


CCI'{MEIT

Some time last year my arm rras somer+hat tw'isted to agree to undertake the
task of Editor of thl Assoliationrs Newsletter as Mr Russe1 Gamage was regrettably
unable to continue in that appointment owing to pressure of work.

As I have already got the unenviable job of Editor of another Newsletter for
,y o*rr-lr"o"i.tiorr, t'fElt sure that the main difficul-ty w9u+at be ttrat of
o[t":oi"g interesting copyr as I myself rnake no claims to being a historian. I
uras not wrcng in my deductions.

This issue is my first atteq)t as Editor and ! found myself very short of
copy.- ii i; on yorr'ourllemb9rsr r+ho we rely for interestingarticles and
sniipets of infoimaiion, so please do send i-n anything *m+Sn you feel paI.interest
othbi" members. We now itope io be able to producb reasonable photographs in the
Newsletter, so any of interest wiIL be very welcome.

To this end, the Council have approved that
Menbers sendi:rg in ttre best and most interesting
of this wiIL be published in the nqrt Newsletter.

Having now seen the task involved in pr^oducing a !ewsl_e1t9r, I am sure y-ou 
,

woulil all fgree how rruch we appreciate the efforts of Russell Ganage and to thank
him most siicerely for aII his- work in the past. I only hope ttrat I can maintain
the standard he set right frrom the start.

a orize wiJ-I be offered to the
article over t}re year. Details

G.P. SANFORI)
Editor
c/o Royal }larines Assocjation
Central Office
Bl Barracks, Eastney
Southsea, Hants.



MOBTLE NAVAL BASE DEFEICE ORC,ANISATION (1)

The Mobile Naval Defence 0rganisation had, in some form or other, oristed
since t923. At the beginning of World War II, in 1940 MNBDO(I) vras raised. and
trained in many naried camps around the United Kingdom. The function of the
0rganisation was to build, rebuild or improve harbour facilities, defence works,
beach r"oads and virtually any installations required by the Royal Narry. In brief -
nhere-ever the Navy wanted a base, they could provide and defend it.

Early in 1941 MNBDO(I) couprisi.ng of 8000 0fficers and men, was sent to ttre
Ilediterranean, arriving at the port of Alexandria in early April after a voyage
around the Cape. The 0rganisation was in Alexandria as a stqtping off place prior
to going to Crete to set up a base in the Suda Bay area. In llay ttre adnance party
arrived in Crete and consisted of a Transport Company, a Signal Company, part of a
Searchlight Regiment and an Anti Aircraft Regfunent plus a Ianding Gnoup Maintenance
Party and a few provost. These were the linbs of the I-{NBDO(1) who were caught in
Crete wtren the Germans irvaded. lhey were not ryhat would normally be called ttre
fr"ont line fighting elements, but during tJ:e forthconing battle ttreyr together with
ttre other 28r0O0 troops on the Island, fought with &istinction.

0n1y about 200 of MNBDO(I) escaped fr',om Crete and these included a snalL party
Ied by Major Garrett RI. T.rris party consisted of five 0fficers and lJ{ ottrer ranks
of ritrich J6 were Royal Marines. the others were Australian and New Zealanders, a
few Nanal ratings and a small number of Special Serrrice troops.

Ttre party escaped. in an abandoned land.ing craft, one of tJ:e early tlpe
Mechanised Ianding Craft, an IXM(l). The craft was not in too bad a condition,
or so it appears, alttrough one of the propellors lras fouled by a steel wire hawser
and could not be used. Eventuall-y the engine for the ottrer engine r{ras started and
Major Garrett and his party set their course Southr+ards, Norttr Africa being their
destination.

About twenty miles from Crete is a tirry island caIled C,avdopula and this r*as
their first stopping place and here they nanaged to free the trroublesome wire from
the propellor. They set off South again and this time covered about eighty milss
before their craft ran out of fueI. Ttrey did in fact have a very small anount of
petrol left but not enough to run the engines. This meagre amount was, hor+ever,
used to good adnantage later on. To mai:rtain their progress they improvised sails
out of blankets using boot laces to secure them in pLace. Sailing such an unwieldy
craft with jury rigged sails hr&s no easy matter and the steering H'as most &ifficult.
To help keep on course, steering parties were organised by C/Sgt Co1wilI R{.
these consisted of men swi!iltring alongsid.e the craft pushing it in the required
direction.

Food and r'Eter supp15-es soon became short and rationing was introduced. The
distribution of rations- became the responsibility of anothei noyaf Marine, C/Sgt
I)ean. The rations consisted of one third of a pint of water, half a biscuit and
a cube of corned beef per man per day. Ifater was the nain pnoblem and this was
greatly helped by two nari-nes -in the parff irTrrorrising a distJ-l1ation plant using
th_e_ remaining fuel. By this they managed to successfully pr.oduce four and a half
gallons of water in two days.

0n the eighth day two of the party died, but on the norn:ing of the rrinth day
at 0130 the craft touched d.own on the beach near Sidi Barani. Here again the luck
and ini.tiative of the men came to the fore. Two of the Maoris rrith the New
Zealanders discovered r+ater near the place they had beached. Sgt Bor+es M ttren made
a night recce over five miles of, sandy desert to get he1p.

At this same period of time another party of sixty men, again led by a Royal
Marine Officer and also in another landing craft wene naking their uay to North
Africa and they as weIL ended up near Sidj- Barani. The name of this Officer is
not lmohrrr.

Out of the 21200 that went to Crete from the MNBDO, only 20O got away, the
nenainder either being killed or taken prisoner. The renainder of the organisation
numbering some ir800 were sent to many different places in smaller groups to do
vqlying lqsks in the way of improving Base defences in the In*ian Ocean, such as
Addu Atol1 in ttre Maldive Islands. Others went to Bonbay, Ceylon, the Seychelle
Is1ands, Diego Garcia and other out of the way places in- the IndiLn Ocean.

When Burrna was threatened a party lras sent to patrol the gulf-of Mataban,
these being the part of MNBDO(I) utro had been based" in the Rddu .q,toll area anf, the
operation was niclaramed ttShort Cuttt. Their ord.ers whilst in the Mataban area wereto prevent the Japanese from landing behild our lines. Their amival on the
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lltlr Febnrary L${2 was, in fact, too late for them to carrry out-their ta'sk' The

io6--o-rii"""s" rrrd ottrer ranks *ur" 
-i["r"iJ"" 

ordered to fori a Floti-I[a for other
duties.

