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EDITORIS NOTES

Fortunately all the copy for this Newsletter was available to me before the
recent Postal Strike, so that this ed.ition should reach members well before
the Annual General Meeting of the,Society on Saturday 17 April L977.

A small trickle of unsolicited material, suj-tab1e for publication in article
form is beginning to amive at my desk, which is an encouraging sign. However,
as a precaution I have approached various members suggesting projects, peculiar
to their own particular field.s of interest, which I hope will produce further
material in the future. Nevertheless, I trust that other members will contribute
to the Newsletter during the course of this year, in whj-ch I intend to publish
four Newsletters. The closi-ng dates for articles for the remaining three

" editions are:

Yolume III No 2 24 May L97t

Volume III No 3 23 Luglst L97t

Volume III No 4 2$ Octobet t97l

If any member wishes to purchase duplicate copies of the Newsletter, there is a
limited. quantity of tback numbers t available. Those vrho are interested should
write to:

l,Ir Harry Playford
!0 0phir Road"
Portsmouth
Hants

The prices of these back numbers, including postage, are:

Yofume I Numbers 1, 2 and. 3 2s. 6d. (tZ*p)

Vo1ume II Number 1 and 2 5s. 0d. (ZSp )

Volume III Number 1 and
subsequent editions 5s. 0d. (ZSp )

I regret the omission of a key to the farnily tree of Colour Sergeants badges,
whicf, appeared in the last edition (volume tt Number 2). Ihit was due to a

breakdown in comrmrnications between myself (at RMB Eastney) and the Printers
(at CTCRM Lympstone). The matter is rectified under Errata in this edition.

T I SCOTT-BELL
Royal Marines Museum
Royal Marines Barracks
Eastney
Southsea
Hampshire
PO4 gPP



CORPS MUSEUM NOTES

BY

TIIE CURATOR

Once again it is my pleasing duty to report the acquisition, either by gift or
purchase, of a number of j-nterestihg items of Corps Historicat interest, of whichthe following are worthy of special mention:

a. A Winchester repeating rifle model 1B8l picked up in Tientsin on
]4 Julf 1900.by Captain Mullins RI'{LI. It wa-s presented by him to The
Depot R,l,I in 1904 who have now donated. it to the Museum.

b' The old tCt Trrcop flag of {2 Comrnand.o which later became the fj-rsttKr Compa*I -flug on the change to Company organisation. The flag has theoriginal rrcobrarr ilesign and was used in i<uwait and Brunei-.
c. A carved slate displaying the Arms of the Transvaal and Orange Free
State mad.e and signed by a Boer POII for the Comrnndant of Green Foint pol,rl
C?{p, Cape Townr- then r.ieutenant Colonel H C Money RMLI, together with asilk colour of the 0range Free State pre 1pO0 mad"e specialli for Presid.ent
Kruger by Boer women compatriots and ilso presented 'to Lieutenant Colonel
Mon-ey. .A signei and framed photograph of President Kruger completes ttriscollection of the Boer War which ilas'purchased. for €50."
d. The POW diary kept by ex-Marine P G Dunstan during his period, as a
Japanese POW from December 1941 to September 7945 after the sinking of
HMS PRINc I 0F WALES in December 1941.

e. A framed. and glazed coloun print of ttMarj.nes LJ{Ztr, and a coloured
framed print published in 1797 of the bravery of Captain Strangeways on
HI'{S GIATT0N in L796. These were both presented by i very greai friend of
the Museum and member of the Society, Peter Tilbury.
f. An original oi1 paJ-nting by Henry Mortens de Baubrawa of a Fie1d
Officer, Ensign and Drummer, 1850. This was one of a series of ttCostumes
of the British Armytt painted between 1844 and 1854 and produced as coloured
aquatints by Rudolph Ackerman at the Eclipse Military and Sporting Gal1ery,
Regent Street, London W.1. The pri.nt of this particular painting was
No. 43 of a series of 6t and the Museum has thL print. ft is inieresting
to note that this particular painting, which was purchased for €,1{0, was
presented by Colonel S P Peile CB to his Brother Officers on his retirement
10 July 1913.

g. A collection of nilitaria by Major General A D Corbet RMLI who was
Colonel Comrrandant of Plym.outh Diviiion. (A photograph and description
of these items is included in this edition of the Newiletter. ) Uii daughter,
who very kindly presented these items to the Museum, has informed me that
there is more to follow.
h. A collection of musical instruments, band" programmes and rniscell-aneous
photographs _from the Royal Marines School of Music. These have been
incorporated in the band section.
i. A sworn affidavit dated 1O June 7J66 of a stabbj-ng incident by a Marine
at Portsmouth, attested by the Mayor of Portsmouth at the time, John Carter.
k. An interesting set of tiles on which are painted the family portraits
of Lieutenant Colonel Lqnnox George Rodney RMLI, the grandson of Atlmira}
Rodney.

1. A parka and miscellaneous items relating to d1 Independant Command.o in
Korea kindly donated. by Lieutenant Colonel P R Thorns.
m. The bayonet of sergeant Prettyjohn vc, presented to the corps by
Squadron Leader Wildman, the great grand.son of Prettyjohn, at a civic concert
at Stafford on 1J February 1970. (R photograph and iletails of this bayonet
are i-nc1uded in this edition of ttre Newsletter).



n. Several medals includ.ing those awarded to Lieutenant General Si-r
Robert Sturges, the Croix de Guerre to Colour Sergeant John Mulligan,
DSMs to Bandnnster 0wen, Musician Flippance, Marines Barningham and
McDonald, the DSO, CMG and GoId Legion of Honour (f'rench) to Lj-eutenant
Colone1 H F Montgomery seven NGS campaign medals pre 1848, a New Zea1and.
Medal tB63-4, a Canad"a C,SM 1866 and the-Military Medal awirded. to Corporal
W J Lester at Limbang, (Srunei).
o. A piece of the Fore Topsail of HMS WCTORY made in September 1BOJ and
used at the Battle of Trafalgar.

Iluring the coming season, emphasis will be placed on the sale of the ttPitkinrr
brochure. This is a pictorial history of the Corps w-ith a short text and
includes a number of colour plates. This publication can be ordered from the
Museu"ur and is priced {s. 0d. (2Op) exclusive of postage.

Whilst the Museum has been enjoying a trclosed periodrr for works improvements, the
opportunity has been taken to recast displays. In sumnary these amount to:

a. Extension of the Sea Sezrrice and Band Service Sections.
b. Concentratj-on of weapons d:isplay.
c. Addition of recently acquired Comrando and other exhibits.
d. Re-arrangement of wall- displays and show cases.

e. Standardisation of captj-ons.

f. fnclusion of old Barrack lamp and RMIJ/R!'IA sentries at the entrance.

The Museum has been tlwired for soundtr and visitors can now enjoy piped. rmsic
from the Royal Marines Band. This is from a sirrple tape recorder which was
wired to all floors and" can give suitable background effect to any part of the
Museum concurrently or indiviclually.

I have arranged with Phillips and B{I for the sale of new R}4 band recordings
on a retail basis. I intend. to stock about $0 of each new recording as it is
produced., re-ordering as necessary. The profit nrargin to the Museum is 2#
and it i-s tkrerefore to our advantage for as many people as possible to order new
recordlngs from the Museum rather than trad.ers!

A. G. B.

COI]NCIL NOTES

Since the last issue of the Newsl-etter the Council has had two meetings at
which administrative procedures were re-defined. and. outl-ine plans laj-d for
the next AGM. The AGM will be held on Saturday 17 April at Portsmouth, and. it
is hoped that all members will make a specj-al effort to attend..

The mernbership at J1 December L97O was 78. Members are rerninded that 1971
subs are now due and it wilJ- help j-f these are paid quickly - preferably before
the AC*I.

Various items of correspondence have been d"ealt with and it is hoped" that
inilividual members are also wri-ting to each other on matters of common interest -
thereby fulfilling one of the aims of the Society.

A. L. B.



I,ETTER,S TO THE EDITOR

"l@
H re are my coillments on some items in the first Volume:

Newsletter Vo1ume I No. 1 page 2

Letter from Nelson mentioned by Sergeant Playford did. not refer to Marine Officers
but to Royal Artillery Officers. Marine infantry officers were not embarked j-n
tbombstr so far as I can find out, and this letter is dated 1J May 180{; the
RMA was formed on 18 Augustl It was as a result of the RA officers refusing to
keep watch anong other things that decided Nelson on recommending that the RMA
should be formed.

There is something odd about the second letter because Fort Cumberland. was not
built until 1803 and not occupied by the RI.{A until 1823.

Newsletter Volume I No. 1 pase 6 and II paee 4.

I do not understand why this uniform is dated lB32 - 34. Basically this was the
uniform of 1830 - 55. The plume was replaced by a tuft in 1832 and the tuft
replaced. by a ball-in 1836.- The chaco iuaq replaced by the Albert chaco in 1B{i,
and the lace removed from the skirts in 1849.

Wkrite linen trousers were r/orn from 1 May to 14 0ctober in 1830. Grey trousers
were usually worn on Saturdays.

Gibraltar is nr-is-spelt.

NewEletter Volume I No. 2 page 2.

tFightingt Nicolls was not promoted rapi-dly.
placed. on half-pay in 1830, and RETIH,ED as a
other ranks were brevet.

He was rade Major on 8 May 1828,
MAJ0R on full pay in 1835. His

Newsletter Volume I No. 3 pages 11 - 13

The RMA was always Roya1 Marjne Artil1ery. These words were at first adjectives
before the noun tCompaniest. In the case of the RM, the title was lRoyal Marinesr
later rRoyal Marines, Light Infantryr - look at the buttons.

G.G.H.

From Ross Pennv

t. ... was a silver R}"ILI cap badge ever worn, i. e. Bugle, Ia.urel hrreath
and Globe? t

RGP

No, but there is an example of such a bad.ge together with a pair of collar badges
and RI"lLf shoulder titles in the Museum, rorhich have obvj-ousIy been prj-vately
silver plated by the owner as a memento.

