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OFFICER 0F TIm MARINE CORPS 1755-oL

DRESS AND EQU]PMENT

BY

CHARLES C STADDEN

FIG 1
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Since L664 tlne Marines had
raised again in various guises,
under the Admiralty direct. It

been in existence for 84 years, raised disbanded,
but it was not until 1755 that che Marines became
was Admiral Lord Anson after his voyage realised

that a force of a
regular body of
Marines should be
permanently under
the control of the
Admiralty, and
subsequently on
the 5th April 1755
an Order in Council
a11or,sed the forma-
tion of 50 Cornpanies
of lularines, and an
Act of Parliament
was passed tt}'or
the Regulation of
Marine Forces while
on shorett. The
new Corps was
organised in three
"Grand Divisions"
and based at
Chatham, Portsmouth
and Plymouth.

The illustra-
tion depicts an
Officer in his
regimentals at this
time. The uniform
followed the prac-
tice in vogue in
the Army as regards
cut and general
appearance. The
headdress was the
tricorne bound in
gold lace, black
silk bow on left
side, fastened with
a gold cord. .fair
of the officers was
powdered and tied
with black silk
having a long false
pigtail. Scarlet
eoat faced whire
bound with gold
lace, Gold aigulette
on right shoulder,
White wei.istcoat bound
also in gold lace,
white kersey breeches
and black soft leather
boots. Buff leather

f ,i,i:
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gloves and gilt garget. White leather
waistbelt and cartouche pouch. Sword,
gilt hilt with gold and crirnson sword
knot, Black scabbard with gitt rnounts.
Crimson sash worn over the right
shoudler and tied on left hip. Fusil
with whitened leather sling. FIG 2

shows the back view.

By all accounts the l4arines hTere

equipped as Fusiliers of the time.
Ihe rank and file wearing the Fusilier
Cap and armed with the Fusil. The
Fusilier Cap was similar to the
Grenadier Cap, but was smaller and
did not carry the embroidered
grenade on the turn-uP at the back.
I'IG 3 shows the type of caP worn bY
the Marines. Officers of Fusilier
Regiments wore the tricorne hat.
Fusilier Regiments all had a
Grenadier Company and ontY the
Officers of these rnrore the Grenadier
cap.

EXTMCT FROM I'THE NAVAL CIIRONICLEI' r_ 806

FIRE AT WOOLWICH

About one otclock in the morning of the 2oth August, a fire was discovered
on board the Dover, a ship fitted up for terporary Marine Barraeks, and lying
alongside the dockyard r,trharf , at Woolwich. In half an hour she was in one
complete bLaze, and by Ehree orclock was burnt to the waterts edge. His Majestyrs
Ship Dover, of 44 guns, had been prepared as a floating barrack for the new
Division of Marines, called the Woolwich Division, and was placed alongside the
upPer end of that townr.near to the mast house, close to the quay. From Ehe quay
to the ship was a plat,form, which made the vessel quite 

"r"y of access, and in
every sense as commodious as land barraeks. On board of this vessel were
generally from Lhree to four hundred of the Woolwich Division of Marines, with a
proporEionate nurnber of officers. About half past twelve orclock on Wednesday
morning, the sentinel on the poop of the ship gave the alarm of fire, Lrhieh was
passed to the dockyard. The fire-bell was rung, and immediate relief and
assistance were afforded to those on board, who were in nurnber about 120 men,
5O women, and half as fltany children. About two orclock the Dover was in flames
from stem to stern, but before this almost the whole of those on board had
effected their escape. Such a scene of distress has been seldom witnessed; men
were seen dragging their wives out of the port holes, while mothers were heard
screaming for their children; others, half burnt, were seen leaping from the ship
to the shore, a Sergeantrs wife threw her infant out, of a port-hole, and jumped
after it herself into the mud, it being low water, and both are saved. Only one
man suffered, who had been seen out of the ship, and is supposed to have returned
to save something.



ANTECENDENTS OF RM COMMANDOS

4O Comrnando RM

Formed in February 1942 at Deal as the RM Courmando. Redesignated RM "A" Cormnando
and then 40 RM Commando in October L942, absorbed 43 RII Commando in September
1945 and disbanded L946. Reformed in March when 44 RM Comnando was redesignated
4O Commando RM.

41 Coumando RM

Formed in January L942 at Dalditch Camp, near E:<rnouth as 8th RM Battalion. Re-
organised in October L942 and became firstly RM rtgtt Commando and then redesig-
nated 4l RM Comando. Disbanded tr'ebruary L946, Reformed at Bickleigh in August
1950 as 4l Independent Cormnando RM. Disbanded at Bickleigh i-n 1952. Reformed
at Plyrnouth as 41 Conrnando RM in March 1960, reduced to a Company Group in Malta
in April 197/ and reformed at Deal in October L977.

42 Commando RI.{

Formed in 1940 as lst RM Battalion, c.onverted at Sway to 42 RM Conrirando in L943,
and redesignated to present title in December L945.

43 Commando RM

Formed in 1940 as 2nd RM Battalion and converted at Hursley to 43 RM Commando in
1943. Absorbed into 40 RM Connnando in September L945. R.eformed at Plymouth as
43 Commando RM in September 1961 and dispersed again at Portsmouth in September
196 8.

44 Conrnando RM

Formed in 194O as 3rd RM Battalion and converted at Ashurst to 44 RM Commando in
August !943. Redesignated 44 Commando RI,I in Hong Kong in ldarch L947.

45 Commando RM

Formed in May 1940 as 5th RM Battalion and converted at Burley to 45 RM Commando
in August 1943. Redesignated to present title in Decernber 1945.

46 RM Conrnando

Formed in January L942 at Dalditch Caurp as 9th RM BaEtalion. Converted at
Dorchester to 46 RI'I Cournando in August 1943. Disbanded at Haywards Heath in
December L945.

47 RM Conrnando

Formed in April L94L at Crookston, Glasgow as loth RM Battalion. Converted at
Dorchester to 47 RM Commando in August 1943. Disbanded at Ha5rwards Heath in
Jaauary L946.

48 RM Cormrando

Formed at Exton in September 1940 as 7th RM Battalion. Converted at Deal to 48
RM Commando in March 1944. Disbanded near Horsham in January L946.



