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THE DYBBUK

CHARACTERS
Reb* Sender of Brinnits
Leye, his daughter
Frade, her aged nurse
g;i;f;g Leye’s friends

Menashe, Leye’s bridegroom
Nakhman, his father

Reb Mendel, Menashe’s tutor

The Messenger .
Reb Azriclke of Miropolye, a Tsaddik (a Hassidic master or

sage
Miklglo)l, his gabbai (a lay assistant)
Reb Shimshon, the Rabbi of Miropolye
First Judge
Second Judge . L.
Meyer, Shammes (caretaker) of the synagogue in Brinnits

Khonnon

Hennakh zstudents at the Yeshiva (Talmudical

Asher academy) in Brinnits

First Batlon**

Second Batlon

Third Batlon

First Hassid

Second Hassid

Third Hassid

An Elderly Woman )
A Wedding Guest (specially invited, by custom, because he is

a stranger)
A Hunchback
A Man on Crutches z PRaiRaa

A Woman with a Limp

A Woman with One Arm

A Blind Woman poor women

A Tall Pale Young Woman

A Young Woman Carrying a Child

Hassidim, Yeshiva Students, Prosperous Householders, Shop-
keepers, Wedding Guests, Paupers, Children

Acts I and II take place in Brinnits, Acts III and IV in Miro-
polye. Three months elapse between the first two acts, three
days between the second and third, half a day between the
third and the fourth.

ACT 1

(Total darkness. Before the curtain rises, a subdued mystic
singing is heard, as if from afar.)

Wherefore, wherefore

Did the soul

From its exalted height

Fall into abysmal depths?
Within the fall the power lies
To rise again.

(The curtain rises slowly.

A wooden synagogue, very old, with blackened walls. The
ceiling rests on two wooden posts. An old brass chandelier
hangs from the middle of the ceiling, over the bima,* which is
covered with a dark cloth. High on the rear wall are the
small windows looking out of the women’s gallery. A long
bench stands along the wall, in front of the bench, a long
wooden table cluttered with books. On the table, two tallow
candle-ends burn in clay candlesticks. The candles are lower
than the piles of books. To the left of the bench and table,
a narrow door leading to a room for private study. In the
corner, a bookcase. Wall right: in the middle, the Holy Ark;
to the left of that the cantor’s reading siand on which a heavy
wax memorial candle is burning. Two windows on either side
of the Ark. Benches along the entire wall, in front of them
several reading stands. Wall left: a large tile oven. Near it,
a bench. In front of the bench, a long table also cluttered with
books. A wash basin with a towel on a ring. A wide door io
the street. Past the door, a chest, above which a Perpetual
Light burns in its niche. HENNAKH, deeply engrossed in a book,
sits before a reading stand near the cantor’s desk. Around the
table at the rear wall, five or six Yeshiva students, slumped
over in various attitudes of weariness, sit and chant from tie
Gemara with a dreamy melody. At the bima, MEYER, bent over,
stands sorting the bags containing prayer shawls and phylac-
tories. Around the table at wall left, First, SECOND and THIRD

BATLONIM sit singing, gazing into space, wholly lost in dreams.
The MESSENGER lics on the bench near the oven, with his sack
for a pillow. At the bookcase, his hand resting on the top shelf,
stands KHONNON, deep in thought. Evening. A mystic mood
permeates the synagogue. Shadows lurk in the corners.)
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(The BATLONIM finish the song.)

Wherefore, wherefore

Did the soul

From its exalted height

Yall into abysmal depths?
Within the fall the power lies
To rise again,

(Long pause. All three sit motionless, lost in dreams.)

First BATLON (as though telling a story). Reb Dovidl of
Talna, may his merit protect us, had 2 golden chair and on it
was carved: “David, King of Israel, lives forever.” (Pause.)

SEcOND BATLON (in the same tone) . Reb Israel of Ruzin, of
blessed memory, bore himself like a king. An orchestra of twen-
ty-four musicians always played at his table, and when he trav-
elled, it was never with less than six horses in tandem.

THIRD BATLON (with enthusiasm). And Reb Shmuel of Ka-
minka, they say, used to walk about in golden slippers. (With
wonder.) In golden slippers!

MESSENGER (raises himself and remains seated erect. In a
calm, soft voice, as from afar) . The holy Reb Zusye of Annipol
was a pauper all his life; he begged for alms, and went about
in a peasant shirt with a rope for a belt; and yet he achieved no
less than the Rebbe of Talna or the Rebbe of Ruzin.

FIRsT BATLON (annoyed) . Please don’t be offended, but you
really don’t know what we're talking about, and yet you in-
trude. When they speak of the greatness of the Talner or the
Ruziner, are they talking about wealth? Aren’t there enough
rich men in the world? After all, one must realize that in the
golden chair, and in the orchestra, and in the golden slippers
lay a deep secret, a profound meaning.

"THIRD BATLON. Of course! Who doesn’t know that?

SEcoND BATLON. Anyone with open eyes could see. They say
that when the Rabbi of q‘pt first met the Ruziner on the road,
he ran to kiss the very wheels of his carriage. And when they

asked him the meaning of his act, he cried out: “Fools! Don't
you see that this is the very Chariot of the Lordp"*
THIRD BATLON (amazed) . Ay, ay, ayl

First BaTLON. The point is that the golden chair was no
chair, the orchestra was no orchestra, and the horses were no
horses. All that was merely a suggestion, a reflection; it was a
robe, a sheath for their greatness.

MzssenGER. True greatness needs no rich robes.

FirsT BATLON. You are mistaken! True greatness must have
its proper raiment.

Seconp BATLON (shrugs his shoulders). Their greatness!
Their power! It’s beyond comprehension!

First BATLON. The marvel of their might! Have you heard
the story about the cat-o-nine-tails of Reb Shmelke of Nickels-
berg? It’s worth hearing. Two litigants once came before Reb
Shmelke, one poor, the other rich and influential, feared by
everyone. Reb Shmelke listened to both parties and decided
in favor of the poor man. Thereupon, the rich one took offense
and announced that he would not abide by the decision. Calmly
Reb Shmelke replied: “You will obey. When a rabbi renders
a decision, it must be obeyed.” Then the rich man grew angry
and began to shout: “I laugh at you and your rabbinical auth-or-
ityl” At this, Reb Shmelke arose to his full height and cried
out: “Carry out my verdict this very instant! If not, I'll take
my cat-o-nine-tailsl” This really enraged the rich man, and he
began to insult and blaspheme the rabbi. Thereupon Reb
Shmelke opened the drawer of his desk a little. Suddenly there
burst from it the Primal Snake and wrapped itself around the
rich man’s neck. Well, well. There was a bit of excifement.
The rich man shouted and cried: “Help, Rebbe, forgive me.
T'll do whatever you say, but call off the snake.” Replied Reb
Shmelke, “Indeed you will. And you will even warn your
children and grandchildren to obey the rebbe and fear his
whip.” And he removed the snake.

TrHmp BATLON. Ha, ha, hal A fine whip. (Pause.) .

SECOND BATLON (to the first) . There must be some mistake.
The story could not have involved the Primal Snake. . ..

THIRD BaTLOK. No? Why not?

SECOND BATLON. Very simple. It cannot be that Reb Shmelke
of Nickelsberg should have called upon the Primal Snake. The
Primal Snake is, after all, the Evil One himself, Hcaven protect

us. (Spits three iimes.)
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THirp BaTLoN. What's the differencel Reb Shmelke must
have known what he was doing.

First BATLON (offended). I really don’t understand you. I
tell you a story that occurred before witnesses; dozens of peo-
ple saw it with their own eyes, and you come along and say
that it couldn’t have happened—as though I just like to hear
myself talk.

Seconp BATLON. Not at all. I merely thought that there are
no such names and combinations that can summon the Evil
One. (Spits.)

MESSENGER. Satan can be summoned only by that great dou-
bly-spoken Name that fuses in its flame the highest peaks with
the deepest valleys,

(KyoNNoON raises his head and listens attentively.)

"THIRD BATLON (worried) . Is there no danger in uttering this
awesome Divine Name?

MESSENGER  (thoughtfully) . Danger? No. But in the great
yearning of the spark for the flame, the vessel could burst.

FirsT BATLON. In my town there is a wonder worker, a real
master of miracles. With one spell he starts a fire and with an-
other he immediately puts it out. He can see what is happening
a hundred miles away; he can draw wine from a wall with his
finger, and things like that. Well, he once told me he knows
spells that can create a golem, revive the dead, make one invisi-
ble, call forth evil spirits, even Satan himself. (Spits.) I heard
this from his own lips.

KuonNoN  (has throughout been standing motionless, listen-
-ing attentively. He moves toward the table, looks first at THE
MESSENGER, then at the First BATLON. In a distant, thoughtful
voice) . Where is he?

(THE MESSENGER fixes his attention on KHONNON and watches
him carefully throughout.)

FirsT BATLON (surprised). Who?

XHonNON. The wonder worker.

FrrsT BATLON. Where should he be! In my home town, if he’s
still alive.

- KnonnoN. Far from here?

First BATLON. The town? Far. A great distance. In deepest
Polesia.

KnonNoN. How long to walk there?

First BaTLON. To walk? A good month. Perhaps even more.
(Pause.) Why do you ask? Do you want to go to him? (Kuon-
NON remains silent.) The name of the town is Krasna. The
wonder worker’s name is Elkhonnon,
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KHONNON (in surprise, to himself). Elkhonnon? El Khon-
non? The God of Khonnon.

FirsT BaTLON. I tell you, he is a master! Once, in broad day-
light he tried, with a spell. . .. L

Skconp BaTLoN, Enough talk about such things at nightfalll
Especially in a holy place. With a wrong word or phrase one
could accidentally cause a disaster. There have, Heaven protect
us, been such cases.

(KxonNNoN leaves slowly, AUl watch him. Pause.)

MEsSENGER. Who is that young man?

Frst BATLON. A student at the Yeshiva.

(MEYER closes the gate of the bima dais and epproaches the
table.

SEC)OND BaTroN. An excellent student, a genius.

THirD BATLON. A prodigious memory! He knows five hun-
dred pages of the Gemara by heart and has them at his finger-
tips.

I?MESSENGER. Where does he come from?

MEeyEr. He is from somewhere in Lithuania. Studied here at
the Yeshiva and was considered the best scholar in the school.
He was ordained as a rabbi. Suddenly he disappeared and was
gone a whole year, They said he left to perform the Penance
of Exile. He returned only recently. A changed young man.
Always deep in meditation, fasts from Sabbath to Sabbath,
performs ritual ablutions continually. (Quietly.) They say he's
mixed up in Cabalistic studies.

SEcoND BATLON (quietly) . There's talk in town, also. People
have even come to him for charms, but he refuses.

THRD BATLON. Who knows who he is? Perhaps one of the
great ones. Who can tell? And to look too closely would be
dangerous. (Pause.)

SECOND BATLON (yawning). It's late. Time to go to slcep.
(T'o the First BATLON with a smile.) Too bad your wall-tap-
ping wonder worker isn’t here. I could stand a little drink right
now. I haven’t had a thing to eat all day.

Frst BATLON. It's been practically a fast day for me, too.
All I had was a muffin after morning prayers.

MzvEr (half whispering; pleased). Listen to this. I have a
fecling we’ll be drinking toasts soon enough. Sender drove off
to look at a bridegroom for his only daughter. Just let him
sign the marriage agreement, and he'll provide a good bottle.

Srconp BATLoON. Bah! I don’t believe hell sign any such
agrecement. Three times he has gone to look at prospective
bridegrooms and each time he has returned with nothing. Either

he doésn’t care for the boy, or the family isn’t good enough for
him, or the dowry is too small. A man should not be so hard
to please,

MEeYER. Sender can allow himself that luxury. After all, he is
rich—no evil eye—comes from a fine family, and his only daugh-
ter is good as well as beautiful.

Trrp BATLON (with enthusiasm). 1 like Sender! A real
Hassid; a true Miropolye Hassid. He has real spirit.

First BATLON (cold). He is a good Hassid, there is no deny-
ing that. But he might have gone about marrying off his
daughter in a different way.

Trirp BATLON, Why? What do you mean?

First BATLON. In the old days, when a rich man of good fam-
ily wanted to make a match he didn’t look for money or for
social position. He looked for personal qualities, He went to a
large yeshiva, gave the headmaster a handsome gift and had
hira pick the most promising scholar. Sender could have done
that too.
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MrxssENGER. He might even have found a proper bridegroom
in the yeshiva here. ' :

FirsT BATLON (in wonder). How do you know?

MEzsSENGER. I'm only supposing,

TuirD BATLON (hastily) . Well, well, well. Let’s not gossip,
especially about one of our own. Besides, matches are made by

fate.
(The door is flung open and an ELDERLY WOMAN rushes in

leading a child in each hand.)

