulars. The 
-*".r 

l-1grry dispersed carry-i'g their muskets and ro*i*r" uith atr"r. This \ras ,,ot to pitcairnr sliking as he shoured .s;i;-"oain-;";;-;;, donrr you lay down yourarms?rt which they woulE-t."" done- hai they been ir"u*d guns. Theybelonged to the i".*"r" ii"t".a and were valued possessrons. Atthis juncture, someone fired a shot. -i; 
was eitier the enragedPitcairn or his ,diy;;";]-'rr, ,n\ 

"r".,.] we have documenrarionthat the dhot utd.a tiiii-ino* a pidtol.x

* "Amid the shouting and the rushing there came, suddenly a shot.Paul Revere heard ii. He had just foo," from ttre ructma, Tavern,uhere he and Hancockrs clerk naa gone io fetch Hancockrs trunk.From a tavern window Revere had 
"!"r, the redcoats approach the
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green, and ricw, passing
trunk, he heard rhe shot

ttThe shot appearedrt'said Revere, ttto be a pistol'r'

pistol? The British officers were the only ones there who had

pi.stol"s !

0th*rs on the seene also thought it was a pistol. Minuteman
Benjarnin fidd, baek from "uttliog 

the alaru to Bedford, said it
,r"". pistol. So did three more spectators' Joseph Abbott'
Levi Mead and Levi Harrington. Abbott and Harrington s3!r British
offieers fire "a pisfol oi two on the Lexington company"'
ltiii"gto" eaneond Al-atm, PP 13!, 133'l

None of the Minute Men were armed with pistols, nor \{ere the
British infantrymen, who carried Brown Bess muskets. Whoever
pu1led rhe 

"riiei, 
i irud "THE SHOT HEARD 'ROUND THE I^IORLD ' 

rr The

singte pistol shot was returned by a ragged volIey from the
;";;;ating Minute Men. At this juncture Pitcairn gave the order
to f ire. i{i.s men f ired two vo11.y", broke ranks to pursue the
f leeing f arm.ers. Eight of the I'linute l'Ien were dead and nine more
were wounded.

The British msved on unopposed to concord while the American
Minute l'Ien continued to gather along the route that the British
would fo11ow to return to BosEon. The shooting started again in
Coneord" Thd.s time it was the American farmers taking potshots
aE the marching lines of British. The sniping of the Americans
began to harry the weary Bri.tish llho had marched 22 rniles with
55 pound sacks and l3 pound muskets"

among the Minutemen and carrying the
and saw smoke in fronL of Ehe redeoats'

Iii

'tlr . '

Tlne FigtLt CIn Lexlngton Comman

3

+.:Lll

t: r:4,'t::n:1,

- 1g AprtlL 1775.
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The BattLe of concord escalated into a running series ofskirmishes along the twenty miles of road back to Boston. Inone arnbush, Major pitcairnfs horse was creased by a musket ba11,bolted, unseating Major pitcairn, and galloped into theprovincial lines. The horse was seizel and with it pitcairn, spistol, sti11 encased in its hoLster.
The_deadly fire from behind trees, rocks and buildings killed73 Begulars, wounded, 174, Twenty six simply ;;;i;-"1. beaccounted for. some, probably wounded, ..*iined in the farmcountry' cared for by the farmers and their famiLies, who, afterall, had been British subjects up to that very morning. TheLosses of the British wo,rid have been much grlrte, had not LordHugh 

- 
Percy wi th a thous and men marched to r,ixington ,utr"r" hereceived the exhausted survivors of the ret.reat from concord.The fresh troops from Boston fenced around the survivors in theform of a ho11ow square, stopped the pursuing americans with twolight cannon and cared io" tir"rr ro,rriud in the Munroe Tavern inLexington before retiring to Bost,on in fair order. The openingengagement of the war had cost the Americans 40 kilLed, 39wounded and 5 missing.

After the immediate threat of the Brirish had been disposed of,the Yankees did what came narurally, they iiia-ii"oiitio" ofcaptured British gtyipmenr, irgr.uding.pitcairnf s wounded horse,his saddte and saddLe- ro11, .l{ *oai'ii$ontantl,g, the ba";1l6;i.dit v s,L mo unt ed and engtla.v ed a.r.L-meiit- i'iotiiii--'pLai;i6 whi chfired the shor heard iround the wor1d. Minureman; a;prainNathan Barrerr boughr the pistols. ganteti g";e tnii * GenenalldnaeL ?utnam, who ras e eorge I^Iashington I s second-in-eom13and andthe commander of the connecii"rrt FooI Guards, and other unitsyhich fought ar Bunker IIi11. Later, ^a.aio,8u11, Adjutanr ro!'old pur" verif ied rhem as bein! t,hL iitcaiti- piaii"zi 
"

A minia,tune poLt,Lq.Lt. o6 Ma! pitcaitn (.Ledt.l dnd l,tia piatot-a (nlghtl

(From "Man at Arms" vol 3 No 5 magazine providence R r usA)
to whom we are indebted.
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CORPS MUSEUM PRESS NOTTCES