Itrese menbers of MNBDO, conmanded by Major D Johnson w"ittr Captait' l$iq"L
as ltis second in-comnanil, w'ere to become"loroin as fiForce Vipertr. -xhey tra-ined on

a ttrirty foot crai;;;;'d *re efguiq _"tUS, f,,ieut. Pennan oI ttre Burta R!{VR ritto

kJ"tt*'i*":;"kru'r;r*:rlrr-**t"h"#;#jiil'-l,iii;ffi tfr "r:ilffiTffi 3
weapons. ls a seii-"ottt :o"a un:it, this Forcg gd ilany n'ariea.tasks operatilq
under the l{h:ite Ensign. They were'"o ,o"""ssful in making their presence felt,
that ttre Japanese naiio broa-dcast threats ttnt if any qf t}e Uarines were caparred
tfr"i *""ft -tu *iri"a .nA cut up into little pieces.- ftrey continued to operate

most sr.rccessfully until l4th May L942 v*ren thl Force started to w'ittrdraw to India'
It burtrt its boats and went over.Land in two parties. One 1nr'ty, under Cln.tain
Alexander arrived i:r Calcutt n" *r" zj*, ury and ttre othei und-er Major Johnston
on ttre 26tLr !tay.

Out of the original 106, on1y 48 remained'

Another part of the MNBDO(I), now the 11t| Br. R{, rrag 11s9 active at tttis
tine by raitting t}e Creat".r, "o""t "t 

f,rpttot esi on the 15th ApriJ-. They followed

"p 11r* raid wlttr a raid on ttre coast "t-fotnt on ttre l{th september but urfortun-
ately ttris was unsuccessful.

In the l-ater part of L9&t MNBDO(11) was fomed under l'[ajor Gener:al la'nbert
ancl in Ianuary 1943 it r+as sent to fill thg g_.p-Igf! byuNBDO(1), MttgDo(u) were
iii*0il.j*jt'iffi'frHi6[EyilLt*S"r"""o-i"a irso- oiE ioministiative duties with the

8th Army.

To meet ttre large requirements for Ianding Craft creus and Iandi:rg Craft gun

crews, two MNBDo, *ui" redalled and bnoken up ln the Autumn of 1!{!. Part beca'me

ttre Sih R{ AA nrigiAe, anottrer portion-app9a-recl as an Armoured Support.Gnoup'
S"""i [&I ComanAG ;;i." iormedr'five of -r.,[rich were used on D Day. their parts
became Lan&lng Craft crews.

craft were mann"t*# ilti M;iin;"; i ittg" -pr-oportion 
c6mirrg frtn ttre oliginaL

MNBDos. After tto"-L"AL"es large-i',rnturs"ot th'e crewq. yege^ieg1-ry*^t" figll^-
rJf,H:' ",t' ffiy H#-;il4;rppqE- ;d i;;ehi- as- t4" I 1 9e= Id-?l!"v-Pll ; *131t,:Iashore and utey were re-egurppgo alrr

Bde, the !l7th, vras also fomg,tl bgtfii::'L:"irir[i Hi'"iJo"]I^iiEi-u"{-they_-wir9 4oi ready in ti-me,- ttrougtr part of
Ii-i'u"i-*tno"g[ io take over ttre surrender of Gertan por"ts.

The MNBD0(l) ttrough now gone, Plved a- wly for much of the Colpl as it^is
r*o*r-toOril ,iU!"" is:Urarfr sI-rrif" task done today r+trich ttre Defence organ-
isation tid not do at some time or other in its time'

On the 6ttr.Iune 1944, 10rO0O narines went to Erope, lwo lhirds.of q".t*ee,On ttre 6ttt Jt
craft were manned

Sgt. W.G. EVITNS.



4

ROYAL }'URINES T]NIFOM{S ON CIGARETTE CANUS

Now that coupons have replaced illustrated cards in cigarette packets, the
sets of o1d cards-have now vi-rtually becone collectors itens. In fact some of
these card.s are of great interest including some quite rare pictures and prints.
Rofra1 },larines have been featured on a number of ttrese cards and t]re following
r"iicle received from Sgt G A Henderson describes some of the carels which have
been pnoduced over ttre years.

Gr.ouped together and placed in a picture fra,me ttrese cards make an attractive
display. 'the d6tail is go-od coosiderGg ttre size of t}re cards. All but one have

a short note on the history of ttre Corpi or uniform details printed on ttre reverse
side.

The following cigarette rnanufacturers produced sets of cards which included
Royal Marines.

Plavers.

-

Prodgced two sets, each of fifty cards, entitled ttRegi-men@I Uniformsrr,
nlmbers 1 to 50 and 51 to 1O0. Set two, shows Royal Marines Unifoms on

cards 67 to 71 inclusive. The set ras issued in 1914.

Card 67 (fie.t). A painting of alarine in a Buff coat and.-red leggings
as uorn wtren the first Regiilent of }[arines was raised il 1664.

CarO 68 (fie.fl). A Marine in the uniform of Ll{Z wearing a Grenadler

@ttr ye1low facing and buttoned leggings.

Card 69 (Fie.111). A Rof'a] Marine in the uniform as worn at the battLe
@ figurl is shown firing tr:ls fi.rearm from the shoulder.

Cand fl tElg.lfl. A Sergeant of Roya1 Marines in ttre un:ifqm of 1837

(fu1l d:ress ) .

Card 71 (fie.V). An Officer of tLre Royal Marines tight Infantry in the
fulJ. dress of 1P1{.

C,a1lasher. '

-

prcdgced a set of uniforu cards entitledttTstpes of the British Amflt.
One card dqlicts the Royal Marines, Card No. 30.

card No. 30 (rie. v1). A splendid painting 9f a Dnrm Majorr^Fp1 YlIa"""
ffierj-od is giverr but r believe it to be 1880 to 1900.

Ttds is a very rare card and itlfficult to obtain.

Carreras.
produced a set of cards j:rL 1937 entitled ttHistory of Narra1 Uniformsrr.

