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In the vast area known as East-
ern Europe there is a country called
Poland with a province known as
Lublin where there once was a Jew-
ish market town called Tishevits. This
is a source book on Tishevits — a
model shtetl — and on the life and
lore of East European Jewry.

Unlike previous attempts to present a romantic overview of shtetl life, The
Shtetl Book brings together actual historical, literary and ethnographic sources
written by the culture bearers themselves. These include: memoirs, documents,
short stories, folktales, proverbs, folksongs with music, and maps. Almost all of
this material has been translated for the first time.

The text is arranged in a lively and entertaining manner according to themes:
shtetl geography, the Yiddish language, relations between Jews and non-jews,
work, growing up in the shtetl, religious and communal life, entertainment, atti-
tudes to death, political and social change. A full-size map of Jewish Eastern Eur-
ope and over fifty photographs are included.

The Shtetl Book can be used as a course book in Jewish History, American
Jewry, and as an essential background to the study of the Holocaust.

A detailed Reader’s Guide accompanies The Shtetl Book. It provides valu-
able background material on each selection of the book and suggests ways of
organizing the material for individual and classroom projects: how to use the in-
formation in The Shtetl Book to interview grandparents and informants from
Eastern Europe; how to use the maps and charts to trace family background and
immigration to America; how to supplement the text with encyclopedias and fic-
tional works.

$10.00 Cloth
$5.95 Paper

$4.50 for 6 or more copies
$2.00 Reader's Guide




