DAVID BERGELSON - AT THE DEPOT (1909)

(93) Story begins w/Avromchik building a home @ the depot & Benish Rubinstein’s
decision not to go home to his wife
Loses everything on a bad loan
Clara arrives & he finds an ersatz home
(114) Tells her about his beloved shtetl; there he was loved.
(119) After making his 1% profit, dreams of returning home
Hits rock bottom; strikes another merchant; falls ill
(128) More elaborate dream of return
(133) even Clara laments her lost life
By story’s end: reconciled to his fate; writes a letter to his wife.
Q: Whose side is Bergelson on?
Q: What about life in big cities?
A: (131) No less miserable
A: Everyone “enchanted” by the ancient, sleepy depot.
A: The shtetl holds out no hope whatsoever; emblem of irrevocable loss
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