Four cards are devoted to Roya1 Marines.

@. A lIari-ne of 1664, sinilar to the one dqlicted in the
Playerts set but the figure is in a different pose.

Card 48 (Fis. VUl). A Marine of 1775 in tJle act of ttrr^ow'ing a grenade.
ffin piclere and. shows the urriform worn by the Corps
l*ren it l'ras put on a pernlanent footing.
Card 49 (fie. 1X). Royal llarine in ttre unifort of 1803. Simtlar to the
card in the Playerts set.

Caril 5O (fie. X). An Officer of the Royal Marines Lieht Infantry of the
@ere is a description of the RIIJ badge on the reverse of
the card.

As rrill be seen from ttre above ]-ist the Royal Mari.nes were a very popular
subject and. to the best of ny knowledge no other Regiment or Corps has featured as

often on cigarette card"s. A11 the above illustrations are i.n colour.
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I wiIL be pleased to hear fnom any member wtro is interested in collecting
cards or who nay rrisfr to purchase ttre cards I have described. l'Iy address is:-

Sgt. G.A. Henderson
24 Letlte Grove
Berechurth HaI1 Road
Colchester, Esse:r.

G.A. HB{DER,SON.

The Corps Histori.an has sent the following list of cigarette cards r+hich are
held in the Corps lluseum. Ttrese are in addition to the ones mentioned in Sgt"
Itrendersonts article.

Firm

1. Senior Senrice

2. Chunchuan

7. Ardath

8. wirls

3. Peter Iackson

set tft;u

The Nar4y 
"The Navy at Work M
46

48

Life in the Narry 11

4. Park Drive Callagher The Nar4Y

19

5. C'odfrev PhilLLps Soldiers of the q6r

King r\r

Interesting Customs 4
& Tra*itions of the LzA:tyr Narry & Air
Force 17

1g

9

Life in ttre Seryices I
tife in ttre Royal 5
Narr

6

7

TitIe
ttTelling the Marinesll
ttr&ls at $tt 5*r.n
ttMusician Royal I'darines.rr
tt9 /Sgt, Rof'a1 Marines. tr

ttsponging out the Cims.rr- (nlack and l{trite)
ttsponging out the Guns.tr

(in colour)
Itsounding an Order.ll

ttRoyal Marines.rl

ttTtre Sh:ipls SsIL.tt '/-
ttlssue of Daily Grog.rl
ttTtre Royal llarines.rr
tlMuffled Dnrms at a F\rneral.rr
tf saluting ttre Quanter Deckrr.

tlRecrtriting. rt

Itl,larines Signalling with
Searchlight. rr

ttHoisting the Ensign.rl
ttl,Iarine Guard of llonour. ll

33

6. Ia.nbert & Butler

furf

u{ ZA- . *t1 3. ^/-*24
c</:tr

,C7 q /f-' A,*d" .

n sv..{,a*..
tu V-;,, t* ef'fJ'Y



H{GIJSH HARBOUR - ANTIC,{IA

rrWhat a brilliant prospect for every Iad. of spirit r+tro is inclined to try
his fortune in that renowned. Corps tLre ROYAL },[AR[NES . . . . " r+ho wittr far
superior advantages has ttre added benefit of liberal pay and plenty of ttre best
provisions rrith the good ship under kim, the pride and gIory of 01d England.
0n arri-nal at ttre Head.quarters you wiIL be comfortably and genteely clothed and
receive a bounty of Sixteen Guineas.

The daily allowance for the Marine wtren embarked is One pound of beef or pork,
one pound of bread, flour, raisins, butter and cheese etc., and a pint of ttre best
wine, or half a pi-nt of the best rum or brandy. Ttrey }ilerrise have in vi,arm countries
a plentiful allourance of the choicest fmit . ".. &rd wtrat can be more handsome ttran
the Royal Marines pnoportion of PRIE MONEY!

The single young $en on his retur:r to port firrds himself enabled to cut a
dash on shore with his girl and his glass that night be enrried by a noblenan.

Take courage then, seize ttre fortune ttrat arrraits you and repair to the Roya1
Mari-ne Rendezvous r+trere in a flor+ing bowl of Pturch you shall drink ttlsng live ttre
Kingr and success to his Royal Marinesrr.

Apply to Sergeant F\rlcher at the IEIGIIT BELI.S t (Pl1mouth) where ttre bringer
of recmits will receive Three Guineas.lr

Before tlrere is a general enodus of potential recnr:its to the l{est Country
let me hastily point out that you will be about 160 years too late, for this was
a caIL to ams at ttre time of the war with America in the reign of George ttre Ttrird.
Even condensed as it is fnom tJ:e original, wtro could fai1- to be attracted. by such
enthralling promises (certainly it makes itre recnritlng posters of today orceedingly
duIL by comparison) and surely the Eight Bel-ls Tavern was packed to overflor,ringl

I nas reminded of this recently wtren touring another of ttre old Ifest fndies
bases"at Antigua (you nay recaII my previous coverage of Port Roya1, Ja,uaica in
June last year) and formed a simifar comparison between these tropical island
paradises and the someuhat dubious pleasures of Aden, Bahrain, Kulrrait and the
Falkland Islands (Singapore erccludea) tnat have been the unhappy Iot of Royal
Marines in recent times. Certainly at face rralue it would appear that ttre Royal
Marines wtro were recnrited at the Eight BeILs, and subsequently found ttremselves
based on the l{est In&ies station for ttre roar against America, had a swinging time
couqlared to ttreir modern counterparts.

But we now know of course that d.espite Sergeant Ftrlcherts glowing pnonises,
cond:itions on board. ship at that period were fouJ- to say the least. So it was too,
with the current tourist havens of the Caribbean and NeLsonrs Dockyard at English
Harbour, Antigua, is no ercception.

