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EDITORIAL

It appears that I am the third editor of the Newsletter in as many issues, having
actually accepted the job before joining the Society.

I hope this will not lead members to bel-j-eve that I have been rpress gangedr into the
job of editor. In fact nothing could be further from the truth, for not only am I
arrxious to contribute to the Newsletter but I wish also 1o improve upon its present-
ation and widen the scope of its content.

My own interest is in the collecting of decorations and campaign medals awarded to
the Corps, reseatrching the campaigns associated with such awards and in obtaining
biographical d.etails of the recipients. To this end myself and Syd.ney Wood have
produced a joint article giving biographical details of two officers who have been
awarded the DS$ and whose medals are now in our respective collections. I hope that
other members will make simi-l-ar contributions in the future.

As you will have seen from this ed.ition, we are now in a position to accept photographs
with copy for inclusion in the Newsletter, As a general rule f would like a negative
to accompany any print forwarded to me, providing of course one is available. However,

in speciil- circumstances I am prepared to accept documents and items of m:ilitaria for
photographing under service arrangements and at the Societies expense.

I believe the Globe and Laurel to be an exceftrent source of contemporary history
particularly during the latter part of the 19th Century and the first years of thi-s
ientury. ft is therefore rny intention to include j-n the Newsletter first hand
uo"oorrt" of minor wars and campaigns extracted from the Globe and Laurel. Hence

the series of articles in this edition on the Gambia Expedition of t894t taken from
Globe & Laurels of 1894 and 1895.

I would. very much like to see letters from mqnbers of the Society published in
future Newsietters either add.ing to or cri-tizing articles, but above all I want plenty
of sui-table material for articles. Therefore I ask all members to make an eamest
effort to make some contribution to our Newsletter during t97L - even if only i-n

l-etter form. The more material I receive, the more edltions I will publish.

T I SCOTT.BELL
Royal Marines Museum
Royal Marines Bamacks
Eastney
Southsea
Hants
P04 9PP



Space is at present a hmiting factor. However, as far as possible interesting
acquisitions have been placed on display in the appropriate section. In the New
Year it is intend,ed to improve the Band Service display and to this end the HMSM
have placed their o1d musical instruments and certain drums at our disposal,
together with other interesting d.ocuments. There are sti11 gaps in the Commando
displays but the i-mprovement of these entirely d.epends on the availability of
Ill-ustrators at TTI{F0"I. However, I wouId. tike to pay tribute to the help given by
TTWRM who despite a heavy work load on recmiting and other displays, have done a
considerable amount of work for the Museum.

Every effort i-s made withj-n our Displays to give a fair cross section of the Corps
activities and I should mention here tJre recent corresponclence in the Globe and.
Laurel regarding the lack of sea serwlce representation within the Corps. I have
wrj-tten to the Editor pointing out that within the Museum, the sea service history
of the Corps is represented and" that in due course, r+hen space becomes avaj-lab1ej-t j-s hoped to set up a Sea Selvice section,

The dockyard are currently manufacturing 6 new display cases, 6 medal cases and.
2 large uniform cases which will then allow additional material to be dlsplayed.
There is still a long term need, for a muniments section, open reference library
and separate medal section.

corrNcrL N0TEq

The Council were very pleased to lear:n that Colonel MenrSm Archdale, CBE., has
notified his acceptance of the Presidency of the Society. Members so far in 1970
number 75, as against 69 in 1969. There were only 8 membership lapses from 1969,

Captain Sanford found that he had not sufficient time to devote to the Editorship
of the Newsletter, and the Council were particularly pleased to record that
Captain Scott-Bel1 had volunteered to take over this task. The changeover in
Editors inevitably has delayed the production of this Newsletter.

Since the Annual General Nteeting the Councj-l has met twice and will be giving
consideration shortty to the Historical Anticle Prize mentioned in the Minutes of
the A.G.M.

The Council were also pleased to record a generous donation of two guineas to the
Societv, mad.e by the Members of the Southbourne Womens I Institute.

A. L. B.



CORPS MUSEUM NOTES

by

THE CURATOR

During the past 6 months we have been fortunate enough to acquj-re, either by
donation or purchase, a number of interesting exhibits. Alttrough I do not intend
to l-ist them all, the following are worthy of mention:

a. The original architects plan of 1860 for the requisition of property for
the extension of Stonehouse Barracks from the original Barrack Street boundary
to the present Durnford Street boundary.

b. .{t pistol presented to Colone} B F trench who as Captai-n RILI was
impri-soned. for { years in the fortress at G3:atz, Germany, for espionage in
1910. I{e was subseguently pardoned by ttre Kaiser in lp1i.

c. A elazed and framed print d,epi-cting the bnavery of Captain Strangeways Rl
on boald rhe Glatton in 1796. This wa5 purchased and pnesented by a very
great friend and benefactor of the Museum, I"1r Peter Titr-bury.

d. A wine glass from the uardroom of tMS H00D in 1938.

e. A sil-ver plated rness tin used by P0 E H Hughes RN r,sho was_posted to_the
Hawke Battalion of the RN Divj-sion commandeil by Lieutenant Colonel L Wilson
t$'{LI. After service in Ga}}ipoli i-n 1915-16 the two became Ii-fe long friends
resulting in P0 Hughes son serving in the Corps for 1! years until he retired
as a Captain in 1958. F0 Hughes had the mess tin silver plated and engraved
and. gj-ven a p1ace of honour in his home until his death at the age of 93.

f. A memorandum from the Divisional Paymaster RMLI Plyrnouth (Major Nepean)
dated 8 September 1897 to the 0C tDt Squadron 3rd K0 Hussars Aldershot
forwardlng a money order for 6s 1d being the wages due for 7 days for a
Frivate James Marks RMLI No Ply 5978. This was found with the money order
sti1l attached, behind a cupboard in a MPBhr buj.lding at Shornoliffe which
had formerly been used as the Officerst Mess of Somerset Barracks. lli-story
does not relate whether Private Marks rdas ever compensated for his loss of
a weekts payl

e. The original account of Hannah Snell, printed and pubJ-ished in LJ$Z frcm
an affidavit sworn by her before the Lord Mayor of the City of London on
2J June 1750"

h. A military drill book published in 1643. This was presented to CGfiI"I

by Adniiral Sir Frank Twiss when he was Second Sea Lord,.

j. An original copy of The Auckland Times dated 18 March X845 in which an
account appears of the bravery of Captain Robertson [&l and a few Marines of
m,{S HAZARD-in defending the town against an attack by 2000 armed natives.

k. Several gaI1-antry medals and other medals including one of the two MMs

awarded to 42 Comrnando for the landing at Limbang in December 1p62, 2 DCMs,
2 DSMs, an OBE, three I.lGSs for operations.between 1805 and 1840, a Greek
Silver Medal Marine Caisse des Invalides (of which only 4 were awarded to
Royal Marines and we now ho1d two), General Sir Thomas Huntonts collection
(unfortunately less his KCB which cannot be found.), the Reverend Arthur Price
Hiltts medals, the l-ast Chaplain of the CrinoU-ne Church at Eastney and, a
founder of the Trafalgar CIub, and the medals of the five Ashby Brothers
and the father rnrhich have formed a farnily display.

1. Loan of the VC of Bombardier Wilkinson by the Officers I Mess fiM Barracks
Eastney.



GIBMLTAR OF THE I{EST .... BEF0'{UDA

Sometimes referred to as the tGj-braltar of the Westr it is perhaps only fitting
that the Royal Mari-nes should feature prominently in the history of Bermuda. It
assumed this tj-tle in the m-ld-nineteenth century when Britain suspected the U.S.A.
of acquirj-ng ideas of Imperialistic grandeur similar to her own and thus built
thirteen massive forts at strategic points throughout the j-sland.s. There had been
other forts of course during the preceding two hund.red years, such as Gates and the
old saint catheriners, but nothing comparable to these new monsters.

I donrt think that they ever served the purpose for which they were intended
because by the time they were completed, the two countries had become quite sociable,
but it could be clafuned that indirectly the forts did capture the Americans to a
certain degree .... though not as originally planned, To staff these fortifications
some two thousand troops were stationed at Prospect Camp near the new capital of
Hanitrton, and according to focal legend. some enterprisJ-ng merchants spread word to
New York that British Army 0fficers and men attended" social functions in Hanr-ilton
in their colourful uni-forms, and 1o and behold by the end of that century the first
tourist ship had, docked. alongside Front Street and since then Berrnuda
(and. her economyl ) have never looked backl

Prior to this Bermuda (after Juan de Bermudez, the Spaniard who discovered it)
had had a rather chequered. history since it was first settled, by accident, on the
28th SuIy 160p when Admiral Si-r George Somers Flag ship tsea Venturer foundered on
itrs shores in a terri-ble storm. From unsuccessful tobacco attempts there followed.
periods of slave dumping, privateerJ-ng (the polite name for piracy! ) and professional
shi-pwrecking" With the outbreak of the American War of Independence Bermuda was
placed i-n a very awkward si-tuati-on, for having become part of the colony of Vi-rginia
and thus dependent on the mainland for nearly all her supplies she was now suddenly
forbidden by Britain to trade with these rebel cofonies. A secret p1ot, however,
was established between some Americans and" Bennudians so that one night in L775 t}:,e
gunpowder magazine in a cavern near St. George (the first cai:ital) was broken into
and one hund.red banrels tmisappropriatedt I They were taken down to Tobacco Bay
and l-oaded on to a waiting American ship which repaid them in food and other
supplies.

But it is not in the forts that we look for Corps history, because wi,th the
possible exception of old. Fort Scaur overlooking the Naval Dockyard these were
staffed. by a succession of Army regiments, and apart from rrisiting ships the Royal
Narry d-ld not get a look in until L797 when a base was set up on Ireland Island. at
the extreme west point of this chain of islands.

Where t;ackr came, rRoyal-r of course was not far behind, and so when the
Dockyard as we see it today came under construction in 1810, no fewer than four
hundred Marines were deployed to guard the 9094 convicts imported from England as
buil-ders. Living under appalling conditions in a fleet of prison hulks moored.
alongsi-de, some 2041 of these men perished during a period of forty years, but
their handiwork still stand.s although it was officially abandoned by the Royal Navy
in 1951. (ffre nritish Army moved out in L957).