4
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Numberins of Pases

The last Newsletter
be numbered startJ-ng
Times ) .

ERRATA Volume II No. 2

was published. wj-thout page numbers. Pages
with the Editorial as page 1 and. ending at

should therefore
page 2P (Uard

Colour Sergeants of the Roval ]ularine Artillery page 14

A numbered. key was onr-itted from the family tree of Colour Sergeants Badges.
The bad"ges should be numbered. as follows:

Top row from the 1eft, 2, 7, 3

Centre row from the 1eft, 4, 8, 6

Bottom row from the 1eft, 5, 9, 7

The caption for figure J to be amend.ed to read:

5. New badge for RN{A introduced 1881. (nlue Cloth). This badge
was worn on the ri-ght arm, above three chevrons and supersed.ed
the bad.ge shown in the portrait shown on page 12.

Editor

-)a -)i -)t -)i -)i -)a -)+ ia it -)t -)a )t -)i -)t -)'r -)( -)i -)( -)i -)i -)a ii -)a -)a -).4 -). -).

INTERESTTNG rq44s qF MTLTTARTA BElONqrNg

T0 MA.TOR GB{ERATL A D COBEET CB RMLI

Since the publication of the last Newsletter (Volume II, Number 2), which
included a firSt hand. account of the Gambj-a Erpedition, the Museum has recej-ved.
a number of interesting items of militaria from the daughter of the late Major
General A D corbet cB RMLr who, it will be. recalled, 1ed No. 1 column. Som6
of the more interesting items are shown in the photograph overleaf. The
photograpl Yu" taken in the Uniform Room of the-Museum during the period that it
was closed for renovations, which accounts for the somewhat untidy- background..



The items shown in the photograph are:

Top Centre RMLI Officers Shako, last pattertr 1869 - L876, complete with Light
Infantry green ball tuft.
A glazed frame containing a paJ-r of 1!0J pattern RMLI Officers
tsfashed Cuffst and. RI'{LI 0ffi-cers pattern Blue Cloth helmet plate
1878 - Lgoz.

RMLI Colonel Commandantts Sabretache in red Russi-an leather w-ith
gilt device VR and Crown" At the top right hand edge of the
sabretache can be seen Major General Corbetts medafs: CB (Sofid
GoId), East and West Africa Medal bar rGambiat L894.

A pair of RMLI 0fficers pattern black patent leather sabretaches
(for mounted officers only) with gilt Corps device and motto. The
left hand. sabretache is in poor condition.
A very fine silhouette of Corbet in the Dress uniform of the RMLI
early 18/0ts. Top right his mini-ature medals.

Iower Centre

Centre

Left an{
Right Centrp

Foregroup$
Centre

Left
Foresrou,ryl

Inner left
Foreground

Rieht
Foregrqund

RMLI Officers fultr D::ess sash pre LgO}" GoId and crimson net Z$rr

nide, in |tt alternate stripes of gold and crimson with a runner and
tas s els

A hand comfortez', or hand warmer.
the Gambia expedition!
RI,ILI Officers Und.ress sash pre 1p02

Unlikely to have been used during

in crimson net 2!tt ' U".



MORE ROYAL YIAR]NES ON CIGARETTE CARDS

BY AIASTAIR DONALD

Since Sergeant Henderson raised this interesting subject !y a., article j-n

Volume 2 Number 1 of the Newsletter, I have been looking fo1 more examples.
Thanks to one or two frj-ends, r,rho have also been searching for me, I am.able
io bring to light one or two more cards. In some_ caseq my- in-foffiEtion is very
r["i"[V-indeea] but I have included as much as I know in the hope that perhaps
i nry inhet the'appetites of other interested members to carry out some rninor
reseirch for futiLr details and by doing so they IIEy come across other cards
not yet mentioned.

Firstly I have been loaned an album containing the I{ills series itTife in the
Royal Nr..ytt. The three cards of RM interest in this set were noted in the 1ist
at the end. of the previ-ous article. I am now able to include an illustration
of a composite page from this album (felow) showing these three cards, with
details of tfre text on the back. This series was published in 1!l!.

i;ttui::*#j

i:ii:il;r:i{a;::i
lii&r:i}*:!tli



Sergeant Henderson illustrated the Drum Major RMLI (Card No. 30) in the Ga1lagherset. I firld that there is another in the same set - No. J6 is a Royal Marine
Arti11ery Gunner in reriew order weari-ng the blue cloth helmet ana iixing hls
bayonet. It j-s perhaps interesting to note that the paintings for this series,
which was one of the earliest sets and titled itT;ryes of gritish and Dorninion
Regimentstr, were executed by Harry Payne, a well krown and. very fine milJ.tary
artist. (See Note I).

The RM card from the God.frey Phillips set ttsoldiers of the Kingtt was mentioned. in
the-grevious article. Incidentally this set was issued. irr 1939 and" only consisted
of 3b cards. Our particular card was in fact No. 1 (not No. J6 as stat;d in thearticle) and showed the Regimental Colour Officer in Rerriew 0rder at St. JamestPalace at the time the Corps performed Iondon Duties in 1!lJ. The same set had.
apparently also been issued, under the auspices of the Un:ited Kingd"om Tobacco
Company in 1)ll at the time of the Coronation of King George \rI. A set with the
same tj-tIe had already been published by 0gd,ens in 1!O! and I am told that the
last card in this set of J0 is a three-quaiter length coloured photograph of an
RMLI Officer in ej-ther Review 0rd.er or Marching Order, with a sash over the left
shoulder (i" ". pre 1p02 dress)' the complete set of these 0gdens card,s now
sslls for fl12.

AIso illustrated. are three more card.s which
have come tc light. At the top is a card from
one of about three different series issued by
Players of Colours and badges. The only set
t+hich includes the Corps is that published in
L9O7, of which the card is frunl-uclry for somert
(tto. 13).

I wonder how many people know that the rrDefender
of Kuttt was originally a Roya1 Marine. For this
reason I have included i-n the centre Major
General Sir C V F Townshend. (see Note 2) Card
No. 26 from the W D & H 0 Will-s series of 50rrAllied Army Leadersrt issued in L9L7.

An L)f,!, and 1935 Churchmans issued two sets of
$0 cards titled" trWell Known Tiesrr. Each card
consisted. of a sepia toned. photograph of a
building or place connected w"ith the organisation
whose tie is illustrated in colour across one
corner. TLre bottom ill-ustration is No" 2 of one
of these sets, but Itm not sure which.

IIL:::.:1:a:ia,ir.ti:lfl,t'rli;4r.i-iir.:lti/ .l

ilir:Elir*Fn,*1r'*i +;Fr]t**sv*t;&



Players,issued a set titledtt0ld Eng1-andls Defenderstt, which I daresay v.as another
very old set as it is priced at f,,35 for the J0 cards in one of the catalogues I
have. This set apparently had three cards of Rl"I interest:

No. 12
No. 34
No. 39

0fficer 1738
0fficer 1802
Marine 1805

Another early Players set was their ttMi-Iitary Seriestr produced, in 1900, of r+hich
No. 9 was I iragine RMLI, as it showed a head and shoulders figure above crsssed
colours. I notice that in my latest catalogue the price for this set of g0 is
f,40 t t

A further series from the United Kingdom Tobacco Company was trOfficers in FLII
Dressrt ilhich came out in 1!16. I am to1.d that one shor+rs an R]"I Officer of the period
with the Corps Colours over the bottom right hand corner (similar to the Churchnanrs
set mentioned earlier).

A fim called Cohen Weenen and. Company, who manufactured tsweet Cropr rnixture,
issued a set of cards which included a Pri-vate of the RMLI in blue cloth helmet
and scarlet tuni-c leani-ng on his rif1e.

In addition to lcigarettet cards there have from tjme to time been many other
sfunilar card.s issued. by rnanufacturers of household requisites, as for instance the
present cards by Brooke Bond Tea. A company, known as Salmon and Gluckstein,
published a set of cards as ttTraditions of the Army and Navyrt, which includ-ed a
card showing two waistlength figures, one Arti1lery and the other Light Infantry.
Soap was apparently sold w-ith the aid of this type of card as Hustlers at one time
had a set, one of which was, I am told, an early 18th Century Marine with buff
facings stand.ing on the deck of a ship. Barratt and Co. Ltd., whom I assume to be
the confecti-onery manufacturers of Liquorice Allsorts fame, issued a series of 50rrSoldiers of the hiorldtt. I have No. 3gttGreat Britain 18o5tt, which shows a Private
of the Trafalgar period. The artwork is rather poor and does not bear comparison
with the figures in the same uniform mentioned in Sergeant Hendersonts article
(illustrations III and IX on page 5). My catalogue shows this set as available
at 2ip.

I have another card of poor standard which i-s No. lJ of a series of 25 trBritish
Uniformslt published in t943 by Morning Foods Ltd. (Mornflake Quick Cooking Oats).
This set was also issued by Ewbank in 1!$6 and., if you r,vant one, a set will only
cost you about 12p. The card shows an RM Officer in pre 1!lg Review Order.

Two foreign cards have been briefly mentioned to me. One of these shows a Gunner
of the R}{A about 1S10 and the back of the card is printed in Arabic. The other is
from a Geruan series tWohlauf Kameradent (Monopol - Dresden), published about t936,
illustrating British uniforms. There are 360 in the set and card No. 186 shows
Royal Marines j"n fuIL dress pre 191{.

The study of silks, which were issued. in the same manner as cigarette cards, is
apparently almost a complete subject on its own. Many members rnay remember the
excellent set of national flags produced by Kensitas at one tj-me. I karow of
similar but sneller silks of Regimental Crests and notice from the catalogue that
a firm knovm as Drapkin produce a set of 40 of these. Although I have quite a
number of them I have not seen a Royal Marine crest. I do however have a silk of
an RMLI Regimental Colour of this size but it is fuIL of mistakes, being a n-ixture
of the 18$8 and 18p{ colours and includes a gold fringe, vihich of course our
colours did not have. Morris issued a set of 2! sjlks of ltRegimental Colourstt
and I therefore assume mine to be one of these.



