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OPERATIONS AT AIGBA (pnnr 2)

By Lieutenant Colonel G R

In a pnzviou,s edltion
od ttte Strteet Anelrton I
ded enib ed t hz o p enai.io n,s
eo"ntied o ut b t1 HMS
[,{lNERUA a.ga-inlt the
Tuthd at. Aha"ba, whon thz
0 ttctma-n Emytin-z ent etla-d
tl,te wa-n on t.he. ,side o.{
Genmantl in Novomben
1q14.

Akaba is a very smal1
port at the head of the
gulf of that name in the
Red Sea. Its importance
lies in the fact that it
is only 40 miles from
Maan the Turkish
gartison town, r^rhieh
would be the main base
for a Turkish force
attacking Egypt.

Fiarvkins 0BE RM

HMS l'41NERV A , a Pno te.et.e.d Cnui.t en
Launehed 1 I I 6, {Chat.ha"m)
5bA0 ton.t; 19"5 bnot,t; 11 x 6 inch,
9 x 12 and 7 x 3 pounden gutLb.

Captain Warleigh the Commanding Officer rras well satisfied with
the part pLayed by his ship. The Turkish fort and barracks had
been destroyed; and the port cleared of Turkish troops and
irregulars; this had been accomplished without suffering any
casualties ourselves. He was disappointed, however, because
the seaplane lent to the ship by the French Air Squadron at
Suez had been unable to f1y over the coastal hi1ls north of
Akaba. These hi11s could screen from view large concentrations
of the enemy, and the only way of seeing beyond them was from
the air; they were 5000 feet high in places, this altirude $/as
proving beyond the capability of the frail I 9 I 4 aircraft.

The burning question was "What was going on beyond that granite
curtain?" Intelligence reports from Cairo began Lo arrive
thick and fast. Reliable information \das received that the
enemy was massing on Ehe Hedjaz railway near Maan, with the
intention of striking aeross Sinai to the Suez Cana1. This
emphasised the importance of Akaba, which the Turks must not be
allowed to occupy. No British troops in Egypt could be spared,
they rrrere al l earmarked f or the def ence of the Suez Canal .
Therefore the task of denying this port to the enemy was thrust,
upon the Royal Navy. For this purpose an Akaba patrol was
formed consisting of HMS MINERVA, and two Basilisk destroyers
Hlf S FOXHOUND and Hi'{S }IOSQUITO; the ships rook rurns warching
Akaba, then carried out patrolling duties. hThen IIMS MINERVA
was relieved the opportunity was taken to go to Suez to change
the seaplane which had failed to get the height required. The
French Squadron lent us another seaplane for a further attempt,
this time i t r{as piloted by Lieutenant Ross RE. He manage<1 to
climb higher than the previous French pilot, but not high enough,
and had to return because his petrol was running very 1ow.



The constant pressure which was maintained by the Royal Navy
caused the Turks to infiLtrate rifle men, machine guns, and
light artilLery into concealed positions to take pot shots at
the ships. This put an end to footbaLl on the beach!

The weather in the guLf was extremely hot, espeeiaLly at night
when the dead f.ights, whieh kept rhe f.ight in, kepr the f resh
air out. It became popuLar to sleep above the mess deck, until
a Turkish gun vhich was silent by day, became very noisy at
night. Shrapnel" shells whistling overhead put an end to sleep-
ing on deck!

Life on board was never dul1. The gunnery officer Lieutenant
Bruce Fraser (Later rrFraser of North Cape") kept the officers
busy at the spotting tab1e, and the gunrs ererrs pushing practice
she1ls weighing 100 pounds, through Ehe 6 inch Loader. If he
had wanted an excuse for all this training he had a good one.
We were very near to the Indian Ocean where the two German
cruisers EMDEN and KONIGSBERG were operating. With any luek we
might be abLe to test our 6 inch British guns against the later
4. I guns of the Germans.

When rGunsf was not exereising the RoyaL Marines in the rPer
Maret p"rt of their duties, Captain Snepp reminded them there
was a .tPer Terramr side. Any available time rras spent on rif 1e
training, aiming, snap shooting, and rapid fire at an eye disc.

He was aLso convineed we needed instruction in giving fire orders
so we practised on objects ashore visible from the ship. He
claimed that during a previous landing he heard a marine bawl
out ttTherer s a B..... behind that rocktt; The OC Detachment said
"That is not sufficiently explicitt'.

Captain Sti,rling, the observer, was with u.s whenever rre had an
aircraft. Ile was a great asset during our landings because he
spoke both rurkish and Arabic. He watched our training on deck
and appeared to be very interested in RoyaL Marines, this
interest was not one sided: the marines were interested in
Captain Stirling because he rsore the ribbon for the DSO and'two
for the South African war. He had served in the Dublin
Fusil.iers.

Captain Snepp having observed
the Royal Corps persuaded himttTactics in the Boer lrlartt, and
way he gave us one of the best
ever 1ikeLy to hear.

Captain Stirling I s interest in
to give a talk to us about
in an interesting and amusing
talks on ttFieldcraf ttr we vere

Early in December a number of Large packages arrived marked
"To be distributed on Christmae Day". The shipIs company
wondered what these packages contained" The question was solved
on Christmas morning when everybody reeeived a parcel from
Buckingham Palace. The present was a tin of chocolates from
Princess Mary. I stilL have the tin of mine, but the contents
have long since been a memory! Embossed in the cefltre of the
Lid is a picture of the Princess, and round the rim the names
of all the A11ies, Imperium Britannium, BeLgium, France, Serbia,
MonteneBEor Russia and Japan. This list of nations who rdere in



at the start is interesting. The list of those who were not
is of equal interes!. The United States of America is the most
important of the nine who came in later.

Towards the end of December we were relieved from patrol duties
and arrived at Suez. A collier was waiting to fill our coal
bunkers. 0ne of the few rperksr of serving in the tropics in
a coal burning ship was that you could watch others humping the
heavy saeks of coat, which in cooler climes the shiprs company
would manhandle.

There were long faces when the Paymaster reported that we had
run out of postage stamps. Did this mean we could not send
letters? The faces became smiling ones when it was announced
that letters AND parcels could be sen! unstamped marked ttOHI'IStt.

The sending of parcels became a ramp: dozens were sent eontaining
Turkish Delight and such Like articles when the cost of postage
rsould otherwise have discouraged the sender.