Strangely enough although the Royal l.{arines maintained, a strength of cver
one hundred men throughout the second half of the nineteenth century there is no
mention of them in the tCorps Bib}et (rrBritainrs Sea Soldierstr), and so it is to
the first editions of the tG1obe and Laurelr that we owe much of our information.
More details came to light from two original di-aries of R.M. Officers stationed
there and which are now in the archives of the Corps Historianl whose abounding
knowled,ge and help I am greatly indebted. to.

The earliest }"larine Guard Quarters were wood"en constructions at Span-yard
Bay which were bad-l-y ventilated and unbearable in hot weather, so in 1817 new
stone buildings were erected on the hill where the now, emptyNaval Club stand,s;
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and tfte follonlng year the old Marine Infirmary was replaced by the Naval Hospitalat Watford Island, comprisi-ng of four wards with 20 beds in each. This was a-lso
convict bui1t, and although stil1 standing is now i-n a very derelict state, The
oId hul-ks mentioned earlier which housed either conrricts or stores were the follow-
ing ships tAntelopetr tDromedarytr tCoromandelt, tWeymoutht, rTenedost,
tThamest and tMedwayt. (the latter was used later in 1861 to receive a battalion
of Marines returning from Mexico).

0n average ZV" of all yellow fever victims died, but compared with th.e Zffi in
1818 when 1O$ deaths were recorded., the worst year was actually a drop to ll$
although the numbers were greater af LO{/ fever victims in hospital, LtA
died. 0n the other hand Dysentry took on average only 20 persons per year, which
considering the conditions at that time uas quite renarkabl-e.

Between the dockyard. and the hospital the R.N./R.M. cemetery came into being
during the year LBL2, in an almost picturesque wooded gu1ly, and although at first
it was shared by the convicts it was later found necessary to remove these to
another si-te on Watford Island because of the large numbers involved. The blue
lagoon which cuts into one corner of the Naval Cemetery covers the low lyj-ng area
where the first yel1ow fever victims were buried, and some hygienic-conscious
officer thought it woul-d be a good idea to breach the sea wal} and fl-ood the site.
It might have proved satisfactory if only they hadntt closed up the waIL again
when the road was built between dockyard and hospital (the west coast road, is
relatively new) for then the stagnant pool became a vile smelling cess-pit, and
a report to the C-in-C diagnoses the cause to tpercolation from the gravesr !I
So it was opened up once again by means of a brj,dge, and I am happy to report that
all tpercolationt has long since ceasedl

In 1863 those convj-cts surviving were shipped out, either to England or
Australia, leaving an acute labour shortage in the dockyard. To fill- this vacuum
an order circulated to the effect that old soldiers ending their engagements could
vofunteer for labouring or trade jobs in place of the convicts, at L/3d,, per day
add.itional to regular pay.

The tGl-obe and Laurelt in 1862 reports that on October 25th. at I a.m. a
twentysix strong detachment of RMLI (OCmq Captain F.W. Thomas) paraded at Chatham
Barracks to embark by mail train to London and thence to Portsmouth for H.M.S.rGalateat, bound for Berrnuda under this new scheme.

I mentioned diaries earlier and the first of these was in the hands of 1st
Lieutenant James J. Wi11es who lists the detachment at Ireland Island in 1814 as
1 Major, 1 Paymaster , 1 Adjutant, 2 Lieutenants, 1 Staff Sergeant, { Sergeants,
! Corporals, 1 Drummer and 2t Privates augmented by over {00 Colonial Marines.

He quotes directi-ves from Vice Admiral Sir Alexand.er Cochrane for various
undertakings of the 3rd. Battalion of Royal Marines under Major George Lewis R.M.
in their many rai-d.s along the American coast which cu1-nr-inated in the burninq of
Washington (on whj-ch point the U.S.M.C. frequently hand out reninders.t) tf"any
excuse. is sought on this score, it rnight be found in the entry for July 2oth
(quote) . ... ... t. ventured to the River Norminy" Poison founh in s6me- spirits,
therefore orders given by Adn[ra1 Cochrane to destroy by fire every house on the
river going backt. (fne men of course relied on captured. food and other supplies ;
for their survival one wonders however whether the spirj-ts concemed. really
were poisoned by the retreating Americans or could. it have been a form of local
rmoonshine brewl to which thej-r stomachs were unaccustomed?!)

Neverthel-ess the destruction of Washington on the 2!th was not attributabl-e
to the Corps alone, other Regiments were involved.

tBritaints Sea Soldierst (Vot. One.) which covers this episode from an
anon5rmous diary also gives details of the 3rd. Battalion.
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r... . . . . . with other detachments r,iho had been doing similar erty fn Holland,
they were formed. into a battalion consisting of ten companies of 100 men each
under Major Lewis, to which was attached a Company of R.M.A. under Captain James
Harrison. The Battalion sailed for Bermuda on 7th April in the troopships
tRegulusl, tMeloomonet and tBrunel (R.M.A. on board convoy ship tTonnantt). After
spending some weeks at Bemuda in drills and other exercises, the Battalion
sailed for the Chesapeake on the JOth June

The second diary which I now mention belonged to Lieut. Henry lichard Talbot
Lloyd of the R.M.L.I. who, at the age of 2J years, arrived at Bermuda on March 14th
1895 ..... and hated every day of his stay until departing again on April 2ith
1898.

Even then he was thwarted ar:.d left a very disappointed nan. The nor:nal route
by ship to England then was via Halifax (Nova Scotia), but Lieut. Lloyd dearly
wished to see New York and offered to pay the difference in fare to go that way.

His relief, Lieut. Goerge F. Mul1er, unfortunately was late in arriving and so

he rnissed. the sailing of the New York bound ship and returned the way he had come

out. A year later he gained. promotion to Captain and the following year he 1ay
dead, agi:O Z8 years, .;.... kll1ed. in the attack of Tiensen, during the rBoxer
Rebelliont in China.

Despite the gloom and despondency his diary purports 1t i1 at least always

looking for a drink! I

rMiss Quincey, an American spinster of J$, and a camp follower, arrives
regularly each year and rents a house as near to the dockyard as possible. S4"
has been-on the look-out for a young officer since time immemorialt lll .(and,
finally) Lieut. Custance R.M. of H.M.S. Talbot (an unhappy ship) called,
l-ooked- me up and down in unfeigned astonishment when I told him I had been hene
three years. He obviously expected to see a gibbering idiotl I

Lieut. Lloyd was obviously very bored and lone1y, spend.ing much of his time
riiltng around. on a cycle and ferry boats, moaning about the incessant rain
(definitely not mentioned in trav-el agents brochuresf) and the duIl social rut of
endless tennis, cricket and. tea parties with overbearing ladies.

The only work he appears to have done in the four months covered by the diary
was to take visiting ships detachments in arms drill, and attend" punishment parades

. and funeralsl ')r1. (See footnote). He does eventually condescend, however,
to suggest that it is not such a bad place after all . if you have plenty
of money, (wfricfr he obviously lacked! ).

Lieut. Lloyd R.M. was on the staff of the H.Q. Connmissioners House in the
d.ockyard., which had the Nava1 Prison attached to it, with a Captain of Marines as

Governor, and a Colour Sergeant as Chj-ef Warder. There was a permanent detachment
of 110 officers and men und,er Captain Charles Curtoys when he arrived on the isl-and,
and later the OCHM handed over to Captain Herbert St. Leger Curtj-es R.M"L.I. who

obviously dj-d not long survive, for his was one of the many graYes that I came
across oi Royal Marines. (Oied 1!th September 1900 .... the same year as Lieut.
Lloyd). 0thers mentioned in the ilLary also Ii.e buried in the Naval- Cemetery,
inciuding a few of the wives and daughters of his fellow officers who had so
tplaguedt his leisure hoursl

Prince George (later King George V. ) served at Bermuda for a year in 1Bp0

in command. of a gunboat tThrusht, hJ-s stay cut short by the sudden death of his
elder brother, Prince Victor Albert, making it necessary for him to go home for
training in his new role as their apparentr.

Nothing outstanding seems to have happened between t,Len and the First Worlcl
War, and thin not until it was nearly over in 1917 did Bermuda and the West Indies
have attention focussed on them, as German submarines were going further afield. into



@gra
the Atlantic.

Ten N.C.0ts and forty men under Major J.R.H. Homfray R.M.A. sailed from
Liverpool in the t0lympict on May tzttr taki:ng six 4.7 i:nc}r guns and mountings with
them. Four more guns were despatched on another ship which was sunk, but replace-
ments soon followeO. Iluring passage the detachment manned the ships 6 inch
defensive guns, and on arrival at Halifax they transferred to H.M.S. tDraket which
on May 22nd d.elivered the men at Berrmrda the guns following by Roya1 MailJJ

After considerable debate the guns were eventually distributed as follows:-
2 at Trtnidad - 2 Barbados - and one each at Grenada, Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts,
Nassau and St. Vincent. (germuda obviously had enough of her ownl). Between
October and November they were all in position .... . and thus they waited ..
and waited!

If the guns remained idle the men it seems did not, for instances are reported
of them traj-ning the 1ocal rnititia to a very high stand?rd, and combining the.art
of camguflage wlth experimental market gard-ening. The latter venture not entirely
successful as in one lnstance where at the first practice firing the air was rent
in a shower of squashed melons and torratoes!

The rRoyalsr made themselves veqf popular with the locals, with the possible
exception of Barbados ilhere they burst the towns water mains rtrhj-lst rnanouvering
the guns through Bridgetownts Trafalgar Square! 

'

Three months after the Armistice they all filtered back to Bermuda

trailing their guns behind themJ A11 was not fost however, for at last they caught
sight of the enemy on the troopship from St. Johns, New Brunswick, when they were

called upon to quieten down the one hundred P.0.Ifts in the ship.

This must surely rank as one of the strangest draft chits in the annals of
the Corps, and I wonder if by chance there are amongst our readers any still with
us who took part in this ractionr ?