Iooking through the catalogues one cannot help wondering how rnny other sets
includEd a noyal 1olarines cird or cards. Surely there rust be a Prettyjohne
Ha1liday or Finch amongst the eight sets of 2! cards each called rrVictoria

Cross Heroesrt and published by CafUgh""s between 1S1$ and 1918. In spite of
their titles, srrcfi series as these nn,y weIL have a Royal Marine and there are
probably rnny others:

Army Ribbons and Buttons (t'litcfren)

Britains Defenders (Araatfr)

Regimental crests, niclorames and collar badges (tq:-tctrett)

Soldiers of the Queen (aOt<in)

Sotdiers of the World (w:-ffs)

I would welcome corrections and additions to this article together with
inforrnation on any other cards not yet mentioned. This could eittrer be sent to
the Eclitor and prrLh"U"O as a lett"r for the inforrnation of everyone. Alterna-
tively it could- be sent to me direct, in whj-ch case I would. submit another article
for tire Newsletter at some later datl and include such additions and corrections.

A*Jr!'

Note: 1. See the article bY R G Harris
tTraditiont No. 48.

2. See RMIIS Newsletter Volume II

on pages 2L - 23 in the Magazine

No. 2 page LJ.
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ROYAL MARINES BURIED IN SINGAPORE DI]RTNG IIIE EARLY 19TI{ CENI'I]RY

(1823 - t96z)

By Ala.n Harfield
Early in 1819 sir T stamford Raffles completed a treaty withof the i-sland of srNGA puRA which resulted in the East fnd,ia
a^trading post on the southern side of urhat is now singapore
1824 a new treaty was rade which ceded the rvhole of siigipore
w"ith all snnlI islands within ten nires of its coast, exceptStraits of Johore ...tr to the East India Company.

the local Sultan
Corpany establishing
Island. In August
Is1andrr... together

for those in the

tlith the establishment of the trading centre the need for d.efence became necessary
and in the early years of the Colony the military forces were und.er comnnnd, ofthe East India Company and continued to be so ,rriit 1858 when Her Majesty Queenvictori-a assumed direct Government of her rndian nrrpire.

Near to the site_of the trading post was a hi11, lcrown 1oc'aIIy as Bukit Iaranganor Forbid"den Hi1I, whj-ch was the ancient burial place of the ttalay Sultans of
the island" It was on thj-s hi1l that Rafftes tuitt hj-s residence in January 182J
and which he used during his visits to the Colony. The hill became lmown as
Goverr:ment Hill as early as L822 and it continued to be l.<rrown as such until 1859.
9o19*:1 CoILyer, of the Madras Engineers, commenced buj-l&ing a Fort on the hillin 1859 which was finally completeO in 1i161. The Fort took its name from
Jiggount Canning wtro was Governor-General of Indla from 18J6 until L862. Thehill then became knouryr as trFort Canning Hiltrr.

An early Christian graveyard uas established high upon the hillside but all tracesof this original cemetery have been obliterated by various rebuildj-ng programmes -the first of which was the construction of the Fort by collyer.
A new site r.'uas selected, lower on_the hill stope, durj-ng 1823 but the cemetery
was not officially used until 7826. A number of gravesiones from the earlier
cemetery were removed and. placed in the lower cemetery but unfortunately thereis no record of whi-ch stones were transferred. Initiilly the burials in the
cemetery were restricted. to the seavrard" side and above the level of the centralpa!h. This portion was consecrated by the Bj-shop of Calcutta on 6th october 1834
and was normally reserved for Protestant burials. The ground at the j-nland end.
was used. for Catholic burials from 1835 onwards, but a d.istinct segregation was
not obsenred" until 1845. In that year the area of the cemetery vras again extend.edto include the ground to the east of the central path. In 184li the rnihole cemetery
was enclosed by a brick rtrall and two arehes were constructed, one on the seaward
side and one opposite, on the land side. These arches were Lui-It to the designsof Captain Charles Edward Faber, the Superintending Engineer of the Colony.
Regular buri-a1s ceased- completely in the ttFort Canningrr cemetery in April 1g65,
when the cemetery on the Bukit Timah Road was opened.

Buckley, when writing his history of Singapore in 1909, said that the conditionsof the memorial stones in the old Christian cemetery were such that they wereIt ... fast falling into pieces and the inscriptions becomj-ng i11egib1e...rr. He
also. suggeste'J,, at that time, that a clerk would well be employed-in copying thedetails from the stones and the report deposited at the l,ibiary. Th-is does not
appear to ever have been done.

F_rgm a Yery careful search of the few memorial stones tkrat rernain today in the
o1d Christian cemetery no trace can be found. of any Royal Marine memorials.
However in ttre present day Military cemetery at UIu Pa;dan the Book of Remembrance
shows the following members of the Royal t"tariles as harring d.ied in Singapore inthe early 1$th Century, and as harring been buried in the OId Christi-a.n-CLmetery
located on what is now lqrorvn as trFort Canning Hj-ILrr:
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Personnel listed in Book of Remembrance

Marine W. Chappe11.

Marine J. Daynan.

Marine G. Forster.
Marine J. Gough.

Marine W. Griffin.
Marine Sergeant J" Palnar.

Marine W. Ward

Died. 11 September 18{!

Di-ed 6 December 1847

Died. 2Q l'Iay 1854

Died 20 October 1848

Died 2/ July 1834

Died 17 0ctober 1849

Died 23 December 7843

Served on:

HI.{S Fury

Hl'{S Spiteful
HMS Lily
HI.{S Fury

HMS Imogene

HI*{S Arab

HMS Harlequin.
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General
showing
area in

view of the Christian CemeteWt on Fort Canning Hill -
the Protestant area in the foreground and the CathoU-c
the background.

The Bayonet of Sergeant Prettyjohn VC, RMLI

fhe bayonet illustrated above has recently been presented to the Museum by
a direct descendant of Sergeant Prettyjohn VC. It is an 1856 Patteryr sword
Bayonet, P$8, commonly known as a Pattern 2 for the short Lee Enfield Rif1e.
This bayonet r,ihich has a 2J i:ncln blade was first issued to the Corps in 1857.
Although there j-s no way of authentj-cating the bayonet to prettyjohn, it
wou1d. seem to be a fair assumption as it has been handed down through the
family.
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BELI,E ISLE - 1945

Bv DAYID YOIING

In the stud.y of n-ilitary history interest is usually focussed on to the successful
battles and operations as it is these that provide the glory upon which our proud
heritage i-s built. Belle Is1e, however, was not a success and it was the first
serious reverse tlnat 45 Commando, Royal Marines, ever received in action, but even
j-n ad.versity the unit dj-splayed the kind of gal1antry that has made the Commdando
spJ-rit renowned throughout the world.

45 Corurnndo ras formed. on 1st August 1943 and underwent the Commando Course at
Achnacarry as a complete unj-t j-n November of that year. The early part of 1944
was spent in advanced amphibious and group training in preparation for the D-Day
landings, in which rrFour Fiverr participated. For the next two months the unit,
part of No. 1 SS Brigade, fought a bitter uar in the trenches of Normandy before
the German defence finally collapsed and the Commando was able to spearhead the
chase across France. In September Eour Five r,ras withd.rawn from action, for rest
and retraining, havi-ng lost nearfy half its original numbers kj-lIed or wounded.
In January L945 it was time to return to the fray, this time in Hol-land. On 23rd
January Four Five (Li-eutenant-Co1one1 W.N. Gray, DSO, RI{) fought the memorable
action on the Montforterbeek to gain a foothold on the much vaunted German Sieg-
fried Switch Line. It was here that the bravery of Lance Corporal Eric Harden
R.A.M.C. resulted j-n the award, of a posthumous Victoria Cross" The next target,
on this bitter snow-covered terrain, was Belle Is1e, so nicknamed because of its
shape, which lay across the fast-flowing River Maas. Beyond Belle IsIe 1ay the
town of Merum with its Gerran Headquarters.

The operation was planned to be carried out in two phases with the ul-timate aim of
a raid on Merum to gain additional informatj-on on the German forces in the area.
Phase I was to be the silent capture of Belle Isle - the enemy strength was believed
to be one platoon at the l-ock at the west of the island - and Phase II the recrossing
of the Maas and the raid. on Merum. Tl:re 27tLt January was selected as D-Day (ot1y
two days of preparation) with H-Hour at 21J0 hours. It was directed that the task
should be completed by 0730 the next morning. J Troops were assigned" to the
operation: D Troop (t"tajor R.H.W. Kirby RM) was to carry out Phase I, E Troop
(Captain I.N.W. Beadle MC, RM) r*as to cover the crossing and set up a brid.ge-head
on the Island., B Troop (Captain J.E. Day, RM) was to undertake Phase III.
Sj.multaneously the south-east corner of the island was to be raided by a sub-
section of A Troop.
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Rehearsals and training were, of necessity, hasty and sledges were rapidly con-
structed by 1 Troop Royal Marine Engineer Comnando (who were to provid,e the boat
parties for the crossing) on which to haul the boats across Betle Isl-e. For the
first time Four Five was to be clad j-n rfarctic clothingtt and each man on the
raj-d.i-ng and. assault parties was provid.ed with a snow suit.

The omens for Operation Befle Isle were particularly bad.. An inltial recce party
on 26th January was spotted half way across the river and had to pu11 back thus
bej-ng unable to gain any further intelligence - apart from the already known fact
that the island was occupied! 0n the night things *idnlt start too welJ- ei-ther.
As the tense Corurnndos waited" eagerly for H Hour news came through that supporting
Artillery communications had broken d,own and" timings had" to be put back for half
an hour.

