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At the Border

On the border between the settlement and the desert, there is some
sort of creature, a monster, walking about, kecping watch and
guarding the border, and always absorbed in watching and
guarding.

What is she awaiting from the desert?

“Somcone has to come and appear from there,” she says.

Who?

She refuses to say . ... But if someone urges her, toward the end
of the day, when she’s weary of watching and walking, and exhaust-
ed from strenuous expectation, and she sits on a rock and turns her
worried and mournful face to the desert; if someone then sees her
and goes to her rock and sits at her fect, and inquires who she is
waiting for—she turns her face to the inquirer’s face and stares at
him, and then turns her eyes back to the desert, turns away, and
speaks from within herself:

“Who am [ waiting for?> The camel with the two humps from the
desert.”

And what is the camel bringing?

“No rider, no rcin-holder, no goods and no load; just two candles
on his humps .. .."

What docs that mean?

And the creature tells her story:

Deep in the desert now, beneath a gigantic mountain of
sand, there lived a giant, the last of his kind. The giant had
sworn he would find the way back to the tribe of his fathers,
he would dig out their graves and their temples, he would
bring them back and restore them to power. But he wan-
dered through half the world, in vain, until he found himself
in the desert, until he made his way to that mountain . ... He
was told that the gods are living on that mountain, and he
was informed that on certain evenings when the mountain is
darkened and shrouded in night, in the midst of a storm, a
nocturnal tempest in the desert, you can see them on the
high peak, leaning on their staffs and wrapped in their cloaks.

And so he settled beneath the mountain, staring and staring
up at the peak, and he still has never caught sight of them.
And fervently he yearns for them and eagerly he waits for
them, and every evening he kneels at the mountain, at its
foot, with his head turned up high, and stares his eyes out,
and not the least stirring goes past his hearing or bypasses his
ear. But in all this time, he has never seen them and never
heard them.

It was only once, it was an evening, after long staring and
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the long strain of kneeling, that he heard a voice from the
peak of the mountain and the highest height, and the voice
said:

“Giant, you will never bring your gods back to rule, and
never restore your father’s tribe, until you find yourself a
mate, and the two of you have a new generation ...."

The giant heard these words, and he wondered:

Where could he ever find a mate if he were the last of his
giant race, and to whom could he turn if his kind had died
out, and no one was like him in the villages, and they looked
on him as an ancient thing from the furthest bygones, a ves-
tige of the most distant times. ... And whenever he strode
through a settlement, his head would hide the sun from the
people, and whenever he trod through a settlement, his feet
would leave havoc and ruin: and he stomped on forests and
trees, and trudged on towns and fields, and turned men into
mites, and the people would hide in holes in the ground and
cracks in the rocks.

And he wondered:

Where could he turn, and whom could he ask?

And the voice of the mountain, it only spoke once, and he
never heard the voice again. He was full of sorrow. And he
looked all around, on all sides of the desert: perhaps some-
body might come to him, after all, and perhaps somebody
might emerge in the distance, after all. But the desert was—
desert and nothing else. So he sat there, lonesome, in his
place, and kept his eyes in the remoteness, and he found
_nothing outside himself, and outside the skylines and the
heavens, in all that vastness he didn’t even sight a bird.
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Again he waited for a while, until one day, sitting there,
uneasy and stubborn and gloomy, he suddenly heard, aloft
and overhead, something like wings, a rustle. He lifted his
head and saw: A bird, enormous, high overhead, swooping
and whecling, around and around, gliding, and holding
himself as in a prescribed circle, and then, descending from
his height, and pausing low, and stopping its flight. And the
bird called out:

“Giant, don't worry. Giant, don't grieve. Your mate is
ready for you now, your mate is waiting for you, but your
mate is very far from you. And to her, and the place where
she is, this letter will lead you. .. &

And the giant saw, from the bird, down to his feet, a letter
fall, sealed and shut, and drop to the earth. He bent down
and picked it up, and broached the seal and began to read,
and this is what the giant read:

To the last of the giants: Wherever be may be and wherever he

may find bimself, whether at sea, or on land, in a settlement, or in
the desert: Peace, and blessings, and affection. We come to inform
bim that at the edge of the waste, there where the desert comes to
the sea, on the shore and on the rocks, we have a relic, a ruin from
the past. Our fathers ruled there for eons, until they died out,
wiped one another out in battle. All that rentains of our giant tribe
is one daughter: and there she lives in the ancient tower, with three
windows, one facing the sea, one facing the land, and the third—
facing high to the heavens aloft. And she bas ber say, and she bas
ber way: over the water, and the fish in the water—in seas; over the
earth and the creatures of earth—the dry land; and over the winds
and the gales and all manner of birds—in the air, aloft, and all of

them listen to her, and they beed all her orders, and she berself
obeys ber gods and observes their commandments.