During World I{ar Two the importance of Bermuda of course wa! €Peatly increased
with U-boats and other Gerrnan sfrips lurking aII around" to terroIi"" or" convoys,
so it became a prime base for British, Canadian and American Forces. Whilst the
dockyard. flourj-shed. as never before, rrany Marines will no doubt reca1l life at
Warw"ick Camp nhich I think I am correct in saying came into existence at tttis time
(can any reader verify this ?), and which in more recent years as the home of ttre
Bennuda Regiment has given rsanctuaryt to visiting ships d.etachments.

Iihen civil disturbances threatened the island in July of $6$ the Royal
Marines were again caIled upon to send out a force to keep law and order, s-o

naintaining th- Iink for a 1ittle longer at least, but as decay overtakes tlre
Naval tiospital, and" new industries threaten to engulf th_e Dockyard, !h9P_u grey.
stone slals in- the well kept cemetery may soon be the on"Iy outward visible reruinder
that once t Royal was herer !

, &-Jr-@.
*1. Private 0. Iay, R.I4.L.I. is one mentioned whose grave can be seen still, and

mention is mad.e of the sale of his kit raising the sum of f,8. 13. 3d. for
his family.



(0

The following extracts
182D will be of interest to
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from the Berrnuda
members.

Gazette (Apri1 1816 and September
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IDIt,LS on Norfotk, Baitimore, Pnihocl-
.trD phie or Ncr YorL, at twcntY drIB
li.nt. for fale bve ' 

JAME'S & THOMAS TUCKER.
Hamihon, dpril zg r8,16.

n8,

r T 7 tiDREAS the late Sutler of the Marine
VV Battalion Mefs, at Ireland I0an.l, has

received Goods, to a very confiderable dmounf,
frorn different Merchants in the Bernrudas,
for whirh I have becoma accountable; and
the whole of which Goods having been dif-
pofed of, by hiil, for ready money, with
confiderable profits thereon: no part of which
has yet bcen produced for the payment ol the
faid debts; And wbereas fofpicions hirve arifen
that the faid Monies have been fecreted or
mads away with by hisr with a fraudulent in-
tention. I do hereby reque{t all Perlons who
may have had any tr;rnfatlions with the faid
Sutler to come forward and give notice thereof
imrnediarely to me. And I do further offer'
as a reward to any Ferfon or Perfons who will
givc fuch information as will lead to a dif'
covery of the foid rnoniesr oNE HUNDRED
POU N DS CUrrenCy.

'l'HOS. CARTF-R, Capt' R. tvl.
Ireland l/land, Bermuda, lpril25, lSl6.

S'I'ONI' \VAN'I'ED,
5ooo 9 Inch,
<ooo z ditto'

T3h]ITMUDA GAZE,TTE.
HAIIIILTON, SrPrsurrn 11, 1824.

Arrived at St. George's, on Sunday last, Transports
Soaereign, Captain Wells, and Loyal Brilon, Captain
Illitcalf,- wirh btg Roval lltarines, 

-(oflicers and men,)
under the command of Lieut' col' Lewis' Thev landed
on Tuesday nrorning, and proceeded to the Bariicks ot'

the above Town, where they are to be garrisoned. ()n
application to Maior English, we were politely favonred
with the names of the following Officers aceordingto their
rank :-

Lieut.-Colooel Levis; lllajors Euglish and Gray; Captaiu l'Itrrn'
brook ; Lieuts. Morgan, (adjtrtant 1) Moore, Lnyton, Etans, Coolt'trtr,

aod Bakerl lllessrs. Duke, (surgeon;) nntl tr4t1i"3yrer (,rss'istarrt')

itumber of Wonren, 3l-Children, 2d.

The Souerergz passed Plymouth on rhe 27th July i the
LoEal Bri,ton sailed on the 25th.-Agent for tire fornrer
Transport-Lieut. Kelsall ; and for the lalter-Lieut.

In St. George's, ,

ter of Snhruel .A. I
.{t Heroh BaY,

daughter of Clpt.
:.::=:L:

CI

Srpt. B Brig Rover

cus

S"pt.6 Sloop Eliza

gcpt.d Brig tlighl

B Schr. Jarne

I,ETTEBI



COIT]UR SERGEANTS OF THE ROYAL MARINE

ARTILLERY.

By W.E. Davey, I"IBE, BN, Royal Marines
Historj-ca1 Society.

A question has been posed as to why there should have been Colour Sergeants
in the Royal Marine Artillery, a title not commonly applied to three stripes and
a crown in an artiI1ery formation, maybe because arti1lery do not carry colours.
(the theory that the colours of artillery are their guns is appreciated, but is
not relevant to this particular problem).

There was also a further question as to when the rank came into use.

There must be an answer buried somewhere, but withj-n my limited fields of
research I canlt find itl But I have enough circumstantial informatj-on to set up
a theory, based onrrBritaints Sea Soldiersrr andtrThe Royal lularine Artillery",
and some enquiries of my oun, and lt1l be only too glad to see it bowled over if
anyone has the true answer,

N{y theory starts from the premj-se that in its initial conception the Royal
Marine Artillery was not a separate Division, indeed its earliest members seem to
have been mr-rch after the style of specialist marines_. like clerks, signallers
and the 1ike, developing into a forrnation wj-thin a formation, separate as far
as j"ts gunnery activities were concerned, but nevertheless an integral part of
the Corps coming within the ambit of the Divisionts general adminj-strative
a.rrangements. Autonomy r{as a gradual process cufminating in the formation of a
separate Division-, but until that happened, the RMA participated in and conformed
with the general arra-ngements of the Corps in so far as they did not interfere with
special artillery activities.

This is no doubt an over simplification, but f hope it i-s sufficiently near
the mark for the purposes of this problem.

The RMA was not, at any tj-me dr.rring its existence, permanently organised
around its own guns as is-. for instancer a battery of fi-el-d artillery, but r,ras
in fact a body of men organised as infantry, having special qualifications enabling
it to take over and operate guns at the drop of a hat. There was never, in the
artillery field of the RMA-" any recluirement specifically reserved for a man wearing
three stripes and a crown,. so, for the purpose of exarnining the Colour Sergeant
rank we can forget the Artillery specialisation - it came to the RMA when it came
to the rest of the Corps.

So we come to the question of the development of the rank of Colour Sergeant
in the Royal Marines,

The Early complements recorded in such books as rrBritaints Sea Sofdiersl
uttq "The Roya} Marine Arrilleryrr go into considerabte detail - for instance, in
1862 ltrRMA'r Vol II, page 513) the composition of companies \,r'as -

Rank

Captain ..
Subaltern
S ergearrt
Corporal
Bombardi-er.....
Drummer or Bugler
Gunner
Private

RMA
(24 companies)

RMLT
(116 companies)

1

)
1

Z

8
6

5
2

107
0

6
6
0

3
o

109

TOTAIS 131 127



Plenty of detail here, but no Colour Sergeants.; the inference is tJrat, r+hile
there must obrriously have been a senior sergeant in each company, the post had no
special significance for either substantive rank or pay - indeed, much like the
Sergeant Major in a ship, who can be anybody, and whose title is prcperly the
Senior NCO.

In 186/ there was a further re-organisation of ttre RMA companies (Rm VoI II
page $20) from 2!, Companies each of lJ1 men to 18 Companies each containing 168
men, composed of -

Captain
Second Captail
Lieutenants ..
Sergeants
Corporals
Bonbardiers ..
Buglers
Gunners

1

1
4J
9

7
5

,ls
168

There were stil-I no Colour Sergeants, although, as will appear Iater, a special
allowance had been granted to the senior rsergeant, together with a special badge
the begi-nnings of the senior NCO of a company, as long ago as 1814. Neither was
there any post of Colour Sergeant in the Dj-vj-sional Headquarters Staff, which,
together with the companies, completed the whole picture of the strength of the
Corps, Tb" d.eduction must be that if they appeared. in neither Company nor
Divisional HQ strengths, then there just werenr t any, at least as a substantive
rank. The Dirrisional HQ staff of tB67 is shewn in rrltvlArr VoI II page J20 as
follows -

Colonel Commandant .,. 1

Colonel 2nd Commandant 1

Lieut. Colonels 4
Paymaster ..... 1

Barraclsnaster . 1

Surgeon 1

Assistant Surgeons ....,. 2
S Captain Gunnery Instructor . " . 3
fi-CapU.in Musketry Instructor .. 1

% Staff Captain ...... 1

% Second. Captain & Adjutant .,.. 2
Quartermasters 3
Sergeant Majors 2
Quartermaster Sergeants ...... 3

X Superintend.ing Schoolmaster .". 1
Schoolmasters ,..... 3

f" 3/6 per diem extra duty pay.
x 7/- per day.

TOTAL

First Drill Sergeant 1

Provost Sergeant 1

Barrack Sergeant 1

Adjutantrs 1st Clerk 1

Paymasterts lst Clerk .... 1

Hospital Sergeant 1

Gururery Instructors .. . ... 3
Musketry Sgt. Instructor . 1

Armourer Sergeant L
l"laster Tailor 1

Bandmaster ... 1
Drum Major .. . 1

Bugle Major 1

Officers Mess Sergeant ... 1
Pay Sergeants ....... 8

ToTAL ..,..54

Again, plenty of detail here, but sti1l no Colour Sergeants! However, against
this we have the fact that, according totrBritaints Sea SoldlersrtVoI II Page 2/,,
Company Sergeants (presurnbly the senior Sergeant in each company) were granted.
a special badge and 6d per diem in 181{, and about that time we have the first
mention in these books of a Colour sergeant (BSS vol r page 2)6 line 1g). rn
182i_(page 75 line 18) and l82g (page 76 line 16) we have another complication -the first mention of Staff Sergeants in these books. It seemsi that in those timesr
as indeed in my ovm time and right up to the Second trorld War, Staff Sergeants
were included in Divisional Staffs on1y, w"ith the sole exception of properly
formed. Battalions sent out from Dirrisions. In those early days, Staff Sergeants
were &ivid.ed into two classes, the First C1ass being those on QMS 1evel, the
Second. those r*ho were appointed to a particular job fnrm which ttrey could return
on completion to their normal position as a Sergeant or Colour Sergeant.