Although referred to now as Nelsonts Dockyard, he actually spent onJ.y tlrree
years based on English Hanbour, and Arlmi rals Hood and Rodney could equally put a
claim to it. It is one of the most ideal natural land-locked harbours il ttre
worId, and. one of the most picturesque; but because of the relative suallness of
its anchorage area, and the narnow entrance, plus lack of tides, it d.eveloped into
a remarkable resemblance to a cess-pit uhen up to ten men-of-war at a ti.me finished
ditching all their gash overboardl Diseases were na,arralay in abundance and a
report to &rrgland in 1735 mentj-ons the nnmbers of garrison tnoops r+ho, on guard at
the doclqyard, became victims of a malady wtrich went under ttre delightful na^me of
tBlack Vonitl and proved fatal within three to four hours after the first attack.
Ttris sane report expresses the distress of the sentries under these conditions on
a dally allowance of ninepence - r+hen it cost si.:rpence a pi-nt for rrrm! Apart fron
dysentry, malaria and yellow fever also took their tolJ-, and with ttre added pnoblems
of hurricanes and earthquakes, (ttre worst one in 1843 d.estroyed most of ttre forts)
the tr"oops possibly had some cause to regret their posting, wtrich needless to say,
was for the majority tunacconpaniedt and rattrer longer than eighteen monttrs!



Nelson, r+ho some years earlier had been nursed back to healttr by an old
Janaican woman Couba Cornwallis after a severe attack of malaria in Port RoJral,
and very nearly bnouglrt about a premature death, probably had his share of
tAntigua Dogl and. the like, but it was for personal reasons ttrat he came to hate
the place. Arriving there in July of t784 on board IIMS Boreas as senior Captain
of the Leeward Islands Squadron (aged twentysi:r), h" had his first bnrsh w"ittr
Sir Richard Hughes, the civilian C6mmissiener of ttre Doclcyard, over conmand. of the
harbour. He won his case through Adrniralty support. Next he upset the Military
Governor, Colonel Sir Itronas Shirley, r*ho had been nesponsible for the gnowth of
rnost of the fortresses, and finally Iost favour w-ittr the local populace by enforcing
a ban on aIL trading rnith American ships - a ban wtrich Shirley had allowed to relax.
This hit the 1ocal economy badly but although an attempt was made to sue Captain
Nelson for ttre traderst losses, ttre Adm'iralty once again stood by him.

Hswever it is not surprising that a year later he wrote to the w'idow, l,[rs Nisbet,
r+hom he had just met on an t extenderl weekendr to the nearby island of Neris,
corplairring of enceeding lonel-iness in Antigual This nood was to pass in December
of the ner(t year (1786) with the arrinal of an old shipnate and friend, ttre twenty-
two year old Duke of Clarence (later King WiILian the Fourth) in conrmand of tlllS
Pegasus, and wtren Horatio Nelson dashed. across to Nevis again on Sunday the 1lth
March 1787, to marry Mrs Nisbet, Prince Willian insisted on being Best Man.

I'larriage didntt bring an end to his pr"oblems at Erglish Harbour however, for
onJ-y two monttrs later Nelson upset no less a person ttran ttre King trimself r+hen
presiding at a Court Martial on board his shj-p on the 9th April. Able. Seanan
I{iILiam Clark of tll{S Rattler had been sent ashore in June of the previous year to
collect one repaired shiprs boat fnom the yard and was next seen in a dnmken
stupor in a gutter of St Johns, the capital, at tJle opposite end of ttre island.
The sentence of death for desertion was reprieved at the last minute by Nelson at
the personal request of Prince I{iILiam, but not only did he pardon t}re man, but
alJ-owed his discharge from ttre Navy. As a result of this, a rather pai.ned letter
arrived fnom the Adni ralty infoming Nelson that he had irrdulged in a privilege
onJ.y enjoyed by Their Iordships and His llajesty.

It was probably with the profound relief of all concerned that HMS Boreas
set sail for England in ttre miditJ-e of ttre y@r.r a vo)rage that took two months.
When Admiral Nelson returned. to Antigua eight years later to disembark 2r0O0
troops before pursuing the French fleet to Trafalgar, he &id not even step ashore.

Antigua was discovered by Colunbus in 1493. It was taken over by tbe British
in lqz and apart from French occupation for only one year in 1666, remained so
ever since. Antiguats earliest natives, ttre peaceful Aruwaks, were driven out,
or devoured, by ttre caruribalistic Carib tribes wtro swept up the chain of Islands
from South America. If we are to believe local legend, the real gourmets amongst
the nomad.ic tribes found Frenchmen the most succulent, English the second best,
the Dutch apparently lacking in flavour and the Spanish were totally indigestible!
So it seems that ttre earliest Marines on ttre Island had more ttran just plague to
worry aboutt Despite their shortconings however, the Caribs wiJ-l alvrays be noted
in ttre annals of the Nanal history as ttre original inventors of the Hammock wttich
ttre Jacks and Royals of that period were quick to adapt for use on board ship fron
the model drich was slung between trees.

Used by ships as early as 1670 this perfectl-y concealed harbour was first
lmowr: as St Helena wtren the begirurings of a dockyard were started in 1J2$, but
rvhen, a few years Iater, the new site was chosen on the opposite b*, it beca,me
English Harbour. As the doclqrard grew in size and irportance so it became necessary
to increase ttre garrison to defend it and the ne:ct fifty years saw forts springing
up like mushr^ooms atop of errery hill surround.ing the area. Comencing with the
Suffolk Regiment (12th) and Royal Iruriskilling F\rsiliers (27th) irr U01 ttre garrison
was heId in succession by numerous Reginents of Foot, but never by the Duke of
Albanyts, for which, no doubt, the Sea Soldiers r+ere eternally grateful. To this
day the Suffolk Regiment wear a piece of sack cloth behind their cap badge as a
grim reminder of the 6O years their Regiment virtually notted away in Antigua and
their unifonns were patched up with sack cloth.

If you have visited the beautifully sited but terribly remote forts such as
Monks, Shirley Heights, Blocldcouse Hill and Brimstone HiIL etc., you wiIL realise



that ttre llarines who came ashore into barracks in ttre dockyard whilst their ships
underwent long refits, were in comparatj-ve civilisation with ttre rriltrage just
outside the main gate. Unlike Jolly Jack, of whom a vast percentage were pressed
men, seldom paid or allowed shore leave, the all volunteer Royals enjoyed both
privileges ,nd could therefore sample aIL the hone comforts that Iocal cirrilians
Iavish on gallant fighting lads at a price!