ErpErLY WoMAN (runs toward the Ark with the children,
crying tearfully). Ay, ay, God in heaven! Help me! (Reaches
the Ark.) Children! Let us open the Holy Ark. Let us clasp
the Holy Scrolls and not leave until our tears have won back
your mother’s health, (Opens the Holy Ark, thrusts her head
in and begins a tearful recitaiive)) God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, behold my woe. Behold the anguish of the little
children, and take not their young mother from the world. Holy
Scrolls, -intercede for a wretched widow! Holy Scrolls, beloved
Mothers of Israel, hurry, run to the Almighty, ay out, plead
that the lovely sapling be not torn out by the roots, that the
young dove be not cast from the nest, that the silent lamb be
not taken from the flockl (Hysterically.) I will stop at nothing,
I will split the heavens with my cries! I will not budge from
here until the crown of my head is restored to mel

MEYER (approaches, touches her gently, speaks calmnly).
Khanna-Esther, should we set a minyan* to reciting Psalms?

EvperLy WomaN (withdraws her head from the Ark. Looks
at Meyer uncomprehendingly, and suddenly speaks with haste).
Yes, of course, set 2 minyan to saying Psalms. But hurry, hurry.
Every second is precious. For two days she has been lying
speechless, struggling with deathl

MzyER. Right away. I'll get ten men at once. (Pleadingly.)
But they ought to get something for their trouble. They're poor
men.

Erprrry WOMAN (searching her pocket). Here's a gildinl
But see that they recite it properly.

Meyer. A gilden. . .. Only three groshen each. . . . Not very
much. '

ErperLy WomaN (not hearing) . Come children, let us run
to other synagogucs. (They leave quickly.)

MESSENGER (to the THIRD BATLON) . This morning a worman
came to open the Ark on behalf of a daughter who has been in
labor for two days and cannot give birth. Now a woman comes
to open the Ark on behalf of a daughter who has been strug-
gling with death for two days.

THIRD BATLON. Well, what of it?

MESSENGER (thoughtfully). If the soul of one who has not
dicd is to enter a body that has not yet been born, a struggle
takes place. If the sick one dies, the child will be born. If she
recovers, the child will be born dead.

First BATLON (surprised). Ay, ay, how blind a man is| He
does not see what is happening around him!

MEYER (approaches the table) . Well, thank the Lord, we can
wet our throats. After we’ve said the Psalms, we’ll have a drink
and the Lord will have mercy and send the sick woman a full
recovery.

TirsT BATLON (fo the student drowsing at the long table).
Lads, who wants to recite the Psalms? There a muffin in it for
cach of you. (The students get up.) We'll go into the small
prayer roorm.

(The three BATLONIM, MEYER, and all the students except
HENNAEH exit into the private room. Soon there is heard the
sad chanting of “Blessed is the man. . . ”” During the entire
time, Tur MISSENGER remains seated at the smaller table, his
eyes fixed on the Ark. A long pause. KHONNON enters.)

KHONNON (very tired, walks pensively and as though aim-
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lessly toward the Ark)y. The Ark open? Who opened it? For
whom did it open in the middle of the night? (Looks into the
Ark.) The Holy Scrolls stand huddled together, calm, silent.
And in them are concealed all the sccrets, all the veiled allu-
sions, all the mysterious combinations from the six days of crea-
. tion unto the end of the generations of men. And how hard it
is to wrest those hints and secrets from them, how very hard!
(Counts the Scrolis) One, two, three, four, five, six, seven,
cight, nine Scrolls. The numerical value of the letters in the
word “truth.” And in every scroll, there are four handles, each
called a Tree of Life. Again the number thirty-six. Not an hour
passes that I do not come upon that figure—and what it signifies
I do not know. Yet I feel that in it lies all the meaning that I
scek. Thirty-six is the sum of the letters in the name “Leah.”
Three times thirty-six is “Khonnon.” “Leah” also spells out
“not God.” Not through God. (Shudders) What a dreadful
thought—and how I am drawn to it. )

HENNARY (raises his head and studies KHONNON carefully).
Khonnon! How wrapped in dreams you seem!

K¥oONNON (steps back from the Ark., Walks slowly to HEeN-
NARH. Pauses thoughtfully) . Secrets, endless hints, but I see no
clear road before me. (Brief pause.) The town is named Kras-
na. The wonder worker, Reb Elkhonnon.

HenNagn, What did you say? '

KHONNON (as if startled from a trance). I? Nothing. I was
thinking.

HENNARH (shaking his head) . You have plunged too deeply
into the Cabala, Khonnon. Since you came back, you haven’t
touched a book.

KHONNON (not comprehending) . Not touched a book? What
kind of book?

HeNNARH. What sort of question is that? The Gemara or
the other commentaries, of course.

KHONNON (still not recovered) . Gemara? Commentaries? Not
touched? The Gemara is cold and dry. The commentaries are
cold and dry. (Suddenly fully awake. Speaks with animation.)
Within the earth there is exactly such a world as here above.
There are fields and forests, scas and deserts, cities and towns.
Over the fields and deserts great storms rage. Mighty vessels
sail the seas, and in the heavy forests, fear reigns eternally, and
thunderbolts crash, Only one thing is missing. There is no tall
sky from which the fiery lightning can issue or the sun blaze.
Such is the Gemara. It is deep, it is great, and it is glorious.

But it chains one to the earth. It keeps one from soaring to the

sky. (Enraptured.) And Cabalal Cabala tears one's soul from
the carth! It raiscs man to the most exalted holiness; it opens
all the heavens to one’s sight; it leads straight to Pardes. It
reaches cut to the infinitel It reveals 2 hem of the great curtain.
o « « (Collapses.) I have no strength. I feel faint.

HunNARM (very earnestly) . All very true. But you forget that
such ecstatic soaring is most dangerous. How ecasily one can
lose his grip and plunge into the abyss! The Gemara elevates
the soul, but it does so slowly. It protects a man like a faithful
sentinel, who neither sleeps nor drowses. It embraces a man like
a harness of steel and prevents him from turning off the proper
road either to the right or to the left. But the Cabala} You
remember what the Gemara says. (Recites in the chanting
manner of Talmudic study.) “Four there were who entered
into Pardes: Ben Azzay, Ben Zoma, Akh;r, and Reb Akiba. Ben
Azzay looked and lost his life. Ben Zoma looked and lost his
reason. Akbat cut down all that grew; he lost his very faith,
Reb Akiba alone entered in peace and departed in peace.”

KuOoNNON. Don't frighten me with them. We do not know
how they went or with what they went. Perhaps they stumbled
because they went merely to observe, not to elevate themselves.
We do see, after all, that others followed them—the holy Axi,
the holy Baal Shem Tov—and they did not fall.

HrnNARH. Do you compare yourself to them?

KronnoN. I make no comparisons. I follow my own road,

HeNNARTL. What sort of road is that?

KHONNON. You would not understand me.

HenNARn, I will understand. My soul too yearns for the
exalted heights.

Kuonnon (thoughtful o while). The task of the Tsaddik,
the righteous man, is to cleanse human souls, to.tear them
loose from the incubus of sin and to elevate them to the bright
source whence they came. The task is heavy because “sin lurks
at. the door.” One soul cleansed, a second appears, stained with
still more sin. One generation brought to repentance, another
appears still more stubborn. And the generations grow weaker
and the sins ever greater and Tsaddikim—ever fewer.

HenNAxE, Well, what should be done in your view?

KHoNNON (quietly but with great conviction). There is no
need to wage war against sin. Elevate it] As a goldsmith purifics
the gold from its dross in a hot flame, as the farmer winnows
the chaff from the ripe grain, so must sin be purified of its
uncleanness until only holiness remains.

HENNARH (surprised) . Holiness in sin? How is that possible?

.
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Kronnon. All that God created has within it a spark of

liness. ,
hOHENNAKH. Sin is the creation not of God but of Satan,

KuonnoN. And who created Satan? God. Are not the hosts of
Satan called “the other side”? And as the other side. of God,
as a facet of God, they must possess within them sanctity. )

HENNAKH (staggered). Sanctity in Satan! I can't! I can’t
conceive it! Let me think! (His head sinks, pressing on his arms
crossed on the reading stand. Pause.) )

KHONNON (approaches, bends down to him and speaks ina
trembling voice) . Which sin is the most powerful of all? Which
sin is the hardest to conquer? Is it not the sin of lust for a
woman?

HENNARH (not raising his head). Yes.
Kizonnon, And if this sin is cleansed in the heat of a great

flame, does not the greatest uncleanness turn to highest holiness,
to the Song of Songs? (Breathlessly.) The Songs of Songs! “Be-
hold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast
doves’ eyes within thy locks: thy hair is as a flock of goats that
appear from Mount Gilead. Thy tecth are like a flock of sheep
that are even shorn, which came up from the washing; whereof
every one bear twins, and none is barren among them.”

(MEYER emerges from the private prayer room. A soft
knock at the door is heard. It opens hesitatingly. LEYE enters,
leading FRADE by the hand. GitTEL follows. They pause near
the door.)

Mzeyzr (hearing them, is very surprised. In a voice of flattery
and surprise) . Look! Reb Sender’s daughter! Leyele!

Lrye (shyly). You remember you promised to show me the
old embroidered curtains for the Ark.

(4s soon as her voice is heard, KHONNON stops singing. He
stares at LEYE. Throughout, he is either looking at her or
standing ecstatically with his eyes shut.)

Frape. Show her the curtains, Meyerke. Show her the old
ones, the most beautiful. Leyele has promised to embroider a
curtain in time to commemorate the anniversary of her mother’s
death. She will work the purest gold into the finest velvet,
stitching out little lions and eagles, as they did in the old days.
And when they hang the curtain on the Holy Ark, her mother’s
innocent soul will rejoice in heaven.

(LeYE looks around hesitatingly, notices KHONNON, lowers
her eyes and remains strained throughout, with eyes to the
ground.)

MevEer. Akh, with the greatest pleasure! Of course! Of coursel
T'll bring the curtains at once, the handsomest, the oldest.
(Goes to the chest near the door to the street and takes out
some curtains.)

GrirreL (grasping LeYE's hand) . Leyele, aren’t you afraid in
the synagogue at night?

Leyr. I've never before been in the synagogue at night except
on Simkhas Torah,* and then it is bright and festive, but now—
and then it is bright and festive, but now—how sad it is here,
how sad|

FrapE. Girls, a synagogue must be sad. At midnight the dead
come to pray, and they leave their sorrow here.

GrrreL. Granny, don't talk about the dead. I'm frightened.

FRADE (not hearing) . And every morning, when the Almighty
weeps over the destruction of our Temple, his tears fall in the
synagogues. That’s why the walls in the old synagoguesg are
damp with tears, and they may not be whitewashed. 1f they
are whitened, they grow angry and heave stones,

Lrve. How old this Synagogue is, how very old! It doesn't
look so from the outside.
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Frape. Old, very old, Child. They even say that it was found
fully built below the ground. How many times this town has
been destroyed, how many times it has been burnt to the
ground, but the synagogue remained unharmed. Only once did
the roof catch fire. Then there came doves, doves without num-
ber, and they began to beat their wings and they put out the
fire.

LeYE (not hearing, as though to herself) . How sad it feels
here and how loving! I don’t want to leave. I want to fall
against these tear-stained walls, to embrace them and ask why
they arc so sad and pensive, so silent and so melancholy. I wish
+ « « I do not really know what I wish, but my heart aches with
tenderness and pity.

MEYER (takes some curtains to the bima, spreads one out).
This is the oldest. More than two hundred years old. It is hung
only for Passover.

Girrer (delighted) . Look, Leyele, isn’t it magnificent! What
stiff brown velvet! Look at the heavy gold thread in the lions
holding the star of David between them! And those trees on
either side, with the doves! Nowadays you can’t get such velvet
or such gold.

Lrve. The curtain is also kind and sad. (Caresses and kisses
it.
)Grrmr. (catches LEYE's hand and whispers). Look, Leyele,
there stands a young man gazing at you. How strangely he looks
at you!

‘Leve (bending her eyes even more to the ground). He is a

student. é*L

Kueanen."He used to take his meals at our house.

CGrirrer. He stares at you as though he wished to call you
with his eyes. He scems to want to come closer but he doesn’t

dare to.
LevE. I wonder why he is so pale and sad. He must have been

il

Grrrer. He is not sad at all. His eyes are sparkling.

Lrye. His eyes always sparkle. Such eyes! And when he speaks
with me he grows breathless. And so do I. After all, it’s not
proper for a girl to speak to a strange boy.

Irape (fo MEYER) . Would you let us kiss the Holy Scrolls?
It is not fitting to visit with God and not kiss his holy Torah.

MryER. Of coursel Of coursel Come. (He leads the way, fol-
lowed by GrrTEL and Fraon and then LEYE. MEYER fakes a
Scroll from the Ark and holds it for FRADE to kiss.)

Leve (passing KHONNON, pauses for a moment and speaks
quietly) . Good evening, Khonnon. You have come back?

(KHONNON is breathless, does not reply.)

Trapz. Come, Leyele, kiss the Scroll. (LeYE approaches the
Ark. MEYER holds the Scroll for her to kiss. She embraces it,
presses her lips against it. Kisses it passionately.) Enough, child,
enough! Scrolls may not be kissed for long. They are written
with black fire upon white fire, you know. (Suddenly, quite
alarmed.) My, how late it is, how very late! Come home, girls!
Come home quickly! (They leave hastily. MEYER closes the Ark
and leaves after them.)

KroNNON (stands a while with eyes closed. Resumes singing
the Song of Songs at the very point at which he broke off).
“Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely:
thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate within thy locks.”