T}IE RA},IBLING ROYAL

Submitted By

ALASTAIR DONALD

Members will remember m1' subrdssion of ".ioe the Marine" in the last issue
and may not be surprised to know that I am continuing to keep my eye out for
songs about the Corps.

I recently purchased a remaindered copy of a paper backed book, published in
L972 by Wolfe Publishing Ltd of l0 Earlham Street, tondon inlC2, entitled "The
Cruel Wars. IOO Soldiersf Songs from Agincourt to Ulster" Compiled by Karl Dallas.

I was pleased to find that the Royal Marines have noE been forgotten and am

grateful to the publishers for perrnission to reproduce the music and verses for
the interest of the Society.

In a note at the end of the song Karl Dallas mentions that it was collected
by A L Lloyd from a Liverpool searnn called Frank Jefferies in 1938.
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I had a girl in Birkenhead, a true friend as it, seems
IE grieved her heart and made her smart to see me in

Marines.
She said, If you desert, my boy, then quickly let me

And If 11 hide you in my own room if you should choose

,
Ehe

know,
to go.

It was at Chatham depot, boys, the officer gave command
That me and my loyal comrades that night on guard should

s tand.
The night being wet and dark and cold with did not agree,
So I knocked out the guard-room corporal and I ran fot

liberty.

I rambled all that livelong night unEil I lost my way.
I crept into a farmer's barn Eo sleep upon the hay.
And when I awoke, it was no joke, for there all at my head,
1'he sergeant and Ehe corporal and four bloody swaddies

s tood.

We had a murderous fight of it and I damn nigh beat rem all
I rnade my cowardly comrades in agony to baw1.
But Ehey took me to the guardhouse my sorrows to deplore.
Theyrd six men at the window and another six at the door.

It was early the very next morning I
I leapt out of the window and dashed

ground.
The provost and his bullies they were
BuE I made my way Eo Birkenhead and I

paced my cell around,
four of I em to the

quickly after me,
gained my liberEy.

I am a raurbling Royal and James Cronin is my name,
I can fight as many corporals as you'1l find in the Marines,
I can fight as many Orangemen as ever banged a drum,
And I'd make'em f1y before me like a bullet from a gun.

-oOo-

FROM THE CHURCH PENNANT APRIL 1909

HI'IS Hermes, Cape Station,
Feb 21st 1909

Dear Sir,

i would like to state that the first publication of marriage banns on
board a ship of this station (and in all probability the first on board ship
in the Royal Navy) was made at Divine Service this morning, irnmediately
afEer the second lesson. The contracting parties are Ernest Henry Mathewson,
Private RMLr' and Ellen Ball' observatory' capetown' 

yours faithfurly,
E J Hogan (Chaplain).



MAJOR RICHARD JOHNS RM
(r805-51)

BY

NEAI.E DAWE

Richard Johns, the subject
of this article, was born
5th October 1805, the son of
Wil-liam .Johns of llelston, in
the county of Cornwa11, and
CharlotEe his wife. The famii,y
was weil established there in
the 18th century.

In L722 a Richard Johns
was Iulayor of HelsEon and
Collector of HIi Customs of the
port of Gweek, some three
miles dis tant" Another menober
of the family Tremenhurs Johns
was lr:st in the tGloreuxt man
ot \^/ar, corning from the WesE
Indies in 1781, at the age of
21, but in what capacity he
sailed is noE known"

John was commissioneri j-nto rhe Royal l,Iarines lst October 1825. His
subsequent- career un{:il his early <ieath in the RN Hospital , Stonehouse in 1851,
was rather uneventful, falling between the long iqar with the French Republic and
Empire and the Crinea War, ruhich rtrough of short duration saw some fierce
engagements and horrific campa.igr:ing"

In 1828, while iri the River Tagus (Forclrgal) probably in HMS Queen (80), his
detachmenE was part of a f,orce of i-"rj-tish Troops l-ancied at Fort St Julian in
support of Maria da Gloria, the youl'Ig daughter of Feclro, Emperor of Brazie, whose
throne had been rrsurped by ire:: uar:le Miguel the Re.gent. Frorn papers in possession
of the fami"Iy are find he had a long period of service with t-he garrison or1

Asencion Island from 3i-st De.cenfi:er 1831 ta 25ch January 1836; tl"M records merely
record his ar:rival back from Asencion irn the troopstrip rRomrreyr, iiebruary 1836.

Johns was promoteci Caplain 7r"h Jul"v 1843 and B::evet yiajor l4th Octoher l-849.

Two portraiEs, very inleresring as regards the uniforrs \./orn, are in the
possession of a descenianr, and pho'[ographs iiave kindly beea given to the Museum.
The fu1.l--length portrai"L done in w:iler*colour would no doubt have been painted
before he embarked in his first ship HMS Glasgo\ii on 1-5th July f826. He is
depicted in the very elaborate c*atr:e worn 1.823-28; irere the coatee is buttoned
right across the chest showing just plain red, but when butEoned back this would
disclose the blue heavily laced lapeJ-s with five pairs of loops. Colonel Field
in his rSEA SOLDIERST has a version of this r.Lniform, but the Dutch artist Huen
only showed four pairs of loops becaus*- he evidently used the portrait of
Lieutenant Colonel" AnEhony SEanshaw for his drawing, and there the lowest pair
are covered by tire crimson s ilk sash.



It will be noticed that the newly corunissioned officer is wearing his gorget,
normally worn only on duty....this last relic of armour was abolished in 183O.
Ihe pattern of the shoulder belt plate is the Royal Crest of Lion and Cror,rn
within a wreath of oak leaves, urith rose and thistle motif interwoven at the
base; exaryles of this pattern are very rare in collections and it was probably
only in existence for a comparatively short time, and it had certainly been
replaced by 1829. His sword is the rgothicf hilt pattern made regulation in the
Army in L822. Ihis type had the Royal Cypher surmounted by a crown inserted in
the guard, which is not apparent here, but aecording Eo Captain H Bosanquetrs
book |TI{E NAVAL oFFICERTS SwoRD' iE was rhe same for RM officers. Unril 1828
officers below field rank wore only one epaulette. It is particularly fortunate
that John decided to be painted in his boat cloak. The shako plare would have
been a hand-worked one for officers; it is possible to see the siLver anchor on
the gold thread background.

The delightfully informal portrait taken at sea in the 1B4Or s is a life-
sized painting in oils. The coatee is blue and the band round the eap is red.