It seems most probable that the Marines, apart fnom ttre usual doclcyard sentry
duties, also manneil the nearby Fort Berkeley built on a narr:ow strip at ttre- ha_rbour
entrante which is barely ten minutes walking distance away. (I, perhaps, should
have said narch time, tut at the slow pace they drilled at in ttrose days it would
take twice as long) naOges of George tJle Ttrird period Marines have, in fact, been
found in the vicinity of the fort.

Also included in thej-r duties would be the provision of ord.erlies and guards
for Clarence House, a residence built on the ottrer side of ttre harbour for Prince
Willia^m, as well as the Admiralrs house ln the Dockyard.. The one wtrich guid.es now

teII tourists was that in which Nelson dwelt r+as not built, in fact, until fifty
years after his deattr, but the house he ilid have is now thought to have been on
a site by the Officersr Quarters.

This was a turbulent period of the Napoleonic Wars, and these islands of t}Ie
Caribbean were constantly under threat from ttre French, Spanish and Dutch shlps.
Then there was the Ameritan War of Independence in 1755 and another war with them

in 1812, so in aIJ-, Royal lIarines were not exactly idl-e.

Ttreir main advantage over ttreir land-based cousins was that being accustomed
to unhealthy conditions on board ship and the salted pnovisions, they were a
hardier breed than the garrison tnoops and were therefore more able to rrrittrstand
the rigours of the diseise-ridd.en poit. Proof of this is borne out by the fact
that whilst soldiers were dying like fIies, there was not one deattr by sickness
on board Nelsonrs ship in the three years she was at English Harbour.

llarines were involved in another contnoversy oYer comnand of the d.ockyard
in January 1798 when the question of seniority r,ras fought between Iord Cametrford
(ru! favourite) and Lieutenant Peterson (mtS perdrix). Although jurrior in_ lank
io the Iod, and formerly his lst Lieutenant i:r ttre Favourite, Peterson held a

regular comiission, nlnerlas his opponent was onJ-y terporary (tt.O.). Since the
ariival of both ships in harbour each Captain issued orders to wtrich neittrer
obeyed. Ilatters finally came to a head wtren both officer:s rrished to attend a
naII and gave instructions for the other to remain on dnty. I{hen Lt Peterson
refused, i party of Marines was sent over by Iord Camelford to place him under
arrest.' Wtrt the outcome would have been if the Captain of the Perdrix had called
upon his own Marines to defend him mrst be left to speculation, because the
situ"tion r+as forestalled by the arrival on tlre scene of lord Camelford hi-mself,
and being a man of a few words, he drew his pistol and shot the unfortunate
Lieutenant dead!

At the subsequent Court Martial, Iord Camelfordts seniority was established
by the Adnriralty and the deceased was found to have died as a result of an act of
*,rtirry. Sometine later, however, he was back in Court again accused of having
Mr Kitto, the Dockyard Superlntendent, flogged for refusing to garry out m"inor_
i:epaj-rs to his ship, for r+hich he had to pay 951000 for his guilt. Iord Camelfordrs
tempestuous careef Lnded. abmptly in Iondon during a dual rrith a certain Captain
BestI

Not far outside ttre dockyard gate lies the mins of the Nanal- Hospital,
formerly Stanleyts Taverns, and frnom there it was but a short drive for the
unlucky ones to the graveyard at the Naval and Military Church at St Pauls,
falmouth. The graveyard is now a complete shambles due to earthquakes _and
hurricanes, and the Church itself is the haunt of bats - not restricted in the
belfry!

In the mid-nineteenth century, Britain apparently hras going throug[r an early
balance of palments problem and Defence costs, so in 1855 the garrison moved out
to Barbados to joj,n the Savannah Garrison there, learing just a handful of Royal
Artillery and the 67th Regt. of Foot to soldier on.
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The coming of steam ships nade navigation thnough the narrow winding entrance
of English Harbour difficult, ttrerefore in 1899 it nas abandoned. Disuse, tropical
decay-and the odd hurricane all helped to destroy ttre buildings _until in 1950 a

Socilty uas forsed to raise funds to restore tlre entire dock5'ard - tJroug! the
forts continue to disintegrate. WitJr the practical help from some ships visiting
Antigua, tJrey have nor* al-most managed to complete ttre scene, some of the stonework
beinE bisuglri by sea from the West Cowrtry in Ergland just as it was for the
original cons tnrction.

In varXring stages of decay there are over twenty forts arcund Antigua, the
majority at elElish Harbour area, a forlom reninder of the great historic era,
tui periraps to the visiting twentiettr cenfirry Roya1 [arine ttrere is only one of
importanci now, and that is ttre one on Rat Is1and in ttre harboun of St Johns ....
it has been converted into a nrn *lstillery!

A J PERRETT

UUSIC FOR TOASTS

A dinner was given by the Officers of the Portsmouth Division R{ and R'tA

to celebmte the presentaiion of Colours in L827. As was customary in those days

there were nany toasts and these were aIL acconpanied by appropriate nusic on
tbe band.

To ttre toast of ttHB[I t]re l]uke of Clarence, our i-Llustrious benefactodr
was played. rRule Brittanniar and tlre tBnrnsrrick }larcht for ttre toast of the
nnoyil itrifyt. rBritons Strike llomer r+as played for t]re toast of the rrArmy and
Navytr and rH-eart of Oakt on proposing the tt?ort Adrniral and the Fleet under
his Comoandll .

