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The Blizzard

THE sTUDY HOUSE stood on a hill and 1 imagined that
more snow fell on it that. winter than on any other house
in the neighborhood. Its gabled roof gave it the appear-
ance of a sugar cone. Those who came there to pray
left around five o’clock, immediatcly after the evening
prayer. The ycshiva boys went home about nine, but I
stayed on. Later the study house was occupied by men who
in larger towns would be found in a tavern. But in Bilgoray
the tavern was open for the peasants only on market days.

Between ninc and eleven I was alone. The brick oven
was heated. Above the table where I sat hung a kerosene
lamp with a tin shade. From the highest shelf where the
rarely used volumes were kept I took down The Tree of
Life, its pages yellowed, the covers made of oak. My pon-
dering over the cabala texts alternated with my fantasies
about girls. I carried a notebook with me in which T wrote
down my thoughts and drew figurcs of pcople, animals, and
whatever clse crossed my imagination.

I heard hcavy steps, a stamping of feet, and the wheez-
ing of someone suffering from a shortness of breath. I
knew who it was: Bendit the Daddy. Daddy was his nick-
name. He was the father of two girls who had become
whores during the war. They had a brothel on the Sands
which was frequented first by the Russian soldiers, then by

the Austrians, and now by Poles. His older daughter
Zevtel had a husband in America, and soon after the war
he sent her divorce papers. I was present in the chambers
of my Uncle Joseph, who inherited my grandfather’s
rabbinical chair, when the papers were served on her.
She brought with her her younger sister Basha. Both
wore kerchiefs over their heads and long dresses down to
their ankles like modest women. Their mother had died in
the cholera epidemic. Bendit was called Daddy because
it was known that he took money from his daughtcrs.
In earlier years he had been a night watchman. Now he
was too old for that job. But he hadn’t lost the habit of
late hours.

Bendit, small, unusually broad for his height, with huge
hands and feet, a short nose, a long upper lip, and slanted
eyes, had already passed his seventicth year. But his sparse
beard showed only a few gray hairs. He was wearing a
sheepskin coat, a hat of the same material, and heavy
boots. He fell into the room with a puffing and a haste
as if chased by thieves. He shook the snow from his cloth-
ing, rubbed his hands for warmth. His face, which was
usually red, had a bluish color. He shouted in a gruff
voice, “What a night! It would be a sin to let a dog out.”
He sat down near the hot stove sighing, coughing, mum-
bling to himself, and under his boots a pool formed. He
called to me, “Are you studying so late?”

“I like to study.”

“You take after your grandfather, he should intercede
for us.” :

A little later Tevele Smearer entcred. He was called
Smearer because at the time of the Austrian occupation
he became a chum of the commander of the town and an
intermediary between him and the town smugglers, who
brought tobacco from Galicia and carried back flour,
groats, and meat. Tcvcle bribed the commander and the
gendarmes, and took a good percentage for himself, For
a time he also transported oxen from Bilgoray to the
Italian front. Tevele was not yet thirty. He was tall, dark,
and dressed like a dandy. Even now he wore a short
jacket, riding breeches, boots with high uppers. He smoked

a cigarette in an amber holder. He carried a bottle of
vodka in one pocket and a bag of salt pretzels in the other.
He entered as carefree as if we were in midsummer. The
smile in his dark eyes was both sly and benign.

“Tevele, you’re not cold?” Bendit asked.

“I'm heated inside,” he replied, pointing to his belly.
Under his jacket he wore a black blouse and a soldier’s
belt with a brass buckle.
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The last to come ‘was Shmuel Klepke, a bachclor of
about forty, tall, dark, with black drcamy cycs. Shmuel
Klepke was known for his laziness. His sister supported
him. He had lived for years in Russia, where he went
through the Revolution, the pogroms, the civil war. It was
said in Bilgoray that he had been the lover of a police-
man’s wife. All sorts of stories were told about him. It
was rumored that he had been about to be executed in
Russia but obtained his freedom at the last moment. He
surrounded himself with secrets. Many matches were
proposed to him but he refused to marry. He would
listen to the matchmaker's offer to the very end and then
ask, “What for?”

And he would smile sadly. He rolled his own cigarettes,
which he smoked without a holder. He had the sideburns
of a Russian. His curly hair was so dark that it seemed
blue.

They had their routine. Tevele Smearer took out the
vodka, took one swallow, and handed the bottle to
Shmuel Klepke. He drank and gave the bottle to Bendit.
Bendit opencd his mouth, showing one blackened tooth
in his empty gums, and groancd as he drank. His eyes
filled with tcars. He emptied the bottle and grimaced as
if he had made a mistake. He said, “In olden times vodka
packed a punch. Today’s vodka is water.”