PRESENTATION OF ORIGINAL EXTRACT FROM LORD NELSONI S

ORDER BOOK DATED MARCII I 803

An original extract from Lord Nelsont s 0rder Book h.as been
presenied to the RoyaL Marines Museum. The Order Book entry was

made on 6 December 
-1799 and consists of an instruction to Major

James Wier of the Marines to take command of the Marine. Forces
then employed in Malta. The Museum aLready possesses copies-of
other Nelson letters to Major Wier commending him on his actions
in raising a battaLion of Maltese Infantry whi.ch played an

important part in removing the French garrison from the Island'
The extraet was taken on 6 t'tarch 1803 and authenticated and
signed by Lord Nelson at that time. As far as can be established
it has rlmained in the faniLy possession ever since and this is
the first time it will have been seen on public displ'ay.

the presentation was made by the descendents of Major James Wier'
They eonsist of Major General Martin Garrod, Chief of Staff to
the Comrnandant Geniral RoyaL Marines, his sisters Mrs Janet
callard and Miss Madie Garrod, colonel David Ma11am, Commandant
of the Army Air Corps centre Middle IlJa11op and Deputy chairman
of the Army Air Corps Museum Trustees and his brother Mr Marcus
Ma11am, the Project Direetor of the Portsmouth NavaI lleri|'age
Proj."i. (The ft..y Rose, HMS Victory, HMS Warrior (1860) and
the Royal Naval Museum).

oOo

OPENING OF NEW MEDAL DISPLAY AND WEAPON EX}IIBITION

The Lord llayor of Portsmouth and the Lady Mayoress formally
opened two neu displays at the Royal llarines Museum at 3.30pn
on l.lednesday 20 March 1985.

The first of these is a new medal display containing Ehe medal
of Sergeant James Jones who served as a Royal Marine during the
early tart of the last century. His story has been specially
re"ora"d in English and French on a taPe which gives a dramatic
aecount of his life and times, ineLuding his experiences during
the Battle of Trafalgar. In due courser Sergeant Jonesr medal
will be replaced by others belonging to other wel.L known Royal
Marines, so that the many fascinating human stories which are
contained within the Museumsr magnificent medal collection can
be brought to life.

The second is a temporary rreapon exhibition consisting of over
40 different types of handgun used by the Royal Marines throughout
their history. These include the early matchLock musket of 1664,
the famous Brown Bess and the modern self loading rifle as welL as
a fine array of pistoLs and machine guns. The exhibition te11s,
in sirrple terms , the s tory of how these weapons trere developed and
explains some of the difficuLties that marines had in handling
them. It is brought to life by a beauEiful set of new water-
colours by the well known military artist, Charles Stadden, some
fascinating photographs and a short video showing modern rseaPons
in action. The exhibition, which will remain in pLace until the
end of the year, has great appeal to the $reapon enthusiast and
also contains plenty of general interest for other visitors.
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[v|ASQUERADING AS RQYAL IvIARINES? by rohn rrender.l

Such a suggestion crossed my mind when trying to assess the
credentiaLs of severaL fel1ow tpassengerst bound for the
Antipodes in HMS SUFFOLK some forty years ago. The 'buzzr nras
that they lrere veterans of numerous rkamikazet attacks on their
ship in the Pacific, but I was completely baffled as to why a
group of tfair dinkumr Aussies should be dressed as Royal
Marines; the only variation from the seaLed pattern being an
unfamiliar cap badge and RAN brass shoul.der titles. As a
comparative tsprogt, I finally pLucked up courage to ask one of
their number who they were. t'Werre bandsmen from the Aussie,
sport - werve left her for a refit in Devonportrr, was the rep1y,
or words to that ef f ect. (The ttAussiet' being the County class
cruiser, HMAS AUSIRALIA and sister ship of the SUFFOLK).

That incident in the final weeks of the Second WorLd War sptang
to mind whilst holidaying tdown underr a few months ago. My wife
and I were being entertained at the home of a retired Director of
Music (Lieutenant Commander) of the Royal Australian Navy. "Let
me show you a most prized possessiontt, said our host at the end
of an extremely enjoyable evening. He there and then produced
his carefulLy preserved Royal Marines style No I ceremonial blue
uniform, comp.lete with scarLet sash and gold wire bandmasterf s
badge. As the whole of our friendts service had been in the
RoyaL AustraLian Navy, lrhI at one time should he have been dressed
as a Royal Marine?

The 6tory reaLly commences in l90l with the federation of the six
independent Australian colonies. The new CommonweaLth GovernmenE
soon made knowo its intention to establish aa A,ustralian navy with
a view to replacing the pernanent Royal Navy squadron based in
Sydney for service in Australian waters. Before pursuing that
line of enquiry Eoo far we need to consider what was going on in
the Royal- Navy at the beginning of the present centuryr so far as
music rras concerned. The majority of sea-going bands r.rere
composed of foreign musicians engaged for the period of a shiprs
eommission; the remainder rrere made up of poorly trained contin-
uous service band ratings. In l903 the Admiralty decided to
replace these unsatisfactory musical arrangements with a properly
organised, disciplined and professionalLy trained Band Service,
forming part of the RoyaL Marine Forces. Whether by accideat or
design, the first RM band of the new system to serve at sea $as
drafted in 1905 ro HMS EURYALUS, flagship of the Royal Navyrs
AustraLian Squadron. This was at a time when initiaL pLans were
being made for the embryo Australian navy. The Naval Board of
the Commonwealth Government must have been impressed with the
appearance and performances of EURYALUST RM band, for it decided
that the flagship of the neq, navy should have a sinilar band.
ConsequentLy six Loca11y enlisted musicians were sent to England
in l9l2 to join up there with a number of ex-RM and Army bands-
men to form the band of the battle eruiser, HMAS AUSTRALIA, flag-
ship of the Royal Australian Navy, Prior to her commissioning,
this disparate group of musieians rdas knocked into shape and
kitted up as Royal Marines at the Royal- Naval School of Music,
then located at the headquarters of the Royal Marine ArtiLlery
at Eastney. Thus the precedent for RAN bandsmen to wear RM dress
nas established.
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ROYAT AUSTRALlAA' NAUY

