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THE WRITINGS / PSALMS 1371

137 By the rivers of Babylon,
there @O sat,
sat and wept,
thought of Zion,
2 There on the poplars
’hung up our lyres,
3 for our captors asked us there for songs,
our tormentors,® for amusement,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” fc. M, vy,
4 How can @¢)sing a song of the Lorp
> on alien soil?
5 If@forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither;?
6 let my tongue stick to my palate
if I cease to think of you,
'if I do not keep Jerusalem in memory
even at my happiest hour.

( Jermeatem )

pi3k - Y2 > ’ Remember, O Lorp, against the Edomites = 2ncieak P2

the day of Jerusalem’s fall;
how they cried, “Strip her, strip her
i to her very foundations!”
i ’@' 8 Fair Babylon, you predator,*
a blessing on him who repays you in kind
o what you have inflicted on us;
AN ® a blessing on him who seizes your babies
( - and dashes them against the rocks!

‘Meamng of Heb. uncmam
b Others “‘forget its mnmng
¢ With Targum; others *‘who are lo be destroyed.
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Tammuz 17th, on which five things happened: the tables of
the Law were broken, the daily burnt offering ceased just before
the destruction of the first Temple, the walls of Jerusalem were
breached just before the destruction of the second Temple,
wicked Apostomos burned the Law and set up an idol in the
Temple. :

3. Ab gth, on which five things happened: the decree was
issued in the wilderness that the Israelites were not to enter the
Holy Land, the Temple was destroyed both the first time and the
second time, i —it con-

tained thousands and myriads of Israelites and had a great king

" whom all Israel, including the greatest scholars, thought to. be
- the King Messiah, but he fell into the hands of the Romans who
slew them all, i ' o
the Temple—and finally, on that day predestined to’ misfortune,
the wicked Turnus Rufus plowed up the Temple site and its

surroundings, in fulfillment of the Scriptural verse, Zion shall -

ke plowed as a field (Micah 3:12; Jer. 26:18).
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