-“It’s nincty percent alcohol,” Tevele Smearer said.

“Ninety shminety.”

I was ncver offered any vodka, but Tevele gave me a

- few of his salt pretzels. Then they began to talk and
. their talk always led to stories. Bendit was saying, “After
£ such a winter summer comes early. I'm afraid that when
‘&fi,the ice melts, our river will be over its banks.”

I

“The water mever goes farther than Bridge Street,”
Tevele said.

“That’s what you say. You're still a boy, what do you
know? I remember a Passover when the water ran into
the synagogue. The cantor was standing at the podium
reciting the prayer for dew when suddenly a stream poured
in from the antechamber and the congregation waded in
water up to the knees.”

“Did the cantor go on with the liturgy?” Tevele asked.

“The men might have continued but the women raised a
commotion.” .

“Did they think that the water would come up to their
balcony?”

“You know women. Give me a cigarette.”

Tevele gave Bendit one of his fancy cigarcttes, When
Tevele lit a match. Bendit covered it with both hands as
if to protect it from a wind, He blew out the smoke
and said, “You don’t fool around with water. This did not
happen in your time, Near Kreshev there was a castle
inhabited by an old squire. He was one of the Zamojski
family. It happened before the serfs were freed. The fields
and villages extended from Zamos¢ up to the River San.
He was already on in years, but his wife was young and
a great beauty. Most probably she stemmed from an im-
poverished house and had marricd a man about forty years
older than she. The Polish squires werc always engaging in
lawsuits. If they lost in one court they appealed to a
higher one, until it reached the Scjm or God knows where.
It was all very costly and many noblemen went bankrupt
even when they won the casc. Drunkards they were all
—from the smallest nobleman to the Radziwills and
Czartoryskis. Many became sick from drinking. Every
squire had his. court Jew, and without him none of them
would have a shirt to his name. The court Jews took
care of all the busincss of the nobles because their man-
agers, commissars, marshals, and whatever they called
themselves could only drink and whip peasants. The boss
was actually the court Jew. Just thc same, when the
squire had a ball the court Jew was asked to disguise
himself as a bear. They pulled his tail, made fun of him,

but the Jew didn’t seem to mind.
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“This particular squirec at Kreshev had a young wife
whom he loved to distraction. He had a court Jew, Reb
Zckele, with whom he used to play chess. Zckele knew
the game better than the squire but he let him win. Once
when Zekele let him win too easily the squire fell into
such a rage that he tried to shoot him with a pistol. The
squiress happened to be present and she tore the gun
out of his hand. One day the squiress got sick. 1 think she
had smallpox, and that was the end of her. The squire
had summoncd the greatest doctors from Lublin but
they couldn’t help her. As a rule Gentiles don't weep at a
funeral as we do, but the squire howled so that you
couldn’t hear the priests chanting.

“In those years cach squire had a family vault, a house
with a roof over it. I don’t know if the coffins were buried
or just put insidc the houses—what’s the difference, the
worms eat us all, whether we lie in the carth or in a golden
casket. Am I right or not? Give me another cigarette.”

“What has all this to do with water?” Tevele asked.

Bendit puffed on the cigarette and said, “There is a
proverb, ‘What the earth covers must be forgotten.’
People thought that the squirc would cry for a few wecks
and then find himsclf another woman or clse drink himself
to dcath. But no, he fcll into—what do you call it?—a
melancholy. He called for Reb Zekele and asked him,
‘What is the sense of a man’s life if he is to end up rotting
in the carth? Hec said to him, ‘We Christians know
nothing. Perhaps the Jews have an answer.” Zekele told
him what is written in the sacred books, but the squire
fell into such a rage that he grabbed his whip and tried
to beat up the court Jew. Zekele barely escaped with his
bones unbroken. The squire also went to the rabbi—not
to your grandfathcr but to thc one before him. What
could the rabbi have told him? ‘This is God’s will.” But
for the squire that was not enough.