HENNAKM (raises his head; looks at KmonNoN). Khonnon,
what are you singing? (KHONNON stops singing, opens his eyes,
looks at HrNNakH.) Your earlocks are wet. Were you at the
_ ritual-bath again?

K1uionNoN. Yes.
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HeNNARH. When you perform your ablutions, do you recite
incantations? Do you follow the ritual prescribed by the Book
of Razial?*

Knonnon. Yes.

HENNARH. And you are not afraid?

Kuonnon. No.

HENNAKH. And you fast from Sabbath to Sabbath? Don't
you find it hard?

KuonnoN. It is harder for me to eat on the Sabbath than it
is to fast all week. I have lost all desire for food. (Pause.)

HeNNARH (intimately) . Why do you do all this? What are
vou trying to do?

KHONNON (as if to himselfy. I want . . . I want to reach a
clear and sparkling diamond, to dissolve it in tears and ab-
sorb it into my soul. I want to reach the rays of the third holy
place, of the third divine emanation, the sphere of beauty. I
want. . . . (Suddenly very distraught.) Yes! I must get two
barrels of gold coins for him who can count only coins.

HEeNNAKH (astounded). Is that it? Look out, Khonnon. Take
care. You stand on a slippery road. You will not attain all this
by holy means. o

Kunonnon (looks at him defianily) . And if not by holy means,
what then? If not by holy means?

HEeNNARE (lerrified) . 1 am afraid to talk to you. I am afraid
to stand near you.

(He hurries out. KHONNON remains motionless with a defiant
expression on his face. MEYER enters from the street, the FIrsT
-BATLON from the prayer room.) .

FirsT BATLON. Eighteen** Psalms are quite enough. Should

we recite them all for a gildin? But you can’t talk to them. Once -

they get started, they keep going. (AsHER runs in breathlessly.)

AsHER. Just met Borukh the tailor. He returned from Kli-
movka, where Sender met with the prospective in-laws, and he
says they did not agree. Sender insisted on ten years' board for
the couple, and they refused to go above five. So they broke
up. :

MEeyEr. That’s the fourth timel

THirD BATLON. Heartbreaking, isn't it?

MESSENGER (to the THIRD BATLON, smiling) . You said your-
self that marriages are arranged by destiny.

KHONNON (straightening up and crying ecstatically) . I have
won againl (Falls back limp upon the bench and remains seated
with an expression of joy upon his face.)

MESSENGER (picks up his sack and removes a lantern from it).
Time to start on my way.

Mzyer. What's your hurry?

MESSENGER. I'm just a messenger. Noblemen employ me to
carry .important messages, rare valuables. So I must hurry. My
time,is not my own.

MeyER, Why don’t you wait at least until daybreak?

MesseNGER. The dawn is far and my road is long. I'll leave
about midnight.

MEvERr. It’s pitch dark out.

MEssENGER. With my lantern T won’t get lost.
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(SEconp and THirp BATLONIM and the students emerge from

thesﬁi::?ggréxﬂ. Mazel tov. May the One Above send the RER  nbbn MIEMD LD CJIT AT PN paa )

sick woman her health again. : .(9aan Pp) « 17
ALL. So be it, amen! '
First BATLON. Now we should buy some brandy and cake for oN ""sz

the gildin. Cd i
Mever. I have already. (Takes @ bottle and some cakes out ~ ¥nnaBhh nb’? STRD (RO YD Y DIPY? W any

of the bosom of his coat.) Let’s step into the vestibule and have _ oy '

a drink there. : o TR ‘ :
(The door opens wide and SENDER enters, his coat unbut- -

toned, his hat perched on the back of his head. He is happy. P mmby wwn) DPOPI B3 WP DX 419 Y5 9D

Three or four men follow him in.) poay man b, haesy abIR) o o WINTDY RN W (e
MEYER AND BATLONIM. Ahl Reb Sender! Welcomel €. @ be menn o namans.
SenpEr, Happened to be riding by the synagogue, so I

thought I'd drop in and sce what our people are doing. (No- ' SsD

tices MEYER holding the bottle.) Thought they would be deep

in study or discussing some weighty problems. Turns out they're o(ptpn 13 o0 s mwbya 13op o L nnsa Anw)

getting ready to have a drink! Ha, hal Real Mirapolye Hassi- OB LR ORI RGN $ONIDRY DDA hha v18% °hmay May
dir;ll . i d tihi-ve. el Sendl AR PO @hawy o™il Mao 70wy NEbY CwaR
rsT BaTLON. You'll have a drop with us, Reb sender. PR IUPPNY MRS Doty DoeOB b W — fi02b .

SenpER. Fooll I'll provide the bottle myself, and a good bot-
tle, too. Wish me mazel tov! Happy be the hour, my daughter
_is betrothed! ‘ .
(KHONNON springs up; he is shattered.) ‘ - (a9 anpws nRTpb BenT) D‘p:.;
Arr. Mazel tovl Mazel tovl
Meyer. And we were just told you couldn’t reach an agree- ' . lupa nR | 770 1 IRaa P
ment and the whole business was called off. :
Trmrp BATLON. We were so sorry to hear it.

1 An=an=nn . BhR 0*2PpRIL D¥T1PoN.

J s

SENDER. Tt very nearly did fall through, but at the last mo- JUPPRe NTND NNR

ment the groom’s father gave in and we signed the agreement. . , ‘
KuonNoN. Betrothed? Betrothed? How is it possible? How _ ¢« 3D ,

could that be? (In despair.)) So they were useless! All the fasts, S BI2a MM PPNy R BYPI IR TR N9

all the ablutions, all that harrowing of flesh, all those spells—
were wasted! What now? By what road? By what powers? My pn) hRYXWY fa Aywa ,ATIR ona? chand voRan

(Glutches at his breast, straightens up with an ecstatic expres- : _ nnmb mntpe Bawa by © 2!
sion on his face)) Ah-ah-ah! I see revealed the secret of the ' / oy
great doubly-spoken Namel I .. .seeit!I...I...Ihave ! o oy . Y
. . won! (Falls to the ground.) o A :
MEsSENGER (opens the lantern). The candle has burnt out. P2 bw oo Y
A new one must be lit. : '
(Ominous pause.) L(xp s by ) 970 ) '

SENDER. Meyer, why is it so dark here? Light some candles.

(MeyzR does 50.) N3 opea BROnRY A PRI wen ghapb oy

MESSENGER (approaches SENDER softly). Did you come to Paman ubs & vyn Ty %D MR W Y299, 1»':,;1!, By
terms with the groom’s father? 19939 b= | 7wyn b "
Senper (looks at him surprised, a little frightened) . Yes. ’ 2 yn

MesseENGER. It happens that parents promise and then go back . y
on their word. Sometimes it is even brought before a rabbini- i (W) R ]5'53
cal court. One should be very careful. (o MRp) DY R L ]RD DMYEA DR
SENDER (frightened, to MEYER). Who is this man? I don’t
know him. ] L(moh) D
Meyer. He is a stranger, a messcnger.
SenpER. What does he want of me? : ;83 Y pamnng oy hRa 8% 90 ,ara A nh
MEeyEr. I don’t know.
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SENDER (calming himself) . Asher, run over to my house and
say that I want them to prepare some liquor, preserves, and a
bite. Hurry, now. Be quick about it. (AsuEr runs out.) While

" they are getting things ready, we may as well stay here and
chat. Hlas anyone heard of any new saying of our Rebbe’s? Some
parable? Some new wonder? His every gesture is more precious
than pearls,

First BATLON. Save the bottle. We can use it tomorrow.

(MEYER puls it away.)

MzsseNGER. I'll tell you a parable of his, Once there came to
the Rebbe a Hassid, very rich but stingy. The Rebbe took him
by the hand, led him over to the window and said, “Look.” The
rich man looked out into the street. “What do you see?” asked
the Rebbe. “I see people,” replied the man. Again the Rebbe
took him by the hand, led him to the mirror, and said, “Look.
What do you see now?” “Now I sec myself,” he replied. “You
see,” said the Rebbe, “the window is glass and the mirror is

glass. But the glass of the mirror is lightly silvered. And with
the addition of silver one no longer sees others. He sees only

himself.” .
Tuirp BATLON. Oh, oh, oh! Sweeter than honey.
First BaTLoN. Holy words!
SENDER (to the MzssENGER). What? Are you trying to nee-

_dle me?
MEssENGER. Heaven forbid! .
Seconp BaTLoN. Why don’t we sing something? (To the

Tuirp BATLON.) Sing the Rebbe’s tune.
(Trmp BATLON begins to sing a quiet, mystic Hassidic

melody. All join in.)

SenpER (fumgps up) . And now a dance. What, is Sender go-
ing to marry off his only daughter without a dance? What kind
of Miropolye Hassidim would we be? (SENDER, the three BAT-
LonNtM, and MEYER form a circle, hands on one another’s shoul-
ders, eyes ecstatic. They sing a monotonous mystic tune and
circle slowly round the same spot. SENDER breaks out of the
civcle, happy.) And now a merry dance. Everybody herel

Szconp BaTLoN. Hey, there, lads, over herel (Some of the
young men come over.)) Hennakhl Khonnon! Where are you?

Join us in a merry dancel
SenpER. Ahrah! Khonnon! My Khonke is here, is he? Where

is he? Bring him right over to me!
MEeYER (sees KHONNON on the floor). He is asleep on the

floor, of all places.
Senprr. Wake him up! Wake him up!
MEYER (shakes him. Frightened) . He won’t wake up!
(All approach, bend over, try to wake him.)
FirsT BATLON (with a frightened outcry) . He's dead!
Turp BATLON. A book fell out of his hand. It's The Angel

Raziel!
(All are staggered.)
MESSENGER. The harm has been done.
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ACT 1I

(A square in Brinnits. Left—the old wooden synagogue, an-
tique architecture. In front of the synagogue and a little to one
side, a mound of earth with an old gravestone bearing the in-
scription: “Here lie bride and groom, holy and pure, martyred
for their faith in the year 5408 [1648). Peace unto them.” Be-
yond the synagogue, a lane and several small houses that merge
into the backdrop. Right—SENDER's house, a large frame house
with a porch. Beyond the house, a wide gate leading into the
yard, and further back, a lane, a row of small shops that merge
into the backdrop. On the backdrop, right, beyond the shops,
an inn, a nobleman’s mansion and large garden. A broad road
leading down to the river. Beyond the river, high on the bank,
a cemetery, tombstones visible. To the left, a bridge over the
river, a mill. Before that, a bath-house and the town poorhouse.
In the distance, a dense forest.

The gale of SENDER'S house is wide open. Long tables are
set up in the yard and extend out into the square. The tables
are laden with food, and seated around them, eating hungrily,
are the poor—beggars, cripples, old and young. Waiters carry
large platters of food and baskets of bread from the house to
the tables.

Women are seated in front of the shops and houses. They
knit socks while keeping their eyes glued to SENDER'S house.
Men of all ages leave the synagogue carrying their prayer
shawls and phylacteries. Some go into the shops. Others stand
about in groups. From SENDER’s yard come the sounds of music,
dancing, loud conversation.

1t is evening. In the middle of the sireet, in front of the syna-
gogue, stands the WEDDING GUEST, an elderly man in a satin
kaftan, his hands tucked into the belt. Near him, the SECOND

BaTLoN.)

Gusst (examining the synagogue) . A majestic synagogue you
have here. Handsome, large, the Spirit of God is upon it. Very
old, I should say.

Seconp BATLON. Very old. The old men say that even their :

grandfathers could not remember when it was built.

CGuzsT (sees the gravestone) . And what is this? (Approaches
and reads.) “Here lic bride and groom, holy and pure, mar-
tyred for their faith in the year 5408.” A bride and groom who
died as martyrs?

Seconp Barron, When that murderer Khmelnicki—may his
name be blotted out—attacked our town with his Cossacks and
slaughtered half the Jews, he also murdered a bride and groom
as they were being led to the wedding canopy. They were bur-
ied here, on the very spot where they fell, both in a single
grave, and ever since it has been called “the holy grave.” (Whis- .
pering, as if telling a secret) At every marriage ceremony he
performs, our rabbi hears sighs from the grave. And it has long
been the custom here to dance around the grave after a wed-
ding and cheer the buried bride and groom.

Guest. A noble custom!

(MEYER, emerging from SENDER'S yard, approaches.)

MEvrr (excitedly). What a meal for the poor! In all my -
born days I've never seen a feast like this one.

Guzst. No wonder. Sender is marrying off his only daughter.
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Meyir (with enthusiasm). Fish for everyone, then roast
fow], and dessert to top it off! And before the feast, there was
honey cake and brandy. It must have cost a fortune. More than
you could imagine,

Spconp BATLON. Sender knows what he’s doing. If one of
the invited guests fecls slighted, there’s no great harm done.
Let him complain all he wants to. But if the poor arc not well
treated, there's really great danger. You can never tell who is
under those pauper’s clothes. Maybe just a beggar and maybe
someone quite different. A holy man, perhaps, or one of the
Thirty-six Just Men.

Mever. Why not the Prophet Elijah himself? He always ap-
pears in beggar’s guise.

GugsT. It’s not only the poor that must be treated carefully.
You can never tell about anyone who he is, or who he was in
2 previous incarnation, or why he was sent into the world.