Band a'[ it"agahlp fll'{As Auat'nalla - 1954

In the lare l930rs the cruiser strength of the RoyaL AusLralian
Navy was doubLed by the transfer of ihree inproved Leander class
ships from the noyll Navy. To assist during the -resultant
period of growth 

-of the Band Branch, Bandmaf t"t (Warrant Of f icer )

R H Stoner LRAM, B8s loaned by the RM Band Service to the Royal
Australian Navy. o,rrirrg the 

-second I{orld t{ar several bands of
the RAN served at sea with distinction, the bandsmen having an

identical station in the Ts as their RM band counterPerts ' In
lg4l the entire band of HMAS SYDNEYT one of the Leander class
cruisers, was lost" The names of the bandsmenr t,ogether with
those of other RAN band casualties, are recorded on the Naval
Har MemoriaL on PlYmouth l{oe '

In the immediate post-war period the strength of thg RAN Band

Branch reached an extremely 1ow 1evel due to men going to Pension,
g"""r.f demobilisat,ion and recruitment difficulties ' The Corps

was onee agaln able to assist by loaning an exPerienced band officer
tq revive the service, and to Lstablish a School of Music at the
Flinders Naval Depot, near Melbourne. As a result of the endeav-
ours of Commissioned Bandmaster C G t"lcLean DSM LRAlt, the Band

Branch went from strength to strength during the l950rs, thus
making it possibLe for the ships ana shdre establishments of the
moderi noyal Austratian Navy t; be provided with first class
military Uanas. t"tcLeant s valuable 'work in Australia over a period
of threl years was acknowledged by the award of an MBE.

Throughout this period of groLrth the blnds continued to RIear

Royal Marines band dress. The tcruncht came at the 1956 Olynpic
Canes held in Melbourne when a misinformed commentator announced
a display by the massed bands of the Royal AustraLian Navy as

being prLrented by the Australian Arrny band. Quite naturalLyr oD

such-an auspicious international occasion, navaL pride was sorely
offended. It rra6 this unfortunate incident which was largely
responsible for the bands of the Royal Australian Navy changing
from Royal Marines dress to naval rig in 1960, thus ending a

unique tradition of half a century.
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SERGEANT J A EGGO RIVI - FRoM HMS HooD To DIScHARGE

Af'ter Christmas at home we sailed earLy in January (1932) for
the Spring cruise in atroeious weather our destination, the
l{est rndies! we arrived at Bridgetown (Barbados) on zl January,
where r had to pluek up courage to read a cablegram telt ing me
r had become a father to a girl both doing well ! I'Ie went on
to visit the island of st vincenr in company with HMs REpuLsE
and from there If,e finally cal1ed at Trinidad, where I should have
liked to visit the Lake of Pitch, but rhis rilas not possible.
(Nelson and other shiprs captains of his era used this source for
the sealing of their wooden buiLt vessels. )

In March I left HMS HOoD and returned
ship, like HMS CARLISLE (my previous
bed; which sad ne\rs f irst reached me
Shanghai (China) with bold headlines
huge red Letters.

to RMB Eastney. My last
one) now Lies on the ocean
via the local paper in
stating rHMS lto0D sunkt in

There remains 1itt1e more to teLl of my twenty one yea:'s service
in the Corps; I was soon appointed to the Pay Office and the
f ollowing year promoted to Sergeant. Those of us who r,rere due
to be discharged into civil Life in the rnid-l930ts had to be
eoncerned with the very serious matter of employment, and not
surprisingLy this was a very much discussed subject aE that time.
So, as mid-1936 approached I began searching newspapers and
obtaining testimoniaLs from peopl.e who knew me; but it all proved
unnecess ary, for the Admiralty took me on as a pensioner clerk to
the Staff 0fficer (Intelligence) in Shanghair so I took temporary
work between appointments and thus was.rot unemployed for one
single day from my discharge until ny final retirement in
December 19621

When I walked out of Eastney Barracks towards the end of July in
1936, it was not to be for the last time, because at the end of
1942 I was back in the UK having been repatriated by the Japanese
under a I dipLomatic exchange t arrangement,. It r,ras then my duty to
report to Eastney again, as a pensioner. This hras perhaps a mere
matter of form as the nature of my employment in World War Two
made me exempt from military service; but I discovered that it rras
not a matter of form and was told that the Brigade Major would
like to see rt€r and then when I was subsequentLy before the
Commandant I was pleased to see that he was an offieer I had
served under in the 6th RM Battalion in North Russia in 1919.
Brigadier Noyes, popularly (but never dispara1ingly) known asttNo-Yestt, for he rsas a very pleasant gentLeman, asked me about my
work in China uith a view to getting me involved in the sane work
within the Corps. However nothing became of it, and I believe he
died soon after this interview.