(E:rtract fron the Glote & Ia.ure1 1908)



shortly after joining t}_e Royal Irtl*9:.Histori'ca1 Societyl cap@in Heruresay

asked, as I nas "f"irOy 
a nember of *ru tiilitary Heraldry Society, if I wo,ld act

as a liaison between the two Societies. ltris I agreed.tir ryO-eyake and a notice

to ttris effect was placed in the-iiiiirry-n"rrro# society b'I1etin ttForuation

Sigltt.
captain Hennesay als-o sug$ested ttrat an article on signs and titles norn by

Roya1 !4arines *ofe Le of greii i"i"""tt for tlre Newslettei' and I ttrerefore

;;drr";d *fr" f"if"*d *t;mation for ttre interest of our members'
t 

*" majority of the signs and titles sketched and described are from uy own

collection. To avoid incorrect 
-itfo*.tion 

Ueing-git'"", I requested Major Dona1d'

ttre corps Historian, to check ry rougtr fu"{l| 1."i I am nost grateful to him for
his assistance and, wtrere necessa;;A;;Oaitiot,af infor:mation he supplied'

Some members nay be aware of other signs and titles uorn by Royal Marines

formationr, **,i"f, ."L oot mentioiea i3 *tiI article' If so' both Major Donald

and nyself wilI;e ,o"i-gt t"fot to learn of any additional insisilia which may

have been wor:r officiarry o. .-oriici-a1ry. Arry 
";;;spondence 

,I* u" aclcrowredged'

Tit1e. Silk enbroidered' Red letters
cAsi;;. rssued for wear on B/D'

Tit1e. Embroidered on felt' Red letters on D' Blue' hrrrhased

orinately - not worn officially' (the Corps Museun possesses' a

#ffi;*itii-ir"" letters on ited - oooutriss a makerts error)'

Tit1e. Enbnoidered on fe1t. Red on D. Blue. ISsued for wear on g/D'

ccM}{ANDo.Si]'kembroidered.RedlettersonBlue.}ladeby
Issued for wear ;i7D ;"d wor:r, ritren applicable, below

I Title.
lDt Ctto. Red dagger on I). Blue segment' hbroidered on felt'

on BIue. l'lanufactured bY
Figure 1.

o
tLo

3.

4. Tit1e.
CASH| s.
Figure
sign'5.

6. Numera1s. F01 Cdo. Silk embnoidered'
;"*r-ttor" Royal Marines Title (rig'

Red on Blue. Made bY CASH|S'

1). Sirnilar designs for 41r4il47'

7.

8.

9.

12.

10.

11.

Ntrmeral. No 46. Embroidered on felt arc' Red on Blue' SimiLar

design for No. 45.

Sign. Conbined 0perations' Printed' Red on Blue'

Sigrr.Conbinedoperations.fubroidered'onfelt.RedonBlue'
NB. The shape of figures 8 and- p naried from circular to square

with r^oundett top ba"[i*""d' Ihe signs were-worn in pairs - - ]

(wittr Sr,rG facin; tffi;t-"" s7D-."0] in l{or1d War rI, on No 1 dress'

Sigr. Roya1 Marine Division (later 116 Independent Infantry Brigade)'

Yellow trident on Red segnent'

sigr. permanent staff 104 R{ Training-lrigai\ (later Royal }'[arine

Training Gr^oups 
-f[riltl -i-t-ou"o"). yEttoilseatrorse embroid"ered' on

Blue circle on Red segment'
The sign w"" r.rro*r, rrilfrin the Corps as rThe Pregnant Prawnr'

sign. 1U Rr Infantry Brigade. Yellow fouled anchor on Red circle'
on Yellow star on fhaki sqtrare' (1*o 1"t3ions - one embrroidered'

;;"-;;il1"1) .- N;i ;;;iliry. ir"o"d and ttren only after YE Ibv. rn
general use as t-""f;i"f" m'rtittg, painted on mudguards'

Numeral. J1 Bn. (of 1U ft'{ rnf. Bde.). R9d {igures.*{ov91 o1 :*rL
l*laki square. wo*-o""t Royal r-l"i"u" title (rig' 1)' 0f si'urilar

design dhere was also J2 and 33'
Issued and worn-in itre-fei1 aiea (Germany) after VE Day.

13.



Figure 1{.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
Ll.

28.

15.

16.

17.

L8.

29.

30.

t2

!ig4. 34 Royal Marine Amphibious Support Regiment. tubreidered
Yellow fouled anchor, on Red segment wittr yelfow border on Blue shield..
sisn. Royal Marines Engi:reers. Printed. ltade by cAIJco co. Ltd.,
AOORINGTON, IANcs. Yellow grenade, Green rope fouled on Red anchor,
on Blue shield.
Sign. Mobile Nanal Base Defence Organ:isation. Polar bear embrroidered
on BIue, Ye11ow, GreenrRed and BIue diagonal striped circle.
Tttis sign may have been spurious or have been worn unofficially.
From conversation with former MNBD0 personnel, I am unable to confim
a sign ever having been worn. There has been some mention of a vehicle
marking of a similar design.
Arm of Senrice strip. 37 Signal Corpany, Royal Marines.
I{trite and BIue feIt, 2tr x tr.
Until recently f was under the impression that a white and blue strip
was only worn. in lforld lfar rr, by the Royal corps of signals (now the
Royal signals). Ttre strip as illustrated, rsas worn in lllf Eunope by
a former }larile Ln 37 sig. Coy. &{, ntro presented it to my collection.
Epauret - slip on. Orange braid. I{orn by Officers seconded to ttre
RI during Wor1d. Uar II, from the Union of South Africa Defence Force.
r,!,auIet - slip on. Title. Red letters on BIue. forn on tmpical
shi-rts.
Sign. Royal Marine Seige Regiment. Red grenade woven on ldraki.
Epaulet - slip on. Ibrk Blue (not navy) traid. I{orn by pnobationary
Cadets R{ at ttre &t Pre-OCTIJ, DeaI and Brornrdown.

Title. Red letters embnoidered on Blue arc and. bar. lhe lst pattern
title worn by the Royal Marine Forces Voltmteer Resernre in 1948.
Replaced later by figures 23 and,24.
Title. VR. Embroidered. Red letters on Blue. Made by CASHrs.
The 2nd pattern titre of E{FtrR and worn berow Roxal, uARrNEs titre(rie. 1).

Title. vR. Enbroidered on felt. Red letters on BIue. }Jorn beneath
R0YAL MARTNES COI{MANDO title (rig. 3) by arl ranks of ttre RiFIR riho
completed. the Basic Comando Cour"se.

Title. R. Embroidered on felt. Red letter on B1ue. RepJ.a,ced figures
2! and 2!, on ttre change of title of the F{F[R to R{R in 1966.