(THE MESSENGER, his sack on his shoulders, emerges from
the lane left.) o
Meyzer. Sholem aleichem. You have come to us again?
MzesseNGER. I have been sent here again.

Meyer. You've come in good season, in ;ime for a rich wed-
ding.

I\%ESSENGER- The wedding is the talk of the entire region.

MEvEr. Did you happen to meet up with the groom’s party
on the way? They're late.

MrsseNGER, The bridegroom will arrive in good time.

(Goes toward the synagogue. The GUEsT, SECOND BATLON,
and Mevrr go into the yard. Lrys, in her wedding gown,
appears behind the tables. She dances with one after another
of the poor women. Others crowd around her. Those who
have had their turn at dancing with her go out into the
square and stand about in groups talking.)

WoMAN WITH A CmiLp (contentedly). I danced with the
bride.

LAME WomAaN. So did I. I took her around and danced. Hee,
hee!

HuncroAck. Why does the bride dance only with women?
I'd like to put my arms around her and dance with her too,
he, he, hel ;

(Laughter among the poor. FRADE, GITTEL, and BAssiA come
out onto the porch.)

FraDE (uneasy). O dearl Leyele is still dancing with the
poor. She'll get dizzy. Girls, bring her here. (Sits down on a
bench. GIrTEL and BAsSIA go to LEYE.)

GrrreL. You've danced enough, Leyele. Come.

Bassia. You'll get dizzy. (She and GITIEL take LEYE under
the arms and start to lead her off.)

Poor WoMeN (surround LEvELE, pleading and whining).
She hasn’t danced with me yet. Am I not as good as the next?

I've been waiting for an hour to dance with her.

It’s my turn. I'm supposed to dance with her after Elkal

She turned a dozen times with lame Yakhna and not even
once with me. I have no luck at anythingl

(MEYER comes out of the yard and climbs up on a bench.)
MEYER (in the loud voice and chanling tones of a wedding

bard) .
Sender the Wealthy invites all the poor
And bids them come to his granary doorl
Hurry, you poor folk, with open palms;
For each, ten groshen of Reb Sender’s alms.

THE Poor (run into the yard, pushing and shouting). Ten
groshen! Ten groshen!

(The square empties. Only Lryr, GITTEL, Bassia and a
half-blind OLp WOMAN remain.)

Orp WoMAN (catches hold of LEYE) . I don’t need the alms!

Just dance with me. Just one turn with me! It’s forty
years since I last danced. Oh, how I danced as a girll How I
danced! (LEYE puts her arms around the old woman, dances
with her. The old woman does not let go, begging.) Morel
Morel (They turn, the old woman gasping for breath, shoui-
ing hysterically.) Morel Morel
(GrrTeL pulls the old woman into the yard, returns, and
she and Bassia lead LEYE to the porch, seat her on a bench.
The weaiters and servants remove the tables, lock the gate.)
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Frape. You're as white as a sheet, Leyele. You didn’t tire
yoursclf, did you?

LEYE (eyes shut tight, head thrown back, speaks as though
in a dream) . They took me in their arms; they surrounded me,
pressed themselves upon me, reached for me with their cold
dry fingers. My head swam; I grew faint. Then someone lifted
me high into the air and carried me far, far away.

Bassia (frightened) . Leyele, look how they've creased and
stained your dress! What will you do now?

LevE (as before). If you leave the bride alone before the
wedding, demons come and carry her off.

FRADE (frzghtened) What kind of talk is this, Leyele? You

' mustn’t mention those dark spirits by name. They lie hidden
and waiting in every nook and cranny. They hear everything;

" they see cverything; and they wait for someone to utter their
forbidden name. Then they leap out and hurl themsclves
upon him. (Spits three times.)

Leve (opens her eyes). They are not evil. . . .

Frapz. You must not believe them. If you believe one of
that kind, he becomes uncontrollable and may do you some
mischief.

Leve (with great assurance) . Granny, we are surrounded not
by evil spirits but by the souls of people who died before their
time. It is they that watch and listen to everything we do and
say.

Frape. God help you, childl What are you saying? Souls?
‘What souls? The untarnished souls of the pure fly up to heaven
and repose in the brightness of Paradise,

LEYe. No, granny, they are among us. (In another tone.)
Granny, a person is born to a very long life. And if he dies

" before his time, what happens to his unlived life? To his joy
-+ and his sorrow? To the thoughts he was not given time to
think, to the deeds he was not given time to do? What happens
to the children he was not given time to have? Where does all
that go to? Where? (Thoughtfully.) There lived a young man

who had a lofty soul and a deep mind. A long life lay before
him. And suddenly, in an instant, his life was cut off, and stran-
gers came to bury him in strange earth. (In despair.) What hap-
pened to the rest of his life? To his words that were silenced,
to his prayers that were cut off? Granny, when a candle blows
out, it can be lit again and it burns to the end. How, then,
can the unconsumed candle of a h[e be put out forever? How
can that be?

Frave (shakes her head). You must not think about such
things, my child! The Lord knows what he is doing. And we
are blind. We know nothing.

(TeE MESSENGER approaches unnoticed and remains
standing close behind them.)

Lavr (not hearing ¥RADE. With conviction) . No, granny. No
human life goes to waste. If someone dies before his time, his
soul returns to the world to live out the span of his years, to
finish the undone deeds, to feel the unfelt joys and sorrows.
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(Pause.) Granny, you once told me that at midnight the dead
come to the synagogue to pray. Why do they come, if not to
finish the prayers they had no time to say? (Pause.) My mother
died in her youth. She had no time to live out all that she was
destined to. Today I will go to the graveyard and invite her to
join my father in leading me to the wedding canopy. And she
will come, and afterwards she will dance with me. And so it
is with all the souls that left the world before their time. They
are among us, but we do not sce them; we do not feel them.

o 17N2
-~ VD AIRIRY RI RN

(Quietly.) Granny, if you want to very much, you can see ' Y
them and hear their voices and understand their thoughts. I » 0N '
know. . . . (Pause. Points to the grave.) This holy grave, I've 7WIRD D '1‘7 ATIN A2 P NN L8 on

known it since I was a child. I know the bride and groom that

are buried there. I have seen them many times in my dreams ‘ _ 1oy ¥
and in my waking hours, and they are as dear to me as my

own kin. Young and handsome they were as they walked to be J(nena) RS \

wed. Before them stretched a long and lovely life. Suddenly : b

evil men appeared swinging their axes, and bride and groom
fell dead. Both were buried in a single grave so that they
might not be separated for all eternity. And at every wedding,
when there is dancing round the grave, they rise up and share
the joy of the bride and groom. (Gets up and walks to the
grave. FraDE, GITIEL, and BassiA follow her. She spreads her .
arms high)) Holy bride and groom! I invite you to my wed-
_ding! Come and stand near me under the canopy!

(4 merry musician’s march is heard. LEYE cries out in

fright and nearly falls.)

GrrreL (caiches her). Why did you get so frightened? The
groom must have arrived just now, and so they are greeting
him with music as he comes into town.

Bassia (eagerly) . I'm going to run ahead and steal a look at |
him. : .
GrrrEL. So am I. Then we'll come back and tell you what he | _ ' 3
looks like. Would you like that? :_ —_— ' © ) I i

Leve (shakes her head) . No. . ‘
Bassta. She’s bashful. Don't o ("3 13 noonop) 7 80
. Wi

anyone.
(They leave quickly. LEYE and FRADE return 10 the porch.) o S TR 4
T 09378 bak L pka Y maw oioR oonon mows
Tipps T onbabane nnR o ARwaw WO L DR BTN UKD LANa
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Frape. A bride always asks her girlfriends to steal a look at
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be bashful, silly. We won't tell

the groom and tell her whether he is fair or dark. A

MESSENGER (approaches) . Bridel «
Leve (shudders, turns). What is it? (Looks at him atten- .

tively.

MZ.‘S)SENGER. The souls of the dead do return to the world,
but not as disembodied spirits. Some souls must go through
several incarnations before they achieve purification. (LEYE
listens with increasing attention.) Sinful souls are transformed
into birds or beasts or fish or even plants, and they cannot at-
tain to purity by their own efforts alone. They must wait for a
Tsaddik, a righteous man, to release them and cleanse them.
And there are some souls that enter a mew-born body and
achieve purification by means of their own deeds.

Leve (trembling) . Tell me morel Tell me morel

MrssENGER. And there are wandering souls that find no rest.
These enter the living body of another as a dybbuk and thereby
attain purity. ' ‘

(He disappears. LEYE stands astonished. SENDER comes out
of the house.)

SexnpER. Why are you sitting here, child?

FRADE. She was bringing cheer to the poor who feasted here,
dancing with them, She overdid it and is resting up a while.

SenpER. Ohl Bringing cheer to the poor! That's a truly fine
thing to do. (Looks up at the sky.) Getting late. The bride-
groom and his party have arrived. Are you ready?

Frape, She must still go to the graveyard.

StNpER. Go, child, go to your mother’s grave. (Sighs)) Shed
all your tears there and invite your mother to the wedding. Tell
her that I want us both to lead our only daughter to the cere-
mony. Tell her that I have fulfilled every dying wish of hers.
1 have devoted my whole life to you alone. I have raised you
to be a virtuous Jewish girl. And now I give you in marriage

to a young man who is studious and God-fearing and comes
of a fine family. (Wipes away the tears and with bowed head
returns to the house. Pause.)
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Leve. Granny, at the cemetery, may I invite others to my
Ty annnn SR opomb amp obiyn neaa navann shao

wedding besides my mother?
- FrAbE. Only the near relations. Invite your grandfather Reb 7 XDR 7290 LKWV D DS

Ephraim, Aunt Mirele.

Lrve. I would like to invite someone . . . who is not related. .
Frape. It is forbidden, child. If you invite a stranger, the ' inniab)
other dead might take offense and do you harm. % .
. R20A MROIDID ;M2 DAYIPT anbwna °aa R pa

Leve. He is not a stranger. In our house, he was like one of
On aTIa DR L,07MER

us.
FrRADE (in @ low voice, frightened) . Oh, child, I am afraid.

They say he died an unnatural death. (LeYE weeps silently.) ! skl

There, there, don’t cry. Don't cry. Invite him. The sin be on )

me. (Reminds herself.) But I don’t know where his grave is, , : b

and it'’s not proper to ask. ) o 31‘1? WRY oo TAR TIY PPRINY 39
LevEe. I know where he is. , ’ _

« o i n R _ r

TrRADE (surprised) . How do you know?
Leve. I saw his grave in a drcam. (Closes her eyes thought- o ,
fully) And I saw him too, and he told me about himself . . . WM L0UTBE RY TP T ROR O1DINWI °na ,MOR
and asked me to invite him to the wedding. ym nbsbp 7Y
(GITTEL and BASSIA come running in.) . L AR 1
Bora. We saw him! We saw himl : R

Leve (shaken). Whom? Whom did you see? o , T L amd
GrrrEL. The bridegroom! He is dark. i ‘ : ‘
Bassia. No, he’s not. He's fair. ' g o e 8
Grrrer. Come, let's go look at him again. (They leave ‘ ) }'._Dm: T IPAN 2330 RO . RUT W D
quickly.) ‘ s . K
e ARenn)TE e

Leve (stands up). Granny, come to the cemetery.
TrapE (sadly) . Come, child. Okh, okh, okh. o

(LEYE throws a black shawl over her shoulders and goes LR IR PO TS CRR L Y LT (v nawes) TR0 “ ;

off with FRADE into the lane right. The stage remains un- % o by b s ry " pby: 7
occupied for a while. Music is heard. From the lane at left NI PR KL DR (aRens e nub) « oo LD 0 2 nagyYop
enter NAKHMAN, REp MENDEL, and MENASHE, a short, slight SR i1 L Bar (-paom) o 7190 "7;7 IR DA MBI . na oAk
youth, frightened, his eyes large and bewildered. After him, T e i3 RY—DWES WMMIp nR nyTe
his relatives, men and women, in festive dress. SENDER comes
out to welcome them.) S
SENDER (shakes hands with NARHMAN) . Sholem Aleichem and $IRD :

welcome. (They kiss. SENDER shakes hands with MENASHE and ' : ’

s ¢ 000 NI AR

kisses him. Shakes hands with the others) How was the trip,

Reb Nakhman? ) .
NArRHMAN. We had a hard and bitter journey, We lost the : TN

road and wandered about in the fields for a long time. Then we

blundered into a swamp and were nearly swallowed up. We : 19% 1w
barely escaped. I was even beginning to think that evil spirits, :
Heaven protect us, were at work to stop us from getting here. ¢ b
Still, in spite of everything, thank God, we arrived in time, !