"Moneyr success - these are not everythingtt, e friend told me
whe'n I was Errenty one, No, money and success are indeed not
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Now, weLL into my eighties, do I regret anything? My answer is
an emphatic rNOf ! Although WWI put an end to my promising
career in the Fire 0ffieesf Committee, and white feather clutch-
ing females drove me to the recruiting office (aged l7 years)
where difficulties made joining the Army diverted me into the
Royal Marines instead for Long Service. I would do it a11 again.



everything, but rather when a man knows that he cannot think of
any i"t"on in the world with whom he would wish to change places
he- nLed have few regretsn The healthy discipline of the parade
ground and the quarter deck did me no harm but rather, I fancy,
a power of good.

lThla bningt to an e.nd the n0",LrLatlve-
who , in tttZa hia I|th U8.d.,1, netldea

oI Ex-Sgt. J A Eggo lPo t8743lr
ha"ppllq 7n the Edinbuttglrt d,1e.0".

- Edltonl
oOo
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Roqal iltra"ninea a.bout to Leave
|Ea,stne"U Bo,tnacfzt

AN OLD RECRUITING ADVERTISEMENT

:?::,: :..;_ j,l !. :,

6on donzign bz.,Lvt-ce
e 1930l,

In l71l one Sergeant Calbet was sent recruiting to Birmingham for
the Royal Marines. This is the advertisement which notified his
activities:-
July 22 , l7 7 I He That ltlorks Hard I s Sure to be Poor .

After six Daysr hard Labour comes Sunday you rest;
And no sooner peeps Monday but you axe quite shy of Cash.
Therefore to made Life easy, and fill y-our Pockets with Money,
Sergeant Calbet wilL learn any young llan a Profession (Without Fee
or Reward) by which the Learner will be sure to earn a Guinea and
a Crovn the very first Hour. He will also int,roduce you to His
Majestyr s First Division of !Iarines, which is always quarEered at
Chatham, only thirty miles from London, to which Place Pleasure-
Boats carry Passengers for Six-pence each. When you arrive at
Chathamr you are i.mmediately provided with Cloaths, free Quarters
in a Public-House, where you will be sure to meet with merry FelLo\ds'
a kind Landlady, and a rousing Fire: do nothing but on a fine day
dance to Ehe stftest Music, feed on Dainties, drink the best Liquors
and PLay at "I{hy wontt yout'with the Prettiest GirIs, saying
"chatham f or ever, and ttGod save the Kingrt.
N.B" He teaches no MiLitia Men or Apprentice.
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THE JOI]RNAL OF GUNNER J T I{ILKINSON RI,IA

1883-1886 - 15rH coy RMA - HMS ALExANDRA

Researched by Joy E Donner (RMHS) at rhe
NationaL Maritime Museum Ref NMM S3l l87 .

T|te Jounnal- wat wnltt.en Ln an zxenclte boob od s0 pagey ldouble-
aLdedl .

PnLvat.e ttlit-binaon v6Lunt.eene.d to join the Expeditlona,La Fottceto 
^etlve 

on 6hate in tl.te sudan, at Suab.im, R'ed sea. pon't., in1884, lle tnana.{etned to flMs HE}LA, 60,, pal^o,ge wlth LiLutenant
Gga.loe,Aaton Ril,{A and 11 othen RMAa diom itus l,iexl.NoaA, to 

^e,Lvewith them in action in the Sudan dziettt,
rr25th Dee 1883 ALEXANDRA at Malta.

to the hospital today with fever mad.Lieutenant Aston RMA went

(Wiftinson went to hospital with fever l6th December 1883. Came
out of hospitaL 24th December) "a 1ot stronger and better.
Had a good Christmas Dinner."
rr28th Jan 1884 The Fleet is ready for sea and is now awaiting
ffiew Gunnery tieut.o.rrt Adair (RN) arrived and
Bourke Leftr posted Commander.tt

]7trr Feb 1884. Today at 5pm orders !ilere given to relieve the
Cffi;A-E'-prepare ro teave the ship in the morning for the
Sudan and reinforce Aduiral Hewettsr Red Sea Fleet ai Souakim
so everything is hurry run and tear for to get ready for
Marching order. They wont give us any definite orders as to
what we are to take with us so ne are going nearly as rf,e like
though we are taking everything with ,rr.

...We are to pess the Doetor in the morning.
rt8th Feb 1884 Passed the Doctor to a man. At 6am no one
reTecteA;--T; felL in abour 8am all ready and wilLing musrering
...men (no number given) and 3 officers. Then the skipper(Capt Rawson) addressed us and said a few words about ttre errand
Ife were to go ott. fl

ttl know that severaL of you are very young but I know
you are wil.ling and r feel sure that r can place the credit of
my ship in your hands coupled with the name of our Queen and
country and know that whatever you are told to do for them you
wiLl do it and keep up the good name and add Laurel-s to your
illustrious corps so that in saying rGoodbyer for myseLf, the
off,Lcers and remnant of the Alexts ships companlr r know that
wherever you gq you will have their Hearty Best wishes and
hopes of your speedy returnr so !Goodbye menr.',

. - .i{e went in the tug to the I{EcLA, the Band playing t'goodbyett
and several nice tunes for the oecasion. I{e were soon trans-
ferred, and found the INFLEXIBLE l2 men, and IRIS 7 men,
rAtc0N 7, and COQUETTE 5 men, all aboard. so it lras "come
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Superb and tetst away"r - Thuy a11.got in and a 1ot of stores
anb we unmoored. th;: Adniral coming to say f areweL1, so lle
slipped and srarted in company with the MONARCI{ (who had the
tSMii.A,f nn t s men aboard) f or Port Said, the bands of all the
ships playing us out of harbour and we made plain sail and soon
left Malta alray to windward.