The first crossing of D Troop and the bridge-head sub-section of E Troop r*as
successful and unopposed, however, the strong current of the icy waters of the
Maas (@ knots) made paddling hard. work. The brilliant moonli-ght which reflected
off the flat snow-covered fj-e1ds made obserr,.ation for the defenders all too easy
and. despite their snow suits D Troopts presence did not remain a secret for 1ong.
As the Troop approached j-ts target the heavy fJ-ring of a violent battle coufd be
heard., but as yet no details - radio comrmrnj-cati-ons had" broken down again. Our
own artillery and mortars then engaged their pre-planned enemy targets but the
struggle on Bel-1e Isle stil1 seemed to continue with increasing ferocity. Now
that the Gernans throughout the sector had been alerted, the raid on Merum was
obviously golng to be too hazardous and was therefore cancelled. Instead B Troop
was d.iverted to the task of helping to extricate D Troop so that we could withdraw
from the i-s1and altogether.

The problem now was to build up enough reinforcements on the far side of the
river. As it was flowj-ng so swiftly the same number of men was required to paddle
the boats back as had taken them across. A fine had to be taken across as a matter
of urgency. Helping B Troop in thj-s task uas a detachment of J Troop No, 10
(Inter-A11ied) Comnnndo, who were to have assisted in getting the infornration
from Merrrm. Three desperate atterpts were made to get the line across but the
boats were being swept downstream to a distance of over {00 yards whj,ch w-as farther
than the length of rope. The river at this poi-nt l{as over 100 yards wide.

By now the wound.ed of rrDog?t Troop were beginning the painful process of dragging
themselves thz'ough the snow back to the bridge-head. The sixty-strong Troop had
been severely depleted.. Ten dead, thirteen r*ounded and four in enemy hand"s.
Those captured included Major Kirby and Lieutenant Alvey, who were both wounded
and subsequently taken to German headquarters in a factory in Merum (which,
incidentally, had observed the operation from the very outset). Matters were
further complicated by the Gerrmns who tried to wipe out the survivors at the
brid"ge-head.. Thei-r efforts were largely frustrated by B Troop and the remaind.er
of E Troop on the south bank and Marj-ne C1ark, a Bren gunner with the bridge-head
group, who virtual.ly beat off one attack single handed, killing several Germans.

By now the wounded and other survivors were being evacuated but as the boats were
so full those able bod"ied. Marines, not needed for pad,dling, had to swim alongside
the overladen craft for severaf minutes in the icy r.,iaters. It was truly a night-
rnare trip as the brave Comrnandos clung on to their comrad.es and to the sides of
the boats, their bodies completely numbed by the freezing water. When the bank
was reached, after what must have seemed an eternity, the Medical- Section, with
their traditional efficiency and sympathy, soon took care of the battle casualties
and those others, soaked to the skin, suffering from exhaustion and exposure.

Throughout the night the weary Marines kept up the supporting fire whilst others
toiled to and fro across the ri.ver bringing back the stragglers and piecing
together what had happened" to the gallant D Troop.

The nightts encounter had not been entirely in vain as one party under Captail
K.J. Griffiths of No. f0 (fnter-A11ied) Comnnndo had been able to recover a map
from the body of the German Comrnander on the Island giving invaluable details of
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Geruan positions j-n the neighbourhood. It was also learnt that at least 20
Germans (ttre Uu1ter Parachutist Regiment) had been killed which was no mean feat
considering the disadvantages of the attacker on this occasion.

Belle Isle was by no means a fj-asco but nevertheless a severe setback to an
outstanding unit whose dj-et had. been one of success. there were several
contributory factors to this failure. Firstly there was very little time for
preparatiorl. Secondly the j-nitial reconnaissance party was unable to get more
information. Thirdly the two-phase p1.an in one night was too ambitious.
Fourthly the clinntic and geographical conditions which hampered the movement of
one of the most important items of any nilitary operation - the reserve. Despite
thj-s, however, Four Five was able to show in the withdraual that it possessed. all
the qualities of a highly trained anil disciplined unit and" it was not long before
j-t was to be back on the trail of victory again - spearheading the advance deep
into Hitlerls Germany.

D.Y.

David Young has recently completed. a
Marines, entitled tFour Fivet, uilrich
tr\rl} details of the publication will

comprehensive history of 45 Comnrando, Roya1
j-s due to be publisheil later this year.
appear in a later Newsfetter.

Ed"itor.
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GALI.A.NTRY AWARDS TO THE ROYAL MARINES 1856 - 1970

BV IAN SCOTT BELL

The following chart shows a record. of operational awards for gallantry nnde to
the Corps, since the introduction of the Victoria Cross (VC), Distinguished.
Conduct Medal- (OCU) and Conspicuous Gallantry l"leda1 (CCU) during the Crimean
War. As far as possible I have broken down this record to show the campaigns
and minor wars in which these awards were earned.. Ia.ck of space does not perrn-it
this in the case of First and Second. World War awards.

I have intentionally ornitted awards of the Corpanion of the Bath (CS) for
gallantry as this would" require a great deal of extra research and in any case
coul-d. well l-eave some scope for a future article. I belj-eve that Major WeJ-ler,
2 f/c *f the 4th Battalion RM received the last CB awarded to the Corps for
gallantry, at Zeebrugge. Nor have I included aw-ards of the Empire Ga1lantry
Medal (pCU), the Albert Medal (.qM) and various classes of the 0rder of the
British Empire awarded operationally, as these simply faII into the tttoo dj-fficult
categoryrr.

All- the awards shown on the chart are support+d. by medal rol1s held" in the Corps
Museum. The totals of award.s nrade are as follows:
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44

109 + 11
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136

460
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BV GRAHAT HEIiNESSY

The first record of a rrchiefrr to co-ordinate the administrati-on of the Marines
is in 1702, when Colonel i{i11i-am Seymour was appointed Brigailier General of the
six Marine Regiments raised on 1st June,

His duties were trto obserye that the men are comfortably quartered, that the
officers are attentive to their respective departments and that the marine
soldiers when embarked on board. ship are supplied w-ith proper sea-clothes and
other suitable necessitiesrr .

Why Colonel Seymour l,ras appointed. to this office is not Imown. He had commanded
one of the four Regiments of Marines in 1698, and was at that time Colonel of a
regJ-ment of foot, which was fourth in the Iine, and which on 23rd March 1/0J
was made a Regiment of Marines, in place of Colonel Mordauntls. Hi-s regiment was

later honoured with the title rrQueen?s Own Regiment of Marinestt, but reverted
to a foot regiment in t/Lt,

Brigadier Seymourls appointment is called 'rlnspecting Officer of Marine
Regimentsrr in records of L7O4.

It is not known whether Brigad.ier Seymour gave up this post before his regiment
reverted to a regiment of foot in L711, but on 2nd November LJLO, General the
Earl of Peterborough was appointed ttCaptain-Genera1 of the Marine Forces in
Great Britainrr. His pay was f,,5 a day.

The Marine Regiments were disband.ed in IJLJ, and all the officers placed on
half-pay. Between lJt$ and. L739, there were four Independ.ent Companies of
InvaU.ds with one norninal and unattached General of Marines.

Sj-x more regiments of Marines were raised Ln t739, but there is no record of the
appointment of one officer to superintend them. However, Colone1 Edward Wolfe,
who was presunrably the senior Co1one1, was frequently sent instructions and told
to inform the other Colonels of Marines. These six Regiments of Marines, and the
four that were add.ed in 1740, were administered presumably in the same way as
Regiments of Foot, and it would have been unnecessary to have had a separate
administrative commander, any more than for a group of Regiments of Foot.

When three regiments of Marines were raised in New York, Colonel Spottiswood. of
Virginia was appointed Commander of all three, and Colonel Blakeney r,'as appointed.
his Adjutant Genera}.

There is no record of the Admiralty appointing a chief for the ten Marine
Regiments when they were placed under their control on 28th February 1747. The
regiments were disbanded" the next year.

In Aprl1 t755, a force of Marines was again raised, this time organised jn three
divisions, with a total of fifty companies. In each division, there was one
Lieutenant-Colonel and one Major.

For the first eight months, there was no co-ordinating head. of the Corps, and
orders were sent direct to the Comnnnd.ing Officers of Divisions by the Secretary ;l

of the Admiralty. But on lpth December IVSS, Lt. CoI. J. Paterson tf," commandant lt -!

at Portsmouth was promoted to Colonel and'he moved up to the Adrniralty in Inndon.
He wou1d appear to have been more of an adviser than a head, because the Secretary
of the Adm:iralty continued to correspond direct with the corurnnding officers.

Tn lJg)r trBlue Col-onel-ciestr were introduced., and two flag offlcers were appointed,
one as General of }4arines at f,5 a dayt and the second as Lieutenant General of
Marines at f,4 a day. In tJ6O, the post of Colonel of Marines in Iondon was

abolished, and replaced by three ColoneJ-s of Marines, comnranding the three
divisions; these posts were he1.d by itthree sea captains, whilst waiting promotion
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to Flag Rankt', This practice continued until 1837.

It was not until L771, when the Earl of Sandwich was First lord, that Marine
officers could reach the rank of Colonel-corunandant. From this year until 1858,

no matter what brevet or Army rank an offj-cer he1d, he could become no higher
than a Colonel in the Marines. There are serreral cases of biographies giving
an officerts rank as rrColonel of Marines and Lieutenant General in the Armyrl.

In 1821, Colonels of I'Iarines who were promoted, Lieutenant General j-n the Army

had. to relinquish the command of a dj-vision. The grant of Arrny or brevet rank
of Major General and above to Marine Offi-cers dates frcri. 1777.

In 1783, when the Corps was 4510 strong, the fotlowing establishment was allowed
trfor the proper and regular managementtt of seventy companies:

1 General " I Naval officers1 Lt. General ) .'-
: d"rl""it-' j mentioneil above

4 Colonels-commandant, one of whom to reside constantly
in london, to attend the Board of Adrniralty, in the
nature of ad-jutant general
T,-i eutenant Colonels
Majors
Quartermasters
Ad.jutants.

In 1802, when the Corps became Royal, an official letter to the head of the
Corps called him ttCommandant of the Marinesrr.

In 1809, the Corps had risen to J0r000 effective men and 1$00 boys, and it was

deciilefl that the pay of thetrcolonel-commandan! resident in townrr should be

raised from €,2 to fl3 a day.