So, amid all this confusion, it seems that up to 1867 and.poss.i.bly_1ater,
neither'RMA nor RMLI had Colour Sergeants as a substantive rank with a definite
authorised complement, although this does not of course vule out the reasonable
possibJ-lity of there having been some rrstatus symboltr given to senior Sergeants
in certain posts. This may even have been a trColour Sergeantrr as an honorary
distincti-on!

In support of this last possibility, we have an unnamed Colour Sergeant
mentioned inrtBritaints Sea S'oldiersrtas-early as 181{ (Vof. I, page 296, line 1!),
when, according to the authorised complements printed above, the rank did not
existl This particular Colour Sergeant was at the time serving in the 2nd Bn,
RM, in Canad"a, which had been sent out as a formed. unit from England., probably
taLing the Portsmouth Di-vision Colours with it. The incident giving rise to lhe
mention of thj-s Colour Sergeant is worth recording, since it contains the impli-
cation, or at least possibility, that he occupied a post of r.,rhich there was only
one in any given formation of men, The occasion was the captnre of Fort 0swego

from the Americans. Lieut. Laurie FM l-ed the first party to enter the fort,
climbed the flagstaff under fire, tore down the colours nailed to it and replaced
them with the British f1ag. 0n descending, severely wounded, he was about to be

shot by an American when his Colour Sergeant bayonetted the American. The emphasis
is on ihe words trhis Colour Sergeantt' implyi-ng that there was only one of tlat
rank - quite possibly the Company Sergeant. Unfortunately I have been unable to
find out his name.

In 181{, also, as we noted earlier, Company Sergeants were granted a special
badge and si:cpence per diem, but there is no mention of this being a promotion,
and. it was in a1-1 probability non-substantive pay during employment in the post,
termj-nabIe on ceasing this special duty. But it seems to suggest the roots of
the rank of Colour Sergeant, and would be applicable equally to FM and BMA since,
before they attained. their olvn Division, the RMA usually formed the leading
companies of the Division to which they were attached, each company bei-ng comrranded-

ty its own FMA Offi-cers, RMA Company Sergeants and Non{omrnissioned. Officers
generally.

Dated 1854 we have an engravingrpublished in the Illustrated London News at
the time, of i Colour Sergeani, RI'IA, wearing the Colour Sergeants Arrn Bad"ge of
the time, a single Union Flag flying, wilh a large GJope and Laurel over a Foul
Anchor superimpdsed on the flagr- the- whol-e surmounted by a Crown, and supported
by a pair of crossed swords over a single chevron. In addition this badge, when
*6r., iy a FMA rank, had between the crossed swords and the chevron an ei.ght-pointed
grenad.L in gold; aitogether a gorgeous badge, about seven inches 1ong, in gold and
Jilver wire and 1ace, with crimson velvet in the Union Flag. The RM badge is
stated in ttBritainrs Sea Soldiersrr (Vof.II page 78) to have come into use in 18${,
but the RMA version has been stated to have been in use as early as about 1835'

In 186d, we are told by Sergeant Major J. Wilson, the first Sergeant Major
of the Royal Marine Arti11ery, in his recollections (quoted in RMA Vol.II page J16),
that in the newly developJ-ng Eastney Barracks, at that time being occupied piece-
meal as each part was finished., Colour Sergeants were grouped with Second Class
Staff Ser.geants for Married Accommodati-on, with a definite stanrling of .their own,
d.espite t[e fact that the rank d.oes_not ?pp_ear in 5:grmplements^of, the time'
Incidentally, this ties in very well with the recollections of Colour Sergeant
Bethell, now'aged 972 about r+hom I wrote recently, and who recollects the rank
of Compiny Col6ur Sergeant very well. It did not, in fact, end untll the beginning
of the First Worlil War.

f do not seem to have got very far with my enquiries into the beginnings of
Colour Sergeants, but I suppose I have got somewhere, even if Itm not quite sure
where! I realise that the rank of Colour Sergeant is not so1ely a Marine rank,
many formations have 1t, but as far as the Corps is concerned my present suggestion
is that the position of Colour Sergeant was initially given to Cornpany Sergeants
in 1814 (even if Company Sergeant was sti1l its official designation) and that it



was later extellded to
Col-our Sergeant. From
to a separate rank.

include other ,senior-sergeantrr posts, with the name ofthat point it grad"iriy-A;;;i"p"";-i;Ar"iis;"Jih,,rrry pay,,

But I know f havenrt rea11y found the answer. So can anyone help?

A-Colour Sergeant Royal Mar.ine Artillery 1970.
1868 and was similar to the RMLI Badge shown at
The Chevron was removed in 1881 in pirallel- withthis portrait is wearing the Crimean Medal with
Crimean and Bal-tic Medals.

This badge was introduced in
fJ-gure { in the famj-J-y tree.
the RI"{LI. The subject of

two cJ-asps and the Turkish



1. First distinguishing badge for Colour Sergeant-. Royal Marines, introduced
20th August 1814. (Scarlet Cloth).

2, New badge for RM introduced about 1830. (Scarlet Cloth).

3. Sirnilar as 2 but for RMA Companies. (S ue Cloth).

4, New badge for RILI introduced 1868" (Scarlet Cloth).

5. Similar to 4 but for RIA. (gtue Cloth),
The badge was \,r'orn on the right arm, and three chevrons were worn on the
left arm. In 1881 the si-ng1e cherrron was removed, and thereafter the
badge was worn above three chevrons on the ri-ght arm.

New badge with Tudor Crown introduced in 1902. (Scarlet Cloth).

Similar to 6 but for RMA. (slue Ctoth).

New badge for RM introduced in 1!2$. Worn until fulf dress abolished j-n
t939. (e1ue Cloth).

6.

7.

e

g. Present bad.ge for Colour Sergeants FM introduced. in 1957. (Blue Cloth).



Editorts Nole.

1"1r. Davey has und.oubtedly come to the comect solution that the rank of
Colour Sergeant was introduced into the Corps in 787/,, one year after the armyl
The content of the original letter dated 2/ JuLy 181J from ifr" secretary of Statefor War to all Officers in Command of Regiments of Foot is set out below:

rrSir, I have the honour to acquaint you, that
seryices of non-commissioned officers oi the
encouragements and advantages to those ranks
those benefits which the appointment of troop
cavaIry; his Royal Highness the prince Regentin the name and on behalf of his Majesty, to
inclusive pay of the Sergeant Major in every
a limitation of service as to place, shal1 be increased to three shillings per &iemtr.

rrHis Roya1 Highness has also been pleased to ord,er, that from the same date one
Sergeant of the establishment j-n each company of the said regiments shall- be
designated tColour Sergeantt and that his pay sha1l be raised to two shillings andfour pence per diemrr.

rrThe Colour_Sergeants are to be distinguished by an honourable badge, of r,rhich,
IorSY"L and the,advantages attending it, they will i-n the case of"mi."orrdrrcir'
be l-iable to be deprived at the discietion of the Colonel or Commanding ofiic6rof the regiment or by the sentence of a court martial. It is also intEnded thatthe du,ty of a.ttending the colours in the field shall at all ti-mes be performed bythe Colour Sergeants, but that these distinctions shall not be pennitted. to inter-fere wi-th the regular performance of their regimental and 

"omprrry 
duties. I havethe honour to be Sir etc. PATMERSTONT'.

The family tree of Colour Sergeants Badges will be of interest to members of
the Society, even though the 1830 RMA Colour Sergeant badge was covered by Errri-e
Bowell in an article Vo1 I number J of the Newsletter.

A further RNIA Colour Sergeants Badge is illustrated in the portrait. This
badge incorporates the chevron, which was removed in the 1868 badge. The subject
of the portrait is wearing medals for the Crimean and Baltic Campaigns, so was
probably d,ated in the early 186Ots,

Incidentally, I notice in tThe Society for Army Historical Researchr special
publicatj-on (tg4fi entitled rBadges of Warrant and Non-Commissioned Rank in theBritish Armyt the following statement:

rrOolour Sergeants we probably introduced into the Royal Artillery at about the
same time as in the Infantrytt.

in consideration of the meritorious
army and with the view to extending
of the Infantry, correspondj-ng to
Sergeant l,lajors Officers in the
has been most graciously pleased,

order that from the 2\ June 181J,
regiment of Infantry not subject to



ROYAL MARINES AT THE BATTLE oF WATERLOO 18TH TTINE 1815

There were two forrner officers of the Royal Marines at Waterloo, Lieutenant
Robert Preston Campbell (Arti11ery) and Lieutenant Orlando Felix (fniantry).

Lieutenant Campbell obtained Admj-ralty leave to transfer to the Army in
181{ and joined the 7th Royal Fusj-l-iers as a subaltern. He was A.D.C. to Major
General Frederick Adam at Waterloo and after the rout of Napoleonts Old Guard
was advancing with the foremost British troops when he came upon a French 9-pounder
gun which had been abandoned, he d.ismounted and turned it on the retreating enemy.
This is beli,eved to have been the last gun fi-red at Waterloo. He was placed on
half-pay February 25th 1816 and on27th March 1B2J given a company in the Ceylon
Rifles. He d.ied in Ceylon about 1825, His Waterloo Medal engiaved Lieut. R.p.
Campbell /th Royal Fusiliers was sold in the Elson sale at Glendinningrs on Z/th
February 186J and realised f,,200.

Lj-eutenant Orlando Felix serred j-n the Mediterranean w-ith the Royal Marines
in 1813. He joined tlne 27th Inniskifling Fusiliers in August of that year as an
ensign and served with the Regiment in the Peninsular. He transferred to the 95th,the Rifl-e Brigade and was wounded at Quatre gras 16th June 181J, two days later he
f,ought at Waterloo. P1aced on half pay Jlst October 1826. He became an Egyptologist
of repute and was the first to decipher the names and titles of the Pharaohs,
Died 1860 with the rank of Major General. I have not been able to trace his
Waterloo or Mil-itary General Service medals so if any member can assist would they
please let me know.

SIDNEY WOOD.

