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 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God etc. It has been taughe:
R. Eliczer says: If it says ‘with all thy soul’, why should it also say,
‘with all thy might',** and if it says ‘with all thy might’, why should it
also say ‘with all thy soul’? Should there be a man who values his life
more than his money, for him it says; ‘with all thy soul’; and should
there be a man who values his money more than his life, for him
" it says, ‘with all thy might’. R. Akiba says: ‘With all thy soul’: even if
He takes away thy soul.®
Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked Government ') issued a
decree forbidding the Jews to study and practise the Torah.
Pappus b. Judah came and found R. Akiba publicly bringing
gatherings together and occupying himself with the Torah. He
said to him: Akiba, are you not afraid of the Government? He
replied: I will explain to you with a parable. A fox was once walking
alongside of a river, and he saw fishes going in swarms from one
place to another. He said to them: From what are you fleeing?
They replied: From the nets cast for us by men. He said to them:
Would you like to come up on to the dry land so that you and
I can live together in the way that my ancestors lived with your
" ancestors? They replied: Art thou the one that they call the
cleverest of animals? Thou art not clever but foolish. If we are
afraid in the element in which we live, how much more in the
element in which we would die! So it is with us. If such is our con-
dition when we sit and study the Torah, of which it is written,

' C For that is thy life and the length of thy days,' if we go and neglect

it how much worse off we shall be! It is related that soon afterwards
R. Akiba was arrested and thrown into prison, and Pappus b.
Judah was also arrested and imprisoned next to him. He said to
him: Pappus, who brought you here? He replied: Happy are you,

A (8) Le., they absorb some moisture from the stomach.

B (1) Le., if the nose induces slecp or the maw waking. (3) Lit., ‘judged’.
(3) Le., evil promptings (4) Ps. CIX, 22. E.V. ‘wownded’. (5) Ibid. XXX VI, 2.
(6) Le., in good deeds. (7) Le., his two inclinations. Ibid. CIX, 3.
(8) If Raba is only average, what must other people be? (g) Le., this world
for the wicked and the next for the righteous. (10) Deut. VI, 5. (11) This
word is interpreted by the Rabbis to mean money. (12) Le., thy very
self, thy life. (13) le., Roman.

C (1) Deut. XXX, 20. (2) Le., recited the Shema'. V. supra 130. (3) Lit., ‘when
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L _ WhenR. Akiba was taken out for execu-
tion, it was the hour for the recital of the Shema’, and while they
combed his flesh with iron combs, he Wwas accepting upon himself
the kingship of heaven. His disciples said to him: Our tcacher,
even to this point? He said to them: All my days I have been
troubled by this verse, ‘with il thy soul’, [which I interpret,] ‘even
if He takes thy soul’. I said: When shall I have the opportunity
ofs fulfilling this? Now that ] have the opportunity shall I not
fulfl it? He prolonged the word efad* until he expired while saying
it. A bath kols went forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiba,
that thy soul has departed with the word eliad! The ministering
angels said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Such Torah,
and such a reward? [He should have been) frons them that die by

Thy hand,-O Lord.6 He replied to them: Their portion is in life.7

A bath kol went forth and proclaimed, Happy art thou, R. Akiba,
thac thou art destined for the life of the world.to come,

will it come to my hands’. (4) ‘One’ in Hear, O bsrael etc, (s5) V. C‘i
(6) Ps. XVIL, 14. EV. ‘From men by thy hand, O Lovd’. (7) Ibid,

AR

A\fc we f<(’mff€0( %J‘v‘ﬂ\L‘(‘er?