Major Johns was a friend of Charles Dickens, and there exists a very
amusing invitation to the novelist to lunch onboard HrYS Ganges lying off
Sheerness, written in doggerel verse with precise instructions as to how to
proceed there, including the lines:

"Where before two otclock hertr1 be certain to meet
A detachment of one Marine sent from the Fleet.
In a boat, manned by sailors remarkably steady
Whot11 tell him to come when the luncheon is ready."

Dickenrs reply is headed rA NEw SONG| - air: 'Let us hasEe to Kelvin Grovef
and is addressed to Brigadier Johns!

-oOo-

Letter from: RJNoyce

I am sure we all admire the extreinely high standard of musical and
technical ability contained in recordings by Bands of the Royal Marines, in fact,
a degree of perfection due in some measure to years of experience. However,
until recently I, ior one, did not realise just how much "experience" was
involved, and I was more than a little surprised to learn that they apparently
started in the recording business some 84 years ago, in 1893.

The following extract from the "Globe and Laure1", No 17 VoI I, dated
1 September 1893, reports on some of the earliest, probably the first, of
recording sessions by a Band of the Royal Marines:

"About ten of the most accomplished perforuprs of the band of the Chatham
Division are now carrying out a novel engagement. They are attending the
establishment, of Mr Edison in London at stated tirnes and give forth a
nurnber of martial airs, the tunes of which are reeeived in phonographs.
These instruments thus charged are sent to various parts of the world.
The other day two of them were transmitted to the Pope, whilst others have
been t,ransmitted to the reigning Prinees of India, and to the different
crowned heads of Europe, who thus have an opportunity of listening to
]-ively merches &c., originally played by instrumentalists hundreds of miles
awaytt.

It is interesting to note the exclusive "fan club". I wonder if any of
those recordings sti1l exist.



THE EMPLOYMENT OF ROYALMARfNES GENERALS IN 1914

BY

I,IAJOR DONAID F BITTNER PhD USI'fCR

Military Historian
Comrnand and Staff College Quantico

Upon the outbreak of World War I the Royal Mariaes h.ad a total of 13 general
officers on the acEive list: four generals (two each in the Royal Marine Light
Infantry and the Royal Marine Artillery), three lieutenant generals (two Royal
I,Iarine Light Infantry and one Royal Marine Arrillery), and six r*j?t generals
(five Royal Marine Light Infantry and one Royal l{a.rine Artillery).r However,
officers who achieved these high ranks had an illusionary position, a mirage of
senior rank, for amongst the general offieers only the Deputy Adjutant General
was employed. In essence general officers terminated Eheir careers upon the
completion of their tours as a colonel commandant. Promotion to general offieer
untimately was based upon vacaney and seniority, ie survivability. Because of
this, two US Marine officers in Decemb er L9L4 reported to Washington that a Royal
Marine^officert s "promotion from comnandant is practically retirement from active
duty".2 Ot as the ARMY AND NAVY CMETTE so succinctly comnented on 4 April,
advaneement to mpjor general or higher rank "has therefore been for them rather
an empty honour"i

Such a condition could not rernain unnoEiced both within and outside the
Corps. Prior to the war it was extensively studied, often in conjunction with
the promotion problens of this era since these unemployed general officers
prevenEed the advaneement of younger officers. As one Admiralty official
cormlented on 25th Novernber 1911, "a general officer of Marines can only be
retired for age at 65, and this not withsEanding Lhe fact that, except for the
solitpry appointmenE of the Deputy Adjutant General, there is no euployme,nt for
him".u Thrrr, in response to one report linking the Lwo subjects, Churchill, the
First Lord of the Admiralty, commented on 23rd April L9L2:

"The mere multiplication year afEer year of general officers who have never
held and never will hold any command corresponding to their rank cannot be
tolerated, and should be brought to a stop.... The system appears to be
equally unfair to the superior offieer and to the public."5

Despite this, the Deputy Adjutant General, Lieutenant General and later
General Sir William Nicho1ls, KCB, defended the system. On 23rd May 1914 he
acknowledge Ehat "the number of general officers on the esLablishment is
difficult to defend from the point of military necessity alone". But for
Nicholls, two other factors were more important: career inducements and
recruitment. [Ie appeared to see no inconsisteney in promoti-ng officers to
general rank who never served, wri-ting that the system existed with the aim of
"offering to the juniors the reasonable prospect of a career and the possibility
of attaining superior rank". Officer procurement was of equal importance for
Nieholls, for he also wrot.e that "parents seeing no prospect of promotion to the
higher ranks would not be inclined to send their sons into Ehe Corps".

Thus, as the Deputy Adjutant C,eneral_noted, the emplolrment of general
officers was simply "a rnatter of policy".b Henee, rather than reduce Eheir
numbers or force them into early retirement, why not find employment for them?
In holding these views, rrlicholls had the firn support of Churchill, who thought
suitable appointments within the War or Colonial Offices might be found.

10



Hence in the two years prior to World War I Nicholls sought to secure for
Royal Marine generals postings whereby their talents could be utilized. After
extensive negotiations with the War Office, in February 1914 he accomplished his
objective. The War Office agreed to consider Royal l,Iarine major generals along
with Army officers of the same grade for colonial and coast defence appointments.
Upon a Marine officer advancing to that rank, he would be placed on a list with
his Arnuy contemporaries and be considered for whatever vacancies occurred.
Ilowever, no position would be offered unless it appeared that the selected
officer would hold the comrnand for three years. If, by chance, promotion to
lieutenant general occurred during his tenure, he would have to vacate Ehe
position within three months of his advancement. T

By late 1913 it became apparent that the position of General Officer
Commanding, Sierre Leone, would have to be filled in 1914. Nicholls, knowing
that Marine major generals would soon be considered for it, in Noveuber quickly
inforned the five light infantry major generals about the possibility of future
employment. However, if he expected a rnajor surge of interest in this position,
he was sadly disappointed. Of the five major generals, four quickly reported
their disinterest in Sierre Leone. Thus, Major General Edrn,in Loftus McCausland
wrote on 29th Novernber 1913 that "I am not^a candidate for the appointment of
C,eneral Officer Comnanding, Sierre Leone".o Likewise, i{ajor General Francis
Gibson Cotter declined to be considered, for one day lat,er he sent to Nicholls
the following:

"In reply to your letter of 27th last, after due consideration I have
decided not to be a candidate for the appointment of Sierre Leone. It is
a great concession to have the claim of a general, Royal Marines, considered
for such an appointment, and I greatly hope that one of our major generals
are selected.tt9

Two days later, on 2nd December, Major General Herbert Cecil Money replied:
"Many Ehanks for the information about the billet of GOC, Sierre Leone, which I
just received as we were leaving P41is. I am afraid ic would not be for me, but
I hope one of our own may get it".IuFinally, on lst Decernber, hjor General James
Robert Johnstone also declined interest, but he also lamented about a potential
opporEunity that had come too late: "It is very kind of you to remember me and
had such a chance come my way 18 months ago, I should have jumped at it. As it
is, I do noE wish to be considered a cand.idate".ll

Thus Major General, later Sir John Frederic, Daniell by default became the
only Marine desirious of the Sierre Leone appointment. Unlike his contemporaries,
however, Daniellts t.ime of uneryloyment soon ended for he received the Sierre
Leone posting, serving from 3rd June 1914 to 3rd April L917. His conrnand was a
success and he received appropriate cormtrendations. On lst March 1916 the despatch
of the Conrmander, A11ied Forces, Cameroons, was published:

"I cannot conclude this desptach without placing on record my great
obligation to the Governor General, Nigeria, the Governors of the Gold
Coast, Sierre Leone, and the Gambia, as well as Major General J F Daniell,
cornmanding troops, West Africa. My demands have been ntrmerous..., but all
have been met without hesitaEion and in a hearty spirit of co-operaEion.

,, The West Africa colonies have been denuded both in personnel and material,
- and their resogfces have been considerably strained to fu1fil1 my

requirements. " 12

In recognition of his services in Sierre Leone, and later in the Intelligence
Division of the Admiralty, Daniell was made a CllG in 1916 and a KCMG in L9L9.

t1



World War I temporarily
postponed further study and
resolution of the problems of
unemployed generals and the
prornoti-on crisis of the Corps.
But in 1923, with the promul-
gation of new retirement
regulations, one of the
contributing factors to the
problem was removed. Major
generals would be retired Ehree
years from their last date of
service, or if uneuployed from
the date of their promotion.
The same rule applied to
lieutenant generals and
generals, but with the proviso
that no officer would. be retired
before completing one fuli- year
from the date of hi-s lasL promo*
tion"

However, although the new
regulations ended the prolonged
stagnaEion in the upper ranks
of the Corps, the problem of
unemployed generals remained.
An echo from the past and a
comment on the contemporary
situaEion occurred in I928. HAJOR ilfiHEF*qi, -] F *AI{NIELL
On 7th June the ARMY, NAVY, AND
AIR FORCE GAZETTE reported that coionel conuuandants of the divisions and Deal woul_d
receive the temporary rank of brigacii-er, thus reviving a policy in existence
between 1913 and L92A. The GAZETTE r:.oted EhaE I'the change now nnarle is further
reminder of the anomaly that no provision is macle for the einployemnt of general-
officers of Marines". Finally, in furtiler anai"yzing tha problem, i-c again repeated
that only the AdjutanE General of lhe Cerps was eroployed and coneluded, tr-ike its
article 9{ 14 years earlier, "thac for t}re great majority promotion is an eepty
honourt'.13

FOOTNOTES

1 THE NAVY LIST FOR AUGUST, l_914, pp 241 and 248 (correef Co
Tm MONTHLY ARMY LIST , AUGUST 1914, pp 2241 and 2248 (correcr
Royal l'Iarine officers left or joined th* corps between tlie l_ast
list and the entry of Britain intc trlorld War l.

tr"8 JuIy 1914);
t0 July 1914). Nci
pre-war monthl-y

2 US National Arehives. RG 3Slg|lT34. Office of Naval InrelJ-igence Reporrs.
tieutenant Colonel R H La,ne, usl{C, and Major T c rreadwel-l, uwMC, Report of,
5 Deceurbex L93-4.

3 ARMY A.ND I{AVY

4 ADM Lt6/1375.

5 ADM Lt6/L375"
the R.oya1 Marines,

GAZETTE, 4 April 1914.

Promotion in the Royal Marines, eoEnmenE dared 25 November l9ll.
churchill corment of 23 April 1912 on Report on prornotion in

January L9L2.
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6 ADM ll6/L375. Jeputy Adjutant General Nicholls Coument of 3 May L9L2 on
Report on Promotion in the Royal Marines, Jnauary L9L2.

7 ADM L18366/L4. Adniralty/War Office Conference on EmployemnL of Royal
Marine C,enerals, 15 July 1913, with Subsequent Corrnents; War Office and Admiralty
Correspondenee of 3 December 1913 and 1O January 1914; Admiralty Weekly Order of
5 February 1914.

8 ADM L96/61, pp 205 and 240.

9 ADM L96l6l, p 2L3.

10 ADM 196 /6L, p 2O9.

IL ADM 196/61, pp L99 and 22L.

LZ ADM 196 l6L, p 239.

13 ARMY, NAVY, AND AIR FORCE GAZETTE, 7 June L928,

-oOo-

EXTRACT FROM Tm_ GTOBE AND IAUREL, MAY*1909

OUR ANCESTORS

The Society of Arts voted their honorary silver medal to Captain Thomas
I,Iaxwell Bagnold, on half-pay of the Royal Marines, for his invention of a gun
and carriage for the purpose of dislodging marksmen from Ehe enemyrs tops in
close aeEion, and repelling boarders" He died 24th October 1848, aged 68.

r1A musket lock cover has been invented by Captain John Bartleman, of the
Royal Marines, which affords a complete preservation of the prirdng for meny
hours under the heaviest rain, and possesses other advantages superior to
anything of the kind hitherto adopted. It has mer with the approbation of Lord
Wellestey and all the officers who have seea it tried, and forty thousand are
now preparing to be sent out to Portugal for the use of the Light Troops of rhe
Army.".. ..1811.

