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Anyone familiar with our Russian Poland knows
what Jews mean by a small shtet], a little town.

A small shtetl has a few small cabins, and a fair every other
Sunday. The Jews deal in liquor, grain, burlap, or tar. Usually,
there's one man striving to be a Hassidic rebbe.

A shiot, on the other hand, a town, contains several hundred
wooden homes (that's what they call a house: a fime) and a row of
d brick shops. There are: a very rich man (a parvenu), several well-
¥ to-do storekeepers, a few dealers in fields, hareskins, wax, honey,
some big money-lenders, who use cash belonging either to the
rich man, going halves on the profits, or to the tenant farmers
and tenant innkeepers in the surrounding area. Such a town has
a Polish landowner (the porits) with his manor. He owns the town '
and some ten villages, this entire district being known as a shlisl.
Some prominent Jew, who is held in esteem at the manor, leases
the entire town or even the entire district. Such a town also has a
Jewish VIP, who is a big shot with the district police chief. Such 2
town has an intriguer, who is always litigating with the town and
the Jewish community administration, even on the level of the
provincial government. In such a town, the landowner tries to get
a Hassidic rebbe to take up residence, because if Jews come to
him from all over, you can sell them vodka, ale, and mead. All,
these goods belong to the landowner, and so up goes his income. |

Such a town has a winehouse keeper, a watchmaker, and a
doctor, a past cantor and a present cantor, a broker, 2 madman, -
and an abandoned wife (an agunah), community beadles, and a
caterer. Such a town has a tailors’ association, a burial association,

a Talmud association, and a free-loan association. Such a town |

has various kinds of synagogues: a shul (mainly for the Sabbath
and holidays) a bes-medresh (the house of study, for everyday use), :
and sometimes even a klaiz (a smaller house of worship) or a shiibl .
(a small Hassidic synagogue). God forbid that anyone should -
accidently blurt out the wrong word and call the town a shtetl!
He'll instantly be branded as the local smartass or madman.

A town is called a big fown if there are a couple of thousand |

householders and a few brick buildings aside from the wooden
homes. This is a horse of a different color. Here, everyone boasts
that he greeted someone from the next street because he mistook
him for an out-of-towner. After all: In such a big town like this,.
how can you tell if a stranger is a local? There are tons of people:
whom you don't know from Adam.

The story we are going to read took place in two towns: One
town is Mezhbezh and the other town cannot be mentioned by
name. So we will call it Nosuchville. ‘The two towns are forty miles
apart.

pIn a town like Nosuchville, who isn't doing well? Only the bes-
medresh beadle, the shul beadle or the community beadles aren’t
so well off, because ever since the Hassidim came along, the Cold
Shul has remained empty. At Rosh Hashanah (New Year's) and
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), the tenant farmers come from
the countryside with their wives and children to pray in the shul.
But the rest of the year, you'll hardly ever sce the minyan, the
quorum of ten men, there. They have 1o rely on the “len idlers,”
the ten pious men maintained by 2 congregation to ensure a
minyan. Hence, the standing joke: “Who goes to shul? The rain,
because the roof is full of holes.” But no worshipers go to the
shul.

All the rich Jews pray in the bes-medresh because it's warm in’
the winter. When peasants get together for a talk, they go to the
tavern. There they chatter and babble over vodka. But Jews won't
go to a tavern for drinks and conversation, so the best place for,

them is a synagogue. All day long, young men and boys sit in the’i
bes-medresh, they study a bit and the rest of the time they talk. :
The whole town gathers there for prayers, and they also talk.
Some people talk while they pray or pray while they talk, the rest |
wlk business, all kinds of business, they exchange news and |
gossip, and they scarcely pray a word or two—all this in the bes-

medresh.
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The bes-medresh beadle is the right sort of beadle because all
the householders are his masters: when it comes to Hanukkah
money, Purim money, and the collection bowl on the eve of Yom
Kippur, they give him more than they give the shul beadle. And
when the householders go on a trip or come back, he’s always
sure to get something.

And then there are the community beadles, they go around
asking for alms, the victims curse the living daylights out of them
and hate their guts. Which leaves the beadles impoverished and
degraded all their lives.

Aaron, the town beadle, had a room in the bes-medresh, and
there he lived with his wife Sarah. In addition, Sarah worked as a
nurse for women in childbirth, she would bring back cakes and
quarters of roast capon, whole jars of butter and flasks of liquor.
While tending the new mother, Sarah did not forget her husband
and her daughter Sheyntse, she let them enjoy the good things
too.

Aaron the Beadle was no ignoramus in religion: Occasionally,
he said the Subbath afternoon prayer and he could also manage
the beginning of prayers on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Once, in Yampelye, he had been a Talmud instructor, but an eye
disease had forced him to give up teaching, so he had become the
bes-medresh beadle in Nosuchville. When he greeted people on
the holidays, they always gave him a large chunk of cake—and on
Purim, gingerbread with some fried poppy.

Now Aaron and Sarah had a very beautiful daughter named
Sheyntse, and she had just turned fourteen when our story
begins, in the year 5572 (or, according to the Christian calendar,
the winter of 1812-1813).

The daughter of a beadle, a bes-medresh beadle, who lives in
the bes-medresh with her father and mother, sees nothing but

men and boys, young husbands or teachers, who sometimes come
to summon her mother: “Hurry up, Sarah, they need you!" She
also saw men in the bes-medresh on winter days, when they
interrupted their studies to ask for a drink of water, and her
mother would snap: “Ahal The Torah's blazing in you, so you
have to guzzle up all my water. For the three and a half goddamn
ducats that Aaron gets every goddamn week, he has to throw in
his goddamn water.”

Risking another “"goddamn!™ they guzzled the water.

As for women or girls, Sheyntse never saw any, but in the
summer, girls would gather in the anteroom of the shul to teach
one another how to dance. Sheyntse would also join in, learning
how to dance, playing jacks, and singing songs.

Sheyntse was envious of the rich girls here, who showed one
another their penmanship models on lined paper and boasted

that they could already pray and read. It made her cry, and she
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She was an only child, and when she refused to eat—whether it WD PR OWEPEME TE I 1YY a1

begged her father and mother to teach her how to write and pray
and read.

was cake or roast capon that her mother gave her—and only wept
and wept, begging them to let her study the things that other
girls could do, her parents had to give in, and they promised: “Of
course, Sheyntse darling, sweetheart, just eat, tomorrow morn-
ing, first thing, we’ll hire Mikhel the Belfer to tutor you. You'll
know more than any of the other girls.” (The eifer is the teacher’s
assistant, the one who brings the little boys and girls to the heder,
the school, and back home again.)

Now Aaron the Beadle was not a poor man. He had money,
and his wife Sarah had her own litile stash tucked away. So the
next morning, before prayers, they called in Mikhel and they
hired him wholesale for all three things, praying, reading, and |
writing, for fifteen guldens.
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Mikhel was head belfer for Shloyme Beshekhes, the
b__ﬁft teacher of young children (the dardeke-melamed). He was

upright, keeping his head high instead of sticking it forward the
way other people do. Mikhel had a lovely penmanship and he
studied the Pentateuch with the finest group. That was why he
enjoyed the esteem of Shloyme Beshekhes, the teacher. Shloyme
paid him twenty silver guldens a semester plus belfer money for
every child, which added up to something like twenty guldens
more per semester. Mikhel took his meals with the householders,
rotating month after month."

Mikhel Gravestone, Mikhel the Belfer, earned another twenty |
silver guldens each semester teaching girls how to write. The rich
daughters were tutored in reading and praying by Shloyme
Beshekhes, but Mikhel was paid extra to teach them penmanship.

Mikhel the Belfer also knew a little of the Muscovite language,
and so the Jews would ask him to read a ticket for them: “Please,
Mikhel, just glance at it, would you, and tell me how long it’s
good for.” You don't pay a single kopek for a favor like that, you

nicknamed Mikhel Gravestone, because he always walked bolt
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don't even say “thank you,” because Mikhel's news was almost

always bad: “Uh, oh! Your ticket expired a long time ago.”
Mikhel could also do arithmetic. But that's a pretty useless skill,
because the Jews in such a town have a standing joke, which
always cracks them up: “Oh boy! Where can I ever get the money
that 1 could count up with circles and dashes! The guys doing
arithmetic always say: ‘Five, take away eight, take away, take:
away.’ In the end, there ain't a kopek in sight, hahaha!” Uﬂyq ;
Mikhel Gravestone, a handsome boy of twenty or so, with curly
earlocks that were always crisp from being shampooed in beer, .
with whole pointed shoes, stockings made of thread down to the
middie and cotton below, linen breeches with yellow ribbons, a
blue taffeta arbe-kanfes (ritual undergarment), a collar at his :
throat, a gaberdine with hooks (no straps), tightly girded in a’
black belt, a high fur hat, and a clean velveteen skullcap. All this
was known as: Mikhel the Belfer.
During the summer (before the winter in which our story
begins), Sheyntse learned how to pray and read and write a lot
better than all the other girls, and Mikhel received his fifteen

silver guldens.
The beadle and his wife groaned at shelling out the cash, but

they were d
that she could pray and read fluently plus write

epistles by heart and very well to boot.

el.igﬁed that their only child was so interested and
all the model
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Shloyme Beshekhes the teacher was no fool, he knew
that Mikhel the Belfer was keeping his school afloat, and that as
soon as he got married, he'd be the greatest teacher (you have to
marry if you want to be a teacher; so long as you're a bachelor,
you can only be an assistant). As a result, some time ago, Shloyme

had offered Mikhel Gravestone a partnership on condition that if

he married he was not to start his own school; the heder was
based on their equal partnership, except that Shloyme had two
rubles more.

Mikhel Gravestone accepted, but only on condition that
Shloyme Beshekhes agree to act as marriage-broker and get
Aaron the Beadle’s daughter for Mikhel.

Shloyme kept his part of the bargain and told Aaron the
Beadle and Sarah the beadle’s wife that this would be an excellent
match.

“Just look at Mikhel, absolutely, why, he dresses like a king,
absolutely, he's got a spare gaberdine, and he's got at least three
hundred guldens saved up, and besides, he's a very practical
fellow, he puts by every kopek he makes, and the rich men in
town are absolutely mad about him. He knows all about their tax
dealings, absolutely, because he writes all their documents, yes,
absolutely. Even Meyer ‘T'sippes, the government supplier, always
asks him to read his government contracts, absolutely, the ones
on stamped paper, and he also reads the town leaseholder’s
receipts in Polish and he can tell you the name of every
landowner and when the money's due. Oh my, if God had
considered me worthy to have a daughter, then I would grab a
man like Mikhel, absolutely, what a son-in-lawl His learning is
priceless, absolutely. He can read the weekly section of the Bible

‘with the greatest scholars, absolutely, as though he were reeling:

off a single verse. And if you like, I'll tell you another secret:

Mikhe! has a marvelous voice: if he wraps the prayer shawl
around his head, he'll make a fantastic prayer leader, they'll lick
their fingers, absolutely, when they hear him pray! Just do what
I, Shloyme Beshekhes, tell you, absolutely, give him your daugh-
ter's hand, and do it right away. Why, Aaron, you know what it
says in the Torah: ‘Lest another come first!” So say yes and mazel-
tov, absolutely!”
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When Shloyme came to talk about the match, they had told -

Sheyntse: “Just step into the chamber, darling, for 2 moment,
would you.” (How far is it from the beadle’s room to the

chamber? Closer than from the stove to the oven.) A partition of |

thin boards couldn't prevent the girl from overhearing every |

word that Shloyme Beshekhes spoke.

Sarah, the beadle’s wife, said that she liked the match. She

would offer a dowry of two hundred guldens, she had a hundred
guldens, which she could pay out, one by one, if you please and |

right away at that, and the town could help out. If you please.
“Cat got your tongue, Aaron? Your healthy, wealthy house-

holders—if you please. Just bring them some cake—won't they |
chip in a hundred guldens together, if you please? Are you ;
worried about clothes? The Good Lord will provide, and if worst *
comes to worst, if you please, I'll give her my own feathers, and .

my own bedding, if you please. And the wedding, if you please,
should take place right after the holidays!”
Aaron the Beadle snapped at her:

“A woman has long hair and short brains. Y' know, you're .
forgetting that Sheyntse has to have a headband, y' know, isn’t

that right? We can give them room and board, y’ know, but a
headband, that's the most important thing, y' know. What do you
say, Shloyme?”
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'Sheynr.se burst out of the chamber in tears:

I wanna big headband! What are you gonna do? Stick a veil on
me -hl!(e a peasant and leave out the headband? No, no, and no
again!” '

Sarah the beadle’s wife sided with Shloyme and pointed her
finger at Aaron:

“Do you see what he's done, Shloyme? When did she ever see a
headband, if you please? Would she have ever known by herself

what a headband s, if you please? He has to come and start in—
and she thinks that if you don’t get a headband, you have to wear !

a veil, if you please!”
Sheyntse retorted: “Of course I've seen headbands. You think

I'm blind or something? When those rich women go and kiss the ;

Torah on the Feast of the Torah, they wear a headband. The
poor women don't have headbands, and they look like something
the cat dragged in. I wanna have a big headband, like Gabriel's |
wife, Gittel, with big pearls and diamonds. Why not?” ,

“Hahaha!” laughed Sarah. “Don’t be silly, if you pleasel Gittel's
headband must have cost at least ten thousand rubles.”

Shloyme Beshekhes brought forth a learned council:

“Do you know what you should do, absolutely? Do what
Abraham said: ‘I am a stranger and a sojourner with you.
Borrow some of the dowry to buy a headband, so it will be both a
stranger and a sojourner, absolutely. Ha, now Shimen the
Magnate is utterly impoverished now, absolutely. He has sold his
home and all he’s got left is the headband, his wife’s, absolutely.
Of course she doesn't want to sell it, but she must be willing to
borrow money on it, absolutely. Their boy is my pupil but they
can't afford to pay me, absolutely, he’s an awfully bright lad, he
is, absolutely, but the poor thing walks around in rags. Ha, a fine
piece of advice, don’t you think, absolutely.”

Whether or not she agreed with the advice, Sarah was de-

lighted at the prospect of having her daughter wear Shimen the

Magnate’s wife’s headband. Sarah cried:

“Oh, what a God we have! That Yente-Pessye thought she had
God in the palm of her hand, if you please, she always used to say
so charmingly: ‘What do those filthy beadles’ wives want from

me? Oh, my, what do the goyim say? ‘Give not, ‘bark not!’ Well, -

ou won't be so hoity-toity anymore, my dear, if you pleasel

Today, the ‘filthy beadle’s wife’ will have the glory of seeing her

daughter wear Yente-Pessye's headband to synagogue, if you
pleasel Cat got your tongue, Aaron? Make up your mind, why,
after all, a marriage is made in heaven, if you pleasel” :

Aaron, with his dripping eyes, glanced at his wife Sarah and at:
Sheyntse, and he saw that both of them wanted the marriage.
Waving his hand, he said:

“Well, Shloyme, y' know, if it's fated to be, then go to it.”

Shloyme went to it with a will, the engagement contract wis
drawn up and the wedding was slated for the first of Adar (early
March), mazel-tov!

Sheyntse had no concept of money, and so she didn’t under-
stand that if you have a dowry of two hundred rubles and you
lend only some of it on a headband, then the headband probably
won't be as big as Gittel’'s. Meanwhile, right after the engagement
contract was signed, Sheyntse hung up a small mirror in the
chamber to view herself in the big headband after the wedding.
But for now, she was a bride-to-be.

Sarah the beadle’s wife was elated. For once, she could be the
mother of a bride; for once, people would be saying “mazel-tov!”
to her, instead of her saying it to everyone else. And what sweet
revenge: Yente-Pessye’s headband would come to her Sheyntse,
the daughter of the “filthy beadle’s wife” would be wearing it,
and the thought of revenge made Sarah swell with pride.
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Aaron the Beadle had a good head on his shoulders, and when
the wealthy men in town said: “Mazel-tov, Aaronl” he replied
instead of thanking them:

“Mazel-tov to you, you re the ones who are giving the wedding,
so I have to be congratulating you, y’ know. I'll be coming around
to collect money for the dowry, y' know, and the clothes.”

The bridegroom, Mikhel the Belfer, was smart enough to be
delighted when he saw that Beautiful Sheyntse had become even
more beautiful and was growing more and more beautiful by the
day. He really loved Sheyntse, and after the engagement contract
was signed, she began loving her Mikhel too. In a shtetl like—
oops! pardon me, that was a slip of the tongue—in a toun like
Nosuchville, a man and his fiancée aren't supposed to talk a lot.
But on the pretext of wanting to teach her arithmetic (“Who
knows, it might come in handy some timel” said Aaron the
Beadle), Mikhel came over every day. Whether they did any
arithmetic, nobody knows—but they did chat as behooves an
intelligent bridegroom and a beautiful bride.

7387 M7 NYWA Orea ¥R bea ST Yabp 8 B AR
(PIRT OYIW R ) DISLIYY STWIR LWV, LMY O
TOR BEp 8% NN TRT LY TR LTUR 3wt —
“HUNY STOR 22 B 8 T TR Yy PR R 3wtem e
JOWR ST MR DX 1T OYT AMK BOYA 0BT 1LYl
W7 I AT pRAYS Yot vy pBbya Yow ihnm oyl
TIENYY MWW TR PR VIOV YO0 T N VIVA DEA W 18
YT TYRINE DR Y LSYIT DR WY R ¥ O¥N bIYN PR
TR [EANAYME QUKIA YT T DWIY DEA T PR LRIy 20
g TR) 20D0W B PR JVLED 387 18 2y yhom
w1y N BRLW VIR PR — (RIS 01 DR WEROMDNIR
LBYT TMT I oy P pau ata 3wk 1N ¥ gy ey
-RoMIB) WMAWR SOYEE wrwhtonk v bm oy I8 STYIONR |
LT DBW TR BRA ~— Y0P Y% PEEE WP 0¥ AR
YA TART PR DM W 2NR YRP I A8D yhy Yom waybhs
ig ORI T JA8T POVIBRYA — B [ya bovm Lbnybe
JL5NRTYR J8A AP WAR R WM LW NN WNep

(P UL TIDRRA) P71 :

JUASYR YR N — (onxnynow PR) mowe it

SbyTPRIS — OYHE 8 1 DD gm0l — AT

R Vil ar S A e 1

—r——

— A7K 73 PR P2 3090 B WA OYDy0 8 (7 A0 noxan)te
JVEERA g e

. LOYIED #2 — Jowl Y2 DR owm 30— oy “YPTIRLEIRD 3

SR




v

In the town of Nosuchville, on the Tenth of ‘Tebeth

(the fast commemorating the first siege of Jerusalem), in the
winter of the year 5572—or 1812 according to the Christian
calendar—there arose a turmoil. From one end of town to the
other, old and young, men and women, and even little girls were
dashing about as though a house were on fire. They hurried,
they scurriéd, they overtook one another. Some ran in silence,
and some were talking and clicking and clucking their tongues.

“It just can’t be! What a scoundrel! What a scoundrel! A thing
like that just can't happen in any town!”

“It had to happen in Nosuchville! How loathsome—Heaven
preserve us!”

“Qur town's been afflicted! It’s fatel”

“What a scoundrell What a scoundrell May the Good Lord
preserve and protect us!”

“Hurry up! Faster! Let's hear what that swine has to say for
himselfl”

“They oughta whip him and throw him out of town!”

“I wanna get a good look at that scoundrel and that blas-
phemous mug of his!”

“Let him suffer all the horrible things that the town could

suffer!”
“What a town, I swear! To think that such horrible things can |

happen here tool”

[
“What a sinner! In olden times, such an evil man would have| |

.been stoned!”
All these comments were blurted out by a dozen Jews at the
same time, in one breath, or half a breath, as they panted along.
Suddenly, there were shouts from all sides:
“There he is! There he is! Look, they're taking him away!"
“Greatl Great! His hands are-tied. Two community bea-
dles. . . . Great, that’s just what a scoundrel like him deserves!”
“That'll teach the swine to eat on a fastday. And Mikhel
Gravestone thought they wouldn't catch him.”
“No, goddammit! It's better to get rid of you, Mikhel Grave-;

stone, than make the whole town suffer and make pregnant

woman go through agonies. God forbid!”
“As long as it’s out in the open, it won't hurt the town!”

possible!”

“A gravestone? The hell with him! Over my dead body! A |

scoundrel like that can be buried behind a fence, far, far away
from the cemetery!”

These words were spoken by several other people, very
quickly: but they weren't running, because, after all, the beadles
and Mikhel werent running. With his hands tied, Mikhel
Gravestone was taken into the Community Office, accompanied
by the townsfolk.

Three community officers were sitting there. (A community
officer is known as a kagalnye in Russian, and the Jews in the
shtetls use the old Hebrew term parnes-khadoshim, the monthly
leader.)

Tevye Bilenkis, a lanky, scrawny man, with a long red beard.
Even though his lips were pale, his face was ablaze, perhaps
because of the wintry cold outside. The Community Office was
hot, sultry, and people were mobbing it. Avremel Velis, a small,
roly-poly man in a shabby kaftan, with a sparse gray little beard
and two nasty, ugly eyes. And [isik the Stammerer, 2 man in his
fifties, with a very long beard divided in half, almost in two
separate beards, and with elflocks in both earlocks; medium
height, wearing a long, quilted vest that was girded with a

- 'remnant from a belt. :
The three men sat around a table: Tevye at the head, and the
i itwo others at the sides.
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The two beadles, bringing Mikhel Gravestone into the room
pushed him to the table. ’
. "Get over there, kid! Eating on the Tenth of Tebeth, huh?!
Well, we've done you the honor of bringing you here to the
community elders—long life to them—and they’ll do you even

. more honors.”

© Thecrowd in the office roared with mirth for several minutes.

They all fell silent when they saw Tevye open his mouth. But
Tevye quipped:

“You swinel Why did you have to do it on a fastday? Why
couldn’t you do it some other day so we could have a mug of
good mead?”

At first, the two other elders didn’t get the joke, it was only a
minute later that Itsik the Stammerer burst into guffaws:

#I.i-i-if the b-b-b-boy h-h-h-hadn't eaten on a f-f-f-fastday then
the e-e-e-e-elders w-w-w-wouldn’t ‘ve ea-ea-eaten, huh ... ?"

The crowd laughed, but the dreadful stammering ruined
everything. Avremel Velis tugged on his little beard and said with
an earnest scowl:

“What? Are we supposed to buy him a drink, God forbid? we'll
have our drinks tonight, after sunset, by God! He didn’t feel like
waiting, by God, well, by God, we will wait, by God!”

Mikhel was in the throes of misery, but he managed to speak:

“You're right, I committed a great sin, But we Jews have our
Shulhan Aruk, and it tells us the punishment for every sin. I'm
no scholar, but I do know that a sin like this doesn’t deserve
bound hands or bloodshed, maybe—"

Mikhel would have gone on talking, but Tevye Bilenkis
screamed in fury:

“Mind your manners, you lout! Huh! You miscreant! Huh! I'll
teach you some respect, huh!”

Avremel Velis finished up the judgment and began with a
“God forbid!”:

“We'll send the boy with the two beadles to Rabbi N., by God.

The rebbe’s son can't leave Nosuchville without making some’

money, God forbid, because the town is so humiliated today.
Rabbi N. has just made some money, by God. Well? Hah? Well,
the rebbe’s son could go away in a bad mood, God forbid, from
Nosuchville, God forbid. Let’s have the boy put down ten guldens
for a drink, by God, and don’t forget the beadles, God forbid, he
has to give them half a gulden apiece. Well, c'mon, you scoun-
drel, pay up, ten guldens for us, and half a gulden for each

beadle. Beadles, take him to the rebbe’s son, by God, and tell.

Rabbi N. that the community elders said he ought to come to
terms with the scoundrel. Hah! The rabbi’s son mustn't go away
in a bad mood, God forbid, without money, God forbid, from

Nosuchville, God forbid!”
Before Itsik could stutter and before Tevye could say “huhl”

Avremel strode over to Mikhel, by God! Mikhel stood there, truly:
like a gravestone, with bound hands., Avremel undid the ropes
and ordered him to cough up the ten guldens. :

Mikhel took out some money and handed ten guldens to the
community elder and one silver gulden to the beadles. He was
sensible enough to slip ten kopeks to the rabbinical court beadle
Yekhezkel so that he would leave his hands untied and take him
through the back streets. Mikhel made sure that the other beadle,

Leyb, who was blind in one eye, didn't notice the payment.

Yekhezkel got his drift.

Thus ended the session of the community elders, and the two

beadles, Yekhezkel and Leyb, grabbed Mikhel on each side and
took him, with his hands unbound, through a back street,
hurrying him to Rabbi N.
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The townsfolk were tired after such a long fast; standing
outdoors in the winter didn't agree with some of them, it was
freezing cold. So about fifty people hurried over to the inn where
Rabbi N. was staying. Whether or not they liked the community
clders’ sentence, they were glad that something had happened
and that something was still happening in Nosuchville.
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Rabbi N., the rabbi's son, who had come to
Nosuchville to make money, knew nothing of the Talmud or the
talmudic literature. Since his father was a scholar, the son hadn’t
wanted to study in his boyhood, and so he knew absolutely
nothing, poor man. And he knew even less about the Cabala.
| Now a Hassidic rebbe’s son has heard enough chatting since his
childhood to at least spout some wisdom at a Sabbath repast, but
Rabbi N. couldn’t even do that. You can lead a horse to water but
you can't make it drink. Despite his deficiencies, he was still the
rabbi’s son. That was all. He didn't have the talent to become
anything else, or he didn't want to work very hard. He felt it
wouldn't do to work for someone else or become a village .
merchant. Even though our ‘Talmud says: “It is better to flay a
carcass in the street than to ask for charity.” But that's one homily -

Jews like to ignore. And so the rabbi’s son traveled about from
town to town, from shtetl to shtetl; “Give him money, he's the
rabbi's son!” |
‘I'he rabbi did something that other Hassidic rabbis do. He lied'
and told falsehoods in a different way. He prophesized no
miracles—he told stories. He had bagloads and sackloads of tales
about his grandfather, strange tales that weren't in In Praise of the
Baal Shem Tov. This was a collection gathered by a slaughterer
from all the liars in his generation, stories about the Baal Shem
"Tov and the rebbe, which were printed before Rabbi N. had
begun spinning his yarns. He told the biggest whoppers with
earnest, pious grimaces as though they were God's own truth and
had really happened. -
There were some twenty-odd tales, which he kept telling and .
retailing everywhere and anywhere, over and over again, over
and over. When the flock of Hassids get together to hear the

stories, that's the time when young husbands try to join -

the Hassidic ranks themselves. While the older Hassids know the .
stories from having heard them a dozen times from Rabbi N.,
they're a novelty for the young pups. T hey make crazy grimaces,
whether they understand the stories or not, whether the stories
are probable or not, believable or not, the Baal Shem Tov's
grandson has told the stories, and 50 they must be true, and God
forbid that anyone shouldn't swallow them whole—that man
could only be a heretic.

However, the Hassidic flock and the young men never give any
money, or if they do hand in a small coin, it's never enough for
Rabbi N. So he carries his tales to the rich Jews, hoping to unload
his wares and make more cash. Some of these rich men give him
money just to get him out of the house and avoid listening to his
disgusting stories. Some have to suffer through them, after which
they fork something over.

Late one night in Kameniets, the rabbi was carrying on in the
home of a rich Jew named Moyshe Blank. The host had already
given him a few rubles. But Rabbi N. kept telling story after story.
It was already midnight, everyone wanted to slip off to bed, but”
the rabbi wouldn't stop. Finally, a clever soul said:

“Well, apparently you haven’t heard about this story?” |

“What, what? What story?” asked the rabbi. He thought he

would have a new lie, some new tale about the Baal Shem Tov.

Just what the doctor ordered.
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“Tell me, what kind of a story is it, my friend?”

“You don't know it, rabbi?” said the clever mocker. “You don't
know the story about the grandfather and the grandmother, and
the little children, and the bear who came and let out a fart that
blasted down the door? That’s a miracle too, don't you know!”

The entire company burst into such uproarious laughter that
the rabbi took to his heels. That was how Moyshe Blank got rid of
him.
~ Now that we know who and what the rabbi was, we can
understand that the community elder, with his elflocks and his
God-forbid’s, had done the right thing when he sent Mikhel
Gravestone, who had eaten on a fastday, to the rabbi’s son, the
Great Rabbi’s grandson: the town would save money since it
wouldn't have to give the rabbi anything, and the rabbi would get
money from that scoundrel, that infidel!

Where was the rabbi staying? With Shmerel, the son of Tevye,
the community elder; Shmerel had an inn, where Jews would

stay, but he wasn't exactly making barrels of money from Jews .

who passed through Nosuchville. He was also the son-in-law of
Itsik the Stutterer. That was why both community elders went
along with Avremel Velis (a cousin of Itsik’s wife) when he
suggested that they send Mikhel over to the inn for his punish-
ment.

Before the two beadles, Yekhezkel and Leyb, arrived with
Mikhel, some of the townsfolk had beaten them to the inn with
the breathless tiding that they were bringing that scoundrel, and
they told the rabbi in so many words that Avremel Velis had said
the community was sending the culprit to him so that he could
earn some cash.

It takes no time to understand that the rabbi understood that -
he had to take money. But he was such an ignoramus that he
didn't know what the penalty was for the sin of eating on a .
fastday. He had heard that the Tenth of Tebeth may be one of
the Four Fasts, the Arbe Taneysim, but, like ail ignoramuses, he
confused the Hebrew word arbe (four) with the Yiddish word*
harbe (hard) and always spoke about the “hard an’ fasts,” and he
now felt'he would have to stick up for them hard and fast. He

had to show that he was more pious than the entire community,
and so he decided on drastic measures, especially since the culprit
was supposed to have money. He would have to put on a big
show with lots of grimaces and gestures to give the culprit a good |
scare.

The rabbi was a scrawny little mannikin in a white skullcap, an
old puce gros-de-Tours coat without a belt. His long ritual
undergarment stuck out. He was at the head of the long plain
wooden table, sitting on a calico cushion on an oaken bench. A
copy of the Zokar lay open in front of him. He was peering into
the book, but it was all double Dutch to him, he was totally at sea,
he didn’t have the foggiest notion of what it said.

After all, since the entire Zohar is written in some weird goyish
language (and not our Holy Tongue, Yiddish), some language
like Chaldean, it's very, very hard to figure out what the words
mean in Yiddish. Furthermore, whoever wrote it deliberately
twisted all the terms around so that not everyone could get the
meaning. If an ordinary Jew wants to check this out, then 1, the
person writing this tale, will say only one thing about the Zohar,
and you'll have to admit I'm right. For instance: The Zohar caf!ls
Wisdom “father” and Understanding “mother,” because, with
Intelligence, one can invent one thing from another. The Zohar
even refers to them as “male” and “female.” Well, so if a man
doesn't know about all these wild distortions, how in the world
can he tell that “male and female” means “Wisdom and Under-

standing”?
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From that one example, you can imagine what the rest is like.
Hassids call the Book of Zohar the Holy Zohar or th'e.Cabala:
because it makes everyone equally holy. If the Hassidic ra_bbl
peers into a Zohkar or “recites” from it, no one can possibly
contradict him. If he had a Talmud in front of him or some other
Jewish book, someone might up and ask: “Rabbi, you say you
know what's happening even in heaven. Well, so explain this line
in the Talmud or this gloss. You can't? Well, then you're 4 bald-

faced liar.” . i
Whether the Zohar was open or shut made no difference to

Rabbi N. But keeping it open was useful for the hanky-panky,

and so the rabbi moaned and peered into it. He was an expert
moaner.

