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44 Proclamation of the Jewish Labor Bund

°The casualty
figure, as is well
figher. The
proclamation was
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“The Russian Social Democratic Workers' Party .
The General Jewish Workers' Bund in Lithuapia, Poland and Russia
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To All Jewish Workers Male and Female!
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On the \s'ifxtﬁ and seventh o!‘ApnI a pogrom took place in Kishinev! A band of

Chris'llanst'gltrac'ke_d the Jewish Jtownspeople and with_the greg;les,}t‘crugfl!y‘lheyg-:faobJ

_ destroyed Jéwish homes, stores, itudy houses and brought to ruin a large number

of‘Je’w{i;.'l_\‘ families. Up _l‘q'fprty-onéﬁgpglc_?: were felled at the hands of this wild

% ¥

. Woag B T T PR T i oo ol o TR
The Kishinev pogrom is a terrible and tragic fact'in the twentieth century, that sewhr

¢entury in which hymanity boasts of its civilization, its progress, its.education and $2¢)<{x

-_culture. But 'ho'vye{'.ég{fdée.pl);_ this fact may touch our human feelings, the spilled - it

\ it . it .

blood and the whole ;tr'a;g'i?‘picmlfg of the pogrom. must not be allowed to dim-our ;' 5.,

vision, or blur otr uriderstanding, or obstruct the essential and profound factors
that brought this fact about, and that.bring about thousands of other such tragic
facts. .~ Y G S o

4 Anli-Sérﬁiii_srﬁ."t'he- hatred pfj’i!éWs\tha;t finds occasional expression in pogroms.

is only one kind or ‘s‘peAc'i'és.‘(‘)f‘.'the__hatr'ed:;ha:t generally exists between different

. nations. This hatred, howevet, does riot lie in the nature of people; as surely as it

blossoms only under specitic social conditions, so will other conditions destroy it.

. In the struggle for ¢éxistence, it often happens that different groups are thrust into

compietition with one another, and this is Mml ;!'wcs rise to the hatred between
'A\/\*\.- S o’\-k”l : 1_ S(Q(:, o O'G QXVM /\'3\"\ O/\},/‘N'M
;D‘B(vj‘ Al2a - SO o\OJ; e\ >P{)foau"\
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them. And when these competing partics also belong to (IillcrculK-mmlilics.
then the hatred becomes a racial and national struggle.

\C:ﬁi:?lism increases the competition both among individual capitalists and
among the bourgeois classes of different nations who strive to displace one another
from this or that market. The hatred between different classes can exist among
the nationalitiesxthat inhabit a single land as well as those that inhabit different
countries. Seviors

The entire capitalist world that trembles before the international force of the
united{proletariat tries through all possible means to undermine this unity and

solidarity: by arousing national animosities among the workers; by inciting the
basest instincts of a people against a foreign people and thereby diverting its at-
tention from its real concerns, from the revolutionary socialist struggle. And ‘in
those countries where the people is especially ignorant and enslaved, all these
efforts meet with great success. :

Anti-Semitism, as we said before, is but one form of national hatred; it finds
most of its following among the petty bourgeois strata of society. The evolutionary
course of capitalism is such that smail capital is increasingly swallowed up by large
capital, and as it loses its footing, it seeks to save itself by destroying its Jewish
competition. Agitation begins against the Jewish competition, against Jewry in
general, and this agitation, falling as it does on the fertile ground of ignorance and
superstition; has‘a particularly great effect.. . .« . .

Here in the tsarist regime plays the lead role in national agitation and
persecution. The powerful labor movement, the peasant unrest, the student unrest,
and the whole revolutionary current sweeping over all of Russia make the autoc-
racy unsure of its existence so that it will use all means at its disposal—hahging,
flogging, exile to Siberia; exploiting every possible occurrence to turn the Russians
against the Poles and both against the Jews—in order to weaken the revolutionary

spirit among the people, to confound its political understanding. The tsar’s lackeys
keep the people in ignorance, propagate the wildest superstitions in its midst; the
anti-Semitic papers, supported by the government, spread the old wives’ tales
about blood libels and try to convince the people that the Jews are the sole cause
for its terrible, forlorn state. And the ignorant, debased masses, who already carry
hatred and protest in their hearts, who do not understand the true causes of their
plight, spill all their rage upon the innocent Jews.

What do we 5@ in the Kishinev pogrom? =3 -

A month earlier a Christian boy was killed in Dubosar, not far from Kishinev.
The murderers were not found and the anti-Semitic paper Bessarabets disseminated -
the rumor that Jews had murdered the boy te use his blood for religious purposes.
The anti-Semitic press did not cease from inciting Christians against the Jews, to
awaken all those base feelings and instincts among the folk, and the utterly debased
mob began to attack Jews with a frenzy. The huge mass of police and Cossacks
who descend like locusts on workers at every demonstration, at every battle with
the capitalists and the government, who rout the demonstrators in an instant,
couldn’t restrain a few hundred angry rioters (there are more than three hundred
policemen, three army regiments, three brigades and a ‘baualion_ of reserves sta-
tioned in Kishinev). The government. did not step in because it didn’t want to,
because it has-a vested interest insuch things as pogroms.

