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Of Bygone Days / Shloyme reb Khayims

0. Lyric-Sentimental Frame (ch. 1; 276-81)
A. Idyll of Chone the Miller
e Fairytale setting
e Nature in bloom, personified = calendar
End of PASSOVER, freedom = luah
e their venerable mare; Tsutsik the Dog
B. Grief of the Dispossessed Family
e their private Tisha b’Av
e Sarah the Widow, 15-year-old Edel, Dovidl, eldest daughter Leah
e Pleads her case
e 17 yr-old SHLOYME returns from the forest,
[279] birth of a rebel: Refuses to return to the yeshiva
C. NATURE vs. NURTURE
e Nature @ rest
e Sentimental ethnography: packing up Pesach
e Return to servitude
e Sarah’s family returns to K. without her

I. INTO THE MYTH (2-8; 281-317)

[2] Detailed ethnography of 2 Jewish homes
e Standard Home: everywhere the same
e Turned into a tavern for the goyim (283)
e Candelabrum = sun; very spare furnishings
e Nonfunctional mirror; portraits; mizrekh
Reb Chayim’s Home
e When scholarship valued above wealth
e Married during the Panic
e Farmed the meat tax

[3] The Story of the Hat
e The Clothing Decree; Fake etymology of the Napoleon Hat
e Reb Chayim expert medical opinion [comical]
e Jewish-Gentile folk remedies

[4] Lipe Ruvens, the Folk Artist

[293] Shloymele’s talent at mimicry
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e His exemplary education & teacher
e Duality of S.’s soul (296)
e Terror of divine punishment
[S] Ethnography of High Holidays
e Country vs. shtetl Jews
e Chaim the Miller’s Family = a study in contrasts
[299] excursus on the talking DOGS
[300] sheyne vs. proste yidn
* Toybe Sosye vs. Idealized portrait of SARAH;
[301] Tkhines: a woman'’s spirituality
[6] Total Immersion in the mythic past
[302-3] cut off completely from the real world
[304] ancestor worship; not living but dreaming
e Reb llya the Miracle Worker; the child’s inner turmoil
[7] Yachne Sosye the Gosip & Storyteller
Q: Is she a positive or negative influence?
A: If Shloyme is to become a Yiddish writer, he will have to master
shrewspeak
* Every animal = gilgul
[8] Terror of the Shkoles
[314] S.’s perverted mental curriculum
* Reb Nokhem of Rozev, the Erets-Yisroel Jew
e learns about the Berliners
II. Liberation from the Myth (9-13; 317-37)
[9] Under father’s Tutelage, @ 11
[318] loves the shtetl when its empty
[319] discovers external reality; Jews vs. Gentiles
[320] shtetl vs. fields & forests = NATURE
[321] child’s innate quest for beauty; can find no artistic outlet
[10] Puppy Love, Shabbes Nahmau
[11] Isaac the Blacksmith & Hertzl the Carpenter
[328] Abram’s educ. philo.
[330] Jewish child drawn to grownup children
e Hertzl's Jewish dog
e Succumbs to the Evil Inclination
[12] Plight of the Jewish Craftsman
e Birth of the Jewish folksong
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[336-37] last stage

[13] Befriends Ben-Zion, Hertzl’s son

e The forest, a living organism

e Tried to mimic Hertzl’s artistry

1. Crisis (14-17; 342-58)

[14] Clothing Decree & economic collapse

e The fire brings him close to Fradl, before she leaves forever
[15] Rumors of the Colonies
[16] Domestic Tragedy
[17] Reb’s Chaim's lliness & Death, PURIM to PASSOVER

[2 —8]: Into the past, but also discovers song, nature, Even his love object comes from outside
the shtetl

e Thanks to exemplary education discovers poetic force of the tradition vs.
superstition & terror
e Communal life: overwhelmingly negative

[9-13]: Liberation

e Discovers artistry @ margins of respectable society
e Male companionship

[14-17) External, historical forces that aid in collapse of patriarchal, traditional society

e Father’s death obviates Oedipal struggle
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