SENDER. You must be tired. You probably want to rest up a SR IR DX (awsrd ey pevy) o bna M3ap “hK9
while. Lennnm by owrpmw wpar Lrmmx 5y by b woo on

NAKHMAN. No time to rest. We still have much to discuss con-
cerning our mutual obligations, depositing the dowry, the ex- |

penses of the wedding, and so on. :
Senper. Of course. (He puts his arm around NAKHMAN'S SPrannm nnks ) 103, ‘;un:‘

shoulder and they walk up and down the square talking
quietly.)
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Rep MENDEL (to MENASHE) . Remember, at the table you are | ’ 5 J(23nh) ‘7'131’3 ~

to sit still. Don’t move and keep your eyes down. And immedi- |
ately after the meal, as soon as the wedding bard calls out: | by ppovby L anbw onyna awn nbwn bR yBwY noon

« i ill deliver his oration,” tand up at .
The bridegroom will deliver his oration,” you stand up WS 0N pnpdh 9 .. ApANRAY R DD LR

once, climb up on a bench, and start talking in a loud voice
and with a proper chant. The louder you shout, the better. And . -~ by vym PR Dpn — 7 WSy jhnn ey ¢ nIan g

don’t be shy, Youhhe{lr?” In W %3 A2 L peam @ Ypa aweTa nx o 7oam booon
benasue (mechanically). 1 heat . . . (Quietly)) Rebbe, I'm Tang yDW wann S8 naws oy ooan by oo nanon

REs MENDEL (alarmed). What are you afraid of? You didn’t
forget your speech, did you?

MEeNAsHE, No, I remember my speech.

Rxs MENDEL. Well, then, what are you afraid of.

MEeNAsHE (with anguish). 1 don’t know. As soon as we left

< (o) PRI

co s R R 00239 (wenz) o ONyRw =

home, a great fear possessed me, The places we rode past were Gnm) Sy M
all strange to me. I have never seen so many strange people. '
Y'm afraid they're watching me, I'm afraid of their eyes. (Shud-
ders.) Rebbe, nothing frightens me so much as the glance of THUTI IR AU RRU 2akvn i
strangers’ eyes. )
A

Res MzenpeL. I'll charm the evil eye away from you.

MeNAsHE. Rebbe, I'd rather be alone, hidden somewhere in
a corner, and here I'm surrounded by strangers. I have to talk
with them, answer them. As though I were being led to the

o IRON AVTTA DR

gallowsl (With mystic terror)) Rebbel Above all I fear her, . Sy
the maiden! ' )
Res MEeNDEL. Pull y If together] Mast ;
ull yourself together]! Master your fears, or TR AR nobY

you might, Heaven forbid, forget your speech. Come, let’s go
into the inn and you can rehearse it again. (They start walking.)

MENASHE (sces the holy grave in front of him and seizes Res - ' LG e pne) ARaD
MENDEL's hand in terror) . Rebbel Look at thatl A grave in the - o d
middle of the strcetl : Oy mp Shy Yo pn b onwa L. P w%
(They stop and silently read the inscription. They stand a BN BWwIR Yitp R RY TR v npnn 8 pmp
whtle and go off into the lane left with bowed heads. SENDER, AR ORI ...20200 %hY pUpEd bW /25PN ND |, 5KS
NARHMAN, and the relatives go into the house. The poor o7e "1m by BILY MO MO PR 239 -(r%ann) Y — )

come out of SENDER's yard one after another, their sacks on

their shoulders, staff in hand; they cross the square sadly and e o o O
silently and disappear down the lane left. Some stop very L :
briefly.) S e
TALL PALE YouNe WoMAN. And now the dinner for the poor ( . e
[« 370 y0 97 wnbx o

has passed too, as though it never happened.

Orp WomMmAN witH A LiMp. Said they'd give a plate of soup,
too, but they didn’t.

HuncaeAckeEp OLp WoMaN. And the pieces of khale were so

(o wba) ki

B°2°Y0 anonb,mp b3 monb 13 xwnb sy 1219

small,

MaN oN Crurchrs. And he’s so rich! It wouldn’t have hurt vIh Lony  Savh by b 9

. ; oD o vk bap mam
him any to give us each a whole loaf! 1939 o (ovwho amps) o0 o193 In pyreab abws ... g .“I’JE‘;: ,

TaLL PALE YouNe WomaN, Could have given us a piece of
fowl as well. For the rich guests they prepared chickens and

ol 7910 89030 amR nek L Lhabw 08— bap sby awp
geese and stuffed turkeys. . 4 ; .

Brinp Orp WoMAN. What'’s the difference, When we die the : o '?"IJD ™
worms will get it all, Okh, okh, okh. ' S v :
(They leave slowly. The stage remains unoccupied a while. nR ,abs iay
THE MESSENGER crosses slowly and enters the synagogue. It AP nwn 18 tnoa By waina .l:" PRR" pin
begins to grow dark. The shopkeepers close their shops and . o (oen ooby) by RN o101 v
leave, Lights appear in the synagogue and in SENDER’s house. —
SENDER, GITTEL and BAsSIA appear on the porch and look ‘
around.) - Loe
SENDER (uneasy). Where is Leye? Where is Frade? What's %N ’
taking them so long at the cemetery? I hope nothing has hap- " ,'; Com 123 oo iy o ISP, "pi3 bit )
pened to them, Heaven forbid. '_ 1 9PY anannR wens BWPY B\pa) 1PPR YenRa 2p tar
GirrEL, Bassia. We'll go to meet them, Tens , msh pimy 9mp . wNY sbESY mwvmAs DBIPBS BV Pavpn
(Frave and Leve enter hurriedly from the lane at right.) IR AN DN e gstonaes by buseh owbn pumnen e
. FmE.IHuny, hurry, child! My, how late we arel Why did T Mo a0 by enbs pwhin ms Bbpey baens by pmewsan By
ave to listen to you? I'm afraid something dreadful might , ¥ o phepn ¢ 53’3,% Nab3 . B D;tﬁ a1

happen, Heaven forbid.
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SenpER. Well, here they are. What took you so long? 0

Women come out of the house.) _
W(SMEN. Bring in the bride to light the candles and recite the (B3 mIREs nEn p) HNnnann ﬂb'? Ly man

blessing. (They escort LEYE into the house.)

Fravr (quietly to GrrreL and Bassia). She fainted. It was ; qauCan
all T could do to revive her. I'm still shaking. )

f]zASZ_IA. She’s fastipg and must have grown faint from lack (v TN It monan) « M0 DP!?“H‘ll? nbs mit T"“
of food.

Grrrev. Did she cry much at her mother’s grave?
“ J(mnsy Seay) I

FRADE (waves her hand). Better not ask what happened
there! I'm terrified. ST MM YR oniavwn swpa . npbynd abpl
(4 chair is set up near the door. LEYE is led out and seated : o S :
lo receive the guests. Music plays. From the lane at left come .
NARHMAN, MeNAsHE, REB MENDEL, the relatives. MENASHE ’ . ~ oA
carries a bridal veil in both hands and approaches to throw it

over LEYe's face, THE MESSENGER comes out of the sync- ~wbn b coonn by g

i

gogue.) :

Leve (tears the veil from her face, jumps out of her seat, _ oy Lo
pushes MENASHE away and cries out). You are not my bride- ’ ) o i
grooml ‘ Ty q3p Yy mysv noown

(4 great commotion. Everyone surrounds Lzve.)
SENDER. (stunned). My child, my childl Leyel What's come , e T
over you? : B ¢ 7B

LeYe (tears herself away, dashes over to the grave, spreads _
her arms) . Holy bride and bridegroom, protect me! Save mel papan o sinh non owwn nnen bek) 103 Hwps Ty b
(She falls. People run over to her, pick her up. She looks arcund nEn bmp 5, jom owey e vann bt pavemy kb pe

wild-eyed and cries out in a strange, masculine voice.) A-al You
buried mel But I have come back to my destined bride, and I
will not leave her. (NARHMAN approaches Leve. She shouts
into his face.) Murderer!
NARHMAN (shuddering) . She has gone madl
MEssENGER. The bride has been possessed by a dybbuk.
(General consternation and commotion.)
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ACT III

(In Miropolye, at the home of REB AZRIELKE, the Tsaddik of . ‘
Miropolye. A large room. Right, a door leading to other rooms. vt b onbt pow by wan b by 9 s
In the middle of the rear wall, a door leading to the street. oo obobp nnen vy wen b e DTPA W Py pvanby
Benches on either side of the door. Extending almost the whole b Isn Ay by e e bab - upns Rewn | pnbn Wpa DY
length of the wall left, a wide table covered with a white cloth. TP3 R0MI— bW wRaa mbn mpws by p'hyy — jnben by mash
On the tfzble, pieces of khale piled up, to be used for reciting - BYINN MIRDS eD birsenb jnbw nbynb | WEP,Y PP PIM—T00
the blessing that begins a meal. At the head of the table, an Saam waam, pvon — ana Svpn nbbh e haw wyn
armc!zaz’r. In the right wall, past the door, a small Ark and S0 wapnste bwe nbnmanerms b me o b vbb aaty
reading stand. In front of these, a table, a sofa, several chauirs. p1ab Dawy  mvmk pvron vhy  navy meen by msnm noin

Saturday evening, soon after sundown. Hassidim in the room. R I R — w‘:N:H BT 1t T 'tmn oo i
Mixnow, the Rabbi’s aid, stands at the table and prepares the S3PUN Py mmaa b, sy ‘m; n. o D3 WP
piles of khale. THE MESSENGER is seated near the Ark, sur- ‘ ek yBw3 Bvanba BWII e
rounded by a group of Hassidim. Others are seated by them- o (vinn yyera , venb) 8 DR '
selves studying. FirsT and SrcoNp HAssip are standing in the
middle of the room neqr the small table. From the rooms with- o yOvh amy qne %0030 Mo =oon R NS

in, quiet singing: “God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”) ‘
H
Frrst Hassio, The stranger’s tales of wonder are positively =7 Dlj

frightening. It scares me to listen to them., , o - e
Stzconp Hassip. What's the matter? 3

- $0~-




First Hassip. They're full of subtleties beyond my under-
standing. They sound like the mystic teachings of Rabbi Nakh-
man of Bratslav. Who knows. . . .

Seconp Hassip, If the older Hassidim are listening, there’s
probably nothing ta worry about. (They join the group around
THE MESSENGER.)

Trirp Hassi. Tell us another!

MessENGER. It’s late, The time is short.

Fourta Hassio. Don't worry, The Rebbe won't be out so

soon.
MESSENGER  (narrates). At the edge of the world stands a

tall mountain, and on the mountain lies a great rock, and from -

the rock flows a clear spring. And at the other edge of the
world, there is the heart of the world; for each thing in the
world has a heart and the world as a whole has a great heart
of its own, And the heart of the world gazes always at the clear
spring and cannot have its fill of looking; and it longs and
yearns and thirsts for the clear spring, but it cannot take even
the slightest step toward it. For as soon as the heart of the world
stirs from its place, it loses sight of the mountain top with the
clear spring; and if the heart of the world cannot see the clear
spring even for a single instant, it loses its life. And at that
very moment the world begins to die. And the clear spring has
no time of its own, and it lives with the time that the heart
of the world grants it. And the heart grants it only one day. And
when the day wanes, the clear spring begins to sing to the
heart of the world. And the heart of the world sings to the
clear spring. And their singing spreads over the world and from
it issue gleaming threads that reach to the hearts of all things
in the world and from one heart to another, And there is a
man of righteousness and grace who walks about over the world
and gathers the gleaming threads from the hearts and out of
them weaves time. And when he weaves an entire day, he
gives it to the heart of the world, and the heart of the world

gives it to the clear spring. And the spring lives yet another -

day. :

Tumo Hassio. The Rebbe is coming!l (4il are silent. They
rise. REE AZRIELKE enters from the door right, a very old man
in a white kaftan and a shiraymel.*)

Rrp AzZrRIELKE (weary and deep in thought, he walks slowly
to the table, sinks heavily into the sofa. MIKHOL stands at his
right hand. The Hassidim seat themselves around the table. The
older ones sit on the benches; the younger ones stand behind
them. MiknoOL hands out the khale to the Hassidim. REs
AZRIELRE raises his head and in a soft quavering voice begins
to chant). “Here was the feast of King David the Messiah.”
(AU respond and each says grace over a piece of khale. They be-
gin singing softly a melody without words, mystic and sad.
Pause. REB AZRIELEE sighs deeply, rests his head on both hands,
and sits a while deep in meditation. Apprehension pervades the
silence. REB AZRIELKE raises his head and begins softly in a
quavering voice.) They tell about the holy Baal Shem, may
his merits protect us. (Brief pause.) Once there came to Mezhi-
buzh some fellows, acrobats they were, that do their tricks in
the street, They stretched a rope across the river and one of
them walked on the rope. And people came running from all
parts of the city to see this marvelous feat. The Baal Shem also
went down to the river and stood there along with everyone
else, watching the man who walked upon the rope. His students

were astonished at his presence and they asked him why he
had come to watch the tricks. The holy Baal Shem replicd: “I
came to watch so that I might sce how a man crosses a deep
abyss. And as I watched, I thought: If Man were to develop his
soul as carefully as he has developed his body, what deep
abysses might his soul not cross on the slender cord of lifel”
(He sighs deeply. Pause. The Hassidim exchange enraptured
glances.)
First Hasso. How loftyl
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Seconp Hassio, Wonder of wonders!

Turo Hassi. How beautifull )

Res AZRIELKE (softly to MIKHOL, who bends down to him).
There is a stranger present.

MikroL (looks around).
a student of Cabala too.

Res Azrisrxe. What is his mission here?

Migsor. I don’t know. Shall I ask him to leave?

