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BACKGHOUND: Virgiaie Yrewett, 32 Gramercy Park, S., New York 3, NY

Present: Special inter-Americen effairs articles, Jeshington Deaily
News, Rocky liountein News and 41 U.S. pepers. HNow completing Latin
American assignment for the Reoder's Digest.

Organizing Committee, Oversess Press Club Hemisphere's Eleveath
Hour forum, 1962. Vice-Cheirman, Inter-imerican Affairs, OPC, 1962,

A8 a corresponcent in Latin Aunerica for the Chicago Sun Syndicate
in the 1940's, Virginia Prevett wes syandiceted in over 100 papers
worlé-wide. brough the 1950's, she contributed to the Washington
Post, New York .Herald-Tribune end major magazines. ns Chairmon,
Inter—suericen Affeirs Committee, 0PC, 1953-1984; ixecutive Vice-
Chairwan, OPC Conference on iews Xnowledge end Freedom in the Lmer-
kcas, 1935,

She has clso fermed in Brezil's backlends, ead knows first-hand
the sociel and cconomic lives of Latin Americe's peoples. During
o yeer as senior U.S. officer for the UN Internctionel Refugee Or-
ganizetion in Latin americe, she investigoted many countries for
resettlement of refugees end took purt in diplomatic negotistions
with Latin Aiericen governuaents.

Three authoritative books of hers on Latin fmerice are used in U.S.
colleges: heporteoge on lLiexico (1941), The Americes end Tomorrow
(1944) end Beyond the Great Forest (1953). She has written for The
Scturcdey Lvening Post, astlentic lionthly, American Liercury (old),
Foreign affeirs Cuorterliy, Town & Country, The fmericas, [iiddle Amer-
ica, Inter-iwmericen lioathly, UM World. HNow completing o four-erticle
aepignment for the Rencder's Digest.

Dr. Sduerdo Sentos, Publisher, El Tiempo, Bogote:
"You know the problems, you imow the peoples, and you know the
procticel pathways to cooperation end friendship. Your news-
prper work can be of greatest service."

Dr. Alberto Geinza Paz, Publisher, La Prensa, Bucnos Aires:
"I awm very heppny to hear that you have storted the column you
tald e ebout. ...You know the countries, the people and your
mind is frece., 1 would like to congrotulote the U.S. publishers
who use it."

Cerlos Lncerda, Governor Guencbore Strte, Brazil, ecnd Fditor,

Tribuna de Impreanse, Rio de Jnneiro, Brezil:

"Some Goy your own people will recognize the tremendous services
thet your iuformed and conscientious columns do."
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CHARLES A. GAULD, reviewing
Rio, July 1953
“"BEYOND THE GREAT FO-
REST" (N. Y., Dutton, 1953) is the
moving, intimate story of American
newspaperwoman Virginia Prewett's
attempt to find tranquility by cpen-
ing a farm on the forested frontier in
Goiaz. She sought a refuge from the
atomic age after years of disillusion-
ment in Buenos Aires with American
diplomatic appeasement of Peron’s
mounting repression of all freedoms.
Virginia Prewett has been covering
Latin America since 1941 for Amer-
ican newspapers. This is her third
bcok. It is dedicated to her fellow
postwar journalist in Buenos Aires,
Willlam Mizelle, now her husband.
Their love story is beautifully told.
After Virginia, Bill and I had co-
vered the Quitandinha conference oi
hemisphere defense in August 1947.
Virginia bought land in Goiaz and I
on the superbly scenic coast halfway
to Santos. This is the account of her
struggle until 1950 to develop a farm.
Gceiaz's magnificent upland scene-
ry at first exerted a mysterious in-
fluence on Miss Prewett. She was
fascinated and then frightened by
the bluish-lavender mountain ranges
and valleys and the dense, verdgnt
forests which lifted her soul like
great music or the assurance of the
steadfast love of Bill, whom she mar-
ried on quitting Goiaz. She contrasts
the manificent panoramas with the
misery of the brief, uncertain lives
of the backlanders. ! .
Anglo-Saxons who know Brazil will
be intrigued by the authcr’s descrip-
tjon of *“the unimagmahle_thlckeF of
troubles, ignorance and difficulties
which hem in Goiaz lives. She
prilliantly _analyzes her  typically
exasperating experiences in trying to
accomplish anything for herself in
.Goiaz or in the interlude when she
was press officer in Rio of L'he .In—
ternational Refugee Organization,
attempting to relocate some _thous-
:mds cf displaced Européans with v;-
iuable skills and a desperate desire
to commence their lives again.
virginia Prewett shared this desire,
hoping to achieve her own technica}
istance program on the banks o
asslsl vely Rio das Almas whose
ths ido waters sweep strongly north-
il to join the mighty Tocantins,
e over boulder-toothed rapids to
roaring terious AmAazoN.
join the e her own 500
The writer tried on :
qcres to avold the pitiless abuse O