“I'm not going to draw it out. There was in Kreshev
a carpenter, Mcir, who made all the coffins in the region.
The squirc went to Mcir and ordered, ‘Make me a bed that

looks like a coffin, so that when I dic I can be buried in
my own bed.” Meir probably thought the squire had lost
his mind, but in those times a workman did as he was told.
He made a coffin broad enough to contain a mattress, a
pillow, and a quilt cover. The squire summoned the
people of his castle and said to them, ‘Since the end of
every man is a coffin I'm going to start slceping in a coffin
right now.’ In the winter he kept it in his bedroom. In the
summer he put it in that little stone house and there he
slept until it grew cold again. His friends asked him, ‘What
good does it do to sleep in a coffin?’ and he replied, ‘I
don’t want to forget my end. Also, I want to be as near
to my wife as possible.’

“You know the River San. In comparison to the Vistula
it'’s a small stream. But that winter it kept on snowing
day and night. After Passover the squirc had his coffin
carried over to the stone house and there he slept each
night. In the middle of one of thosc nights the river over-
flowed. The squire slept and knew nothing. The door of
the stone housc stood open. The watcr rushed in, and soon
the coffin was floating like a boat. It went out the door
while the squire continued to snore—most probably he
had tippled more than usual.

“When they realized in the castle what was happening,
peasants were sent out to rescue the squire, but the water
was deep and no boat was available. They waited for days
until the water receded, and by then therc was no sign
of the coffin bed. Some said that it had reached the Vistula
and from there had floated out to sca. Others believed
that the demons had capturcd it. They cven wrote about
it in the newspapers of Lublin and Warsaw, and they
talked about the event in half of Poland.

“But how long do people remember anything? Lost is
lost. The squire had a nephew abroad, I think in Paris,
and he was the heir. He camec back and took over the
whole estate. He was still a bachelor, but he soon married
the daughter of a count who brought him a dowry of more
villages and more peasants. The old squire was forgotten
as if he had never existed. The crones who spun flax
muttered that the squire had fallen to the creatures that
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are half women and half fish and succumbed to their
songs.

“Ten years passed. Once when the squire’s nephew
sat with his family at dinner, a pcasant woman came to
the palace gate leading a little boy of cight or nine by the
hand. The guard asked what she wanted and she said that
she desired to speak with the young squire. The guard
thought that she was crazy—who ever heard of a peasant
woman talking to a squire? He lifted his stick as if to let
her have it, but the pcasant woman yelled, ‘I'm the old
squire’s wifc and this is his child!”” The guard took one
look and saw that the boy rcsembled the missing man like
two drops of water. There was a commotion in the court
as they brought the peasant woman to the new squire. She
told him that she lived in a village a day’s walk from
Kreshev. Her husband had been a forester in the woods
of the squire of that region. The couple was childless.

“On the night of the flood her husband happcned to be
in a small hut in the forest and he drowned there. The
same night the water had also reached her house. She
had no ncighbors. When the water rose to her window
she ran up to the attic. The light of the moon was as
bright as day and she saw floating in the water tables,
stools, barrels, and even cradles. Suddenly she saw a
floating coffin. In it sat a man shouting for help. In the
beginning she thought it was a mirage and a sign that her
husband was dead. Then the man jumped out of the
coffin and began to draw it toward her. If this had hap-
pened to a city woman she would have died of fright.
But she was a hardenced peasant. She scrcamed, ‘What do
you want? Who arc you?’ And he callcd back, ‘I am Count
Zamojski.” In the neighborhood it was known that he
slept in a coflin or perhaps she recognized him. There
was a granary ncar the house and the door stood open.
The squire dragged the coffin into the granary, locked the
door with a chain, and, half naked, climbed up to the
woman in the attic. There they waited two days and two

~nights until the water receded. Soon after that the peasants

found her dead husband. The squirec remained in the attic
until after the funcral.”
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“I'm sure in those two days the squire knew what to do
with her,” Tevele Smearer remarked.

“I think so. After the funeral thc widow gave the
squire her husband’s clothes and made belicve that she
employed help. Not all the pcasants were serfs then,
Foresters and such had their own little properties. Many
peasants were freed by the nobles or purchased their
freedom. So she had a helper. She began to receive a
pension from the court. When, after some months, she
became pregnant and did not want to give birth to a
bastard, the old squire married her. Their child was born.
This was the boy the peasant woman brought with her.”

“Why didn’t the squire return to his court?” Tevele
Smearer asked.

“This is what I'd like to know. There is a saying, ‘One
gets tired even of kreplech.” When you're a squire for
sixty years you want something else. Besides, when a man
sleeps in a coffin he’s not in his right mind any more.”

“What happened then?”