We left Suez on the 29th Deeember with the canteen re-stocked,
the beef screen fi1led with fresh meat, and a stock of bread
and fresh vegetables. The MINERVA was Launched in 1895 and had
no rmod consr such as refrigerators. The fresh food would not
last long then we would be back to corned beef, salt port (the
date on the barrel indicated that it had been in brine for 40
years, it ought to have been soaked in fresh water another 40
years to make it edibLe) and shiprs biscuits, many fu11 of
weevils.

The last thing to arrive on board was another l{ydro-Avion kindly
loaned by the French Navy. The pilot was a very cheery Quarter-
master, a Breton named Gral1. The Royal l"larines were delighted
to see that the observer was none other than our old friend
Captain Stirling.

The MINERVA steamed through the gulf of Akaba and we all waited
developments. We had not long to wait. I^Ihen hands were called
on New Yearsrs Eve both Grall and Captain Stirling were a1-ready
busy on the seaplane. They evidently meant to get over the
hi11s this time, rifles and revolvers were discarded to lighten
the 1oad, and they only to.ok one water bottle between them.

A tgpicat Seapl"anl in uae wlth the RIJ ed,Llq in tilNl



In the barracks (Marines mess
was going on. Captain Snepp
breakfast, and Stripey !ras st

deck) it r\ras clear that something
sent for the Sergeant Major before
i11 unshaven!

0n his return the sergeant Major put the marines in the picture"
hlhen the aircraft had given the tAll cleart crptain snepp wouldland on the sinai side, to reconnoitre the area of I{adi-iraba,
which was partly hidden by a ridge of sand hi11s. He intendeito move at the.best speed, and all would be back on board by
seven be11s. (rum issue time ! )

The party would be as smal1 as possible; captain sneppr doorderly, a signaller and four marksmen. There would 6e no NCOs.

(The wadi Araba is part of the great rift which starts from
Lake Huleh and the sea of Ga1ilee, passes through the Jordan
va11ey and Dead sea, and runs right down through Kenya to the
heart of Africa).

The first item of the dayrs work was getting out the seaplane.
The pilot and observer having already occupied their seats, and
signalled tReadyt the pLane was hoisted out and rowered gently
on the vrarer. The engine started first time, which was a good
omen; the plane taxied up the gulf and was soon airborne.
After circling round it turned and flew over the ship; captain
stirling gave a friendly wave, and then the plane flew up the
Wadi Araba.

captain snepp with his eyes glued to his binocutars r{atched
carefully for signals - theue were none, it was safe to 1and.

The pLane started to climb at a steeper ang1e, it continued to
cliub until it was a mere speck.

rn the meantime captain snepp ordered the landing party Eo
board the boat, and away they went. 0n landing two marines
!/ere sent ahead to act as scouts, while the signaller followed
in rear to keep contact with the shrp. when tirey could no
longer be seen from the ship the party was halted for the
signaller to catch up, the scouts were pu11ed back, and all
moved forward in a line with captain snepp in the centre. At
this point he gave permission to broach but not drain water
bottles. The advance continued into tr,Iadi Araba. captain snepp
then sarir something on the right about 50 yards away which
interested him; as a precaution he drew his revolvlr from its
holster and took Private ward with him to investigate. The
remainder of the party assumed the prone firing position andkept watch, they were glad to get a short rest. rt rras hot,
humid and peaeef u1. There r^ras nothing alive in sight except
f f.ies, and there were swarms of them. The marines watched
curiously as captain snepp and ward examined something. what
they had seen hras obviously of no importance, because Ehey
turned round and started to walk back in a casual manner and
Captain Snepp returned his revolver to its holster.
Suddenly without any warning all he11 broke 1oose. Rifles fromalmost all directions opened fire. They were aimed at the
backs of the E\^ro retiring f igures, both of whom were hit in thefirst burst, and fe11 to the ground. The Turks continued tofire at these stationary target.s, each of whom was hit againseveral t imes .



The watching marines were sEunned by the turn of events, it
took a few seconds for the gravity of the situation Eo sink in.
The dice \^iere heavily loaded against them. They were convinc-
ingly outnumbered. They were leaderless. Even the ground was
against them; it was like a great amphitheat.re, the marines
were in the stallsvrhile the Turks occupied the gallery and the
boxes, and had the best view.

Instinctively the marines returned the fire, giving their
positions away to Ehe enemy, if they were not already aware of
them. The result of this was that the Turks transferred their
fire from the two casualties to the five marines. A fierce fire
fight developed. The five firers were reduced to three when
two of them (Privates Keefe and Dean) ignoring the bullets
whiz zir.g overhead, erept f or\^7ard to aid the casualties. It
was a miracle that neither of them was hit, and a bitter
disappointment to them to find that l^lard was either dead or
dying, and that Captain Snepp needed much more medical attention
than they could give. Keefe suddenly remembered that llard had
l20 rounds of SAA, so he said to Dean "Frank has all his tammot,
Wer11 share it, and give it !o the Turks", which they did, at
Ehe rate of I 5 rounds a minute ! (1ater both marines were
awarded the DSM).

The fire fight was now dt its fiercest, Private Sandy realised
that his greatest contribution would be a signal ro the ship
for he1p, so he erawled a\^Iay until- it \{as safe to run.

On board IIINERVA whilst they r'rere wondering what lnas happening
ashore, a breathless Private Sandy arrived on the beach, the
signal he send was short. "SOS Ambush".

A few minutes Later MINERVA opened fire. In the book t'Fraser
of North CaperrFraser saysttWe could not see the enemy so we
opened fire on where we thought they were. t' The she11s whistled
overhead putting heart into the marines, and the fear of he11
into the enemy.

Suddenly there was complete panic in the enemy ranks. They
could see something the marines could not see. The landing
party 1ed by the Sergeant Major were advancing at speed. Behind
them came the seamen with two machine guns 1ed by Lieutenant
Fraser. The tables were now turned.

The enemy had no wish to take on another 150 men, and helter
skelt.ered to the rear presenting a splendid targ,et to the
marines, who no longer had to husband their ammunition, no\^/

they cou1d, and did, bLaze away at a rapid rate at an enemy too
busy to reply.

By the t ime the Sergeant I'Ia j or arrived on the s cene wi th the
remainder of the detachment, the Turks who \.sere stil1 on their
f eet were scampering a\.iay in the distance ' out of range and
almost out of sight.

Finally Lieutenant Fraser and the main body arrived. He
decided against persuing the enemy, giving priority to getting
the casualties on board.
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By the time the landing party returned the Surgeon Commander
and the sick berth staff had already made preparations for the
reception of the casualties. 0ne gtance convinced him that
Ward was dead, and he must concentrate on Captain Snepp, now
unconscious, having lost a lot of b1ood.