Res Azmizikr. Heaven forbidl Quite the contrary, a stranger
should be received with honor. Give him a chair. (MIKHOL,
somewhat surprised, gives THE MESSENGER & chair. No one takes
note of it. REB AZRIELKE glances at oné of the Hassidim who is
singing @ mystic melody without words. Pause. REB AZRIELKE
as before.) God’s world is great and holy. The holiest land in
the world is the Land of Israel. In the Land of Israel the holiest
city is Jerusalem. In Jerusalem the holiest place was the Tem-
ple, and in the Temple the holiest spot was the Holy of Holies.
(Brief pause.) There are seventy peoples in the world. The
holiest among these is the Pcople of Israel. The holiest of the
People of Israel is the tribe of Levi. In the tribe of Levi the
holiest are the priests. Among the priests the holiest was the
High Priest. (Brief pause.) There are 354 days in the year.
Among these the holidays are holy. Higher than these is the
holiness of the Sabbath. Among Sabbaths, the holiest is the Day
of Atonement, the Sabbath of Sabbaths. (Brief pause.) There
are seventy languages in the world. The holiest is Hebrew.
Holier than all else in this language is the holy Torah, and in
the Torah the holiest part is the Ten Commandments. In the
Ten Commandments the holiest of all words is the name of
God. (Brief pause) And once during the year,
hour, these four supreme sanctities of the world were joined
with one another. That was on the Day of Atonement, when
the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies and there
utter the name of God. And because this hour was beyond
measure holy and awesome, it was the time of utmost peril

not only for the High Priest but for the whole of Israel. For if
in this hour there had, God forbid, entered the mind of the
. High Priest a false or sinful thought, the entire world wauld

- have been destroyed. (Pause.) Every spot where a man raises
his cyes to heaven, is a Holy of Holies. Every man, having been
created by God in His own image and likeness, is a High Priest.
Every day of a man'’s life is a Day of Atoncment, and every word
that a man speaks with sincerity is the name of the Lord. There-
fore it is that every sin and every wreng that a man coramits
prings the destruction of the world. (Ina trembling voice.) Hu-
man souls, through great anguish and pain, through many an
incarnation, strive, like a child reaching for its mother's breast,
to reach their source, the Throne of Glory on high. But it some-
times happens, even after a soul has reached exalted heights,
that evil suddenly overwhelms it, God forbid, and the soul stum-
bles and falls. And the more exalted it was, the deeper is the
abyss into which it falls. And when such a soul falls, a world is
destroyed, and darkness descends on all the holy places, and the
ten Sephiroth* mourn. (Pause, as though awakening.) My chil-
dren! Today we will cut short our repast of farewell to the Sab-
bath.
(A1l except MIksOL leave silently, deeply impressed by what
they have heard. Brief pause.)

MiHOL (approaches the table with uncertainty). Rebbel
(Rep Azrierke looks up at him wearily and sadly.) Rebbe,
Sender of Brinnits has come.

REB AZRIELKE (as if repeating) . Sender of Brinnits. I know.

MIknoL. A great misfortune has befallen him. His daughter
is possessed by a dybbuk, God have mercy on us.

REn AzrIELKE. Possessed by a dybbuk. I' know.

Mixsor. He has brought her to you.

He is a messenger and apparently
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REB AZRIELRE (as if to himself) . To me? To me? How could vy mby 2R o) D oy TINM o w0 25K L, 700K

he have come to me if the “me” in me is not here. vk P
MirsoL. Rebbe, all the world comes to you. DAY oW IRy
Reg Azrierke. All the world. A blind world. Blind sheep fol-

lowing a blind shepherd. If they were not blind they would o
come not to me but to Him who say “L"” to the only “I” in the
world. e o o Jnneb poown by b
MignoL, Rebbe, you are His messenger.,
REn Azrizrke. So says the world, but I do not know that, For , oL)R"'ITV ~
forty years I have occupied a rebbe’s seat, and I am not sure
to this very day whether I am a messenger of God, blessed be mOwBI MY IRE L .oaboRa e abiy L., by nbiyn
He. There are times when I feel my closeness to the All. Then B OB BRI T RY 005 DOTY A% IR .. W ayM MR
I have no doubts, Then I am firm and I have influence in the PSINT, N RYTW (,r/sm,, % wsw) ST DY DR DONYY YT
worlds above. But there are times when I do not feel sure with- : A T
in. And then I am small and weak as a child. Then I need help BT 2 PR
myself. i ,7 o
MixmoL. Rebbe, I remember, once you came at midnight and _ o NO'D
asked me to recite the Psalms with you. And then we recited <@ ‘
them and wept together the whole night through. ' ‘ YD anK 13
Rep Azrierxr. That was once. Now it is even worse. (With
o trembling voice) What do they want of me? I am old and s 1 ) S
weak. My body needs rest; my spirit thirsts for solitude. Yet BPIM AT 372 mua R ban Loy oK -

the misery and the anguish of the world reach out to me. Every
plea pierces me as a needle does the flesh. And I have no more ,

strength. I cannotl

DRI DR LYTY PR PTYI M K0S by avy sax mw -
PyB whaam 8w nyw wr Lo 8w I3 ovipa Yo webe

MignoL (frightened) . Rebbel Rebbel o
Res Azmgmgz (Sobb)z-ng>. I can go o further! I cannot go - wbe b v gy anway Movas , w2 ovpnb nanp
ond Paryw amka oobua oy cnipbo b | meavbyn msbiya
1 MmHoL.'I%ebbelfYotéér'l;:‘st HOtdf%rglet that ?ﬂhin% y}(iu stlalng TR PIOND IR I L0103 IRD whm 0P IRV DYV we
ong generations of tsaddikim and holy men. Your father, Re .
Itchele of blessed memory, your grandfather the renowned 3 o TYDY PANT PIY B3y Cak ARy mywa
scholar Reb Velvele the Great, who was a pupil of the Baal : '
Shem. . . . e TROD
Rrep AZRIELRE (recovers) . My forebears. . . . My saintly father,
who three times had a revelation from Elijah; my uncle Reb
Meyer Ber, who used to ascend to heaven in his prayers; my B el
grandfather, the great Reb Velvele, who resurrected the dead. '
\Turns to MirMoL, his spirits restored.) Do you know, Mikhol, : s (hy22) 53"\71) M
that my grandfather, the great Reb Velvele, used to exorcise a j
dybbuk without either holy names or incantations, with merely °. ' A0 790% ank oo
a command." With a single command! In my times of need I ' : '
turn to him and he sustains me, He will not forsake me now. ;'7}::*}3
Call in Sender. ! 4
S (MigHOL lez;zvfzs and rzt'ums with lequER.l) . K9ph awp wpay abbi nivna smab san ka3 nnw oy
ENDER (stretching out his arms imploringly) . Rebbe, have : 920 75N 4 abba b WRIP 1R . Y 0y

pityl Help me! Save my only child!

Res Azrirrre. How did the misfortune occur?

SENDER. In the midst of veiling the bride, just as. . .,

Rep AZRIELRE (interrupls him). That's not what I'm asking.
What could have caused the misfortune? A worm can penetrate
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a fruit only when it begins to rot. IR JPY 70DYD DUWPAD BIN %33 B (, paan by
o 1 s . " ’ J P:) oo, IRD
Senpir. Rebbel My child is a God-fearing Jewish daughter.
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ReB AzrIELRE. Has the dybbuk been asked who he is and why ' o .'m!‘;w "
he has taken possession of your daughter? : e o :
Scnprr, He does not answer. But by his voice he was recog- : L ‘?"‘7“‘3*‘ y3 oy ghaav v
nized as a student of our yeshiva who some months ago died .

quite suddenly in the synagogue. He was meddling with Cabala D
and came to grief. . )
Rrep Azrierke. By what powers? £ : oo 120N Sy '7:1,72.1 MU LINY "3 hXYD SR
SeNDER. They say, by evil spirits. Some hours before his death : : ' = ‘
he told a fellow student that one should not wage war against : ’ L‘R"")]‘V “ .
sin and that in evil, heaven protect us, there is a spar}c o£ ' s
i i ¢els o ; : ;
ggll&x.less. He even wanted to use magic to get two barr 2 ahmas a2 bII mB%Y RV D tonp .
ReB AzrieLrE. You knew him? to .
SENDER. Yes, he ate regularly at my house. - : D

Rep Azrierxe (looks attentively at SENDER.)) Did you per- , : ‘
haps in any way cause him grief or shame? Try to remember. IR L =B iR 1A - B b LT bipin opb BRI LTI E LT

SenpEr. I don’t know. I don’t remember. (In despair.) D ppyw oW a1sb npy b 720093 T8 ‘ )
Rebbe, I'm only human, after all. (Pause.) o _ L, yann nba :' oy ; '7: : R;m aw:
REeB AzrIELRE. Bring in the girl. » ' ‘ P2 POY « WYMI=naa npwn.

(SENDER leaves and returns immediately with FRADE, both ) :

leading LevE by the hand. She stops stubbornly at the o o g ‘JN"IW- "

threshold and refuses to enter.) ' : . . .

SENDER (fearfully) . Leye dearest, have pity. Don’t shame me “pg " o 70 s by
before the Rebbe. Go in. B : S . iz,

FrapE. Go in, Leyele. Go in, my dove. ’ ) - ’

LzvE. I want to enter but I cannot! ¢ 11D .

Rrer Azrerre. Maidenl I command you to enter. (LEYE ' . “' j
crosses the threshold and goes to the table.) Sit down. ; ;mb 309 IR MYY L R AIRINDI D oy by

Leve (sits down obediently. Suddenly she springs up and I;:’— v wwy L bwnn by onbnb PR ,Y9an0 Tnxd pnN’".
gins to shout in a voice not hers). Let me gol I refusel (She P ' : ,
tries to run. SENDER and FRADE restrain her.) B _‘n, N n: RETY b . 178 qanm MR RIWOI D3 ferTp
' ReB AzriELkE. Dybbuk, I command you to say who you are. Pty Tiiaes 30T MIRGD mvan. onw DDYIIUP by, |

Leye (Dyesux). Rebbe of Miropolye! You know who I am, o . - i i
but I do not wish to reveal my name before others. = Sy ™~ '

REeB Azrierke. I do not ask your name. I ask, who are you? .

Leve (DyBBUK) (softly). I am one of those who sought new # TR nyTen
roads. .
opI;En AzrirLRE. Only he seeks new roads who has lost the right ' . 1D ’

Leve (DvyeBuk). That road is toco narrow. »unbY by box xin

Rrep Azricrre. That was said by one who did not return. _ v
(Pause.) Why did you enter into this maiden? (s Y03 ppy bsnon) 5}{*‘17;} ~

Leye (Dybsug). I am her destined bridegroom,
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Res Azrierke., Our holy Torah forbids the dead to abide
among the living.

Leye (Dysnux). I am not dead.

Rep Azrieike. You departed from our world and you are
forbidden to return to it until the great ram’s horn is sounded.
Therefore, I command you to leave the body of this girl so that
a living branch of the eternal tree of Israel may not wither
and die,

Leve (DvmBur) (shouting). Rebbe of Miropolye, I know
how powerful, how invincible you are. I know that you can
command the angels and the seraphim, but you cannot sway
me. I have nowhere to gol For me every road is blocked, every
gate is shut, and everywhere evil spirits lie in wait to consume
me. (With a trembling voice.) There are heaven and earth,
there are worlds without number, but not in a single one is
there a place for me. And now that my anguished and harried
soul has found a haven, you wish to drive me forth. Have pity.
Do not conjure or compel me.

Rep Azrierke. Wandering soul, I feel great pity for you, and
I will try to release you from the destroying angels. But you
must leave the body of this girl. '

Leve (DyBBUK) (with firmness). I will not leave. ;

Res AzrieLxE. Mikhol, summon a minyan from the syna-

_gogue. (MixkuoL leaves and soon returns followed by ten Jews,
who take their places at one side of the room.) Sacred congre-
gation, do you give me the authority in your name and with
your power to expel from the body of a Jewish maiden a spirit
who refuses to leave of his own free will?

ArL TEN MEN. Rebbe, we give you the authority in our name
and with our power to expel from the body of a Jewish maiden
a spirit who refuses to leave of his own free will.

Rrp AzriELkE. (rising). Dybbuk! Soul of one who left our
world, in the name and with the authority of a holy congrega-
tion of Jews, I, Azriclke ben Hadas, command you to lcave
the body of the maiden Leye bas Khanne and in leaving not to
harm her nor any other living creature. If you do not obey my
command, I will proceed against you with anathema and excom-

‘munication, with all the powers of exorcism and with the whole
might of my outstretched arm. If, however, you obey my com-
mand, I will do all in my power to reclaim your soul and drive
off the spirits of evil and destruction that surround you.

Leve (Dysnuk) (shouting). I do not fear your anathemas
and excommunications and I do not believe in your assurances!

There is no power in the world that can help mel There is no
more exalted height than my present refuge and there is no
darker abyss than that which awaits me. I will not leavel

Rep AzriELkE. In the name of Almighty Ged I charge you for
the last time and command you to lcave. If you do not, I ex-
communicate you and give you over into the hands of the
destroying angels.

(4 fearful pause.)

Leve (Dyssuk). In the name of Almighty God, I am joined
with my destined bride and I will not part from her forever.