The room turned silent when Mikhel entered. The two beadles
shoved him over to Rabbi N. and halted at a distance. Everyone
gawked at the rabbi, wondering what the Great Rabbi’s grandson
and the rabbi’s son would say and do.

Rabbi N. closed the Zohar and pretended to look past Mikhel.
He asked the beadles:

“Why have you brought this villain to me? My grandfather and
my father carried the entire world on their shoulders long
enough.”

Yekhezkel trudged up, and Leyb, the one-eyed beadle, stood
behind him,

“Rabbi, nothing like this, rabbi, has ever happened in
Nosuchville, nothing like this. The community elders had a

session, the community elders—quit shoving, you blind bastard,

can do my own talking, I can—thank God,” he said to Leyb.
“Well, anyway, rabbi, the elders said, the elders, that there was
now a great Hassidic rabbi, a great one, in Nosuchville—Leyb, I'll
punch you so hard that your other eye’ll zoom right out, your
other eye. ... The elders, rabbi, the elders, they want you to

sentence him, you.... Drive him out of town and stop the °

marriage with Aaron the Beadle's girl. . . . Leyb, I'm telling you
again, I'm telling you: Quit shoving! 1 can do my own talking, I
can, thank goodness. I've got a silver tongue, 1 do. ... And kick
him out of the school where he works as a belfer, kick him out.”

Yekhezkel couldn’t even go on because the rabbi grabbed his
own earlocks with both hands and stood up with a horribly pious
screech:

“What?! Such an evil scoundrel in a school where little Jewish
children are learning? Oh, God, oh Lord of the Universe, have
pity on little Jewish children. Such a scoundrel should teach your
little Jewish children? Nol Nol I won't have it! A thousand times
nol Oh God, oh God! A pious Jew's daughter should give her
hand to such a criminal, such an infidel? No, no, I won't have itl
A thousand times no! I won't have it! No, no, a thousand times
nol”

- The rabbi would have waxed even wrother and ordered
Mikhel kicked out of town if the money hadn't popped into his

mind. He observed a minute of silence and gaped at his victim.

. Mikhel was smart enough to catch his drift promptly; he;

reached for his money pouch, which was slung around his neck, |
showed it to the rabbi (as though to say: “Here's what you're |

after, rabbil™), and murmured:

“Rabbi, the beadle hasn’t told you the truth. The community
elders, long may they live, sent me here to ask you to let me pay a
fine. I've suffered enough shame and disgrace for my sin. Just
tell me how much of a fine I have to pay you, rabbi. I've spent
eight years drudging for my few pennies, and I gave the elders
ten guldens for drinks. Have pity on me, rabbi: Tell me, how
much of a fine do I have to pay you?"
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Mikhel said his piece stoutly and quickly, in two minutes.

The rabbi didn't have time to think it over, and so, with a huge,
heavy, pious moan, he sat down again on his bench and let go of
his earlocks. Another moan and another moan. Then the rabbi
said:

“Blackguard! You will pay a sum equal to the numerical value
of the Hebrew letters of your name. That is the number of
guldens that you will give me, the Great Rabbi’s grandson. Do
you hear, you blackguard!”

Shmerel the innkeeper grabbed a piece of chalk and did some
figuring, then he said:

“Exactly one hundred guldens!” And he turned to Mikhel:
“Cough up, boy, and don't make faces. You'll get yours, by God.
You're lucky your name isn't worth more. If it were Nathan,
you'd have to pay five hundred guldens. Since your name’s
Mikhel, you only have to fork over one hundred, damn your
luck!”

Mikhel saw that the rabbi was looking hard at his pouch and
was ready to grab the hundred guldens, so the young teacher
began pleading pitifully:

“Rabbi, please make it half-guldens, like the money we give at
Purim to redeem souls, that’s half-guldens. 1 swear, I had to
drudge so hard for my—" -

The rabbi hit the ceiling:

“Pay the full amount, you blackguard, just as Shmerel worked
it out, and pay immediately. If not, then I'll—"

Mikhel saw the game was up. A rabbi like this one preferred
money to mercy. With a bitter heart, the ex-belfer counted the

guldens into Shmerel's hand, deliberately clinking each coin in
turn. He had once heard that when you're buying a cartload of

lumber from simple-minded peasants, you can increase your

bargaining power by clinking the coins. And so he counted out
only ninety guldens. Then he looked at the rabbi.

“Rabbi! The ten guldens for the community elders, long may
they live—you won't take that, will you? Why, they did send the
fine your way, didn’t they, rabbi?”

The clinking had worked, and the rabbi held his tongue.
Shmerel took the ninety guldens and not a kopek more.

But to add a trimming to the whole affair, the rabbi said with a
picus grimace:

“For six months, he is not to be summoned up to read the
Torah in synagogue and he is not to participate in ushering in the
new moon, do you hear, gentlemen?”

Poor Mikhel trudged away with a heavy heart and a light
pouch. It was getting late, and on a fastday, Jews see the evening

stars (which end the day) quite early; indeed, some call them the .

liquor stars, because once the stars are out, you can have a drink.
At any rate, the crowd dispersed.

“The rabbi had made a mint. He wouldn't rake in that much
even in four different towns. And so right after supper, he had
the wagon hitched and he drove off to tell more lies and more
whoppers. He wouldn't have another such windfall that soon.

The town of Nosuchville talked and tattled about the Mikhel .

Gravestone affair for weeks and weeks. Quips and jokes flew back
and forth about how Mikhel had broken the fast and the rabbi
had broken the bank.

Aaron the Beadle tore up the engagement contract.

Shloyme Beshekhes hired another assistant.

And as for what became of Mikhel, we'll find out later.

—————
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VI

Not far from Nosuchville, just a few miles from town,
Dovid Smik had leased a large village named Nimyevke, which
belonged to the nobleman of Nosuchville.

Dovid Smik had an only daughter, and she was married. His'
son-in-law, 2 good boy named Zainvil, was the grandson of the
Preacher of Ostro, and he cost Dovid Smik a pretty penny; all he
did was study the holy books all the livelong day. Dovid Smik also
had an only son named Naphtali, a pock-marked boy of about
fifteen, who was a fool and an utter ignoramus in religious
matters, he didn’t even know how to pray.

Dovid Smik employed tutors and even a belfer, but Naphtali
had no desire to study the holy books. Perhaps if he had been
beaten and forced, he might have put his nose to the grindstone.
But Dovid Smik’s wife Braine-Dobrish was pretty much the
manager of the estate. People said that Dovid Smik's fortune of
one hundred thousand rubles was all her doing. If it weren't for
her, he wouldn't have dealt in oxen and he couldn’t even have

tied his own shoelaces—she had lifted him up by his bootstraps. |

And when it came to their son, the mother wouldn't let him doa

lick of work. He was the apple of her eye, her darling only son.

As Naphuali grew older and loafed around with all the crippled
kids (the healthy farm children work for the Polish landowner,
only the cripples are idle), he had a good situation with the
military whenever a company of soldiers came to the village. He
accompanied them early in the morning when they went to drill
outside the village, he watched as each soldier in turn was taught
to pronounce the names of the Tsar and the Tsarina and all their
children and the commander-in-chief, so that they learned them
by heart. And they were also taught how to clean their rifles and
polish the buttons on their uniforms. Naphtali was everywhere.

He was wild about the drummers. He would bring bottles of
vodka from home and swap them for the privilege of beating the-,
drums with the drumsticks. The officers and all the troops knew |
him by name, and he did all kinds of services for them. :

Zainvil, Dovid Smik’s son-in-law, saw that Naphtali wasn’t even :
around on the Sabbath for prayers or for meals. Where was he?
With the soldiers. When he came home later, his mother gave
him food, and then he promptly ran back to see the soldicr:,|
getting haircuts. "

Before afternoon prayers on the Sabbath, Zainvil made a point;
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of walking through the village, and he spotted Naphtali strollilllgj ypbnBY TR 12758 NIV NS VIVA LT DYTOR 99T FHymM

along with two peasant girls and an officer’s orderly, very busy
for the company captain; Naphtali didn’t look sober and ap-
peared to be saying wicked things to the girls. He was so absorbed
and his head was so full of vodka, that he didn't see his brother-
in-law. Furthermore, Zainvil sighted a flask of vodka sticking out
of Naphtali's pocket, and a Jew is not allowed to carry anything
on the Sabbath inside a village.

That night, Zainvil asked his father-in-law Dovid Smik, his
mother-in-law Braine-Dobrish, and his wife Beyltse to come to his !
room, where he was sitting and studying. Zainvil then told the
three of them what he had seen Naphtali doing that Sabbath, and
he spoke so eloquently and so tearfully that his wife and even his
mother-in-law began weeping. Dovid Smik, his father-in-law,
argued that it was all his wife’s fault. '

Zainvil was smart and scholarly enough to realize that accusa-
tions like “It’s your fault, it's all your fault!” were no remedy for
the plague; Braine-Dobrish could beat her head with both fists as
much as she liked, it would not change Naphtali one iota. ‘The
next thing they knew, his wife Beylise, who was expecting,
fainted dead away, and they had an awful time bringing her to.
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When things had quieted down a bit, Zainvil asked his in-laws
;:: cslit down next to Beyltse, whom they had laid out on Zainvil’s

“Now listen,” said Zainvil with a cheerful expression. “I have a
plan to save your son, but you have to promise you'll do what I :
tell you right away.”

The mother-in-law pounced upon Zainvil, hugging him and |
pleading: :
“Yesh, I shwear, you've alwaysh been a good boy, for good-
nesh’ shake. Ashk your Talmud what we should do, for good-
nesh’ shake. I'll give you my headband, the big one, for!
goodnesh’ shake, shave me; oh pity the poor mother, oh, the

r mother, for goodnesh' shake, oh mel” :
 “It’s fine that you want to give away your headband. But not to :
me. 1 don't want it!” said Zainvil. “You should give your,
beadband to your son, and you should also give your son six '
bundred rubles for a dowry, and I'll go to town early in the
'morning. Last Thursday, I learned that Aaron the Beadle has a

daughter. You heard about the rabbi ordering him’
engagement contract? Now the girl is no longer:
so why can’t she marry Naphtali? Of course, my
grandfather would not have been honored by becoming in-laws
with Aaron the Beadle, but rather than letting him become in-
laws with some peasant—God forbid—we have to arrange this
marriage—" Braine-Dobrish tried to say something. “I beg you.:
mother-in-law, please hear me out first. Now if it’s not clear to!
you why this marriage requires such a large dowry and such a,
large headband, 1 must tell you that the townspeople weren't:
born yesterday. They have eyes and ears, they know more about
our Naphtali’s carryings-on than you realize. They've heard a lot
more than I've seen. Any townsman who gets a look at Naphtali is
quite aware of what's in him. Aaron the Beadle also wants a son- |
in-taw who can study the holy books—at least a smidgen. And
even if the girl &5 a beadle’s daughter, she wants an attractive '
husband. I made a point of looking at her some
went into town to light anniversary candles. She’s a beauty, she's
very attractive, and I've been told she’s no fool. It struck me even
then that she might be the best cure for Naphtali. For her sake,
he could turn into a mannerly person,” (Dovid Smik nodded his
head) “but she was already engaged to Mikhel. Now that the
marriage has been cancelled, we have to say immediately that six
thousand rubles plus your large headband would be a fine treat”
(Dovid Smik nodded his head) “and Aaron the Beadle and his
wife, as well as the girl, will nod their heads, just as my father-in-
law is nodding his. . . ." \
“For goodnesh’ shake, my boy, you have to go to town with;
ush, I'll do everything you shay. Beyltshe, darling, you mind the:
tavern, for goodnesh’ shake, we'l be gone for three or four

very beautiful
to tear up the
engaged, well,

daysh, sho give the cowhandsh millet and flour and a flashk of

vodka each, right, Dovid?” (Dovid Smik nodded his head.)

Zainvil shook his head: -

“No, I tell you, we have to arrange the match and celebrate the
wedding right away. We can't put it off for any reason what-
soever. Beyltse can stay at home, I'll stay in town with you just
long enough to work out the marriage, you'll have the wedding
without me. I can't leave Beyltse alone for a whole week when

she's close to her time. We mustn't delay the marriage. You're an
intelligent woman, mother-in-law, you have to understand that
with a marriage like this, you have to have the ceremony quickly.
You can use the pretext that you have no time to wait, you have
to take care of some oxen, and you can't leave the village now. I'll
formulate the excuse in some polished way so that it will sound

good....”
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(Dovid Smik nodded his head.) “I've still got a big
chore to do. Beyltse will have to help me make our Naphtali feel
like going. He won't want to leave his Muscovites. Beyltse has to
praise the beautiful girl whom we're getting for him, and I'll tell
him that for such a wonderful match we have to go to town
immediately so that nobody else will grab her away. Well, do you
all agree? Tell me.”

“For goodnesh’ shake, long may you live, my Zhainvil darling.
But he ishn't here yet, for goodnesh' shake, I'll have to shend the
shuperintendent after him. Oh, pity the poor mother, for
goodnesh’ shake! Oh the poor mother! Ha, what do you shay,
Dovid? He shiill ishn’t here.”

Beyltse exclaimed:

“Quiet! I hear his voice outside.”

Naphtali walked in, wearing a striped silk coat and a fur hat.
However, pieces of the coat had been torn out, and the hat was
smeared with mud. He was accompanied by a drunken soldier,
who kept tugging and grabbing at him. If the soldier hadn't been
drinking, Naphtali wouldn't have been able to escape, but since
the man was drunk out of his mind, Naphtali had managed to
drag him all the way home.

“Oh, for goodnesh’ shake, pity the poor mother! Oh, Naphtali,
what doesh the Mushcovite want from you?" Braine-Dobrish
asked her one and only son. “Oh, pity the poor mother!”

Naphtali wasn’t quite sober himself, but his annoyance and
embarrassment at having the soldier tearing and ripping out
pieces of his coat, and right in front of his brother-in-law (whom
he respected more than his parents) sobered him up. He said
shame-facedly:

“I don't know what the drunkard wantsh. He shaysh I shtole a
brash button of hish, and it cosht a gulden. May God shtrike me
dead if I took it He'sh been beating me and trying to drag me to

the sheargeant. He'sh been pulling me and tearing my coat for an
hour now!”

Zainvil instantly had an idea. He said:

“Mother-in-law, give the drunken Muscovite a gulden. Is it
poor Naphtali’s fault if some drunkard starts harassing him with
slander? His coat’s an old coat anyway, it's a shame he has to wear
it. You'll be making fine new clothes for him, won't you, when he
becomes engaged tomorrow—God willing? Take off the torn
coat, Naphtali dear. Goodness, it's not right for a rich man’s
darling son to carry on with a drunken Muscovite, especially
when he’s about to sign an engagement contract tomorrow.”

Dovid Smik nodded his head from afar to Zainvil, making sure
that Naphtali didn’t notice. His nodding meant: “Very smart!”
And he went into the tavern with Braine-Dobrish, dragging along
the soldier. Zainvil remained in the room with Beyltse and
Naphtali.

Beyltse pulled Naphtali aside while Zainvil sat down at the |
table, burying his nose in a holy book; he pretended not to hear
or know what the brother and sister were saying. She was talking
away at Naphtali with all her strength, and Naphtali kept
retorting:

“Beyltshe, Beltyshe, it can’t be, you're not telling me the truth,
Beyltshe, it'sh a lie. If she'sh that beautiful, what'sh she doing in
Noshuchville?”

Beyltse talked and talked, and then she said in a loud voice:

“ashk him, if you don't believe me, ashk Zhainvil. Hey,
Zhainvil, aren’t they arranging a match for him with a beautiful

irt?”
¥ Zainvil strode over to Naphtali and stroked him:

“Oh me, oh my! A boy like Naphtali, the son of such a wealthy
man, with six hundred rubles dowry, and the boy’s mother wants
to give her son’s bride her headband, the big headband—why
shouldn't the beautiful girl marry him? If Naphtali asks me, I'll
go to town with him, His parents will go in a separate britska.
And T'll see to it that the marriage is arranged, and that the
wedding takes place right away. But you can't come, Beyltse,
because you're fighting with him. Well, Naphtali, do you want to

ask me along?”
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“Ashk you?" said Naphtali. “If you like. But she can’t come,
she'll only shay nashty thingsh to the bride. The hell with her, she
can shtay here! Right?”

“When we're in town,” replied Zainvil, “the first thing tomor-
row morning, God willing, we'll order two new coats and also a
silk jacket.”

“And new pantsh, yellow pantsh,” said Naphtali. “With good
buttonsh, exshpensive buttonsh. . . .”

“Of course,” Zainvil said with an earnest mien. “The tailor's life
won't be worth a kopek if he doesn’t make yellow trousers and 2
yellow arbe-kanfes, just as behooves a rich man’s only son when he
gets married.”

“And brand-new morocco shoesh, pointed shoesh, right,
Zhainvil? For a wedding, the groom getsh pointed shoesh with
hobble-nailsh, morocco leather, right, Zhainvil?” said Naphtali.

“Now go to bed, Naphtali, we have to get up at the crack of
dawn and drive to town. As soon as we're there, I'll order some
morocco-leather shoes for you. And the shoemaker had better
watch out, he’s got to make fine shoes for you in the latest style.
And Beyltse, you'd better not say a word. Do you know why,
Naphtali? Tell us.”

“Becaushe the mishe are gonna eat up her bloushesh, she'sh
pregnant,” said Naphtali.

“Dear boy,” Zainvil stroked. “You really ought to say: Because
we won't take her to the engagement or to the wedding. She can
stay here, right?”

Naphtali laughed:

“Let her shtay in Nimyeveke. We'll go to the wedding in
Noshuchville. You'll take me along, right Zhainvil?”

Zainvil cleverly arranged everything. For money, Tevye
Bilenkis, the community elder, and his son Shmerel Tevyes
promptly acted as matchmakers. 2
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Aaron the Beadle and his wife, together with their daughter
Sheyntse, beautiful Sheyntse, went to Shmerel Tevyes’ inn, where |
the bridegroom-to-be was staying with his parents. And Zainvil
was bustling on all fronts: with tailors, shopkeepers, and shoe- |
makers. He ordered jackets and yellow trousers and morocco- |
leather shoes for Naphtali. But only on one condition: that they

all sew night and day and have everything ready by Tuesday.

Sheyntse took just one look at the big headband and saw that it
was bigger than Gittel's. The headband would be hers, and she
would wear it. The bridegroom could be deaf and dumb for all
she cared, she didn't give him a second thought when she gazed
at the big, rich, beautiful headband. Aaron the Beadle and Sarah
felt just fine and dandy: Sheyntse had struck it rich. Further-
more, Naphtali was the only child of a sound father who was
worth something like a hundred thousand rubles. Besides,
Zainvil would have made even an uglier bridegroom look good.

Naphtali kept going back for yet another look at beautiful,
Sheyntse, he still couldn’t believe that this beautiful girl was about
to be his fiancée and, very soon, his wife. He chewed his lips and
murmured to his mother:

“Oh boy, Mama, ish she ever good-looking, oh boy, what’sh her
name, Mama, the beauty? C'mon, tell me, Mama, what’sh her
name, tell mel"”

Since it was winter, night fell very early. In Shmerel Tevyes’
inn, they were saying the evening prayers: Shmerel's wife and her
mother had two causes for celebrating: their husbands were
earning money as matchmakers, and the bridegroom's family was
going to throw an engagement dinner right here in the inn, and
especially, as Zainvil said: “Let there be a wedding right away!”

Aaron the Beadle was not going to give the rich wedding. Well,
then who? It was going to be celebrated right here, in the inn,
where the boy's parents were staying. Braine-Dobrish was going
to pay for a fabulous wedding. At a feast like that, another batch
of money would be earned.
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For the engagement party, Shmerel prepared all the necessary
paraphernalia: a cantor and a shul beadle, pen and ink, and two
sheets of paper, as well as crockery to be broken.

Zainvil and Aaron the Beadle had agreed to deposit the dowry
with the town magnate Gabriel Gittels (she was known as Gittel
| Gabriels and he was known as Gabriel Gittels; being nouveau
riche, he had no parents or parents-in-law to be named after).
Since the six thousand rubles were to be left with him, Tevye also
brought him along to the engagement party.

Nobody cared about the bride-to-be or the groom-to-be. All
that counted was: the in-laws and the dowry and the engagement
and the wedding. Since more was being given than Aaron the
Beadle could ever have imagined, everyone was in high spirits. If
anyone had asked Sheyntse: “Do you want to be engaged to
Naphtali and marry him, as you see him?"—she might have
replied: “*No! He’s a moron and a creep! I don't want him or his
money or his big headband!” But since no one asked her. . . .

And there was a hubbub, a merry hubbub. They lit candles in
the chandelier, they threw a tablecloth on the table, they put out
the huge three-branched candle-holder with three high candies,
bottles of liquor were standing in readiness, and plates of
preserves lay next to them. People kept arriving every minute,
more and more, rubles piled up on the table. And someone called
Aaron and his wife and their daughter to the table. Who called
them? Gabriel Gittels himself. He personally called them:

“Qbserve, if you please, that the father of the groom, Dovid,
and his son-in-law and his wife Braine-Dobrish are giving me six
thousand rubles, gold rubles, on deposit. The money is to remain
in my hands for a year until both sides are willing to take the
money for their children” (he glanced at Sheyntse and at
Naphtali when Zainvil pointed at him) “I mean you, the bride-
and-groom-to-be, this is your money, these six thousand rubles.
Are you satisfied? Well, then mazel-tov, may God give you luck
and happiness!” '

He acted as though he were waiting for an answer. . .. :

A booming of thunder: the pots were smashed on the floor,
and there were shouts on all sides:

“Mazel-tov!”

“Mazel-tov!”

It was deafening.

Hershel, the famous Jewish prankster and jester, had once
explained why musicians play at weddings: “It’s like a military '
recruitment: the fiddle sings, a bottle of vodka stands on the
table, and everyone dances. If a man happens to come by, the
whole bash will make him insist he wants to join the army. If it.
weren't for the fiddle and the dancing and the bottle of vodka,
then only a lunatic would sign up. In exactly the same way, no
one would want to get married. So they have to have musicians
playing and they have to dance and make a merry clamor—and.
people jump right in and get married.” ;

In Sheyntse’s case, it was really only the hubbub and the cheery
mazel-tov's that got her engaged. The big headband cast the first
speil and the tumult did the rest to make her a bride, Naphtali's.
bride. . :

The engagement contract was drawn up and signed. A rather’
decent supper was served. Zainvil asked his mother-in-law to slip
ten gold ducats into Naphtali's hands. Then Zainvil and Naphtali
walked over to the beautiful girl, to Sheyntse, the bride-to-be,
and Zainvil told Naphtali to give her the money, while Zainvil
said;
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“Sheyntse, our bride, your intended husband Naphtali is giving
you this gift. Mazel-tov to both of you. I may not be able to attend
the wedding because my wife is about to have a baby, if you
please,” (he took three guldens out of his pocket) “but I wouid
like you have these three guldens as my wedding present. You,
Aaron, my new in-law,” he said to Aaron the Beadle, who was
standing with his wife next to Sheyntse, “you’re a good Jew, you
won't forget to call my name out in the list of wedding presents,
will you?”

“Take it, Sheyntse, go ahead, don't be bashful,” said Sarah.
“It’s all yours, praise the Lord, yours and your husband’s.”

Around midnight, the guests went home.

The previous night, Aaron the Beadle, his wife Sarah, and
Sheyntse would never have dreamt what good fortune this night
would bring them: “Gold rubles all at once, and such rich in-laws.
Sheyntse's luck must be high in heaven, right . . . ?"

Throughout Nosuchville, from one end of town to the other,
in the tiniest corners, everyone was talking about the marriage,
the great fortune, and how lucky the girl was:

“She’s gonna be covered with gold, she’s being gilded!”

“Who’s the loony who suggested Aaron’s girl of all people?”

“A rich guy like Dovid Smik! Who wouldn’t have leaped at the,
chance? A pile of gold for the dowry, plus Braine-Dobrish’s big!
headband! Why, gracious me, Gabriel Gittels would have jumped
at the opportunity for his daughter.”

“What's the world coming to! Dovid Smik’s an ignoramus! He's
a jackass. A beadle’s got a pretty daughter, and he thinks she's a~
good match. But she, she, she, that Jousy bitch Braine-Dobrish.
She runs the world. Where did she ever get such a crazy idea?”

“You'd better ask that smart Zainvill Why, he's a gem, a
scholar, a pious man. People say he took the boy by the hand and
led him to the beadle’s daughter.”

“Hahahaha! Who can figure people out? Who knows . . . ? It’s
better not to say anything.” |

“What can you do?”

All these comments and all these questions, as we know, were
not difficult. Zainvil knew the answers. But he preferred to leave
the questions unanswered rather than owning up to the bitter
truth that Naphtali wasn’t even good enough for a peasant girl,
but if they got him such a beautiful wife and they had the couple
live with them forever and ever, then Naphtali would settle down
and mend his ways because she would keep him at home.

On Tuesday, when the tailor delivered the jackets, plus yellow
trousers with buttons, and pointed morocco-leather shoes, attrac-
tive ones, plus a sable hat; and a mirror and manufactured
stockings and hair nets and yellow hair ribbons and a gold-
brocade bodice as gifts for the bride—everything was ready, and:
Zainvil prepared to drive back to the village. He asked Tevye
Bilenkis and Shmerel Tevyes to look after the wedding, the
ceremony was to take place on Friday. He asked his parents-in-
law to go along with Tevye and Shmerel in everything as though
they were Zainvil himself. Dovid Smik nodded his head and
murmured (it was the first time anyone had heard a word out of
him): .

“A luminoush bride, a hideoush groom, don’t you know.”

Braine-Dobrish added:

“Godshpeed, for goodnesh’ shake, I'm marrying off my only
shon, for goodnesh’ shake. Thank you for everything, Zhainvil.
Lishen, the farmhandsh can take care of the okshen, for
goodnesh’ shake. I'll take your advishe, Zhainvil, 1 won't shpare
any ekshpenshesh, jusht ash you shay, for goodnesh’ shake.”

Zainvil went to Aaron the Beadle to say good-bye, as an in-law
ought to do, and he even bade a fond and friendly farewell to

Sarah:
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"~ “Have a good time and enjoy yourselves. On Sunday, God 1% DYDYSTIOR PLNT LWIWUNNE BT T OME —
willing, when you and the happy couple come out to visit us in aw3 (HYM INR X PYNEIEE OB lYEPOMI YUR by M

Nimyevke, we'll have a real celebration. Be well.” DIV DOT LINNM K I8 IPMEN PR TOR L)
“Be well, Zainvil.” . "
y . . DANYI IPEL PR YU v —
He gave the bride a gold ducat as a going-away present and 5
spoke some cheerful words: SCPITL ¥ 7T U’EJB PIEYYIIPIR Y DRI 7122 YT
DAY TPEIYN YU D PR BRI M

“You won't have to worry about anything, thank the Lord. As
the wife of the only son, and with all that wealth, you'll be well
off.”

Aaron the Beadle and his wife and Sheyntse overwhelmed him
with their fondest wishes for his wife’s safe delivery.
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VIl

On Thursday, the pre-wedding feast took place.
There was dancing and carousing in Nosuchville. That same day,
Dovid Smik gave a meal for poor people. 1f you give poor people
food and money, they wish you the very best.

On Friday, the wedding took place. People danced like there
was no tomorrow. “Mazel-tovl Mazel-tov!” from all sides. But the
big banquet was put off for Saturday night because Sabbath is
Sabbath. Tevye and Shmerel made all the preparations. They
couldn’t perform the ritual ceremony of leading the bride and
groom to bed because the wedding came so unexpectedly: “We
are Jews afterall. . . ."

On Saturday night, no sooner had they ushered out the
Sabbath than Zainvil came rushing to town, driving the life out of
his horses—he burst in and exchanged whispers with his parents-
in-law, scowling all the while.

The three of them emerged from the alcove where they had
been whispering, they were at a loss what to do: Should they ask
Tevye, the community elder, or someone else, someone more
experienced—they needed advice. All three of them were sad
and in a dither.

Who should come in but the chief of police while a squad

leader and soldiers surrounded Shmerel's house. There were
guards at every door and no one was allowed to leave.

"The police chief grabbed Naphtali, ordering three soldiers to
watch him and two squad leaders to get his belongings.

“What's happening? What's this all about?”

The police chief was quietly taking money from Braine-
Dobrish and promising to help. But he had to drag Naphtali
along.

Faint, swoon, wring your hands, oh me, oh my, oh goodness, -
oh God—Naphtali was dragged away with all his belongings.
Where? Some people said to the city, others to the province
capital, straight to Zhitomir, and perhaps to Kameniets. Some .
people said back to the village.

A turmoil. A tumult. A whispering, a chattering. No one knew
what was what.

“Nosuchville is a city.”

“Anything can happen in Nosuchville.”

“The city has something new every day

That night, Zainvil and his father-in-law drove back to the '
village. Braine-Dobrish, along with Tevye Bilenkis, the com-
munity elder, got into a rented wagon. They headed for the city.
Once there, they would see, perhaps they would have to go'
further. i

The biggest secret of all comes out after nine months: a woman |
has a baby after carrying the secret all that time. The secret of |
Naphtali's arrest came out the next day; they learned the reason
from Zachariah, who was buddy-buddy with the police chief. But
the police chief told him only after the ‘soldiers had taken
Naphtali away.

Naphtali was in the habit of visiting the captain of the division
stationed in Nimyevke, he was there all the time and he
performed all sorts of services. Four weeks ago, the regimental

priest had been a guest in the captain’s home and had begun
talking to Naphtali, trying to convert him to Christianity.
Naphtali had agreed to get baptized, but only on condition that
he would become a drummer. Very good. The priest asked the
captain’s chancellery to prepare the proper document. Naphtali.
more or less wrote his name in Jewish letters. The priest had two

officers sign as witnesses. A further document was prepared, in
which Naphtali requested permission to serve the Tsar as a
drummer. He more or less signed that document too in Jewish
letters. Both petitions had to be sent on to the proper agencies.
Until they got word, said the priest, the entire matter should be
kept a secret. He told the division captain to make sure that
Naphtali didn’t run away.
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For three weeks, the captain saw Naphtali in his home and with
the drummers every day, he was learning how to play the drum.
It was only in the fourth week, on Tuesday, that the captain
began asking: “Where's Naphtali keeping himself? Why don’t we
see him? Where is our Naphtali?”