Situated 100 miles northeasi of Anapolis in the
that was (1950).

with {enants
Great Forest

learing of the fazenda

tery. She had seen in o Paulo the
once-famous  purple earth  “bare,
baked, cracked and gullied™ between
millions of slowly dying coffee trees
where soil-renewing crops should b2
planted before it is too late.

In Goiaz the author found Latin,
America’s typical, tragic crosion of
land and people thru ignorant, selfish
“goil-mining.” She found Gciaz shar-
ing the desperate need of all Brazil
for better seeds, methods, teachers
— and leadership. Rlo authorities

rice prices which ruined countless
farmers in Goiaz and was the final
blow that led Virginia to return to
the United States. She sold out to
Dr. L. Job Lane Jr., director of Sio
Paulc’'s excellent Hospital Samarita-
no and grandson of Dr. ITorace Lane,
famed longtime president of Mac-
kenzie Colleze.

Miss Prewett’s Tenncssee upbring-
ing among Negro servants helped her

Mr. William R. Mizelle (Bill) of
7, Lexington Av. N.Y.C. Tormerly
with the New York Times Bureau
and Mc Gaw-Hlill in Buenos Aires.
Author of many newspaper and

magazine articles on Brazil and
South America.

understand many elusive Brazilian

characteristics (p. 164), including

what she terms feminine traits in
men. Other traits, defensive in the
stagnant colonial centuries are today
outmoded and harmfullike - passive

hich has characterized four
“;ﬁtfﬂleswof Brazil's agricultural his-
C

failed to preveni the 1850 crash in |

Showing the authorli sitting inside the overseer's mudwalled hut on

“Fazenda Chavante", setiling the accounis of the last harvest.

.work (as in Rio) and rejection of i
cfficlency: She rebukes the ruling
class,

YVirginia Prewett,

author of the
“Reyond the Great
Dona Virginia Prewett is
Mrs. Bill Mizelle.

famous book
Forest".
now

Ibero-Americ's medieval anti-fe-
minist customs, according to the
author, prevent Latin males, inces-
santly chasing women, from being
faithful to a wife and from combin-
ing sacred and profane love-in one
woman. She sees the Latin, compul-
zively unfaithful. doomed to 1aiure
in true love.

Brazilian women are generally kept
carefully imprisoned in the harem
mentality,” she writes, especially in
inland towns. In Andapolis. Virginia
found pathetic or angering cases of
wives denied a!l freedom by husbands

who were cruel philanderers and
nightowls.

“Brazil has not solved the race
problem entirely and most of her

pcsopie, black and white, are much
worse offi materially than most of our
(U. S.) Negroes." she asserts, noting
that intermarriage is free only among
the pocr. She found that the dartker
the peasant the better he worked.
Miss Prewett declares that Brazilians
“boast cf a strong African heritage.”
This reviewer in researching an ar-
ticle on race in Rio found educated
Cariocas ashamed to admit any trace
of African ancestry and denouncing
their Portuguese ancestors for intro-
ducing millions of Negroes and mix-
ing with them cn a vast scale as des-
cribed by TFreyre.