Rep Azrierke. Mikhol, have white robes brought in for all
those present. Bring seven ram’s horns and seven black candles.
Then take from the Holy Ark seven Sacred Scrolls. (dwesome
pause while MIKHOL goes out and returns with the ram’s horns
and black candles. He is followed by THE MESSENGER carrying
the white robes.)

MESSENGER (counts the robes). There is one extra robe.
(Looks around.) Perhaps someone is missing here? -
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Res AzrieLkE (worried as though reminding himself). In

order to excommunicate a Jewish soul, permission must be ob-
. tained from the rabbi of the city, Mikhol, for the present put

away the horns, the candles, and the robes. Take my staff, go
to Rabbi Shimshon and ask him to come here as quickly as
possible, (MirHoOL gathers up the horns and candles and leaves
with THr MESSENGER, who is carrying the robes. To the ten
men.) You may go, for the present. (They leave. Pause. Ren
AZRIELKE raises his head.) Sender]! Where are the groom and his
party staying?

SenpER. They remained at my house in Brinnits for the Sab-
bath.

Ren Azrizrke. Send a rider to inform them in my name that
they are to stay there and await my command.

SENDER, I'll send a rider at once.

Ren Azrierxe. In the meantime you may go out and take the
girl into the next room.

Leve (awakens, in her own voice, trembling) . Granny! I am
afraid. What will they do to him? What will they do to me?

. FrapE. Don’t be afraid, my child. The Rebbe knows what
he is doing. He won't harm anyone. The Rebbe cannot do any
harm. (She and Senprr lead LEYE into the next room.)

REB AZRIELRE (sits sunk deep in meditation. As though
awakening) . And even if it has been otherwise decided in the
" worlds above, I will reverse that decision.

- (RED SHIMSHON enters.) |

. Rep SmiMsHON. May the week ahead be a good one, Rebbe.*

REn AzrIELKE. A good week to you, too, Rabbi, and a good
year.* Please sit down. (REB SHiMsHON sits down.) I have trou-
bled you because of a most important matter. A Jewish girl has
been possessed by a dybbuk, may God have mercy, and nothing
will induce him to leave. Therc remains only the last resort, to
expel him by excommunication. I thercfore ask your consent,
and the good deed of saving a soul will be yours.

Ree SuiMsHON. Excommunication is a bitter enough punish-
ment for the living. How much more terrible for the dead. But
as long as there is no other way and so godly a man as you con-
siders it necessary, I delegate to you my authority. But I must
first reveal to you, Rebbe, a secret that has a bearing on the
matter,

Rep Azrierke. Please do.

Rrs SmiMsitoN. You may remember, Rebbe, a young man
trom Brinnits, Nissen ben Rivke, a student of Cabala, who was
a Hassid of yours about twenty years ago.

Rep Azrizire. He left for some distant place and died there,

RrB SHiMsHON. Yes. Well this very Nissen ben Rivke came to
me in my dreams three times last night and demanded that I
summon Sender of Brinnits to a trial before a rabbinical court.

Run AzrieLke, What claims has he against Sender?

Rep SurmsHoN. He did not say. He only charged that Sender
had spilled his blood.

Rep Azrierke. If a Jew has a case against another and
demands a trial, a rabbi cannot, of course, refuse. Especially
whin the accuser is deceased and can therefore appeal to the
Throne of Glory itself. But docs this have a bearing on the
matter of the dybbuk?
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REB SHMsHoN. It does. I have heard that the deceased young
‘man who entered as a dybbuk into Sender’s daughter was the
son of Nissen ben Rivke. There is also talk of an obligation that
Sender had to Nissen which he did not fulfill. .

Res AzrieLkr (thoughtful a while) . In that case I will post-
pone the exorcism of the dybbuk until tomorrow noon. In the
morning, God willing, right after prayers we will ensure that
your dreams are for good, and you will summon the .deceased to
a trial. Afterwards, with your authority I will drive out the
dybbuk.

Res SmiMsnon. Inasmuch as a trial between the living and
the dead is difficult and unusual, I would ask you, Rebbe, to
consent to be the chief judge and to conduct the trial.

ReB AZRIELRE. I accept. Mikholl (MIRHOL enters)) Have the
girl brought in. (SENpER and FRADE bring in LEYE, who sits
with eyes shut tight.) Dybbuk, I give you half a day’s time,
till tomorrow noon. If you will not leave within the designated
time and of your own free will, I will, with the authority of the
rabbi of the city, expel you by the bitter force of excommuni-
cation. (Pause. SENDER and FRADE start to lead LEYE out.)
Sender! Remain here a while. (FRADE leads LEYE out.) Sender!
Do you remember your friend of years ago, Nissen ben Rivke?

SENDER (frightened). Nissen ben Rivke? He died. . . .

ReB AzrIELKE. Know, then, that last night he appeared three
times in dreams before the Rabbi of the City. (Points to Ren
SumsuoN.) And he demanded that you be summoned to trial
to answer his charges.

SENDER (staggered) . Me? A trial? Heaven help mel What docs
he want of me? What should I do, Rebbe?

Rep AzrizLke. I do not know what his accusations are, but
you must accept the summons.

SenpER. I will do as you say. :

Rep AzriELkE (with a different tone). Send the swiftest
horses to Brinnits immediately and instruct the bridegroom and
his party to be here before noon tomorrow, so that the marriage
can take place as soon as the dybbuk leaves.

SzNpER. Rebbe, what if they no longer approve of the match
and refuse to come?

(THE MESSENGER appears in the doorway.)

Res AzrizLke (with authority) . Let them be told that I have
commanded it. But see that the bridegroom is here in time.

MEssENGER. The bridegroom will be here in time,

(The clock strikes twelve.)

ACT IV

(Same room as Act II. In place of the long table at left, a
smaller one, closer to the footlights. Behind it, in prayer shawl
and phylacteries, are REB AZRIELKE, seated in an armchair, and
two other judges in ordinary chairs. REB SHIMSHON stands beside
the table, MixuoL stands at a distance. They finish saying o
prayer to ensure that a dream is good, not evil.)

Rep SmrMsHoN. My dream was good. My dream was good.
Rep Azrieike, FIrsT AND, SECOND Jupcrs (fogether). Your
dream was good. Your dream was good. Your dream was good.
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REB AZRIELKE. Rabbi, now that we have turned your dream
to good, sit with us as a judge. (REB SHIMSHON seats himself at
the table beside Rep AzrIELKE) Now we shall notify the de-
‘ceased to be present at the trial. But first I shall mark a circle
beyond whose margin he shall be powerless to pass. Mikholl
Hand me my staff. (MiknoL hands him the staff. REB AZRIELKE
rises from his place and in the left corner of the room he de-
scribes a circle with his staff, from left to right. He returns to
his seat at the table)) Mikhol, take my staff and go to the ceme-
tery. And when you pass its gates close your eyes and feel your
way with the staff. And stop at the first grave-that the staff
touches. And striking the grave three times with the staff, speak
these words: “Blameless Departed! Azrielke, the son of the great
Tsaddik Reb Itchele of Miropolye, sent me to ask your pardon
for disturbing your rest, and he commands you to inform the
blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke, by ways known to you,
that the just tribunal of Miropolye calls upon him to come at
once and with all haste to a trial and asks him to wear the same
garb in which he was interred.” Say this three times. Then turn
about and retrace your steps. And pay no heed, no matter what
shouts and cries and calls you hear behind you. And do not let
my staff slip from your grasp even for a moment, or you will
be in great peril. Go, and may God watch over you, for no harm
comes to those who are sent on a virtuous errand. Go, but first
send in two men to make a partition for the deccased. (MIKIIOL
leaves. Two men enter with a sheet. They screen off, to the

floor, the whole left corner of the room and leave.) Call in Sen-
der. (SENDER enters.) Sender, have you done what I told you
to? Did you dispatch horscs to bring the groom and his party?
Senper. I sent the swiltest horses, but they have not yet ar-
rived,
Res AzrIELKE. Send a messenger out to meet them and say
that they are to drive with utmost speed.

SenpER. I will do so. (Pause.)
Res Azrierkr. Sender! Word has been sent to the blameless

deceased Nissen ben Rivke that this court calls him to appear
in his case against you. Will you accept our verdict?

Senprr. I will.

Res Azrierke, Will you carry out our decision?

Senper. I will carry it out.

Res AzrieLKE. Step back and stand at the right.

SenpER. Rebbel I remember now. Nissen must be calling me

to trial over a vow we took. But I am not at fault in the matter.

ReB AzrieLkr, Tell it later, after the plaintiff has stated his
grievances. (Pause.)) Soon there will appear among us a man
from the True World so that we may judge between him and
one who is from our world of illusion. (Pause.) A trial such as
this is proof that the laws of the Holy Torah rule all worlds and
all creatures and are obligatory for the dead as for the living.
(Pause.) A trial such as this is most awful and fearsome. i1t is
watched by all Holy Places. And should this court, Heaven for-
bid, deviate by a hair from the law, there would be a protest
in the Celestial Court itself. We must, therefore, approach such
a trial with awe and terror, awe . . . and terror. (Looks around
anxiously, as he speaks. His eye stops at the curtain and he stops
talking. A fearful silence.)
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TirsT JUDGE (to the second, in a frightened whisper) . He 18
here, I think.

StcoND JupGe (in the same tone) . I think he is.

Rzp SuimsHoN. He is here.

Res AzriELkE. Blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke, this just
tribunal decrces that you may not step beyond those bounds
and that partition that it has assigned to you. (Pause.) Blame-
less deceased Nissen ben Rivke, this just tribunal commands you
to state your claims and grievances against Sender ben Henye.
(Terrifying pause. All listen as though petrified.) .

FirsT Junce (as before) . He is answering, I think.

Seconp Jupcr. I think he is.

Frst Junce. I hear a voice, but I hear no words.

Seconp Jupce. I hear words, but I hear no voice.

REB SHIMSHON ({0 SENDER) . Sender ben Henye, the blameless
deceased Nissen ben Rivke states his claim saying that in your
youth you were students in the same yeshiva and that your souls
were bound together in loyal friendship. You were both married
in the same week. Later, when you both met at the Rebbe’s
house during the High Holy Days, each of you pledged that if
his wife should conceive and bear a child, the one a girl the
other a boy, the children would wed.

SENDER (in a irembling voice) . Yes, it was so.

Res SrrMsion. The blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke
states further that soon thereafter he departed for a distant
town. There his wife bore a son and at the same time your wife
bore a daughter. And soon after that he died. (Brief pause.)
In the True World he learned that his son was blessed with a
lofty soul and was rising to ever greater heights. And the father’s
heart was joyful and proud. And he saw further that when his
son grew older, he went out into the world and travelled from.
place to place, from country to country, from city to city, for
his soul was drawn to her for whom his soul was destined. And
he came to the city where you live, and entered your house and
sat at your table. And his soul was united with the soul of your
daughter. But you were rich and Nissen's son was poor. And you
turned your gaze from him and sought other matches for your
daughter among families of wealth and station. (Brief pause.)
And Nissen saw how his son was plunged into despair and went
wandering off into the world, seeking ncw ways. And the fa-
ther’s heart was filled with fcar and sorrow. And the Powers of
Blackness, perceiving the despairing youth, spread their nets
for him and captured him and took him from the world before
his time, and his soul wandered homelessly until it entered as
a dybbuk into the body of its destined bride. (Brief pause.)
Nissen ben Rivke declares: with the death of his son he was cut
off from both worlds, with none to bear his name or say 2
prayer for his soul. His light has been put out forever; the crown
of his head has rolled down into the abyss. And he asks the just
tribunal to judge Sender in accordance with the law of our
Holy Torah, for spilling the blood of Nissen’s son and of his
son’s children and their children to the end of time. (Terrify-
ing silence. SENDER s0bs.)

Rep Azrierkr. Sender ben Henye. Did you hear the charges
of the blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke? What have you to
say in your defense?

SENDER. I cannot open my mou
my defense. But I beg my old comra
for I did nothing out of ill will. Soon after our vow, Nissen
departed and I did not know whether his wife bore a child
nor whether it was a boy or a girl. Then I learned that he had
died. Further news of his family I had none, and gradually I

forgot.
Ren AzriELKE. Why did you not inquire? Why did you not

investigate?
SenpEr. It is customary for the boy's family to take the first
steps. And so I thought that if a son had been born to Nissen,
he would have informed me. (Pause.)
Rre SmiMsHON. Nissen ben Rivke asks, why, when his son
was received into your home and sat at your table, did you
never inquire of him who he was and whence he came?
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senpzr. T do not know. I do not remember. But I swear that
1 was always drawn to take the youth for my son-in-law. That
is why, whenever a match was proposed, I st such hard condi-
tions that the groom’s father would never agree to them. That
is how three proposals fell through. But this time the relatives
insisted. . . . (Pause.)

Rxs SumvsHoN. Nissen ben Rivke declares that deep in your
heart you recognized his son, and therefore you were afraid
to ask who he was. You sought for your daughter a life of riches
and of ease and therefore you thrust his son into the abyss.

(SENDER weeps softly hiding his face. Heavy pause. MikHOL
comes in and returns the staff to the Rebbe.)