He found out that Naphtali was getting married in
Nosuchville. So he drove off to get the police chief, who was
going through the villages, grabbing smugglers or taking care of
other business. The captain finally caught up with him on Friday
evening, he gave him the documents and described the entire
matter to him. Two knotty problems at once: baptism and
military service. A police chief can only make short shrift of
them. He took off for Nosuchville on the spot, arriving before
Zainvil could do anything. One hour earlier, they might have
gotten Naphtali across the border. But Zainvil had learned about
the matter only that evening in the village. He drove his horses as
fast as he could. But alas, the police chief got to Naphtali first.

Sheyntse was both a maiden and a married woman! Whose
wife? A drummer’s. They refused to give her the dowry. But
what about the big, beautiful, expensive headband, which she
wore throughout the Sabbath? Did that belong to her now? Well,
keep reading.

God punisheth with one hand, and He blesseth with the other.
All the running around and heavy bribing didn't help. Naphtali
was baptized and he became a soldier, a drumimer. The only effect
of the money was to have Naphtali assigned to a different
regiment. There was one stationed forty miles away. And that’s
where Naphtali was sent.

Beyltse had a safe delivery, thank heaven. It was a boy, and he
was named after the Preacher of Ostro.

¢ But there’s an old saying: It's the child that gets married, not

the parents. Out of sight, out of mind. In Nimyevke, they forgot

all about Naphtali.
Sheyntse, however, kad gotten married—to the drummer, to

Naphtali the convert. She threw herself on her bed and wept.

bitterly: She—she had to get divorced from the drummer.

Aaron the Beadle procured letters from the community elders .

to all the elders of the towns where they said the regiment was
billeted, and where Naphtali the convert was serving as drum-
mer. Sheyntse gave her few rubles to her father for expenses; he
was to go off and obtain the divorce after Purim.

Poor Aaron the Beadle, alas (people love saying “alas!”), had to
drive through the post-Purim slush and mire until he found
Naphtali, whose name was Ritsko now. He was stationed near a

little town called Mishelovke.

Kind-hearted Jews in Mishelovke offered to help Aaron. As
soon as they gave the priest of Mishelovke a gold ducat, he said: :

“Yes, he has to divorce his accursed Jewish wife.”
When the division officers asked Ritsko the Drummer what
had happened, he told them about the big headband and the

hundred gold rubles that he had given Sheyntse. The officers
instructed him to say: “Yes, I'll grant her a divorce, but she has to |

return the headband and the hundred rubles.”
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Aaron the Beadle drove back fifty miles and got the headband
and the hundred rubles. Aaron was a simple man, and he had an
idea: “Maybe I'll take along a smaller headband.” How much can
a swinish head like his grasp? He won't be able to tell the
difference—so long as it's a headband.” But he was afraid the
convert might have made some mark in his mother's headband,
and he'd be so angry he wouldn't agree to the divorce no matter
what. So Aaron the Beadle decided to take the real headband, as
it was. If he could manage to give Naphtali a smaller one, he
could find it in that little town, in Mishelovke, couldn't he?

Aaron was right! Naphtali knew his mother’s headband very
well, and when Aaron tried to palm off a different one, Naphtali
spewed the filthiest military curse and said he had made a mark
in his mother's headband.

So Aaron had to bring the big headband to the Jewish religious
judge in Mishelovke (there is no real rabbi in any Russian-Polish

town in these times; ever since the Hassidic rebbes have bf:c.o.me
all the rage, one such rebbe controls several towns). The dlwsu?n
captain likewise came to the Jewish judge. The headband, said
Naphtali, had a mark: ‘

“At Rosh Hashanah, in town, ! stole three pearls before my
mother put it on to wear in synagogue.”

Aaron did give him the hundred rubles, almost as a ransom, to
pay for the divorce, which Naphtali, or Ritsko the Drummer,
then sent to Sheyntse by messenger. .

Aaron the Beadle came home three days before Passover,
embittered and worn out from traveling, and Sarah wept when
she saw him. o .

The messenger gave Sheyntse the bill of divorcement right
away, in front of the Jewish judge of Nosuchville, and the town
had something to gossip about all through Passover.
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VII

Mikhel the Belfer stood like a gravestone—is that
what you think? No indeed. Mikhel had become a lively broker in
Nosuchville, hustling and bustling on all sides, and little by little,
he started making money.

In Jewish towns, a broker is held in contempt, although a wee
bit less than the dog-catcher. Why is a broker held in contempt?
Because there's a popular saying: “It's not the work that degrades
the man, but the man that degrades the work.” A broker is really
very necessary for a landowner who comes into a town or village
to buy something or to order clothes from a tailor or to sell grain
from his estates. After all, he doesn’t know where to go, whom to
negotiate with, and so on and so forth. If a local man guides the
stranger and serves him loyally, he certainly deserves to be paid
for his troubles and to be thanked for all the good things he's
done.

In Germany and in all the great countries of the wide world,
they call such a broker a "commissioner” or something even more
respectable. But the brokers in Jewish towns are put down as
drunkards, hoodlums, highway robbers. "They have no intention
of serving the stranger honestly—no, all they want to do is cheat’
him. They tell lies by the ton for a few pennies. The broker holds :
himself in contempt because he does the filthiest chores for a
gulden and he even permits the landowner's servant to spit in his
face, so long as he treats him to a glass of vodka afterwards.
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Why is this so? Perhaps because most Polish landowners (one - 8985 mm3y yanpogs ¥98 00 9y 1 .andn oy 1 o

cannot say all landowners, there are a few better ones) are so full
of themselves, each one thinks Ae is the cream of the human race.
For'him, a peasant is on a par with a horse, an ox, a cow. Peasants
were created to drudge for the landowner. Since Jews are not his
serfs, he regards them as instruments existing only for the
landowner’s sake. Of course, when the landowner reluctantly |
needs a favor from the rich Jew, a cash loan, he treats him likea '

cobbler: He has to have him because he needs boots; once he gets .

the boots; the cobbler is a cobbler, and that’s that. And all the
more so his innkeeper and his shopkeeper, the Jew, whom the
arrogant landowner despises more than a stray dog: He derides
him, pokes fun at him, hits him and slaps him whenever he feels
like it. Cursing and berating are simply customary. “You thieving
Jew, you Jewish sonovabitch!” is the same as “Sir.” A Jewish

158 LY DXMB DYT WITWT S uybyes Ty K AT
¥ 1393 99 SNT YT 38 K D015 PR OYUSD DX e
L ) J53§92 pam’
¥ PO 0T Dyn 99T ¥R DUN DR OJEF 7 O8N w5

RO D85 YO8 18T DA 18P R — 310 PR pUID nyenbne
LPNPRIWYAR MPTH DN D — MR YUyoys yayhuy 87
PR OIWNEE YT LOYN 9T MR woayn B T 22 PR D
TIYNEE Ip & D0 IS OPY I8 Lw TIWE ¥ oo oba oK e
IVIDT TP PPN LYATY DD DYNS TIENYS IDRWRD i
TR AT PR 00 WD M Y BT AT3Y yaET L IWT
[TFT M LPPRL LUPYN WT MK RT PN 0XMD Dyns

L] Tu2ensg oA R BYT Y YPORY DITP 19RY BYT 48T PB

[9¥ P2 38T QW TR W RO YT M LK 23 Y PR

broker connected to a Polish landowner hears even coarser |
|8 WEDW T PR OSWDY T PW Y by Srbe T

language: “Swine! Get the hell out of herel" A tug on a sidelock
or a beard is a jest. And when the Pole pays the Jew for his hard
work, he hurls the gulden on the ground: “Take it, bastardl" To
put up with that kind of treatment, a man truly has to be a
footpad, a drunkard, a hoodlum.

Qur Russian aristocrats are quite a different breed. The Pole’s
overweening pride, the Pole's arrogance is never found in a°
Russian. When a Russian gets to know a Jew and deals with him'
a couple of times, he calls him “brother” or “little brother.” Even |
a broker. If he serves him loyally, the Russian gets to love him.
Yes indeed, love him. Especially when he becomes acquainted
with a Jewish merchant after doing business with him for a while::
then even the greatest Russian becomes friends with the Jew. Yes!

indeed: friends.
Meshl, the old broker in Nosuchville, was useful only for Polish |

landowners. He was somewhat fluent in Polish and was always |
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despised in town. A poor man all his life, he drank, and as he got ' |

on in years, he was usually more drunk than sober. Qddly
enough, Meshl the Broker only liked Poles. He couldn’t stund
Russians. He would have put his life on the line for a Pole.:
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He
used only the foulest curses for Russians, and he couldn’t speak a
word of their language. Mikhel Gravestone worked only for
Russian officers, which didn't bother Meshl, the old broker, one
bit. Meshl derided him and the Russians together.

The time in which Mikhel became a broker was a period of
war, Napoleon and his French army had invaded the Tsarist
Empire. Russian officers were traveling back and forth through
Nosuchville. An active guy, a handsome guy, an intelligent guy,
Mikhel did a fine job of serving all the officers, earning money
from and around them every day. By working for them, he got to
speak Russian fluently. He could also write a bit of Russian and
do bookkeeping. Altogether, he was an excellent broker.

When the Russian general stopped in Nosuchville, Mikhel
presented him a written account of all the things he had bought
for him. The general was delighted and gave Mikhel a twenty-
five-ruble note.

“Here you are, brother. I'm very satisfied with you.”

A major, who stopped off, a prince named Kanianov, also gave
Mikhel a twenty-five-ruble note plus a fine britska because he

drove off in the stagecoach. The next day, Mikhel sold the britska

for one hundred rubles to another officer, who needed it.

That's how things went, and they went very well for Mikhel. All
the shopkeepers needed Mikhel's good graces and cajoled him to
come with the officers and buy from them. Mikhel was no longer
nicknamed Mikhel the Belfer or Mikhel Gravestone, and cer-
tainly not Mikhel the Broker, God forbid! Now he was known as
Mikhel the Muscovite. Sometimes Mikhel would go shopping
alone, without officers, carrying thousands of rubles in cash, to
buy from the storekeepers. Because of the officers, they ad-
dressed him as Mr. Mikhel: )

“Mr. Mikhel, do come in, why don’t you.”

Mikhel the Muscovite would visit Gabriel Gittels, the great
magnate, in order to change banknotes. Gabriel would say:

“Have a seat, Mr. Mikhel! Gittel, serve us some vodka and cake. -

Help yourself, Mr. Mikhel. Upon my word, you're quite 2

businessman. It should only happen to me. . . "

Once, while changing money, Mikhel ook a fifty-ruble note
from Gabriel Gittels. Along with what the officer gave him:

“Here you are, brother, for your trouble.”

During the summer, Mikhel dressed well and he had as much
as a thousand rubles cash in his pocket.

It was only in the fall, before Rosh Hashanah that an officer
named Khlyebov, a military broker, passed through Nosuchville.
He was en route to the Russian headquarters, where he was to
become an inspector in the provisions storehouse. He was very
impressed with Mikhel’s qualities and he talked him into coming

along, he promised he would send business his way. Now almost

all the Russian officers had been sent off to battle against
Napoleon in Germany. So fewer and fewer of them were passing
back and forth through town. Considering the situation, Mikhel
accepted Commissioner Khlyebov's proposal and accompanied
him to the headquarters of the army.

“So long, Nosuchviile!”
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IX

Nosuchville is a town where anything can happen. As
of the Ninth of Ab (which commemorates the destruction of the
first and second temples), every nook and cranny of town is filled
with tumult and turmoil—from Markel’s saloon. Markel pours
liquor like there was no tomorrow. You can drink good, strong
mead in Markel's place, you can drink good distilled vodka in
Markel's place, you can drink March ale in Markel's place. Jews
and peasants, even landowners, come to imbibe in Markel's
saloon. There was talk that Markel was planning to open a wine
garden on the Jewish holidays. For Sukkoth, the Feast of
Tabernacles, he wanted to turn one of the traditional wooden
tabernacles into a large house, as a wine garden for the land-
owners.

Suddenly, a rumor went through town: a poltergeist had
moved into Markel's cellar. His customers began staying away.
Who wants to have a run-in with a poltergeist, a demon, an

ot

unclean thing? Jews and Christians told all kinds of stories about
Markel's cellar: you could hear rawling chains and sudden
guffaws and an uproar that made your hair stand on end.

Some people said that a servant of Marke!l's had been injured. |

While going to tap mead, he had been so frightened that his
mouth had gone askew, and they had taken him tw 2 healer.

Some people said Markel himself had tried o take on the
II PRT WIEa aPMRUYT UL R WDEL DY DYEYIAPINR DK

poltergeist and had gone down to the cellar for beer. But the
poltergeist had thrown buckets at his head, almost killing him,
and Markel barely clambered out alive. People added that he had
twisted a finger, and had been unable to move one leg since that

time.

“The thing is so foul,” said the women, “that you can smell the

horrible stench ten houses away. Just the other day, the miller's
wife had to throw out her entire Subbath stew because it stank of
devil's dung.”

“The same thing happened in Busivke once, they had to vacate
the house, and it was left abandoned. A wonderful place, with
everything—they had to get rid of it. You only live once, y'

know.”
Shmerel Tevyes, an ardent Hassid, accompanied by two young

men, also Hassids, went to visit old Markel the Innkeeper. The |

poor man was a bundle of misery.

“Good evening, Markel. Why are you sitting there so gloomy.
Don't you know that if you're gloomy, that’s worse than the thing
itself. Act cheerful, just act cheerful, and the thing won't have any
power. Act cheerful, Markel. We Hassids have come to wish you
good evening. Well, cat got your tongue?”

“It's the other way around with me,” sighed Markel the Inn-
keeper. “During the day, there’s nothing here. Absolutely
nothing. It's deathly still, just as God commanded. But when
night comes, there's banging, rattling, laughing, things get
thrown around, and you take your life in your hands even if you
keep your distance.”

“Do you know why we've come.to you, Markel?” said Shmerel
in chorus with the two young Hassids. “You're a good Jew, but
you hang out too much with the old Cossacks and the ruflians.
You have no faith in the sages, you don't believe in the miracles
of the rebbes. ‘That's why the devil has power over you and your
house.”

Markel always hit the roof when people said anything against
his place, and he angrily retorted:

“You're a Hassid, and something much, much worse happened
in your place: A convert got married—to a Jewish girl. Well,
¢’mon? Was that your fault?”

“You lunatic! Do you think we came to fight with you?
Honestly!” Shmerel and the two young Hassids laughed. “Just
look at him, the old Rationalist! We're gonna do you a favor.
We're gonna give you some advice. If you pay the rebbe, you can
get rid of that trouble in your cellar, honestly.”
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Markel tried to talk, but he couldn’t get a word in edgewise. All
three men crowded in on him with wild gestures and Hassidic
grimaces:

“You may not believe in other rebbes, but this tsaddik, long
may he live, is not a rebbe, he's a saint, honestly. Listen: Rabbi X.,
long live the memory of that righteous man, was really like a
Moses, and the whole world said that Rabbi X., honestly, was a
loftier soul than Rabbi Y. Well, just before he died, Rabbi X.
passed his leadership down to our tsaddik. He came all the way
from Jassi, even though, honestly, Jassi didn’t want to let him go
for love or money. Imagine all the things and feats and miracles
they saw him perform every day in Jassi.” (A pious Hassidic sigh.)
“May God grant us the privilege of seeing just his under-under-
stool in paradise—that would be enough of a reward for us. What
did he always say, the rebbe: *Thou canst not enter paradise in
dodhoppers.” You have to work hard and go to the rebbe first,
that's obvious. After all, the rebbe is also a rabbi. Markel, do you.
know why they call him the Faithful Rebbe?” '

“] know,” said old Markel. “Because at first he was a rabbi in a
shtetl, then he became a Hassid and moved to Moldavia, among
the roughnecks.”

“Hahaha!" all three of them guffawed. “You lunatic! You
moron! You idiot! You old Rationalist! You don't know anything,
you can't even pray right. Hahahal You can’t even say a Hebrew
word! Sheet!! Rebbe! Any kid can say that! You ought to be
ashamed of yourself! The Great Rebbe, may he rest in peace, was

more intelligent than Markel the Innkeeper of Nosuchville.
Didn't he say: ‘How much does the word tsaddik add up to’? Come
on! Tell us! Well? Ninety? Like the Jewish letter saddik which
indicates the number 90? Right. Markel, you fool, keep going.
What is ninety? A tsaddik, right? Because he is the true tsaddik of
his generation, honestly. That was why the rebbe, may he rest in
peace, said we should only call him the ‘Miracle-Worker.” Ha.
Right? His eyes could see things that our blind eyes couldn’t see.
He could see so much further, higher. Honestly, we saw how he’
passed on his leadership in Mezhbezh. No one understood what
their meeting meant, honestly. Just look at all the warfare now.
They're the only ones who know, and nothing can happen
without them. People ask them if there should be a war. Without
them, no king is crowned, not for love or money, honestly. Hey,
hey, Markel!” Shmerel Tevyes heaved a sigh, and the other two
Hassids scratched their heads and hung on his lips with a crazy
grimace. “Hey, hey! Whatever the rebbes do in their synagogues,
kings and princes have to obey them. Just the other day, an
abandoned wife came to the tsaddik. She’d been traveling for
years and years, looking for her husband. She'd called upon all
the Hassidic rebbes, and none of them could help her, honestly.
Moyshe was present when the tsaddik laughed and took the
woman into the kitchen. His wife has been lying senseless for
years now, honestly. There was a vat of water standing in the
kitchen, and the healer was taking a bath in it. ‘Woman, place thy
hand into the water,’ the rebbe said to the woman. She stuck in
her hand and pulled out a skullcap. ‘Go and seek the head for
that skullcap,’ he told her, ‘this skullcap belongs to thy husband.’
The whole town was in a dither, honestly, because of that miracle.
And you, you old graybeard, Markell You refuse to go to the
miracle-worker about your cellar? You ought to be ashamed of
yourself, you old fool, you lunatic, you madman, you simpletonl”

The old saloon-keeper tried to ask a question, he wanted to,
understand what the three men were telling him. The stories

about the miracles didn’t sound all that kosher. But he couldn’
get a word in edgewise, Shmerel was heatedly talking away at

him:
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“Now, before Elul (September) creeps up on you, you can get
rid ol your problem in a minute, honestly. When Elul comes, you
could give a thousand guldens, honestly, and they woulda't let
you in to see the rebbe for love or money. He's got the whole
world on his back. Elul! That's no chickenshit! All the rebbes
| have their eye on the Tsaddik of the Generation, you have no
reason to doubt our word. We dont want your approval,
honestly, and he certainly doesn’t need it. . . . Just the other day,

some Litvaks came from far, far off, maybe four or five hundred

niiles away, honestly. ‘Rebbe,’ they said, ‘rebbe, we can only come
to you!" He quickly guessed what they wanted and wld them 1o
go home. If you want to take our advice, Markel, that'’s fine, if

. not, then they'll tear down your house. . . . God forbid it should .

bring harm to the town, honestly.”

The whole chatter wouldn’t have touched the old Rationalist.
But Markel was in a bad mood because of all the business he had
lost. He felt no better after the last “honestly” and the threat of
having his place demolished. The poor man was absolutely
flabbergasted.

The next day, the saloon-keeper,. old Markel, drove off to
Mezhbezh with Shmerel Tevyes. ‘The rebbe's fee was the numeri-
cal equivalent of the Hebrew letters in Markel's name: three
hundred eighty-one guldens. The miracle-worker gave him an
old copy of the Zokar to hang up on his cellar door, and he said:

“For thirty years, I have seen the Sublime Lights in this Buok of
Zohar, and 1 know that all the foul demons will have no might,
especially. . . .” He began brooding and staring at Markel:
*. .. because a Jew needs his business, poor man, and even more
50 a good, decent Jew. ..."”

Markel stopped being a Rationalist after that journey. He
arrived home one day before the first of Elul. Shmerel took old
Markel to the bathhouse before they hung the old Zokar on the
cellar door, honestly.

The whole town of Nosuchville came running to hear the
amazing story from Markel's own lips when slap dab on the Ides
of Elul, the rebbe’s prediction came true: “At mid-Elul, the thing
will stop in thy cellar, and thou shalt do better commerce than
ever before.”

An even greater miracle than any other was the fact that the

ancient Zohar, the dear Holy Zohar, which the rebbe had been
studying for thirty years, yes indeed, thirty years in a row, and in,
which he had seen all the souls that he had brought to rest and!
saved from Gehenna—that very Zokar vanished from the cellar
door where they had hung it (people elbowed one another with
dumbstruck expressions) and it had come back into the hands of
the miracle-worker, simply straight back to him, honestly. . . .
We mustn’t ask a lot of questions. Markel, once a stout
Rationalist, became a Hassid, he carried on with Hassidic gri-
maces and with glassy eyes more thumpingly than a native

Hassid, and he told the others the story. Well, how could anyone |

doubt him? o .
Customers once again drank ale, mead, and distilled vodka in

Markel's saloon.
A miracle. Right?
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Zainvil of Nimyevke, Dovid Smik's son-in-law, came  mn>0 9K PR DYTR 0po20 T Ypuyrnn NS oy
o Nosuhvilleduring the ek before Roh Hashanah und he i v 1 wawgms e veew v g
. ) . . : WBW O¥N NS DYT 1WA PPINR WWRIY WO MY iy
miracle, which Shmerel Tevyes had amply described to him. DPIEIPT UM WT PR DR YR od
Even though he had already heard about it in the village, ADYR T PB LIWAYE HIET TR M@ ¥ i
Zainvil then went to see the great miracle-worker in Mezhbezh at nz‘m.;'by:x Y A BT PR 7 _U&'l Relideiahad
Rosh Hashanah. T DI PWOYA PIR MWATDRY PR Yoy
Nosuchville is a town. Without scandals, apparently, no town _ AITAVIID R
can survive. There was another scandal, a terrible scandal. AUD R DXT DY N LAVRYD 1§ DRDY B PR OEoegnm?
Two days after Rosh Hashanah, Sheyntse vanished. No one JIRYRD TP R OPYR K 3TN T ph LEbR T Wy
knew what had happened: She disappeared some time between  1yn 178102 1228788 DXI™W PR MWI-URY T8 A0 MY
day and night. She was gone for one day, for two days, for three -y TTINTIES P22 DFT PR UOKI PR OARD WM 0 poy

days—she was gone, simply gone. — ABD JUUTT D¥T R AYY OME L ARD TR FDM 9N
Aaron the Beadle and his wife Sarah looked for her day and .3;,] Iypg: nx ]K::J
night.
“It’s like hunting a needle in a haystack,” Aaron was told. “It’s B MK D IR I yoURY M NR aw IL:TRD:y:

just no use. You'd be better off if both of you, or just you alone,
Aaron, went to the tsaddik. You'll find people you know there,
they'll tuke you in to the rebbe. He's worked much bigger
miracles than finding a young woman. Just ask him—it'll be fine.”

Aaron the Beadle and his wife Sarah were distraught about
having to leave the Yom Kippur bowl. That's something they |U§1 = 21 U2¥) °KTi Ui % IR ©y3 9rnsa P
looked forward to all year long. So they decided that Sarah would DARIA IR W B
tra!vel alone, together with some young wives who wanted to have | @1 399 1ymya *n PR 3 am ™ U Ew R
chxld_ren. o ) _ | DR TR OEN CIRT B TR DRT LJINPIRE W bow 7 mige:

Privately, Aaron the Beadle and his wife were kind of sus-  s7 gap j2obaya px wwamgr A PID R O Y
picious of Zainvil because they thought he had stared very hard | TP 1M RN LYIEN T bm TS by b w
at Sheyntse during the dark betrothal when he had brought that B : e
scoundrel Naphtali and the ten gold ducats over to her. Further- . N
more, Zainvil himself had given her three ducats so eagerly and, 0% ¥ 30 102 Un¥ 1R byn 1o pwiyow
furthermore, he had conversed with her much too long. Sarah: ™7 72" /BYT'K OPPB0 VT q¥oyMar O¥T AMK LEWA Ton
recalled what Zainvil had told Sheyntse when he came to say DWW2 WIMW PR DPPYL W™ LRI 9y M DPITYL 1280
good-bye: “You won't have to worry about anything!” That 1PPR52 PWww n»® BYT b1 %9 I8 MW oS byt
sounded more like a man talking about himself, to get Sheyntse ~ ¥2¥yMI2r ¥ LY WWT P EYY YOI Y 7 B vyebya
for himself. Furthermore, neighbors claimed that on the day 1377 pwn on ©w jawys  oTYY M7 9T X R
ihe)t'ntse had Van}sl‘;ledi)[hiy ll'lldd seen some young man talking to  [ypiw 1 o poywmwya 55 1 m DYBY TR UM Y vy

er in a corner of the back alley. - "y 13 » .

Even though Zainvil had ac{ually gone to see the rebbe in n;:: ;5:;1 n:;i;g?;;?‘;ﬁt1;:;37?:9?1;? r:: 118 '1"7 b: o
Mezhbezh on Rosh Hashanah together with all the Hassids, he S e 7 ' ¥ o Lo
might very well have sneaked back right after the holiday and _— i ¥ DRI ONT M X jag7
carried her off. What could Zainvil have done with her? Hard to 1> _ 97530 0T 125081 % T .9m oyny 15 woymw.
say. They hit upon an answer: A man that rich would rent an | OY7 D¥7 i3 99209 ¥ O¥Ey 18 qyivd jagm 200w 19m .oyt
apartment for Sheyntse in another village, so that he could visit < I’ DOFWWYA X0 D 1980 1285985 PX o1 ogn 3w

2BYATWLIN DYNE YOYpIM R

her any time.
The first thing they did was to go over to Shmerel Tevyes’ inn,  [wa"wKY M5 PIFBYIPYNE W T8T PR Yoy ywigs

where Dovid Smik and Braine-Dobrish were celebrating Rosh_ 'DYRE LOYIOR PR DUTON ¥OR DO WIvawIyn P T qoi oiX
gl_ﬂslfﬂfnah-;el;mlgf l}':e)’_ti_imlztf _get_la }:&clld l;l he):jleamed lcll‘a; the  mppepxs 0 AR yhymmt PR wER @Sy @ MR (e
gy aiter nosn Tashanah, cainve nac indeed FEtUrned IOM gy gsgopymy o TERIILNR PR PR PNY wivawiyn 16

Mezhbezh and spent the night in Shmerel's inn. At the crack of A e e N benn
dawn, right after prayers, he drove off to the village. He was to § o ;: PN DT DDAy Yoywnt ¥ byn
come to town for Yom Kippur with his parents-in-law, Beyltse, 1'% W 8 PR [PO0OT WRmw oym wny ¥ n
1T ORD YRR LYN Y PR LT T MG T AT 8 PEAW

and the baby. .
Hearing all those things, the beadle and his wife decided to IS PR X

confide them to the miracle-worker, and he would be sure to - |y95 waaws e PR 80 13 DT (Y2 o¥N YBRIY OXT
jUdgC th‘at Zainvil must return Sl.leyntse: SC(}I‘C['Y. '-’:&1 WEARTTYIYTA W PR VT M LOman l?-'ynw - ooyt
But for God's sakel” Aaron said to his wife. “Mum's the word! . 192 DIN ADE ¥ B JOWT N5 OYEY DALY JuURTE:

Don't tell anyone, y' know, that you're gonna tell the secret to the
tsaddik.” POMRT PR OMTATWRY AL MR BYT YPED IR 1My

Sarah understood and put her finger on her lips to show that |.agb 985 .LPU3YIYY ¥T ORT DR VIPAWIYD N PPN JYRPYH
LTOY IR T T PR OTIMOLIPYNG Y PR DAY T
WM LW MPRNY NPT DM PR PN 1 W by e
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she would tell the secret only to the tsaddik. And off she drove.
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XI

Sarah the beadle's wife returned from Mezhbezh two
days after Yom Kippur, All the women, even Gittel Gabriels, the
richest woman in town, dashed over to hear what Sarah had to
tell and what she had managed to do about Sheyntse. The men
were afraid to crowd with the women into the beadle’s small
room in the bes-medresh, but every husband told his wife to
come out right away and tell him what Sarah told her.

Outside, in front of the bes-medresh, a large crowd gathered,
waiting for the women to come out. Waiting is no fun, but
waiting and waiting for an hour and even more than an hour is
awful. Some of the men cursed their absent wives, some
scolded—but they didn't dare leave.

“What's taking them so long?” ten men asked at once.

“You know women!” a half dozen householders replied. “They
can never stop talking! They're talking about veils and pins and

carrot stew.”

s WS ¥ PYIS — aRD MR OIBINT oy DUPNT ogn —

But actually, it wasn't the women’s fault. Sarah the beadle’s wife '
felt she had to tell them how she had traveled with a bitter heart, | — DobNay582 OPYT 8 IWHLIY — 19ya0m TR DYp —

how a wheel had smashed and she had met women returning [, oyp»ow 18 1R 09y™bw NS YomawT T M T o s

from a cemetery, how a cloudburst had come and all three
women had been forced to huddle under a horse blanket and
had gotten soaked anyway, down to their undergarments, if
you'll pardon the expression, and how they had run into a crazy
woman, who was being taken to a healer, can you imagine, and
how she heard about the rebbe's miracles along the way.

That was why it took so long to get to the point:

“If you please, a woman, upon my word, what do they say, a

woman can't, if you please, push in-among householders, if you

please. Men and women are there from all over the world, if you
please, but one woman, long may she live, gave me a piece of
advice: ‘You know what, lady? Slip the gabai, the rebbe’s admin-|
istrator, some money, and he'll take you all the way up to the}
rebbe.' Well, so what do I do? I show the gabai a nice, large ruble,

t it in his hand, it you please, and after looking at
e tsaddik, right into his
I handed the

sut I don’t pu
the ruble, he led me all the way to the tsaddi
alcove, if you please, and when I was already inside,
gabai a five-kopek piece.”
All the women burst into guffaws:
“Hahahahaha!”
“I'm laughing,
“Aaron, move the potoveront
of broth to run out, if you please.
you please, for a ritual rooster, a tiny th
cost ten. . . . Let me forget my sorrows, but not ;
I got to the tsaddik, he instantly knew exactly what I wanted.
The women craned their necks in amazement. “He asked me
about every last detail, and he moaned like a woman having a
baby, if you please. .. ) v
you? ... And so I told the tsaddik everything that came to my
mind, that's what I told him. And he—just listen—he gave me
such a look that I practically passed out, if you please. . . .
All the women shook their heads. o ‘
“May my life in heaven be as wonderful as that tsaddik. ‘Sarah,
he said to me, so plainly,
home and make thee a huge can
can burn for two days and two nig
also blessed me, if you please. 1 p :
went away, if you please. May all the things tha

come true!”

but my laughter turned to tears,” said Sarah.
he stove. I don't want the little bit
I had to pay thirteen kopeks, if
ing. Here it would only
my words. When

hts. That will be good.” And he
ut down the silver ruble and I
t I wished him
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Gittel Gabriels blurted out:

“Well, did you make the candle, the big white wax candle?”