In 1814 the Colonel Commandant Resident i-n Iondon had on his staff a captain as

Assistant Adjutant-General and a captain as Secretary. 0n 19th July 182J, the
post was changed to ttDeputy Adjutant-Genera}r.

From 1BJ1 to 1837, Sir John Savage was Deputy Adjutant-General of the Marines.
tn t8ll, this oificer hid had seventy-two years service of which nine were in
the gist regiment of foot, three in the {Bth regiment and_sixty in the Marines.
Two other colonels of Marines holding brevet major-general rank had respectively
fifty-eight and fifty-three years service.

It was not surprising that the Admiralty arranged a board of survey, and as a

result an 0rder in CJuncj-l dated 21st June 1837 was issued creating six additional
retirements on full pay for Colonels Comnrandant, as a rtmeans of removing worn-out
officers from the command of the divisions of Royal Marinesrr.

Colonel Sir Richard Williams, who was a member of the 1837 comnrission for
enquiring into promotion and retirement, reoommended thir.t ttthe senior officer of
the corps, whatever his rank may be, should be a comrnndant-i-n-chief, and-not
only reiide in Iondon, but sit at the Board of.Admiralty whenever discussions
ariie respecting the marinestr. This recommendation was not agreed, because a

Lieutenant Colonel was selected" as the next DAG.

In 186J, the office of Inspector General was r'e-established. In 1831, ?n
Inspector-General was introduced in place of the Deputy Adjutant-General. The

pori *r given to a civilian, who was also the Paynraster to the Royal Marjnes.
it" ,us np1d.e a Major-General in the Army to give hirn authority over the Colonels
of Marines. However the D.A.G. continued. to trota on to his post, and" in 1836

the appointment of Inspector-General was abolished. See the 0rder-in4ouncil
which follows the article. The Navy List of December 1863, contains thb following
entry:

6
6

J
6
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Staff of the Royal llarines Forces,
7 New Street,

Spring Gardens.

Inspector General Major General A.D. Stransham
DAG Colonel G.C. I-angleY
AAG Lt. Col. G.B. RodneY.

General Stransham was by no means the Senior officer in the Corps, there being
two Generals, three Lleutenant Generals and two Major Generals above him on the
seniority fist. The five senior Generals were Colonels of the four R}'ILI and

one Rtr,1;1 iivisio.rs. General Stransham was relieved by Major General Travers in
1867, and the post was abolished in 1868.

It is interesting to note in passing, that in 1B7O the establishment allowed
twelve general olfi""tr, three in t[e RMA and nine in the RMLI' The appointment
of Colonels of Divisions was abolished, and General Officers retired at the age

of 70. The strength of the Corps at this time was 14r 000'

The title of the head. of the Corps became Adjutant-General in l)14,, General-
gfficer Comrnnd.ing Royal Marj-nes in L944 and Comrnndant General in July 1945'

It is assumed" that co10ne1 Patersonts office was in wallingford Flouse, whitehall,
with the Admiralty. However when the Navy Board moved to Somerset House, the

Commandant j-n Town had an office at 39 Cadogan P1ace. After t869, the DAG rnas

at 7 New Street, Spring Gardens with the Board of Ad-miralty.- It is not }crown

whether the DAG moved to the new office in Whitehall in 1Q06, but later on the
office was moved to Dorland House. In 0ctober LQIZ, the Royal Marines Office
moved. to eueen Annets Mansions, and moved back to Wir:-tehalt in April t963'

G.H.H.

/t-/\il luo iln '. ,

1*

tqilrS \>

11th Mav. 1836

INSPECTOR_GENERAL OF ROYAI, MARINES - THE OI'FICE OI

whereas, by His late Majestyts order in council of the lpth July tB25' the Staff
of tfr" ifoyif Marine Cor{s rlsj-dent in Iondon was fixed at the following establlsh-
ment viz. - a Colonef-Comnrandant and Deputy Adjutant-Genera1, and an Assistant
Adjutant-General; and ilhereas by Your Mijestyls 0rder in council of 31st January
18:1, upon the a6olition of the office oi e"5rrraster of the Royal Marines, and

the coniolitlation of the duties of that office with those of the Treasurer of
your Majestyts Navy and of the Deputy Adjutant-General, Your Majesty was graciously
pleased to iuthorile the followin! "rtrbti"hment 

of th_e Staff of the Royal Marine

bo"pr resident in London t vj:z. - in lieu of the Colonel-Commandant and Deputy

Adjltant-Genera1, and thl Assistant Ailjutant-Genera1, an Inspector-General and a

Brigad.e Major; urrd ,h"."as the provisions of the fast-mentioned Order in Council
havE been only partially carried. into effect by the appoi-ntrnent_ of an Inspector-
General, ana wnlreas thl appointments of Deputy Adjutant-General and Assistant
Adjutant-General, as sanct-ilned by Your Majlstyr" Order in Council of July lB25'
have nevertheless been continued. untll the-present time; and whereas we are of
opinion that the same number of officers as sanctioned by 0rder in Council is
,*p1y sufficient for the due performance of al-l the duties of the Staff of the

"orpi resident in london, and that the office of Inspector-General is unnecessary:
we therefore humbly submit to Your Majesty that Your Majesty may be graciously
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pleased to rescind so much of the 0rder in Council of 1831 as sanctions the
appointment of an Inspector-General and a Brigade-Major, and that Your Majesty
will be pleased to direct that the Staff of the Royal Marines Corps resident in
lnndon may be fi-xed for the future at a Deputy Adjutant-General, with an allowance
of one pound per idem, in ad"d.j-tion to the pay of his rank, j-n lieu of al1 emol-uments
unless he shall have attained the rank of Colonel-Commandant, in which case he
shal-I have two pounds ten shillings per diem in lieu of all pay and emoluments,
and an Assistant Adjutant-Genera1, r.'rith an allowance of twelve shillings and
sixpence per diem, in ad.dition to the pay of his rank in the corps, in lieu of
al-f emoluments. And. we would further submit to Your Majesty, in the event of
the present Deputy Adjutant-General and Assistant Adjutant-General being retained,
that these officers should be allowed to enjoy the pay and emoluments they are
at present in receipt of, that the new rate of pay and aflowances should only
take effect upon the appointment of their successors.

HEADS OF THE CORPS

BRIGADIER GENERAL AND INSPECTING OFFICER

2L702 Brigadier William Seymour

CAPIAIN GENERA], OF THE MAR]NE FORCES IN GREAT BRITAIN

2nd November 1710 General the Earl- of Peterborough

SENI0R C0LONEL (in l-ondon)

lpth December 1755 Cofonel J. Paterson (Ma3or General in the Army)
(Post abolished in 1760)

SENIOR COLONEL (at Ports,mouth)

2Jrd February 1/61 Colonel T, Drury (Ualor General)

COMMANDANT IN TOWN

1 Sep 1/Bl
24 Dec l79t
29 oct t794

15 Feb 1795

21 Dec 1803

24 Dec 1806

29 Apr 1814

Colonel J Mackenzie (f,t. General)

Colonel H. Smith (Lt. General)

Colonel J. Tupper (Ua5or General)

Col-onel Wm Souter Johnston (Lt. General)

. Colonel John Campbell (Lt. General)

Colonel John Barclay (tt. General)

Colonel Sir Henry neIL (Major General)

DEPUTY AD TUTANT-GB{ERAI

1 Aug 1B2J Colonel James Campbetl (tUaior General)

17 Mar 1831 Colonel J.B. Savage

1 Jan 1818 r,t. CoI. Sir John Owen (t"tajor General)

14 Dec 1854 Lt. Col. S.R. Wes1ey (Co1one1)

1 jan 1862 Lt. Col. G.C. rangley

1 Ju1 186/ Colonel- S.N. Lowder'

10 Ju1 18/2 Maj. Gen. G.A. Schomberg

1 Oct 1875 Colonef G.B. Rodney

I Sep 18/8 Maj. Gen. C.W. Adair
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3 Sep 18Bl

2p Aug 1888

29 Aus 1893

1 Mar 1!00

1p June 1!02

1$ June 1P0/

26 June 1!11

Maj General

Maj General

Lt. General

Maj General

Maj General

Maj General

Maj General

J.W.C. Williams

H.S. Jones

Si-r H.B. Tuson

J.I. Morris

W.P. Wright

W. T. Ad.air

W.C. Nicholls

AD.TUTANT GmIERAL (from 1914)

Colonel D. Mercer

Maj General G.M. Campbell

Colonel H.E. Blumberg

Colonel A.R.H. Hutchison

Lt. General L.S.T. Halliday VC

Maj General R.r/.T. Ford

Maj General R.F.C. Foster

Lt. General W.l{. Godfrey

Lt. General A.G.B. Bourne

It. General T.T,. Hunton

COMI,{ANDANT GBIERAL ROYAL ].{ARINES (from 1945)

Lt. General R"A.D. Brooks

Lt. General Sir Leslie Hollis
Lt,, General J.C. Westall

Lt. General C.R. Hardy

Lt. General I.H. Riches

Lt,. General M.C. Cartltright-Taylor
Lt. General N.H. Tailyour
Lt. General P.W.C. Hellings

Note: Ranks shown are on appointment. Ranks in
brackets are Army or Brevet Rank.
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ROYAL MARINES ON VANCOUVERIS ISLAND 1B4B

From material supplied by David, Ross

The photographs that follow show two sketches and two uatercol-ours made by
Lieutenant J T Haverfield N, on Vancouyerts Island in 18{8, whilst servJ-ng aboard
HMS Constance. The ori-gi-nal material is held in the Provincial Archj-ves of Brj-tish
Columbia and these photographs were sent to the Museum by David Ross, To include
them in the Newsfetter it has been necessary to re-photograph and reduce them in
size, resulting in a consid.erable loss in definition.