*,$

f{[,{S AtEXANTRA at. Ma.I-ta

l0th Feb At Sea We arrived at Port Said on the nighE of the
ffion the l2rh to f ind rhe oRoNTES Troopship with
the Paid off Blue Jackets in her from China and Ehe Cape r so
orders arriving, Eime rf,e were going in for her to take us in at
once. We embarked at almost l2 noon, 350 strong, and it rdas
"Cash and Carry" too for we had Lo jrr*p for the Baggage porLs
on aecount of the swelL in the harbour. We got orders to
proceed at once fot Suez and get fresh orders there, so hre got
to the lst Gate of the Canal and starEed again in the morning.
3 separate times we were fast in the mud before we arrived at
Suez on the l4th. Then all was hurry and tear to take the 42nd
Black Watch, and 100 Mounted Infantry and Horses from Cairo and
proceed without delay eo souAKIM. we had rhe Electric Lights
strung up to the Yard Arms so as to work at night.
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2 Gluns.
SANDBAG R,EDOIIBT, SUAKIN.

I Mouataia Gun. I Gatling, Garrieon-Royal Merinos.

As soon as lre had enbarked the troops and horses we started for
Souakim 750 niles distant on the l6th'and got in sight of the
ships in harbour there on the lgth (Feb 1884). We went in
towards the reef of coral (in the Red Sea) which surrounded the
Earbour and then re could see the EURYALUSTs Mast,s' and the Flag
of Adniral l{ewett. They signalled us to go to a place called
Trinkitat about 90 milee further South, sending the Gunboat
RANGER as escort. We got there early on the lgth and had a good
dayts work surveying the Harbour for to get a safe anchorage.
The RAHGER beiag so light went close in and anchored.

2oth Feb IIMS CARYSBORT arrived and rrent right in past us. we

;fiTt'pE'-anchorage nearer the shore and then sent a strong PaTtY
asUoie to build a jetty so aa to land horses etc from the shipts
boats. They had not been ashore long before the enemy came in
sight, shen the CARYStrORT fired 3 or 4 shells with good effect.
They no doubt thought it was some more of Poor Baker Pashasr
troops who landed bere a few (days) nonths ago on the sane
errand as If€ r but they never got there and the onl.y s ign of them
is a very good entreoched position and a massacred square.*

February I 884 We waited no!, for the remainder of the troops to
ffiIFa:? th'e SENAPIS ltas stopped on the ltay home from India
with the l0th Eussars aboard. Transports arrived with a battery
of tKruppsr Guns from Cairo and it waa decided to take up a
position at Fort Baker, built about 3 niles out to the Front,
calLed after the BuiLder, Bakerrs Fort. So they told off the
42ad, and 13 of the RMA to take a Krupp Gun and occuPy the Fort.
So of course it f elL to the F).agship I s tJoeys t and Lieutenant

* General Baker "Baker Pashart had commanded Egyptian troops
against Osnin Digua and a large force of Arabs, and they were
cut to pieces aear El Teb on Feb 4th 1884. Baker escapedr_and
was wounded in the action of 29th Feb 1884. (See Wilkinsonrs
remarks t General t Baker r s rank was then of a ttguide and sPytt )
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Aston took 12 of his otrn choice, whieh included poor me.

