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HOPE AND FEAR

My heart is with you.

My eye cannot have its fill of your flaming flag. My ear never
tires of listening to your sonorous song.

My heart is with you. Sated should every man be and his home
flooded with light. Free should every man be, free to fashion his life.
free to choose his work.

When you clench your fists at those who would stifle the free
word in your throat and still the burning protest on your lips—I
rejoice; I pray to God to sharpen your teeth. Yea, when you march
upon Sodom ready to rend and tear, my soul is with you. Sureness

of your victory fills me with warmth and makes me drunk as with
old wine.

And yet . ..

And yet I have my fear of you.

I fear the oppressed who are victorious lest they turn into op-
pressors, and every oppressor sins against the human spirit.

Is there not already talk among you that humanity must march
like an army at the front and that you will beat for it the drum to
keep it in step and pace?

And yet, humanity is not an army.

The stronger forge to the van, the more sensitive feel more
deeply, the prouder wax taller—will you not, I ask, cut down the
cedars lest they outgrow the grass?

Will you not spread your wings to enfold the mediocre? Wil
you not shicld with your arms the indifferent? Will you not protect
merely the gray, equally shorn herd?

L

I have my fear of you.

As victors, you could turn into bureaucrats, doling out to each
his bit as to the poor in a poorhouse, apportioning to each his work
as to the imprisoned in a prison-pen. Then you would annihilate the
creator of new worlds—the free human will; you would stop up the
purest well of human happiness—individual initiative—the power of
the one to face thousands, to stand up to people and gencrations.
You would mechanize, yea macadamize life.

You would be busy with regimenting, recording, filing, and esti-
mating, with prescribing how often the human pulsc may beat,

how far the human eye may see, how much the human ear may hear,
and what dreams the longing heart may indulge in.

With real joy I see you tear down the walls of Sodom. But my
heart trembles lest you build on its ruins a new, worse Sodom—
more cold, more gloomy!

True, there will be no homes without windows but the souls will
be shrouded in mist.

True, all bodies will be well-fed, but spirits will go hungry.

True, no wail of woe will be audible, but the eagle—the human
spirit—will stand with clipped wings at the same trough beside the
cow and ox.

Justice, which led you on the thorny bloody road to victory, will
leave you and you will not even notice it: in that respect victors and
rulers are blind and you will be victors and rulers; you will sink into
injustice and you will not even feel the morass under your feet, for
every ruler feels sure of his footing as long as he has not fallen,

You will build prisons for those who will stretch out their hand
to point out the pit into which you are sinking. You will cut from

the mouths the tongues that warn you of those who will come after
you in order to annihilate you and your injustice.
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Cruelly will you defend the equal rights of the herd to the gras

under their feet and to the salt above their heads, and your foes wil
be the free individual, the savi

or, the poet, the artist, and all wh
strive to ascend beyond man,

Whatever happens, happens in space and time,

Space is filled with what has already happened, the existing, the
firmly established, and therefore the fossilized and the petrified, the
now that should and must perish.

Time is change, transformation, evolution. Time js eternal birth,
eternal sprouting, eternal blossoming, eternal tomorrow.,

And when the morrow, toward which you all aspire, will have
become no longer the morrow but the now, you will be the defenders
of what is, the defenders of what was, the defenders of the withered
past, of the lifeless forms of yesteryear. You will tread under foot
the buds of the dawning morrow, you will destroy its blossoms, you
will pour streams of icy water upon the flowering heads of prophecy,
vision, and new hope.

Today is reluctant to die. Every sunset is bloody red.

I hope, I pray for your victory, but I fear and tremble at your
victory.

You are my hope; you are my fear.