The four works are interesting, for not only do they provid,e one of the earliest
recorded views of British Columbia, but they are original sketches done on the spot
by the artist. Haverfield was the Lieutenant of llarines on HMS Constance, the
first British Naval ship to anchor in Esquimalt Harbour. The Constance had been
sent to Vancouverts Island by Ad.miral Phipps Hornby to investj-gate the seriousness
of cases of Indian aggression reported by Hudsonrs Bay Company Offj-cers. Haverfj-eld,
like all nrilitary and. Naval officers of his time, had some training in sketching
and t'vatercolouring. Although his work is primitive, he is able to convey the j-mage
well. Haverfieldrs record of service is as follows:

Comnrissioned as a Znd" Lj-e.utenant on 1{ 0ctober 1B{J and appointed to
HI'{S Constance on the Paci.fic Station 2 May LB46, sailing to
Vancouverls Island" in 1848. Haverfield was promoted 1st Lieutenant
27 l4ay 1848 and in 1BJ2 he transferred. to HMS Trincomalee, and-
remained. on the Pacific Station until September IBSZ. He was
promoted Captain 1 6 September 18$6 and after a three year period
at home in England he joi-ned HI'{S Narcissus on the Cape of Good
Hope and Africa Station, 27 December LB\J, returning in July t86+.
He retired on 2 November 1868 with the honoury rank of Major and
died in 1885.

Haverfieldrs old ship the Trincomafee is stj-ll afloat in Portsmouth Harbour, now
known asrrThe Foudroyanttr. She is maintained by a private Trust and used. as a
holiday traJ-ning ship for youth organisations. She has not been docked for
sixty-eight years and unless money can be raj-sed for a refit she may well- have
to be broken up. The rifle racks of her Royal Marines Detachment (probably used
when Haverfield uas on board,) have been found recently in a lgfory holer in the
bilges. The origi-na1 ship lrras named. in commemoration of Hughest victory off
Trinconralee in 1782, Three shi-ps of the line have borne this name:

1. Sloop. Prize purchased" in 7799, Blown up in action 1799.

2. Sloop. Prize (nx Glore) taken 1801.

3. lth rate laid d.own t8t7. served west rnd.ies and North America
station crimean war returning to England in 1860s. used. as a
Royal Naval Reserve driIl ship first at Hartlepool and rater
southampton. sold in 1897 but requisitioned by the Royal Navy
as HMS Foudroyant 194l-1947.
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(fop) A Surprise. A Wood near Fort Victoria, Vancouverts Island 1848,
peniil sketch l$tt * 7rtt. The surprise mentioned in the title came in
the form of gunfire fron the Indians (edge of wood to the left of guns).
There were no casualties and the Ind.ians retired in good order to leave
the sailors (rnnning the guns) and Marines (foreground and right) to do
their drills. The fj-nished watercolour (1gtt x 7tt) of the pencil sketch
is shown below. The short lived hostility of the In*ians soon garre way
to the friendly scenes r,rhich Haverfield. captures in the next two works.
According to contemporary obserwers this incident took place a few
minutes march from the Hudson Bay Company Fort and within the present
city limlts of the City of Vancouver.
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(fop) Bivouac, a pencil sketch i 1j;r - 7!rr. The skirrnish of earlier in the day
seems to have passeil lviihout serj-ons j-ncident" The presence of the two Indian
Chiefs in the foregrounC incllcates that this meetj-ng ir,as of some importance.
Cooking fires, freshly hung rk:er and a i,?agon marked HBC (probably containing
liquor) tend to confirm that this was a festive occasion. Haverfieldts eye
for detail is evid.ent here as it is easy to pick out the l-oose flowing Indian
hairstyles, and the sa.ilcrs tents in the background, etc. F{e uas obvi-ous1y
impressed with the independent and ferocious Indians from the Southern tip
of Vancouverls Island", shal,,ing them in lhe f,inest tradi-tions of the trnoble
savagerr. The &if f erence betireer: tire penr,:i-tr sketch and the uatercolour
(10tt x /" shor,m beloiv) ai.e p::o,ba.i..i31 61',;s to artistj-c license.
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EYENTS IEADING UP TO THE BATTI,E OF TAMMI

f d.o not wish to bore members with Egyptian history, but I think it is necessary
to give a brief outline of events which led up to the war of 1882-89, in ord,er to
place the battle of Tanraai in perspective.

After Napoleon was driven out of Egypt by the Brj-tish in 1801, the control of the
country r.lras retumed to the Turks. fn 1840 MeheflLit Ali proclaimed himself
hereditory viceroy of Egypt and remained so until d,eposed by his son Tewfik in
L879, although by that time his title had changed to Khe&lve.

The degree of independ"ence from Turkish dornination enjoyed by the Edyptians during
this period was superficial, and probably would have remained so had the Suez Canal
not been opened in 186p, thus nnking it necessary for Brj-tain and France to take a
closer interest in Egyptian affairs.

By 1881 the internal affairs of Egypt were in a state of chaos. During the course
of the year the Army twice mutinied for more pay, led on the second occasion by
Arabi Pasha, whilst in the South Sheik Mohomed Ahmed of Dongola proclaimed himself
Mahdl.

The Allies demanded the resignati-on of Arabi Pasha who had become Minister of War
in 1882, forcing the weak and by now virtually powerless Kheilive to turn to Turkey
for assistance, This r+as too much for the British and French, who demanded more
control of state affairs, and despatched a combined squad.ron to Alexand.ria il
Ifuy 1882. This act provoked anti-European riots, rohich culminated in a rebel-l-ion
and rnssacre on 11 July. By this time the regime had completely lost control of
the situation, so that when the rebels refused to dismantle fortifications guarding
Alexand.ria, the British Squadron bombarded the City and La.nded marines to restore
order. For reasons best larown to ttremselves the French opted out of this action,
thus surrend.ering their potential share of clual control of Egypt, leaving only
their financi-aI interest in the Canal.

Arabi Pasha, by now dismissed. by the Khedive, withdrew the mrtinous Egytrltian Army
in1anil. The Khedive placed. himself under British protection and requested that
they restore law and order J-n Egypt.

After actions at Kassassi-n (August 1882) and Tel-el-Kebir (September 1882) Arabi
Pasha surrendered and the Khedive was restored to power but henceforward as a
British puppet.

The Egyptian Army, which was disbanded and then reformed, under British Officers,
attempted to quell the Mahdi in the south in 188J, but were totally unsuccessful,
and so early in the following year the British Army moved i-nto the Eastern Soudan
to pacify the 1ocal rebels Ied by Osran Dinga.

Editor
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TAMAAI - 13th March 1884

(Oy Captain E P Brittan RI'{A)

Just eleven years ago occumed" the first English expedition to the Eastern Soudan.
ft ,itt be remember"d thut the defeat of General Bakerst force (4 f'etruary 1884)
at EI-Teb, following as it did the annj-hilation of General Hickst arnry at Kasghil,
created a most painful impression in England.

The situation was briefly this:

Two arrn-ies 1ed by English comnranders, and officered in great measure by Englishmen
had been successively destroyed.; of the Egyptian garrisons of Sinkat and Tokar,
one was lcrown to have been sacrificed., and the other rnight share j-ts fate any day;
Suakim itself was seriously threatened.

Bs Solinamet

The crossed swords and date 2p February to the South west of
Trinkitat indicates the battle of El Teb. The crossed sword.s

and" date 1J March, South East of Suakim indicate the site of
the battl-e of Tamaai.

So, on the 6th pebruary 1884, HMls Government clecided to undertake defence of
Suakim, and in answer to a dernnd from Admiral Hewett, who was in command. of the
British Squadron at Suakim, prornised him !00 Marines, 1{0 of whom were then on
their "ry hom" on the 0rontes from China and the East Indies, the renainder being
sent at once from the ships of the Mediterranean Squad.ron, under the comrnand. of
Major Colwe}l RMLI, of the flagship Alexandra.
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Suakim 1884. This picture shows the Royal Marine Battalion Sick Bay
just outside the city wal1s. Unfortunately the Museum Archives do not
identify the cl-istj-nguished. looking gentlenan second from the left.

0n the 12th February, however, j-n consequence of a telegram announcing the faIL of
Sinkat, it was decid.ed to despatch a British force to endeavour to effect the
relief 0f the garrison of Tokar.

I

The comnand. of the expedition was given to Major-General Sir Gerald" Graham.
Colonel Tuson CB ADC RMA, as Colonel, and Captain Poe RMLT, as Ad.jutant of the
RM Battation, were sent out from England, also on the 28th of February the
following force was concentrated at Trinkitat:

2850 Infantry (including 380 RMA and RMLI)

750 Mounted Troops

1j0 Naval Brigade
100 Royal Arti1lery
B0 Roya1 Engineers

6 Machi-ne Guns

8 7-Pounders Royal Artillery.

0n the afterrroon of the 28 February, the force nrarched out and bivouacked at Fort
Baker, and on tk.e 29th advanced. and defeated with great slaughter the rebels who

were entrenched at El-Teb. 0n the following morning the narch was contjrrued. to
Tokarrwhich place was reached without any further fighting. 0n the { March, Sir
G Graham and" his force returned to Trinkitat, bringing with them the inhabitants
of Tokar, and on the following morning embarked for Suakim, where the Government
had d.ecided to concentrate it, wi-th a view to giving effect to a proclamation
issued by Sir G Graham and A&niral Hewett, denouncing Osman Digna, the leader of
the rebels, and" calling on the rebel chiefs to subrnit. No answer having been
received to this proclarntion, another was j.ssued on the B March, warning the Arabs
of Sir G Grahantls intention of marching on their camp at Tamaai-, and again urging
them to subm:it. In answer to this a defiant reply was received, signed by a large
number of Sheiks.
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The British force consi-sted now of the 10th and 1!th Hussars, tkre {?nd Black Watch,
the 3rd Kingts Royal Rifles, the 75th Gordon Highlanders, the 65th York and
Lancaster, the Bgth Royal Irish Fusiliers, a Naval Brigad.e from the ships in the
Harbour, a Battalion of RI,IA and RMLI, the Mounted Infantry, and two Batteries of
Royal ArtiI1ery.

So, on the 10th March there was a move forward nearly south from Suakim to a
zeriba made some weeks before by Baker Pasha, about eight mj-1es out; thj-s was
re-constructed and water stored there, and the {2nd, Regiment was }eft to prrrtect it.