Aaron called out:

“Y'know, it's been burning in the bes-medresh for two hours
already. Why, that's the reason she went in the first place. . . .
Sarah, go to the stove. This is no fastcay, y' know."

The women left, and each wife told her husband the story she
had heard from Sarah, but added a few lies as trimming. The
candle was burning for now, that was already half a miracle. ‘The
other half would come tomorrow—Sheyntse would be found.

Naturally, when the men realized what the big, fat, white wax
candle meant, they all ran to have a look. Well, what did they see?

A burning candle. The women envied the householders, the

men: they were allowed to see the white wax candle burning.|
Women are not permitted to enter a bes-medresh. What can they

see there, after all? But still, they wanted to see it with their own

eyes. Maybe that's how it is with other small things in the great,

world; people absolutely want to see with their own eyes.
Aazron the Beadle tended the white wax candle better than a
candle for the anniversary of a death. ‘The white candle was not

to go out, God forbid. The miracle-worker had said the candle:

was to burn, and the burning would help them find Sheyntse. So
it had to be tended.
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XIiI

Nosuchville is a town. In Nosuchville, anything can
happen.

That Yom Kippur, Dovid Smik and his wife Braine-Dobrish,
and their only daughter Beylise, and the baby she was nursing,
and Zainvil were in town. Because of the fastday and the mob in
the women’s section of the synagogue (it was also a very hot day,
although, as Jews say, even a fish trembles in the water during the
Days of Awe; and Beyltse, who was very delicate, was nursing a
child, and the holy day required weeping), Beyltse fainted dead
away during the closing services. They had a terrible time
bringing her to Shmerel Tevyes’ inn (where the family was
staying)} and reviving her.

If they had called the landowner’s physician, he would cer-
tainly have given her something. But they didn't call him because
it often happens that a woman faints in synagogue, she generally
recovers and by nightfall she’s eating cold chicken (the fowl killed
in the Yom Kippur ritual) and hard pears with more gusto than
anyone else, and it does her no harm at all.

Beylise, however, became sick, very sick. The next day, she was
worse, dangerously ill. When they finally brought the physician
the night after Yom Kippur, he said: “It looks bad.” He had some
medicines, but Beyltse couldn't take them because her throat was

closed up. Not even a drop of water could get through. It was
bad, very bad, very, very bad.
The day before the Feast of ‘Tabernacles, Beyltse died, at noon.

What misery, what misery! How dreadful the parents felt, how }

dark were their lives! Their only son had converted to Chris-
tianity, and their only daughter, that fine girl, had died.

How dreadful Zainvil felt! He had loved Beyltse, and she had |
loved him, that is to say, th°ey had both loved one another. Beyltse |
was smart, good, and pious, and she was also a very beautiful |
young woman. A rib had been torn out of poor Zainvil's body. It !
pained him even more to know how awful, how dreadful the.
miserable parents felt. For all their wealth, they were very, very !
unhappy. They had had two children: That scoundrel had
converted to Christianity. A shame, a disgrace, a sorrow, but they
could endure it because they had Beyltse and a new grandson, a
darling boy, and they also looked upon Zainvil as their own child.
Now, all at once, their only daughter had died. A dreadful,
tragedy for a father and mother! Their only daughter had been :
snatched away.

Zainvil, the good, smart, pious scholar Zainvil, understood all.
that in the midst of mourning his dear wife, and so, in front of all
the mourners, at the side of Beylise’s body, he promised his in-

laws that he would never take another wife under any circum- |

stances and that he would never leave them, he and his child, the
little boy, would stay with them forever, and they would be as

their children, all their lives.
Well, of course, on the one hand, when the wound is still open

to the eyes, the only daughter is lying on the ground with her feet
towards the door, covered with a black cloth, it’s not right to talk, !
about never marrying again, never taking another wife. And on!
the other hand, how can a young man of eighteen, like Zainvil,
promise never to take another wife? But for the moment, it was a
somber consolation for the parents as they sat on the ground,
mourning the death of their one and only daughter. Rather than
becoming even more miserable in their great misery, they!
welcomed such words from the good boy, from the grandson of
the Preacher of Ostro, they were very glad to hear that he didn't
want to leave them.
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Both of them, Braine-Dobrish with her broken heart, with her
sad, bitter thoughts, and even Dovid Smik, who scarcely ever
spoke, hugged and kissed their good, smart, pious son-in-law
Zainvil for his words.

Women stood around, crying and crying at the dreadful
laments that Braine-Dobrish, for goodnesh’ shake, was sobbing
and weeping for her one and only daughter. At every word that
the suffering, agonizing mother brought forth over the corpse,
the women let out a heart-rending wail. The keening went on for
about an hour. Braine-Dobrish kept grieving and talking, and the
women wept along with her:

Then, when Zainvil promised to remain with them and his little
boy, his motherless baby, and the parents-in-law threw their arms
around him and showered him with kisses (“Do you hear,
Beyltshe, what your Zhainvil ish shaying to ush? In front of all
the townshfolk, for goodnesh’ shake . . .?"), all the women burst
into a flood of tears.

Suddenly, they heard a racket outside. Aaron and Sarah were |
arguing with the beadles. And when a few women ran out to see |
what all the commotion was about, the mourners inside the house :
could hear Sarah’s voice: ,

“Make him give me back my child! The candle burnt up, if you
please, right when Beyltse died. Cat got your tongue, Aaron?:
Shout: ‘You kidnapper! Give us back our Sheyntse!’ The tsaddik, |
the miracle-worker, he had his reasons when he said: ‘After two
days and two nights, when the candle has burnt down, that will be|
right, they will give thee Sheyntse again...."”

Aaron the Beadle had to shout because Sarah told him to:

“Y'know, the candle burnt down the very moment when his
wife died. . . ."

Tevye and Shmerel Tevyes, together with several members of
the burial society, came dashing over to rebuke Sarah and her.
husband. ) |

Meanwhile, the crowd, waiting outside for the funeral to begin.'
started mobbing the door where the beadle’s wife was standing ;.
and screaming. The pushing and shoving were so bad that some;
people almost suffocated. No one knew what Sarah and Aaron.
had to yell about, and so everyone squeezed in even more.

“I'll shout out the secret, yes, I, Sarah, the beadle’s wife, if you |
please, I'll shout it to high heaven! Aaron! Shout! Make him give
us back our Sheyntsel Make him tell us where she is and we'll goi
and get her! Ha, the candle showed the truth, if you pleuse. . . .
She was screaming at the top of her lungs and struggling with the
beadles, fighting like a madwoman to get inside. “Let me at himl
Let me get my hands on Zainvil. Make him give me back my
Sheyntse. He's got her, he and no one else. . . .”

Zainvil, in the midst of his great distress, heard his name being
yelled, he came over to the door and asked:

“Did somebody call me?”

Tevye and Shmerel squealed and shrieked:

“Tie the woman up. She’s off her rocker!”

Sarah screamed even louder: :

“Yes, yes, the candle burnt down. I'm not off my rocker. ..."”
Spotting Zainvil, she grabbed him with both hands: :

“Swear to me, if you please, on the corpse, that you will return © |

my Sheyntse, the tsaddik said 'so, if you please. . . ."
Zainvil assumed that the woman had gone crazy in her grief. -
With tearful eyes, he walked back to his dead wife.
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The town beadles grabbed Sarah’s arms and dragged her
home. Meanwhile Tevye Bilenkis and Shmerel Tevyes tried to ;
make Aaron the Beadle realize that it was stupid and terribly |
wrong to suspect 2 man like Zainvil, and they said some harsh
things to him:

“If you or your wife so much as dare to say a bad word against
the grandson of the Preacher of Ostro, that dear man Zainvil,
then tomorrow you'll no longer be beadle of the bes-medresh.”




That brought Aaron to his senses, and he quietly stole away.

Sarah, as she was being dragged home, screamed across the
entire marketplace:

“Why did I spend all that money traveling? Why did I pay the
rebbe a ruble? Why did I buy three pounds of white wax? If he
doesn't know, why is he trying to cheat me? Why's he talking
about miracles? Why do so many people pile in to see him?”

You can scream your heart out, Sarah! He won’t pay you back
your travel expenses, your ruble, or what the candle cost you.
You're not the first and you won't be the last. People want to be

cheated and they'll always find someone who knows how to pull
the wool over their eyes and fleece them for it.

Beyltse was given a proper funeral that night. The seven days
of mourning began on the Feast of Tabernacles, but Jews are not
allowed to grieve as much during a holiday. So when the feast was
over, Dovid Smik, Braine-Dobrish, and Zainvil, together with the
little baby and a wetnurse, drove back to Nimyevke, to grieve
there and try to find solace in the fact that the little boy had

Beyltse's face.
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That's enough out of Nosuchville. It’s time to see DN D W PP ¥ LEX PR Oy SHRBpRTy W auy |

what’s happening with Mikhel—Mikhel the ex-belfer, Mikhel . 2 L
Gravestone, and then Mikhel the Muscovite. W NI 7B AgEya I DY ByT — 1yhan oD

We saw that three days before Rosh Hashanah, Mikhel left PEEM — Swempogs bam T
Nosuchville with the Russian officer Commissioner Khlyebovand MIW0RY 985 ayv 297 bR Yo e AVIRA 1287 vn '
drove to the Russiar} headquarters. TIEMIPYNR MR Waemyp x5y 0N DYT o

Khlyebov and Mikhel (from now on, we'll talk about him PUIWNPYENT WO T W HEERTE N5 i

without any nickname, just plain Mikhel) arrived in Breslau two
days after the Feast of Tabernacles. Breslau is a big German city DR PO % LI DS — Jhn pn PR mayhs :
in Prussia. T YD UNZ IMPINE — O :bEY W3 Ljynynx 38 En
In Breslau, Khlyebov called upon the Russian commander, DK DSUW JD1T1 yerapwunT § bR o7 S0y rp mow |
Major Redrikov, who gave him a document from the Commis- ST YE0YD YT
e Rusia provisons sorchouse ofBresau, He wa o upply Ty IV7 13 WIS Tn piw o shosa i
i i : “IR-Y : ;
flour, cereal, biscuits, oats, and hay to all the Russian regiments: " 25,::9352 ;::’;“n;:m:mﬂ 118?*1::9‘1 WIRD LIRTIVEYP
passing through Breslau and to all the Russian troops stationed ' S A TR WP T N8 miynsh
T OYT 1A YP0YIR PR YPRD LIPIMRIRD ¥ LSYUmbEne

in the city.
Khlyebov was taken care of. But Mikhel couldn’t have much to | “87 TR /Y3810 DK 19717 ¥ 123 1% i pIgmgs

do for him. The inspector had no business to throw Mikhel's way. | *7 IR ¥70¥12 TM7T 357 0§ ApbED y0oo™m ¥o8 71 IR 9ya
However, since he had taken Mikhel away from his home, he was | FP0P93 PR IR 1AYPI 1IN oEN uRTUSD Ywio
c?ncerned about him. Besides, Mikhel was a ?erfect stranger in TNgIyts DR WA I8P U9B LAWEE PR hRayhs
I(I;gx"]mz};} gél?;hk;‘::ryml?xdz: tll:g:é h::: c}(’)(l:llliii? tp:;:ir:msgseatl;ﬁ(r::; -! P2 LpOY RIX LW WA DRA W Y W8 J3RT PN Nyt
“Ah, if the landowner talks German, I'll be able to tell him T W722. 538 W7 DE1 W WITRE Wiy 2T A
PR T DR OYT PIAR L83 BOR DWW YMINPYNR DU YT

everything.” The moment that Jew gets to Germany, he hears the:
< B TR IR L IR Y STAYISTYM R Yo manbwiy

language, but they might as well be speaking in tongues. He . . o

catches a few words that sound almost like Yiddish: but he :f:_?: ,'_:3; ;:Zi:w;‘?;i: ‘:B'f,:? ;’f:_']ip_l"fx"’:, nwzgn.

doesn’t understand what the German wants or what the German 2 . v PR /B™3 T PR T YN
O IRT TR 5}711 APFTVDLT DOMIDW PYVID WT IR Ne ST

.

means. .

Khlyebov was a good egg! He cudgeled his brains until he hit  -BEPWDNT ™ bolp T2 WK T3 ~ “APTI8 DW YNP
on a way to help Mikhel. Khlyebov had lots of Jewish friends who | TW"W3 173 DI 99 quA081 02 %P DR AP Y vy
were contractors and suppliers, they had come from Russia with ' 07T "1 983 /77 YT OY "1 .DWIYLMYD I8 ¥ Wuwn 1
the Tsarist army to do business, and some of them happened to - 7 b X LW WHYT YT DBV LW Y DUDYTIRE pens

be in Breslau. A few had contracts from the military commission LI phot
to provide everything to the soldiers in Russian hospitals, and  -pipwR BT PR LORTDYI DRI MEPOLDS whiya Ywbn ¥
with prices for every item. That too was a big business. Others  yey wgaysbs oy 38%m % g Py 5on N vogww |
had contracts for transportation. T'hat too was a big business. DN LIRS OYPWURMITND TR yOISpRR 6 DRVl
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another, asking each to employ Mikhel. ’e praise Mikhel and ¢ ooss wm B G
guaranteed that he was an honest, loyal man, who cou relie s R I e
i ay and entrusted with money. i .
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Who wouldn't do a favor for a friend like Commissioner ]
Khlyebov? A man like him could come in very handy some time.  D°npd B Jaya 1% HR jurThEd yparnp 07 NS thuvaw !

Oxman, a supplier for the Breslau Hospital, hired Mikhel for his |y:y';ny T3 POV DM B TN PR DET X WIVHLOR 85 |
staff, Mikhel would have to be near him all the time and in his * | g X PR og7T St oypIRNYYE MR JUPRILIEY LRIV T8
lodgings. Not as a servant, for]in G;rm?nyhyo; don't have to take POy o
our servants when you travel; in hotels the domestics serve you - | ;

ietter than a dozen gf your own menials (that's incomprehensible | | B8 ©'B PR DX WoD T qymuEAR DET wgAyd
for us in the Russian-Polish towns, where, with all the inns, they = | JO¥3¥3 ¥ DT TR JWTE D3 PWORITES TR DD 1933093
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don't know the meaning of the words service and guest). No, | |
Oxman took Mikhel along to purchase the supplies for the ' | ¥ PR 52w I PWa 21 LET DX Wen DIN2YL T

ital. Oxman had a German employee, a man from Breslau, \
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Mikhel join him to buy the goods they needed. | TR DR YT PR BAn W "'“::1 X ;’ _ly“ i
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Mikhel had once traveled from Nosuchville to Berditchey, ‘W¥2'T®I P% RPN N 1IREYI TBE PR DM
accompanying a bridegroom to his wedding. A wealthy man in  DYT B3 M990 8,700 8 Jmnn & 598 o0 8 v
Nosuchville had taken the bright young belfer along to serve D BT 1K (Y2782 13 OMR 1ymayawed wpsbya pysagng:
him, and had paid him eight silver ducats, plus a bonus of six N6 LYY OYT P TN YoM LOR jAVIY GNEAYT
silver ducats. . ' . . TN YoM DpYT I
_ _}/_\’E&_i_t_ _pgd_h/_t_l_khel seen in the big town of Berd;tchev? Tex__l MPWLITIRT BROY WONI IWT PR 9Iva bn by oxn
Nosuchville mudholes together, f‘:fteen time.sasm;fmy b«;drag.gled Y5 oug byn M5 LOYIMK PR OoYoRba aybaspwmd v
o and besputcred men o Nosuchvlle thiry ight mes -y 1t 1 1m0 SERpOBEIRS T e s
horse-drawn wagons. A shoving, a dashing, a chasing, one man ID:!'} O¥N /N8P 1B N KD POMT DK DI MK AR
scolding, one man beating, ten people arguing, five people > ¥ TIE B I 25 My bgn p¥ags oyaes 1
shouting: “How ya doin’? What are ya up t0?” No one’s got time. T 19K DR 29y 8 poy5nb ey § popswow
One man runs afoul of a wheel, which rips away half of his WM E SPTMP YR LIRY WK PR PR
kaftan; on the other side, somebody says to him: “Mazel-tov!” Tin WU TR BORD oM AehY oY —
alms-boxes clatter: “Charity delivereth from death!” and women DR 7 8 bysywuaRS DY7 2R PP B3 1987 Y9
dance over to a bride with challahs and musicians across.the DAST LT WOYTAR WT 1D uBED 12987 X PYNE DR bom
street. Jews with tall bamboo canes demand money for various  vegn mpyx., gokbp DYPLID VaysYYl - MAwbm. K 9B
;};ail:IUes, rrh:leadozen men race past, yelling: “Stop thief! There PoWBYY biPD WT ¥ WUIM XIED WWT BR MMon

Then all at once, Mikhel saw Breslau. A city with no mudholes, JITVDE YU DM T OE WT WIR WEvp o
no bedraggled people, everyone dressed like a lord, clean and "33 § 8 J72 93 W1 1577 2297 AIn B iy 0pyOw
lovely. Even the stairs leading to large buildings are scoured, and | wUIPYME MY LEMY DR LA3 DYT vORS. MWD
none of the shopkeepers yells: “Come on inl What are you' |.ybgba 1% ©¥bY ¥ 020071 & 1wmyT Yow byt oynbs
buying?!” . . ARUYAIE PYID R M DM P0pbIIR LYDMITIRG A PR YD
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The next day was Sunday. Mikhel saw thousands of German P2 1 y 42329 T¥eay L4 ¥ ATIMNT
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“Where is everyone going?”
“Come along, Mr. Pole,” said the man. “You can treat us!” W WD WT LMY IWER WIE TR0 WuRPan oy

Although he didn't understand what Zaks meant, Mikhel | | joyapa naw vgn 9y ogn .oyT 22 770 OY'T DYYT 20
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‘Mikhel saw that what the older Jews called a gorten (which was
Yiddish), the younger ones called a Garten (which was German).
“A garden,” he thought to himself. “What do I need a garden
for? porn, cucumbers, and beets, or maybe cherries, sour
chf{,nes, or pears, plums, or apples?” But he nodded his head:

es...."

“Or would you rather not? . . ."

_The man with whom he had eaten the Sabbath meal pulled
him along and winked at his wife, who also tugged him inside.

Mikhel entered through the beautiful gates of the garden,
along with all the lords and ladies, and he removed his hat. (He
had put away his spodek, his high fur headpiece, on coming to
Breslau and had purchased a hat.) The man and his wife laughed
an'd pointed out that all the men were wearing their hats, so that
Mikhel could keep his on.

Here, in the garden, in Liebich's Garden, Mikhel saw that there
were no beets and no corn, not even plums or pears. But what did
the garden have? In front, there was a huge square, with all sorts
of beautiful plants, autumnal vegetation. Further on, there were
small and large trees, very beautiful, in either rows or circles. And
in between the trees, there were small tables and chairs. So many
of these tables were already occupied by ladies and gentlemen.
Some of them, Mikhel saw, were sipping coffee and paying only.
half a gulden to the waiter who brought the tray with the cups,
the coffeepot, a small pitcher of milk, and sugar. At other tables,
ladies and gentlemen were sitting with their children, they were

drinking beer from lovely glasses and paying even less.

“God, it's so cheap!” thought Mikhel to himself. “In Nosuch-
ville, even a glass of stale mead costs more than that.”

“*Qkay, over -here,” said Mikhel to the small waiters who were
carrying around coffee or beer. “Hey, waiter! Bring coffee and
beer!”

The waiter didn't seem to understand what Mikhel said, but he
did catch the two words: “Coffee, beerl” And he saw Mikhel.
pointing to the table where the couple was sitting. A minute later,
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the German waiter in the green jacket strode over, with a tray |
containing coffee, milk, sugar, and cups on one arm, and a tray
containing a corked bottle of beer and glasses on his other arm.
He swiftly put everything down on the table and pulled out the
cork, saying:

“Here you are!”

He was already off and bringing orders to another table.
Several such small, green-clad waiters were hurrying about,
carrying trays of refreshments to the patrons. ‘There were
perhaps twenty fine, dextrous waiters. In the middle of the!
garden stood a platform, something like the kind from which the’
Torah is read in synagogue (if you'll excuse the blasphemous |
comparison). There were some twenty men on the platform,
playing violins and flutes and other instruments, and so effec-:
tively that the music could be heard all the way across the garden. |

Mikhel couldn't believe that no wedding was being celebrated.!
And he couldn't figure out why the musicians were playing and
no one was dancing.

Mikhel saw that Avrom Zaks and his wife were drinking coffee,
so he helped himself to the beer. It was cold and delicious, a lot|
tastier than the March ale he had drunk at the wedding in:
Berditchev. When the waiter noticed they were done, he said only/

one word:
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“Geld!" (Money.)
Mikhel put down a Polish gulden and received a few coins as

change. The waiter cleared the table and hurried off. E

‘The musicians kept playing different pieces, but they always
played them beautifully. However, no one was dancing. “These
(ermans are meshugge!” Mikhel thought to himself.

Avrom Zaks and his lovely wife went for a stroll through the -
| garden. One of the musicians came towards them with a tray.

There was a sheet of music paper on it. Avrom Zaks motioned to
Mikhel to put his change from the gulden on the tray. The
musician thanked him and went on. Other people likewise gave
kim money. Some gave him nothing and waved their hands. That
was all right too.

Mikhel couldn’t get over all these great wonders. Just think!
For one Polish gulden, he was in Paradise among gentlemen and
such lovely, radiant ladies! He had drunk beer and treated
Avrom Zaks and his lovely wife to coffee. He was listening to
musicians, and they were playing a thousand times better than
Yitsikel Livak in Nosuchville. He strolled about in Paradise for
two whole hours. And it all cost only one Polish gulden. That was
what life was all about, wasn't it! “Back home, the people live like
pigs!” said Mikhel 1o himself. -

Sunday evening, Commissioner Khlyebov had gotten Oxman
the contractor to hire Mikhel. On Monday morning, Mikhel
entered Oxman's two big, lovely rooms at the inn. One room was |
a chamber with a lovely clean bed and bedding in shiny-white :
slipcovers. Next to the bed stood a small table with a large |
porcelain basin, a porcelain jug filled with water, a bar of soap, !
and a comb, and next to it a clean white towel. There were also a
couple of chairs in the chamber. The other room was more
spacious, it had a large mirror, a bureau, a lovely sofa, and six
fine chairs. A big, lovely table, plus a small ecritoire with paper, ;
ink, and a quill lying on it. In front of the two rooms there was |

something like a vestibule, containing boots and brushes. Here; °

you hung'up your coat or jacket before entering. i

When Mikhel arrived in Oxman’s quarters on Monday morn-i
ing, he found him writing. Mikhel saw an attractive chambermaid |
bring in a tray of coffee, milk, and sugar and say: “Good |
morning!” Oxman put away his writing utensils and, as he began:
sipping his coffee, he motioned to his bed in the other room. The:
lovely young chambermaid hurried out .and. then returned a.
minute later, carrying a basket of fresh white linen, and changed,;
the linen on Oxman’s bed. She put the used linen in her basket.
She also picked up the coffee tray, curtseyed, and asked:

“Will there be anything else, Herr Oxman?”

Mikhel gaped in amazement: -

“How fast, how promptly everything gets done, and how

respectful the people arel” ) _
Oxman could appreciate that a Jew from a Russian-Polish

shtet] would be flabbergasted at all these things or else believe
that Oxman was paying a hundred ducats a day. He said to,

Mikhel: "
“Would you like coffee? Why don't you order some:

Mikhel replied:

“No, thank you. Karp Semyonovitch wouldnt let me g0§
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without having me drink some tea first.” . :
It was only now that Oxman said: “No, Caroline, the gentleman

is not having coffee.”
The girl left.
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“Mikhel,” Oxman said when she was gone, “you must be
wondering how much I pay for these rooms, isn’t that so? Well,
these beautiful rooms, with the bed, and with fresh white linen'
every week, with all the chairs and tables, and all these marvelous
things you see, and . . . there’s even a key hanging there, for a
very clean toilet, if you'll excuse me. I pay only eight good
groschens, that's two Polish guldens a day. Which adds up to nine
rubles a month. I've got an apartment that I needn’t be ashamed
of, and I can receive corporals and even generals here. For my
business I have to have auractive lodgings, and I can't be
bothered with carrying bed linen around when I travel. You have
to pay more for freight than for your own fare. And the
chambermaid serves twenty guests in the inn, each in his rooms.
When I go out to take care of my business, I leave the key with
the maid, and she sweeps and cleans the place till it glistens like
gold. I can leave money here uncounted, and not a kopek will be
missing. When 1 come back, my key is hanging downstairs with
the innkeeper. I pay half a Polish gulden for coffee, and anything
a guest may need is written on a board” (he pointed to a board

hanging on the wall) “along with the price. So I can keep my own
account of what I get from the innkeeper and what I owe him.
And the innkeeper is very amenable. Germans are good at |
figures. Who knows how long it will take our abominable little
towns in Russian Poland to start doing business in this way and
keeping accounts like this! We'll have to wait a long, long time.”

Mikhel shook his head.

“No. It'll never happen back home, I can tell you. Unless all the
Jews in Russian Poland are forced to spend & couple of years over |
here, then they might learn from the example. 1f someone were
to come here and then go back and tell them about it, they
wouldn't believe him and they’d make fun of him.” A

“Making fun of people like that,” replied Oxman, “is some- '
thing our Jews have learned from those awful Hassids and their
con men, the Hassidic rebbes and tsaddiks. They've made Jews so
arrogant. You don't realize, Mikhel, that the Talmud praises Jews
for three virtues: modesty, compassion, and charity. It says:
“Those who are modest are compassionate and charitable.” As for !
the first quality, the Hassids have given the lie to Jewish modesty. ! |
They're pushy and arrogant! They never address an elderly Jew
politely as ‘Reb’ (Mister). With those louts, it's always: ‘Hey youl
Shmuell’ That's how they talk to an old gentleman of eighty.:
Except for their rebbe, they care about nothing. Compassion or
charity for anyone who's not a Hassid is something they regard as | |
sinful. That’s why before Hassids and the plague of Hassidic
rebbes spread among Jews, you could tell them: ‘Brothers, what,
you're doing isn't right. Look at older countries and learn finer/
ways, more intelligent customs, and a method of livelihood. It
costs less and it makes for a better life.” They understood and
they went along with it. Little by little, they got rid of old windows
with curtains and other nonsense. And they heeded the advice.
The arrogant Hassids poke fun at everything and everybody. |
They have to be absolutely ignorant and incapable, and the:
rebbes even say quite plainly: All that counts is being a Hassid:
and believing that the rebbe has one foot here on earth and the,
other foot above the angels’ heads so that he can reach the button
on God's trousers. That's all a Jew should be able to do,,
everything else is crap! This is the worst misfortune for the Jews

in Russian Poland. Jews get more and more crippled every day,:
they can't even learn how to read and write Yiddish, they're!
simply arrogant. Why can’t Rabbi R. even sign his own name—:
doesn’t he make a mint? Thousands of silver rubles come!
pouring into his home. ‘Well, here you arel’ says every
Hassid. . . ./
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B Mikhel, the silly Jews are going to make us forget our’
sick soldiers. Come to the hospital with me and I'll introduce you'

to the German. You'll always go shopping with him and buy
everything that's needed for the hospital. And I'll introduce you
to the man to whom you have to deliver all your purchases. Every
evening, you're to give him a bill for all the things you've bought.

“I'll take Khlyebov's word that you're an honest man. I don't
really trust my German. I'll pay you two hundred rubles a month.
Try and buy cheap so that 1 can compare with the prices the
German has been handing me. If you can get me better prices,
then you can be sure that I'll reward you over and above your
salary. Let's gol”

Mikhel had listened carefully to everything. He was even more
astonished at finding a man who regarded the rebbes as ignorant
and arrogant liars and anything but what he always heard in
Nosuchville.

He went out with Oxman, and on the way he mulled over
everything that Oxman had said. At the hospital, Mikhel under-
stood all his tasks and he became a fine steward.
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A bright and capable young man like Mikhel was a
great boon to Oxman’s business. Ten days later, he started
makmg‘all the purchases himself, without the German. He didn't
speak German very well, he still didn't have the hang of it; but
when he had to make his purchdses, he knew the names of the
items. Money has the virtue of making the Germans understand
when you want to buy something, even if your German is poor.

Oxman grew fond of Mikhel and often asked him to his
lodgings when he had visitors, other contractors, in the evening
to hajwe tea and tatk about all sorts of things. i

Mikhel had already gone to the theater with Oxman several

—

times, and Oxman had explained each play to him.

Mikhel saw that Oxman was a geod man, who wanted him to
understand, and so he said:

“It is very beautiful, it is very intelligent, and everything's done
very cleverly. And it is enjoyable. But if you don’t mind my
asking, I'd like 10 know: What use is the theater with all its make-
believe?"

“It’s good that you've asked me, Mikhel!” said Oxman. “Think
about the six plays you've seen with me, and tell me if you don’t
feel that each one has @ moral for us. A character is rich, he’s a
baron, and he uses so much intelligence and money to get a poor |
man away from his virtuous daughter and even drive him out of '
his home. Do you remember the baron? Well, what happens.in .
the end? The baron loses all his wealth and becomes a cripple. '
While the poor man's good, virtuous, beautiful girl marries a'
count and the man himself becomes happy. Do you recall, .
Mikhel?” -

*] certainly do!” said Mikhel. “I remember that all the plays are |
like that. Yes indeed. In the end, the just man always becomes:

known, and the villain is killed, or else his evil doings are exposed =

and he is put to shame.” .
“Well," said Oxman, “then the theater is more useful than a
preacher’s moral sermonizing. Here, in the theater, you enjoy the |
'make-believe,” as you call it, Mikhel, but in the process, moral!
lessons are smuggled into the hearts of the people watching and:
listening. The play demonstrates that it's best to be honest and to;
follow the example of good people. On the other hand, it also,
demonstrates that a proud man, an evil man, a debaucher may!
appear to be successful for a while, but in the end he comes to|
shame and woe. Not everyone wants to listen to a preacher, and |
even if you do listen to him you'll forget his sermon and his good
words an hour later. But at a play, the audience pays strict
attention and listens carefully to each word, so that it sticks in
their minds. I'll bet you remember every play we've seen!” i

“That's right,” said Mikhel. “I'll show you at home: I've jotted |
down the names of all the plays in Yiddish. All I need is the title, .
and even back in Nosuchville I'll be able to go through every play

from start to finish.”
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“I'm delighted that you're recording the names,” laughed

Oxman. “But do you think that the basic device of the theater
comes from the jesters, what you call ‘make-believe’? Back home,.
in that dark place, the shtetl, the wedding jesters disguise
themselves and make believe. Children may dress up as soldiers,
but if you see them, you won't think that military strategy comes
Jfrom little children. No, Mikhel. The man who first dealt with the
essence of theater was Aristotle, and even the simplest Jews talk
about being ‘as smart as Aristotle.’ He lived thousands of years:
ago and he was versed in all the wisdoms of the world. And he
said: ‘A theater is a classroom where people learn how to be good
and pious and honest. Theater is the school of virtue.' So now,
Mikhel, you know what use theater is, don't you?”