EDITORS NOTE

The following letter by Captain Portlock-Dadson appeared in the Globe and
Laurel- (December 1910), and-givbs further d,etaj-ls of thlse two officers careersin the Corps:

!'The following record of an o1d comrade may be of interest - Robert Preston
Campbell was appointed 2nd Lieutenant 124 Company B ;uly 180{; 1st Lieutenant
(en second) lJ August 180$; 1st Lieutenant {th Coy 1.8 November 180/. Resigned
his commission 2 June 1814. Appointed Lieutenant, without purchas e 7th Royal
Fusiliers i-6'tl,ay 1814, placed on half pay at the reduction 25 February 1816.
Lieutenant 61st Regiment, 2 January L823, Captaj-n Ceylon R:ifles 2/ l[,arch LBZ3.
Died at Kandy, Ceylcn 18 January 182J.

As Aide-d"{urp to Major General Adams he was present and fired the last gun at
tr{aterloo.- (Vide Waterloo Roll- Callr.p_?6; Silb-ornets Waterl-oo VoI II p 2l[ and
Hj-storical Records !2nd Regiment p 266).

During hi,s service in the Corps he was at the Siege of Cad.iz in 1810 and as
Senior Officer FillA officially reported to Major Minto, then in command, of the
RMA Chatham, the deaths of Lieutenants Worth and Buckland,, u*ro were killed by
the same shot in'the attack on and destruction of , shipping at Port t"tary on 2J
November. He was at the siege during 1811 and 1812 seived under Colonel William
Robinson CB RMA with the Sicj-lian Floti1la of gun vessel co-operating with the
Army' The despatch of 22 Ju:-y the attack on, and destruction of, el-even large
armed vessels at Pictra Nera, on the coast of Calabria, when Congreve rocketi
were used with great effect against a force of about 7r2OO men includj-ng cavalry.
In this affair the FMA had two men kil-Ied and seven wound.ed. 0n 1j February 1813,
he was with the flotilla at the attack on the batteries which had been thrown up
at Pictra Nera, in co-operation with four companies of the 75th Regiment, when
fifty Sail- of armed vessels, chiefly Neopolitan gun boats, were destroyed.

Return of kj-lled, wounded, missing and prisoners of the British Division of the
Army: serving on the eastern coast of Spain, commanded by the Right Honourable,
Lieutenant General Lord l{i11iam Bentinck KB in action with the French Army under
Marshall Suchet (at 0rda1) on the tZ and,.lJ September_1812 - Rqyal Mari_ne Artil]ery -Lieutenant Campbell, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, severely, not dangerously.



He, like.so-many other subalterns, despairi-ng of promotion or recognition of
service in his own Corps, !'rent into the line for service in the Penj-nsul-ar
Campaign.- 2ld Lieutenant Orlando Felix who seryed at Cassio in 1813, and after-
wards with the 2/th Regiment at Orda1r- was,thus mentioned. in the miil-tary O""fit"t trI feel it iustice to mention the good conduct of Lieutenant Feljr( of th! novil- 

-

Marinesr.attached to the Battalioni._ _He was appointed Ensign 27th Regiment 16August_1513r served at Waterloo, and dj,ed as a-Major Generaf in'1860." Lieutenant
General Thomas Wearing RM arrived on the field of-Waterloo on the evenins of 18
June, wlth despatches for the Duke of Wellington. I had this from fris Siand- 

-

daughterts husband, CoIoneI Mclnnis CMG. Afler being Aid.e-de-Camp to t[e eueen(Victoria) q+O a Corunandant, he died on the active seryj-ce list of General 0ffj-cerson lp May 186J. lly old fribnd, General Clave11, told me that in his first detach-
ment i-n the Syria Campaign of 18{0, one of his sergeants wore the Waterl-oo Medal,
having re-enlisted from j-n the Corps after his line regiment was reduced at the
peace.

W. PORTLOCK-DADSON II

I have exarn-lned the medal ro11 for Syria 18{0 and note that 2nd Lieutenant C1avell
was serving on t{'IS GANGES at the time. The only sergeant I can find from that ship,
who claimed the Naval General Service Medal for Syria was Samuel Smith. As there
must have been several hundred Samuel- Smj-thsr present at Waterloo, I donrt thinkit is worthwhil-e for any member rushing to the nearest Waterloo ,ott to try and
confirm Captain Portlock-Dadson'rs statement.

General- Wearing of course was not actually present during the course of the Battle
and therefore was not abl-e to claim the medal. Had he received it, it woufd have
been an unique case of the medals for Waterloo and Trafalgar being awarded to an
indj-viduar. wearing served. on board the tconquerorr at Trafalgar.



TWO DSO GROUPS AWARDED TO

THE ROYAL MAR]NES

BY

SIDNEY WOOD AND IAN SCOTT_BELL

Both DSO groups discussed in this article are i-nteresting for widely different
reasons. The White group includes campaign medals for three major wars (Eg1pt,
South Africa and the Great War) and a DSO for the epic defence of Ladybrand.
Nothing appealed more to the Victorians than a good defence in some far distant
part of the empi-re, except perhaps for a tforlorn-hoper. The Legations at Peking
and Chi-tral under Colonel Townsend (nx mtf,I) i-mmediateJ-y spring to mind.

Members of the Society who are interested in collecting medals to the Corps
will- note that the White Group includes the Kingrs South Afrj-ca Medal. InMajor
Gordonrs book on CampaignMedals, widely accepted as a standard book of reference
it is stated that onl-y / Kingts South Africa Medals were awarded to the Naval
Service (including the Corps)" This is simply not true, although we agree that
the medal is rarely seen and therefore must be considered a choice collectors
piece, an examin#tion of the Naval ro11 for this medal shows 2zl members of the
Corps received it. There can be no doubt that others attached to Army Units,
as i-n Idhitels case, appear in the Army },{eda1 RolI.

The White DSO and a DCM to Colour Sergeant Carter RN{A (attached Roya1
Artillery) were the only gallantrv awards to members of the Corps for the South
Afri-can War, except those given to Royal Marines serving in the Naval Bri-gade.

0n the other hand there is nothing particularly remarkable about the
Sketchley Group. The interest here lies in the citation and the fact that he was
a divisional staff officer at the time. One can understand the reason for his
presence in the reserve trenches, presumably to report the progress of the attack
back to Divisional HQ, via his runner Lance Coryoral Way,t. To stop men who are
falling back in disorder f and in the circumstances implied in the citation, was
a considerable achievement in itself. To then lead them forward not once but
thrice, shows that Sketchley possessed truly remarkable powers of leadership,
an iron will and courage that must be the en'1ry of lesser mortals,

Had Sketchley survived the Great War there can be Iittle doubt that his obvious
ability and outstanding personal qualities would have taken him to the highest
offices of the Corps.

-)i Lance Corporal Way RMLI was awarded the CBI for his part in the action.

f Wtren Sketchleyts citation appeared in the Globe and Laurel in L!10, the editor
hastily pointed out (as we d.o now), that the formation concerned was not in any
way connected with either the Corps or the RN Division. We have in fact identified
the formation, but do not feel that any useful purpose would be served in mentioninp
it in our article.



COLONEL FREDERICK WHITE D.S.0. R.l'{. L. I.

Frederlck White was born on 14th October, 13t,1, the son of Major George White,
R.M.L.I. He joined the Royal trlarine Light Infantry 1st February, 1879, and
served with the Eglptian Expedition of 1882-82f, taking part in the bombardment
of Alexandria, occupation of the lines of the town, and occupation of Port Said
(medal wi-th clasp and Khedivers Star, Lieut. HNIS. TEMERAIRE).

He again saw actj-ve service in the Sudan in 1884, \{as present at the battles
of EI-Teb and Tarnaii and relief of Tokar (2 clasps and 0rder of the Medjidie).
The following is from Colonel Tusonts despatch -rrLieutenant tr{hite \,{as personally
ordered by the ltajor General Commanding to charge the left redoubt of the enemyts
position at Teb rvith his Company. He r-ushed to the front, when two of the enemy
sprang on hj-m, one on each side" He clrt one man down ti.rice with his sword, when
Private Birtwhrstle rusired to iris assistance and forced his bayonet right through
the black, breaking it short off. The black then severely wounded Birtwhistle,
who clubbed his musket and brained h-im. The other black was stopped attacking
Lieutenant White by Private F. Yerbury, who caught the man by the hair of hi-s
head, spinning him rcund and round so that he coul-d not use hls assegai, when
Sergeant Major Hirst rushed to the front and despatcheci. him. Those four were also
-in a dangerous position in front of the attack at the ti.me, as the fire from the
side of the square was sti,tr1 continued on each slde of themrr.

White was promoted Captain 2oth -{ugust, tSS8, to Major (rth September, 1896
was orr the Staff, Royal Marines 2ath June, 1S9o to l2th February, 1899. He served
in the South African War, Jrd Februarv, 1!00 to llth April 1902, as Special Service
0fficer including servi-ce as D.A.A.G. F{.Q. Cape Town. Rai-lway Staff Officer,
Sierkstroon. Commandant, Bethulie Bridges and Distnict command under the Military
Governor, Orange River Colonl,. He was present at opera-rrons in the Orange River
Colony, including action at tr{ittebergen. },{entioned in despatches (t.C. 101;h
September, 1901) received the Queents Medal with two clasps and the Kingts Medal
with two clasps and for the defence of Ladybrand,*,as created a Compatrion of the
Distinguished Service Order (1.C. 2/th September,. 1901) 1!Frederick White, Major
Royal Marj-ne Light Infantry. In recognitj.on erf services in South Africarr.
Major i'/hiters defence of Ladybrand is described in Sir A. Conan Doylef s rrGreat
Boei' Warrr (pages JJJ and 388). rr0n September 2nd another Command of Free State
Boers under Fourie emerged from the mountain country on the Basuto border, and
feIl upon Ladybrand-. whj-ch was held by a feeble garrison consj-sting of one
corpany of the Worcester Regt. and 43 men of the ililtshj-re Yeomanry. The Boersl
who trad several guns with them, appear to have been the same force whj-ch had
been repulsed at Wimburg. Major Whj-te, a gallant l{ari-ne, whose fighti-ng
qualities do not seem to have deteriorated with his distance from salt water,
had arranged his defences upon a hi1l, after the Wepener model, and held his own
most stoutly. So great was the di-sparity of forces that for days acute anxiety
was felt lest another of those hunriliating surrenders should interrupt the
record of victories, and encourage the Boers to further resistance. The point
was distant and it was some time before relief coutrd reach them. But the dusky
chi-efs, who from their native mounta.ins looked down on the military drama which
was played so close to their frontler, were again, as on the jammersberg, to
see the Boer attack beaten back by the constancy of the British defence. The
thin line of soldiers, 110 of them covering 1| miles of ground, enduned a, heavy
she1l and rifle fire with unshaken resctruLion, repulsed every attempt of the
burghers, and" held the flag flying until relieved by the forces of Whj-te and
Bruce Hami-ltonrr.