“In the beginning the young squire couldn’t believe
that all this was true. He asked, ‘How long has my uncle
been dead?” The woman replied, ‘He died only yesterday,
and he’s lying in his coffin in the granary.” She also said
that the squire had asked before his death that his coffin
be placed beside the coffin of his first wife. The priest and
the other noblemen had arrived, and the whole bunch
of them got into carriages to go to the hut of the peasant
woman. There they found the coffin with the dead squire
dressed as a peasant. They all recognized him. They had
him carried to church, where he lay in state for a night,
and then he was buried near his first wifc.”

“What happened to the boy?” Tevele Smearer asked.

“They sent him to school somewhcre in Lublin or
Warsaw. Therc he got scarlct fever and died.”

“Most probably they poisoned him.”

“Who would poison a child in school? Although every-
thing is possible.”

“Didn’t the squire ask that his son inherit his estate?”

“It seems he wanted him to grow up a peasant. He was
never taught anything during the old man's lifetime.”

“How about the mother?”

“She went back to her hut.”

“It didn’t come to a lawsuit?”

“No lawsuit.”

“I never heard the story before,” Shmucl Klepke said.
“What do you young people know, anyway?”

Bendit got up. He began to rub one hand against the
other and look toward the door. Aftcr some hesitation
he said, “I must go out.”

“In this cold?”

“I can’t do it here.”

He opened the door and went out. Tevele Smearer
winked. “Hc has his sccrets.”

“Does he still visit his daughters?” Shmuel Klepke
asked.

“I saw him there myself. I had some business in Bujary
and I returned late at night. Suddenly I saw Bendit. I
hid behind a fence and watched him enter the brothel.”

“Don’t they have customers at night?”

“Not in the middle of the night.”

“I wouldn’t visit such daughters.”
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“A father is a fathér.wﬁégides, what can he do in his
old age? He would have to go to the poorhouse.”
The door opened. Bendit entered with a cloud of steam.

His clothes, his boots, his hat, everything was white from
the snow.

“A blizzard.”

“We may get snowed in and not be able to go home,”
Tevele Smearer said.

“For you it’s a jokc, hah,” Bendit said. “Not far from
Goray there is a forest, and once in the month of Heshvan
two squires went to shoot hares. It was Sunday and they
took their wives with them. It was as warm as a summer
day. All day long they kept shooting animals and birds.
Suddenly the sky became overcast and it started snowing.
It also hailed. Pieces of ice the size of goose eggs fell from
the sky. I remember that Heshvan like today. It thundered
as if it were the middle of summer. All the paths dis-
appcared and the squircs lost their way. They would have

frozen to death if they hadn’t found a cave. They thought
that the blizzard would stop during the night and they’d be
able to go home in the morning. My dcar friends, they
remained in that cave almost a week. Later 1 saw the cave
myself, and I couldn’t imagine how four pcople could
exist in there. They must have crawled one on top of the
other like worms. They ate raw meat and drank snow.
Peasants were sent to find them, but the peasants thcm-
selves lost their way. After a weck the snow stopped
falling and the sun rcappcared. They got out of the cave
and dragged thcmselves to Goray. By now they looked
like savages. Their toes were frozen and the doctor from
Janow chopped them off with an ax. Otherwise they could
have gotten gangrene. Both couples returned to their
courts.

“Don’t interrupt me. One of the women became preg-
nant and around Tisha B'Av she gavc birth. With an
infant it’s hard to sec after whom it takes, but when the
midwife took onc look at it she knew it didn’t come from
this squirc but from the other onc who had been in the
forest with them. She kept her mouth shut, but the older
the child became the more people were aware of it. The
squire who was supposed to be the father was dark and
his wife was also a brunectte, but the child had red hair
like the other squire. The Polish squires all had bevies of
poor relations who lived at their courts as hangers-on.
Most of them were spinsters and they were forever fighting
one another. When this child came into the world, the
old maids began to whisper that it was a bastard. The
talk reached the squire—besides, he wasn’t blind himself.
With the nobility honor is the most important thing. How
was Poland torn to pieces? Every nobleman wanted to be
king. In the Scjm when one nobleman said it was Sunday,
another scrcamed it was Monday. When the Cossacks
attacked Poland and slaughtered whole villages, the
squires remained drunk in their castles, intriguing against
one another. When the encmy approached, the squires
twirled their mustaches, dressed up as for a ball in sable
furs, put on swords cach of which wcighed a ton, and even
wore golden chains around their necks. Their horses were