Now the gods have said to ber: Why should she sit there, and
just sit and sit, for she is the last, and the imperial tower is growing
older, and no one will fix it, and wood-worms bave gnawed into its
walls, and all its parts are full of holes . ... And she still is young,
but ber youth is vanishing in vain, and ber body is strong, and her
womb could give birth to a race of giants.

So they counseled ber: They knew for sure that a giant is left—at
sea or on land, but somewbere for certain, and be is in the same
situation, and be too is all alone, and longing for a second half, and
looking, and not finding a mate—why not seek bim out and bring
bim back to the tower?

She beeded the gods, and addressed all the birds, the speediest and
the canniest, she asked them and she questioned them:

“Who will try to find the giant?”

One bird, the most skillful, called out and took the mission.
The emperor's daughter gave bim a letter, to fly through the
world and seek the giant, in oceans, in lands, and not miss any
place—and now to you, who are reading this letter, to you, at
nwhose feet the letter bas fallen, it comes from your only mate, from
the giant daughter, and the giant daughter says: Come to me....
Love and affection wait for you, for you and your coming, for
you, the only one, and the long awaited.

Having finished reading, the giant again looked up at the
bird and his place, and the bird was gliding around his place,
and so the giant asked him a question:

“How can I reach the giant daughter?”

“On foot.”

“And in what direction shall I turn my feet?”

“There where the bird shall fly away.”

And the bird soared up from flying low and made several
wheels around his head, and then, having wheeled, he flew
off to one side, toward a point on the horizon—and flew
away. And the giant stood up from where he was sitting,
turned, and then, before his first step, he turned for a last
time to the mountain, to its height and its peak, and he
looked and said: ‘

“Mountain, 1 promise and 1 swear: As 1 have rested

beneath you and at your feet, thus will T have my gods rest
above, on your highest heights, and 1 give you my word and
1 swear an oath, that the first-born son, the first child to
emerge from my loins, shall be given to you as an anchorite,
as the first priest and devoted servant on the mountain . ..."”

[ faving spoken, the giant put down his foot—the giant did
a day’s walking—and the second foot—a second day’s walk-
ing—then the first foot again—and in the middle of the desert,
the giant stumbled upon a tent ... of poles and sticks and
sheets and rags . ... And the whole construction looked like
a frail booth hugging the earth, and in the middle of the
descrt and in great loneliness it aroused pity .... The tent
was very small, and the giant wouldn't even have noticed,
but then a manikin appeared at the door and at the hole,
crouching as though emerging from earth, and shrouded he
was and wrapped in a dark cloak, from head to foot and
back again, and no face and no eye came into sight, and the
giant was amazed: Who can this be and what is he doing
here in the desert? He bent over, and called down, and cried
out:
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And then I turned to ber and I asked: What was she think-
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ing, and what was she musing? But she didn’t reply. So |

asked again: What was going on in ber and why did she

look like that and whom was she thinking about? She

answered: “About another and a better one, and not about

you, who are lying bere.” ‘
“What do you mean?” | asked her.
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| walked over to the camel. In my misery, | found him as

W e YUK AR gD % LN P3 83 01 ORA J20va ' :
: a friend, and in my sorrow—a kin in water. | asked him

PR O PPT R 2RER Jypby R oM 1T R iy dhets

poya OyT PR EIVIDMZ T T DX YD J2bRa YR : »

fly"ﬂb b ‘7:31 IN - '?RST vyl JooLPIUY3 oyT PN “ll’b.at d.o’yau thmlz,.cam'el? ‘

r] ] ®rOR ] ’ [ think it's not the first time, I think you're not ber first.”
[P PR PR JOIORI PR PR poyn py 0 W PR R “IVhat can | do?”

POXK DOUYA Ty DEA JNIEY IR pnvpys Ty PR I3 “Go into the desert.”