-oOo-

IXTRACT FROM THE GLOBE AND LAUREL, JUNE 1909

In the churchyard of Berwick-on-Helmet, on a Marine officer:

"Here Lies retired from busy scenes,
e First Lieutenant of Marines
Who lately lived in gay content
On board the good ship Diligent
Now sEripped of all his warlike show
and Laid in box of Elm below,
Confined in Earth in narrow borders,
He rises not til1 further orders.
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MA.]OR AYL},IER CTIARLES PEARSON RMLI

BY

SIDNEY G I^IOOD

iiylmer Charles Pearson was born at
Upton, near Gloucester, on 2nd August
1849, the son of I,Ir Thomss Aylmer
Pearson. He was cor*issioned as
Lieutenant in the Woolwich Division,
RMLI, 24th June 1858, and transferred
to Portsmuth on the abolition of the
Woolwich Division in the following
year. As a subaltern he served in the
Mediterranean in L873-77, and again in
1878-82.

He was promoted to CapEain,
lst July 1881. In May 1884, he left
the IJK with the RM Battalion joining
the Edpeditionary Force in the Sudan.
He was with this baLtalion until the following October. On 16th ocrober 1884,
with a detachment of 4 other officers and approximately 5O NCOs and men of the
RMLI, he joined the Guards Canel Regiment, then forming for service with the Nile
Relief Force. He remained in this detachment until its ret,urn to England in July
1885. tie was present at the actions of Abu K1ea, Gubat, Metarmeh and the attack
on the convoy of 13th February 1885. IIe Cornmanded the RM detachrnent of the Guards
Camel Regiment after 22nd January 1885, when the Cormranding Officer was severely
wounded.

Pearson was mentioned in despatches and promoted Brevet Major for his
services with the Nile Relief Force. He exchanged to the Chatham Division, RMLI,
in 1887 and served in the Mediterranean again from 1887 to 1890. In Augusr 1891,
he was placed on the Retired List, tthaving attained the age of 42 years and not
having passed the examination for promotion". As a retired officer he served as
the Recruiting Staff officer at Can:bridge, 1895-96. Major pearson died on 4thFebruary 1938, aged 88.

-oOo-



TED MACONOCHIE . RMLI (PO 28655)

(AWARD hTINNING MEDAL & BADGE COLLECTOR)
SOCIETY MEMBER.
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The above photograph appeared in the EDINBURGIT EVENING NEWS for 27 January
1978 wirh the following deEail.

"Ted Maconochie won a top ScoEtish arsard this week. Mr Maconochie (17) Eook
the HUGH HARPER MEI,IORIAL TROPHY for his picrorial display ar rhe scoTTISH
I"IILITARY SOCIETY EXTIBITION at Glasgow. Mr lvlaconochie tras been collecting
badges, buttons and other morlentoes of the Royal Marines since ffi^ll when he
served in the RMLI. A retired railway clerk, he had previous successes wirh
his collection. In 1975 he was runner-up in the NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM of
London's competition for the best badge collection of the Royal }Iarines."

one photograph from his display (opposite) shows the original pIpE BAND OF
4'2 Cm RM at Gun Club Hill Barracks, Kovrloon, HONG KONG, taken in December L945,
wirh his nephew I'tre John Gilchrist (rear rank - extreme right). Others in the
group are:

Rear Row (Drurmners): l'ftre Towel1, Cpl Dalley, lulnes Stewart, Dinnell, Fraser,
HambIin, Lakin and Gray.

Cencre Ro\^/: iines Hunter, Wilson McKenzie, 3ain, Cpl l^lright, ilnes Armour, Marshal 1,
Wy1lie and Kyle.

sitcing: RSM Davies, Lr Porrs (Band officer), Lr cor Hellings (co) and c/sgt
Perrett (Drum Major).
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THE OCCI]PATION OF ICELAND _ I,IAY 1940

BY

COLONEL F B PYM

The following article is based on a lecture given Eo the officers of the
Royal lularines Brigade by Lieutenant-Colonel A N Williams RM, (Cournanding Of ficer
of 2nd Battalion Royal Marines) after the Battalion had returned to llK. The
operation was described by Captain D Bittner, USMCR, in the Jurre L972 issue of
the Globe and Laurel; the following is intended to be a complementary account
including some details considered to be of interest.

It is necessary to reca11 that the Battalion was one of four Battalions
comprising Ehe RM Brigade. These had been formed only four weeks beforehand,
and most of the men were "Hostilities Only" recruits with only about three weeks
training prior to that.

There was a serious shortage of rifles and other small arms weapons in the
country at thaE time, and it was due to this that 1itt1e or no weapon training
or Eactical handling had been carried out. At the time of the Iceland operation
at least fifty men had only just drawn their rifles and as yet had not fired
them. Tactical training of sub units was in its very early stage, and the
Battalion had noL exercised as a complete unit in Ehe field.

The Brigade was at BISLEY under canvas.

Such was the sEate of affairs when at 1930 on 3rd May, the BaEtalion was
placed at 2 hours notice to move to an unknown destination.
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Ar 2020 the CQ was ordered to report to the Adjutant General (CGRM) in
London. I{e was not told the destination of the Battalion but was given to
understand it was North. A special Establishment of stores nas drawn up - (he
insisted on having a million rounds of .3O3 anrnunition, and after much argument,
got theml) and the next day Ehe stores started to arrive in the camp from all
parts of the country. Bren guns, Anti-Gas eeuipmenf, 2'r i"Iortars, A/Tank rifles,
pistols and anrmunition galore - in fact the connplete equipment of an Infantry
Battalion. But of course there was no opportunity to zero the weapons and it
could only be hoped that there would be an opportunity to carry out firing tests
at sea.

The CO was originally told that the Force would consist solely of the 2nd RM

Battalion. 0n 5th lCay, however, he was informed that there rrould be some
artillery units attached. These consisted of Ewo 3.7" Howitzets on wheels for
inland defence rnnned by 2 Naval Officers and 3O ratings. Also there were two 4"
Coast Defence guns and four 2 pounder pom poms for AIA purposes, nanned by 3 RM

Officers and BO Royal Marines. These units had no signal equipment, no Directors
and Lhe personnel had never fired the guns.

Further, that the Force would !q g6rnm4nded by Colonel R G Sturges RM with a
sma1l staff including a Brigade Major and a Staff Captain.

On Mon{ay 6th May, the Battalion left BISLEY. One Company left by train at
O9OO with all the Battalion stores. The remainder of the Battalion left at 1630.
In spite of this difference of 7| hours between the times of departure of the two
trains the railway officials apparently made a slight error of judgement as both
trains drew into GREENOCK station at precisely O73O the next morning.