fat and lazy. The squire would ride to war with his retinue
blowing on trumpets. The Cossack was as light as a
feathcr and his horsc ran like an arrow from a bow. He
moved like a demon, chopped off the squire’s head, and
carried it on his spear. This is how Poland fell apart.
“Yes, honor. The betrayed husband approached two of
his friends and asked them to be witnesses at a duel. The
redheaded squire was a giant, while the dark squire was
small and wore mustaches down to his shoulders. When
the witnesses informed the redhcaded squire of the ducl,
his laugh could be heard over the whole cstate. He said,
‘What does he want? We were squeczed together in the
cave like bedbugs. Who of us could know who we slept
with? But if he wants a duel, let there be a duel. What
does he choose to fight with, swords or pistols?” The two
witnesses could easily have made peace. But what did they
care? They chose pistols. The next morning both squires
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met in a meadow. First they greeted onc another with
compliments in the Polish manncr. Then the little squire
pulled the trigger and shot the redheaded one through
the heart.

“The Russian government had forbidden duels, but the
Russians themselves fought one another just for the fun
of it. The little squire hid for a wecek or two. Then he
came home and this made him honorable again.

“He was rich. He took good care of his possessions
while the redheaded one had been a gambler and had had
affairs with countless females. His widow was choked with
debts and her estate was about to be auctioned off to the
creditors. Women in such a position are not particular
about their honor. She ordered the carriage and drove
to her husband’s murdercr. She entered and said, ‘Stani-
slaw’—this was his name—‘you must hclp me.” She had
slept with him in the cave and she could be familiar with
him now. The little squire greeted her as onc of his own
and asked the maid to bring the baby. The visitor took
one look at the baby and exclaimed, ‘It is just like
Zdzislaw.’

“Zdzislaw was what the red-haired squire was called.

“She began to kiss the child as if he were her own. The

little squire said, ‘If you love him so much, become
his nurse and I'll take over all your debts.’

“To make it short, she agrced. She became the child’s
governess and the dark squire took over all her obligations.
He was so shrewd that he was ablc to scttle with the
creditors to his advantage. He got the remainder of the
other squire’s fortune as well as his wife.”

“And his own wife said nothing?” Shmuel Klepke
asked.

“She fearcd him like the Devil.”

“So he had two wives?”

“For a squire this was not unusual.”

“What else?”

“I must go out again.”

“Have you taken castor 0il?”

“When one gets old onc has difficulty urinating. I
feel a pain in my bladder but when I go out—three
drops.”

“Don’t fall into a cave,” Tevele Smearer joked.

Bendit’s face lit up. “If I had somconc with mc I'd stay
there with her until Passover.”

“A sturdy little man,” Shmucl Klepke said after Bendit
had stepped out.

“He was known for his strength,” Tevcle Smearcr said.
“Once the thieves of Piask came to Bilgoray at night.
Bendit was the watchman. He blew his whistle, but the
wind was also blowing and no one could hear. With
his bare stick he beat unconscious three of the thicves and
the others ran away empty-handed.”

“Why didn’t he marry again?” Shmucl Klepke asked.

“Why don’t you marry?” Tevele Smearcr asked back.

“If you see what I've seen, you lose the appetite.”

“Just the same, a man cannot rcmain alone forever,”
Tevele Smecarcer said.

“You might as well marry one of Bendit's daughters.”

Bendit opened the door. “Children, God has quarreled
with his wife and she’s tearing up the featherbed. The
world is all white.”

For a while all three were silent, Bendit looked at me.

“Why do you sit here and listen? You should study, not
pay attention to our chatter.”

“I studied all day long.”

“Your grandfather studied all day long and all night
long. Right after the evening prayer he went home and
your grandmother, peace be with her, gave him his supper.
He ate only twice a day, morning and evening. He went
to sleep immediately after the night meal, and at mid-
night he got up and bcgan to study his books. I should
know, I was the night watchman for thirty ycars, and I
often passed Synagogue Strcet. Somctimes when it was
cold I knocked on your grandfather’s shutter and he
opened the door for me. For some of our community
elders a poor man is less than the mud under your nails,
but your grandfather, the famous scholar, offered me a
chair. A samovar was always boiling on his table and he
poured tea for me.
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“In Bilgoray there was a man called Melech Vishkower,
a rich lumber dealer. He had a wife named Tsippa, and
this Tsippa was a ball of Hell fire. They had no children.
When Meclech invited the congregation to his house on
holidays, she locked the door and wouldn’t let them in.
She suspected all women of wanting to takec her husband
from her. Just thc samc, she cursed him vilely. She even
let out her rage on God's creatures. When a dog or a cat
passed her house, she was capable of throwing a stone at
it. Her husband treated her well. She could have had
maids all the time, but no maid could stay long in her
house.