;,'mn P Pr oYRR R n¥oyY IR JyNDYL DW3 BYIP R “And then?” ' -
"gx Pa geRILyI P oA PR PR VD BB T ORn PP . {f:ep others like you from coming bere, from taking this
LA A P i R And 1 listened to the camel, and | got on bis back, and be
DR PR A pbyn oMY o — X7 PX T DI took me from the sea and the shore, and off to the sand, and
pnkn 121 R panbyage TR W PR AR b Joyeys to the desert. And I settled bere in a tent, and I warn all the
YR 0 R byt Yb PR PR YD Y oy ,DINYYIONK wayfarers and travelers going there—I war all of them.

P® [yIMDOR TR P2 — yXIRB P py PR PR R VY
pIv TR IR LJYRIPYS TR ® PR3 JOTROY3 T D 1
RNy JYRURIRR PR D DY PR PR 0 K
PPNYIBY PR X2 LYY ROPR IR X2 bIYIRD PPN agn
:W'ﬂ TR VR R JRD TR PR MR pn DIRPRA PT TR OARD

()



YN PR JRE PR IR ARORY PR PR LT DYIRN
YO0 DK JRT LRI PIRNYY X PR DEDK LDKIND K ORI K
TINRAX PR JRT DR YIRWY T IR LDWIPAYI DRY DR K
DYIPR TR DM P2 OPR PR DIDDYLMIX POXYD PR
MOPR 2PN YW PP PRURD PR IR WONR PR YN
TR DR ,PITIOY LY X PR PIXNPY WT KA qyyIyT
DD I PR PR UMWY LEA T PR JPRIVIVT PToag
YT DX [YNYI UORP IPIVT W YR PR LOPIPYI KT
ST PP LW M JRIMIPR PR LJRT UDKIWIND DR DY
Y)OIRT PYOPR 28T L8 LPIYDRI LWI M PO PR YpW
1 DOKID DEN IIOYI IYID R PR ORI PROPR X LYTIYN
DIYYI DYOI TD ST DR — TIYIT JBR PR X2 R OEN K
PR TR DM PR DEN D LIYIDYY YEBRORI O PR INA LWL
— 777 DORY LYK [FOYN PO PR UK DIR T LYT DN
PR JIWOYI R PR JWRR R DD, {DIYDLIPYIBR T N u;,m
«"§7 DODY 1T DR T b VY

: DIYIDY) PK KD PR WT—DOPN OFN —
S9N DY N IR PIIPIP DRI PR AR T LRA—1MR —
LIWBLIYYI PN

r : ©ToRMMD — |

PIPP PR PYp vovR 1T —

PTOVIR WLIPN VK JHI P 3EA PR N ioynyya PR
PPLTI IR OYP M LIYYIWT PR DPA UK, YBIYI [PIPBIN
RONLPYYYL WP K M PR PR KA LY R K3 r:‘,
SR RTOJIYRY DN PR WIHYID R PR IYUDIRIRIVOM)
SIMPIDK IR PR PP POV DR T PR PIENY 0IRYYIpL
X3 PR PR PYWI DLW DR OT PR DIBINRD KT 37 YY)
RIR DYPOYYIP R DYBY LN TRI WIWPT PR DR b v Oy
DR BEIR YR D PR P2, IBUYIDK PR P2 LLOPYIR
TR DR POYI PP N PR AR IR PR axA 0159 (0h
oYM TR PR LIV UPPIBPIDIND TR PR DIpubmsvh
M PR ARD PABEI OB I IIXTDIMKPYR PR R Yobga