The PMO reported to Captain Warleigh that the Royal Marine
Officer should be rushed to a hospital ashore at once, as his
chances of survival- I.Iere no higher than 50 /50.

The buriaL of Private Ward was arranged for I700 hours, the
bosunrs mate announced that the shiprs company could attend
the service in any rig.

The Captain sent for the marines who were ambushed to find out
exactly what happened. He expressed his sympathy for the
serious wounds of their OC, and for the tross of Private Ward,
whom he remembered as the gunlayer who destroyed the Akaba
Fort. He congratuLated the men on their coolness in fighting
their r^ray out of a tight corner, and f or inf licting so many
easualties on the enemy.

At 1700 hours the shiprs be11 to1led its mournful dirge; and
Ehe shiprs company assembled on the quarter deck as for chureh.
when alL were seated the Padre (the Rev }{ E Gordon Jackson)
entered reading the funeral service. He was followed by
marines carrying on a stretcher the body of private ward
stitched into his hammock, which was draped with the Union Jack.
The prayers were few and short, then al_1 sang the saiLors
f avourite hymn ttEternal Father sErong to save,'.

The Padre gave a signal and the union Jack was purled clear;
the body was pLaced on Ehe gang plank with as much tenderness
as the marines could manage, and then tilted untiL it dropped
into the sea; a projecEile aE the foot, dragged it to the tottom.
Frank tr'lard rested wirhin sight of the f ort he had destroyed.

The firing party fired three volleys in the air, and the buglers
sounded the ttLast Postff. This brought the ceremony to an end.
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The fate of the missing pilot and observer now dominated our
minds. MTNBR.VA rhen proceeded up the gulf with al1 telescopes
searching the beaehes for captain stirling and Gra11. The
search continued until the 1ight, and our hopes, started, to fade.
sogn it \,ras pitch blaek and searchlights *"rL switched on. By
this time few expeeted. to see either of the missing men againl
nevertheless Captain warleigh was determined not to give up the
search, and MTNERVA eontinued cruising up and down the guli with
searchlights illuminating the beaches. Suddenly there was great
excitement. somebody had sporred caprain sEirling in Ehe beam
of the searchliBht, soon all of us could see a lone figure on
the be ach.

A boat lras lowered, the crew pu11ed as though they r{ere racing
in the regatta. when stirling arrived on board he was thirst!,
hungry, and exhausted. The wardroom 0fficers put that right!
soon he \tras able to give a full account of how the plane came
down 20 miles away, and turned over on landing. He rras not hurt
but Gra11 had a broken co1lar bone and three broken ribs. They
progressed three miles in four hours then Gra11 collapsed. He
set off along dodging Bedouins on camels. He heard guns firing
in the gulf and he took cover in one soliEary tree as a squadr-n
of Turks passed. rn the area where the fight had been, there
were a lot of Turks lying about - they \re.re wounded or dead, he
did not go cLose enough to see.

At midnight, for the first time in ny life I heard 16 be11s
struck. It was New Yearrs Day, l9l5 had started.
Captain I,Iar1-eigh was determined to find Grall and at 6.30 am
150 marines and seamen with a fiel.d gun landed under Lieut,enant
Fraser with orders not to go beyond l0 rniles. trlhen this
distance hras reaehed the party ha1-ted, and the marine bugLer
sounded various bugLe ca11s, but there uas no sign of the pi1-ot'
Finding a solitary figure under these conditions was like looking
for a lost golf ball on a shingle beaeh. MINERVA continued to
search for GraLL. The ship was due to leave for Suez, but
Captain Warleigh was deterurined not to give up yet. His faith
was rewarded, shortly after midnight there were faint shouts of
"MrNERvA", rrMrNERvA" coming f rom the shore, and in the beam o'f
thc searchlight Gra11" couLd be seen waving franticaLly. He got
a great welcome when he arrived on board and appeared very
touehed. Captain Warleigh eongratulated him on his grit and
determination to get back, and said he deserved his 1uck. GraLl
said he saw the search party but thought they were the enemy.
He confirmed Stirlingrs account of a number of Turks lying about
where the fight had been, this gave substance to the aceount of
the marines.

In Fraserts book this incident is described as 'tA uJonden{uL
odventattg't . rn Stirling t s book t'Saf ety Last" (Co1one1
W F Stirling CMG, DS0, MC, published by Ho11is & Carter, London)
he writes t'Ca,pta"Ln Ulanlelglt wo"a verlLj neLlgioua, he had a- drteam
t.l,ta.t he ha.d aeen GtLaLt- a.t tlte watettd adge. He put bacb to Alzaba,,
awitehed on tearLe[LX-igLLtA o"nd tlLQ.)Le u)a.A Gna-LL."

InrBritaints Sea Soldiers'r the incident is described as t'An
LlLuttnation o6 ttte nd"tatLe. o(t tleeorlnd.L6,So-nce| wltielt maq Ltave
to be ma"de bU Roqa-L $laninet a.dlaatr'.



As MINERVA was due at Suez the watch
destroyers. Both Gra11 and Captain
off as they left the ship, Gra1l to
Stirling to resume his job ar Gairo.
MC for his work at Akaba.

on Akaba was Lef t to the
Stirling got a great send
go into hospital, and

I{e was later awarded the

MTNERVA was now ordered to join the naval force defending Egypt.
This consisted of two battleships, HMS TRIUI'IPH and HMS SI,JIFTSURf ,one at each entrance to the suez canal; and seven warships at
suitable distances between them. MTNERVAt s beat was sorrih of
the Great Bitter Lake.

The Turkish attack took place between 3rd and 6th February 1915.
rt was beaten off with ease by the gunfire of the warships.

l.Ihen the Sinai peniasuLa was clear of the enemy, and the threat
to Egypt removed; the two batrleships and MTNERVA lefr for the
Dardenelles and Gallipoli operations. one of rhem, HMS TRruMpH,
\das sunk by the German submarine u.2l on the 27 th May. she was
at action stations at the time shelling enemy trenchesl torpedo
nets were down and the ship was stationary. It had been
believed that Ehe nets would keep out any torped.o, MTNERVA was
elose by arso shel1"ing Erenches and we saw the ship sink in
twelve minutes. The casualties were very high. Many men who
jumped into the sea were drowned by the nets when the ship ro11ed
over. rt was a very sad sight, and unfortunately rilas also seen
by many of the troops ashore.

HMs rRrutlP[ and. 
^Lstet-ahip 

,{,us str,lFrsuRE $etle bulLt don chile
lat Bannowl and t-aunched in 1903, but. t,hen pu,Lcln0.Al.d bq Bnitain.
T4uA we,Le {.ight.ett than contempotatg Enitith' battt-edhlpi, belng
1.1 ,q00 tond witll a speed oi 20 knola; 4 x 10 inch, 14' x 7.s
inctt and 14 x 14 pou'ndetL gina.