He became
Colonel on 11th
1915-1919. He
December, 1924.

Lieut.-Colonel 11th apri1, 1906, and retlred with the rank of
April, 1909. Colone-L h,hi-te was Draft Conducting Offi-cer from

dj-ed at his home, St, Johnts Park, Blackheath, on the 8th



fPttocu by iiussell, Southsea.

I\IAJOt{ F. WHtTE, Ii.I{.L.I.

1. Di-stinguished Service Order.

2. Egyptian lIedal 1882 3 clasps Alexandria 11th July; Suakin 1884; E1-Teb-Tanaai.

3. Queenrs South Africa 2 clasps Cape Colony; Wittebergen.

4. Kingrs South Africa 2 clasps South Africa 1SO1; South Africa lg}2.
5. 1914-15 Star.
6. British War Medal.

7. Victory lledal.
8. Order of the Medjidie gth class,

9. Khedivets Star 1882.



},IA.TOR FREDERICK ERNEST POI,IIYS SKETCHLEY DSO RMLI

I"lajor Sketchley was born on 6 August 1881, at West Kensington W1, son of
the Reverend. E. Powys Sketchley of Ballater, Bromley, Kent, Assistant Secretary
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and Mrs. Powys Sketchley.

He was educated at Dulwj.ch College and joined the RMLI as a Znd Lieutenant
on 1" January 1900. After successfully completing his initi-al courses at RN
College, Greenwich and in the Plymouth Division, he was posted to tMS ABOIKIR
on J Aprj-l t9O2. He served on board HMS ABOIKIR for the next three years,
mainly on the Mediterranean station, returning to England for a short perj-od of
leave in April 1905, prior to taking up an appointment as Aide-de{amp and
Secretary to the Governor Generaf of Western Australia, His Excellency Sir
F G D Bedford GCB. He took passage to Australia on t2 May 1!09 in the ss SUE\rIC.

In May 1$08 Sketchley returned to England and the Plymouth Division where
he remained until 26 January 1910. During this period he successfully passed
a short Electricity and W/T Course at HMS \fERNON (;anuary 1909), the Ad,jutants
Course (May 1$09) and Equj-tation and Musketry Courses (August 1909). Shortly
after this in January 1!10 he ua.s appointed to FORTON Barracks, Portsmouth
Division R}'ILI as Adjutant, where he remained until the outbreak of the First
World War. He was promoted to Captain 1 January 1"p11 and to Temporary Major
2p September 1p1{ on taking up appointment as GS02, Headquarters, Royal Navaf
Division. Sketchley served wj-th the Division at Ostend and Antwenr and sub-
sequently in Gal1ipo1i (19f5) and France where he was kill-ed outright on 12
October 19L6, whilst inspecting an empty trench with General Paris (Oivision
Commander). It appears that the one and only shetl of the afternoon burst
right in Sketchleyts face killing him and severely wounding Gene::al Panis. A
brother officer wrote of him at the time:

rrl am very grieved indeed about Sketchley, I knew him better than most
for he was my Subaltern for two years (l+lS aBOUXIR) and I had seen him almost
daj-ly since August 1914. He was a most gallant fellow who knew no fear. He
did exceptionally good work all- the time he was GS02. His work during the
particularly trying time of the evacuation of the Gallipo1i Penj-nsular was quj-te
fj-rst class and I have seen letters written to hj.m by two Corps Commanders
offering to recommend him for higher staff jobs, but he remained 1oya1 to his
own General and stayed on as a GS02 when he might have been a GS01 elsewhere.
He will be much missed at FORTON where he worked so hard for the general good
of the Divisi-on first as QIM and then as Adjutant. Both at work and i-n pIay,
and it was largely due to his encouragement that the tug of war team did so
well in the years before the warrr.

Sketchley was award-ed the DSO in 1Q1J and mentioned i-n despatches three times.

He was married to Phy11is, daughter of J F Campbeltr Esqre, Deputy Master of
the Royal Mint, Western Australia, and had one daughter born on 1/ June 1909.

Sketchleyts citation which appears in the London Gazette for 1J September
1!1$ reads as follows:

Captain (Temporary Major) Ernest Frederick Powys
Sketchley RMLI Royal- Naval Division
For services in the C,allipo1i Peninsula. 0n the llth July (1915), durj-ng operations
south of Accra Baba a retreat began and rapidly developed, which might have had
very serious consequences.

Major Sketchley who was with the supports, assisted by L/CpI J G Way, prevented
some of these men from retiring further. He then gathered together about {0 of
them, re-organised them and feading them forward, re-occupied some of the
trenches.

Majo_r_sketchley and L/Cpl Iday returned twice to gather more men, and, collectingin all about 100, re-took further trenches, captured some {0 prisoners and secuied
position. Both of them exhj.bited great courage, presence of mind and powers of
personal leadership in a moment of crisis.

TISB
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THE GAMBIA D(PE]IIION

FEBRUARY+{ARCH 18a4

''..-.,,"..'.i. ,';

The ain of this e>qpedition \,{as somewhat vague, but it can generally be
accepted as the pacification of the dissident Chiei n'od"i Silah. - The expeilition
was divided into two columns. No 1 Column under command of Colonel Corbett RFILI
and No 2 column under command of captaj-n Gambre RN (HMS RALETGI{).

Both col-umns included l"larines from the RALEIGH detachment, although No 2
Column (the larger) also had men from the d,etachments of ALECTb, FORTE, MAGPIE
and SATELLITE.

This artj-cle concentrates on the sucoessful progress of Corbettfs Column,
although mention is made of the ilt-fated No 2 Column at the ambush at Med,ina
Creek.

tr include with this article a photograph of the Campai-gn Medal award.ed to
P]ly 7087 Private Alfred Batchelor RMLI of HMS MLEIGH for t[is e>rpedj.tj-on. He
received a subsequent clasp for Benin 1897, where he was mentioned in Captain
Egertonrs despatches. Batchelor was born in East Grinstead, Sussex on 19 March
1871 and enlisted in the Corps 1! March 1889. He served hi3 futl time for
pension being d.ischarged 23 ]"tarch 1910, having received the IS & GC Medal
(not in my collection unfortunately) and five good conduct badges. He was
recalled to the colours tn !)19 serving on board ALBTON (19L4-t6) and at
Stonehouse Barracks, being discharged finally 8l'{arch t9L9, He apparently d.id
not bother to claim his First l{orl-d l{ar Medals. It appears from Batchelorrs
service documents that he uas employed as a Bil-l-iard Marker in the 0fficers
Mess, stonehouse from 1899-1910J He died on 2/ December 1p61. - Editor.

This Medal was awarded to the forces
$i:h took part in the many expeditj_onsin East and West Africa during- tlr:is
period.
The Medal shown is that awarded to
Pte Batchelor RMLI, and displays the
clasps for C,ambia 1894 and benin tgg7.
The ribbon is yellow wittr black edges
and two thin black lines tor,rards tfie
centre.
Medal rolls for all the clasps with
Royal Marine recj-pients are irelrt in
the Rl"I Museum.



EXPERTB{QEI i]i N0 1 goLUMN

COMMANDED BY LIEUTM,IANT-COLONEL A D CORBET, CB, RMLI
IN THE GAMBTA EXPEDTTIoN, 1gg4

(ny One who was There)

53

Our Column, composed of fifty men of the Ralei-ghrs Royal Marine detachment,
with a 7-pounder field gun (1and sewice), and a Company oi about fifty strongof the 1st Battal-ion WI Regiment, under Captain Westmoreland, Lieuts Cowie an6
carre-srn-1th, left Bathurst early on the morning of the 22 February lgg4.
Surgeon Bowden, RN, was in medical charge, and some forty carriers were jrr
attendance - a nondescript 1ot of all sorts and sizes, but wonderful hands at
carrying loads up to eighty pound.s, though about sixty pounds is the usual amount.

. _ -Af1 being ready, the men carrying a blanket ro11 with toweI, soap and shirtinside, and s*ty rounds of ammunition in their pouches, a start was made forSukutta, a village sj-tuated just outside British^ territ6ry, and about twelverniles distant from Bathurst. Thj-s village we were to d.isiim, and, if resj-stance
were offered, burn. A couple of miles outsid"e Sukutta, we were mbt by the
Headman of the pIace, who e4pressed a desire to comply-with all our demand"s,
and pushitg on, we found the- inhabitants engaged in piffi-ng down the stockade.
A demand for thein_ arms and powder produced some guni but io powder, so Colonel
Corbet, taking with him an interpneter and his orderly, Corpo-ral Hunt, proceededinto the town to _the-central square, where the inevititfe pilr.v""" arl ireld,
and informed the Headmen that unless more arms were forthcoming and the powter
magazine pointed out, he should be under the painful necessity of burnin-g dovmtheir toutr. This produced more arms and the key of the magari.re, a mud-[uilt
structure, with the wall-s of consi-derable thickness. About forty or fifty
sma11 bags of powder were found j-n the magazine and destroyed., and a search
party discovered some more guns, making a total of about a hundred, whi-ch were
al-1 broken up. It may be said here that the guns used by the Madingoes are of
the usualrrtrad.e gunrr description, long barrell-ed muskets sometimes with flint
but usual-]f witt, percussion locks, ald 1q a rule, in the French di-strict, of
French make. The usual charge j-s'a handful of coarse powd.er, two or three
spherical bullets, and a dozen or two jagged bits of i-ron for use at closequarters. The to-wn being disarmed, the Administrator and Adniral- Bedford, who
had accompanied the Column this far, entered escorted by the whol-e partyr'had
a palaver with the Headmen and informed them they were now British. sub3etts.
Corporal Hunt then produced. a Union Jack from the breast of hj-s serge tunic,
lashed it on to a bamboo po1e, stuck it into the roof of the Headmanrs hut,
the troops saluted, and the British Empire was so much the bigger. After making
a bonfire of the remains of the stockade, the troops returned a couple of miles
to a fniendry village ca]Ied Bakotti, and bivouacked there.