K3 PR PRI DWIPNRD PO DYN FOOWIRD K | yRWWORD ¢
PR DY PRYKD D T JXT PR PR WRE P oMK
YN JRT DXY 0% PR PR LRI Lo YD JWONK
. DoyPOyYs DDRWAYA-YIRNYY VT IRD R DR KD PR
oxm 27 M LUIRT X YT DRI SOR OYT IIPT TR AR
PR D YUK B DK B¥p R PK I PKOTY pw3 Yo
£-gp BRp DY IR WORN PR 3P 2T 12 JJVIRDUYI YORN
' ompys m Joon pw3 DR PUIPIP MK TR Yow R 0
} -y3 [ypnRD yNYWORD K OBy DD N PR TE DD W PR
"piby |B PR DK PR YN ,PDyp DX JRIPNT TR 3 g
| % —jpouYgnyT BYT WX U0 PROPK YNNI DIV RN
LK PRDR X BYTYNPY PE PR 3D IFOKN PR JUIVE
—i DIYIDYI R
, 79pyp ,WDIPD BYN PR —
¥ own poda PR Y8D YURIY DRT LW PRD R0 —
/ SYTR WOWIY YT
70 O¥N PR —
P WATD WT PR —
A TORN PR —
‘\,g-wynx B PR YN D LOYEE NI M FPUR YRR PR —
[ JWPEIR PN
ByT I 3§N PR PR P0yp ORT DAY agd PR K- ’

3y 0 PR DRPD PR OYT DA ,DIPIPIDIR [P |BK
qRPT PH DET LY JANAZIDYIX TORT (DX IR UDYIBE
-3 DHYXYI PR ODIPT PTOPR ARW VIR WATE W PR
SIRYPITPAR - YOR PR YpIRYTIOM yoR PR DIYIRD ,UIYT
o JRIPK DT PR — TN PATIRTPAR 10 P

L7 IR ,UPPIYIRD TPOXIT 128 DA WPRYIP W R
pYpuYRYIYRILIRG |21 WONK OUR Yow PR WPURYIP
on R LYYORIRD PUIYNPINWIR K OUK DR 272y
poww puw  wn PR PEIWp b DY JJOIRYYIBEIR BRP
i LDIRNYI PUUYTDIRTIPIR IOT AR PR 1T JER

3 71003yt 0 DIK PR YEE OFN PR —

Jm vws —

PUDIY DEN 3D WT PR —

Lo29Yw YR D PR —

PO KT PE DRI TROWT PR oW ypravk R Yow
-mgn DY DP OYT N UIYURNIDW rURTNIZNY IR
-ypy3 WD PBYIPYY ¢ PR Lap IpT M PR PR DI
JPPIPIDIR DK PR LW PR UMY DK Y URA LYY
-ay7 PR ,JPIR DR P PIAIY B PR INPI 0PI Y PR
W ML U P Y PRI U2X bpow K MK TR
“y3 M P P71 DK K potvoyag APy %D
Jynu

And the leper finished his story, and the leper fell silent,
remaining in the shroud of his cloak, and in his stillness and
concealment, and with his head drooping, and with his body
and his muteness, he waited for the giant who stood over-
head.

“And what would you tell me to do now?"”

“Don't go.”

“And the bird who's calling?”

“He's her messenger.”

Silence and several minutes. And the giant straightencd up
from his bending, and turned his head toward the horizon, to
where the bird had taken its course. He Jooked for him and
his eyes peered out, but the bird was nowhere and didn't ap-
pear. And then time passed. And the bird came flying from
far away, flying and circling around the giant.

“What did you want, giant?”

“To know the truth.”

“About what?”

“About the giant daughter and your mission.”

“It’s the truth.”

“And what about what the leper said?”

“What can a leper say?”

“And proof?”

“The camel.”

“Where?"

“Here."

And a camel appeared next to the giant, in the desert and
in the middle, and the camel’s neck was craned, and his head
and face were turned toward the edge of the sky. And the
camel was pensive and seemed to be ready for something,
waiting for the giant, for his questions, to reply and respond.

“And you, camel, what do you have to say about the
leper?”

“I don't know him.”

“And who brought him here?”

“Not I, nor my like, nor my kind.”

“Leper!” screamed the giant, lifting his foot to the leper’s
head and body, and holding him ready: “Leper!"” His voice
screamed louder, and all at once, with all his strength, he
brought down his foot.... And the leper was wiped into
nothingness, and the giant brought down his tent and booth,
and his rags and his poles as his tombstone and—let him lie
there, and never tell lies again, and the giant set out again on
his journey.

And when the giant had walked in the desert a day or
two, encountering no one, and the desert didn't end, with no
issue in sight, he sat down one evening on the road, lay
down on the sand, and called out and invited the bird, his es-
cort, guide, and harbinger, for the evening: “Bird, appear!”

The bird emerged from a remote edge of the sky and
from flying back, in the darkness and with weary wings, and
keeping low, in the final glow of the desert, he flew over to
the giant, flew up and asked:

“What do you want, giant?”