We made a good start on the 27th (feb) morningrtaking 150 Royal Marines
to puL1 us there at least as far as the Lagoon, which was a6out
3000 yds, when we rrere met by the 42nd, who "rp kilts" and took us
through the mud whieh was about 2 ft 6 inches deep and softr so
rre took off trouBers and tucked our shirts under our belts and
slung rifles and started at a run, but we soon had to stop to pick
up two or three who fel1 and were almost smothered. rt was as
nice a job as ever I saw in ruy life, for if one of the Leaders had
stumbled it would have been cerEain death for them. i{e got
through with nothing worse than a good coat of mud, and iot into
the Fort by dinner time, so we put our gun in position and cleaaed
her up whilst o1d osmer and poor Tommy Tustin (killed later in
March at Tamai) cooked our dinner for usr and just as we Lrere
cutting it up GeneraL Graham and Staff arrived. He looked round
the desert and told us to open fire on a large body of Arabs about
1800 yards off who were busy digging. so we rennoved them by ecouple of well directed shots Loaded by me and fired by a Corporal
Addy of the FALcoN. So Gerald stopped the firing for lfre day andtold us rre rrere to stand by for he did not know irre moment rLmight be required, then he rode off to camp at Trinkitat.
The 42nd found outposts for the night, but we had one sentry in
Ih" night to take it in turns. The 4zr.d. christened our Gun,nFreddy Krupptt n and lre lrere re-inf orced by the R.A. with two7 pounder Howi tzers at night.
Tl" morning dawned of rhe 28th (Feb 1884). The enemy Brere inviers sone hundreds on our left frontr eo we opened fire on theuwith filLed common she11.! r70o yaris, bur tiey came up ro tl0oyards, and as lre kept on firing they returned into TEB again.This morning one of the Generalts A.u.c.s came from Trinfitat onhorseback and told us he lras going with a letter from the ceneralto osnia Digna aad wanted us to cover his advance with Freddy
Srrpp as long as he nas in view. He rode Dutch fearless rigirtinto their 1ines, planted his f1ag, and as the enemy retired fromhim he tied his letter to it 1nd iatppped off back *irtr a rarrlingvolley at his hee1s. He got back to safety and found the Generaland staf f in the ForE. when rhe General siia to him ,,wel_L, whai
lt*.*l?s.,:1a," He repl.ied ,!. eould not sit-ili i; iZip d rpeab iatheq ,LetLrled o.? ^a adv.ance'.'. General laid ,,Theq nuat t.abe' ilteconsequencet t.hen, a,nd r thaLt t-oob to qou 6on L,he oit*e,r,i. i.then went off to camp and ordered one ,ii, iody to advance toFort Baker, and camp for the night. so it was all hurry there atonce and the Royal Marines were soon oq the move towardi us and-lotthrough the Lagoon before dark so that they had a good start, andfor fear of the enemy coming on they had to keep 

"p their trousersso they had a worse job than we had to get through.
The 75th Gordon Highlanders, 60th Rifles, ggth Fusitiers, A.H.c. ,M.s.' R.E. and R.A. all followed in 1ine, teaving tt.65th yorks
and Lancas ters ro di ser'bark and f o 1r.ow ,i tr, rhe 5. t. i. wi th theammunition came up about I 1.30 pmr and took up their positions inthe square.

To the right of our square lighring great
!ras a great rejoieing, singing aLl night,

camp fires, and'there
Service songs, bugles
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blowing et,c., and abouE 3 a.m. the rain came down in torrents,
soaking us through. So they trimmed camp fires in the morning
and rnade the men all stand round and dry their elothes before
advancing. They then had some breakfast and at 8 am on the 29th
of Feb (1884) the sguare advanced and formed up for attack about
500 yards off Fort Bakersr Right Front. It was forned thus
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They then advanced until. they came in sight of the enemyr s forts
when the General and Staff nent to have a look round then formed
the plan for attack.

The Square then lrent towards the right front, which movement
completely turned the flank of the Arab Irenches, and the square
was at once greeted with a few she11s, and well.-directed ones too,
for they burst in the centre of it and caused no slight commotion
with the Camels, t{u1es and Eorses of the T. Corps (Transport
Corps) rho rrere inside. But stil1 the square kept advancing
without returning any of their fire and it rras here that poor
Baker lras wounded by the splinter of a Bursting Shel1 in his
right eye, but he bore up bravely...his persoaal ADC, -an old
Ilussar, ran and bandaged it up for him, and he fought on, the
object of admiration and pity from all engaged on that day, as
he rode with us in the meanest capacity, that of a volunteer spy.
The Sguare had now come up in line nith their main position, a kind
of Redoubt. tilhen the R.A. was ordered to fire on the eaemyts
Krupp Guns, of which there was two, inside the Redoubt, and our
little 7 pounder soon silenced them. Then they came on at a rush,
thinking of doing the same with us as they had done to Bakerfs
Sguare of Native Army a few weeks before, but luckiLy for us lre
had the pleasure of disappoi.nting them, for they got as hot a
reception as they would have done in H in U, only a sure one at
the point of the Bayonet and Sword which taught them a lesson they
who got over it will never forget.

The A and B companies of the R.M.A. then were 1et out of the
Square from keeping the 42r.d and 60th from coming back, and had
the pleasure of charging the Redoubt and here they showed they
had something in them more that the usual display, for they went
up the Slope like Devils 1et loose and poor Jenkinsr l2th company
was one of the first and as he junped up they cut off his hands
and pul1ed him insider cutting him up and rre could scarcely
recognise him afterwards, the way they mutiLated him was something
awf uL - but he lras revenged f or a party who lrere Led by Captain

75th Gordon HighLanders
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SKETCH FLAN OF THII BATTLE OF EL TEB, tr'nsnuen,v 20ru, 1884.
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Burnaby who was there as a volunteer armed with 4 DoubLe
BarreLLed Shot Gun, and as they eame out they rilent down, in
fact they were packed in the opening like sardines and as soon
as possible the lst Co. under Tucker turned the two Krupps on
the now fast retreating enemy, sweeping a smatl open space with
case shot and fetching them down like rabbits.

They stopped them at l-ast and the Square advanced to an o1d
disused sugar mi11 and it 1itera11y swarmed with them (tl.re enemy)
so for almost haLf an hour they kept up a rapid fire and they
rushed up to the Square trying to get inside... it rras something
grand to see the dauntless bravery for they came up and tried to
get hold of the Bayonets and pu1l them off but two of them even
rushed up and jumped on top of a Gatling Gun but did not live to
look round the place he so mueh coveted Eo get into.