At 6 p m on the l1th, the Artillery and Infantry advanced to Bakerrs zeriba,
reaching it about 10. J0 p m. The general total- of the force of Artillery and
Infantry amounted to 116 Officers and 3216 Non-Corun-issioned 0fficers and men.

The Royal Marine Battalion included RI*{A and RMLI from all parts of the Chj-na,
East Indian and Meditemanean Squadrons, and now tctalled 1{ Officers, 46{ Non-
Commissioned 0ffj-cers and men, in six compani-es, under the corunand of Colonel
Tuson, RMA; the other 0fficers being:

Major Co1we11, RMLI

A Co Bt-Major A Al1en, RMA )

Major Alexandra

Temeraire

Superb

Al-exandra

( nt-Uajor Tucker, RMA )
)B co I Lieut Aston, RMA )( 

"C Co Lieut F White, RMLI r+

( Lieut Kysh, RMLI

Temeraire

[?|il:L Arexandra

Superb

Superb

Monarch

Euryalus

D co f nert Rogers, RMLr t(-'r
)

E Co Lieut Prendergast, RMLI )

F Co Bt-Major Schomberg, RMLI ]
)

Captain Baldwin, RMLI Adjutant
Captai-n Morgan, RMLI Staff Officer to Colonel Tuson

Staff-Surgeon Martin, RN

Surgeon Crrcss, RN

Li-eut Kysh in addition to his Company duties, was Acting Quartermaster and Transport
Officer. 34th Co C1r-Sergeant Hirst was Acting Sergeant-Major.

The troops left in camp and garrison at Suakim, consisted of the Cavalry Brigade,
and Mounted Infantry, with ord.ers to join the Infantry early next morning, and" the
following details left to protect the camp and town, v:-z, 100 Royal Marines
(Artil1ery and Infantry), in Fort Euryalus guardi-ng the town with five guns in
position; Officers - Lieut Brittan, R}{A and Surgeon McCarthy, RN; a1t the sick and
weakly men left in charge of the main camp, the tents being left standing, under
the command. of Lieut-Colonel Gordon, DAAG.

At daybreak on tlrre tZt}r, the Cavalry and the Mounted. Infantry watered at Suakim,
and joined the force at Bakerrs zeriba (mentioned above), about 7 am. ?heir
strength was 41 0fficers, 696 Non-Corunissioned Officers and men. 0n arrival, the
Mounted Infantry were at once sent to the front.

About 10 am it was reported that the enemy was in force some six miles distant.
Accord"ingly, orders were given for the expedition to advance as soon as the men had
had. their d.inners; it began to move off about 1 pm. The afternoon was hot, and

)c See RMHS Newsletter Volume II Number 2 pps 17 - tg.
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frequent halts were necessary. About J pm the Cavalry scouts came in, reportj-ngthat the enemy was advancing to attack in force. General Graham at once formed upthe troops in a defensive position on a favourable pi-ece of ground having a clear
space in front, and as there was now barely an hour of daylight Ieft, dilectedthe engineers and pioneers of Battalions to forrn a zeriba round the Lamp, by cutting
dovm the prickly miloga bushes, which grew plentifully about. About traii-pist 6 il-a convoy amived safely, carrying two days supply of water for men, with ritionsand reserye ammuni-tion.

Before this the enemy had fj-red a few shots, but disappeared on a few rounds beingfired from the 9-pr and Gardner guns.

About a quarter to 1 am there was an alarm, and the enemy opened a d.istant droppingfire, rvhich contj-nued throughout the night, causj-ng hut ier^i casual-ties, butdisturbing the menls rest. The casual.ties- included one man of the 65tL, killed;
one 0fficer and. four men wounded, besides trvo canrel-Criver.s, and sorne hor.sesstruck; Ma.jor Colwellcs horse was shot at this time.

About / am on the 1Jth, the Cavalry arrived, and at 7.J0 the Mounted Infantry weresent out to feel the enemy. Information was received from a native spy that the
bul-k of Osrnan Dignats force would be in a deep khor or watercourse, tirL sid.es of
which would, serve as an intrenchment. The advance was made by two Brigades indirect echelon of Brigade squares from the 1eft; the troops cirryi-ng foO round-s of
amnunition per man, all transport anirrals being left behi-nd, togltfrer with two
companies of the 75th, to defend the zeriba. ihe znd origad,e.ridu. Major-General
Davis, 1ed and uras in the foltowing formation; on the left flank four 6ompaniesof the {Znd, in open column of companies; on the front face, three companies ofthe same Regiment, and at an interval of thirty paces, three companies of the65tn; on the right flank three companies of thl b5trrr'the Royai Marj-nes formingthe rear face of the square. Inside the square were- the guns of the Naval Brilade,
and the $-pr Mule Battery.

The following is the account of the attack on
General Grahamls despatch:

the 2nd Brigade, as given in

rrThe 2nd Brigad,e began to advance from the place of formation about half-pasteight am, and owing to some delay in gettj-ng trr" lst Brigade forward, ,""L
somervhat further j-n advance than I had intended rohen thef first came in contactwith the enemy. Thj-s occumed about nine am when a larg! number suddenly appeared"
from the ed-ge of a ravJ-ne, in the immediate front of the Brj-gad.e. These ,ere soorycreared off; the Royal Highlanders (4zna), distinguj-shed theiselves by the gallant
Inanner in which they cheered and charged up to the edge of the ravinel but it this
moment a more formidable attack came from another direction, and. a large bod.y ofnatives, comilg i-n one continuous stream, charged with reckiess d.etermlnation,utterly regardless _of all lossr..on the right hfnd corner of the square, formedby the lst York and lancaster (65ttr). the nrigad,e feIL back into'disorder, andthe enemy captured the guns of the Naval Brigade, r,rhich, however, were locf<ed by0fficers and men who stood by them to the 1ast.

rrWhen first conlng into action, the !-pr Battery of four guns, under Major Ho11ey
RA, had been ordered outside the squarl on the "igfrt fhn;, .ird *h"r, the disordered,retirement took place in the 2nd. niigade, thi-s Battery was for a time unprotected
by rnfantry, and exposed to the assault of the enemy, now corning on in crrcwds.
Yet 0fficers and men stood firmly to their guns, ralirrg the advincing enemy withcase, which told with deadly effect.
frThe_ 1st Brigade were attacked about the same time, but stood firm, and the
Cavalry moved up to protect the flank of the 2nd nrigade, which tuas soon rallied,
and advanced to retake the guns of the Naval srigadel The zeriba was also
threatened, but the little garrison stood to i-ts arms, and drove the enemy back.After this there was no more serious fightingrand the enemy retreated sulienly,
makj-ng an occasional stand, toward.s the camp ind vi1lag. of Tamaai, which was
occupied by the lst Brigade about 11.40 am, when I despatched a teiegram to
Admiral Hewett, announcing the victory.
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ttThe 2nd Brigade held the heights above the springs where the Cavalry watered.
Ambulances and mule cacolets were sent fqr to bring away the dead and wounded,
all being brought into the zeriba occupidd the previous night, where tents and
all necessary medical requirements had already been brought up, The Cava1ry
returned again to Bakerts zeriba. The night was undisturbed by any fire from the
enemy, but voices were heard shouting and wailing from the battle-field.
trThere was but a temporary check ln one portion of the force, during the action of
Tamaai. and for that many reasons nay be given. At the moment of receirring the
attack, the front face of the square of the 2nd BrigaCe was slightly disordered,
owing to the gallant rush of the Royal Highlanders, in charging the enemy at the
top of the ravine. For this disorder I am to some extent personally responsible,
as the charge took place under my eyes, and with my approval. My own observations
of the attack were mad.e from the right front angle, formed by the two half-battalions
of the 1st York and Iancaster, where I posted myself as soon as I saw the enemyrs
attack, and. it was here the rnin rush came. It is the habit of these Arabs to
attack the angles of squares, as they know that least fi-re can be brought to bear
on them from these points. As the !-pr Battery was on the right, the sailorrs
guns were on the left, but I at once sent for them to meet thj-s attack from the
right. The Arabs, however, gave no time for further arrangements, but throwlng
themselves with desperate deterrnlnation upon the angle of tkre square, broke it,
carrying all before them. There were rnany attempted rallies among the York and
Iancaster, and at one time I was almost sumound.ed by the enemy, one of whom got
over my horsesl quarter. In the rear of the square were the Roya1 Marines, than
whom there can be no finer troops, and on whom I had counted as a reserve in the
last emergency. Such, however, was the sudden nature of the disorder, and the
impetuosity of the nrsh, that the Royal Marines were for a few nr-inutes swept back,
and mixed. up in the general confusion. Yet, I submit, there was no panic among

the men; thly had been surprised, attacked suddenly, and driven back by a fanatical
and determined enemy, who came on utterly regardless of loss, and who were as I
have since learned, led by their bravest chiefs. As soon as the men had had time
to think, they ral1ied and reformed. This check affected only the 2nd Brigad.e.
The remaind.er of ttre force, the Cavalry, the Royal Arti1lery, and the 1st Brigade
were firm and perfectly in hand, repulsing all- attacks, and co-operating to assist
the 2nd Brigade in driving back the enemy, who suffered. tremendously for his
temporary success, and never charged home again that day.tt

The foregoing despatch perhaps scarcely does justice to the events of the day. To

deal with the matter more in detail: 0n leaving the scene of the bivouac, the two
Brigades were separated by about 11000 yards. The first Brigade, under General
Bu11er, marched on the rear side oi th" other, at a distance varying from 6OO to
!00 yards, in an-oblique line. The rear Battalions and the half-Battalions on
either flank of 6:-tfrei Brigade, marched at wheeling distances, so that on the word
to form outwards being given, two complete s,quares could be formed. The two
Brigades were thus placed so as to form two independent oblongs, the front face or
line of each Brigade being about 200 yartts in length, the sides about 100 yards.
The nnin body of the Cavalry were echeloned on the left rear of the 2nd Brigade.
The morning was bright and clear, but there was no wind. to carry off the smoke.