“To ask how far it still is to the giant tower."”

“It's not so far, you can start preparing.”

“For what?”

“For the night and for bed. Lie down.”

And when the giant lay down, stretching his legs and
limbs the length of the desert, closing his eyes and slowly
yielding to sleep and the thoughts of sleep, and slowly doz-
ing off, he began to dream:

"T'he mountain abandoned by the gods was coming to life
again. On the height and on the peak, a temple appcared,
new and reconstructed, and refurbished, and opened as for a
festivity . ... And now the night was coming on, and outside
there was darkness and gloom, but inside the temple was
bright and radiant, and through the windows the festivity
was shining upon the mountain and through the night....
And for the moment, the temple was empty. But then a man
appeared on the threshold, a scrvant, and he opened the
portal, and opened the temple, for those who were to come
and enter—let them in. And now they were coming from the
mountain, from all its sides and from the bottom, over stair-
ways and footpaths, and all with candles in their hands,
shiclding the lights from the wind and from snuffing.

The people went up and came to the temple, and gathered
at the cntrance, and quictly stepped indoors. And the
climbers increased, and women and children, and the old
were led by the young, and they all went into the temple’s
brightness, and they all gathered with their candles. And
then, in the temple, at pulpit-height, by the castern wall, fac-
ing the entrance, an old pricst appeared, dressed in white. He
quictly stood before the crowd, stood there and spoke to the
crowd:
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“In the name of the temple and in the name of the gods of
the temple, I herewith proclaim that this temple is open and
new again! We owe it to one of us, a last and remaining one
of our race, this was his wish, he yearned for this rencwal,
and thanks to his wishing, thanks to his yearning, we now
have gathered together, we have assembled here. I say unto
you: Honor the temple.” ‘ ' ‘

And the worshipers listened to the priest, and with r|3c1r
candles in their hands they fell to their knccs, and the priest

raised his hands over them, and the priest softly prayed over
them, and they knelt there in silence, and took the prayer
and its stillness upon themselves and upon their heads . . . .

“And now,” said the priest, “stand up and listen.”

And the crowd got up from its kneeling, the worshipers
got to their feet, and all of them gazed at the pricst and
waited for his words. And the priest went on to say:

“In the name of the temple, and in the name of the gods of
the temple, we shall give our benefactor a gift now, we shall
give him a present for his wedding night, two unlit candlcs,
for him and for his spouse, for him and for the giant daugh-
ter, his chosen bride.”

And now the priest took from the pulpit table, which was
covered with burning candles, two unlit candles, two candles
that weren't burning: large and long, waxen and freshly
wicked, and he took them in his hands, and held them out to
the crowd, and then he went on to say:

“Let him come and let him take them, our benefactor, our
temple-rebuilder, for his wedding, and for his night, his first,
and when he and his beloved, he and his spouse, shall unitc,
then the two candles and wicks shall blend, each one kin-
dling the other, and becoming one fire, and they shall be sent
down to men, and men shall see the candles and they shall
know: An ancient race has been restored, and ancient gods
have come back to life, and the giants and their dynasty have
been restored to power and might.,.."

And the giant listened to all these words, for he was in the
crowd, and then he walked over to the old priest and the
pulpit and stretched out his hands to him and took the
candles and walked back.

And as the giant walked back with the lights, he saw: The
brightness in the temple grew dark and went out. The festiv-
ities died out, and a grief drew across the walls and a
shadowy shroud descended on the people, and they all re-
mained in the darkness, and the candles in their hands faded
and died, and the candles at the pulpit—flickered and shrank.
And the temple grew still. On the pulpit they saw: The
priest was gone and in his place stood a man, shrunken, and
shrouded in some kind of cloak, and his face was concealed,
and so was his body, and his head was covered, and his voice

emerged from beneath his cover, faintly emecrged, as he
spoke these words:

“And the giant shouldn’t think and he shouldn't assume
that what he sces now is really seen, and what happens now
before his eyes is truly and really taking place .. .. It's all a
dream, a figment, it's all a fancy of his, a wish fulfillment,
and right is he who is speaking now, and right was the leper,
and he says he stathped him out but not his truth, he
wouldn't listen, but truth is eruth!”