The Battalion was met by 'representatives from HM Ships "Glasgow" and "Berwick".
The CO was told that two of his Companies were to be embarked in "Glasgow" and
the other two in "Berwick", and that there would be considerable congestion as
the artil1ery units rvere already onboard. It can be appreciated thaE these shipsr
representatives registered considerable disnay when Ehe CO explained that with
his HQ Company his Battalion consisted of five Companies and that he had, in
addition over t5O tons of stores.

Without any knowledge of where the Force was going i"n ICELAND, with no mspr
and not knowing how the Foree was going to be put ashore, the CO had to make an
import,ant t,aetical deeision. He planned that the covering force should go ashore
from "Berwick". He therefore put Battalion HQ, the ItQ Coryany and one Rifle
Company inttBerwickt', and sent the remaining three companies to "Glasgow". The
stores had to be divided between the two ships, not knoraing in some instances
what the packing eases contained; but the weapons and amunition were divided
proportionally.

The troops and stores were embarked, and the remainder of the day was spent
in get.ting out Operation orders. The Force had now acquired one mp of IGLAI{D,
one map of the REYKJAVIK area and one rough diagram of REYKJAVIK town drawn from
memory by an interpret,er attached to the Force. These maps were copied during
the day to enbale Company Commanders to get some idea of the country.

The passage North was rough, with a ful1 gale blowing. A high proportion of
the officers and men were very sea sick and, although unavoidable, extremely
uncomfortable. Somehow or other all the stores were unpacked, all weapons were
tested by firing, and preparations were made for the dispersion of stores and
provisions over a wide area ashore to prevent destruction by boubing. In this
eonnection, it was found latdr that there was a deficiency of Vitamin I Ct in the

L7



rations. Some days after landing, several ranks began complaining of sore gums
which the l[edical Officer said was the forerunner of seurvey. There \irere no
fruit or vegetables obtainable in IGLAI.ID.

The information received about the "Enemy" was as follows:

ICELAND had no Navy or Arry. She claiued to be a neutral country. She had
an armed police force - 7O of whom were known to be in the REYKJAVIK area.
She had two Fishery Protect,ion gunboats. It was also known that, there were
some 2OO Germans composed mainly of seamen who were understood to have an
arms store available. These men, under the German Consul General were ready
to carry out a sort of QUISLING rising when required. Also, information was
received that German troop carrying aircraft and paratroops were likely to
arrive after Germany had heard of the occupation, and that a Force of Germans
was waterborne on the river ELBE ready to uove - possibly to ICELAND.

It is not intended to repeat the Landing Plan carried out, on loth May, and
the subsequent dispositions which were most ably described by Captain Bittner.
There was some delay in transferring the troops to the Destroyer "I'earless" to
land them as the brows kept slipping from their positions, and also unny merl r^rere
stil1 in a very rdickyt state as a result of the three days sea-sickness. There
hras a blinding snotrstorm at the time, and the harbour, about a mile distant was
barely visible.

A large amount of civilian transport was requisitioned, and sub units were
sent out Eo their pre-arr€rnged tactical points. One place was not marked on the
map and the Platoon Cormander had no idea where to go. However, the 14 year o1d
son of the Norwegian Consul kindly volunteered to act as a guide and all was well.

By 18OO on lOth I,Iay the Battalion was deployed on a front of 75 miles, and by
the end of the fifth day it was stretched to a frontage of 200 miles. It is
remarkable that the Coryany Comranders with only free hand sketch maps to guide
them wenE off rrinto the blue'r with their men over difficult country, and all
reached their destinations.

A total of 61 German prisoners were rounded up on the first day and were sent
to "Glasgow". These included the German Consul General and his wife and the whole
of the German Consular Staff. Owing to the forethought of Major S G Cutler RM
(OC "A" Company) in taking ashore some Foamite fire extinguishers fromttBervriek",
some valuable cyphers together with some cyphered and decyphered rnessages were
saved from destruction. The Consul General and his staff were actually in the
act of attempting to burn these when the troops walked in on them.

During the day the I'orce Conrnander had been dealing with Civil problem.s; and
he had intervier.rs with the Icelandic Prime l{inister, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and the Chief of Police.

Before landing, the following was read out to all ranks:

STURGES MEI4SMNDIIM No 1

Before diseobarkation is is essential all ranks are impressed with the fact
that the Force is the uninvited guest of the ICELAIIDIC Government. In order
to ensure the success of the operation, the subsequent well being and free-
dom from hostile acts and sabotage, it is essentiaL that the local inhabi-
tants should be treated with the greatest courtesy and patience. A degree
of cordial relations and trust must be established at the earliest possible
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rpment. Force is oaly to be resorted to when the object cannot be achieved
by any other means. l'Ihen used, it must be restricted to the absolute
minimun caryatible with the safety of our own Troops. This order is to be
brought to the notice of all ranks taking parr in the operation before
disenbarkation.

R G STURGES Colonel.

Hundreds of leaflets printed in Icelandic had been taken ashore for
circulation among the inhabitants, and read as follows:

NOTICE

A British Force arrived early today and is now in occupation of the town.
This step has been taken with the sole object of forestalling the Germans

by occupying as quickly as possible certain points. We English do not
intend to interfere with uhe ICELANDIC Ciovernment or people, but we want to
save ICELAI{D from the faLe of DENMARK and NORWAY.

Therefore we ask you to give us a good reception and help us. While we are
dealing with Germans settled in REYKJAVIK or elsewhere in ICELAI{D, it is
temporarily forbidden

(i) To broadcast, telegraph or telephone.

(ii) To leave or enLer the town for a few hours.

trIe regreL the inconvenience caused and trust that it will not last long.

R G STURGES OFFICER COMMANDING

The attitude of the people was, of course one of great shock, but generally
speaking they were friendly. There was obviously a targe pro-Nazi elenent.

The Force Corrnander brought Passi.ve Air Defence restrictions into force in
REYKJAVIK. This r^ras not popular with the inhabitants as it made them feel that
the Occupation had brought hrar to their eountry.