An error common to many foreign
writers is repeated by Miss Prewett
in acribing the frequency of light

Brazil) to the few thousand unmar-

ried Dutch who in the 1630s and
1640s held Northeast Brazil. The
Dutch never reached Golaz. Such
children are, even in the Nordeste

according to Freyre, descended from
prclific North Portuguese colonists
of blond Celtic-Visigothic origin.
In Goiaz Miss Prewett found Com-
munist agents of hate, revenge and
social destruction. She wants the
United States, which may soon have
to bail Brazil out of its growing eco-
nomic crisis, to create a realistic, de-
mccratic policy able to keep milllons
of South Americans from going Com-
munist by encouraging democratic,
efficlent government as well as thru
technical aid. Millions of landwork-
ers like those who felled giant trees
and burned off part of the “mato
grosso de Goiaz™ for Dcia Virginia
and planted rice and coffee hold in
Brazil and Asia the precarious bal-
ance of power beltween the Atlantic
Community and Soviet Imperialism.
Author Prewett colorfully describes
the rape of Brazil's dwindling virgin
areas by fire agriculture and erosion,
with the resulting rootlessness cf
migratory milltions all over the hun-
gry. illiterate backlands which alarm
geographers and rural sociologists
like Priston James end Lynn Smith
who have published books on Brazil.
Miss Prewett rejects like such
scholars Brazil's national myth, that
this matters little since Brazil pCs-
sesses unlimited resources and merely
needs to move the federal district
to Goiaz and enjoy a westward mo-
vement and assured future like the
United Etates. Instead, Brazil may go
the way of starving, overpopu'ateq
India or chaotic red China. Brazil is
a poor country suicldally wasting soj}
forests and human resources. “ - ;
Washington cfficials who appease
Peronism and incredibly have been
refusing to bolster Brazil as g bul-
wark against totalitarianisms are
branded by Miss Prewett as the bat-
rayers of the Good Neighbors. D;:s-
pite Washington's information pro-
gram, Brazil is ignorant of the
cnormous, widespread benefits to the
American people of dynamic U, S
democracy and capitalism. Bragzi &
the oyster of a rapacious, exorbitant-
profit, tax-dodging, medieval capita
lism, she warns. T
A denste forest of non-com
sion separates North and Sou{;’:\m:,::
ericans, laments Miss. Prewett, It i
this forest which should beckos
thcusands of fdealistic young umvern
sity graduates. optimistic and gy o;

non-ccmpliance, resistance to  hard

hair among children in Goiaz (and

disciplined energies. It is the new

frontier.
&
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vworlé-wide. Through the 1950's, she contributed to the Washington
Post, New York Herald-Tribune and major megezines. #as Cheirmon,
Inter~iuerican Affeirs Committee, 0PC, 1953-1954; Executive Vice-~
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She hes also fermed in Brezil's backlends, end knows first-hand
the social and economic lives of Latin americe's peoples. During
o yeer as senior U.S. officer for the UN Internctionel Refugee Or-
ganization in Lotin Americe, she investigeted many countries for
resettlement of refugees ond took part in diplomatic negotiations
with Latin Acericon governuents.

Three authoritative books of hers on Letin Awmerice are used in U.S.
colleges: heportege on iiexico (1941), The Americas end Tomorrow
(1944) end 3eyond the Great Forest (1953). She has written for The
Seturcdey Evening Post, atlentic lonthly, American Liercury (old),
Foreign affeirs Quarteriy, Town & Country, The fmerices, [iiacdle Amer-
ice, Inter-jmericen loathly, UN World. HNow completing e four-article
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Dr. “duerdo Sontos, Iublisher, Zl1 Tiempo, 3ogoto:

"You know the problems, you imow the peoples, ancd you know the
recticel pathways to cooperation end friendship. Your news-
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prper work can be of grectest service.'

Dr. Alberto Geinza Paz, Publisher, La Prensa, Buenos tires:
"I am very heppy to hear that you have sterted the column you
told me ebout. ...You know the countries, the people and your
mind is free. I would like to congrotulite the U.S. publishers
who use it."

Corlos Locerda, Governor Guanghore State, Brazil, and Tditor,

Tribune de Imprense, Rio de Joneiro, Brezil:

"Some day your own people will recognize the tremendous services
that your iuformec¢ end conscieutious columns do."
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