Titre. 44 &t cclo. hbnoidered on felt. Red on Blue (art in one piece).
Title. 46 m{ cdo. Mbnoidered on fert. Red on Brue (arl in one piece).
Titre. Royal Yacht. c'oId rrire letters and border surmounted by
St. Edr*ardts Crown, on BIue.
0f s'imilar design there is also Red on BIue and GoId on Green.
worn by the Band of the Portsuouth Division R{, Portsnouth Grcup &{
and Royal Marines Detachment in the Royal yacht. Ttre Tudor crcwn
tlpe rrras onJ-y issued in GoId on BIue and Red on BIue.
Red Diamond. Red. clothfelt.
Awarded to signify Recnrit Section Comanders at the Depot or during
fi"rl training at the rrcR.{. rn ttre days of larger squads usualry
the 6 best all-round recnrits were alrarded the Diamond. Nowadays,
with snaller squads, on]-X 3 or { are aryarded.

rtre Kingts Badge. (rnstituted in 1p18 by IM King George v). anarded.
to the best all-round recnrit in the senior recnrit squad (ringr" squad)
by selection by Kingts Ba@e Board.. I{orn at the point of t}re left
shoulder, on all dress (with the exception of shirt sleeve order and
working dress) throughout recipientrs entire career.
Issued in e,old on BIue, Red on B1ue, I(haki woven on Khaki, Kbaki on
K/D, Gold on Red (for rtess Kit) and GoId on Green.
The Royal Monogram (centre) is ah+ays G.V.R.
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Since publishing ttre notice in the Military lleraldry Society bulletin, I
have received several questions frcm tlreir members regarrt'ing R{ formations and
signs worn, some of which I have been unable to answer. f have listed. some of
then below in ttre hope that readers of t,Le Newsletter ilay be able to supply me

wittr ttre answers. Any answers forthcoruing w:i-11 be gratefully received. and I wiII
notify ttre original enquirers.

1. ttDid the Sea Reconnaissance Units (nN/ru) have a special sign or
badge?rr.

2. trDid ttre Conbined. Qlerations Pilotage Parties (COpp) have a special
ins5-gnia ottrer than the Conbined Operations Badge?rt.

3. trDid. ttre &.1 Boom Patnol Detachments wear a special insignia?rr.

4. ttflhat was ttre formation sign or badge (if any) of the following:
Advanced A Force.

No 1. Special Force.

l.{.0.4.
G. (n).
GSr. (Z).

Special Force 136.

No. $0 Comando.

No. $2 Comando.

SmaIL Raiiling Force (sometimes lmowr as 62 Cdo).

5. ttDid No. J0 Assault Unit R{ (SEAC) have a special insignia?tt.
6. ttDid 29 &1. R'{ have a special insigrria?tt.

7. ttDid the Ianding Craft Obstacle Clearance Units (fCOCU) have any
special insignia?rr.

8. trDid Iletachment l8g (specialist canoeists and sr+:imers) have any
special insignia?rr.

JOHN BAII,EY.
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CAPruNE OF UAHDIST FIAG AT TOT,REK

Ttrere are many interesting passages in ttre book ttlhe Batt1e of Tofrekrr by

fillian Galloway *6oot the noyilUarines and ttrey refer to lhey *isplay of
steadiness and good di""ipHnl, and ttre ecccellent quality of ttreir Officers'

An account is given of how one 0fficer, a Captain Thos. X'. Dunscomb Bridge
ntro was Ad.jutant of:tft" Royal Marine tight lnfantry Battalion, captured the
Uahdist 1.Gg in March 1885. The details are as fo1lows:

trAfter the repulse of a uain attack the Captainrs attention uas directed
to a Sheik rfro *." about fifty yards or so away wittr two men lying drown

beside him. He rvas waving a iGg and gesticu}a,ting in a'nain effort to
induce his followers to advance.

The officer nounted a horse, and caaled on sone tlarines to follow. Three

men responded. But ttre cry being raised that the enem1r were again
advanciig, two of them fefi Uact<J the th:tr$, a Private,Baylet, _kept- Yath
his gfficer who was riding forrrard, and with a weIL aimdd shot from his
revolver, ""ot ttr" 

lrat r6lting in ttre dust. He ttren asked the Marine
to hand irp *r" flagr and wtren [e nas satisfied that t]re man had got back

safely to ttre battliion linese he hinself returrred r+ith tJle fJ-ag. rr

The flag i-s shown in the sketch below. It measures about four foot, nln:
inches by thiee foot, nine inches, Ihe naterial is of unbleached cotto., F&
a red worsted. border anound three sides, 3tt in wid& and firu-ly sewn together
in short lengttrs. 0n the fourttr side, Lott, ttt" cotton and worsted borders are

folded over and sewn, closed at the top to form a long pocket for ttre pole to
be inserted.

The Arabic inscription nrns in three irregul.arly_ spaced lines, on ttre upper

half of ttre flag, the ietters being applrox. 4tt to $' hig[r formed by narlow-

fi"""" of red 
"6itoo 

cloth. fhe iiscription appears only on one sid,e and' t'he

following translation is given:-
ItThere is no God but the lord and Mohamed is his pnophet
llohamed al MabdY (ttre guiale)
Itre Iord bless and give hi.m peacerr'

A.E. BOUE[,L.

ffiE I.{AHDIST FTAG

,J.t-6'1-LJ tY ls."l lt
.rb\r$./\f 

'J{/
<{uul.rl< qJJ1VLIJJI



wsg.s48rAry-.0_00gJN
ffom a :gor+_btl.to MefeEr+ t.h Phl}Ug.q.-S

Captai:r Cook landed at the towa situated within the H"!{. poi.nt r*ith his
pinnace and l-aunch, leaving the small eutter sf,f the poi.nt to prevent the escape
of any canoes that eight be disposed to get off. At his lan&irrg, he ordered. ni-ne
Marines, r+ttich he had in the boats, and. rysetf on shore to attend him, and he
imediately uarched into the towne r&ere he enquired for Terretaboo and the tr+o
bofrs (his sons, who had Li-ved prinaipally uith Captain Cook on board ttre
Resolution silce Terreraboors first arrinal amongst us).