After a few days it was reported that the Icelandic newspapers were saying
that the British Foree was decadent, that a high proportion suffered from Venereal
Disease, and that any Icelandie girl ween in company with a British soldier would
be regarded as a prostitute, and any nan as a traitor. The Force Comander at
once urent to the British Minister and call-ed for an explanation, as not one
single personal injury had been caused and not a single case of Venereal Disease
existed in Lhe Force. It was then found that the report had appeared in a
Communist newspaper.

After this, very high Lributes were paid in the Icelandic Press and in
broadeasts, to the exemplary behaviour of the men. There is no doubt that when
the Force l-eft ICELAIID very friendly relations had been established.

On L6th l*tay infomation was received that the Foree was to be relieved by
an Arny Brigade. This Brigade arrived the next day.

By 20th l"Lay Force STURGES had been relieved and had embarked with all stores
onboard the Transport "Lancastriarr which sailed for llK the next day.

So ended Operation FORK. Not a shot had been fired - not, even by accident.
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THE PLEASURES OF RESEARCH -PRACT!

TONY PERRETT

In Vo1 V No 1 iularjorie Green wrote abouE the "Pleasures of Research',
from the largely t'paper-work" angle, whi-ch prompted me to extend a felr conments
on the "practical" side of research.

Not for one minute do I imagine that every member will find it an ideal
way to spend a visit t.o a new country by submerging oneself inside some dingy
archives library, and fewer still- would relish a holiday spent ferreting arolna
old abandoned forts and cemeteries, Some will find the larter pursuit
positively morbid in faet; never*the-1ess a great deal of, inrerlst and satis-
faction can be derived from this seeuringry boring occupation.

I am sure, for instance, that tr might have raised the value of a solitary
house in a secluded bay at tsermuda r,rhen the ovrner, working on a boat on the
beach, curious as to why I should want to photograph the area, was enlightened
by the fact that his property stood on the sire of the original Royal Marines
encampmenL when in 181O some 400 came as guards f,or Ehe convicts sent out from
England to build the nearby Dockyard! I also f,elt some measure of satisfaction
after finding the grave of an R.MLI officer (1885) in Japan, char rhe corps
Archivist was able to trace a living descendant in this country who was most
interested in learning how, where and when he died.

Unlike those of the eurrent century, earlier gravestones were much rnore
informative, and from those stiLl legible it is often possible to trace not
only the movements of ships and regimenLs but their act.ions, disasters and
epidemics also. Some even give potted histories of the person, or battle/
accident in which lhey were involved ".. and occasionally there are humorous
epi taphs .

Alas, unlike recent, milirary cemeteri.es under the constant inrnaculate care
of the War Graves Conmission, earlier ones are often found either hopelessly
derelict, overgrown, wrecked by earthquakes - or vanished completely roithoui
Erace. A very few have been carefully maintai-ned by local authoriti-es as
tourist at.tractions or gardens of rennembrance.

Only Ewice have tr been beaten by undergrowth; at Botany Bay, australia,
and Tobago, the most fought-over island in the Caribbean, where- our Marines
featured not only in the original capture and. several "re-takes", but also inquelling what became known as the Eelmanna Riots of 1876, caused by the intro-
duction of a ttDog Tax"l

Acting on information that there were military graves near the tiny
village of P1ymouth, and assuming that. at some time ltarines probably octupied
the nearby Fort James that guarded the Fleet anchorage in this bay, I wenL toexplore, but without suceess, due to the general decay and prolific tangled
creepers.

In such remote spots as these
face to face with as you hack your
whose friendliness is questionable
rrnre s tartled!

it may not only be a tomb-stone you coltre
way through the undergrowth, but a nat.ive
- and you wonder whieh of you looks the
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On these occasions I usually dress to look as least affluent as
possible, hiding my c€rmera in a bag until the uoment is right to take a photo-
graph of the cleared stonework with the minimum of fuss, because even i.f you
dont E actually see anyone there is sometimes the feeling of an awareness that
eyes are peering at you from the jungle, and you hope that they haven't lighted
on this passport, to untold wealth!

Strangely enough, I seldom manage to persuade any of my friends to join
^ on my journeys; itts very odd, but then therets no aceounting for tastesl

Ironieally, the only two actual tense moments came in the midst of so-
called "civilisation"; at New York where British troops inconveniently chose
the centre of Harl-em for their HQ during the l.Iar of lndependence, a local
gentleman selected me as suitabte bait for his "trained killer'r Alsat,ian dog.
Fortunately for me Ehe dog failed itts course and I went on to qualify for
"The SprinEer of the Year" awardl The other instance occurred much nearer home
in one of our Midland cities noted for itrs high recruiting potential. I was
"arrested" in a grossly overgroun cemetery r^rhich contained some military
stones, and only ttreleasedtton giving an assurance Lo the council represen-
tative and policeman that I would not publish any photographs of what was
obviously an embarrassment to theml (Soon to be redeveloped. )

Grave spott,ing may be morbid - but never dull!

-oOo-

FROM THE LEICESTER JOURNAL JUNE 28 1793 (Submitted by Herbert HeaEher)

WAR

IN DEFENCE OF

THE KING ... the C0NSTITU
TION, and TRUE LIBERTY

WITH THE REWARD of
French PRIZE MONEY

A11 young and able bodied Men, are here invited to
of the ROYAL CORPS OF MARINES at Chatham, commanded

Every Man Inlisting will receive THREE GUINEAS and
Heal th.

inlist in the First Division
by John Tupper, Esq. Colonel.

a Crown to drink his Kingrs

The many advanLages which flow on the Mgrine Corps are well known and attested,
the Pay of every Soldier is raised to 8* per Day, he has the benefit when
embarked of receiving his Provisions GMTIS. While his pay is accumulating, by
which means he receives a considerable sum at one Time, which will enable him at
the end of the War, to retire Comfortably, if he is so disposed. Shou1d his
wishes induce hiu to remain in the Corps, he will have the advantage when old or
infirm, of retiring to Greenwich Hospital where he will be maintained in Ease,
Comfort, and Tranquillity, the remainder of his Days" These are facLs, for the
truth of which there needs no neccessity to urge unre than their own Proof.