The Akaba affair occurred 70 years ago, the memory of my
generation grows dim; nevertheless I feel sure that as long
as I can remember anything, I wiLl remember New Yearts Eve
1914, and New Yearrs Day 1915.



DRESS REGULATIONS - ROYAL I1ARINES - 1937

Tlne 1908 Ecluipment it-Luttnd.t.ed hene. wad in ute Ln ttte Roqotl"
Manlnet uniit' tkre neur 1937 pattenn waa Lntnoduced about the
6ame tlme a"L battt edtett, earLI-A in WottLd Wan 17 .

$)eb Equlpment - The inside of flap of haversack and the inside
front of cartridge carriers will not be bLancoed. Web pouches
and f laps will be f lattened out when wet.

Rifle Sl.ing - End of sling attached to butt swivel will be as
close to swivel as brass end wiLl atlow.

When t,he pack is IJorn the ttDr stt on Ehe braces wilL be as close
as possible to the shoulder straPs on the jacket so as to bring
the pack as high as possibLe.

Rivets between pouches of cartridge carriersr or frog and on
entrenching tool carrier will not be polished; they will be
blancoed in such a manner that they are invisible.

The practice of punching holes in Ehe flaps of the pack and
drawing the flaps together rrith a lace is not permitted.

The waterbottle cork lanyard wiLl be kept clean but will not be
blancoed white.

The edges of all brasswork, i.e. "Dts" and buckles will be rubbed
smooth and poLished.

Bu66 Equlpment. - Both belt and frog will be on the hook on the
Tunic, Studs on pouch and frog will be cLeaned and free from
bLanco. Stitching holes will not be pricked out with pencil.

Position of fixed runner on rifle sling:- ToP edge of fixed
runner wilL be in line with top edge of magazine (when viewing
the rifLe at the t'ordert').

Steel Helmet - Buckle of the chin strap will be worn on the
l"eft side.

Method 06 attacltlng Helmet Bag - ltntehing |ttden - When parading
for embarkation the helmet bag containing the forage cap will be
attached to the supporting strap as ctose as possible to the
lef t carrier.

KnL{e Lanqand - The knife lanyard as issued will be hrorn when
parading in marching order. The wearing of the Naval pattern
white lanyard is not permitted.

WaLbLng |ut Cane - The practice of strapping the walking out cane
on the rifle is not permitted.

SAAhet - Will be worn in Nos l, 21 5 and 7 dress. When qrorn with
the Cloth Tunie, the sash will be fitted under the second button
covering the third and fourth buttons. ltrhen worn with the Serge
Tunic the Sash wilL cover the second butEon. It will not be worn
outside the greatcoat when on leave. When wearing a sash with a

greatcoat, Staff Sergeants will lfear it underneath the coaE.

t0



Mithod of Wearing Marching Order-R.M. Band.
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I'o/e:-Rraccs are not to be crossed in lront of the body. -lht1' shoulcl pass

under the waistbelt, the ends heing attached to tlie u':rterbottle anrl
haversack respectively.

lYlethoti oi Wcrring tJhin.strap on fiellnet, \\/' P,

l\r, lile lr.ill bc u-oLr; orr righr rhcck lrrrrt. SlrLr r trrrl o1 rlrirrsrr.rp rrrll 1,r h;rli ;Position 
of Cap Badge and Helmet Plate'
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throuph crown,level]
wttlr, -iwo luoles____-\,
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tl.-l! ethod of folding Waterproof Slteet. lll,-.'tlethod 0f Attaching W Sheet to Web tlelt.

St;Lrt u'rtlt thc supprrting strap on the outside of thc shcet, bucklc ort top ;rrttl
or tlre outer sidc oi the hrace. ilind sheet to the belt by passing strap ckrs'n-
rr':rlds orr thc outside ancl upwartl on the inside of thc belt and bracc ; tlrcrr
rl,rit'rtu'arcl on the r;utsiclc oi beli lrrd insidc oi br;rcc, lncl then crossing lrt thc
lr;rcli oI bclt to top rif br;rcc itrtd btrcklc encls toqether.

lV.-Method of Wearing l-laversack.

aterproof

\/

-------------lc

'liip .i Iravcrsack in linc u'itlr trrss-pitr'r oi lr:rr',rttrt-

'LVergnt,t<oot.- SuEt:t' u-tt-t- RFI I"oLI)ltD ,\s lioLI-o\\'s :-Neck and triangular
portion lolrlcrl in. (',,rnnrrneint from tlrI doubl..cnrl, slrcct ttili hc foldcd in
hve folrls, lace holeto lacc holc, thc fiith fold bcing foldccl back across thc fourth,
about thrcc parts of tlrc tlav in, so that rthcn foldcd, trvo cdges only shou'.

To Ar.t.rt.:tt ro \\'.\lst'ttl.::-'l'.-Roll slrect ancl attach as sltol'n in i)i:rgrarn III.

vll.-Method of Fastelring Web Bett. *_=.----fu
l.\\.l]t.]NSItlt:AnlrsAREwoRN'--ASfordrrllorc1er.i''c..he]tcur1crl.,'.,,.'.HI-
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V't. ,&leilrotl of Packirrg arrcl .{.-ssem[:ling Pzrck

orptLic oat

Bo:+rr1 Lt6e oi Wrlerlrcot -/
sr,;i1 i:lli+i'"iiiii rtp ?6e ot'li

al__,_ 

-

l. \\'n r..N Siut AHns t'av:. ttot 1vg11n''.-P;155 end through open pari ,r[ ilucklc
artl tlrcn tlrrough ,rcntre opeltir)g to the leit, insicle belt

No't'r:.-Top erige ol

AI"lfNDMENT No.'1
lLrd - f,s cap badges

I OI-1) P.\'I'TF-R)i \I1\\' P,\1-TLIRN

luurels to bc in linc u'ith upper rvclt of red hand.
(lt.\i. No. I 202i l7.Q-+i-i/ r7.)IJr;rss t;rbs,,rr rc;rr uf ivaist helt rvill he t1,rsc trr " f)'s.
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<*\leth<irl.i oi Wearing I)rill Order.

+.

Braces in rear of breast pocket buttons, trut as close to them :rs possible.
Buckle of belt in centrc of fourth and fifth buttons (both buttons showirg).
Ilelt fittetl on the hooks of tunic. This prevcnts thc rveight of thc baycnet
pulling clorvn on the lcft side.
Crtrl at brrcklc of bclt to be ticht.