; |m
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How can we overcQme the causes that bring about national hatred, anti-Sem-:
jtism and pogroms. and what can we do when pogroms break out?

The so-called ~Friends of the Jewish People” spill rivers of tears over the new
Jewish calamity: the [St. Petersburg daily) Fraynd |Friend] wrings its hands in
despair; the [Warsaw weekly] Yidishe Folkstsaytung [Jewish people’s Paper| in-
structs us to be as still as the waters, as low as the grass. while the Zionist poet
[S. Frugl laments, “How weak is our hand to do battle, how great and heavy is
our woe.””’ sec 3 - '

Only slaves can talk this way, people who are accustomed to enduring all acts
of violence submissively, who don't believe in their own powers and who always
await salvation from other quarters—{rom God, from friends, from the govern-
ment. I

This is not the way We. Jewish workers, think. The struggle that we've been’
waging for so many years has convinced us that help lies in us alone. Our unity
has increased our power; our solidarity and readiness to protect our interests at
all times have instilled fear in our enemies.

Ignorant, debased and enraged masses took part in the Kishinev pogrom- The
intelligent, class-conscious Christian worker is our comrade; he fights together with
Us under a single flag, under the flag of international socialism. Sp_reading class
consciousness, aiding the growth of the socialist movement that will destroy the
whole capitalist or er—tnis s U W&i-
Semitism and the pogroms.

What, then, should we do during the pogroms themselves?

We must answer violence with violence, no matter where it comes from. Not.
with sweet words but with arms in our hands can we prevail upon the frenzied
pogromists. we mustn’t hide in attics but must go out Tace to face, with a mighty
arm,”® to fight these beasts. :

Let not the Kishinev pogrom weaken our faith in our sacred ideal. with hatred
and with @ threefold curse on our lips let us sew the shrouds for the Russian
autocratic regime, for the anti-Semitic band of swindlers, for the whole capitalist
system. May the number of conscious and active fighters for socialism keep grow-
ing; may the solidarity with our fellow workers of other nations keep on growing!

pown with anti-Semitism!

pown with Tsardom!

Long live international proletarian solidarity!

\_ Long live socialism!,

. Central Committce of the Bund
‘ April 1903
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45 Proclamation of the Hebrew Writers’ Union

7
Cossack ”

thousands of Jews
and Poles in the
ity of Uman in
June 1768 at the
hands of the
Ukrainian
Haidamacks.
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Brothers!

The slaughter and plunder in Kishinev, the likes of which have not descended
upon us since the days of Chmielnicki and Gonta®—command us to open our eyes
and see our status in this country as it is, so that we can choose our path and
cease to delude our souls in vain consolations and useless hopes. And, as Jewish
writers, who hold the state of their people so dear to heart, we ask your permission
to present you with our views on this matter.

The Kishinev event is not an isolated episode, and we cannot attribute all blame
to the wickedness of some individuals. Indeed, a few wicked individuals who incite
the masses against us and take the lead, are always the immediate cause in such
cases, but not in them will we find the source of evil; rather in our situation in
general. Had we not been deprived of fundamental human rights, had the masses
not seen, day in and day out, our humiliation in this country, the hatred and
contempt that are poured down upon us from on high—the power of a few agitators
would not have been so great as to lead the masses to robbery and murder in
broad daylight. But as we are degraded and oppressed endlessly by the very laws
of the land; as we are always being trampled on by anyone who has feet, and our
enemies continuously molest us and all that we hold sacred without anyone’s
protest; as we are in such a lowly state and the boorish masses see our degradation
and hear our shame day in and day out—it is only natural that this constant
education implants a strong belief in the hearts of the rabble that a Jew is not
human, and there is no obligation to treat him justly, like other human beings;
that not only his property and his honor, but his life, too, is disowned, and his
blood is unaccounted for.

Even if we assume that the government does not wish for slaughter and plunder
and desires to protect us from these actions, which disturb the peace in the land,
in general, it too has no power to undo the results, so long as the conditions hold
firm. It is impossible to break the barrel yet keep its wine. The effect that continuous
daily acts have is much greater than that of a single command sent from above,
even in the most pressing manner, if trouble is nigh or has come already.

The local clerks in the town, who have long been accustomed to receive orders
and warnings against the Jews, and to execute those orders without pity or mercy,
will be unable to turn from foe to friend for one hour, upon a sudden decree, and
to feel, in times of danger, any obligation to side with the Jews against their own
brothers and countrymen. And when they perform their duty against their own
wishes, it should come as no surprise that it will be performed halfheartedly,
falsely, or even—as we have witnessed in Kishinev—by losing control themselves
and by joining hands with the perpetrators.