The programme for the next day was to march south into hostile territoryr
take_the villages_Jundum and Bassambul-Iar- and return for the night to Aboka,
a- village some rniles east of Bakottj-, and near Lam-ir Creek on tf,e Gambi-a River,
whene boats were to meet us and convey us back.to the ship. But something was'to happen which was to overturn these arangements and kelp us on shore fifteen
_days longer. So.on.?Itef daybreak next morning we started., leaving behind.Lieut Carne-Snrith il-l with the fever which so few escaper'and whiEh ultinrately,after our returYr on_board, prostrated.-a large proportj--on of oun party, in spit6of tLre fulIy dose of quinine swall_owed religiouslj, Uy all hands. Whether it isa true malarial fever or due to exposure to the sun leems d.oubtful, but it is
probably the l-atter.

Led by two guides, one of them son of thettKingttof Bakottj., a picturesque
looking person whom we dubbed the Heir Apparent, or" forc. pr"""d through a
thickly-wooded country for some mi-1es, crossing two streams, to ford which it
was necessary to make a consid.erable detour, and meeting here and there patches
of open cultivated ground of some extent,

when within about three miles of Jundun we entered upon bush of the densestcharacter, the narrowest bush path compelling us to march in single fi1e, while



fi,,
a/-qthe advance guard fired. volleys at frequent interyals as a precautionary mJasure

into the bush in front and on either flank. About noon Jundum was reached, an
open village, the Headmen of which met us with a white flag flying, but, cuttj-ng
short their insatiable desire for palaver, we searched the village, found a
few arms and some powd"er, which we destroyed, informed the Headmen their village
was now in British territory, and moved on through, if possible, thicker bush
than we had yet encountered. After dragging the seven-pounder wj.th much d:ifficulty
and many capsizes through__two rniles of this, we reached the ed,ge of the bush, and
came in sight of Bussumballa, and bringing the gun to the front, we entered the
clearing in the centre of which stood the village.

. _Hard-l-Y l_rad_we appeared before fi-re was opened from the stockade, and
sj-rmrltaneously from a body of skirmishers lying j-n the grass, and reiching from
the stockade to the thi-ck bush at the edge of the clearing on our left front.
In half a rninute a cornmon she1l rattled through the stockade, followed by a
shrapnel which burst over the centre of the village and set it on fire, ttre
thatched roofs being soon in a blaze. The village being now in the word.s of
the London Fire Bri-gade reports, trwell a1igh1tt, and the garrison given notice to
quit, we turned our attention to the men in the open.

As we ad.vanced. in skirmishing ord.er, the Field gun in the centre, the Ftreir
Apparent, vf,to was armed with a musket of enormous length, apparently j-nflamed
with ardour at the sight of his hereditary foe, bounded forward in front of
the Field gun, (which had just been loaded with shrapnel), squatted on his
haunches, and elevated his piece at an angle of forty-five d"egrees in the
direction of the cloud.s floating overhead. A fearful- e>ryIosion fo1lowed, and
HRH nearly measured. his length on the ground. Advancj-ng rapidly, we closed
somewhat on the enemy, who retired, firing heavily but ineffectively, whj-l-e we
return their fire with section vol1eys, and an occasional shell, though rarely
gettj-ng nearer than 1!0 yards. With the exception of an attempt to turn our
left flank, which was soon disposed of, the enemy mad.e no stand, and it became
evid.ent their desi-gn was to d,raw us away from the village and into the thick
bush, to lure us in fact down to Medina Creek, a few nriles distant, where, as
we were shortly to learn, our Naval Brigad.e, a few hours earlier in the day,
had been forced to take their boats, after suffering terrj-bIe l-osses.

Taking steps to prevent bei-ng surprised, we desisted. from pursuit, and set
to work to d.estroy the portion of the village stockade which the flames of the
burning huts had not reached. The easiest way to destroy an o1d stockade, is
by fi-re, but this was a comparatively new one, so, having provided a length of
rope before leavlng the ship for the purpose, we pu11ed it down in lengths of
ten or twelve feet at a time, employing fifty men on the job. It was now four
orclock, and. within two hours of sundovm, so by way of a parting shot, Sergeant
Milton placed. a charge of gun-cotton under the main gateway of the stockade,
and up it went. Bussumball-a unl-ike the other stockaded towns \,r'e saw, which-
\,\rere usually an i-rregular ova1, was a perfect square and of recent construction.
There were two stockades, the outer of spli-t bamboo, forrning a screen of great
toughness, whj-le allowing the garrison to see what was going on outside, the
i-nner being constructed of the trunks of sma11 trees, about a foot j-n diameter
at the base, standing three deep and some fifteen feet in heightl well embedded
in the ground.. A ditch, about two feet deep was dug inside, and the earth was
thrown up in front. A d,istance of about twelve feet separated the two stockades,
whil-e in the centre of the i-nner side of each was a zig-zag entrance, flanked
,at each tum, the stockad.e at that point being of extra strength. A bush or a
piece of light matting concealed. the entrance from the view of anyone at a
d.istance. It may seem strange that with a stockade of such strength, a better
stand. was not madgr but the Man*ingo, j-n common with most savage or semi-savage
tribes, has a wholesome d,read. of bei-ng surrounded and caught in a trap, and" hls
first and overmastering thought is how to make sure of his retreat. Threaten
his flanks or rear, and he feels it is time to be off.

The march to Aboka took us four hours, the last two in the dark, and glad
we were to reach our bivouac, where we found shelters of mattj-ng had been mn
up for us, for the night winds were cold with a heavy dew. These shel-ters are
very useful, and we got quite adepts in a short time at running then up, the



supply of matting being practically unlimited, as it is used for hut bui-1d.ing, a1 ,

fencing, and a variety of purposes. The rrmodus operandirt is to take a suitabie "d*r

piece o? mattj-ng, bend it lnto a circular form, leaving a doorway, 11sh it to
poles driven into the ground, take a long bamboo for a centre po1e, lash some

itigftter ones with split bamboo to its upper end, and to the poles supporting
the walls, so as to iorm the framework of the roof, thatch it with palm leaves,
and the house is complete.

Fires were then lighted, the seven-pounder was divested of sundry bunches
of fowIs, thoughtfully left behind. by our Bussumballa friends, which had mad.e

it on the retuin journey present somewhat the appearance of a poultererrs shop
at Christmas time, and stewed chicken was the ord-er of the day.

The carriers, squatting round their own fires, jabbered away far into the
night, but we, hunger being satj-sfi-ed, were soon ready for a good sleep after
our twenty m:ile march.

In the nriddle of the night, Cofonel Corbet was aroused._by a messenger,
bringing a note from the Admlrai, acquainting him with the disastrous affair
at U6diia Creek, the day before, :-n which some sixty 0fficers and men of the
Naval Brigade, out of two hundred-, had been killed and wounded, and requesting
him to move with all speed to Fort St Mary, about seven r,riles distant, to
protect the district in case the enemy, emboldened by success, should make an

incursion into British territory.

Next morning, soon after daylight, we were off, none of us feeling very
bright after the exertions of the previous day, and with the terrible news of
the reverse extrlerienced by the Naval Brigade, fresh in our minds.

A pony, picked up
occasional- lift, and at
the sea shore, and must

somehow, was utilized" to give any men unabl-e to march an
nine o'tclock we reached the Fort, which is situated on
have been j-n its day of considerable strength.

Hardly had we settled d.own, r,rhen orders arrived for us to l-eave the next
day, on being relieved, and take up a position near Sabagee, _five miles further
to- the front, so as to protect our territory from attack, and the friendly
villages in rear from pi11age. Next afternoon (25 fetruary) on relief amivingr_
we maiched out, having to send into Bathurst two of our party, unable to_ proceed
further, and airived at our destination at 4 p.m, with only two hours of daylight
left in whi-ch to strengthen our position. Intrenching tools, though sent for,
had not arrived, so it was resolved to uti-lize the time in clearing away the
bush by burni-ng, and otherwise obtain a good field of fire, and trust to
discipline and straight shooting to do the rest. Our posltion sloped gently
to the front, and was fairly clear of bush except on the flanks, where it
approached. to within about 100 yard.s. This we burnt and cut down with what tools
we could improvise as much as possible. Having filled every available vessel
with water, for the nearest well was some distance off in the bush, and. we knew

not when we might be cr.rt off from access to it, we placed the stores and ammuni-
tion in the celtre" the men were f,allen in a circle, according to their secti-ons,
the Marines taking'the right half, the West India Rbgiment the l-eft half of the
Sections, the seven-pounder being in front with a sheIl fused ready to insert.
Sections were comnanded by Corporals Wetheral-l, WA, Ti1ley, ChapU-n and Morris,
FUIII, but when the Field gun was being worked, Corporal Wetheral-l- and four
gunners took charge, and Lce-Corpl tteity commanded the remainder of the section.
Sergt Milton, RMA, was the only Sergeant present with the detachment" It must

be understood. that at this time, we were the only organized bod.y capable of
taking the fiel-d. Five miles in rear was Fort St Mary, held by a smal-I party
of blue-jackets, and in front was an unknonn number of Mandingoes, estimated
according to some accounts, at as rnany as two thousand, flushed with their
repulse of the Naval Brigade. About t. J0 next morning, a sentry on the right
gave the a1arm, and we could just make out in the dim lj-ght, two parties of
men, each numbering about a hundred, mshing towards our right ftrank, having
plainly been attempting to steal round our rear, for we found their tracks
ifterward.s in the long grass. They appeared to have been marching about six
d.eep.
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In a few seconds every rnan was i-n his place, and our right section poured

in a volley which nade them disappear into the bushes, while still some two
hundred yard"s away from us. Almost immediately a hea'ry fire broke out in
front and on our left flank, and the bushes seemed alive with men. Lying down,