And then cverything, the entire temple, and all that filled
the temple, vanished from before the eyes of the giant, and
the crowd was gone, and the mountain was as deserted as
once, and silent in the night and on the mountain peak, silent

S!fl()(l the leper's tent. ... And the giant trembled, and the
glant awoke,

“Bird!" he shouted, “Where are vou?"

And when the giant opened his cyes with his shout and
cast his eyes around far and wide, all that he saw was a gray-
ing, dawning, a silent desert dawning, and no one was necar
his bed, and no creature appeared in the distance, and all the
world was drowsing still, and everything was deathly silent.

The giane called out to the bird again, called out, and the
?)ir(i called hack to him, and came flying to him from drows-
iness and grayishness, and sleepily flew up to him, and asked
him what he needed,

“I've had a dream.”

“I know.,”

“I'xplain.”

“It's nothing,”

“And the two candles?"

“Here they are!"

And the bird pointed to his side, and the camel was al-
ready standing there, ever since dawn, for such a long time,
and on his two humps there were two candles, two long,
l:.nrgc candles, waxen and never kindled, and standing oppo-

site one another, straight and tall and sparkling at onc an-
other, and the camel, silently holding them, camcllike, the
candles on his humps, and staring at the giant and waiting
for l!lc giant's standing up from the ground, and for his
standing straight, and the camel waited for him to start out,
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And the giant stood up, and shook off the night and his ly-
ing, and the bird flew off into the distance, and the camel
stirred from where he was, and the giant walked off from
where he was, and started off into the day and into the fur-
ther part of his journey.

And for the third time, and the last, the leper came in the
giant’s way. And this is what happened:

When the giant had been walking a while, and had strode
across most of the breadth of the desert, and was coming
close to the end of the sand and the start of the ocean, and to
the tower by the sea, he suddenly saw in the bright broad
day a mirage in the desert. The sun reflected and brought to
the giant, before his eyes, in the desert: an enormous city,
filled with walls and houses, and filled with streets, and
people scurrying to and fro, and people avoiding one another
in haste, and people deeply absorbed. Suddenly, a square in
the city opened, a large square, a giant square, enough for an
enormous crowd. But the square was empty and abandoned,
and filled with a void, and no one appeared. However,
people started coming, from all sides and from all streets, and
from all corners, and from all alleys. One by one, and hug-
ging the ends, and then more and more, and into the middle,
and slowly, slowly, filling the square, and growing into a

huge assembly. Now the square was thronged and black with:

people, and a black throng filled it out. Next, a high place
appeared at the center—of wooden boards, or a pile of sand,
it was hard to say which. And there in that place that stuck
out of the crowd, a man emerged and stood out above the
assembly. For a while, the man waited for the crowd, for a
moment or two, looked around as he waited, and then, to at-
tract their attention he held up his hand, stretched it out and
called to the pcople:

“Great and mighty asscmbly, a holiday has been pro-
claimed for us today. A great event has called us together.
Know that a giant has appeared in the desert, till now he
lived in loncliness, he was the last and alone and a lcftover,
and now at last he has found his mate, and today he will go
to mate with his mate; and he means to create offspring
like himself and his ancient forebears, and giants will cmerge
from his loins and giants will come to the settlements now,

and a new power shall rule over our heads. And the giant's
dominion shall be lofty, and it shall reach to the very sky,
and the lofty sun will reach from the heavens to crown his
head. And you shall be shiclded and protected by the giant
crown. And no encmy shall attack you and no hostile armics
shall cross your borders. ... Now listen to every word I say,
listen and be joyous at what I say!”

And the people listened to everything, and they listened in
silence, and when the man was finished speaking, the people
wouldn't stic from the square and no one spoke and no one
roused a cry of joy. The people stood hushed, waiting, and
waiting, and all at once~a voice cried out from the throng, a
single voice that carried across the square, carried its shout:

“We don't need him! We don’t want him! We aren't wait-
ing for him to eclipse the sun ... .”

“We don't need him! We don’t want him!" came from all
sides and all ends and from the great center and from all
mouths—"We don't nced him, he's forcign to us, the giant,
he will tread over our heads, he will wreck our houses, he
will cclipse the sun and send darkness to us—We don't need
him!"

All of them bent down and all of them picked up clods of
earth and dust and stones and turned to the man who was
standing on the height, and they shouted:

“Where is he?” they all shouted and hollered as one.