When the leadlng 2nd Brigade square got within 200 yards of the ravine, a series
of broken and imegufar rushes was rnade by the Soudanese on the front and right,
but none of them reached within 20 yards of the British line.

Then, apparentlp an order was given to charge, and the front rank of the square
charged. up to within thirty yards from the edge of the ravine; the enemy were now
swarming on the rj-dges on the opposite side of the ravine, and the Naval rrachine
guns, which had been run out a few yards, in front of the right corner of the square,
were turned upon them. Many of the enemy were observed runni-ng d.own the slopes,
and disappearing among the rocks in the litt1e va11ey intervening. Under cover of
the smokl- hundreds of the Soudanese crept up the near side of the ravine, and threw
themselves upon the right front and right flank of the square. the 65th, unable
to resist the onslaught, were forced back upon the Marines in the rear, and the
right wing of tkre 42td. became ertrlosed, and the enemy, mshing in were among the
Hj-ghlanders on their flank and rear, cutting and spearing i-n every direction.
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The men were so huddled together, that many of them were unable to use their
rifles or bayonets. The Marj-nes in rear of the Brigade were wheeled up to
support the 65th, and close the gaps in the formation, but it was too 1ate, and
they too were thrown back, and borrre away on the line of retreat. According to
ItThe Egyptian Campaignsrt, by Charles Royle, as the Marines were being swept away,
Major Col-we1l RMLI, shouted in stentorj-an tones ilMen of the Portsmouth Di-vision,
ra11/, which they d"id, 1t0 of them cl-osing together in a conpact little body,
forming a little square, The Highlanders and 65th also formed one or two such
groups, and materially assisted in brlngi-ng about the general raIly, which soon
fo11owed.

In spite of every effort, however, i-t appears that the whole force felI back about
800 yards. The Naval Brigade which had been sent to the front liith their machine
guns, during the rush lost three of their Officers, and many of their men, and
the guns had to be aband.oned.

It is due to the soldiers of the 2nd Brigade to say that al-though d.ri-ven back,
there was no such thing as a stampede: they retreated backwards, face to the foe,
loading and firing a1l the time they were not engaged. in meeting the attack with
thrusts of the bayonet. The ra11y took place j-n about twenty minutes. Tlris was
greatly assisted by the cross fire of the 1st Brigade, from its position at some
{00 or !00 lards from the ravine, and" by the fire from the Cavalry, who were
dismounted for the purpose, and fired volleys into the enemyls right flank.
Covered by this fire, the Marines on the right, the 65th :-n the centre, and the
{Znd., with the Naval Brigad,e in their rear on the feft. After a quarter of an
hourls halt, and a fresh supply of amrmnition being served out to each man, the
2nd Brigade once more moved forward to the attack. The first Brigade had now
moved 200 yard.s closer to the ravine, and hal-ted, pouring a raking fire into the
enemy, and preventing any attempt to again rush the flank of the 2nd Brigad.e.
In ten minutes, the lost ground had been regained, and the guns recaptured.

It uas now the turn of the 1st Brigade, which, sti1l in square formation, was
sent to take a sccond intervening ridge, some 800 yards off. The Soudanese,
disheartened, kept up a feeble fire, retreating as the Brigade advanced, and the
second ridge was carried. without difficulty. From the top of this ridge, Tamaai
could. be seen in the va11ey be1ow, with the tents and huts of Osman Dignats camp.
By 11.{0 am these were in possession of the British forces.

The Briti"sh losses were five Offi-cers and 86 Non-Commissioned Officers and men
killed, eight Officers and 100 Non{omnissi-oned 0fficers and men wounded; missing,
nineteen men.

0f the above, it is said that three Officers and" eleven
taking of ttre Naval guns, and that the loss of the 2nd
the square being broken, r,as 70 in killed alone.

The number of the enemy was reported. by General Graham
121000, and the loss as over 21000 j-n killed alone.

men were killed at the
Brigade, at the time of

as bej-ng from 101000 to

The loss of the Royal Marine Battalion amounted to three kilIed and fj-fteen
wounded, i-ncluding Surgeon Cross, RN, viz:

Killed RMA Sth co Gnr Thomas Tastin
Pte William Inck

Pte Arthur Gi-les

Gnr FrederickEveleigh
Gnr James W Davis

Sergt Wj.lliam Trowbridge

Pte Daniel Beautlrnan

Pte Willian F Harris
Pte George Southern

JL

RMLI ZQth Co

tt {2nd Co

Wound"ed RMA 10th Co

r? 8th co

RMLI 2nd Co

tt 21st Co

r' 25th Co

rr Jlst Co



Wounded

RN Surgeon Cross

Also wound"ed during previous night in the zeriba, by the enemyrs dropping fire,
3rd Co Pte William Smith; 46th Co Pte David Thomas.

0n the following day (14tfr), Osman Dignats camp was burrted, and the force
returned to Suakim.

0n the tJth March Captain Baldwin RMLI, and his detachment rejoined HMS EURYALUS,

and the men belonging to HMS BRITON rejoined. their ship also, Lieutenant Aston
RMA, was now appointed Acting Adjutant to the Battal-i-on.

0n the 27th March, Tanranib was occupied after some desultory firing, and. the
village burned. The Britj-sh force was then at once broken up, the troops from Egypt
returning to Cairo, and the remainder proceedlng to England. The 3rd KR Rifles
and. the Battalion of Royal Marines were left as a temporary garrison for Suakim.

The Royal Marine Battafion embarked on board the UT0PIA on the 1{ April, J/1 strong,
and. rejoined their ships in the Mediterranean; the men belonging to the paid off
ships from the Chi-na and East Indian Stations, having left when the expe&itionary
force ras broken up (29 March 1BB4).

RMLI 28th Co

" 19th Co

tt 6th Co

rr Jlth Co

n 47fla Co

rr 38th Co

rr 14th Co

Pte Robert Boundery

Pte William Chalkley

Pte John Shaw

Pte Wil1iam Charles Sugg

Pte Edward Horsewefl

Pte Richard MtDonough

Pte John Wilkie

A.Fi^t ?.ihd ttrIdttka h)b^rfr.
1isid Pttilid a/ 2kl. B,;s& (R.J@ai,r).
C.Pnilid qtc.rAd b .dt, tuL 8,isd..
l'-5r.,\l frrili* ./ ril. B.itd.

lEl rn, .r*n,,,, t' uro ,.,,L,,,.
:i2 Poari^ .J ta la,.

€rr &@,, .,,yY:,,,,,,,,;"::::

l{'llll+oPr I 
o.,

1!f a14

r.r. po.rb^ , erj.o- f;1i'i nl,flli a o"*
Fu.lll.E-! ]xl6rlnoon
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Ed.itort s Notes

1.
of

The following extracts from Major General- Sir George Astonr s book lMemories

a 1,larinet, illustrate the difficilties of the Marines at the rear of the square'

lThe rear face of a square on the move is the least enviable position' It is no

joke plodding in hearly marching o.Ju. through clouds of dust in tight fitting blue

clothing attracting the fu1l heat of the sun, especially^when I"".1:i1^::"::i"e
is unsuitable and incomfortable. It adds to your discomfort when progress as

constantly obstructed by the tail ends of mu1ls, constantly straggling from the

mass inside the square, carrying loads of ammuniti;;, water (very-fittle of that)

and medical stores. I

.... tAfter a few steady vollies we heard a terrific burst of rifle and machine-gun

fj-re in front. Througir the dust and heat haze and screen of mules and transport

we saw a few fazzy hefd.s, and the glint of spear-points-occasionally appeared over

the low scrub. Then a steady streim of transport animals came at uS' Then men

of alt units mixed up in little mobs ploddin& stead-i1y to the rear, without panic'

but with all organisation and control lost. They came upon us so sudd'enly that

there was no chance to alter our formation, whicir left no gaps to let the procession

through. we were in line in two ranks, u.rrd. *.oy of our men were soon mixed up

with the others in retreat. f" to*" pirts of tire fine one of our few officers or

an NCO, formed what was then called a ttrallying squareil of a few men' These

prepared rtfor cavalryt', whj-ch meant forrning in-clusters with rear ranks standing

and front ranks on the knee, each littIe human buttress bristling with bayonets' r

.... tAfter all organisation was lost 1 remember the maddening feeling of being.

unable to regain Iontrol. The men seemed dazed and incapable of grasping any idea

but that of walkj-ng to the rear. It seemed to be impossibl" lo stop the movement'

Then I learned the value of esprit de corps, and the o1d discipline and sense of

obedience instilled by barracklsquare Oriif. The Major (later General G II T

col-well cB) whose horse had been shot j-n the zeriba during the night was the

fortunate possessor of a voice like a buf1. He roared out an appeal to the esprit

de corps of the Portsmouth men of the Royal Marines to ralIy round him' At last
some men stoppedr-rno. """ing 

them do so, others followed the example'r

2. After the square reformed a Naval Lieutenant and a party of bluejackets

attempted to recdver a lost nrachine-gun, but were attact<Ld ty a large bod"y of

spearmen and swordsmen. ,tlthough tnE unfroken square \4/as in the line of fire
Astonrs company opened fire to Jave their shipmates, which nearly ended in tragedy'

'AveryangryqnnturnedupsoonafterwardsfromtheotherSquarewithabullethole through one of his hoises ears. He selected me (Aston) as the object of his

wrath, and as there was nothing on him to.show that he was an officer' I took him

for a war correspo"Oe"t and toid him to go to hel1. One of our Majors came up'

and to my dj-smay called him t'Sirr'. The Cfti"f of Staff (Co1one1 Clery) arrived

and did the same. The justly annoyed man was Redvers Buller commander of the

other Brigader Twenty years aftervards a fe11ow student at staff college

a.ugg"d oi tfr" question twnl snot Bullerrs horse?r during a discussion on savage

warfare, from wliich I gather that ihe story had spread throughout the army' t

3. The Royal Marine Battalion were received as heroes when they rejoined the

Mediterranean F1eet at Malta. The Captains of the Fleet manned a galIey and.

pu1led Major Coir"ff (the S"rrior Ofiii"r) across Grand Harbour to the flagship'
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