Mossengers were irnrne*iately dispatcbed., and tJre G+o boys soon oame, and
conducted us to tleir f,atherts house. After waiti4g sone tise on the outside,
Captain Cook doubted ttre otr-d gentleuan being there, and sent ne in that I migbt
inforu hin" I fotmd our o1d acquaintance just awoke fnom sleep; nhen, upon my
acquaiating him that Captain Cook yras at the door he very readily went yrith me to
him. Captain Cook, after some littl-E conversation, obsenred that Terretaboo r+as
quite innocent of what had happened, 'and proposed. to the o1d gentleman to go on
board w"ith hj-m, wtrich he readily agreed. to, and we accortingly pnoceeded towards
the boatse but hav"ing adnanced to the uater side, an elderly wonan, r*trose name
r+as Kartnalcubtra, one of his rives, came to hi-n, and with many tears and entreaties,
begged he would not go on board. At ttre same ti.me, two chiefs laid hold e1 him,
and insisting that he should not, made hin sit down: the old nan now appeared
dejected and frightened.

It rrras at this period rse first began to suspect tbat they were not very weIL
disposed tor+ands us, and tlie Marines being buddl-ed together in the niitst of an
imrlense mob, composed of at".lea.Ft two or ttrree ttrousand peopS-e, I proposed to
Captain Cook that they nig[t'be arranged in order aLong t]re nocks by ttre uater side,
wtrich he appnoving ofr ttre crowd readily nade r+ay for them, and ttrey were drawn
accordingly. We now clearly saw ttrat they were collectirg their spears etc. :
but an awful r:ascaI of a priest was singiag and naking a cerenonious offerilg to
the Captain and Terretaboo, to divert their attention fnom the nanoeuvres of
the surrcun&ing multitude.

Captain Cook now gaye up aIL ttrouglrts of taking Terre laboo on board, with
ttre fsllowing obserrrations to Ee .... rrl{€ can never think of coupelling him to
go on board w"ithout killirrg a number of these peoplett . . . o, and i believe r,ras
just going to give orders to embark, when he was internrpted by a fellow armed
rith a J-ong ir"on spike, r*hich ttrey call a pahrhootah, and a stone. Ttris na"n
made a flourish with his pahthootah, and threatened to ttrrow his stone, upon
vttich Captain Cook discharged a Load of sraIl shot at him; br.rt he having his mat
on ttre snaII shot did. not penetrate it, and had no effect ttran to further pnovoke
and encourage trhem. I could not obserrre the least fright it occasi-oned.

Immediately upon this, an aree, arred ry"ith a pahthootah, attempted to stab me,
but I foiled his attempt by giuing hi-n a severe blow nith the butt end of my
musket. Just at this time they began to ttrnow stones, and one of the Marines was
lsmcked down. The Captain then fired a ball and killed a uaa. Ihey now nade a
general attack, and the Captain gave orders to the Marines to fire, and aftenrards
called out - trTake to ttre boatstt. I fired just after ttre Captain, and loaded
again whilst t,he Marines fired. Almost immediately upon ry repeating the orders
to take to the boats, I lrns lorocked down by a stone, and in rising r"eceived a
stab w'ith a pahthootah in the shoulder: my antagon:lst r*as on the point of
second:ing his blow, wtren I shot him dead" The business was now a nost niserable
scene of confusion. The shouts and yeIls of the Indians far orceeded aIL the
noise I ever came in ttre r'ray of. Ttrese fellows, instead of retiring upon being
flred at, as Captain Cook and I believe most people concluded they uould, acted
very contrary a partr that'they never gave tJre soldiers time to reload their
pieces, but imtediately br.oke in upon and would have killed every man of then,
had not the boats by a smart fire kept them a Iittle off, and picked up those r*tro
were not too much wounded to reach theu. After being knocked doun I saw no mne
of Captain Cook.



AIL my people I obseryed were totally nanquished, and endeavouring to save
their lives by getting into the boats. I therefore scrambled as weIL as I could
into ttre uater, and made for ttre pinnace, rfiich I forhrnately got hold of, but
not before I received anottrer blow from a.stone just above the teqlle, ubich,
had not the pinnace been very near, would have sent me to ti.e bottom.

(According to Captain C1erke nN, Lt Phil]ips bad not been many m:irmtes in
the boat r,rhen he saw one of his Uarines, rritro ryas a bad. srrimer and now disabled
by wounds just upon ttre point of sinking. He inrmediately jumped overboard again,
caught ttre man by his hair and. brought hin to ttre boat. )

A.C. GREM{.

EITRACIS FRO,{ fiIE ISYDNEY GAZEf,lEI

(uitcneff utrarr. s"anev)

Sat. 26th Uanch 1803

tt 0rders dated Aug. 20th 1789 to ttre effect .. . .. ... o. ... ..............
lst Detachnent of Marines will be allowed to settle or rettrrrr to Ergland. They
will be given 100 acres (ttCOs) or g0 acres (Prinates)over and above ttre entitlement
per released convict, free of aIL rent and taxes for a period of ten y@rs. After
which tine they wiIL be liable to an arunral tquit rentt of one shilling per every
$0 acres.tl

(Itris is a condensed €rctract fr.om t]re original, ttrere being a long list of
qtralifS-cations etc. ..... normal faru size per male convict was J0 acres, but an
additional 20 if married and. a furttrer 10 per each child. )

The article concludes rtith the following notice:-
trTtre TAP-T0O to be beat off at 8 orclock until further orders.n

Sat. 30th .Tan. 1813.

rrlhe Iords Corrmissioners of ttre Adniralty in ordering home ttre detachments
of R.Ms doing duty at the Dervent for some y@rs, having granted pemission to
such of them as were so inclined to remai-n in the country and become settlers,
and 28 of them having anailed themselves of this option, HE the Governor and
C in C directs ttrat ttrey shall be disband.ed at Hobart T6run on the 6t,L March neort
and stnrck off all mi1i12ry duties fnom tlrat date, receiving one nonthts pay in
adrirance in considering their long and faittrful senrice and hig[l.y meritorious
conduct for nj-ne years past in th:ls country.

As soon as the llarines are disbanded, and having received pay, they are to
be pemitted to go and reside on fams located for them at ttre Den*ent, and then
to receive fnom Governnent the same indulgencies as were formerly granted to the
men of tttis &istinguished Corps wtro were permltted to become settlers in Governor
Phillips Government . . . . .

(sisned) H.c. ANTILL. Major of Brigade. tt

A.C. GREEiI.