There rras an old boiler outside of the miLl and they had crept
right under the boiler and up the fire hoLe, when the 75th and
42nd, surrounded the oId miLl and paid off the first death
account.

The Square then advanced again to the Znd, Redoubt which eontained
2 Kruppsr 2 Gatlings and some Rocket Tubes, but they did not know
how to use them properly and would not trust the Bank to cover
them from our firer so they came on again with such daring that
the 42nd, came partly back and would have broke the Line of the
Square if it had not been for the 65th and the Royal Marines who
took up the half lost position, for which they afterwards
received great thanks from General Graharn.

The enemy at once retired fighting hard, and the 42nd, to retrieve
their past offence, charged with us and took the position, and at
once the enemy turned and f 1ed, f ighting alL the rday. Ilere the
Cavatry hrere brought into use, for the l0th and I9th Hussars
charged three times through them. But they were worse than use-
less for with their shortswords they eouLd not reach the daring
and nimble blacks who at once stood facing them, and stooping
out of reach, they hamstrung the horses and threw the riders to
the ground, when they \rere on them before they could get to
their feet. The l0th lost about 20 men and officers, one of Ehe
l0th was lost entireLy, and he was married, his wife aod children
being in the SERAPIS at Trinkitat, just 4 miles off at the tine.

The Square then bivouaced for the rest of the day at the wells,
to get drink for the horses and men and for dinner. We rrere
mustered by the Ro1L', and found 3 Marines missiog, Jenkins,
Holder and McGann, and we buried them in the same grave with
2 BLue Jackets, the Soldiers burying their own separately.

The lst of March broke over as sa'd a sight, mensr dying screams
had been heard almost through the night, and our wounded were
in a bad way r f or everything was so scarce. t'Watertt was the
cry of everyone, and the we11s which we thought had pLenty of
water in them were aLmost dry. At about l2pm they served us
half GilL of Rum which was very acceptable. for rde were almost
famished and stiff with sweat mud and Blood too, not having had
a wash only in salt water for about a week and passiug through
the Lagoon rilas no improvement.
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The Ist Batt. of the 75th were left in Company with the First
Company of ours to look after and hold the we11s and huts of
EL Teb while the remainder advanced to Tokar. Ihey arrived
there in time to save the remnant of the Garrison who had held
out, and brought out about 350 poor o1d withered men, women,
and starved children back with them to Trinkitac. They were
embarked in 2 transports, and sent off Eo Suez at once.

The troops then marched back to ForE Baker, and camped outside,
and had a feed - i pi.t of coffee and some eurried Beef, and
mutton, but no water, lJe then went back to Trinkitat and got
orders to embark in HMS HUIIBER and SPHYNX for Souakin on the
4th (March 1884) arriving there in 7 hours. tr^Ie were met by Ehe
EURYALUSTs Band and marched to the Victoria Camp at the outside
of the town nearest Sunkat, fornerly Osmin Digmars Slave Market.
Our fellows soon demolished it for firewood.

The RMfIS a")Le gtta-te$u.L t.o tlne Na"tiona.L Lla.titime Muteum dot mahlngthia Jounnal -avaita"ble to u4.
ThLa t.ext ha"t been jLeptLod.uced Q,xaet.LU aA wnltt.en, u6lng Llnz
d.uthotL' L peculla.rL apel-t Lng o 6 SUAKI N. lEdLtonl
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APPENDIX A - NAVY LIST IB84

I{MS ALEXANDRA

l2 guns. Double Screw. Iron Ship.
[rmour Plated. 9490 Tons. 8616 H.P.

Flagship Mediterranean
Vice Admiral The Right Hon. Lord John Hay KCB 7 Feb 83
Flag Lieut Hon Hugh Tyrwhitt 7 Feb 83
Captain Harry H Ramson CB RN 17 Jan 83
Commander CharLes Campbell 8 Jan 83
Lieut Alfred Piggott 2 Nov 82
Lieut Ed. B van Koughnet B Jan 83
Lieut (c) CharLes Adair 3 Jan 84
Lieut (T) Charles G Dicken l5 MaY B2
Lieut Rudolph E de Lisle 9 Jan 83
Lieut Hon WiLtiam Grimston 8 Jan 83
Arthur I^l Carter 4 Dec 82
Staff Commander George J Tomlin 9 Jan 83
Maj or Marines (Bt Lieut Colonel ) George I{ T Co1we11

Lieut Marines Artillery George G Aston 2l Jan 83
Lieut Marines Douglas J Kysh 2l Jan 83 (RMLI)
Chaplain Rev Pidcock
F.leet Surgeon Henry McDonnel
Surgeon Wm Spencer MD: ArEhur DaY

The foLlowing officers are borne as additional for
Services in Egypt s

Commander Charles S Donner 5 Oct 82
Lieut (G) WiLliam InIcMaden borne f or special Gunnery

Apr 83
(23 Aus 83)

Transport

Duties etc.

f
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Details of
John Thomas

Service for
Wi lki ns on

Born on 27 0etober 1860 at St James, LOUTII',
Lincolnshire; a joiner by trade who enListed
in the corps on 27 May 1880 at [{ULL (by
Major Moody) and joined the Recruit Depot at
WALMER as a Private of the RI'IA (Royal Marine
Artillery) on that same day. His character
was then assessed as 'exemplaryr and remained
tvery goodr throughout his career; his height
of 5ft 8|in increased by one ineh at dis-
charge, whiLst his hair and eyes remained
brown and his compLexion rfreshr !