1. Ilraccs crosscd leit or,,tr ritht.
2. " ll's trso irrelrcs from rcar crlge o[ shouldrr strap.
3. Flnrls of hraces in linc at the bottom witlr straps or) rhc bclt.
J. flelt rt:lson:rhly tigllt:urtl on hool<s o[ tutric.

-method of wearing khaki service dress trouser-s with puttees.

1,'l')rc trrrrscrs uill he creased frturinchcsbelowtlteklttc.careheittgt:rkcn
tlrat llrtv arr lclt,l riith cach other.
2. I'-.rrrtir irt,,rtlett.rrill bc irst 'isihle. 

'-Uelhod of \\'eariilg Wzrterbottle.
Front ;rtt;r.lrntrltt of rvaterboLtle u.ill lrc lr;rck brtl.ccrr iltr t\\.o str.:Lirs ri.ltir.lt
'rtt;irlr.tlrr riqhr eartriLigc rarricr t. trrc bcrt. " r) ri irrrt;rttachrrrrrit rviil iru
r'lrtst ri,rtltr ort bras. tab oI frp,1.1. " l) r i lc,li,rtt.l(.hr]l(,ltl rrill lre r]u-c rrrl rrr'' [) ,rrr r'uistheh. Slrrrp,ri rr.Ltcrlrrtll. r;Lr:it.r \r.iil lrc irt rt..ir ,i.,ot - 

tl,,.il:u)\;rr(l\-rlItrc.ottlrctvpe;rsissrrv<1. IttilirtotIrrpi;ritet].;Lrrrls.illbclrttechcrl
to tlrc c,rrk u'ith a plain knot.
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IIADEIRA IN A I{ARINE'S B00T - by surgeon commander M E wilson RNR

Reprinted from rDecanter Magazirrel
Submitted by the Corps Secretary I'lajor Arthur williams RM

The recent, excellent article on Gunner Madeira by Brigadier
Templer in the November issue of tDecant.err reminded me of a
1itt1e known incident that occurred when the Royal I"Iarines
eaptured Gibraltar in 1704.

A detachment of marines penetrated the Roek and discovered an
enormous vat containing the garrisonts entire stock of the
1itt1e-known Gibraltar wine. The fleeing Spaniards had laid a
charge against the vat and this exploded as the marines
arrived, killing their gallant caprain and seriously injuring
the sergeant and three marines. The charge however r^ras i11-
placed and at first there was only a trickle of the precious
wine from a smaLl hole in the side of the vat. Their medical
officer, surgeon Apothecary lr/ilson, showing a typical sense of
priority, thrust his fist into the hole and stemmed the f1ow.
But the crack widened and the wine could no longer be contained.
wilson, with a fl.ash of genius sti1l characteristic of the
family, ordered the marines to remove their boots and fill- them
with the wine. And sor every drop of wine was saved (fortunately
marines have big feet). The marines, now barefoot, fought on
with great bravery and captured the Rock. This incident led to
their nickname I Bootless I , l-ater corrupted to I Boot.ies I .

But this is not the end of the story. My ancestor discovered
that r^rine stored in a mariners boot has a curious flavour and
is unpalatable unless diluted with water. He quickly Learned
thaE if taken in excess it would make even a strong man groggy.
FurEher research revealed that if the mixture was taken daily
it would prevent a seafarerts disease later known as seurvy.
Henceforward tgrogt was issued to men of the Royal Navy and
Royal Marines. The source of the grog was of course kept
secret until a zealous Health and Safety at Work Inspector fe11through a weak trap door and down a shaft, so penetrating the
innermost passes of the Rock. rmagine his astonishment and
horror when he spied the secret cave containing the grog quietly
fermenting in row upon row of old boots. From that day forward
the issue of grog was stopped.

- ooo

SYDNEY GAZETTE 30. I. I 8 I 3

The Lords commissioners of the AdmiraLty in ordering l{ome the
Detachment of RoyaL Marines doing Duty at the Derwent for some
Years Past, having granted permission for such of them as were
inclined to remain in the country and become settlers, 2g of
Lhem having arrailed themselves of this option. His Excellency
the Governor and commander in chief direcEs that they sha11 be
disbanded at Hobart Town on 6 Mar and struck off all military
duties from that date, receiving I months pay in advance from
6 Mar in consideration of their 1"ong and faithful Services and
highly meritorious conduct for 9 years past in this country.

- ooo
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GQQD-BYE, GALLIPILI by w corberr williamson
(Submitted by Lr Colin Bowden RM - RMIIS)

Standing by in the troopship soMAtr at the naval bombardment
of Turkish forts in the Narrows on the ISth March 1915, land-
iog at Sedd-e1-Bahr from the FRANCONIA half-way rhrough May,
going up the line as an infantryman, being attached to the
2ieme zouaves, taking part in the Third Battle of Krithia on
4th June, duties as orderly at vrrr Army corps Headquarters,
using a six-foot catapult to hurl home-made jam-tin bombs into
Turkish trenches, etc. etc., kept me busy for the first part
of the DardaneLLes operations.

The month of August l9l5 found me acting as private-in-charge
of a 3,7 trench howitzer up saps in the vineyard sector
at'tempting to distract Turkish attention from what r{as going
on at suvla Bay. rt rras then that a loca1 kind of dysentery
Laid me 1ow. with grear difficulry r gor back ro my unir, ind
then the hospital ship CLAN MACILVRAY took me to Lemnos IsLand,
some thirty miles west, so great was the pressure on landirg,
hospital, and conval-escent, f acilities that lre had to wait thiee
days in the ship until the liner AQUTTANTA Left for England
with a large number of suvLa Bay wounded on boardr possitry two
thousand. For a short time this relieved the immediate pressure.

Tr,lo months Later, however, in october 1915, r returned to cape
Hel1es on the GaL1ipo1i Peninsul-a and became an orderly at VIII
Army Corps Headquarters, tater under occasional Turkish artiLl--
ery fire. At the beginning of January I9l6 preparations for
the finaL evacuation were weLl advanced. AL1 officers and
other ranks who could possibly be spared left the peninsula at
night in order to make the last lift as light as possible.
sub-Lieutenant Robert Ritson RNVR had to go; he Left written
orders for me to be private-in-charge of his dininishing command
of 34 men attached to corps lleadquarters. This consisted of
nine men with the Naval Transport officer, eight Royal Marine
cycLists (of whom r was one), seven officerst servants, six
signallers, and four details at Laneashire Landing. tr,Ihen Major
J E f dtApice, our DAA, and OMG, tron also acting ai Camp
Commandant, told me that he would require only two orderlies for
the Last l.p, r chose myself and my second-in-command to stay on
to the end. After smashing their bicycles under my supervision,
the other six orderLies Left that night. The two of us who
remained spent the last hours of the 8th January l9l6 and the
first hour or two of the 9th taking signals from the RE signal
office about threnty yards away to the office of the GOC
Embarkation, Major General the Hon. H A Lawrence, who with
Brigadier GeneraL H E Srreer (Corps Chief of Staff), Major
drApice, and GeneraL Lawrencefs own staff officer sat round a
bridge table on which there rilas a candle stuck in a bottLe for
f.ight as aLl eLectrical equipment had been destroyed or removed.