“I really have to thank you, Mr. Oxman,” said Mikhel. “I've !
learned many things that I didn't know before. In our shtetls, the |
Jews live like simple animals. If it weren't for one thing that!
draws my heart back home, I certainly wouldn't travel back into |
the darkness, as you put it—not to mention the liars and the
Hassidic rebbes with their make-believe and the way they turn |
people into liars, windbags, and cripples. Those poor, poor
Jews—how pitiful they arel It tears my heart apart. . . ." !
And thus both men, Oxman and Mikhel, went home from the |

theater. . . .
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A few days later, after this conversation about the
theater, all the Russian contractors in Breslau assembled in
Oxman’s apartment. Not to talk business. It's only in the shtet|
that there is no respect and people come into your honie to see
what you're writing or to whom you’re talking and to ferret out
your secrets. In Germany, our Russian contractors learned
manners: When a man is counting money at a table, you stand
away from the table, and if he's writing something, don't go near
him under any circumstances, so that you won't seem to be
prying. Well, the contractors got together. In the evening, after
doing their business during the day, they wanted to chat a bit
about matters of the world.

Mikhel sat there too, because Oxman called him in whenever
he had company so that the young man could meet better people
than he found in Nosuchville. To people who didnt know
Mikhel, Oxman said, in the German manner:

“This is my Mikhel, an honest, virtuous young man from
Russian Poland. He only emerged recently from the darkness of
the shtetl. I want him to gather experience and get to know
people in the wide world, not just Hassids or men who are
intelligent but misguided. When he goes back home, even if he
doesn't have a lot of money, then I'd like him at least to be able to
say: ‘You misguided people! The things they tell you are lies and
falsehoods!’ "

That was what Oxman said each time. Now this evening, when
all the Russian contractors gathered in his apartment, Oxman
recommended Mikhel with the same or similar words.

Being an intelligent young man, Mikhel had already acquired -
good manners and he bowed to each man, saying to Oxman:

“Thank you very much for your kind words.” ;

Not like some Jew in Russian Poland instantly calling each man-
a friend or a good friend. How does acquaintanceship turn into
friendship? Mikhel already knew the difference between the two.

The contractors, Gershon Margosin, Moyshe Davidson, Yankel
Hailperin, Chaim Kroin, Shloyme Blumenfeld, Avrom Lande,
were all highly capable men, experienced contractors, they were
well-known throughout the country, they came from a fine
background, were wealthy, some very wealthy, some less so, but
in their business they were all intelligent and enlightened people, :
who had known, even back home, that the plague of Hassidism |
was a catastrophe for Jews, especially since here in Germany they |
saw young Jewish men with fine qualities, they saw Jewish
children studying and mastering languages and all kinds of
subjects, so that one could not help but respect such children.

The contractors had a lot to talk about, considering the great
difference between their own children at home and the children
here. :
One man’s son-in-law and son were both Hassids and hovered
in the rebbe’s home day and night, they didn't even learn how to
read Yiddish, much less write it.

Another man sighed. He had two boys, and they had good,
sound minds. But he couldn’t find anyone w teach them Hebrew, -
not to mention Russian or German—Gaod forbid, a child was not,
alllowed to study those languages, it could only go to those:
cripples, the Hassidic teachers. A teacher named Pinhas the'
Hunchback had only a smattering of scholarship and only an
inkling of the Talmud, but he was highly respected by the;
Hassidic rebbe: a dear, marvelous man! ‘The rebbe said that half*
the world patted him on his hunched back. “What's he going to
tell my children? He'll tell them about the miracles performed by
the Hassidic rebbes, each lie bigger than the other, each bit of
nonsense worse than the last. Young kids believe anything: -
‘Goodness! The teacher, that dear marvelous man, told us, so it

must be true, . .. "
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Gershon Margosin began to speak:

“Gentlemen, let me talk frankly: I gave up long ago on our
Jews back home. Nothing can help them. Why, I've been to.
Tulezin, where the highly praised Hassidic rebbe did something
shameful, very shameful to Leyzertse, the wealthiest man in’
Tulczin—a learned Jew and a very honest man to boot. Well, so
Leyzertse went to Count Potocki. As you know, in Russian
Poland, the Polish landowner polices the town. And Leyzertse
complained bitterly to the count. Potocki didn't realize that a
rebbe is practically a demigod to the Hassids. His honest
merchant was dearer to him because there was no greater or
more honest businessman in town. So Count Potocki sent out his
bailiffs and his commissioner. At Purim, they drove the miracle-
worker, the demigod, out of Tulczin. He and his wife and his
children—they were all kicked out right at Purim. Well, gentle-
men, you probably think that the Hassids said: ‘You, rebbe, you
miracle-worker, you've lucked out. They've simply chased you
away from town like goodness knows what! You're no divine
wonder!” But nothing of the sort, goodness knows! They kept
right on believing, they kept right on traveling to him for
miracles, they kept right on paying him his fees. More and more
people went to see him in Bratslev, a few miles from Tulczin, and
especially when he moved to Mezhbezh. I ask you, gentlemen,
can such people, who deny everything that common sense tells

us, can such people get any better? Assuming a man is a fool, you
can say: ‘I'll teach him some common sense.’ But if people are
smart, very smart, and yet want to destroy common sense by

torce and care only for nonsense—how can you help them in any

way? That was why David Friedlinder in Berlin answered our
minister when he was asked how Russia could enlighten her Jews
like the Jews in Germany. Friedlinder, that wise man, wrote
back: ‘What? A great man, a minister, thinks that the Russian
Jews can be helped like the German Jews? No, the two kinds of
Jews are utterly different. In Germany, there was no lack of!
scholarly Jews, but they had to be enlightened, they had to be
shown that it's not enough to study the Talmud, you have to
master other subjects and languages as well, and this was
demonstrated with the help of the Talmud. That’s why the
German Jews began learning everything you must know to get
along in the world. But the Jews in Russia are altogether
different. Your Hassids, without the Talmud and without all the
commentators, simply claim: A Jew mustn’t know any worldly
subjects, even being able to write is impious, even Hebrew is
impious—the minute a Jew learns anything, he is branded a
heretic. A Jew, says a rebbe, mustn't hear anything but the
rebbe’s obscure doctrines, God forbid, or his soul might be
damaged. You can see for yourself, Herr Minister, whether the
two kinds of Jews are at all similar.”

Davidson let out a booming laugh.

“Do you know what that's like? A peasant’s notion of hell. You
put the peasant in a tub of vodka and someone holds him by the
hair and prevents him from drinking even a drop of the vodka.
And the rebbes hold the Jews by their earlocks, God forbid, and
prevent them from learning or studying anything.”
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“We are the peasants,” said Avrom Lande. “We have to h
ull]ented. edu.cated _]ews_, young men who know a great deal :::;
who would like our children to know a great deal as well. But
those destroying angels, the rebbes, hold us by our hair and ':von't
let us. I agree with Mr. Margosin that there's no remedy for such
?{ pl.agu‘e. What do you think, Hailperin, what do you think,
G;‘;’::;mdyr'lg you Blumenfeld? Unless we send our children to
Everyone chimed if:
“That’s right. That's right. Just send them here.”

After these comments, Oxman said:

“Tell me, you intelligent people, do you really feel that would
be humane? You can send your own children here. But should
hundreds of thousands of Jewish children be forced? No, that's
horrible! I think we can help them all, but with an easier remedy.
You don't feel they can be helped, do you? But I tell you, just
making fun of the Hassidic rebbes is enough to get rid of them.
For instance, let me tell you what I did in a small town.—I think
its name was Cholmecz. )

“When I was en route here, it was wintertime, and all the fine
French and German armies in Russia were dropping like straw
because of the great cold. Travelers had to stop for the night very
early. Now there was this Jew from Zhitomir traveling with me,
his name was Lippe—after I tell you this story, remind me to tell
you about Lippe Levit of Zhitomir and the false headband.:
Anyway, before we came to the inn at Cholmecz, | told Lippe:

«Listen, don't say anything. I want to show these Jews how
easy it is to make fools of them. Just promise me not to utter a

word for two whole hours.’

“Lippe didn’t know what I was planning,
not to utter a single word for two hours.

“When we entered the main room of the inn, they were just
lighting a candle. I quickly put on my robe and my sable hat and
stood at the wall to say my evening prayers. I started doing what .
Hassidic rebbes do—1I clapped and moaned and groaned all
through my prayers, and let out all sorts of weird sounds and

weird pious noises:
« 'Oh, Father, oh Father, ooh, aah, ech, dear Father,

my!’

“By the time I finished, a dozen Jews were alrcady standing
around me. They held out their hands and twisted their faces:
‘Sholom Aleichem.’ 1 replied: ‘Aleichem Sholom.’ With a crazy
Hassidic grimace. Then I walked over to the table and sat down
at the head, and poured out some Hassidic Cabala and Torah—.
their chatterbox Torah comes off the cuff, and off the collar.
And I kept throwing in a ‘bim-baml’ or two. And: ‘Dearest’

Father.! And an Aramaic phrase or two and ‘ha-pa, bim-|
bam!... It went flowingly. The room filled up. It got so !
crowded you could hardly breathe. They licked their fingers over
my teachings. I carried on about the Ten Spherot, the Auributes,
I spouted things from the Zohar, 1 bragged and boasted about
myseilf. _

“ ‘How beautiful! A delight! A wonder! A sheer miracle!’ said
those who understood anything. The others, who either didn’t|
hear or didn't grasp a single word, thought I could hear their:
whispers: ;

“ ‘A great rebbel’

“ ‘A saint!’

“ ‘A wondrous man/’

“ ‘How learned he is in the Torah!’

“ *The Divine Radiance illuminates him!’

but he did promise

oh me, oh:
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“If—l—h_éd“k::'i)mt"bﬁ_éha;t'tering for another half hour '\;r-ith_n;
false faces, people would have started bringing me money.

Women with blind girls were already jamming around me. Then -

Lippe, that gross fellow, burst into guffaws:

**You idiots! He's making fools of you. You know who this is?

¥

“They might not have believed him, but I blurted out:

“ ‘Look how easy it is to fool you. There wasn't one true word
in the whole Hassidic Cabala that 1 was spouting here. I really
pulled the wool over your eyes. And that’s how rebbes trick you
all the time. The rebbe praises himself, and you believe him. He
lies, and you give him money for his lies. Now let me tell you the
truth. King Solomon wrote in Proverbs: “The gullible man
believeth every word.” The great sage did not say that about a
fool, for a fool does not believe everything. In fact, we Jews have
asaying: “A fool is hard to fool.” Solomon’s proverb refers to the
man who falls for anything. You, my brethren in Russian Poland,
you're nobody's fools. And only a fool would mistake you for

fools. But what are you? You're credulous, you're gullible, you're.

easily taken in. ...

“What do you think, gentlemen? Several people in that big
crowd took me aside and thanked me for my performance and
for my last words:

“ *You've done a good deed and you've done a lot of people a,
big favor in many ways. Nowadays 5o many young men are being)|
recruited by the Lubavitcher Hassids. Your joke will pull the rug!
out from under the recruiter’s feet.’

“Understand me correctly, gentlemen. You have to fight fire’
with fire, you have to use their own weapons against them, their|
pointless, uneducated biblical nonsense, their false laughter, their
twisted grimaces. You have to ridicule them so that simple people
will laugh at them in the streets. That’s the only way to destroy
their prestige. Furthermore, we have to ask the Tsar to issue a
ukase compelling all Jews to learn how to read and write. If Jews,

read the excellent works by modern young Russian authors, we'd" .

have a whole different life. Jews would drive out the Hassids and:
their rebbes with sticks. God willing, I hope that happens within.
fifty years throughout Russian Poland, with consolations and
salvations for Jews in all the shtetls.” _ o
No one enjoyed Oxman’s story or laughed as much as Mikhel:
did. ) ‘
Gershon Margosin wouldn’t pass up the chance. He said:
“We won't leave you, Oxman, until you tell us about Lippe,
Levit, because I know that man. He's a broker, a bad egg. Hf:w [
did you ever meet him? How can you travel with someone like/

that. I'd really like to know!”
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XVI

It was already late at night. The next morning,

Oxman would have to make sure that all the food supplies
reached the hospital kitchens so that the staff’ would be able to
cook for the sick soldiers. It was therefore agreed that the
company would get together in a week at Gershon Margosin's
home, and there Oxman would tell the story about Lippe Levit
and the false headband.

Exactly seven days later, in the evening, Mikhel reminded
Qxman that it was time to go to Margosin.

“Yes, you're right. I did promise. Come. along with me,
Mikhel.”

The two of them arrived at Margosin's home, where they

found the entire group of contractors all waiting to hear Oxman's
story. They begged him to start right away.

Oxman asked:

“How do you know the story is worth hearing? Why are you so
anxious for me to tell it on the spot? My dear colleagues, don't
you realize 4 man is not always prepared to tell a story, especially
if it’s treated as an obligation.”

Gershon Margosin replied:

“My dear Oxman, you, in turn, don't realize that 1 heard
something about this matter in Kalisz when our Tsar had a
conference there with the King of Prussia. I've got my audience
on tenterhooks with what I've told them so far. But we all realize
that the main part is missing. That's why we're all pleading with
you to tell us the whole thing, exactly as it happened.”

“If that's the case,” said Oxman, “I'll have to tell you, especially
for your sake, Mr. Margosin, since you asked me how I ever came
to travel with a bad egg like Lippe Levit, the broker of Zhitomir.
This is what happened.”

OXMAN'S STORY

[t began during the great cold waves in the winter of
1812-1813, which seemed to come almost deliberately in honor of
the French.

On the Christian New Year, I arrived in Czernigov, intending
to continue to army headquarters. If you remember the story of
Wise Hans, his saying was: “When do all contractors get to-
gether? In hell and at military headquarters.” All the suppliers
were going to headquarters for business, and so I went too. But it
was very dangerous traveling in that terrible weather, and so I
had to stay a while in Czernigov until it got a bit less cold. Besides,
there was no way of knowing where the headquarters were
because Tsar Alexander, Field Marshal Kutuzov, and the, entire
army never lingered anywhere. They kept marching and march-
ing lowards Germany, to drive Napoleon and the remnants of his
army ail the way across Germany's borders. And so [ stayed on in
the Lithuanian town of Czernigov.

There was only one house in town where Jews could stay, it
belonged to a man named Aizl, and he took in lodgers. So I drove

over.
How awful I felt upon arriving when I saw that Aizl had only
one room, and fifteen guests were lying in it. They all slept on the
floor like cows in a barn. I asked Aizl's wife, a filthy woman,
whether she couldn'’t give me a private room.

“We ain’ got none. We did have one, but it's taken by Mr.
Lippe, the big contractor.”

She said that to me right by the door to the room. Lippe
opened the door when he heard me say: .

“My name is Oxman, I'll have to find a private room some-

where else,”
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share my room with-Mr. Oxman. Do come in. I've got this whole
room to myself. It'll be fine with me, that’s the kind of tenant I'd
like.”

I'd never heard of him, I didn’t know who the great contractor
Lippe was. I had never even heard his name. But he knew me
and he was doing me a big favor.

Lippe's servant ran to get my bed linen and my belongings. [
found myself in a large, clean room, very warm and well lit.

There was a samovar standing on the table and a chest with
plates and a tea service. The old-time Russian contractors never
traveled without the three S's: a servant, a suitcase, and a
samovar. I thought to myself: Lippe must really be an old-time
contractor. I felt good coming in from the cold. Hot tea with a
bottle of rum: I could soon warm up, couldn't I?

I saw that a shopkeeper had brought over a large cone of
sugar, plus two more bottles of rum and a pound of tea. He held
a written bill in his hand and probably wanted to be paid. Lippe
told him:

“Come back tomorrow.”

As we drank our tea, Lippe said to me:

“You don't know me because you're still very young. I knew
both your father and your mother” (Lippe mentioned them by
name) “and they knew me very well. Your mother is no longer
with us, and your father lives in Uman, isn't that so?"”

Even though I didn’t know him, these various indications made
me believe that Lippe was truly one of the old-time big con-
tractors with the three §'.

The two of us ate in Lippe’s warm, clean room, where 1 spent |
the entire day. As did Lippe. He said he had been held up by the
great cold waves. He had important business, in partnership with
a man named Leyzer Dilon of Nezvizh. Dilon had remained at
the headquarters, but Lippe had had to come here for a few days.
He was going to wait until the cold weather got a bit less severe.
He had his transportation. A sleigh, with three horses eating oats *
and ready to speed off. As night came, Lippe asked me if I'd like
to go to the bath with him.

“T'd be glad to,” I replied. Especially since Aizl, the landlord,
came in and respectfully announced:

“The bath is ready, they say.”

So the landlord, Lippe, and I went out. The bathhouse was
only a few streets away. It was dark inside, an awful place to
undress, but I was already there, so I had to take my clothes off.
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All at once, in the dark bathhouse, I was terrified to see—you
probably won't believe me, just as I couldn’t believe my own eyes:
Russians, male and female, stark-naked, were bathing together,’
right there in the bathhouse. . ..

I ran away and pulled on my clothes, then I dashed back to the

room.
There were Jews from Berditchev there, and I angrily asked-

them:
“What's this business anyway? Men bathing together with

women!”

“Yes, that's the way it is here. We're used to it already,” the
guests answered.

“Used to it?! A fine thing! It's disgusting!” I snapped, and:
stormed into my room.

There I saw that my bed linen and my belongings were
scattered about. I asked the servant:

“Who threw my things around?”

The servant replied:
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“My master, Mr. Levit, told me to take out a shirt and trousers
and a pair of stockings with a few other things and bring them to
the bathhouse, and 1 gave them to him there, You didn't see me
because it was so dark.”

Now it can happen that @ man may run out of clean linen and
be forced to borrow from someone else. But why hadn't Mr.
Lippe asked me? That was one thing. Then 1 began peering
around carefully. All I could see in the large room was the
suitcase, the large cone of sugar, and the bottles of rum. There
was absolutely nothing else. Lippe’s coat also served him as his
dressing gown. Even the bed was nothing but straw. It had a
Russizn featherbed, new and white, and a filthy pillow from the
landlady, with Russian eagles embroidered on it The featherbed
must have been supplied by a local shopkeeper against the
promise of being paid tomorrow. The suitcase probably too, just
like the sugar and the rum.

I went to bed. I didn’t hear Lippe come home. When 1 got up
in the morning, people were drinking tea, and Lippe had gone
off sumewhere.

The landlord and his wife, together with the servant, came in
to ask me something. I won't bother imitating their Lithuanian
Yiddish and their gestures and grimaces, I'll just tell you
everything in our Yiddish. What did they ask me?

“Mr. Levit, the great contractor, has a headband with very
large pearls. He wants ten thousand rubles for it. I, Aizl, want to
buy the headband for my wife, and I'll give him three thousand
rubles in bank notes on. the spot. I want to pay the shopkeepers
three hundred rubles for what Mr. Levit owes them. Plus room
and board for him and his servant and his driver for four weeks,
plus hay and oats for his horse, and there’ll be a fifth week—that
makes another three hundred rubles. And I'll give him an 10U
for the rest, to be paid in six months. With such a big contractor,
it’s no problem waiting till I get the money, I've got a post station
with forty horses. ‘Things are a bit tough now, 1 can't give him
any cash. We saw that he paid you his respects and took you into
his room. So I'm asking you to get him to do us the favor. You'd
be doing a good deed.”

"The servant then said:
“Mr. Levit only hired me here, and I've alreacly lent him a

hundred rubles of my own money because he said it would only

be for a few clays. But now I have to send the money to my wife in
Kiev. I'll travel along with him, but I have to send something to
nty wife so she won't starve to death. He's giving me a big salary,
fifty rubles a month. But meanwhile, my wife needs money, she
does. If you can get him to sell the headband, he’d have enough
cash to pay me back my hundred rubles.”

“What about the horses?” I asked the servant.

“The horses belong to a drayman. He was hired by Mr. Levit.
‘The horses are eating oats at the drayman’s expense, and the
drayman is charging twenty-five rubles a week for waiting—and
sixty a week for driving. He's been waiting here three weeks
already. It's w0 cold to travel.”

I promised them I would talk to Mr. Levit about these matters.

If Lippe had a headband to sell for ten thousand rubles, he
must be a wealthy man. When the landlord and his wife said that
the headband with the big pearls was worth ten thousand rubles,
I assumed they had called in an expert or were experts them-
selves. There's an old saying: “Ten locks are better than one
impoverishment." If Lippe had something worth ten thousand
rubles, that is to say, one thousand ducats, then he had to be rich.
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Yet shopping on credit, borrowing a hundred rubles from his
servant—that was the way of the old-time contractors. We, the
new generation of contractors, hate that sort of thing, just as we
don'’t like to put on someone else’s shirt without asking. But one
point bothered me: Why was he carrying a headband around to
sell? I didn't understand at all, but perhaps I would find out
later. .

“Well, gentlemen?” Oxman asked his audience. “Did I calculate
properly?”

They all laughed and said:

“Gershon Margosin ruined it for us, we already know that it’s a
story about a false headband. But please go on and tell us the
rest.”

The cold abated somewhat, and things were looking better. We

could move on to the headquarters. So I asked Lippe:

“Are you traveling alone? If you allow me to accompany you,
I'll give you a hundred rubles to drop me off at the headquar-
ters.”

“No problem at alll” replied Lippe. “A hundred rubles is fine,
butI need them right away. If you like, give me the money now.”

I gave Lippe the hundred rubles and made out a Russian
receipt for the amount, stipulating that it was payment for his
taking me to the military headquarters. Lippe signed the receipt.

Handing him the money, I told him what the landlord and his
wife had said to me about the headband.

Lippe explained why he couldn’t sell the headband in Czer-
nigov under any circumstances.

“Imagine, 1 have such extensive dealings with my partner
Leyzer Dilon, and I need money right now because that scoun-
drel promised to send me a hundred thousand rubles here, and
he still hasn’t done it. I took along my wife’s headband because I
was afraid—and indeed I was right—that Dilon might not send
me the money, and this way, willing or not, I could at least sell the
headband to pay for my expenses until I reached the headquar-
ters. And you can see, Oxman, that so many Berditchev Jews
have come here to Czernigov, almost to spite me. Now how far is |
it from Zhitomir to Berditchev? Only a few miles, and soon all of |
Zhitomir will know that Lippe Levit has sold his wife's headband. .
My wife will be very upset, and I'll be extremely embarrassed.
That's why I don't want to sell the headband here under any
circumstances. Now you may wonder where I'll get the cash for
my expenses. Well, there’s something I can do.”

I listened in silence, believing everything he said.

Three days later, we made preparations to depart. I told Aizl
and his wife what Lippe had said to me.

The landlord and the landlady replied:
“Mr. Levit is right, the Berditchev Jews were already talking

about him. And if he sells his wife’s headband, the news would
soon get to Zhitomir.”

You're probably wondering what. Lippe wanted to do. Just wait
a bit. The landlord and his wife, together with Lippe, came to me

and asked me to set up a document. They told me what to write
and I wrote it:

“A Jewish document: Write, long may you live, that Lippe
Levit, Iong may he live, owes us fifteen hundred rubles, that is the
account,”

They calculated once again:
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“Five hundred rubles cash, five hundred rubles for the
shopkeepers, five hundred rubles for room and board—oh how
funny, I forget the overcoat, one hundred rubles for a new
overcoat. That makes sixteen hundred rubles, write it down.
With the condition that if Lippe Levit doesn't send us the money
from Nezvizh, then the headband becomes our property at that
price. Please write it down, long may you live.”

I wrote it all down and handed them the document.

“Wonderful, long may you live!” the landlord and his wife said
to me.

I assumed that Lippe was giving them the headband as
collateral. And you would all have assumed the same thing,
wouldn’t you?

[ was even more horror-struck than when I'd seen the naked
old Russian women, They were leaving the headband with Lippe,
long may he live. The document was enough. “A fine safeguard,”
I thought to myself.

Very early the next morning, we boarded the fine sleigh with
the three good horses and drove off to Neazvizh.

En route, Lippe spent money like water, which is what they
say about those spendthrifts, the old-time contractors. Lippe
also played cards if he found a willing group, even at an inn; he
would spend two days in a shtetl if there was a group of card-
pliyers.

We arrived in Nezvizh. Lippe asked me to come with him to

Leyzer Dilon’s wife to find out about his partner’s dealings. She

ought to know.
Leyzer Dilon, as 1 found out in Nezvizh, and Zundl Sonnen-

berg, a man from Grodno, had become deputies tor all the
Jewish communities to Tsar Alexander’s headquarters. (The
story of their experiences is something I'll tell you another time.

It's worth writing a whole book about them. And sooner or later,
it will be written.)

Lippe and 1 entered Leyzer Dilon’s home, and he said to
Dilon's wife:

“Have you received any letters from Leyzer? You should have
gotten money and letters from him long ago concerning our
partnership. The cold weather kept me in one town for several
wecks. My partner must have thought [ froze to death some-
where or other, perhaps he ook over my share, hahaha. . . . But
I'm alive, Lippe Levit is alive and has come to settle accounts.
Meanwhile, I need 2 few thousand rubles for expenses. . . .”

Leyzer Dilon’s wife had never seen Lippe or known anything
about him. She ordered her servant to bring in some coffee, as is
fitting and proper when such a rich woman has guests, especially
when one is her husband's partner. But she did not give him any
money.

“I'm only a woman,” she said. "I don’t meddle in my husband’s
business dealings. I have my own drapery business here, and [
take care of it myself. Please don't be offended, but I can't give
you any money on my husband’s account.”

Naturally, that was all we went away with. That is to say, coffee
and good words, but no money.

In my heart, I could and had to believe that Lippe was Dilon’s
partner, and the proof was that he had even told Dilon's wife the
very same thing.

But meanwhile, Lippe didn't have a kopek for further travel
expenses. I began feeling nervous, because my hundred rubles
were zlso spent.

The next day, Lippe came with 2 new driver named Zisl, a man
from Nezvizh. He was well off, and his wagon had four horses
Since the frost had let up quite a bit, said Lippe, he preferred
going on with a wagon rather than a sleigh.

Lippe hired Zisl the drayman for fifteen silver rubles a week in
cash, plus expenses for him and the horses. That would add up to
quite a bit for Lippe, but
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“The new drayman was to lend Lippe a thousand rubles in

| banknotes—but this involved something which had to be kept

secret, even from me, which was why I had to leave the room for
a couple of minutes.

However, I could peer between the boards of the wall and find
out the secret. The servant lit a candle, and Lippe, using the wax

{ drippings, sealed a piece of paper in which he had wrapped the

headband.

If it had remained a secret from me, then it would have made
no difference. But they called me back into the room to set up a
new document, a fine document.

“Write this down for me, long may you live,” the drayman said:
“Mr. Levit says that you can write better, so it makes no sense for
him (o go to so much trouble. After all, the document is my only
proof.”

So I acted as scribe for Lippe and Zisl the drayman.

Lippe dictated and I wrote out what he was to pay the man for
his services and the expenses for the horses and himself.
Everything on Lippe’s account. He also owed him the thousand
rubles cash, which he had to return as soon as they got to the
headquarters. By way of security, Zisl took a pearl headband,
sealed with Lippe’s seal (his name wasn’t on it, only the imprint of
a steel signet, the kind you buy in Russian shops, with an
engraved bird or something else). Zisl was to keep the headband
and return it unopened to Mr. Levit as soon as the debt was paid:
the salary, the expenses, and the loan of one thousand rubles
cash. The drayman kept one copy of the document and Lippe the
other copy.

Lippe now had money! He paid off the sleigh driver for both
of us, he returned the hundred rubles to his servant and gave
him his salary, but fired him for telling me that Lippe owed him
the money. And so off we drove in a fine wagon with four fine
horses.

I don’t ‘want to tell you what happened en route since it's
getting late. To make a long story short: Three days after Purim,
1813, we arrived in Kalisz, on the Prussian border. The town itself
was Polish, it belonged to the Duchy of Warsaw, which at that
lime was occupied by the Russian army. The Tsar had set up a
Russian governor, Count Polin, in Warsaw,

Zis] the drayman had a brother-in-law named Zalman Sakir in
Tsar Alexander’s headquarters. This man supplied everything
that was necessary for the Tsar’s kitchen. Naturally, as soon as the
horses were unhitched, Zis! went to see his brother-in-law.
Neither Lippe nor I knew where the drayman was going.

And now comes the real story. Just let me rest a bit. . . .

But everyone shouted:

“No, nol Don'’t leave us in suspense, just when it's getting
exciting. No, no, Oxman. You have to finish the story. Stop
torturing us. . . ."

So Oxman went on.

I asked Lippe whether he would go over to Leyzer Dilon right
away, because I myself wanted to look around a bit and see if I

could find any acquaintances among the commissioners or any
sort of business.

Lippe, as I noticed, was in no big hurry. He was nervous, a little

pensive. He dressed and went off.

I went off too and I did, in fact, run into people I knew, they
wanted to tzke me to the intendant general’s chief commissioner
Nevakhovitch, I spent something like an hour talking to them.
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“"All at once, Zisl the drayman came dashing up to me with a
tearful face, he pulled me into a street, weeping all the while:

“You've slaughtered me, me and my wife and kids, slaughtered
me....”

“What's wrong? What are you talking about?” I asked.

Zisl pulled the sealed paper out of his shirt and held it up to
me. Weeping, he blurted out:

“Look, just [ook. These ain’t real pearls. They're phony, they're
strung together to make them look like a headband . . . to cheat
people. . ..”

Zisl tore off a few of the pearls and chewed them up.

“] went to my brother-in-law, Zalman Sakir,” Zisl whined, “you

know, he's a supplier for the Tsar's kitchen, but he wasn’t in his

room. He only came back half an hour later and he was laughing,
he told me about a man named Lippe Levit, who went to see
Leyzer Dilon, but Dilon wouldn’t even shake his hand, he gave
him two hard slaps with his right hand—two hard slaps. And he
screamed furiously: *You thief! They kicked you out of the
Moscow headquarters because you tried to rob Tikhonov the
paymaster! You dog! You dared to tell my wife in Nezvizh that
we're partners!? My wife wrote me a letter. You scoundrel, you
thief! Tikhonov is here. I'm going to tell him that his broker, who
tried to rob him, is back again! Hey, Cossacks!’ Since he’s a
deputy for the Jewish communities, he and Zundl Sonnenberg
got two Cossacks to accompany them at all times. When he
screamed: ‘Cossacks, tie up the thiefl’ they nearly did tie him up.
But Lippe was too smart for them, he ran away. That’s what my
brother-in-law told me and he laughed, he laughed when he told
it to me. And I told him that I brought that very same Mr. Lippe
here in my wagon and I told him about the thousand rubles I lent
him, but I said: ‘I've got collateral, a pear! headband.’ Zalnan
opened the paper it was wrapped in. Oh, God help me and my
wife and my poor little children! Zalman just laughed out loud:
‘Why, these aren’t pearls!” he said. 'This is an imitation, these are’
artificial pearls.” And to test them, he chewed one pearl. So we're
gonna wipe him and you out, the two of us, that's why I'm here.
Give me my money, you robbers! Why do you want to slaughter
me and my wife and kids!”

