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26 There Is None Like You Among the Dumb

ISAAC BAR SHALOM

B. Gittin 566 on

Ps. 86:8, reading
illemim for the

text’s elim (gods).

Ps. 83:2.

Job 30:5.

Deut. 7:26 in
reference to the

Canaanite cult.

There is none like You among the dumb,®

Keeping silence and being still in the face of those who aggrieve us.

Our foes are many; they rise up against us,

As they take counsel together to revile us.

“Where is your King?,” they taunt us. 5

But we have not forgotten You nor deceived You. -
Do not keep silenie!° 7 A /eld usiw =dded i F

Those driven from the midst of men® became proud.
They crushed Your people with rigor.
Your enemies lifted up their head, 10
Those seekers of ghosts and of idols.
Our foes would judge us, and are saying: )
“How now, you hapless Jews!*’
Do not keep silence!

“Be receptive to advice, 15

Lest you turn into disgrace.

Yea, to quarrel and to strife,

But, if you will be like us,

Turning to us, coming close,

One people we shall be.” 20
Do not keep silence!

e —————

—

In answer cried the smitten ones:

“From our God we turn not, nor shall we worship yours!
‘You shall utterly detest, and utterly abhor it.”

Alive and enduring is our Redeemer,

Him we shall serve, and Him we praise.

In time of trouble, He is our salvation.”
Do not keep silence!
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Lewv.

Opening words of
the Shema‘ Deut.

6:4.

Terminology of
animal sacrifice in
Leviticus.

Terminoloqy of
Sabbath laws.
Lev. 10:6. Nadav
and Avif.

According to
tradition, the final
redactors of the
Talmud.

12, par. 12.
Exod. 32:16.

They made ready to slay their children,

Intending the blessing of sacrifice.

“Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God,

The Lord is One.”” Let us proclaim His Unity!

For His Name’s holiness are we slain,

Our wives and children are falling by the sword.
Do not keep silence!

As priests for the slaughter of their holocaust,®
They bound the children and their mothers;
And, in the fire, they burned their skins,
Sprinkling the blood of sisters and brothers,
Offering as sweet savored sacrificial portions
The head and severed parts of flesh.

Do not keep silence!

A charred and overflowing pile,
Like an oven both uncovered and unswept;®
All Israel weeps for the burning.°
But those falling in God’s fire
Are destined for His initiates’ abode,
Like Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
Do not keep silence!

As refuse they treated Moses’ Law,
The Talmud of Rabhina and Rabh Ashi.°
Can You, at this, restrain Yourself and keep Your peace?
Pages and parchments destroyed by flailing sword,
Yet holy letters flying up on high—°
God’s writing on the tablets is engraved.®
Do not keep silence!
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According to the
Mekhilta
Beshallah 5,
Nahshon ben
Amminaday
jumped into the
Sea of Reeds even
before it parted.
Israel, after Deut.
32:10.

e They were dashed to pieces, the expounders of weighty
And light matters of the Law, and of analogous reasoning,
Of statutes, ordinance and teachings.
Do not keep silence!
Almighty God, be zealous for Your Law.
Put on Your vengeance and Your zeal.
Ps. 80:3. Arouse Your mighty power—*°
Reference to As You once rebuked the swinish beast®
Amalek-Rome. With destruction and havoc and breaking.
Him and his People You smote with the plague.
Do not keep silence!
Egypt. Your right hand once smote the monster of the Nile.°
Crush now with a hammer the skull of her
Isa. 47:8. That sits securely to her pleasures given.®
Conflation of Song Bright and ruddy as You came from Seir,°
of Songs 5:10 and  Scarter with destructive storm the one who now does rule,
Isa. 63:1-3. Seir- Like a tested warrior, do arouse Your zeal!
3 Do not keep silence!
Make our remnants Your own once again.
Among crowds show us Your wonders,
Establish peace upon us!
Pity, O our Holy One, those whom You have dispersed:
Ps. 51:14. Let a willing spirit uphold us.°
Ps. 44:27. Arise for our help, and redeem us!°
Do not keep silence!
il

The foe was strutting with his sword,

Destroyed my precious ones, made them to nought.
And he slew all who did my eye delight.

mr: four thousand nine hundred anm

When trouble closely followed trouble,
And, for my feet, they set a snare.
Do not keep silence!

The day when Nahshon hallowed God,°
The foe struck at the apple of His eye;°®
On the twentieth day of the first month,°
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