In some ways the scene might have been taking place on
manoeuvres in peace time; I myself came smartLy to attention as
r handed each signaL to the GOc Embarkation, who read it in
silence and passed it round to the other three officers who al.so
read it in silenee before I was dismissed. But I had the feeling
that a most hazardous operation was being carried out raccording
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to p1-ant . This f eeLing was heightened by what I salr outside.
In the darkness, forty feet below me, I could just make out
infantry battalions marehing silently round the cliff to tWl
Beach where they would embark in lighters.

very earLy in the morning of the 9th January lgl6, r handed what
turned out to be the last signal to GeneraL Lawrence who read it
in silence and passed it round. Our corps chief of staff spoke:tl thinlz it, Lt LLme {on u6 to g0', said GeneraL srreer. General
Lawrence and his staff officer left at once, while General- Street
handed me two fairly heavy suitcases eontaining papers. We
hurried out of the now deserted office, and seeing my rif le
leaning against a concrete wa11, General street picked it up and
led the rday down the zlg'zag path to the track between the cliff
and the sea.

off ? nearby wooden jetty, put up on the previous afternoon, a
shiprs boat was waiting for us coming alongside to pick us up.
so General street, Major dtApice, another staff officer who hadjust joined usr and rde tlro orderLies were rowed out, in a rising
sea, to AdmiraL de Robeckrs yacht TRTAD" After hot drinks and
biscuits had been given to usr we two orderLies settled down in
a cabin and had just got off Lo sleep rrhen a terrific explosion
shook the TRTAD. rt was the shore magazine going up. Lord
Kitchener had said duri.ng. his visir to GallipoLi-eailier , , vou
u)LLL lLip awaa in t.he dan-b, and the Tunba wontt. sven lznow aou,vegone.' He rras right, and the explosion was our tGood-byetl

Exrracr from BRrrArNts sEA soLDrERs Igl4-IgIg page 334

Second Battle of Passchendaele 26 October lgll
2nd LI W C WILLIAMSON IIBII Company l/RMtI (Ref. above arricle).
The attacking formation was three lines of skirmishers, or smaLl
corumns of platoons or sections, according to the objective
assigned to each. At 5.40am the barrage opened and it" battalions
advanced with great difficulty. l/RMLI managed to keep welL upto the barrage and gained alL their objectivls including Berks
House, Banff House and Bray Farm, and reached the further Limito{ their objective. They suffered heavy casualties from enfiladefire on their left because the Brigade Lo that flank was unableto advance. captain van praagh the Adjutant, 'during an enemycounter-attack, 1ed a smaLL party forward through an intensebarrage to gartison one of the positions captured. They also
made a useful reconnaissance, whilst lnd LiLuLenant W C I{ilLiamson,although wounded, led a platoon forward and captured one of thestrong point,s, which he organised under heavy iire ti11 severely
wounded a second time. They were both awardld the l'{ilitary cross.

- o0o

NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST 7 MAY t887 a short advertisement
The rRoyal Marine
Geo Swanwick Jun
Everything of the
IIi s sp lendid home

InnrAlfred Street Central
Prop r ie tor
very best
Brewed Ales are the Talk of the Neighbourhood
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Roqal llaninea ditembanblng at. a ho.ne pont- 
$o t Lowlng Ut)w l l do telgn L env Lce ,

oOo

LEICESTER AND NO]TINGHAM JOURNAL, 14 NOVEMBER 1778 (Submirted by I1 Heather)

A letter from Jamaica dated September 24 says

rYesterday arrived here his }dajestyrs ship the Ariadne. Captain Pringle of
20 guns and 120 men, having in two a French frigate of twenEy-eight guns and
248 men which she took 24 Leagues to the north of this island after an
engagement of three glasses, in which the frigate lnad 24 kiIled, ar"d 47

wounded: ner bowsprit was carried away the first broodside, and her fore
ar.d Nizzen-masts were shot away by the board.

The Ariadne had eight men ki11ed and sixteen wounded and the Lieutenant of
Marines was slightly wounded in the foot- I
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LETTERS

Letter frorn Major Brlce Somers

Thank you for your letter of sept l3 welcoming me to the society.
r am glad to learn that my membership had been approved and r am
already enjoying Vo1 IX No 2 of rhe Sheet Anchor.
Regarding sgt Arthur Grayrs very interesting articLe oa 45 RM
cdo in Normandy, r thought it would interest you to have a copy
of a sketch made by my sister Juliet Pannett (who is also a Royal
family portraitist) in Amfreville of Bernard SauLnier, the farmer
who insisted that Lord Lovat establish his HQ in his farm and rrho
gave an enormous party this year for visiting RM and Army
commandos and their wives. r atso enclose a sketch she did of
John Howard while he was giving a talk to todays men of 2 ?ara at
Pegasug Bridge, and which is a propos of Brigadier Durnford-Slaterts anecdote on page l3 of the RUUS Newsletter of August 1984ItrMontyr obeys a Marine-sentryrs word of commandtr - a sketch of
Montyrs HQ site at the Chateau de CreuILet aE Creu1ly. She lives
not far from Portsmouth, at the pound House, Angmering village.

oOo

LetterfromLWBridger
Major s B L somers a lrartime friend of mine, has recently shown
me some articl-es taken from the'sheet Anchor" to do wittr the40th Anniversary of the D Day Landiags and in coaseguence told
me of the existence of the above Society.
r wourd be glad if you would send me an application form.
Incidentally I was parEicularly intenested in the second of thetlro photographs which lrere f eatured with Arthur Gray t s articLe.
The second photo lras not as shown on the ttclider t anaing area atMerviLlerr. rt shows in f act the area about, I miLe lrest ofAmfreville where t SS Bde HQ spenr the night D/D+I. The men shownare not as might be inferred from the caption airborne troops but
men of I ss Bde EQ troops. Those in the foreground and to theleft of camera were eipher clerks and the lik; while those toright of eamera rrere RoyaL Corps of signals personnel. rndeedone can see one of them at his Bde zz set. r hope you wont niud
my mentioning this but I was with Lord Lovat at irt is time as ABSOto I Bde and well remember both the pLace and occasion.
lThid co,L,Le^po\dg?,1,^ d. {o.1ryet.RM algnaLE oddicer lTu captainl ia
nou) A nenbet o{ R[,{HS - Ed,itottl .