Can you imagine, gentlemen? I had a bitter taste in my mouth.
My blood ran cold.

I thought quickly. I was in terrible danger. For instance,

Zalman Sakir and his brother-in-law could go to General Ertel,
the police superintendent at army headquarters, and bring
charges against two Russian-Polish Jews, me and Lippe. They
could say that we had robbed the drayman of a thousand rubles
cash plus his salary and expenses, giving him a false headband
with false pearls as collateral. Before you could say Jack Robin-
son, Ertel, that cruel man, would clap me and Lippe in chains,
both of us, and send us home in chains to be tried. A fine
business for me! I was going to make a killing at army headquar-
ters!
“The listeners clicked their tongues: )
“[hat's right. It could have happcned._Wc‘ell. Oxman, what did
you do? Tell us. We can see that they .(lidlll pul you in chains.
You must have done something intelligent. You dicdn’t have a
thousand rubles in your pocket to give the drayman,” they all’
saidl.
“No, my friends,” replied Oxman. “I barely had enough to

cover my expenses. Only my wits helped me.”
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[ instantly asked the drayman:

“What do you want from me, you evil man? You know you're
Lippe’s drayman, and Lippe was my drayman. Look, I have
exactly the same kind of document from him as you do. It says
he's supposed to take me right up to the headquarters. But I
want to tell you something else—Lippe could argue just the
opposite about you, drayman; he could say that you stole his
headband with the real pearls and replaced it with a false
headband and false pearls. The proof is that you broke all his
seals. You know that he’s got a document just like yours. Zisl.
He'll tell you: ‘Scoundrel! Thief! You've stolen my headband,
and it's worth ten thousand rubles! . .."™

'The drayman stood there, dazed, thunderstruck.

“Tell me what I can do!” he started pleading.

“Well, since you're talking like a decent man, I'll give you some
good advice. You ought to save yourself from this great danger,
so that they won't think you're a thief. You can see for yourself
that Lippe could send you to Siberia for robbing him of ten
thousand rubles. You broke his seals, which is the same as
robbing his strongbox. But since 1 feel sorry for your wife and
children, I'll give you some advice. Go home to your horses and
wait in the stable while I go to my lodgings from another
direction, okay?” )

‘The drayman did as I said. I came to my lodgings and there [
found our Mr. Lippe in the worst state imaginable—may it
happen to all scoundrels!

He assumed ! didn’t know how Leyzer Dilon had received him,
and I didn't let on what I'd heard. I motioned to Zisl to follow
me. Pointing at him, I laughed and asked Lippe amiably:

wWhat does this scoundrel want anyway? At the very outset, he
wants you to give him money and he keeps saying: ‘My collateral!’
"The scoundrel has no manners! Come here, you! Make up your
mind! Mr. Lippe, just settle accounts with him, figure out how
much you owe him and give him an IOU for a couple of days.” I .
spoke more softly now to Lippe, but 1 let the drayman overhear
me: "And take back the collateral. Why should he hold on to it

now that we're at headquarters!”
Lippe was more than willing to take the false trinket off his

hands, and the drayman said:

“If that's what Mr. Lippe wants, long may he live, then I can
wait four more days. It's not worth it. If he says four days, then
that's all right. .. .”

1 quickly told him to summon the innkeeper so that he could
make out an IOU in German, as is customary in Kalisz.

Lippe made his reckoning and found that he owed the
drayman one thousand three hundred and eighty rubles. This
was converted into Prussian talers, and an IQU for four days was
set up. Our Lippe promptly signed. The German innkeeper and
another man signed as witnesses. I deliberately left the room to

avoid being present.
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Both Lippe and the drayman were delighted. Zisl felt as if an
angel were playing with him: Lippe was taking back his “crown
jewels” and not making any fuss about the appearance of the
package. All the seals were broken, but Lippe asked no questions,
he didn't even look. Knowing how much trouble he was in, he got
rid of the danger of going to Siberia: He grabbed the headband
and went over to the oven, where a fire was blazing, he placed the
sacrifice on the altar and burnt it to ashes.

And that, my friends, was how my wits got me out of a bad fix.
' Half an hour later, while Lippe was in his room, I packed up my
belongings and moved to a different street, where I lodged witha
Jew. When Lippe saw me packing my bags to bring them to a
wagon, he asked:

“What's this? Are you leaving?”

And now, as the saying goes, I poured out my bile gn him. I
gave him two powerful smacks and made it clear to him that I
knew all about Leyzer Dilon’s slaps and his reasons for the way he
received Lippe, and that I had found out about the false

headband that very day. I setded my own account with that
scoundrel and gave him what he deserved.

That same day, Lippe fled Kalisz on foot. Not because he was
worried bout his IQU, but because, as I was told, Leyzer Dilon
was looking for him with Cossacks. Lippe had probably heard
they were coming after him, and so, as the Polish Jews phrase it,
he “made feet.”

“Well,” said Oxman. “Now I've finished the story of the fulse
headband. So let me go home. I've got to get up early tomorrow
morning.”

“Good night, good night!” they saicl to one another, and they
all left after thanking Oxman for the [ong, fine, interesting story.

On the way back, Mikhel said to Oxman:

I understood the entire story, but a man like me doesn’t know
there are false pearls that look like real ones.”

Oxman laughed:

“Lippe Levit wouldn't get very far in your Nosuchville. ‘T'hat
was why he had to buy his false pearls in the boutiques of
Berditchev. That's where all the Polish aristocrats go shopping.
Here in Breslau the German women also buy false pearls and
wear them the way our peasant women wear beads. . . ."
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XVII

Since chapter sixteen was too long, chapter seventeen
will be very short.

Mikhel had a fine life in Oxman’s employ. He had good food
and a good salary. Furthermore, the merchants, whose goods he
bought for the hospital, always gave him presents—money, a
watch, a silk handkerchief. He also learned a little German and
he heard so many good things from Oxman and the people who
came to see Oxman or whom Oxman visited. Mikhel becamme
experienced in supplying hospitals. Everything succeeded for
him. But his luck didn't hold out. All at once, the commissioner
general issued a document ordering all the hospitalized soldiers
to be moved to the Duchy of Warsaw—to save the Tsar the
expense of hospitals. In Breslau, the ‘Tsar had to pay for them

himself. But in the Duchy of Warsaw, the ducal treasury would
bear the costs.

Oxman terminated his dealings and hac 10 go and find some
other kind of business at the military headquarters.

Mikhel didn't want 1o travel there and so he ook six weeks'
salary. Oxman also made him a gift of one hundred Prussian
talers for his loyalty., In a short time, Mikhel had earned more

bonus.
On the eighteenth of November, 1813, Mikhel took a stage-

coach together with a relative of Khlyebov's, who was being senl
from the headquarters to Kiev. Khlyebov had asked his relative 1o
take Mikhel back to his home for free.

If we take a quick look, Mikhel was very happy. Within a single
year, the former belfer, broker, the little Jew of Nosuchville, hac
become a mature, responsible, enlightened mn, he was dressed
like a lord, he had several thousand rubles and a fine watch witl a
watchchain. And even more: He knew a bit about the contracting
business. He had had his own experience in a hospital, and he
had heard and seen the dealings of other contractors. So he felt
wonderful as he traveled home.

Going by coach, Mikhel very quickly reached Zwohil across the
Russian border.

Khlyebov's relative went off to Kiev, and Mikhel continued

towards his destination.
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7

MEZHBEZH, ON THE SABBATH OF
HANUKKAH A210 DAY wIvavIyn

e Polih A few years ago, Lipinsky, a petty nobleman from a  “7%» 22 ¥oyoyow P9p & 18 ,p01g7 538 wbms §
the:e : IS' shtet'lh flc;lr Mohilov, came 1o a Russian town, where 92001 8 PR 15 1% [ynIpyaly 90 yoyboy g pr b
mercha;:i ?: :;:;Ll ;:tb:u:ﬁ:: knew qulalm[sky hl-om I;;unf. When the  oy7 viypys Bgn ogn . amo & e T80 PR KT 08 DEbY

ler ' rokers and all the others flocking around  nx gmppesd 1 vy v 5

;;%l?:kgo?,“ld calling him a count, the merchant furiously siap- W85 POR ?:R 1519 -';PD:‘I:* -';;-, Tg,;g”:.,:f;,,:f ;:;? J‘B;b
ish: ' S

N ) e “wPME IR DY ' s Y -
“What? I know Lipinsky very well in our home town, and he's 1 ¥2 & D M0 W WD W e om0
anything but a count, he's not even a count’s behind.” qawe

AT T DB UOWT IRYT TR P POt whvmo—

‘To which one of the aristocratic flatterers, an adjutant of
Lipinsky’s, replied in Polish: PORTIRLIN TP 11 BN AR PP 0% 15K MW PR W R

“Lord Lipinsky is a traveling count.” X B T
‘The merchant burst into roars of Lwghter and transtated the DYWL :
A . oy g B D:K"'?w BYEIRB" Y5 z
reply into Russian and Yiddish so that everyone could under- ! Y.g_’b_‘:g 2’1: 1;u;;n7;i;?;“ D'l;wm
stand: g ' M7 DPLIIEY IR DKM
wFRT 114IWITES oY YP0IED IRD

“Hahaha! Laugh, gentlemen! What a riot! Hahaha! This
gentleman says that at home Lipinsky is just a plain, ordinary T LXT PR WRIYIYI DN X LISVYIOMIN LT Mo T
nobleman, but when he travels, he's a count.” FOR TI2 WPT AMR DR WO AR DIIIWR WA Juibap
TDUIRS 1o

They all roared.
WT OHAVYD EORRYR R OUMaT LboRY RITRIRD —

This little anecdote about Lipinsky will help us understand
what we are now going to read about Mezhbezh. CTPPORID ¥ DT YT PR PR OPDI1DY T 1Y LLANT WOIBIRTLY

Mezhbezh is an old Jewish town in Poland. It has long been @ 15mx 0w 997 15 DYWLWS W IR W P10} MNMSOTIR
commercial town. Many great businessmen, wholesalers in all | QRUWIIN B THA W B
kinds of goods and products, great magnates, financiers, and ’ i \ ¥ DN A
bankers can be found in Mezhbezh. It is also & town qguite fuli of :"185 9 BYN PoOPEY D - LONPYX T jaNT YRR
‘Talmudic scholars: several great scholars as well as burghers who P YT 1S Yonwyn oyap oyt TNt
can study the holy texts. I_;‘”W:"_’W” BRUY 9P NS Ay aymam pyn e ogn poow
However, Mezhbezh was also the first breeding ground of the RIRSYVIIBER PR AOFOV YOOI JUOR 1§ PR WIYIVIYD
Hassidic plague in Poland some fifty years ago. For that was BEVTITIT ¥ TyMYI VIgawiye PR 1§ A7 DB 4TYaR SYp0
where Rabbi Israel Baal Shem ‘Tov, the founder of Hassiclism, T0 T [pIT88 22755 15 0yp angumi .2 amo yoria »8
once lived—he was the first Hassidic wonder-worker, miracle- 198 B8R 023521 Y0103 IR 1IR0IRPRYYS 11K 0°°0Y YO .nn
maker, almost like Mohammed among the Arabs and ‘Turks, yopboy oy b B 915 bynd LELY R .UIVIVIYE PR YNEM
except that Mohammed was also a great warrior. Stll, the better ' 339yY 2aypys 1287 OV LQPLEIYHED DX DYTMY Yo
1 half of" Mohammed’s bou-k.‘ the Koran, 1s .full ‘(')i' Hass_iclic M YNYS VOYILENT YUYW VT NT PR UIATIYD woRs
: chattering, what the Hassidic rebl.x':s c‘all l'o‘ruh ) (leun}{ng. aWYPNS YT PR MYPR WD LYMIRLEIRS T LRI PMYTOn
] wisdom). But even though the Baal Shem ‘Tov came from by vxaps .02 w7 LI 8T VRT VIvavTs PR AT
! Mezhbezh and lived in Mezhbezh, you won't find the slightest | pav-y g
: - - f . SRS L RBMToYR WINPT L037hYR wePon ey 9T .ow
trace of Hassidism there today, in 1813, unlike other towns, which |
are crawling with Hassidism |D¥T 983) JpID °T 23 K DIFIXI 7 23 LIAYTED "M LIL3
' [99aR MR ARnbRTIAN WONT K VIR 13T PR DYRRIRD

; It would appear that the same could be said about the Baal o - X ?
Shem Tov as about Lipinsky. He was not taken very seriously in | B YN B B LEYYR YUOYTI 0T PR AP B0 P
Mezhbezh. But throughout Poland, the liule brokers and all the 'yt wogy — (mn. 157 009 ywrron ogn 08T — w7
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hat is per tinent to our story, however, is the fact that a k i SPDR O 155 BYDS DY 1 DYDY YR PP —
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He would do
better to jump on the Hassidic bandwagon and officiate at
Hassidic Sabbath meals, with obscure sayings and bogus Cabala
and secret doctrines—which went trippingly off the tongue and
for which he could rake in a lot of fees. A man could earn 2 much
better living that way. You can get a thousand rubles in just one
hour from the donors. And every day, there are more and more
donors.

But back to the anecdote. At home in the shietl, like the petty
nobleman Lipinsky, he couldn't be more than a petty rabbi. The
trick was to become a traveling count! So the little rabbi went off
to Jussi, Moldavia. There, in a city of ignorant fools, a city of Jews
who were almost as stupid as the peasants, the Hassidic plague
was only just starting to creep in. And there the little rabbi
became a Great Rabbi, a great tsaddik and wonder-worker, a
great Hassidic Rebbe. The Jews in Moldavia, those ignorant fools,
are great mayvens in all these things. Actually, whatever they
know about the Cabala and about fees for the rebbes stems
from Moses Maimonides' tome on the Jewish calendar. Hassids,
the Hassids of Moldavia, praised the great tsaddik to the
skies twenty-four hours a day, and he began raking in piles of
money.

Now this Great Rabbi, this rebbe, knew very well that he didn't
know a thing. He reflected that the other rebbe was the Baal
Shem Tov's grandson, after all, and didn’t live among the
Moldavian ignoramuses, and yet they praised him to the skies. So
that man simply must know something. Now if the rebbe wanted
to go to Mezhbezh, he needn’t take along any travel money. After
all, there were Jews living along the way, and they would donate

money on all sides. Well, so off he went with pomp and
circumstance, in a carriage drawn by four horses. And Hassidic

paupers followed in small covered wagons. They didn't have a |
DAIANE TR M TYD DRT P73 1avl ayn 75NN LDIREIT
|

kopek, but all along the road, Jews gave them alms since they
were with the tsaddik.

The *“traveling count” with all his camp followers arrived in’

Mezhbezh and went to the home of the rebbe there.

“The Great Rabbi himself has come to Rabbi Borukh!” The
news spread to all the Hassids in Poland.

Anyone who knew Rabbi Borukh realized that this visit must
gladden his heart. Rabbi Borukh was a proud and haughty man,
and he also had a sharp tongue. (Like a man who was called a
“strong face”; he failed to understand that this was a literal
rendering of a Hebrew expression meaning “arrogant.”) Once,
Rabbi Borukh said to the Rebbe of Shpole, who was known as the
“Grandfather of Shpole”: “Why do people call you ‘Grand-
father’? They ought to call you ‘Grandmother'!” He always ran
other rebbes into the ground just so that Hassids would acclaim

him as the greatest rebbe and ignore all the other wonder-

workers. The Grandfather of Shpole gave him an answer that
was smarter-than the stupid and arrogant question:

“The only thing you have to show for yourself is your
grandfather.” By whom he meant the Baal Shem Tov.

And now his pride was fed by the visit of the great rebbe, who
was coming to him from so far away, all the way from Jassi, which
meant that he, Rabbi Borukh, was the greatest rebbe of them all.

We can easily imagine what the Rebbe of Jassi (people had
started calling him that) got out of his visit in Mezhbezh: “You
know nothing, and I know nothing—except how to lie and make
money. Those things are useful, and 1 can waggle my tongue and
wiggle my hands, which is something that both of us know how to
do.” :

When Rabbi Borukh died about six months later, the Rebbe of
Jassi realized he could grab the dead man’s place in Mezhbezh
because he knew everything that Rabbi Borukh had known.

So in 1813 he moved to Mezhbezh, where he made more
money than in Jassi. There they compute in Turkish ducats (so-
called lyeves, each lyeve being worth half a ruble) and in rubles.

The reader should also know that at Rosh Hashanah a rebbe
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has many guests from other towns. The Sabbath of Hanukkah
comes soon after Rosh Hashanah, and there are few visitors
except for tenant farmers who have to discuss their leases with
the landowners before the Christian New Year. One landowner
wants to raise the rent, another wants a new tenant. So the
Hassidic farmers go and consult the rebbe about these and other
crucial matters. A woman and her son-in-law ask the rebbe to
settle some conflict between them, or a tenant farmer arranges a
match with a follower of the rebbe—none of these problems
can be resolved without the rebbe, ‘These guests come on the Sab-
bath of Hanukkah. But the rebbe certainly loses no money enter-
taining. On the contrary, he earns rubles on these occasions
too.

On the Sabbath of Hanukkah, who should come to the Rebbe
of Mezhbezh but Dovid Smik and his wife Braine-Dobrish and
their son-in-law Zainvil. The three of them had donated two
hundred rubles on the eve of Sabbath because they wanted
Zainvil to remarry after all. He was a young man, and Tevye
Bilenkis was offering him a match, Gabriel Gittels’ daughter.
Gabriel Gittels and Tevye Bilenkis were visiting the tsaddik to see
whether Gabriel Gittels should allow his daughter to marry
Zainvil and spend the rest of her days in that family so that
Zainvil's son and their future children would think that she
was Zainvil's first wife Beyltse. Gabriel Gittels had to promise the
rebbe that he would never say: “I want my daughter and my son-
in-law with me in Nosuchville.”

It worked. The rebbe told Gabriel Gittels to make his promise,
but he also wanted Dovid Smik to promise (otherwise no one
would have paid any attention to that silent man, and Braine-
Dobrish couldn’t promise anything because, for goodnesh’ shake,
she was a woman—Lord help us) that the children to come would
share the inheritance equally with Beyltse’s son. Dovid Smik
promised. And the documents were accordingly drawn up.
Gabriel Gittels gave the rebbe fifty rubles, and Velvele the Expert
got a gold ducat for writing out the documents.

Another couple from Nosuchville came to see the rebbe: Aaron-

the Beadle and his wife Sarah. You see, after Beyltse’s death, as
you recall, Sarah had attacked Zainvil (who was the grandson of
the Preacher of Ostro, after all) and Aaron had helped her.

over town. And so, during Sukkoth, the community elders had a
meeting and decided to fire Aaron. Even though Aaron and his
wife drove out to Nimyevke and made up with Zainvil, the elders
nevertheless threw Aaron out of the beadle’s apartment and
planned to take Shloyme Beshekhes, the poor heder teacher,
instead. ‘The only thing that Aaron and Sarah could do was go o
Mezhbezh on the Sabbath of Hanukkah, especially since Tevye
Bilenkis, the community elder, had also gone there. ‘They wanted
to ask the tsaddik to make ‘Tevye rehire his bes-medresh beadle.

Now Aaron wouldn't have gotten anywhere, because Bilenkis
not only told the tsaddik what Sarah had screamed about him in
the streets of Nosuchville, but he also added a few insults. Luckily
for Aaron and Sarah, Zainvil was also there, and he asked the
rebbe to help the beadle. Tevye had to go along with Zainvil
because he wanted to get his large matchmaking fee from him.

It worked. The tsaddik said: “Aaron regrets what he has done.
Besides, the Good Lord has punished Sarah, her daughter has
vanished.” (Oh, that was earlier, you say? Well, in such cases, our
Hassidim speak of the “rebbe’s eye"!) He told Tevye to rehire
Aaron, and Tevye agreed. Aaron was beadle again, but the
community elders mustn't go thirsty, so Aaron would have to
treat them to a pail of mead when he got home.

On the eve of the Sabbath of Hanukkah, Aaron and Sarah

were overjoyed by Tevye's promise, but they remained in
Mezhbezh for the Sabbath. They would go home on Sunday, God
willing, and head straight back to their apartment in the bes-

medresh as before.
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A few tenant farmers, who had been asked for large raises by

the landowners, were too done on Friday and they paid the rebbe
their fees. They also slipped a few rubles to the scribe, Velvele the
Expert, and he wrote the farmer’s name and his mother’s name
on a kvitl, the slip you hand a Hassidic rebbe—you only write the
mother’s name, not the father’s. The scribe added the land-
owner's name and the landowner’s mother’s name. Thus, the
farmers were assured that everything would turn out all right,
the landowner would change into an utterly different person.
Only a single shopkeeper and his wife arrived in Mezhbezh very
late on Friday; the Sabbath begins at sundown, and so they had to
stay over till the next night, since Jews are not allowed to travel on
the Sabbath. Then, a dear guest came for the Sabbath, an
emissary from the Holy Land, collecting money for a worthy
cause. His name was Fishl and he had an assistant. Fishl stayed in
the rebbe’s home. He had important references from Avrom
Kalisker, a Hassidic rebbe in Palestine, who explained that Fishl
was a marvelous man, greatly admired by Rabbi Avrom Kalisker,
and hence an excellent emissary for the Holy Land.

This emissary, a small, dark, pock-marked Jew in his fifties,
very fat, with a long, thick, tangled beard, two short, thin
carlocks, and a white skullcap peering out from under a white
kerchief that was wrapped around his head like a turban, wore a
long robe sewn in the Turkish fashion, with many small decora-
tive buttons and a wide blue woolen belt. On his feet, he had
yellow Turkish slippers and stockings that were also of yellow
leather. His voice sounded like the noise made by rubbing a sack
of walnuts. The Holy Land emissary spoke the Holy Tongue, but
it wasn't our sort of Hebrew, the vowels were utterly different.
Which is why he sounded so peculiar when he was called up to
read the Torah in synagogue, where he asked for blessings: first
on Rabbi Avrom Kalisker, then on the local tsaddik, and finally
on other rebbes, whom the worshipers all knew.

The emissary’s assistant, a very handsome boy of about twenty,
also wore semi-Turkish garb, though he came from Poland.

At the Sabbath dinner, the Holy Land emissary sat right next
to the rebbe. His chair was almost at the head of the table, facing
the wall, but his gaze was riveted on the rebbe. The same thing
happened at the meal ushering out the Sabbath. Making pious
grimaces, he hung on the tsaddik’s every word. Perhaps because
he didn’t understand the rebbe’s teachings, which were ex-
pounded in our Yiddish, the emissary sat there with a gaping
mouth so that the words of wisdom might fly in.

A great company was present at this meal. Adding up the
numerical value of the Hebrew letters in HANUKKAH and |
connecting the various syllables with various other words and |
with still further words and Biblical verses, and vice versa, the
rebbe proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that this holiday and

holy day was both holy and a day and wholly a holiday, and_ that
the Jews were wholly holy for holding such a wholly holy holiday.
And Hanukkah was eight days long because Jews always ate on
Hanukkah, and therefore it was wholly holy for Jews to €at on
this wholly holy holiday, and on all wholly holy days of this wholly
holy holiday and holy day. .
These sublime cabalistic doctrines and these obscure teachings
were accompanied by Jewish sighs and moaus. For such an
audience, the less you understand, the more sublime the teach-
ings.
f":‘gheer delight!” said the rebbe’s followers.
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XIX

Mezhbezh was truly a large town. Mezhbezh had a
madman, not a native, but he'd been there for three years, so he
was known as the Madman of Mezhbezh: People called him
Obadiah the Madman. How he ever got here in the first place—
nobody knew. He never spoke to anyone and kept to himself all
day in some vacant house. But as soon as night fell, he ran
around with a long stick and a broken pail, shouting:

“I, Qbadiah, shout: Watch out for fire! Save yourselves!”

Suddenly, he would dash into a house, screaming and snuffing
all the candles. And he even threw water on the fire in the stove.
He worked so fast, in an instant. No sooner did the people look
around than wow!, he was done and gone, like lightning.
Sometimes, if he spotted a crust of bread on a table or stove, he
grabbed it. He probably lived on these chance finds. In both
winter and summer, he wore a fur coat with a piece of rope as a
belt, a fur cap with lappets on his head, and old, worn-out shoes
on his feet. Such were his clothes. The clothes he always ran
around in. Pious wives, feeling sorry for him, would grab
Obadiah the Madman, yank him indoors, and put a new shirt on
him or a pair of new shoes. He would remain silent as they
dressed him, never replying to all the things they said to him, and
then off he scurried, shouting:

“I, Obadiah, shout: Watch out for fire! Save yourselves!”

-

Obadiah would do the same thing on Friday evening, he would
dash into a home, put out the Sabbath candles, and grab a few
handfuls of challah, shouting all the while: “Watch out for firel

.Save yourselves!” And then scurry off. That was why Jews drew
Ithe chains on their front doors every Friday evening: “Here
comes Obadiah!”

In the rebbe’s house, however, there was no chain on the door
because out-of-town guests went in and out. So one man was
usually stationed outside to keep Obadiah the Madman at bay.
But it didn’t always work. Obadiah might suddenly dash into the
house and snuff all the Sabbath candles. 'The Hassidim remained
in the dark until someone brought an old peasant woman to light
the candles again, since Jews cannot perform any work on the
Sabbath. There was a standing joke in town: If someone
accidentally put out a candle, someone else would say: “Ahal
You're Obadiah the Madman!”

Hassidim in Mezhbezh and elsewhere kept talking so much
about Obadiah the Madman because the tsaddik had explained
that Obadiah was the reincarnation of a great Rationalist of long
ago, whose Rationalism had driven him to burn up a copy of the
holy Zohar. His divine punishment was to return to earth as
Obadiah the Madman. And that was why he ran around, snuffing
all the candles. Some of the rebbe’s intimates whispered that the
rebbe had actually confided in them what Obadiah’s name had
really been, who the soul was, what great Rationalist the soul had
belonged to. The name was murmured only in secret (it was an
open secret, but when Hassidim whisper something and make a
mysterious gesture and scratch their heads: “Why bother saying it
aloud?"-—that’s what Hassidim call a secret). They said it was the
soul of Yankev Emdin. That’s what Hassidim call a miracle.
Because for the gullible, everything that the rebbe says is ‘Truth.
If the rebbe says that he heard what the feather duster told the
broom last night, they take it for sheer gospel. They may be
smart, very smart, but they give in to this fancy, which turns their

minds upside down. And it all makes sense to them; in fact,
anybody who doesn't believe it is crazy or evil, a heretic.

In Mezhbezh, there was an aguneh (an abandoned wile),
named Pini, who kept a stand in the marketplace. She sold boiled
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honey puffs (perhaps they have a different name in other towns);
and in summer, boiled corn on the cob, egg cakes (you don't have
to wash yourself for that), and poppy-seed cakes. Anything you
needed just to nosh on, you could get from Pini. Her nickname
was “Pini the Agunah” or simply “The Agunah.” If neighbors in
the marketplace got into a fight with her, they would yell:
“Foreigner!” at her because she was born in Berditchev. She had
come to Mezhbezh some eighteen years ago, saying she was
looking for her runaway husband, and then she stayed on
because it was already winter. Evil tongues whispered that Pini
didn’t actually have a husband, she had remained an old maid
against her will.

But Pini was really a decent, virtuous woman in her late forties.
She tilted her head to one side and worked very hard. She plied
her trade summer and winter. And she never asked anyone fora
handout, God forbid; on the contrary, she had given money for
the weddings of orphans and bought winter fur coats for poor
boys. Her little house was in a back street. “When you're alone,
your soul is pure,” she used to say. That was why she never took
in any lodgers. As God gives, if she had anything, she ate; if not,
if sales were bad, then a dry crust of bread was enough. When she
left for the marketplace in the morning, with her trough of
goodies, she would lock up her little house. And when she came
home at night, she would heat the stove and do all the cooking
for the ‘next day. Sometimes an acquaintance would buy her a
piece of meat at the butcher’s or some innards.

If anyone went about collecting alms in town, he knew that Pini
the Agunah would never refuse to drop a few kopeks, and
sometimes even more, into the alms box.

Pini’s almonds were praised even by the young Polish lords.
Pini was famous for them in Mezhbezh. She was known in every
corner of town. -

Now, there’s one person whose name we only mentioned in
passing: Velvele the Expert. You ought to know that Velvele was
about forty years old, he was tall, handsome, and he had a red
beard and red earlocks. From the way he looked today, you could
tell that he must have once been a very attractive young man.

And there was a good reason why he was nicknamed Velvele the
Expert: He was a fine student of the holy texts and he could read
and write very well. He could also do arithmetic. Furthermore, he
could pray beautifully at the lectern and blow a shofer (ram’s
horn) better than anyone else at Rosh Hashanah, he was
renowned far and wide for this talent. Velvele was also a
connoisseur of jewelry. The rebbe’s grandsons and their wives
dealt in pearls and headbands, and they would always ask
Velvele's opinion. They relied completely on his appraisals. In
this way, Velvele would sometimes earn himself a fee. He was also
a marriage broker. And when the rebbe’s scribe, Leybele Hodes,
had no time, Velvele would come over and earn money from the
guests by writing their names on kvitls, which were then inserted
in the rebbe’s prayer book. That was why Velvele was an intimate
of the rebbe’s, just about as close as anyone could be. Velvele was
born in Constantine, but he lived in Mezhbezh with his third wife,
a native of the town.
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XX

THE EVENING OF THE SABBATH OF
HANUKKAH, AT THE HOME OF THE REBBE
OF MEZHBEZH

_After the rebbe had expounded his teachings at the
meal ushering out the Sabbath, after the closing ceremony, after
the blessing of the Hanukkah candles, after the Hanukkah
candles had burnt out, they put the big menorah with the silver
dock plus two high silver candleholders with burning candles on
the table. The guests went home. After all, everyone had to bless
Ihgg own Hanukkah candles. Very few people remained with the
rebbe.

‘The rebbe sat at the head of the table. Next to him sat the Holy
Land emissary. Behind the table, by the wall, sat one of the
rebbe's sons, a young man. (For many years now, the rebbe’s wife
had been an invalid. Some people said she couldn't move her
y she’s never mentioned here. The puor
while the men lived in pleasure.) The

the alcove talking to the
friends of the rebbe,

arms or legs. That’s wh
woman lay in sorrow,
grandsons and their wives sat in
cmissary's assistant, Several Hassidim, close
were wandering about the main room.