Any spirited young Fellow that will come forward and shew the Nobleness of his
mind in defence of the best of Kings, and the most precious constitution by which
every thing that is dear and valuable to Man is preserved his ohm true liberty and
Happiness let hin repair to Captain CHARLES GREEN, of the Marines at Mr Eames in
the Market Place, or to the SERIEANT OF MARINES recruiting in the Town of LeicesEer,
where he will meet with that Encouragement and reward due to his Spirit, Loyalty
and true virtue.
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DEPOT BAND 1890-i930

BY

MARJORIE GREEN

Col N F Sampson-Way, CB, who comnanded the Depot LB99l92 and his 2nd in
Cormnand, Lt Col E W G Byam were anxious to raise a band at The Depot, and the
Mercury of February 1st 1890, contained the following notice: "The long
cherished idea of a Military Band at Walner is, we understand, shortly to be
realised the Lords of the AdmiralEy having reeeived the official concurrence of
the Treasury in sanctioning the proposal.t'

An Order in Council of 21st },farch 1890, gave authority for 17 musicians in
lieu of 17 privates RivILI, stating that the establishment of a band rrrould "tend
to discipline and good health arnong recruits." (A11 recruits, both RI"IA and RMLI
passed through The Depot at that time.)

No doubt the band also had its tlcos, with 6 buglers and 4 privates attached,
the same as a Headquarters band. In 19OO the musicians were increased to 25,
thus being placed on the same footing as HQ bands.

A grant of tlOO per annum was also made by the GovernmenE, and it is under-
stood that The Depot band also reeeived a share of the Officers band subscriptions.

A Sergeant, RMLI, was allowed as Bandnaster, (ic was not until 1897 that a

Warrant Officer was allowed), and Band Sgt Batson was selected. He had already
served for 26 years with the Band of the Portsmouth Division RMLI, and had acted
as Band Sgt under }4ajor Miller.

The first public appearance of the Band in The Depot seems to have been at
a smoking concert in connection with the RM Cycle Corps, which owed its origin
to the keeness of l4ajor Edye RMLI, then serving at The Depot. The concert took
place oo 22t:rd May 189O, and it is recorded thaE "at every instrument the execu-
tion was admirable". At the end of the performarlce the members of the new band
were loud1y cheered, and Colonel, Officers, NCOs and men alike, appeared to be
highly delighted with the prospect of the new and promising departure, producing
a first class instrumental band for The Walmer Depot.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining suitable mrsicians, and
there are many quaint legends as to their recruifiaent. One relates that a cornet
player was obtained from a painless dentistry caravan, where his job was to play
his high notes at the critical- moment-

At The Depot Sports the new band played alternately with the band of the
Chratham Division, RMLI, and the first publie appearance in Deal r^ras at Ehe Regatta
in September 1890, when the band played on the Parade. It also gave perfontrances
in the Marine Terrace Gardens, as the Rink in South Street was then termed, in
connection with assaults-at-arms by the gymnastic instructors of The Depot, and
on a portable bandstand on Deal sea-front. These open air performances were a
feature of Dealt s season, and attracted huge crowds. It took part in its first
torchlight tattoo in 19OO.

The band went to France in January 1917 and served there for three months,
during which time it gave one hundred concerts and played the Ist BaLtalion RMLI
back to billets at Engelbelmer on 22nd March 19L7, after the battle of Miraunont,
having met them at Martinsart.
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THE DEPOT BAND, 18gB

In 1918 the band played in the Albert IIal1 at a special boxing match, which
HRII The Prince of Wales at,tended. Two days later it pioceeded to Belgium toentertain various divisions, and also gave concerts in aid of war widows and
orphans, at which it was accorded very enthusiastic receptions.

The Burgonaster of La Bouverie said at one of these concerts: "The committee
who organised this fete beg me to thank you very deeply for the generous audience
you kindlybrought to this patriotic fete. rn olr country, where musical art isextensively patronised, your perfornrance today was highly-appreciated. trIe loveyour land, your King and your Army that brought us deliverante, and here, wheremilitary and civil men are together, we are rlr.y" very glad to tie again thefriendly and grateful chains that bind us to your .orprtiiot"".

. "I congratulate your talented Bandmaster and his very good musicians. I beghim to accept this recollection of our fete: it is the uslai lamp that guides thebrave miner into t.he depths of the gloomy coal mine. Moreoever, it is Ihe charac-teristic emblem of our country, where coal-mining is the most important industry.
Bravo to the farcus band of Ehe Royal Marines. Bravo to it.s talented Master.
Hurrah to England, its King, its Navy and Arrny and thank you again. "

Lord Charles Beresford engaged the band to play at a Rose Show in Trafatgar
Square in 1920, and it was subsequently engaged to play at a dinner in Greenwlch,
which was attended by Their Royal Highnesses the princl of Wales and the Duke of
York.

Ia L922, with the Band of the Portsuouth Division, 1iMLI, it attended Lhefuneral of Prince Louis of Battenburg (the first Marquis of llilford Haven, fatherof Lord Mountbatten). The band pfayea from St Jamesi P"l-r"" to Westminster"
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The Band was disbanded in 1923 on the amalgamation of the RI"IA and RMLI, its
place being taken by the band of the Portsmouth Division RMLI, from Forton. In
actual fact, this new Depot Band was composed of nearly equal aumbers of ursieians
from both bands, and was under the Directorship of Lt E Walton O'Donne11, of the
former Portsmouth Division Rl'lLI band.

Tn L925 The Depot Band was chosen to accompany HRI{ The Prince of Wales to
South Africa and South Arnerica in HMS Repulse. During the absence of the band on
this Royal Tour, a Royal Naval Sehool of Music band was sent. from Eastney, under
Bandmaster H J F Taylor. He became ill shortly afterwards, and W0 Bandmaster
A C Green LRAM, was appointed in his place and served there for 7 months until
the return of The Depot Band.

ln 1927 Lt 0r Donnel retired to take over the conducEorship of the BBC

Military Band. He was succeeded by Lt F J RicAetts, Bandmaster of the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, already famous for his marches writEen under the pen name
of Kenneth Alford.

On the disbandment of the band on lst October 1930, Lt Ricketts became Director
of Music, Plyurouth Division, and the music.ians were approximately equally divided
between the three Divisional Bands.

In October 193O, the Royal Naval School of Music was transferred from Eastney
Barracks to Deal, so it' was not necessary to maintain a separace Staff Band.

On arrival ac Deal, the Royal Naval School of Music was welcomed at the
station by the Drum and Fife Band of The DepoL under Drr:m Major Small.

SOUTH BARRACKS, c 1910
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