Rep AZRIELRE (speaks softly with REB SHIMSHON and the
other two judges. Arises, takes his staff in hand). This just
tribunal has heard both sides and now delivers its verdict as
follows: Whereas it is not known whether at the time of the
vow between Nissen ben Rivke and Sender ben Henye their
wives had conceived; and whereas according to our Holy Torah,
an agreement is not binding that pertains to a thing not yet
created, we cannot, therefore, conclude that Sender was obliged
to fulfill the pledge. Since, however, the pledge was accepted
in the Sacred Precincts and the thought was implanted in the
heart of Nissen ben Rivke’s son that Sender ben Henye’s
daughter was his destined bride; and since Sender’s subsequent
actions led to great misfortunes for Nissen ben Rivke and his
son, therefore this just tribumal decrees that Sender should
give away half his wealth to the poor and that as long as he
lives he should, on the anniversary of the death of Nissen ben
Rivke and of his son, light a memorial candle and recite the
mourner’s Kaddish for them as though they were his own

children. (Pause.) This just tribunal asks the blameless
deceased Nissen ben Rivke to forgive Sender with full forgive-
ness. And it further asks him to command with the full author-
ity of a father that his son leave the body of the maiden Leye
bas Khanne so that a branch of the fruitful tree of Israel may
not wither. And for that the Almighty will manifest his grace to
Nissen ben Rivke and to his homeless son.

ArL, Amen! (Pause.)
ReB AzrIELKE. Blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke, did you

hear our verdict? Do you accept it? (Terrifying pause.) Sender
ben Henye, did you hear our verdict? Do you accept it?

SenpERr. Yes, I accept.

Rep Azrierke. Blameless deceased Nissen ben Rivke. The
trial between you and Sender ben Henye is over. Now you must
return to your place of rest. And we decree that on the way you
harm neither man nor other living creature. (Pause.) Mikhol
Have the partition removed and let water be brought.
“(MixHOL calls in two men who remove the curtain. REB
AzripLre describes with his staff a circle on the same spot as
before only from right to left. A basin and dipper are brought
in. All wash.) Sender! Has the bridegroom’s party arrived?

SeNDpER. There has been no sound of their arrival.
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Res Azrierke. Send a second rider to meet them and have

them drive the horses as hard as possible. Arrange for the
‘wedding and the musicians, Have the bride dressed in her
wedding-gown so that as soon as the dybbuk leaves she may be
led to the ceremony. What will be done will be finished.
(SENDER leaves. REB AZRIELKE removes his phylacteries and

folds up his prayer shawl.)

Res SumMsHoN (softly to the judges). Did you understana
that the deceased did not forgive Sender?

FirsT AND SECOND JUDGES (softly. Frightened) . We did.

Res SumvsuoN. Did you understand that the deceased did
not accept the verdict?

Jupces. We did.

Rep SHiMsHON. Did you notice that he did not reply “Amen”
to Reb Azrielke’s words?

Junces. Yes, we noticed that,

Res SurmsuoN. It is a very bad omen.

Jupeses. It is indeed!

Rre SuiMsHON. See how agitated Reb Azrielke is. His hands
are trembling. (Pause.) We have done our part. Now we may

leave. (The judges leave silently and unnoticed. REB SHIM-

SHON prepares to leave too.)

Rep AzriELXE. Rabbi, remain here till the dybbuk leaves. I
‘should like you to perform the marriage ceremony. (REn SHim-
sioN sighs and, head bent, sits down to a side. Oppressive
pause.) God in Heaven! Hidden and wonderful are your ways.
But the way on which I go is illuminated by light from the

flame of Your sacred will. And I will not deviate from it,

neither to the right nor to the left. (Raises his head.,) Mikhol,
have you prepared everything?
MikHoL. Yes, Rebbe.

Rep AzrieLke. Have the maiden brought in. (SENDER end |
FRrADE bring in LEYE, in a white wedding-gown with a black cape |

around her shoulders. They seat her on the sofa. REB SHIMSHON

sits down near Rep AzriELRE,)) Dybbuk, in the name of the
rabbi of the city, seated here, in the name of a holy congrega-

tion of Jews, in the name of the Great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, |
1, Azrielke ben Hadas, command you for the last time to depart |

from the body of the maiden Leye bas Khanne,
Leve (DvBBUK) (determined). I will not leavel

REs AzriELKE. Mikhol, call in the men and bring the white |
robes and the rams’ horns and the black candles. (MiknoL
leaves and returns with fifteen men, among them, THE MESSEN- |

GER. They bring in the robes, horns, and candles.) Bring forth |

the Scrolls! (MikxoL removes seven Holy Scrolls and distributes

them among seven men. He distributes seven horns.) Stubborn

spirit, since you are not humble unto our command, I give you -

over into the power of the higher spirits to expel you by force,
Blow tekiah. (They blow tekiah.)

Leve: (DyBBUK) (tears herself from her place, tosses about,
shouting) . Let me gol Do not drag me! I will not! I cannot
leavel

Rep AzrieLxe. Since the higher spirits cannot conquer you,
I give you over into the power of the middle spirits, those who
are neither good nor evil. Let them, by whatever cruel means
are at their disposal, tear you out. Blow shvorim. (They blow
shvorim.) '

Leve (Dyesuk) (with failing strength). My grief is great.
All the powers of the world have risen up against mel I am torn
by the most terrible of spirits who know no mercy. Against me
are arrayed the souls of the great and the just, my father's
soul among them, and they command me to leave. But as long
as a single spark of strength flickers within me, I will resist
them and remain.

Rep AzRIELKE (to himself). It must be that some mighty

power is aiding him! (Pause)) Mikhol! Let the Scrolls be
returned to the Ark. (They do-so.) Cover the Ark with a black
curtain. (MIKHOL does so.) Light the black candles. (They do
so0.) Let all don the white robes. (4!l do so, including Res
AzrIELRE and REB SHIMSHON. RrB AZRIELKE rises, raises his
hand high. In a loud and terrifying voice.) Rise up, Oh Lordl
And let thine enemies be dispersed and scattered before Thee.
Like smoke let them be dispersed! Thou sinful and stubborn
spirit, with the power of Almighty God and with the authority
of the Holy Torah, I Azrielke ben Hadas, do sunder every
thread that binds you to the living world and to the body and
soul of the maiden Leye bas Khanne! .
Leye (DyBBUK) (cries out). Woe is mel
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Res Azrierxe. And I declare you excommunicated from all
of Israel. Terua!

MEsseNGER. The last spark was fused into the flame,

Leve (DysBUR) (feebly). I can struggle no more,

(They start to blow terua.)

Ren AzrIELRE (quickly silencing the horns. To Lrve). Do
you submit?

Leve (DYBBUR) (in a dead voice). 1 submit.

Rep Azrierke. Do you promise of your own free will to
depart from the body of the maiden Leye bas Khanne and
never to return to it?

Leye (DyBBuk) (as before). I promise,

Res Azrierke. By the same power and authority by which I.
excommunicated you, I now revoke that excommunication,
(To Mixnor.) Put out the candles and remove the black cur.
tain, (MiknoL does so.) Remove the horns. (Mixnov gathers |
them up.) And let those who came to assist remove their robes
and leave. (The fourteen men remove their robes and leave
with THE MESSENGER and MIKHOL. REB AZRIELKE raises his |
hands high.) Lord of the Universe! God of compassion and of |
gracel Behold the great anguish of this tortured and homeless
soul whom the sins and errors of others caused to stumble,
Avert Thine eyes from its sins and let its previous good deeds,
its present torments, and the merits of its forebears rise up to

‘Thee like a vapor. Lord of the Universe, sweep from its path
all angels of destruction and in Thy palaces prepare for it
eternal rest. Amen,

ALrL, Amen.

. Leve (DvBBUK) (trembling violently) . Recite the Kaddish
for me. My appointed time runs cut] ,

Rrp AzriErkE. Sender! Say Kaddish first, _

SeNpER. Yisgadal veyiskadash shmey rabo. Bolmo di vro
khirusey. ..,

(The clock strikes twelve.) )

Leve (Dysuk) (springs up). A-ayl (Falls to the sofa as in a
aint.

4 RJ:x)s Azrizire. Lead the bride to the wedding canopy.
(MixnoL runs in.) :

MikHOL (very upset). The second rider just returned, He
says the bridegroom’s carriage broke a wheel and they are all
walking. But they’re quite near, on the hill. You can see them
from here.

ReB AzRIELRE (astomished). Let be what must bel (To |
SenpER.) Let the old woman remain here with the bride while
the rest of us proceed to welcome the groom. (With his staff ke
draws a circle around LEYE from left to right. Removes his
white robe, hangs it near the door, and leaves, staff in hand,
followed by SENDER and MiknoL, Long bause.)
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Leve (awahens. In a feeble voice) . Who is here with me?
Is that you, Granny? Granny? I am so sad. Help me. Rock me to
sleep,

FEADE (caresses her). Do not be sad, sweet child. Let the
Tartar be sad, and the black tom cat, and let your heart be light
as a feather of down, as a puff that is blown, as a flake of white
snow, and may holy cherubim cradle you in their wings.

(4 wedding march is heard.)

Lryr (trembling, seizes FrapE’s hand). Do you hear? They
are going to dance around the holy grave so that the dead bride
and groom may rejoice! ‘ ‘

Frape. Do not tremble, child, Don’t be afraid. You are
guarded by a great watch, a mighty watch. Sixty giants with
drawn swords protect you from mishap, Our holy patriarchs
and matriarchs protect you from the evil eye. (Gradually falls
into sing-song rhymes.)

‘Soon you will be led to the wedding canopy.
Happy and blessed will that hour be.

Your mother, virtuous and wise,

Walks forth from Paradise,

From Paradise. _

On her robes are gold and silver.

Two little angels come to greet her,

Come to greet her.

They stand on either side

To the left and to the right,

“Khannele mine, Khannele fine,
Why on your gown do gold and silver shine?”
And Xhannele answers them thus and so:
“My joy is great. Why should my gown not glow?
My only child, the crown of my head,
Is this day to her wedding led.”
“Khannele mine, Khanncle fine,
Then why is there pain in those eyes of thine?”
And Khannele answers them thus and so:
“Should my heart not grieve, should it not feel woc?
Strangers to the wedding lead the bride,
‘While I in sadness stand on a side.”
_ Soon to the canopy they will lead her.
Young and old will come to greet her.
Elijah will come and ‘take the great goblet in his hand,
And recite a blessing for the entire land.
Amen and amen.
(Falls asleep. Long pause.) ;

LEYE (eyes shut tight. Sighs deeply. Opens her eyes). Who
sighs here with such sadness?

Knonnon's Voice. I do.

Lzyz. I hear your voice, but I cannot see you.

KronNon's Voice. A forbidden circle rings you round.

LeyE. Your voice sounds as sweet to me as the weeping of a
violin on a silent night. Tell me, who are you?

Kuonnon's Voice. 1 have forgotten. Only in your thoughts
can I remember myself.

Leye. I remember now. [My heart was drawn to you as to a
bright star. On silent nightsT have shed sweet tears, and always
in my dreams I saw a figure. Was that you?

Kronnon’s Voice. It was.

Lrve. I remember now. Your hair was soft, and it glistened
as though with tears, and your eyes were sad and gentle, Long

N

and slender were your fingers. Day and night I thought of you.’

(Pause. Sadly.) But you went away and my light was put out
and my soul withered. And like a desolate widow was I when
a strange man approached. Then you returned and in my heart

bloomed a life of death and a joy of sorrow. Why have you for-
saken me again?

Krionnon's Voice. 1 broke all barriers, I surmounted death, I

defied the laws of the ages and generations. I struggled with
the strong, the mighty, the merciless. And when the last spark
of my strength was burned out, 1 departed from your body to
return to your soul. T
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Levye (tenderly) . Return to me my bridegroom, my husband.
I will carry you, in death, in my heart; and in the dreams of
night we will together rock to sleep our unborn babes.
(Weeps.) We will sew them clothes to wear and sing them lul-
labies. (Sings, weeping.)

Bayu, bayu, babies dead,
Without clothes, without a bed,
Unborn children, never mine
Lost forever, lost in time.

(The strains of a wedding march approach.)
Leve (trembling) . They come to lead me to the canopy with
a stranger. Come to me, my bridegrooml
KnonnoN’s Voice. I have departed from your body. I come to
your soul.
(He is seen in white upon the wall)
LevE (joyfully) . The barrier that hems is broken! I see you,
my bridegroom! Come to me!
KuonnoN (like an echo) . Come to mel
LEYE (cries out with joy) .1 am coming.
KuonnoN (lthe an echo) . I am coming.
Vorces (offstage) . Lead the bride to the canopyl
(4 wedding march. LEYE leaves her black cape on the couch
and all in white goes to KHONNON to the strains of the wed-
ding march. She stands in his place and her figure blends with
his. REB AZRIELKE enters, staff in hand, followed by THE MES-
SENGER. They pause near the door. In the doorway, SENDER,
FRADE, the others.)
Leve (in a voice as from afar) . A great light flows about me.
I am joined with you, my destined bridegroom. Together we
will soar higher, higher, higher.
(It grows gradually darker.)
Res Azrierke (lowering his head) . Too late.
MEssENGER. Blessed be the True Judge.
(Total darkness. From afar, very softly is heard:)

Wherefore, wherefore

Did the soul

From its exalted height

Fall into abysmal depths?
Within the fall the power lies
To rise again.
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