In walked an old and simple Jew named Peysakh, who owned
an inn in Mezhbezh, He was accompanied by a very handsome
young man, dressed in fine, rich clothing, the very latest fashion,
an expensive coat with an attractive silk belt, and—a lively
touch—a black silk “kerchiel™ around his neck—that was the
humorous nickname for a cravat; boots with waxed points,
squeaking like crunchy snow when you walk through it; a fine
sable hat on his head; a very, very sparse beard and short, curly
earlocks; and a red silk handkerchief peering out of the side
pocket.

Peysakh walked over to the rebbe like a man in a hurry:

“Rebbe, this is Yekhiel the Contractor.” Then, softly, so that
not everyone could hear: “A very wealthy man.” Then out loud
again: “He's staying with me. Ha. How do you like my guests, ha?
They asked me to bring them here. Well, ha, that's why I'm an
innkeeper, ha? As you know, rebbe, 1 represent the kosher meat
tax, so | have to check out the butcher shops, ha, what do you say,
Rebbe, ha?” Then he laughed: “I'm leaving you, my honored
guest in good hands here, ha, I am, Mr. Yekhiel, ha? Good night

to you!”
And off he went.
During these words,
welcome. Then all the others,

the rebbe had already held out his hand in
even the Holy Land emissary,
shook hands with the wealthy newcomer, Yckhiel the Contractor.

Yekhiel didn’t wait to be asked to sit. He took a chair and sat
down next to the rebbe. Then he stood up again, removed a gold
ducat from a lovely pouch, and deposited it on the table in front
of the miracle-worker, saying:

“A gold ducat for a whole wee
golden.” He laughed: “And I want you to
I want to be a father.”

The rebbe also laughed:
“You probably know that old biblical saying:

a coin should be alone.””

k is a sign that the week will be
help me have children.

*It is not good that
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The older Hassids inmr..h_e_l-';)"oTn_, as well as a few more, who had

come in one by one, enjoyed the rebbe’s little joke, and they
pulled some Hassidic faces:

“Qooh! How marvelous! Oh what sheer delight!”

Yekhiel replied:

“I agree with the Good Lord. ‘It is not good that a man should
be alone.’ That's why I've come to Mezhbezh.” .

“I'm only joking," said the rebbe when he saw that no further
ducats was forthcoming. “Now tell me, dear friend, is your wite
here too?”

“Now, now,"” replied Yekhiel the Contractor. “If I had a wife, |
could have children without paying your fee. But I am a man
alone.”

The Hassidim standing around laughed:

“Hahaha! What an answer! What a nimble mind! What a
wonderful, miraculous answer!”

The rebbe asked:

“Tell me, dear friend, how can a Jew settle down without a
wife?”

“Settle down?” replied Yekhiel the Contractor. “I'm always on
my feet, I'm always on thie move because of my business dealings.
That's why I want to find a wife here in Mezhbezh, and right
away to boot. Yessirl”

The rebbe couldn't tell whether the young man was joking or
making fun of him. He couldn’t very well lose his temper—a gold
ducat was lying on the table. So he made up his mind and
assumed an earnest mien:

“Call over Velvele. He's a brilliant matchmaker. What a
marvelous man, he can arrange all kinds of marriages.”

One of the Hassidim dashed off; and three minutes later,
Velvele the Expert came in.

But Yekhiel hadn't even waited; he said to the rebbe:

“I don’t even need a matchmaker. What's the old saying?
‘Blessed are the hands that do their own taking.' "

Because of the Hassidim in the room, the rebbe would have
preferred to hit the roof. Yekhiel was talking to him with-no
respect whatsoever. That could destroy his prestige as a rebbe.
But the gold ducat was lying there. So he laughed and said:

“Rabbi X., long live the memory of that righteous man, used to

say to such jokesters: ‘*You are ... you are a marvelous per-
son. ..

The Hassids perked up their ears and peered at the contractor.
Yekhiel laughed:

“If one of you goes and summons Pini, I'll pay you for your
trouble. Tell her to come here immediately with Frumma.” He
turned to the rebbe. *I'll perform my miracle for you, right here,
in your home, without a marriage broker, and we'll have a
wedding that will please both God and man.”

A young boy, 2 Hassid, ran to get Pini.

Meanwhile, Velvele arrived. The Hassidim whispered to him.
While they were telling him about Yekhiel the Contractor—in
burst Obadiah the Madman, shouting: “Watch out for fire! Save
yourselves!”

At this point, the emissary’s assistant walked in from the alcove
with a candle in his hand.

Obadizh saw the young assistant and ground to a halt. He
didn’t snuff the candles, he didn't keep shouting. Instead, he
threw his arms around the assistant, laughing and crying, and
leaping joyfully:

“Yossele, my Yossele, oh my Yossele!”

"Then he fainted dead away.

“Father! Don't faint! Please. Have pity, don't faint, father,
please, have pity!”
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All the people in the room did their best to revive the Madman.
Velvele the Expert once again showed his expertise. He could
revive a person better than anyone else. He went to the kitchen
and got a pail of cold water, and he splashed and poured it on
Obadiah until he revived him.

_How sad and miserable all the Hassids felt, as did Velvele the
Eéxpert, and also the rebbe, when the emissary’s assistant told his
story:

“Three years ago, there was that huge fire in Shargorod, and it
spread to our home. Father was always studying at the bes-
medresh day and night. His nickname in Shargorod was QObadiah
the Pious. My mother, may she rest in peace, was a woman of
valor, she ran the tavern and the inn. She supported us. At
twilight, when the hay in the attic caught fire, my mother, may

she rest in peace, died amid the flames, in the vestibule, by the
gate. I was pulled out through a window and taken far away,
outside the town, where a lot of the people were stranded. My
poor father was so absorbed in his holy text that he was one of the
last to realize the town was burning. The next day they told me
that when he ran over and saw that our home had burnt down
and my mother was dead, he assumed that I, his only child, had
also perished. ‘The grief drove him mad and he ran away from
Shargorod. Until today, no one was able to track down Obadiah
the Pious. . . ." He hugged and kissed his silent, gaping father.
“Qh, father dear! Come home! Let's both go home. We still have
our lot. The landowner gave all the townsfolk free wood to
rebuild their houses. And you'll certainly be given wood. And the
rich Jews will give you money to live in Shargorod again. T hey
still know what sort of a man you are. And 1 have some money
too, not much, but enough to tide us over till we have 2 home
again. You'll come back with me, won't you, Father?”

Obadiah kissed him as he wept, wept as he kissed him, for
several minutes. Then, peering around, he said: “It’s winter.”

Yekhiel the Contractor took out a gold ducat and gave it to
Obadiah:

“Take this for now. And you, young man, come and see me.
I'm staying in Peysakh's place. I want to give you a coat and a
plain jacket for your father, so that he can go home with you. He
won't have to wander through the world anymore as a reincarna-
tion.”

Yekhiel had probably heard the Hassidim repeat what the
rebbe had said about Obadiah the Madman being the reincarna-

tion of a Rationalist.

635

DYDY 1R WY PR YA TPIDT 0N W0 yoR *7
AUNRD IR BT LT N3 W yoynhyn LUYDILYE PURbY
Oy JIVTIR DE YOI IR W OIIP YRR G2 8 PR WO
VT IR IYORY UORP O YRY IR TP T ND DOXYAYY BRI

JYRIENYT DO BT PR PTTIW MM JONAYA DR BRMIEDY

yhunbyn L ovTen YOR 0T NP KT TR W PR e
PR OYT ORI WT IR SRTAR TN BYT DR LSPIR 92 0y
APMETYT M JANITYNR BNA onwnttRra

You) ST TYMPX PR CTRIIRY PR K W 21T WS —
JURY YT LW IYTTIR ND 1ANAYAR NHMP 7 T vEa S
TORY OYT BIFYY3 901 anY WNTTHM PR TR OV IR
T I — CYDIE PT PTHY e STEIRNWY PR YR H
IE PR PIVY QIX DOUMCAWR T WA PR DGR Yy yo
OyTMa EYNS IR 12090 nPNH Jayaya 0I5 YT LR T SRBINK
LOw YT LSaRn 0T TR 5T T IWRNNAR T BRI YA
SDMAN TYD LA TR YN OV TYT DYRR TIENYA DIYIaIRS
UYN LPEYIPINR TR DT N NX PURIPE B OTMT wOROY
JODIVX LESLRBY 0 B T8I IYIDT DINT JLRDY YT Wyun v
WTOIR L INMYA CTMYS YR NS ybysw PR TPV JVRL 9T
JUIYY OYIR LHUIRE PIDY T LT W M LIP3 LROY
TIYRIR QYT R [YH BRI MR — NP R YEPYI PR W O
7 ,BIYIAIRD PR DWW YT VT VYT PR — UIRIYT g
TR TA TR TRT TR DIVRY Y LR DIV PR yogn
PYMIY PR T TIENYA Y1 W PR M3 DRnn NP DIYI2TR5
M LIAYNSIYT LIRPYA DY P»Yp DER ot TY STROINAORW 115
NR BITORT W — LJYRPYALTR PR PEME YT iy
a6 hayb-yuRy — TYLED PUTISER APTINYNY DYT wehp
J2°%aY3 PR PEYE WITIR JERIR YOI B 1PYM by .0MR
-Z0MK MK PORD J2VAVA DOMMIR pRbLRLw ¥OR LR aR v
9T IYM DYTIAL YT DR OPOEN 1393 ORI 1R DY T gy,
e STRTEAORY PR OIVINT BOYRT 17 Ay L0Om DR BHYL 1am
|, bo5 Bwe1 99258 7 DA TR agh bhYa D¥EY ST I8 Wayp
AR WD R TN I DI 0ED TORT D 2R X AN W
M UM BOIKS 1T IVDRD
U YIYOLY IYSYORY DY PR LIM B IR B TSy
W TT ORI W N AW LA I
AYLDBN PRD —
D) PR PTIYT DN E ONINBAYY PWURITRD W o
STy M YT
ABD TPAN AT MR VDL 1 IV IR IR CIOR R —
TFIEARET OYT M0 ‘7 23 IINUYDR TR W % 9P poyn
1B 7T TRYIS WT PR M r;:i Il s ”
g A2 1IWBTIWD yay: W
) JWAZEN
s s e
K WPMEIYT PN 0PIy
wTAINN R

ampunbp 1%




XXI

. Throughout the story of Obadiah, the rebbe never
stirred once. Perhaps he was confused because his lie was
cxpo-se‘d: This was no reincarnation, as he had told all the
Hassidim—and Velvele the Expert had heard it from his own
lips. Or perhaps because a man who likes to receive hates to give,
and in this case, people should have been reaching into their
pockets. The rebbe felt it was better to be off in the higher
spheres and peruse the kvitls lying before him on the table.

Velvele the Expert sensed that the rebbe would have liked
them to take Obadiah far, far away from there. And Velvele
realized he would thereby mount greatly in the rebbe’s esteem.
Which would be very useful to his livelihood. So Velvele said to
the emissary’s assistant and his father, Obadiah:

“Listen to me. It's not proper to stay here and trouble the
rebbe. Just come into the alcove with me and meet the rebbe’s
grandchildren. They're marvelous. They'll take care of you.”

And Velvele pulled the weak old man along, and Yossele
followed them. In a flash, the rebbe’s room was cleared again: No
Obadiah in sight; they were in the alcove. And whatever went on
in the alcove—nobody knew.

When Velvele returned, he looked at the rebbe, who was lost in
thought. Velvele could tell that the rebbe was delighted with his
quick thinking. But the Expert was disturbed at seeing Yekhiel.
The rich contractor was scrutinizing everything carefully. Velvele

went over to him and spoke softly, with carnest Hassidic,

grimaces:

“You're a sensible man. You must understand that a Tsaddik
of the Generation has to carry the whole world on his shoulders,
by God. Does he have the strength to bear all the sorrows of
mankind, by God? He drudges, he asks: “What do people want

from me? They won't even allow me to study my holy texts, to,

serve God. Go to other tsaddiks, there are other rebbes in the
world. . . .’ As we know, he is the most modest of men. He tells
people: ‘Go, go! I don't know what you want from me! Why are
you all after me? There are great tsaddiks in the world. Go to
them!" ”

Yekhiel the Contractor burst into loud laughter:

“Hahahaha! When a grinder doesn’t want people to bring him
knives to sharpen, he doesn’t put his grindstone out for all to see.
If a man doesn’t want to have a lot of rowdy drunken peasants
around, he doesn't lease a tavern. If a tailor wants to give up
tailoring, he sells his tools and doesn’t take measures. I think that
if your rebbe wants to be pious and devote himself to the holy

texts, then he can take measures to do so—rvather than taking
money. C'mon, you look like an intelligent man, but you're
treating me like a fool. A fool? For God’s sake! How can you try
to tell me such lies? Go on! I know about the whole swindlel”
No one knows whether the rebbe heard what Yekhiel said. The
Holy Land emissary seemed to be mute. Everything that was
happening, everything that was spoken was in plain Yiddish atter
all—which he didn’t understand, after all. He turned around
only twice, when his assistant was talking to his father. Even
fainting, he seemed to think, was in plain Yiddish, so he had
made no effort to help revive Obadiah. Moreover, when he saw
that the rebbe didn't Jift a finger, he felt it wouldn't do for him to
lift one either. He sat and just stared and stared at the rebbe.
That was the proper thing to do, he felt, for a Jew from

Jerusalem.
Velvele didn't care at all for Yekhiel's comments. He was
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confused by this man, who had come to the rebbe with a ducat
and who was spending ducats left and right. He had just given
Obadiah the Madman a ducat, which meant that he must be very
rich. Yet he was making fun of the rebbe and using a harsh word:
swindle. If only Pini would come! She was deliberately late.
Besides, Velvele knew that Pini was an agunah. He himself had
written letters for her to any number of towns where rumors had
placed her husband. And just who was Frumma anyway? Velvele
simply didn’t understand. Meanwhile, Yekhiel the Contractor sat

| on a chair and scrutinized every detail. ... “Well,” thought

Velvele the Expert, “Pini’ll be here soon, and we'll see what the
guy wants.” Velvele was also upset that Yekhiel, the rich man, the
contractor, from whom they should have and could have gotten a
nice tidy sum, happened to be present during Obadiah's story.
Yekhiel had heard that the rebbe considered Obadiah a reincar-
nation. Was that why he was staring and smiling? Velvele was
extremely upset.

Velvele felt even worse—Velvele, the Expert, who was so
esteemed by, so close to, the rebbe—when suddenly they heard a
scream.

The scream came from the other side of the door, probably
from the inkeepers who had arrived in Mezhbezh late Friday

evening—there was a woman’s voice and a man's voice. T hey
were arguing with the rebbe’s adjutants, who allowed no one to
enter without paying. The man’s voice was plain:

“If I don't have it in my pocket to give him, you won't let us
in?”

The woman'’s voice screamed in anger:

“What?! Is the rebbe an aristocrat or something? A lackey
won't let you in to see the landowner. But how can a Jew keep
you away from a tsaddik who works miracles?! You should be
ashamed of yourself, you should! We've driven eighty miles for
his miracles!”

But the adjutant still wouldn’t let them in!

“Goddamn it! I'm gonna scream your dirty beard offl Are you
a policeman or something, you filthy rat! They kick us out of our
job and he—"

The woman’s scream and all her words were reeled off in one
minute, in a flash, in a single breath, like the names of Haman’s
ten sons during the reading of the Book of Esther at Purim.
Every word was audible inside the house.

“T'he rebbe stirred in his meditation and motioned to Velvele to
open the door and let in the screaming woman.

But Velvele the Expert couldn’t budge, he was too upset by the
woman's screams. Not because he was embarrassed in front of
Yekhiel the Contractor—no, there was another reason. We'll hear
about that later on.

Since Velvele the Expert didn’t budge, another Hassid went
and opened the door. In strode a big, broad man wearing a long,
quilted jacket of blue nankeen with a striped peasant belt, gross
calf-leather shoes, thick felt stockings, and a foxfur cap with
lappets. He had never had a beard, but there were two long plaits
hanging down over his armpits—those were earlocks. Although
in his fifties, he was strong and healthy, as you could tell by his
face, an honest-to-goodness innkeeper.

His wife had once been beautiful, she was a tall woman in her
thirties, but hard work had taken its toll. She was wearing a tiny
headband, worth perhaps two hundred guldens, with a veil but
no net; she also had a jucket of the same nunkeen as her'
husband's, lined with white hareskin, an old, red gros-de-Tours

badice, and a trimmed apron. And this innkeeper’s wife could
scream so loud and talk a blue streak.
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Here, inside the house, they both held their peace upon
viewing the table with the large silver menorah and the large
silver candlesticks, and the rebbe, sitting at the head of the table,
a4 handsome, gray-haired man with a long beard, as well as a Jew
from Jerusalem, wearing a turban. The innkeeper and his wife
hadn't pften seen such a sight, and they halted there, dumb-
struck. The innkeeper finally took a few steps towards the table.
‘The rebbe, and then the emissary, greeted him.

The woman stood at a distance, listening to her husband ask
the rebbe for miracles. In case he lacked a word, she would put in
hers.

The man’s name was Tordes Leykhevker (the village where he
had his tavern was probably Leykhevke), and he started telling
the rebbe that he had been running his tavern for twenty years

.. and now they wanted to rent it to someone else. . . . Velvele
the Expert stood there averting his face so that the innkeeper's
wife couldn’t see him. He would much have preferred to leave,
but because of Pini—she ought to be coming any minute—he had
to wait.

Yekhiel the Contractor saw that Velvele the Expert was on pins
and needles, so he walked over and asked him:

“Well, who is right? Don’t you think / am? This man wants his
drunkards, he wants his peasants. ‘That's why he’s been running a

tavern for twenty years.”

Menye-Rasye, the innkeeper’s wife, had sharp ears. She heard
Yekhiel as he laughed: A tavern for twenty years." Springing
over o the table like a wild beast, she screamed:

“What, rebbe, you hold your tongue when that scoundrel says

actually saicl: ‘A debauched person wants to rent from me. . ..
What? Do you intend to hold your tongue, rebbe?”

Tordes heard his wile's chatter and thought that Yekhiel the
Contractor was the man who wanted his tavern. So he started
screaming along with her.

“Rebbe, you have to excommunicate him! Can you imagine!
Robbing a Jew of his livelihood? You rat, you scoundrel, you

]
'

he wants to lease our tavern to someone else? The landowner [
!l
|

heretic! Excommunicate him! Excommunicate him! Rebbe! Ex-
communicate that hereticl Don't ever let him back on his feet |
again! Not in this world and not in the next! Excommunicate
him!”

Yekhiel the Contractor saw that he was in a tough spot.
Whether or not the rebbe would excommunicate him, the two
wild beasts could pounce upon him and beat him. Gathering his
wits, he drew the couple’s attention to Velvele the Expert:

“On the contrary, I've taken your side, my dear friends.”

Tordes made Velvele whirl around like a stick, with his face
towards him and his wife, and then Tordes screamed:

“Thank you! And please excuse me, dear friend. I thought it
was you. You rat, is that you?! Goddamn your hidel Trying to!
rob me of my living! Excommunicate him, Rebbe. For God’s sake,
excommunicate the bastard!” '

His wife, Menye-Rasye, instantly recognized Velvele the Expert
and she began screaming again. She grabbed his coattail on one
side, and Tordes thrust his hand in Velvele’s belt on the other
side. Velvele couldn’t wriggle free.

“You traitor!” screamed Menye-Rasye. “You traitorl Why do
you think I divorced him, Rebbe? I gave him everything I ‘hac.l. L
was left pregnant, because he wanted to convert to Christianity.

All of Kosznetin knows the story! You impoverished me, you
traitor. God alone knows the truth! I had so much property,
Rebbe. . . ." She burst into tears. “My father died, may he rest in
peace. | had to give away my child, my wonderful baby, and then

I married Tordes just to have a crust of bread, oh Lord! And now |

that traitor wants to take away my tavern!? Oh, God! How can

you let such a traitor live?!”
While she screamed, Tordes screamed too:
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“Rebbe, he’s already excommunicated. My wife told me that this
traitor already went to the priest. That means he's absolutely
excommunicated. He stayed with -the priest for four weeks.
Hahaha!”

The rebbe wouldn't hear the bitter, shameful words that his
esteemed follower, Velvele the Expert, had to endure. So he
called over one of the other Hassids.

“Isser, please take this man and his wife into the alcove and

make them understand that Velvele has no designs whatsoever
on their tavern. Tell them 1o leave him in peace and to write
down what they want in the alcove.”

Isser had long been striving to become one of the rebbe’s right-
hand men. He wis delighted that the rebbe was asking him w do
this. He grabbed Tordes and Menye-Rasye and pulied them into
the alcove:

“You're making a terrible mistake. Velvele is a local house-
holder. Just come with me, the rebbe wants to bestow o bhoon
upon you. Fave {faith! If' the rebbe says so, then no one will take
away your tavern, no matter what.”

Tordes and Menye-Rasye took Isser's words at fuce value. They
left Velvele, who was in an awful state, and they trudged into the
alcove with Isser.

How useful was Isser in getting the complaints down on paper,
and convincing the innkeeper and his wife that the rebbe, by
peering at their written names, would make their business remain
with them, and that no one would take away their tavern, no
matter what? Who knows! But we do know how someone can talk
simple, unlettered people into believing such things: If 4 man is
worried, fearful, anxious, then the poor creature wants to save
himself. Well, and if someone comes along and tells him: */ can
help you,” then the poor creature forgets to reflect: “Could he be
lying?” All he knows for sure is that he feels terrible. And if the

would-be helper is a man who talks to God and whom thousands .

of people call “rebbe,” “tsaddik,” “miracle-worker,” then his

words ring true.
Anybody can imagine what Velvéle felt like, even though the
innkeeper and his wife had left him. He couldn't even walk away,

no. He was in & daze, he couldn't move.
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XXII

Still, no matter how awful Velvele may have fglt. hc'
was delighted at the sound of Pini’s voice from the other side of
the door. .

A candle was burning near the rebbe’s adjutant, who was not
supposed to let anyone in without a fee. All along the way, from
Pini’s home to the rebbe’s home, she and Frumma walked in
darkness. The night was so cloudy, that you couldn't make out
another person. Suddenly, in the light of the rebbe’s home, Pini
saw that Frumma, who had left her home as a girl, with a red
ribbon in her braid, had changed into a young wife on the way:
She was wearing a huge headband.

“It's magic! It's a spell! She’s enchanted!” cried Pini. “I'm
scared to touch you. You've suddenly turned into a wife. ... I
have to spit three times, and I've got to touch the mezuzah. All
year long, I've been dreaming. . ..”

Yekhiel the Contractor knew what Pini was talking about. He
laughed and opened the door himself and said to Pini:

“Don't scream, don't curse. Come in and you'll soon find out
that it’s neither magic nor any kind of spell.”

Pini entered the house with a very beautiful young wife in 2
huge headband. When a2 woman enters the home of a Hassidic
rebbe, she is not supposed to say “good evening.”

The rebbe’s grandsons came out of the alcove and paused at
the threshold to look at the beautiful young woman as well as the
huge headband. They stood there transfixed, gawking and
gaping.

At that moment, Yossele, Obadiah's son, also came out of the
alcove. Until now, he and his father had been sitting in there
because the sick old man (madness is a disease like any other) still
didn't have the strength to walk. And besides, the two of them
didn't know where to go. Yesterday, they had found a place for
the young man, but no one was willing to put up the old, poor,
sick father. Earlier, when Obadiah was the Madman, he had lived'
in all the vacant houses. But now that he was Mr. Obadiah, a sick,
pious Jew from another town, he could not live in a vacant house.
Here, in the rebbe's home, no one would pity him. On the
contrary, the grandsons and their wives made it clear to Yossele
that he had to take his sick father away. '

“This is not a charity hospital for a sick Jew,"” they told the son.

Yossele had an idea: “That good contractor, the one who felt
sorry for my father and gave him a gold ducat, and told me to
come to him. He’s staying in Peysakh's inn, he wants o give

Father a jacket and a coat. He's such a good person, I'll ask him if
he can take Father in for a couple of days until we can rent a
wagon to go home.” With a face exciting pity, Yossele walked
over to Yekhiel the Contractor and whispered to him. Yekhiel
replied:

“Yes. ‘Take your father to my room immediately, and tell them
I said it was all right.”

Yossele was overjoyed and wanted to kiss Yekhiel's hand.
Yekhie! wouldn't let him, he pushed him away.

“Go on with you, don’t be silly! Just take your father and don't
drive me crazy. There’s something else [ have to do here.”

Yossele walked over to the Holy Land emissary. He saw that
the man was bending over with his face on his hands. Yossele
began speaking to the man in our Hebrew. Not very fluently, but
he had always spoken to him in the Holy Tongue:

“Rabbi, I am going with my father. I will not come to the Rabbi
tonight.”

The emissary might not have turned his face up—for a reason
that we will soon learn. But Yossele gave the man a yank when he

spoke to him:
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The ernissary turned around, glaring at his assistant.

At that moment, Pini was standing opposite the emissary.
Upon seeing his face, she yelled, throwing everyone else into a
panic:

“Fishl! Is that you!? You lousy rat! You've wasted so many
years of my life, you dirty swine!” Pini ran to the rebbe, weeping,
sobbing, screaming: “He's up and changed into a Turk! How
many times have I troubled you, rebbe, and Velvele wrote letters
for me. He ran out on me, the pig, and he must have taken
another wife somewhere. Rebbe, if you keep this a secret, it's the
end of the world!” She turned to the emissary. “You criminall Cat
got your tongue? You robber! you murderer! If you didn't want
to live with me, then you should have gotten a divorce—we are
Jews after all. The whole town knows 1 was desperate for a
livelihood and lying in the cold and working my fingers to the
bone so I wouldn’t have to depend on anyone else, God forbid! It
was in Berditchev, rebbe, he was younger, of course, but with that
same disgusting face, and my father was a good Jew, and that

Fishl, he took me away from him, he was an assistant cantor, he
was. ‘He’s a belfer,’ that's what my father said. ‘A decent boy.
Marry him!" A year later, he got hold of the dowry, five hundred
guldens, goddamn it, and he impoverished my father, he did,
may he rest in peace. And my mother had a big headband, she
did, and he stole it and ran away and we never heard from him
again. My poor mother, may she rest in peace, died that very
same year from worrying so much and from all my crying day
and night. You killer! If you'd only sent me a divorce for my
moncy, 1 could have gotten another husband. But now,” she
wept, “I'm an old woman. Who'd be crazy enough to marry me?
I'm gonna die like a dog out in the cold!” She turned to Yekhiel
the Contractor. “Long may you live for sending for me. just let
me get even with that Turk or Tartar! You really have a Tartar’s
heart, you assassin!”

Screaming and weeping at the same time is something a
fishwife has down pat. The rebbe felt awful. ‘This was his third
setback of the night: Obadiah was not the reincarnation of a
Rationalist; Velvele the Expert, his close follower, was a convert
to Christianity; and the Holy Land emissary, who was sitting right
next to him, that dear man from Jerusalem, he was nothing but a
belfer from Berditchev, a thief who had run away from his wife,
and the important letters from the Holy Land were probably
forged. What a disgusting turn of events, what an awful setbackl

They had quickly gotten rid of Obadiah. They had also gotten
rid of Velvele's first wife. But goddamm it: “How are we gonna
get rid of the belfer?” the miracle-worker wondered to himself.

Yossele, the son of Obadiah the Pious, asked the entire
company a question, like a boy from Shargorod:

“Why did he force me to break my back talking Hebrew all the
time? A man from Berditchev ought to know plain Yiddish.”

They all laughed, even though they would much have pre-
ferred not to laugh. - .

And Fishl, the belfer from Berditchev, the thief, what did he
do while Pini screamed and wept? He held his tongue, like a fish.

It was Pini who answered Yossele's question:

“You know, when Fishl was a young man in Berditchev, he
could disguise himself as a beggar or a priest at weddings. He

could also play Ahasuerus in Purim skits, all the actors would

learn from him. Yes, yes, Rebbe,” she turned to the miracle-

worker, “the whole town knew him. He was as sly as a fox!”
Everyone laughed again.
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The rebbe called over Velvele the Expert and said to him so
that Pini could hear:

“Velvele, my dear friend, and 1sser, my dear friend, please take
Fishl to your home and let him spend the night. Tomorrow, God
willing, you shall take him to the Jewish judges, and they will
judge him according to the Laws of our Holy Torah” (he heaved
a Hassidic, rabbinical, piously pitiful moan). “Both of you, go
with him!”

Velvele hated to leave without learning what would happen
with Yekhiel the Contractor; but since the rebbe had ordered
him (even though his first wife had testified that he was a
convert), Velvele, the rebbe'’s “dear friend,” still had grace in the
miracle-worker's eyes, and so he diligently grabbed Fishl, the
bogus Jerusalemite. Issir, likewise the rebbe’s “dear friend,” also
grabbed the fat emissary to take him away. Pini was delighted
that the rebbe had asked two virtuous Hassidic men to guard thi
murderous thief. He'd be taken care of tomorrow. Her murderer
must have money, she thought, and she was going 1o take back
her dowry and every single ruble for her mother's headbancl.

All that remained now was to settle the matter for which she
had been called: Yekhiel and Frumma.
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' The rebbe himself wanted to know what was going
on with Yekhiel the Contractor. He had heard as clearly as
anyone else-when Pini had yelled from the other side of the door:

“It's magicl It’s a spell! . . . You've suddenly turned into a young '

woman.” The girl who had changed into 2 woman was not
enchanted by any stretch of the imagination. On the contrary,
she was cheerful and radiant, and she was wearing a2 huge
headband. There must be something to her. And even though a

rebbe may not speak his thoughts, he is human, after all, he
wanted to know what such a rich woman had to do with a poor
market vendor.

The Hassidim could still hear the innkeeper and his wife in the
alcove, but they would probably leave svon. Meanwhile, the room
was quiet. The Hassidim stopped where they were, gaping to see
what would happen. The rebbe’s grandsons were at the threshold
of the alcove, gawking at the radiant young woman with the huge
headband, they were thankful to the Good Lord that they were
rid of the fat Jerusalemite. They would be hearing and seeing
fine things.

Yekhiel the Contractor did not wait for the rebbe to begin. He
eagerly walked over to the table:

“The start of the week didn’t quite work out for me. Rebbe,
what you took for pure gold was fool’s gold. But let’s forget about
that, and let’s talk about my miracle. I meant this woman. I wish
to marry her. And I want the wedding to take place here in your
home, tonight.”

“No!” cried Pini, clutching her head with both hands. “No,
rebbe, I don’t want to sell my soul. Oh, God help me, rebbe! A
brother can’t marry his sister! The world will collapse! How can
this be? Oh, help me, God! A brother and sister?! No! It can't be!
It can't! How can you allow it, rebbe, God forbid!™

All eyes were glued on Yekhiel the Contractor and the
beautiful woman. It wasn't proper for a brother to marry his own
sister.

Yekhiel the Contractor laughed:

“Hahahaha! Don’t clutch your head and don't yell. You already
called her a witch for nothing. I promised you'd understand the
transformation very soon. Just keep silent for a few minutes and
I'll explain everything.”