And the investigation and inquiry, the sentence and the punishment that follow
later on—can we trust that they will thwart the masses from daring to attack us
once again? We shall not discuss herewith the common, known phenomenon that
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1 the severest of punishments is not potent enough to wipe out

the si

from the face of the earth where there are internal causes that lead to the birth of
such sinners. We have no need for this general rule, seeing as we already know,

from our twenty years of experience, the results of all these investigations and
sentences on the issue of riots against Jews; how many are punished and what
their punishments are. This, too, is no cause for wonder. After all—the investigators
.-
controlling

of justice and the judges themselves are only human and have difficulty

their own feelings. To the hatred and contempt that they feel toward Jews at any |

time a suppressed anger is now added, for being forced to testify ag
people and to punish brothers for harming Jews. All of this motivat

es them to

incline instinctively toward mercy as they treat the guilty and to diminish the

image of truth at the time of investigation and the image of justice at
sentencing. L -

What, then, can we depend on, brothers, so that the tragedy does
again throughout the land, as it did twenty years ago, and even mo

the time of

not spread
re violently

now, judging from the beginnings in Kishinev? And why should we expend energy
and degrade our pride by asking for help and rescue from the outside, so long as
our condition in the land remains as it is—and indeed will so remain for the

foreseeable future? Tears and pleadings—these were the only means we used since
the pogroms began and until now. They did not avail us nor rescue us from the

present tragedy, the slaughter in Kishinev, which is the answer to our tears and

pleadings.

Do we still intend to be contented with tears and supplications in the future?

It is a disgrace for five million human souls to unload themselves o
stretch their necks to slaughter and cry for help, without as much as

n others, to
attempting

to defend their own property, honor and lives. And who knows whether it is not
this very disgrace that is the principal reason for our contemptible state in the eyes
of the rabble, for whom we are like dust? Among the many and different peoples
residing in this land, there are none but us who lend their bodies to their assailants
and their honor to shame and do not resist with their last remaining might. Only

the one who can defend his honor is honored by others. If the citizens
saw that there is a limit even to our suffering, that we, too, though we

of this land
cannot and

do not wish to match their plunder, violence and cruelty, are ready and able, when
necessary, to defend that which we hold dear and sacred to our last drop of blood—
had they witnessed this in action, then they would not assault us so readily; then
a few hundred drunkards would not venture to close in on a large Jewish com- 5.y~ fo Ovo
munity of forty thousand, sticks and axes in hand, ready to kill and plunder to _, /1 1o 0.

their hearts’ desire.

Brothers! The blood of our brethren in Kishinev cries out to us! Shake off the

dust and become men! Stop weeping and pleading, stop lifting your hands for

salvation to those who hate and exclude you! Look to your own hands for rescue!

A permanent organization is needed in all our communities, which would be
standing guard and always prepared to face the enemy at the outset, to quickly

gather to the place of riots any men who have the strength to face

danger. We

also believe that the government should recognize our just cause in asking for one

&
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thing alone: qud' If the lack of
huinan rights has led us to these straits, where even our blood is unprotected in
the eyes of the people of this land—would they also wish to deprive us of the
natural right of every living creature to defend itself inasmuch as it is able?
Obviously, this matter requires further consideration on how it can be carried out,
and it was not our intention to go into detail. Our purpose was only to awaken your
heart to the general principle upon which we must establish our future actions, so
that our lives will not forever be endangered. But in order to organize the matter in
all its detail, we believe that a general assembly must be called by representatives of
the main communities in our land. Such an assembly is urgently needed and should
not be delayed. Because in addition to the fundamental issue to which we have
already alluded, other weighty issues arise in light of the change that occurred in our
condition. Thus. for evample, the question of emigration, which to date suffered from
plililili Y

alack of order, would most certainly soon become even more complicated, since fear
is great in the Pale of Settlement and particularly in the southern towns, and one can
foresee that emigration will increase more than ever.

Various issues in our life demand resolution now, and the assembly will have
to attend to them and seek solutions in wisdom and intelligence.

Awake, brothers, since the time has come!® The time has come! And with our
strong hope that among the leaders of the community and others who deal in
public affairs there will be found people who understand the value of this hour in
our lives, and devote their energy to implement our proposal, we sign,

With brotherly greeting,
The Union of Hebrew Writers

[Ahad Ha’am, Simon Dubnow,
Ben-Ami, Y. Ch. Ravnitsky,
Hayyim Nahman Bialik]

P.S. We hereby ask that the content of this letter be made known to enlightened
people and men of action everywhere (and those of them who will kindly write
to us at this address of their opinions on the matter will do us a service).

April 20, 1903
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