was aL 93 Upgate in Louth.
tti s home

ReverLae 0,6 the

0n 8 Oetober he joined l5 Coy RMA (Portsmouth)
and enbarked in IIMS ALEXANDRA on 20 January
1883, in which he remained, following the
Sudan episode, until. the 7 July I 887, j oining
HMS THUNDERER the next day for one year.
Between periods with his Division ashore he
was to serve on two more ships (HMS RUPERT
and AUDACIOUS) before being discharged on l0
June 1892, completing a l2 year engagement.

lsqpt ,M9d?L,l-!82*;-71 ," had been rrsice wounded (on rhe I and 9 of
:o:.:11 -.6^o:,^oro2?,r7,2" February l8B2) and received the TEGYPT MEDAL'Eggptlan and Suda.n (issued also for the Sudan campaign) on 25

February 1885, to which l/ere added clasps forcampa"LgnE.

TEL-el-KEBIR, SUAKIN, and TAMAI.

Graded with a 2nd class School eertificate at Walmer, and passing
Lnfantry, musketry and gunnery courses, he was rated a Bombadier
in rEr Coy from 6 December 1885 until his discharge.

It was again in HULL that Wilkinson re-enlisted on 7 December
1892 rejoining Portsmouth RMA, with his number now changed from
2109 to 46501 8s a Gunner. He embarked in HMS TRAFALGAR on l8
April of the foLlowing year, from which he transferred to HMS
ACHILLES until 4 llay 1896, and then HMS NELSON next day for just
two weeks.

From Ehen until his second rel.ease on 22 Novemher l90l he served
at Headquarters in IlMS SULTAN. Norr, with five good conduct
badges, and his Long Service and Good, honduct Medals awarded on
l9 ApriL l893, he apparently feL.t ready to settl-e down, and was
married on 20 0ctober 1903. His rank at diseharge was Acting
Bombadier.

0n 7 September 1902 he was put on the RoyaL FLeet Reserve, and
then the outbreak of WWI saw him mobilised yet again, rejoining
the RMA from 2 August l9l4 until final demobilisation on 3l May
1915, during which time he again served under General Sir George
Aston, the Col.onel Commandant, as he did in the Sudan.

lComplLed $tom hia Setvice Documentt at the ?R0. Re{r ADl,l 159/23
& 271.
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MEMORIES OF A MARINE (Roya1 Marine Artillery)
(sudan 1884) Brigadier General sir George Asron (page 3g)

"We were dressed in tight blue uniforms, with heavy uncomfortabLe
helmets of a foolish shape, pressing on the tempLes, and giving
us no shelter to vital spots from the sun. we had always worn
!hin wellington boots with our uniform, and had been obliged to
fa11 back on the stiff hard leather r ammunition boots t , uncommonly(p 39) calIed fPusserts crabsr, which we managed to draw in our
ships. Our feet were unaeeustomed to thern, .rd few of us had
learned the trick of soaping socks to avoid sore feet.
The men r^rore heavy buf f leather (pipeclayed) equipment, with
stif f shiny blaek pouehes ro earry their r*rr,rrritiin. it ey could
only open the covers of the pouches with great difficulty when
lying down to fire, and much of the amm,rnition fe11 out when they
got up. The haversacks were made of thin 1inen, easily r^rorn
through by their content.s, and, worst of all, the hTater bottles
were smal1 wooden ones of inferior design, with a rery sma11 hole
for filling and that in a thirsty desert! The rater had to
be pumped through pipes to canvas tanks on shore, where it evap-
orated rapidly. rt was generally warm, and had a flat and rather
oily taste.

tr{e had no transport, but a few water-carts and ammunition mules
were lent us by the Army.

The general impression of those Tokar operations, working from
Trinkitat as e base, is one of thirst: we only had two pints of
water per head per day when we went into the desert, marching in
square, and getting the fu11 benefit of the dust raised: and
sometimes the stage of thirst was reached when the tongue swe11s
and seems to close up your throat, and then cracks and bleeds.
The two pints, allowing for spilling and evaporation, hrere nearly
all used up in eooking and making of tea and cocoa. washing was
not, as a ru1e, possible.tt
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LEICESTER AND NOTTINGHAM JOURNAL SATURDAY 24 TEBRUARY I787

On Saturday morning at ten orclock came on before Lord
Loughborough and a special jrrry at lJestminster haLl the triaL
of an action, in which Lieutenant Charles Bourne late of the
Marines was Plaintiff, and the Countess of Crequi, of Walcot
PLace, Lambeth, defendent for a breach of a promise of marriage.
After the PLaintiffs witnesses had been examined Mr Recorder
rose, and in a speech of about an hour and a ha1f, stated a
variety of observations to show, that nothing had appeared in
evidence to prove the promise of marria1et either by express
words or inplication, and then after a short conaultation with
his brethren, declared that he would not call a single witness
for the defendent but would leave the matter to the court and
Juryr 4s it appreared to them from the Plaintiffs evidence.
After a very candid charge from the Nobl-e Judge, the Jury, in
less than two minutes brought in a verdict for the plaintiff
with one shilling damages.
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