And he stared at the rebbe:

“You know that our Father Abraliam was once in a terrible '

predicament and he had to say that his wife Sarah was his sister.
Right? Now three months ago, I told this good woman that my
bride-to-be was my sister. I had to bring my fiancée here secretly
for a reason that I'll tell you in a few minutes. In Mezhbezh, I
deliberately chose Pini the Agunah, as she is called, because she

lives all alone in her house, no one ever visits her. I paid six
months’ board for my fiancée—fifty rubles cash on the spot. That
was enough, right? The poor woman needed all that money for

her business. But I did insist on one condition: She was never to .

send my bride-to-be anywhere. I wanted to make sure that no
one ever saw her and that no one ever found out that she was in
Mezhbezh. . . . Thank you very much, Pini, you are a good and
honest woman! I want to give you a present for taking care of my
fiancée and keeping the secret better than any Hassidim. You can
see that the Good Lord has rewarded you. We helped you find
your husband.” (Yekhiel had to say that to get in a dig at the
Hassidim.) “Furthermore, Pini, my fiancée dressed as a girl for
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the same reason that 1 pretended she was my sister. So that no
one would realize she was in Mezhbezh. Her braid was false, it
belonged to a bride, who cut it off. My fiancée was married once,
so she is permitted to wear a wig, right, rebbe? It's in the Talmud.
My fiancée was married. . . ."” All the onlookers gaped in amaze-
ment.

The rebbe answered:

“Yes, it’s in the section on what a wife may wear on the Sabbath.
But Jews don't follow it. However, in retrospect, it's not a great
sin. Well, Yekhiel? . . .”

Yekhiel the Contractor went on:

“There’s something else you have to know, Pini. My fiancée’s
name isn’t Frumma. You'll find out her real name later on. But
because she’s virtuous and pious ( frum in Yiddish), I gave her the
name Frumma. . .."

The onlookers simply couldn’t believe their ears. Even the
innkeeper and his wife pushed their way over to the threshold to
hear this curious story.

Yekhiel the Contractor walked over to the rebbe’s adjutant,
who was sitting outside the door. He had fallen asleep. From
inside the house, they could hear the contractor wake him up by
giving him money:

“Here you are. This is something you like. . . . But you've got
to run an errand for me quickly. Take a lantern.” He softly listed
a few people, some by name. “Wake them up if they're asleep.
Bring all of them here to the rebbe along with all the parapher-

nalia. Hurry up, and if you can get all these people and all the
stuff here within fifteen minutes, I'll give you four more silver
guldens. Get going! Hurry up! And get them here quickly!”

Inside the house, they saw that the money-man had already
left, and Yekhiel came back indoors.

During that time, Pini, who was delighted that the rich
contractor had praised her, said:

“It’s too bad, rebbe. The woman's name could just as well be
Frumma, for she's as quiet and decent as a dove. I never heard a
peep out of her. She never left the house as long as she lived with
me, except late Friday night. When Yekhiel came to my home
with new clothes for her, the two of them went outside and spoke
together. I saw all the clothes, but I didu’t know about the
headband. Maybe she hid her jewelry.” The beautiful young

woman smiled. “It was only on the way over here that she took .
I ¥ITY YT DR LORAVA TIRIT DRI ST — YPINEM T D DART

off her braid in the darkness and put on the veil and the
headband. I swear, what a business!” The beautiful young

woman smiled again. *Now I realize why you took so long to get .

"

dressed, something like an hour. . ..

The young woman laughed modestly.

Yekhiel the Contractor came back into the house and walked
over to the rebbe:

“Now, Pini, that decent woman, has said that we are brother
and sister. But I have said that I was only pretending, like our
Father Abraham, when I told her a few months ago that this
woman was my sister. You do not know me, rebbe. This is the
first time I’ve ever come to your home. That's why I've sent your
men to gather witnesses. People that you, rebbe, and the other
people here already know. These witnesses will tell you who this
woman is. Then you'll see that she's not my sister.” He turned to
Pini. “And you, Pini, wait a bit, and you'll know the truth and
you'll be able to attend our wedding.”

Everyone heard what he said and they were amazed. Even
Tordes and his wife Menye-Rasye remained spellbound until the
end.

Yekhiel the Contractor went on:
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B  “There’s one favor | want to ask you, rebbe. When the
¥ witnesses arrive, I want to go into the alcove for a few minutes,

 and I want you to say that it’s all right. Meanwhile, please ask
¥ Pini, that honest woman, and my bride to sit down. The witnesses
may not come all that soon.”

He didn't wait for the rebbe to invite them. He pulled over two
chairs, and Pini and the beautiful young woman sat down.

Although Mezhbezh is a big town, it's not as big as Saint
Petersburg. The money-man was already back, panting and
gasping, he ran over to Yekhiel and whispered—quite audibly—
into his ear:

“Only two were gone after the Sabbath. 'The rest will be here in
a couple of minutes, together with all the stuff.”
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XXIV

When the witnesses could be heard arriving, Yekhiel
the Contractor slipped into the alcove, and the beautiful young
woman stood up from her chair., Her heart was pounding. She
Wils very nervous.

In walked Aaron the Beadle of Nosuchville, together with his
wife Sarah. Upon seeing the young woman, they fell upon her
and she threw her arms around them. They shouted cheerfully
and wept for joy.

“Sheyntse, it's you!l” they shouted.

“Daddy, Mommy!” she shouted.

“Qur Sheyntsel” they shouted in cheerful and tearful voices.

She sobbed:

“Yes, Daddy, Mommy!”

“You're really here, in the rcbbe’s home? We've really got you
here, where the rebbe said I shouldn't worry?” shouted Sarah.

A kissing, a hugging, a joy. A merriment. It lasted for several
minules.

They all saw how glad the rebbe was that this meeting was
regarded as a miracle, At least he had this for the night and ail his
setbacks.

Suddenly, the innkeeper’s wife Menye-Rasye burst in:

“What?! Is that you, Sarah? Why, I gave you my beautiful girl.
Her name was Sheyntse. I've been looking for you all over the

district, you criminal! Give me back my child! Tordes, cat g
your tongue? This is Sarah, I've been looking for her. .. ."

Everyone was silent, paralyzed. Aaron the Beadle and Sarah
his wife were as dumb as stone. So was the rebbe.

Tordes, the brawny innkeeper, lifted his brawny arm to strike
Sarah. He was ready to kill her. Luckily, Yekhiel the Contractor
came leaping from the alcove. He was no weakling himself.
Pulling them apart, he snapped:

“Don’t shout, don't fight. There’s a man sitting here,” he
pointed to the rebbe, “he’ll hear what you have to say. We're ali
Jews after all, we'll listen to everything. Come now. What's the use
of fighting and shouting. Just say what’s on your mind."”

Tordes the Innkeeper lowered his arm. But his wife kept
weeping and yelling bitterly to the rebbe. It was heart-rending.

“Rebbe, when I divorced that scoundrel Velvele, I was preg-
nant, as I told you before. My poor father, may he rest in peace,
died when I had my baby, may he intercede for me. My father,
may he rest in peace, was Shneur, the tax-collector of Kosznetin.
Cat got your tongue, Tordes? I don't have the strength. .. .”

Tordes the Innkeeper told the rest of the story:

“Do you understand, rebbe, the girl was named Sheyntse, after
her grandfather Shneur, may he rest in peace, that's right. My
wife, Menye-Rasye, didn't nurse the girl. . . .”

Having rested a bit, Menye-Rasye could take up her shouting
again, she wrung her hands and let out a torrent of tears:

“They took everything because Father had so many debts. My
mother lived on, poor, without a crust of bread. When she went
to a rabbinical court, they said—Tordes, you tell them, you're a

man. ..."
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~Tordes took up the thread: “They said Menye-Rasye could
marry me because my first wife committed suicide. . . .*

“The child, rebbe,” Menye-Rasye shouted and wept, “2 woman
took her by way of doing a good deed. Sarah, she was also from
Kosznetin., She promised she would return my baby in two years.
I married Tordes, and he also took in my mother. But she died in
a year because she missed the beautiful child so much. . . .”

She wept and sobbed and couldn’t go on. So Tordes continued:

“My wife didn't have a child for two, three, four, five years, and

she began longing for the baby. Look for Sarah, look for Sarah—
but she was gone. I hitched up a horse and rode around asking
after Sarah’s whereabouts. She was gone, and so was the child.
‘No hide nor hair of them,’ as the peasant says.”

Menye-Rasye spoke again, wringing her hands and weeping:

“A peasant’s saying is like a biblical verse: ‘There's no use
crying over spilt milk,"”

The company started laughing at her proverb.

“I don’t want to talk to the tsaddik anymore. . . ."

She fell upon Sheyntse, the beautiful young woman, kissing
and hugging her:

“My child, I carried you under my heart, I am your mother.
My darling, my love, my life, kiss me, my Sheyntse. . .." She
fainted dead away, plopping full-length on the floor.

Meanwhile, other people began arriving: Tevye Bilenkis,
Gabriel Gittels, Zainvil, and a Jewish judge, and a cantor, and two
beadles, and several other Jews. The newcomers were talking
about what had happened so far and what was happening now.

As Velvele the Expert had done earlier, Yekhiel the Contractor
sprinkled water on Menye-Rasye until she came to.

Aaron the Beadle and his wife Sarah walked over to the rebbe.

“Yes, that's absolutely true. Sheyntse is her daughter,” said
Aaron.

“It’s true, rebbe, if you please. I took the child from her, from
Menye-Rasye, yes, this beautiful woman here, Sheyntsel” said
Sarah. “We left Kosznetin and then Yampelye. My husband
Aaron became the bes-medresh beadle in Nosuchville. We loved
the child. And we brought her up. We thought of her as our own
daughter, if you please. Why, rebbe, you know, if you please, how
I bothered you when she vanished. And you, rebbe, you worked
a miracle, if you please, we've found her again in your home. My

husband and I both forgot that she was someone else’s child, if |

you please. Our Sheyntse, if you please, really became our
Sheyntse. . . "

During the commotion, during the yelling and weeping and
fainting, Yekhiel the Contractor had hidden his face so that those
who had come after Aaron and his wife couldn't see him. Not
even Aaron and Sarah had noticed him. Now, after the tumult of

arousing the innkeeper’s wife, when Tordes had helped him get
Menye-Rasye back on her feet, Yekhiel saw that the rebbe was at
a loss to reach a verdict between Menye-Rasye and Sarah. So
Yekhiel turned to the company:
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“Good evening to you, Tevye, our dear community elderl
Good evening to you, Zainvill Good evening to you, Gabriel
Gittels! Good evening to you, Aaron and Sarah! I am Mikhell”

He turned to the tsaddik: “Rebbe, Mikhel is the Yiddish
equivalent for the Hebrew name Yekhiel, right? So I didn't lie,
did I?”

They were all dumbstruck. The people of Nosuchville cried:

“Mikhell For God's sakel Mikhell For God's sake! What are you
doing here?”

Mikhel {or Yekhicl the Contractor, it's all the same now) spoke
to the rebbe eagerly:

“Rebbe, so long as this girl or woman (you can ask Aaron’s wife
and she’ll tell you that Sheyntse can be called either a girl or a
woman)—so long as she has no one to turn to, both women can
fight over her. Perhaps Aaron’s wife could win, because a mother
who gives away a newborn baby and then remarries may lose the
right to be called ‘mother.’ After all, Aaron’s wife did bring up
Sheyntse, she saw her through chicken pox and measles. ‘They
can call Sheyntse their child. I never heard the word *child’ from
them. They had me teach Sheyntse how to read and write. They
arranged a marriage between her and me. I was her proper
bridegroom. Then, because of a foolish matter and Rabbi N.’s
swindle, they broke up the engagement. They forced Sheyntse to
marry someone else against God and His commandment.”

He turned to Zainvil:

“You, Zainvil, you did everything in your power to have Aaron
and his wife marry her off to—I won't say whom. But Aaron and
his wife were concerned about providing for her by getting her
married. Sheyntse cost them a lot of money, and they had a lot of
trouble with her like any devoted parents. If she had remained
with her real mother and Tordes at the inn, she would certainly
never have become the Sheyntse she is today. On the other hand,
Aaron and Sarah committed a great wrong. They should have
told her: *You are not our own child, you have a mother, Menye-
Rasye, the daughter of Shneur the Tax Collector in Kosznetin.'

Who knows, Sheyntse could have unwittingly married a brother,
God forbid—which Pini thought she was about to do.” (A glance
at Pini) “Right, Pini? Perhaps Sheyntse's father” (a glance at
Sheyntse), “Velvele the Expert has a son. Sheyntse could very
easily have gotten his son for a husband. Do you understand,
Aaron, do you understand, Sarah, what might have happened,
God forbid? Merely because you never told Sheyntse who she
really is! Right, rebbe?”

The tsaddik stared glassy-eyed. Everyone looked at him.

“The Good Lord protects Jews from unwitting sins, that's why
Velvele has no children, and that's why Menye-Rasye has no
children. *The Torah and God are one,’ says the Holy Zohar. The
Good Lord wrote in the Holy Torah that a brother may not
marry his sister, Well, that could really have been the stumbling
block, as you have said, Yekhiel-Mikhel. God Blessed Be He
preserved the Torah by not letting Velvele or Menye-Rasye have
any children.”

Everyone listened and felt that this was well put. Mikhel
laughed and jeered:

“Hahahaha! . . . Zainvil knows his sacred texts, rebbe. He can
tell you a thing or two——since I haven't studied the Talmud for a
long time. He can tell you when a brother and sister did marry
unwittingly. Besides, it's not the least bit fair that Velvele and
Tordes should have no children just because Aaron and his wife
committed a sin and never told Sheyntse about her real fauther
and mother. God is not such a wrongdoer. Not on your life! . . .
But let's forget about that. There are two sides already, and now
I'm the third side. I want to marry Sheyntse. For the momeit, she
belongs to no one. I've offered the best verdict, right, Menve-
Rasye, right, Sarah?”
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The rebbe had a sour taste in his mouth. And all the Hassidim
in the room might have gotten into a bitter fight with Yekhiel the
Contractor, who was now known as Yekhiel-Mikhel of Nosuch-
ville. But the contractor was looking at them the way Jews look at
cats and just laughing away. Nor had he exhibited any ignorance
of Judaism. And then there was the huge headband that
Sheyntse was wearing. . . . Yekhiel-Mikhel must be very rich. So
they held their tongues.

“Do you remember,” said Mikhel to Gabriel Gittels, “that

Markel the Innkeeper had a poltergeist in his cellar last year?
That was me. Sheyntse used to meet me there. . . .” He laughed.
“We had no place else to meet, to talk. . . . Hahahaha! [ rattled a
horse fetter, and people were too scared to come down into the
cellar, So nobody saw us.”

He turned to Sheyntse:

“Where did you put the old Zokar? I asked you to bring the
book that hung over the cellar door. Around mid-Elul, we
stopped meeting, so I hid the Zohar. . . .”

These words created a quiet disturbance, a whispering, a
shrugging of shoulders among the people who knew about
Markel's poltergeist.

The rebbe knew that he had given Markel the old Zohar, The
Nosuchvillers had thought that a great miracle had occurred. But
Mikhel was wise enough not to mention the rebbe's name, so the
disturbance didn’t get out of hand.

Sheyntse answered Mikhel’s question.

“I've still got the book. Why don't we give it back? We don't
need someone else’s book.”

This was the first time Sheyntse said anything, and her words
were so sharp that she might have caused a greater disturbance if
it hadn’t been for the huge headband that the beautiful young
woman was wearing.

Gabriel Gittels deliberately tried to change the subject; he
asked:’

“Tell us, Mikhel, you witnessed the wars in Germany. Did you
earn any money, thank the Lord? Ali the Nosuchvillers are
wondering.” He turned to the tsaddik: “Rebbe, I tell you, he’s a
marvelous man! We used to call him ‘Mikhel the Muscovite’
because he was useful for the greatest generals. Today he could
probably be useful even for the French. . . . Listen, Mikhel, are
you going to come and exchange money with me again. The rates
are different now. Tell me, did you ever see Napoleon? People
say he’s a wild creature! Ha, Tevye, you're a fan of Napoleon's,
aren’t you?”

Tevye let out a Hassidic giggle:

“Hehehe! I'm no fan of his anymore, huh. He gave money to
Mikhel, huh, and he didn’t even send me a French watch,
huh. ...’
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Zainvil likewise saw the huge headband and heard his
future father-in-law, Gabriel Gittels, flattering and praising
Mikhel in front of the tsaddik. Even Tevye Bilenkis’ bon mot
indicated that Mikhel had struck oil with the French and was now
a rich man. So Zainvil had to flatter him a bit too. He said to
Mikhel:

“Please don't be disappointed, Mikhel, if my present father-in-
law Dovid Smik and his wife don’t attend your wedding. When
the Sabbath was over, they had to drive off to Nimyevke. No one
is at home, and so they had to hurry.”

Mikhel replied in a loud voice, making sure that everyone
could hear:

“On the contrary, Zainvil, I owe you an apology for the trouble
I caused you with Sarah. It was a silly female notion of hers. She's
not even stupid, but this time she made a fool of herself.”

They all surrounded Mikhel, a circle of Hassidim. And even
Tordes and his wife Menye-Rasye listened. At the head of the
table, the rebbe, although pretending to study the Zokar, was
listening to every word that Mikhel uttered:

“Sarah didn’t realize what I had done. Even though I left
Nosuchville three days before Rosh Hashanah, I asked Khlyebov
to wait for me for five days a few miles outside of town, and I
drove back at night. Sheyntse, my fiancée, knew where I'd be
waiting in town for her. She came out to me, and we made her up
to look like an unmarried woman, and then we took the night
coach for Mezhbezh, where I left her with this decent woman.”
(He pointed to Pini.) “I said she was my sister. Pini took care of
my ‘sister’ until, with God’s help, I came back safe and sound, just
as we had prayed. Meanwhile, the Nosuchville fools paid 3 rebbe
and burned a candle for forty-eight hours. . .. Hahaha! Sarah
was foolish enough to attack you for nothing. Sheyntse was in
Mezhbezh while they were hunting for her high and low. We can
thank the Lord that my miracle helped Sheyntse find her real
parents.” o
"He turned to the tsaddik:

“Rebbe, I think it would only be fair to send for Velvele. He is
Sheyntse's father, after all.”

The rebbe reflected for 2 moment and then said to one of the
young Hassidim: )

“Lemele, my dear friend, go and summon Velvele. But tell him
to have someone else guard Fishl.” ‘

The young Hassid was radiant at receiving the tsaddik’s orders.
He said:

“If there’s no one else, then / will stand guard. I will make sure
that Velvele comes here.”

Lemele took off.

Gabriel Gittels asked:

“What are we waiting for? Let's start the wedding. Put up the
canopy. How about it, Mikhel?” _

For Hassidim, disorder is order. One man says something, the
next man issues a command, and someone else understands and
obeys. That's how things get done, and Mikhel knew it very well.

He laughed: .

“Hahaha! Gabriel, do you know who my attendants will be?'"
He pointed to the innkeeper and his wife and to Aaron and his
wife. “These two couples. Sheyntse's real mother and Sarah, who
acted like a devoted mother to her for fifteen years. Right,
Aaron? Right, Tordes? Why don't you be our attendants, just as

you are!” )
Turning to the judge and the cantor, Mikhel took out the

beautiful pouch:
“How much should I pay you? Here are two gold ducats. Start
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the wedding, raise the canopy. And you beadles, I'll pay you
}l‘:and’somely if you perform the wedding quickly—I've got a ring
ere.” '

The beadles set up the four poles for the canopy. The cantor
quickly wrote the marriage contract. in the alcove. The judge
assumed he would be performing the ceremony and he adjusted
his fur hat.

Mikhel nudged Gabriel Gittels and Zainvil, and the three of
them went up to the rebbe:

“If you perform the ceremony for our Mikhel of Nosuchville,”
said Gabriel, “we’ll know that you respect our town.”

“By Godl” said Zainvil. “Since the Good Lord has arranged for
this to happen in your rome, it is your Jewish duty. Who else is a
shield for our generation?”

Meanwhile, Vclvele the Expert came back. The rebbe said:

“Itis written in our Talmud: *‘Where a penitent doth stand, not
even a perfect saint can stand.’ Penitents have a higher place in
paradise than the saints. Now who is going to find a place in your
inn, Velvele? God Blessed Be He has forgiven you for your past
conversion, for which you atoned by becoming a Hassid. And
now He has sent a very rich man to you as your son-in-law, and
thus perhaps you will not need guests. These people want me to
perform the ceremony. This is your daughter, Velvele. You have
proably heard what has now clearly come out, namely, that the
woman who is to marry the wealthy Yekhiel-Mikhel is not Aaron’s
daughter. The Good Lord is the Reason of all Reasons. We are
his Hassids, his pious and loyal followers, every day, every minute
of the day. Tonight, during the Sabbath repast, you certainly did
not realize, poor man, that you were about to become a father
and a father-in-law.”

Velvele's wounds instantly healed when he saw that everyone
heard how high he stood in the rebbe’s esteem. But deep down,
he understood that the rebbe was only flattering him for some
other reason—because he knew that Velvele's son-in-law, the
contractor, was very, very rich. Velvele was quite upset by this, as
we shall soon hear from his own lips.

But for the moment, he enjoyed himself. And the Hassidim
had heard that he stood higher in the rebbe’s esteem than before,
50 none of them would dare to rebuke him for his past sins. A
situation like that is explained by a Hassidic quip: “Jews say you
can never tell what a man’s tomorrow will be like. But I say you
can't even tell what his today is like.”

They raised the canopy and the wedding began. The atten-
dants did a good job of it. The rebbe performed the ceremony
with utmost fervor. The cantor read out the contraci. Mikhel
placed the ring on Sheyntse’s finger. Everything was done
according to the traditional order.

“Mazel-tov, mazel-tov! Mazel-tov, mazel-tov!™ Mikhel married
Sheyntse.

When Mikhel departed, saying, “Good night to you, rebbe!”

the rebbe thought that Mikhel would probably bring him twenty |

gold ducats the next day. Even though the boy had cut him to the
quick with his sharp words, money heals all wounds.

Velvele the Expert, Mikhel's father-in-law, accompanied the
newlyweds. And so did Pini. Tordes and Menye-Rasye were
overjoyed. They were also going to Nosuchville. They hugged
and kissed Sheyntse, and she kissed her mother 2 hundred times
until they finally left. Aaron the Beadle and his wife Sarah also
followed at a distance.

Gabriel and Zainvil went to their lodgings, planning to leave
early in the morning.
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Czernigov of fifteen hundred rubles, and a drayman of thirteen
hundred rubles. He used collateral, a headband with false pearls.
1 enjoyed the story mare than anyone else did. 1, a Jew from
Nosuchville, had never known that there was such a thing as false
pearls. And I thought to myself: ‘That’s the balm for all the
wounds in my heart. I can make my Sheyntse a nice big headband
for very little money.’ And that's what I did. And I didn't have to
hunt for any more business. The small sum [ already had was
enough for me. I took the stagecoach home and made my—today
she’s also your—Sheyntse happy. She'll never know the truth,
and none of our Jews can tell the difference between rcal and
phony pearls.”

“Yes indeed, my wise expert!” said Velvele. “What you've done
is ingenious. You got what you wanted with a phony headband.
Now why do you carry on about Hassidic rebbes fooling people?
People want to be fooled. Are they experts, after all? Are they
Mikhels? Tell me.”

“Don’t be offended, father-in-law, but how can you compare
my brainstorm to the lies, falsehoods, and deceptions practiced
by the Hassidic rebbes?” rejoined Mikhel, “When it comes to
wordly things, when people are only after money or silly
ornaments or other wasteful things, then they deserve to be
punished, we ought to fool them. There are lots of fine countries
in the world where the women don't have pearl-encrusted horse
collars on their heads. The richest women there may have
millions at their disposal, but they’ll just spend four guldens for a
coif of white percale. It’s only these lunatics, these wives of poor
Jews in Poland, who've talked themselves into thinking that a
woman without a pearl collar on her head is less than humar. . . .
It's a scandal and a shame to see a poor, miserable woman sitting
by a sick child or her feeble husband, wearing her pearl collar
and weeping, going to a funeral and grieving for the dead
person, and actually wearing that pearl headband, wringing her
hands and sobbing. It’s disgusting, it's nauseating! A Polish lord
can make fun of Jews and laugh at them because his own wife, his
lady, spends two guldens on a coif, while his Jewish tavern-.
keeper’s better half—or should I say worse half?-—like your ex-
wife, no matter how poor and filthy she may be, she’ll always
wear a headband. . . . And there are so many other silly and crazy
things like that. So it's no sin to make fools of people like that.
Don't forget what Fredrick the Great, that wise King of Prussia,
said: ‘I won't levy any tax on ryebread, because people have to eat
it just to stay alive. But if you want to eat cake and drink wine and
coffee, then you'll have to pay taxes on them.” Now tell me,
father-in-law, how can you compare these things to what the
rebbes, the so-called tsaddiks, do? These poor people come to the
Hassidic rabbi, looking for truth and piety, ethics and God's
words. It's dismal to remember what Isaiah cried: ‘Your leaders
mislead you." Isaiah meant those Jews who drive in carriages, take
money, eat and drink, sybarites, who claim to be leaders, and who
are false Jews, liars, swindlers, they tell Jews to do all sorts of
foolish things and lead them up the garden path and into the
mire, making them cripples, ignoramuses, ruffians. You don’t
have to know anything, so long as you're a Hassid and applaud—
that’s enough. Well, for people like that, 1 can only say that the
entire Chapter of Reprehensions and all the curses in the world
aren't enough for all those swindlers. Right? You're not saying
anything. . . . Among the benefits I got from the false headband,
the greatest is that it allowed me to say things that cut your rebbe
through and through. He'd never heard such comments from
anybody. He was ready to have me kicked out the door. There
were Hassidic ruffians all prepared to do it. But the big’
headband made him think I'm a Rothschild. So he held his
tongue and so did they. Hahaha! I'm laughing, and you should |
laugh too. He thinks I'm going to bring him piles of ducats’
tomorrow. He’s not getting a single kopek! I gave him one ducat
just to dazzle him. After all, my wedding did take place in his .

home, right?"
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Velvele the Expert began hugging and kissing Mikhel:

“You deserve a thousand kisses just for getting the tsaddik to
perform the wedding ceremony. You're really on the ball. And
do you know what else I want to say? This headband will bring
you the greatest trust and faith in Nosuchville. I'm a mayven, I
know people. They're all going to suck up to you, they're all
going to think you're fabulously rich. They'll bring money into
your home. I won't have to worry about you, thank the Lord. The

prestige and credit will actually make you rich. I don't have any
children. Believe me, Mikhel, I'm disgusted. I know all about the
tsaddik, but I have to dance along with the rest of them for my
livelihood. If God Blessed Be He helps you to strike it rich, then
I'll join you when I get old. I'm no shlimazel, I can be useful to
you."”
Mikhel returned his father-in-law's kiss and gave him his hand:
“Here's my hand on it. If I have any kind of livelihood, I'l
come and get you myself from that master liar. You'll live a good
life with us. Now we have to hurry. Our near and dear are
waiting for us. My Sheyntse must be frozen." The two men
caught up with Sheyntse and the others. “I'm sorry. It's not fair
of us to keep you waiting so long in the cold. But we had to talk
about something, it was very urgent, because Sheyntse and I have
to leave by morning. Right, Sheyntse?”
At that moment, when they were about to enter the house, they
heard a yelling from Lemele, the young Hassid, and old Isser:
“Grab him! He's getting away! The Holy Land bastardl . . .”
The two men whom the tsaddik had told to guard Fishl, Pini’s
long-vanished husband, the bogus Jerusalemite, had apparently
drifted off to sleep, and Fishl, that sturdy man, had run away.
The door was chained inside, and Fishl had very quietly undone
the chain and would easily have stolen off. But, to his great
misfortune, the broad Turkish pantaloons had caught in the pole
wedged in the door. When Fishl gave his pantaloons a strong

yank, the pole and the door collapsed because the door had no |

hinges, and the jambs had been broken for over a year.

The clattering awoke the two guards, but the bird had already
flown the coop. Well, off they dashed after him. But Fishl ran
faster despite the Turkish slippers. That was why they were
shouting: “Grab him! Catch him! He's getting away, the Holy
Land bastard! . ..”

Mikhel knew that the Hassidic shlimazels all wore slippers, so
they'd never catch Fishl. Taking Tordes along, Mikhel ran after
Fishl, and they really ran!

Poor Pini screamed:
“Oh God, oh God! I'il be an agunah forever, a poor, miserable

agunah! The filthy bastard’s gonna get away again! . . ."
" She kept screaming these words, londer and louder, a hundred
times. '

along. Tordes also helped, yanking on the fat culprit,
They brought him to Peysakh's house. Ever
they were rolling in mirth. What was going on?
Before dashing out of Isser’s home, Fishl had unwound his

had covered his Turkish coat with an old kaftan of Isser’s,
girding it with a towel. That was how he was dressed when they
pulled him into Peysakh’s home.
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Yossele and Obadiah had been sitting in a corner, waiting for
Mikhel. Upon his arrival, Yossele walked over to him, he told
Mikhel that the thief had cash in a belt, money he had gathered
from all the Jewish towns for Holy Land charities.

Fine, fine. They unbuckled the money belt and counted the
cash on the table. Four hundred and six gold ducats and six
hundred rubles in bills, plus about a hundred silver guldens.

Obadiah, sick, pious Obadiah, trudged over to the table. While
everyone remained silent, he said;

"Gentlemen, Holy Land alms must be sent to the Holy Land,
but if we find any other money, we have to give it to his wife, I
think that would be the only Just way.”

Everyone agreed:

“That's fair, that’s fair.”

Mikhel asked Fishl:

“Listen, do you have some kind of memo book or list of how

much Holy Land money you collected? Tell me, otherwise I'll hit
you!”
“Yes!” The donkey opened his mouth to speak for the first
time. “Yes, I have a list, the administrators in every town wrote
down what they gave. The list has three hundred twenty ducats.
The rest is mine.”

Velvele the Expert also did his share. They read and they
calculated. It was correct: Only three hundred twenty ducats was
registered. Mikhel told Isser and his father-in-law Velvele to hold
on to the money and make sure it got to the Holy Land. The rest
he gave to Pini, the ducats, the banknotes, and the silver guldens:

“Here you are, Pini, for your dowry, your molhcr"-s_hcﬁ-b_aaajh
and for alimony. I want to say something else to you, Pini, which |
think would be only fair. You ought to share some of the money
with poor, sick Obadiah. Right, gentlemen?”

Pini raised both her arms to God:

“You are good, oh Lord! You wait a long time, but you pay
properly. Here are ten ducats for you, Obadiah!” She put the )
money in his hands. “And you, Yekhiel, I mean Mikhel, I want to
thank you. May God bless you and your good, pious wife and
grant you the best of luck. May you grow old in wealth and
honor. Amen!"gs
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