oOo

EIITORIAL COlI,iE['lT
1984 events being overshadowed by the GREAT I^IAR and r D-DAy r

commemorarions, some less prominant anniversaries escaped ourattention.
Great Britaints oldest Crown Colony BERMUDA celebrar,ed itrs 275tnyear (see vol.ume ll No ll for historical coverage), sr HELENA
1at" l50th, and whil'st the SUDAN Campaign commenced a cenrury agorju.! 7a years past rhe Royar. Naval Air Service was serring "i i;business... all of these events having corps connections.
our next issue will contain an articLe on the sudan cannpaign
researched by Joy Donner, and the remaining subjects wirr itsobe covered Later.
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SEP,GEAI{T J A EGG0 EASTNEv AND HMS HooD 1e26-te3t

rn 1923, the Royal Marine Artillery (Blue Marines) had been
amalgamated with the R M Light rnfantry (Red Marines) inEo the
one body, nor,r known as the Royal Marines. This re-organisation
tended to put an end to a long standing feud in which r confessto have ent,ertained as much anti-Blue prejudiee as the next man.surely this underlines my l-ater judgement that in every phase rcan call to mind I found Eastney better than Forton, whether oneconsiders the layout of the Barrack buildings or th; manner oflife therein.

At Easttr€y, regulations permitted a Sergeant to enter Barracks a
few minutes before 9 am, seen by nobody, possibly, but the
sergeant on the Gate or the Barrack Guard, and proceed to his
cubicle, change into uniform and then assume his duties. At
Fort.on, even if regulations were agreeable, the sergeant would
have needed to enter Barracks in fu11 view of the whoLe Parade
and of the Barrack Room blocks opposite.
At Eastney, when proceeding on Long Leave, men would perform theduties required of them: €gr spare kit stowed in company store-room, rifles returned to Armourerfs shopr pexsonnel toriectly
attired for proceeding on leave, monies due received from th; pay
Office, and nowr all these matters having received due attention,
the man may go to his company Lobby, collect his Liberty Ticket
and leave the Barracks a free man. This could happen before,
sayr eleven o I c1ock. At Forton, the regulations aia noE permit
the issue of Lhe Liberty Ticker unril 2 p*. l{hy? simply because
the regulations said so. Thus men wouLd hang about for over threehours with nothing to do but bite their nails or drink beer. Thefurther unhappy resuLt, of this frustration was that men with a
Long distance to travel ("g GLasgow) r.rouLd possibly spend theevening in London, r^rith not very happy cons.q,r.rr""s !

The Second Quartermaster, Eastneyr in
Green, promoted from the ranks, as is
He was about as pLeasant a personality
during the whole of my service, and it
in 1927 he had to leave us for Srrike

1926 was Captain Ernest
the way with Quartermasfers.
as I was privileged to meet -"

rras quite a disaster when
Duties, never to return.

The resPonsibilities of the Second Quartermaster Eay be summed.,punder the headings : - r Food and rransport t . He is it " catering0fficer for the troops and in charge of Cookhouse, Ration storeand Butcherrs Shop, while his Transport charges deal with (a) meansof transport, and (b) things transported. Means of Transport arethe Divisionts fleet of motor vehicles and the horses wtrictr carrycertain senior officers on occasions, and are ca1led ,chargers,'.'
Motor vehicles need fue1, etc. and servicing. chargers needfodder, veterinary treatment and shoeing. iti.tgr tiansported are,service stores, luggage and household eifectr of personnel; alsopersonnel themseLves, both living and dead - for the znd. QM dealswith Funeral contracts, Finarly, the 2nd QM is responsible for
!h" barrack gardens, lawns, eLc. and therefore, for the motorlawn mowers. My own work as a clerk in his otiice roped in every-thing butthe Car,ering.

Forage for the Chargers was delivered from the Contract,or monthLy,
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and each Charger riras rationed, of course, but adjustments Eo
quantities rrere permitted so that a Groom could forfeit so many
pounds of oats in exchange for, saY, bran. There rdas a tabLe of
equivalents. One of the Grooms used to make a point each month
of asking for an adjustment that was a Little awkward to work
out. I taxed hin with this one day and he immediately confessed
that he was doing it on purpose, f or:- 'tItt L mA lob to Loolz adten
tl+em 'oLAeA d,nd Lt'6 Aourl lob to tA)orllz out Luna. T. doea mA jab
and T'm golng to Aee 0,6 Uou do ea Aoutl6."

One of these Chargers was once ridden by the daughter of its
Officer with the unhappy result that it had Eo be put down. At
the end of the month when I presented the Shoeing Bill for
approval by the Examiner of Accounts he asked t 'tWaA thia l,tottle
al,tad be$one o,L d.{t.erL itt d,eath?"

Manlne Eggo (with bnidelmaidl
at. t.lne wedding o d Se.aman Ken
Fa.ullzenen, Jul-q 1 929.

He had alto ma.,L,LLed tlte
pnzvlout Aea,L and moved out
od Eat"nactzt Lnto & houae a"t
eadtneq.

Understandabl"y, a Marine is not allowed to spend his Life at an
office desk and must, in fact, put in a certain amount of sea
time. So, in the spring of l93l I was draf ted to I{}tS H00D, at
that time, I bel-ieve, the largest warship in the world. She was
normaLLy a ttWest Countryrr ship, that is to sayr a ship
commissioned from Plymouth and was known down I,{est as t'The Mighty
I ood" where the name lras pronounced to rhyme with ttrood".

The Hood rdas not entireLy a comf ortabl-e ship r p4rticularly at
sea, where she seemed to ship more water than one would expect.

Our summer eruise l93l took us to Torquay, Weymouth and Swanage
where nothing of interest to the reader took place; but it \,ras
on the autumn cruise that matters came to a head: the destination
was Invergordon.