we fired volleys by sections, into the bush wherever the flashes of their guns

appeared thickest. For more than half an hour the fire was very heavy, slugs
were flying about too thick to be quite pleasant, and the unrnistakeable whiz
of Martini bullets was to be heard just overhead., telling us that some of the
rifles lost by the Naval Brigade, were being used against us. Corporal Chaplin,
Privates Farmer and Budd. of the RMLI, and a private of the WI Regiment, were
wounded by slugs, but after having their wounds dressed, returrred tq th_e fighting
line. After a-time, our volleys began to teI1, and the enemy drew further back
j-nto the bushes. A3 soon as it became light enough, Lieut Cowie was sent with
a party of the III Regiment, to clear the bush on the left and on their return,
a party of Marines to drive the enemy back on our right. 4l attempt yas th93
made to draw the enemy, if possible, into the open, by sending a section well
out to the front, and suddenly recalling it at the double. As the section
reached us, we fired a vo11ey, and all bolted to the rear as if panic-stricken,
hiding behind some nat shelters, that had been run up. Somewhat emboldened, the
enemy advanced to the edge of the bush, but not a man showed himself j-n the open.
However, our fire, when resumed, seemed somewhat more effective. Soon after,
the head of a strong column of the enemy, led by mounted. men, came in sight,
1100 or 1200 yard,s off on our left front. We at once opened fire on them wj-th
the seven-pounder, and poured in some long range volleys, as they moved across
our front, and. disappeared. behind a wood, some 1J00 yards to our right front,
in the &irection of their orrn territory. They numbered apparently about p00 or
1000, and marched in order, five or six deep. While part of our force were
engagj-ng them, the remainder kept those of the enemy in our immediate neighbour-
nooA, oJcupieh. This force, we learnt afterwards, had burrrt one or two smal1
hamli:ts in gritish territory, before encountering-us. Disheartened, apparently,
by the failure of the main body to come to their assistance, the fire of the
enemy slackened, and at half-past seven, we advanced and drove them across the
border, nor did they ever again venture into British territory. No bodies were
found on the fieId., for the l,landingoes at al-I hazards remove their dead, and

some blood-stained. guns were all they left behind. It was saicl that at Medina
Creek, where the Mand.ingoes ventured into the open, whenever one of them fell,
he was at once seized by his comrades and bumped over the ground to the rear,
in a way warranted to extinguish the vital spark, in a very short time, if not
already extinct. Native reports put the loss of the enemy at two hundred, killed
and wounded, including three head-men killed by a shelI, while leading the mail_
body past us. A number of empty Martini cartridge cases were found on the fie1d,,
showing that several of the rifles, lost at Medina Creek, were used against us,
but the Mandingoes luckily did not know how to use them, and" fired too high.
The rest of ttre day we spent in still further clearing the bush around, and j-n
constructing a zareba witfr tne aid of a few tools picked up in a neighbouring
village. T[e fo]lowing day, 2J Febr.rtary, in accordance with orders, we moved_
back Jome ttrree milesr-as our being so far to the front, made the work o! sending
out supplies rather heavy, and a position was selected at the junction of the
four chief rtroadstr of the district, with good water close at hand, where,
entrenching tools having arrived, we threw up a redoubt of sufficient strength,
which received the name of Fort Brittannia. Though in Bathurst a panic seems to
have existed, the days passed quietly enough, and our patrols discovered no sign
of the enemy. Fod.i Silah, however, the rebel chief, occasionally sent a letter,
threatening to burn us out, and breakfast with us as he put it. Possibly he
found the early breakfast we provided for him at Sabagee, rather ind.igestible.

0n March 1, 1st Battalion West Ind"ia Regiment arrived, and, leaving again
with our Company of the Regiment, on the following day they retook Bussumballa
which had been re-occupied and partially rebuilt.

0n the 6 March we were withd"rawn, and, pJ-cking up some twenty or thirty
scouts at Bathurst Barracks, embarked on board the Al-ecto, a pad.dle gun vessel
of tight draught for river service where we were reinforced by thirty men from
different ships.



town of Gungur is situated about twenty miles south of Bathurst, and was Fodi
Silahrs last stronghold as well as one of his oldest towns, and contained a

mosque of great sanctity. An obstinate resistance was therefore likelyr- though,
as t]re W India Regiment was approaching from the North, it was thought that
the fear of being taken between the two fires would be too much for the
Mandlngoes, and iuch proved to be the case. The Satellite, Magpie and. Widgeou
anchored as close to the shore as their draught of water would permit, and
there we remained at anchor for three days, the town being bombarded for an
hour each morning, the fire being directed by men stationed in the tops, and
the bush in the rear of the landing pIace, which was ful-l of men, being
occasionally shelled and swept by volleys of musketry from a picked. party of
Marines, all marksmen, stationed on the Alectots hurricane deck. A hearry fire
was kept up in return, and boats sent in to reconnoitre the landing place, orr
as was sometimes the case, merely to draw the enemyls fire, were received with
a tremendous fusillade, but though the boats were occasi-onally struck by slugs,
and the ships by llartini bull-ets, there were no casualties. 0n the morning of
the !th, i-nformation having been received that the WI Regiment was neari-ng
Gungur, the beach was shefled for half-an-hour, some beautifuf practice being
rnade, and a force of 150 bluejackets and80Marines \Mas landed simultaneouslyr_
some on large native canoes towed round from Bathurst for the purpose and some-
in shipst boats. There was a consid.erable surf running, but all got ashore
without mishap, though not without a wetting. The beach uas rushed with fj:red
bayonets, but though the crest immediately in rear of the bushes on the top,
was found. to be honeycombed with rifle pits for a considerat'Ie distance, the
birds had florm. Column of route was then formed with thirty Marines as a

rear guard, and the remaining fifty in advance. The road Ied" through fairly
thick bush, but we were unmolested, and arrived at Gungur only to find. the
WI Regiment in possession and the town j-n flames, no resistance having been

met with. The meeting with our dusky friends \4ras very cordial., as the Marines
marched into their }i-nes with Bugter Coles as their head sound.ing the general
safute with might and main to acquaint them with our approach. Our valiant
nativerrscoutstt,, who had hitherto remained in rear, contrary to the usual.
accepted doctrine as to the duties of scouts, now mshed to the front, and in
the twinkh-ng of an eye each man had captured and tied by a cord hal.f-a-dozen
stray goatsr-and appelred. hung over like a Christmas tree with a selection of
iron cooking pots, looted out of the stil-I burnisrg tow!. Very picturesque they
looked, if not exictly warlike. Poor feI1ows, they had to return to Bathurst,
and were l-ooted i-n thei-r turn, arriving hore after all goat-Iess, if not
pot-less. A couple of hours t{ere spent in completing the destruction of the
itockade and town, the former bei-ng single, and atout ten feet high with various
entrances, closed with wooden doors about four inches thick, and only admi-tting
one person at a time. Fragments of sheIl strewn around, showed the fire of the
ships to have been well directed. We were all on board. our ships before dark,
and that night left for Bathurst, rejoining our own ships next morning. The

i{I Regiment marched. back to Bathurst, burrring a couple of sma1l towns on their
way., whi-Ie Fodi Si1ah. fl-ed into French. territory, and gave himsel-f up with a

couple of hundred of his fighting men to the authorities. Our last sad duty
was to collect the remains of those who had been left on the field at Medina
Creek, and bury them wi-th all honour in Bathurst cemetery, and there they Iie -
Officer and man, Bluejacket and Marine, and who would wish to l-ie in better
conpany?

ARRIVAL OF WOUNDED MEN AT PT,WOUTH

The Elder Dempster steamer Teneriffe arrived at Pllrmouth on Sunday from
Eathurst, having specially cal-led at Plymouth to land men wounded in the recent
operations on the Gan.bia against Fod.i Silah. Those who arrived were Lieut
Savi11e, bulfet wound left thigh, doing well; Sergt Bense:ly, R['ILI, fracture of
skull from gunshot behind. the ear; Edward Fenton, AB, bul-let wound left foot;
Pte Hughes, RMLI, bullet wound left ankle; P0 second-class Thomas Huddy, bullet
wounds right arm and left 1eg; Pte Frar,k W Howarth, FMLI, bul1et wound in back;
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Lce-Corporal. John Cobb, FMLI, compound fracture of left arm from gunshot;
J A Mi11s, AB, shot in neck, bullet lodging in the left shoulder; Sergt Dunn,
F['{LI, wounded right leg and left arm; M Laughton, AB, wounded right arm;
E Haynes, AB, wounded left lower jaw; and Stoker B Gough, bullet wound left
foot. Soon after the tender arrived in the docks ttre men were conveyed in
cabs and ambulances to the Naval Hospital, where they were received by
Inspector-General Lloyd. Immed:iately on the arrival of the Teneriffe ttre
Commander-in{hief (Rdmiral Sir Algernon Mclennon Lyons, KCB) d:Lrected
Surgeon F Woore, two sick berth stewards, and a party of searnen to assist in
conveying the invalids ashore. These proceed,ed in a steau launch to the shi-p,
where they rendered assistance, and subsequently at the docks.

(Extracted from Globe and I"aure1 1894).

THE OPERATIONS ON THE GAMBIA,



HARD TIMES

Jack T Andrews was a private in the Mari.nes, and seryed in one of ttre recent
West African Wars.

His parents dj-ed wtren he was three leaving hin to pick up a living as best he
cou1d. I{hen aged eighteen he became rrixed up in a burglary and vras imprisoned.
He married at twenty-one. Then poverty drove hin to enlist in the Marines, and
he was sent to the GoId Coast. In a jungle lar there he caught enteric fever,
and one or two ninor diseases in succession, and was laid. up so as to miss ttre
g1ory of the main e>rpe&ition.

He was wounded duri-ng a trying march to join the rrictori-ous colurur, and lost an
arm in a trivial skinni-sh.

A stray bullet the same day rendered his left 1eg permanently useless, and. on
board the gun boat that took him home the remaining arm became paralysed. His
wife who came to meet him at Southampton with the news that their only child was
dead, fe}I off the quay and was drowned before his arrival.

0n arri-vi-ng at his home two days 1ater, he found the brokers arrived to seIL up
the dwelling, wtrich his wife had kept going during his absence. Sone kindhearted
people came to the rescue with noney, but too late. The unfortunate Marine vras
run o\rer jl the street the next day and killed. People said it was the one piece
of luck in his life.

An example of Victorian humour extracted
from the Globe and Laurel, December 1900.
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