“Suddenly Tsippa got sick and went packing. One
shouldn’t say so but it made a holiday for the town.
Immediately after the shivah her husband left for the
forest. Everyone knew that he would not mourn for her
very long. Only three months had passed when he reap-
peared with a new wife. He had married an eighteen-year-
old girl, good-looking and an orphan, as pecaceful as a
dove. Her name was Ittele. The women of the town buzzed
around her like bees on honey. A few months later the
good tidings were heard that she was pregnant. I remember

my mother, pcace be with her, saying, ‘Well, is Tsippa
going to stand for this?’

“She did not stand for it. Once at night in the middle
of the winter, when Ittele lay in bed, the feather quilt
blew up like a lung and began to slap the orphan’s face.
The pillow bounced under her head. Ittcle had a maid who
was a relative of mine, Breindel. Ittcle screamed for help
and Breindel rushed in. She began to scream too, and both
of them ran out to the street in their nightshirts. The
town wokc up. As a rule ghosts are afraid of pcople, but
not Tsippa. Every night there was another commotion. Hot
stones fcll on the roof. The chimney spat fire. Dishes were
broken. Once when Ittele went into the kitchen a potato
grater struck her face. Forgive me, but Tsippi emptied out
a night pot into Ittcle’s bed. When Melech came home and
saw what was going on, he went to the rabbi of Turisk
and the rabbi told him to summon Tsippa to a hearing.

“For such a proceeding three rabbis arc nceded. But

_your grandfather rcfused to attend. He said it was all

witchcraft and idolatry.

“When the Hasids of Turisk heard what your grand-
father had said, they all became his enemics. Two rabbis
were brought from other villages. A quorum of ten men
went out to Tsippa's grave, knocked at it with thcir cancs,
and summoncd her to the hearing. The next morning a
corner of the synagogue was fenced off with a shect to
be ready for Tsippa’s soul. The synagogue was so full that
a pin couldn’t have fitted in. The rabbi of Turisk called
out, ‘Tsippa the daughter of Beila Dobba, since you refuse
to rest in your grave and you bring anguish to your
former husband and to his wife, we have summoned you
to this court—’ He used many Hebrew words and
threatened Tsippi with excommunication, the blowing of
the ram’s horn, and black candles. The women wept as
on Yom Kippur. I was there and saw everything. Suddenly
the sheet began to shake and to bulge out as if someone
were behind it, trying to come out. Better not ask me what
happened. There was such an outcry and a stampede that
three pcople were crushed to death.”

“I heard the story.” Tevele Smearer nodded.
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“Was it really Tsippa?” Shmuel Klepke asked, smiling.

“It was the community he-goat. There were some wise
guys in town who didn’t believe in ghosts. The wall on the
right side of the synagogue had a window lcading to the
antechamber. When the hearing began and the antecham-
ber emptied, they dragged in the community he-goat and
pushed him through the window into the synagogue behind
the sheet. It was all planned. Before somcone dared to
lift up the shect to discover the he-goat, half thc women
had fainted. The three were killed trying to gect out of
there. One of the tricksters went to prison. 1 mean to
say that your grandfather was a wise man. He foresaw
that nothing good could come of something like that.”

“What became of Melech Vishkower and his new wife?”
Shmuel Klepke asked.

“He sold his house and they left town.”

“The hearing didn’t help?”

“She kept on pursuing them.”

It became quiet, and Bendit said, “Children, let’s go
home. It’s already daybreak in Pintchev.”

“I'm afraid to walk alone,” I said.

Bendit smiled, showing his single black tooth. “What
are you afraid of? Tsippa has been silent a long time.”

The snow outside fell as dry and hcavy as salt. The
blasting wind whipped it into coils. Tevele Smcarcr and
Shmuel Klepke turned into Lublin Street, where they both
lived. Bendit walked with me. From time to time he
stopped to catch his breath. “Does your mother let you
study so late?” he shouted.

“Twice a week I study late.”

“I could tell you a story about this but I'd rathcr not.”

“Why not?”

“You'd be afraid of your own shadow afterward.”

He took me to our house. The shutter in the kitchen
was open and I could see Bendit through the window after
I got inside. He stood there with hunched shoulders,
shuffling his feet, writing letters in the snow with his
cane, and looking to right and to left. He shook his head
and scemed to be mumbling and giving signs to somec un-

seen being. Then he began to walk in the direction of the
Sands, where his daughters had their brothel.

Translated by the author and Herbert R. Lottman