I am not suggesting anything when I simply state that there \i7as
an Economy Crisis ar that time; there was also a Labour Government
in Power and in this atmosphere the ships sailed for the Cromarty
Eirth and after them was sent a message to the effect that their
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Tlne dhipa eompana onboand .a battlethlp o$, thit petllod
at'i.end a' chitch pattade and tetvlce dutting o'

{oneign erLuLLe.
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pay had been reduced. Now I do not like my pay being reduced
and do not expect anyone else to like it. A11 the same, the
question recently posed on the Wayside Pulpit of an Edinburgh
church is relevant: it asked - Need or Greed? So 1et us be
quite clear on this point: the l93l reduction of pay meant to
Lome; not to a"LL, very reaL hardship. It was like this. f n
1925 Ehe Services introduced a new and diminished pay scale; in
the Royal Marines, a man on the new scale was identified by
having the letter rrXrr bef ore his regimental number; they were
nicknamed ttJixxerstt. Many of these men were married and had
families of young chil-dren and were definitely worried over the
new reduction; the worry being augmented by their absence from
their wives.

So nobody ought to have been so profoundly shocked when mutiny
broke out in the Fleet at Invergordon; and the temper of the men
was ugly as the following wouLd show:-

Our Junior Royal Marine Officer ("Young Joe") proposed having a
kit muster untiL \rarned by his Sergeant Major that, while he
believed that the Marines were 1oya1 to a man, it was not a wise
thing to put any unnecessary strain upon that loya1-ty.

I had f or some years been acting as a t'Lay Preachertt and, by the
gracious permission of the Chaplainr wBs aLlowed to function in
the HOOD, using the Shiprs Chapel. I used to announce eaeh
service by a printed form giving the subject of the sermon and
pinned on the various notiee boards around the ship. At
Invergordon t,hese forms were torn up by angry men who knew
perfectLy well that I was in no way to bLame for their reduced
pay.

It r^ras stated in the B.ritish Press that the ttRed F1ag" was not
sung. Wel1, I was on duty on the Quarter Deck one night as
Corporal of the Gangway and a Lighter load of Liberty Men came
off shore singing weL1, truth to teL1, I couLd not make out the
words, but the tune was that of an o1d foLk song ca1led'rThe Fir
Treett, or, ItDer Tannenbaumtt. I ought to have frisked each one of
those men coming off shore but not being a brave man I omitted
that part of the ceremonies. The Commander was standing very
near me and he did not insist. This frisking, by the u&yr is to
ensure that men do not smuggle bott,les of liquor into the ship.
Some wag has said that, whiLe it is difficult to get a ship into
a bottle, it is even more difficult to get a bottle into a ship!

Presently an attempt was made to persuade Ehe men to return to
work for the purpose of sailing the ships back to their llome Ports
but this was contemptuously turned down on the allegation thaE it
was aL1 a trick to bring the men into contacE with their wives
whose soft feminine infl-uence would persuade their menfolk to a
more yielding spirit, One wonders whether wives are any keener
than their menfolk to have their pay reduced"

In the end, some agreement lras reached and matters returned to
normal as lte prepared for sea and made for Portsmouth. Some time
later, a certain AdmiraL, who was a personaL friend of King George
Fifth made it clear that His Majesty had been very upser bt rhe
Invergordon aff.air and that our AdmiraL had successfully assured
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His Majesty thaE basically the men of the Fleet were as 1oya1 to
his Person as ever but had acted under very real provocation.

0ne other item of interest from Invergordon. Sticking up out of
the waters of the Cromarty Firth r"/ere the funnels of the
Armoured Cruiser, llMS NATAL. They were not there when I visited
the port in 1972(?), The NaEal was one of three warships
destroyed during 'i'/orld LIar I by, I believe, suspeeted sabotage.
The other two were, VANGUARD at Scapa Flow and BULI,IARK at
Sheerness. One Marine was blown through the bottom of ttre
BULWARK and survived. I have since met him.

llla"nine. Eggo wa6 ptLomoted to Conpono"L in 1930 whiLtt be,LvLvLg a"t
RMe Eaat.ney.l

flMS H00D whleh wa.d Ld.unclted in
a ba"ttLecnuite,L o6 46'300 tou

,speed o6 31 tznst.a, uJd"L Luntz
Atl-antie; 24 MaA 1941, toitll

ooo -
CHATHAM ORDER 8 October 178l

I 91 s lClydeba.nbl
IlulL Loadl and
Ln the Noatlt

$ew auILvLvo,Lb,

rn order that the Marine Musical Band may not hereafter belooked upon in the light of common fiddlers, and permitted
at the desire of indifferent persons to play in tirat capacityat ordinary and common Ba11s and concert;, it is direetedthat in future, the Band or any part of them shal1 not have Eheliberty to play anywhere out of the barracks but where theDivisional Business ca11s upon themr or where the Government
may take any coneern.
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS OT THE RM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The" Sheet Anchon published twice yearly, has articles on
operations, uniforms, badges, extracts from contemporary
documents and other information on the Corpst history.
Several Publications edited or written by members of the
Society are avaj-lable (while stocks last) from the Rt4 Museum
Shopr or our o$rn sales contact.

No 1 HaLL and FanewelL. 6ome notet on domettic Ll{e o{ the
?ontamouth Manlnet - assembled by Wilfred Davey ttBE BEM.

No 2 RoqaL l'lanine Reeotda ?att.7 by General Sir H E
Blumberg KCB, extracts edited by Captain G H llennessy RM
and Major A J Donald RM, covers aspects of the Corpsr
social, administrative and domestic history from
t755-L792.

No 3 Ttte RoyaL llatlnet and the 0ocbqa,tds 1755-1949 by
Wilfred Davey MBE BEM is an account of the policing
role of the Corps in the Roya1 Dockyards and other
establishments.

No 4 RoqaL llanine Recondd ?att. ll by General Sir H E
Blumberg KCB, extracts edited by trtajor A J Donald RM
and J D Laddr cov€rS aspects of the Corpst social,
administratj-ve and domestic history from L793-1836.

No 5 Ro gaL f,latlne Recotd.a ?ant l7I completes extracts (see
Nos 2 and 4 above) from General Sir H E Blumbergts
typescripts of 1934 and covers the years IB37-19I4.

No 6 The Ghoat. o{ a Genenal (RM |d[icend ?fi-e-(t]Wl) and
The RM O{(Lceu o{ 1914 by Li-CoI Donatd F Birtner
USMCR, is a double voLume in which he details the
stalemate reached in the promotion ladder for officersof the Corps before hostilities erased that problem,
and in the second part gives an account of some of
the senior or notable officers who served through that
war.

No. 7 |ne Time l,lanine (A Bootnech.'t Talel . A righthearted
reflection on Life in the Corpsr BS experienced by
Marine Haydn Jenkins who served (1947-56) in Cyprus,
Marta, Hong Kong and Malaya. rt is well irrusliated
with topical photographs and cartoons.