“T'here!™ said the man, pointing to the giant who stood in
the desert. “There he is! Do what you willl There he is!
Fe's in your hands!”

And the people began to fling stones and cast dirt, and an
uproar arosc in the throng, and people stampeded one an-
other, and pushed and jostled one another, and thronged and
crowded and attacked one another, and came closer and
closer to the giant—and all at once:

The vision vanished, the crowd was gone, the square was
empty. Abandoned and deserted, and not a soul in sight, and
only one man, on the high place, the crier, face to face with
the giant, silently they eyed onc another, the two of them
alone on the square. He was alone now, the cricr, and he
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looked sad, and forlorn, and after his silence, he spoke to

the giant: i
“Giant, where are you going, where are your steps direct-

Cd?,, . . . " .
“Toward the place where the bird is calling! replied the

giant.

“Why?”

“To arouse the strength of the old giants and to bestow
power on the settlements.”

“Who wants it?”

“I want it, and I shall do it!”

“And what about the people?”

“They belong to the leper!”

And now the man who stood before the giant began to
cover and hide his face, and buried his head in his cloak....
And now it was the leper before the giant, his old friend,
shrunken and covered, and the giant strode over to him, and
the giant, in disgust and fury, trod over to hi'm .... And the
leper was gone, and the vision in the desert disappeared from
the giant and the giant’s eye, the city was gone, and the
streets of the city, and every last trace of the city was gone,
and then—the evening came to the desert, and when the
giant, striding and treading to the leper, looked around, and
opened his eyes, he saw the desert and the way out. And he
sniffed the ocean, and soon he caught sight of the shore of
the ocean, and a tower was standing on the shore, an old and
ancient tower, with windows facing the sea and Fhe
desert . ... It was evening already, and a flag was fluttering
on the steeple, and calling out, and inviting him into the
tower, and the giant walked over, and turned his steps
toward the tower....

And he saw: The bird flew over to one of the windows,
and rapped on the glass with weary wings. The window
opened. A head came out, huge and rare, the head of the
daughter of the tower, waiting for someone from the desert.
The head appeared and was radiant, and turned to the new-
comer, welcoming. The giant saw the head, and the sea was
calin, and at the shore, along the sand, stood the camel who

had come from the desert, stood with the candles on its
humps, the large and silent candles, the waxen and never-
ignited candles.

The giant entered the tower.

And when he encountered the daughter of the tower, no
one could see, and when they met, no one was present, be-
cause she had a room in a room, and she never went into that
room, and that room was always locked, and only waited for
this to happen. And a lamp and a table were standing there,
and the lamp was never lit, but now it was burning for to-
day, for this meeting.

They entered the room, and an hour went by—and they
were silent, and after an hour—they still remained. And the
night arrived and the stars emerged ini the heavens, and the
night covered the world, and the tower and the lamp of the
tower were radiant with festivity., And it was late at night,
and the sea was talking in its sleep, and the camel was stand-
ing on the shore and listening to the talking sea, and the
camel wet his feet in the water, waiting for the tower and
for the lamp in the tower.... And at last, the lamp was
snuffed.. ..

And all was still, and the tower stood there, old and an-
cient, and the darkness was as if reborn, and it had never
been so dark. And the sea was sighing, and breathing with all
its might. And the camel was standing still, waiting for the
night to end. And finally the night did end.

The morning star emerged in the heavens and peered
down upon the sea and the desert, and blessed them both
with its gaze and its favors . . . . And then in the tower, a
window opened, a window facing the sea, and a voice could
be heard on the shore and the water:

“The night is past, and the night was blessed, and now is
the time for the candles on the camel’s humps, .. .”

And then the candles on the humps leaned toward one an-
other, came toward one another, and the morning star was
watching, and the morning star was shining from the sky,
and both wicks lit up, and both wicks joined in one fire
and—the camel emerged from the water and walked away
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from the ocean shore, and he turned to the dawn, the quiet
daybreak, turned his face toward the desert and walked into
the desert, intending to walk beyond the desert and bring the
light and the tiding to mortals.. .. .

“And that's who I was waiting for, the camel, and that's who |
keep looking for, at the border, and it's been so long since he en-
tered the desert, and it's been so long since he's been coming.”

And that was the creature’s tale.
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